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PREFACE. 


TN  closing  the  year,  ve  liave  to  tli&nk  Contribatore,  vbo  have  bo  ably 
and  readily  given  ub  their  assistance,  and  Clerks  of  Freabyteries,  for 
so  kindly  furniahing  information  which  ia  of  special  interest  in  a  Denomina- 
tioiial  Magazine,  and  which  is  not  to  be  found  elsewhere.  We  mast  also 
refer,  with  grateful  recognition,  to  the  kindness  of  friends  of  departed 
ministers,  whose  praiseis  in  all  our  churches,  in  placing  valuable  portions 
of  their  HSS.  at  our  disposaL 

Our  Magadne  is  identified  with  a  certain  system  of  doctrinal  belief  and 
form  of  ecdesiastical  polity.  In  connection  with  both  of  these  it  has  an 
important  work  to  do.  It  has  to  expound  and  defend  the  principles  of 
our  denominational  creed  and  action.  We  have  many  religious  periodicaJs 
nov-Drdays,  and  doubtless  some  of  them  are  doing  good ;  but  the  sound 
which  not  a  few  of  them  give  forth  is  aUke  uncertain  and  confounding — 
the  same  journal  often  setting  before  you  High  Church  and  Low  Church 
and  Broad  Church  views  in  the  same  issue,  and  with  the  same  approval 
Surely,  then,  we  need  journals  in  which  the  truths  we  hold  dear  will  be 
Bet  forth  in  a  consistent  and  rightly  liberal  spirit  The  principles  of 
Voluntaryism,  which  bave  so  long  been  specially  advocated  in  our  pages, 
are  now  beginning  to  be  in  the  ascendant ;  but  a  great  work  is  still  before 
UB  in  this  connection,  and,  as  in  the  past,  all  well-considered  movements 
for  the  separation  of  Church  and  State  will  receive  our  support. 
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We  again  ask  the  asBiBtance  of  our  able  writers  to  fomish  us  vith 
suitable  papers,  and  of  all  our  people  to  increase  our  circulation.  A 
Church  of  the  magnitude  and  influence  of  ours  may  ablj  support  and 
afibrd  a  large  circulation  to  a  Magazine  devoted  to  the  exposition  of  its 
views.  We  believe  that  it  has  resources  in  both  directions  that  have 
been  as  yet  very  imperfectly  developed. 

EniHBUBOH,  1((  December  1874. 
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EDITORIAL. 

The  Press  is  undeniably  one  of  the  greatest  powers  of  the  age.  It  is 
common  in  certain  quarters  to  speak  of  it  aa  mtirely  overthrowing  the 
pnlpit,  and  floarishing  on  its  TQlns.  It  is  a  mistake,  however,  to  speak  of 
them  as'  necessarily  antagoaistic.  In  many  instances  they  work  harmooi- 
ODsly  together,  and  are  of  mntnal  advantage ;  and  there  is  no  necessity  for 
its  being  otherwise  even  in  a  single  case.  It  is  to  be  confessed,  however, 
that  the  immense  circulation  of  literature  of  every  kind,  and  in  every  form, 
has  very  materially  affected  the  place  and  power  of  the  pulpit  These 
are  not  what  they  once  were,  and  they  can  never  again  become  exactly 
what  they  were  in  bygone  days.  It  is  impossible  not  to  see  this,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  it  shonld  not  be  frankly  acknowledged.  We 
hace  no  fear  for  the  decline  of  the  legitimate  inSnence  of  the  pnlpit.  It  is 
an  ordinance  of  divine  appointment ;  and  as  affording  an  opportunity  for  the 
exercise  olperewal  inflnence, — the  influence  of  the  beating  human  heart  and 
lirag  hnman  voice, — it  need  not  fear  the  silent  power  that  has  grown  so 
rapidly  and  spread  so  widely  aroond  it.  The  duty  of  the  Chnrch,  then,  in 
the  present  day,  is  not  to  ignore  the  power  of  the  press,  or  blindly  denounce 
it^bat  cordially  to  recognise  it,  and  nse  it  for  the  highest  ends.  It  is  being 
nsed  to  an  appalling  extent  for  the  worst  and  lowest.  It  is  alarmingly 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  vice.  How  painfnl  it  is  to  see  young  men  and  boys 
in  large  nambers  greedily  devouring  the  loathsome  journal,  which  they 
stealthily  hide  when  parental  eyes  are  turned  towards  them  !  What  pictures 
of  depravity  do  not  many  of  our  serials  present ;  and  in  the  higher  walks  of 
Uterature,  how  audacious  and  powerful  and  persistent  the  attempts  that  are 
made  to  sap  the  very  foundations  of  morality,  and  deprive  us  of  even  the 
shadow  of  religious  belief !  In  these  circnm stances,  it  surely  becomes  good 
men  to  bestir  themselves,  not  only  in  the  way  of  using  legitimate  means  for 
driving  such  enemies  entirely  from  the  field,  but  also  in  the  way  of  supplying 
their  place  with  what  is  healthful  and  attractive.  DoubtlessJ,his  is  being  done. 
What  ia  called  the  Religious  Press  is  not  so  feeble  in  its  workiogs  and 
narrow  in  its  range  as  many  assert.  Still,  very  much  land  remains  to  be 
possessed.  The  enemy,  in  the  shape  of  an  impure  and  godless  literature,  is 
coming  like  a  flood,  and  carrying  away  much  that  is  of  great  price  before  it. 
Our  chuTches  are  wasted,  our  homes  are  made  desolate,  (md  society  is 
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poUatcd  bjr  an  iDvisible  bat  mighty  and  subtle  power,  and  that  is  the  power 
of  the  Press ;  and  there  is  most  nr^eut  need  that  a  banner  be  lifted  np 
against  it.  and  the  Chorch  conld  do  no  better  work  than  derote  the 
best  of  its  resonrces — its  piety,  its  genias,  and  its  wealtb — to  this  undertak- 
ing. And  it  may  be  iacited  to  do  so  not  only  by  a  sense  of  daty,  bnt  by 
the  consiJeratioD  that  while  the  enl  passions  of  men,  and  the  erii  usages 
and  inflneDces  of  sodety,  are  against  it,  the  power  of  the  tmth  and  the  God 
of  tmlh  are  for  it. 

A  small  stone  makes  a  ripple  on  the  sorface  of  the  lake,  and  we  wonld 
humbly  trnst  that  the  infloence  of  onr  Ma;razine  has  not  been  imperceptible, 
and  that  it  has  been  wholly  beneficial  In  beginning  a  new  series,  it  is  wished 
that  that  inflnence  may  at  least  not  be  lessened.  It  has  been  in  existence 
now  for  many  yeare,  and  latterly  it  has  seen  itself  snrroanded  by  a  vast 
crowd  of  monthlies  of  somewhat  different^  and  in  some  cases  of  mnch  greater, 
pretensions.  The  gronnd  occupied  by  these  periodicals,  and  their  nnde- 
nominational  and  partly  secniar  character,  gives  them,  of  coarse,  a  great 
advantage  in  many  ways ;  bnt  yet  there  is  room  for  onr  own — ^and  there  is 
Deed  for  it. 

The  United  Presbyterian  Chnrch  occupies  no  mean  place  in  the  country. 
It  is  more  and  more  felt  to  be  a  power.  Those  who  spoke  of  it  at  one  tinae 
with  compassion  or  contempt  now  adopt  a  very  different  tone.  In  point  of 
numbers  and  resources  it  is  felt  to  be  worthy  of  all  respect ;  and  sorely  it  is 
meet  that  it  should  have  an  organ  specially  deroted  to  the  exposition  and 
defence  of  the  principles  by  which  it  has  all  along  been  distinguished,  and  its 
adherence  to  which  has  been  its  strei^th.  It  cannot  be  said,  howerer  {and 
in  making  this  remark  we  certainly  do  not  mean  to  speak  reproachfully  of 
any),  that  our  Magazine  occupies  the  place  and  wields  the  power  that  it  is 
desirable  it  should  do.  Its  circnlation  might  be  greatly  increased,  and  this 
very  easily.  If  all  our  ministers  and  the  influential  laymen  in  our  congrega- 
tions were  to  bestir  themselves  in  this  matter,  we  would  soon  see  a  decided 
increase ;  and  an  increase  of  circnlation  would  react  favourably  on  the 
Magazine  itself.  It  has  sometimes  been  said,  '  If  time  and  thought  were 
given  to  it,  it  might  be  a  great  power  amongst  us.'  Xow,  '  time  and  thought ' 
have  been  given,  bnt  there  are  limits.  '  lime  and  thought '  are  men's  capital, 
and  of  necessity  mast  be  laid  out  remanaatively.  A  larger  circulation 
would  help  in  this  direction,  which  is  the  really  healthful  one.  Amid 
the  many  schemes  which  now  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Chnrch,  one  for 
rendering  yet  more  influential  onr  denomioational  publications  b  worthy  of 
its  best  consideration. 

There  is  one  feature  of  this  jonmal  which  may  be  noticed,  and  which 
may  greatly  aid  in  iucreasing  its  power,  and  that  is  the  wide  range  of 
sabjects  which  it  embraces.  It  ia  denominational,  yet  most  catholic.  Ita 
pages  are  open  to  simple  services  for  the  children,  and  essays  on  the  mora 
recondite  aspects  of  rehgious  thought;  to  sermons  and  to  stories;  to 
what  concerns  our  Clinreb,  and  to  what  belongs  to  the  Chnrch  UniversaL 
Whatever,  then,  may  be  the  special  gift  of  contributors,  it  may  find  a 
sphere  tor  its  esercise ;  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  those  who  have  so 
kindly  and  ably  helped  by  their  pen  in  previous  numbers  will  still  continue 
to  give  their  valued  assistance,  and  that  others,  from  the  love  they  bear  to 
the  truth  and  to  the  denomination  of  then-  choice,  will  also  take  their  place 
among  our  contributors.  There  is  within  our  borders  the  power — it  needs 
but  the  will — to  make  our  Mngazine  what,  in  point  of  worth  of  matter  and 
width  of  circulation,  its  best  friends  wish  it  to  be. 
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DR.  GUTHRIE'S  MEMOIR. 


There  lie  before  us  the  memoirs  of  two  remarkable  men.  Both  have 
prefixed  to  them  yery  excellent  and  speaking  Ukenesses  of  their  subjects : 
the  one  has  written  under  it, '  Affectionately,  William  Audersoa ; '  the  other, 
'  Yonra  faithfully,  Thomas  Guthrie.'  Had  we  been  asked  before  seeing  them, 
we  would  have  said  that  the  sigoaturea  would  bare  been  exactly  the  opposite ; 
for  though  both  of  them,  like  all  true  men,  were  men  of  genuine  kindliness 
aad  sterling  fidelity,  yet  we  were  in  the  habit  of  supposing  that  the  specialty 
of  William  Anderson  was  fearless  honesty,  that  of  Dr.  Guthrie  winning 
kindness.  And  the  portraits  bear  out  this  opinion.  Dr.  Anderson  has  a 
carious  mixture  of  openness  and  reserve  in  his  look,  as  if  the  matter  in 
band  required  consideration,  perhaps  condemnation ;  Dr.  Guthrie  looks  out 
happily  and  hopefully,  as  if  sure  of  possessing  or  winning  the  love  of  those 
around  him. 

It  was  onr  privilege  to  hear  these  two  great  men  give  two  of  their  greatest 
orations.  The  one  excited  our  indignation  against  priestly  craft  and  crnelty: 
the  other  melted  us  to  tears  aad  tenderness  by  a  recital  of  the  horrors 
and  widely  ramified  calamities  of  war.  We  have  read  these  orations  since  [ 
but  how  cold  the  effect  when  the  striking  and  picturesque  appearance,  the 
trumpet  tones,  and  the  thrilling  earnestness  of  the  speakers  are  not  present  to 
enforce  their  sentiments !  How  impossible  for  the  mere  reader  rightly  to 
know  the  true  orator  I 

Dr.  Guthrie's  Memoh  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The  first  consists  of  an 
Autobiography,  written  in  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  and  which  unfortu- 
nately extends  only  to  the  time  immediately  previous  to  the  Disruption ;  the 
second  consists  of  a  Memoir  proper,  by  two  of  his  sons,  in  which  incidents 
omitted  in  the  Autobiography  are  supplied,  and  others  only  referred  to 
more  fully  given. 

^This  work  has  been  looked  eagerly  forward  to,  and  is  now  widely  sought ; 
and  it  will  not  disappoint  its  readers.  The  Autobiography  possesses  all 
the  characteristics  of  the  Doctor's  writings,  and  in  naturalness  excels  them  all. 
It  is  genial,  picturesqne,  homely,  replete  with  interest  of  many  and  most 
various  kinds.  At  one  part  the  writer  says :  '  To  return  from  this  digression,' 
It  struck  ns  that  the  phrase-  was  quite  nimecesaary,  for  in  reality  this  part 
■  of  the  book  is  a,  continual  digressing  and  returning.  It  is  just  this  feature  of 
it — its  kindly,  eloquent  outpouring  de  omnibus — that  gives  it  its  special  charm. 
The  writers  of  the  Memoir  had  no  easy  task  to  perform,  but  they  have  done 
it  well.  It  evinces  much  care  and  skill ;  and  even  after  you  have  gone 
through  the  first  part  at  the  gallop,  you  feel  in  no  way  inclined  to  lessen 
your  speed  at  the  second.  To  have  succeeded  thus  is  to  have  succeeded 
highly,  Tew  cared  to  address  an  audience  aftei-  Dr.  Guthrie ;  to  write  after 
him  also  involved  no  smaU  difBcalty,  but  the  diEEculty  in  this  case  has  been 
ably  met  and  mastered. 

The  Doctor  gives  us  some  interesting  glimpses  of  bygone  tunes,  in  recalling 
the  character  of  his  ancestors,  nearer  and  more  remote.  Thus  he  speaks  of 
his  grandfather,  a  lovable  man,  and  his  grandmother,  a  lady  worthy  of  all 
attention  in  these  days  of  degenerate  domestic  rule  :  '  Nothing  in  my  tbought- 
Icsa  boyhood  ever  impressed  me  so  much  as  the  reverence  with  which  he 
approached  God,  even  in  saying  a  grace  at  meals.  What  a  contrast  his 
devont  manner  to  the  brief  hurried  mumbhng,  '  For  what  we  are  to  receive. 
Lord  make  us  thankful,'  or  some  such  curt  expression,,!  have  so  often  heard 
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at  the  table  in  England,  and  from  the  lips  even  of  her  clergy  1  When  all  had 
taken  their  seats,  aod  were  WMting  in  BOlemn  silence,  he  slowly  nncoYered  his 
hoary  locke  of  the  cap  be  wore  in  the  bonse,  and  sightly  tbrowii^  back  his 
head,  with  his  open  eyes  raised  to  beaven,  be  implored  a  blessing  on  the  meal, 
bis  voice  and  uplifted  eyes  tremnlons  with  age,  and  bis  connteniuice  wearing 
an  expression  of  profound  devotion. 

'  His  wife,  my  grandmother,  was  no  ordinary  woman.  A  determined  "  wife  " 
was  she, — prOJumcSe,  aa  the  French  say, — sncb  as  I  have  met  with  nowhere 
else  in  life;  and,  saying  what  in  her  conscience  she  thought  right,  neither 
Imsband,  son,  nor  daughter — in  sncb  respect  and  awe  did  they  hold  her — ■ 
dared  to  gainsay  it.  Bowed  and  almost  blind  from  the  time  I  remember,  she 
walked  leiming  on  a  staff,  with  which  the  dogs  considered  themselves  well 
acquainted.  They  stood  in  awe  of  her,  as  did  we  children  also.  Nor  mnch 
wonder ;  for  one  part  of  her  creed  was,  that  childiea  were  too  mnch  indulged. 
So,  when  she  washed  onr  faces,  it  was  to  rub  them  dry  with  a  heavy  hand 
and  the  hardest  towel ;  and  when  on  one  occasion  we  asked  her  for  mnstard 
at  dinner,  it  was  to  meet  a  stern  refusal,  and  get  a  rebuke  sharper  than 
mnstard  for  children  presuming  to  think  of  sncb  a  Inxury.  Prom  her  we 
never  got  so  much  aa  a  penny ;  but  many  a  shilling  from  my  grandfather, 
though  never  till  we  were  ontside  the  hooae,  and  out  of  sight  of  the  old 
lady.' 

Of  his  father  and  mother  we  have  also  given  us  sunny  memories :  his 
father  an  upright,  honourable  man,  who  prospered  in  his  worldly  business,  and 
attained  the  highest  civic  dignity  in  the  ancient  cathedral  city  of  Brechin ; 
his  mother  a  woman  to  be  loved,  and  loved  by  him  with  a  tender  and 
tenacious  affection,  as  his  expression  some  time  before  his  death  tonchingly 
shows :  '  I  will  soon  see  my  mother  and  my  Saviour.' 

Dr.  Guthrie  was  bom  in  Brechin  on  the  12th  July  1808;  being  the 
youngest  but  one  of  a  family  of  thirteen.-  Sometimes  stories  are  related  of 
the  early  years  of  great  men,  that  tell  of  their  coming  greatness.  We  find 
nothing  remarkable  about  Dr.  Gnthrie,  He  was,  however,  what  we  can  easily 
believe,  according  to  the  testimony  of  one  who  was  a  servant  in  the  family 
till  his  eighth  year,  and  who  still  survives,  '  a  ready-witted,  sympatheesin' 
kind  o '  liiddie.'  He  received  the  mdunents  of  his  education  from  a  worthy 
man,  who  combmed  the  occupations  of  weaver  and  teacher.  From  this  the 
lad  was  sent  to  a  school  which  once  boasted  as  its  teacher  the  famous  Dr. 
MKyrie.  We  have  an  anecdote  of  the  Doctor  which  is  worth  relating.  In  his 
section  of  the  Gborch  mnch  strictness  as  to  amusement  was  observed :  all 
games  of  chance  were  forbidden,  but  draughts  were  allowed.  Mr.  M'Crie  and 
bis  minister  enjoyed  themselves  occasionally  with  these,  but  the  minister 
being  an  expert,  was  always  victorious.  This  the  future  biographer  of  Enox 
could  not  allow ;  and,  paying  a  shoemaker,  famous  for  his  skill  in  this  game, 
as  much  per  hour  to  teach  him  as  he  earned  at  the  last,  he  soon  astonished 
his  minister  by  sweeping  the  board  in  a  few  minutes. 

Dr.  Guthrie  is  enamoured  of  the  method  and  material  of  early  mstrnction 
in  those  days.  He  says :  '  Having  learned  onr  letters,  and  some  small  syllables 
printed  on  a  fiy-sheet  of  the  Shorter  Gatecbism,  we  were  at  once  passed  into 
the  Book  of  Proverbs.  That  book  is  without  a  rival  for  beginners,  containing 
quite  a  repertory  of  monosyllables,  and  pure  Saxon — "  English  nndefiled." 
Take  this  passage,  for  example,  where,  with  one  exception,  every  word  is 
formed  of  a  single  syllable,  and  belongs  to  the  Saxon  tongue :  "  Train  np  a 
child  ui  the  way  be  shonld  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from 
it."    What  a  contrast  to  the  silly  trash  of  modmi  scbool-books  for  beginners. 
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vititsncliBentancesaa  '*  Tom  has  a  dog  I"  "The  CRt{8goodI'"'Thecowhafla 
calf  I " '  We  most  saj  that  we  cannot  E^ree  with  the  witty  Doctor  in  the 
present  instance.  It  is  well  to  have  both  eentimenta  and  sentences  progres- 
sively adapted  to  tlje  years  of  the  learner,  and  we  rather  think  that  the  great 
majority  of  youths  of  five  years  of  age  will  find  it  to  be  more  interesting  to 
them  to  be  told  that  '  Tom  has  a  dog,'  than  to  be  exhorted  '  to  train  np  a 
chUd.' 

At  the  too  early  age  of  twelve  he  went  to  the  University  of  Edinborgh. 
He  t«lls  ns  that  at  college  he  was  more  distingnished  for  fan  and  figbtu^ 
thaji  scholarly  attainmoitB,  Ke  made  np,  however,  in.  after  years  at  college 
for  the  remiaanesa  of  bia  earlier  attendance,  Cnrioosly,  matheraatica  and 
natural  phjlosopby  were  hia  tavonrite  studies.  To  these  he  devoted  himself 
in  his  later  collie  days,  and  acquired  the  '  physica,  missing  the  metaphysics,' 
which  he  thonght  favourable  to  the  increase  of  his  common-sense  and  popular 
powers. 

He  waa  licensed  in  1825.  His  appearances  at  that  time  as  a  preacher, 
thoi^h  very  creditable,  gare  little  indicatioii  of  the  peculiar  power  which  he 
was  afterwards  so  mightily  to  wield.  Indeed,  he  seems  to  have  appeared  to 
more  advantage  on  the  pmtform,  givii^  in  his  speeches  which  he  deUvered 
in  behalf  of  rehgions  and  benevolent  objects  indications  of  that  versatility  of 
gift,  that  hnmoor  and  pathos,  by  which  in  after  years  as  a  platform  speaker 
he  waa  so  eminently  diatJngnisbed. 

It  waa  thought  the  mfluence  of  hia  father  would  speedily  procure  for  him 
a  presentation  to  a  parish ;  but  in  this  he  was  disappointed.  Ke  had,  indeed, 
the  offer  of  a  living,  but  on  such  terms  that  he  could  not  condescend  to 
accept  them.  These  were  his  adhesion  to  the  Moderate  party.  This  his 
conscience  and  self-respect  alike  forbade  him  to  do.  As  no  other  presentation 
seemed  to  be  near,  he  resolved  to  spend  the  winter  at  Paris,  in  the  study  of 
medicine.  On  his  way  thither  he  met,  in  London,  with  several  notable  charac- 
ters ;  among  others,  Jcseph  Hume,  of  whom  he  speaks  with  grateful  respect. 
He  also  saw  Dr.  Waugh,  a  name  held  in  bcnonrable  remembrance  amongst 
ns,  of  whom  he  thus  speaks ;  '  I  have  been  at  Dr.  Waagh's.  He  is  one  of 
the  finest,  kindest,  and  most  primitive  old  men  I  have  ever  seen.' 

While  in  Paris  he  kept  a  journal.  Many  extracts  are  given,  and  we 
have  presented  to  ns  a  vivid  picture  of  Parisian  life.  Very  shocking  indeed 
are  the  glimpses  given  into  tlmt  seeming  fair  but  font  and  fetid  society.  One 
wonders  how  civihty  and  politeness  could  bloom  hke  flowers  in  so  much 
corruption,  partly  concealii^  and  partly  revealing  it,  and  making  it  appear 
by  contrast  all  the  more  ghastly.  On  his  return  home,  there  being  still  no 
parish  open  to  receive  him,  he  now  ei^aged  for  two  years  in  a  bank  whose 
business  was  condnct«d  by  members  of  his  family.  Dr.  Onthrie  thinks  that 
the  experience  thns  gained  was  of  signal  service  to  him,  in  giving  a  know- 
ledge of  men  and  affairs  which  is  not  supposed  to  be  possessed  by  clergy- 
men in  general.  Though  almost  tempted  to  give  up  the  idea  of  becoming  a 
minister,  and  suffering  sorely  from  the  hope  deferred  that  maketh  the  heart 
sick,  be  often  preached,  not  in  the  pulpit  only,  but  at  open-air  meetings. 
For  five  weary  years  he  was  harassed  with  all  the  uncertainties  of  the  life  of 
a  probationer,  and  for  the  services  he  rendered  as  such  he  received  the 
mtmificent  remnneration  of  five  gukeas ! 

At  length  he  was  presented  with  the  Hving  of  Arbirlot,  by  the  patron, 
Lord  Panmnre.  It  was  only  fifteen  miles  distant  from  his  native  tovm,  and 
two  or  three  from  Arbroath — a  sea-board  parish  of  a  thousand  inhabitants, 
of  whom  he  speaks  in  the  most  admiring  manner,  and  always  cherishes 
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a  fond  recollection.  His  ordination  cost  him  the  snm  of  £60 — £30  going 
to  the  Government,  and  £30  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  ordination  dinner. 
The  ordination  dinner  was  a  grief  to  the  poor  Doctor,  some  of  his  brethren 
not  being  exactly  total  abstainers.  At  that  time  clerical  intemperance  was 
a  very  much  more  common  thing  than,  happily,  it  ia  now,  and  it  was  not 
easy  to  deal  effectively  with  the  offenders,  as  the  following  case  may  show : — 
'  Nor,  I  may  here  state,  was  that  (deposition)  an  easy  matter  in  those  days. 
The  Moderate  party  raised  every  obstruction  to  Church  discipline,  nsing  all 
legal  quirks  and  quibbles,  and  their  unscrupulous  majorities,  to  shield  the 
worst  offenders.  The  person  I  referred  to  was  notorious  both  for  intem- 
perance and  lying  ;  yet,  not  reckoning  his  expenses,  it  cost  us,  the  ministera 
of  the  presbytery,  about  £500,  and  two  whole  years,  before  we  got  him 
deposed. 

'Looking  more  with  pity  on  the  misery  to  which  deposition  reduces  a 
minister's  wife  and  children,  than  to  the  interests  of  religion  and  the  Chnrch, 
in  sttch  cases  people  often  prove  slow  and  nnwilling  witnesses,  and  though 
not  prepared  to  swear  a  lie,  will  so  hedge  and  dodge  abont  that  it  ia  difficult 
to  get  at  the  truth.  After  we  had  drawn  out  of  them  proof,  in  the  case 
of  this  man,  that  on  such  and  such  occasion  he  talked  arrant  nonsense  in  the 
pclpit,  or  reeled  in  gait  and  stuttered  in  speech, — exhibited,  in  fact,  all  the 
marks  of  drunkenness, — on  being  asked  whether  he  was  drnnk,  they  slipped 
out  of  our  fingers  like  an  eel  Their  auswer  was  this :  "  We'll  no'  say,  far 
less  swear ;  he  might  have  been  sick,  or  something  of  that  kind — wha  tens  ? " 

'  We  were  thus  losing  our  case,  till  we  fell  on  another  vray  of  getting  at 
the  troth.  This  was  by  asking  them,  not  whether  he  was  drunk,  but 
whether,  without  saying  for  a  fact  that  he  was  so,  it  was  their  impression  at 
the  time  that  he  was  dronk.  Into  this  net  most  of  them  walked ;  bnt  one, 
a  strong  partisan  of  the  offending  minister,  was  clever  enough  to  see  that  if 
he  gave  honestly  the  impression  made  on  him  by  his  minister's  appearance 
and  langnage  in  the  pulpit  on  a  particular  Sunday  evening,  he  wonld 
damage  the  cause  be  wished  to  defend. 

'  Besides  other  proofs  of  drunkenness,  having  drawn  this  out  of  him,  that 
the  minister  on  that  occasion,  as  he  lolled  over  the  side  of  the  pulpit, — being, 
in  fact,  unable  to  stand  upright, — said  that  he  loved  his  people  so  much  that 
he  would  carry  them  all  to  heaven  on  his  back,  I  asked  him,  "  Now,  John, 
when  yon  heard  him  say  so,  what  impression  did  so  strange  a  speech  make 
on  yon  ?"  Others,  to  the  same  question,  as  unwilling  witnesses  as  John,  had 
already  said,  thongh  they  would  not  say  he  was  drunk  at  the  time,  they 
certainly  thought  so;  bnt  John  showed  himself  equal  to  the  occasion. 
"Weel,''he  replied,  "  Malster  Guthrie,  I'll  jnst  f«ll  you  what  I  thought. 
There  was  a  great  fat  wife,  yon  see,  sitting  in  the  seat  before  me,  and  thinks 
I,  my  lad,  if  yon  set  off  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven  with  that  wife  on  yonr 
back,  my  certie,  youll  no  be  back  for  the  rest  o'  us  in  a  harry!"' 

Dr.  Guthrie  says  nothing  of  his  marriage  in  his  Autobiography,  bnt  from 
the  Memoir  we  learn.  '  When  ordained,  on  13th  May  1830,  Mr.  Guthrie  was 
in  his  twenty-seventh  year.  Some  years  previously  he  had  been  betrothed  to 
Anne,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  Rev.  James  Barns  of  Brechin,  their  engage- 
ment having  taken  place  when  he  was  twenty-three  and  she  just  sixteen 
years  old.  They  were  married  by  the  bride's  father,  en  6th  October  1830, 
five  months  after  his  ordination  to  his  new  charge.' 

We  have  now  Dr.  Guthrie  before  us  as  parish  minister.  And  he  made 
full  proof  of  his  ministry,  deeply  interesting  himself  in,  and  earnestly 
exerting  himself  for,  both  the  temporal  and  spiritual  welfare  of  his  Sock. 
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A  parish  library,  savings  bank,  Bible  class,  and  prayer-meetings  were 
estabUshed  by  t^m,  and  carefnlly  condncted  by  himself.  While  labouring 
thus  asaidnonsly,  be  had  two  narrow  escapes  from  death, — one  by  drowning, 
another  from  a  severe  and  long-protracted  attacli  of  inSnenza,  a  enbtle 
malady,  which  at  that  time  prostrated  almost  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district.  We  have  not  much  given  of  Dr.  Oathrie's  personal  religions 
experience,  bnt  from  one  exclamation  uttered  by  him,  as  he  seemed  to  be 
on  the  brink  of  the  other  world,—'  What  would  I  do  now  if  I  had  not  my 
Saviour  ? ' — we  ieam  the  Bock  on  which  he  always  leant,  though,  like  many 
other  good  men,  he  was  not  alwaya  speakli^  of  it. 

We  have  a  very  interesting  glimpse  given  of  the  feeh'ngs  ot  his  people  in 
reference  to  his  first  pulpit  appearance,  and  also  his  leaving  them,  in  a  coo- 
versation  between  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomson  and  an  aged  parishioner,  a  fond 
admirer  of  the  eloquent  Doctor : — ' "  Do  yon  remember  anything  abont  Mr. 
Oathrie's  first  sermon  in  Arbirlot*"  "  Aye,  weel,  minister.  There  was  ^ 
terrible  mote  of  folk  the  first  Sabbath,  anxions  to  see  if  he  wonld  be  like 
Maister  Watson  that  was  afore  him,  Maister  Watson  preached  without 
a  paper  till  be  was  eighty,  and  then  he  read  seven  years,  till  he  was  eighty- 
Beveii,  and  then  he  died,  ye  see.  Bnt,  as  I  was  tellin'  ye,  he  used  the  paper 
for  seven  year,  and  was  gettin'  unco  dry ;  so  we  was  watchin '  if.  our  new 
minister  wad  be  ony  brisker  like.  Maister  Guthrie,  he  gie  oot  the  text  fi-ae 
the  reader's  Bible,  and  syne  he  shut  to  the  book.  At  that,  anld  William 
Airth  (William  was  the  smith,  ye  ken)  stood  up  in  his  seat,  the  way  some- 
time we  was  allowed  in  thae  days,  it  ye'd  been  sittin'  ower  lang.  He  was 
reckoned  a  terrible  critic  upon  mea  Up  he  started  till  his  feet,  and  I  tell 
ye,  he  stood  like  a  bord  the  whole  time,  forgettin'  to  sit  doon.  Sae,  when  the 
kirk  cam'  oot,  a'  body  was  gatherin'  at  the  end  o'  the  brig,  and  the  foremost 
cries  to  auld  William  Airth,  the  smith,  '  Weel,  William,  what  do  yon  think 
theday,you  that's  heard  sae  mony  preachers  ?  what  do  ye  think  o'himf 
Says  William,  pressing  past  them,  and  speakin'  to  himself,  Uke, '  That's  the 
preacher,  lads!  that's  the  preacher ! '  I  mind  it  weel;  he  jist  did  wonderfn' 
at  the  very  first."  ..."  Did  he  not  get  a  call  soon  after  he  came,  before 
the  time  he  left  yon  f "  "  Aye,  tae  Greenside  in  Edinburgh ;  the  village  was 
in  a  terrible  steer  aboot  it."  ..."  Were  the  parishioners  ill  pleased, 
then,  David,  when  he  did  go  away?"  "Ill  pleased,  ca' ye  it  T  III  pleased! 
I  tell  ye  they  were  greetin' — they  were  a'  greetin'." ' 

It  was  while  he  was  at  Arbirlot  that  the  Voluntary  Controversy  iwgan 
to  r^e.  He  gives  a  very  graphic  and  amusing  description  of  the  way  in 
which  be  tnmbled  into  it,  one  of  his  comrades  being  the  late  well-known 
Br.  Robert  Lee  (who  was  not,  he  says,  over-burdened  with  modesty),  and  his 
opponents  being  Dr.  John  Ritchie,  of  controversial  fame,  and  Mr.  Davidson 
ot  Arbroath,  now  Dr.  Davidson  of  Edinburgh, 

Dr,  Guthrie  always  speaks  kindly  of  the  Seceders.  Several  of  his  near 
relatives  and  his  own  mother  waited  on  the  ministry  ot  the  Secession  Church, 
on  account  of  the  greater  edification  derived  therefrom.  But  coriously,  not- 
withstanding this,  and  notwithstanding  his  experience  of  the  ten  years  of 
negotiation  for  union,  the  Doctor  seems  not  to  have  quite  understood  the 
position  of  the  great  body  of  Dissenters  in  reference  to  establishments  and 
endowments,  as  the  following  quotation  will  show.  The  daffl  is  January 
*,  1873  L — '  It  was  while  I  held  my  charge  at  Arbirlot  that  the  great 
Volnntary  Controversy  began  to  rage.  It  was  fed,  fostered,  and  greatly 
exasperated  by  the  fear  which  the  Dissenters  naturally  entertained  for  the 
attempts  which  the  Church  of  Scotland,  under  Dr.  Chalmers,  was  making 
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to  raise  a  larae  namber  of  additional  chnrches,  to  be  endowed  b;  the  State. 
If  this  Church  extension,  as  it  was  called,  sacceeded,  it  would  cut  oet  the 
gronod  below  a  large  Dumber  of  the  Dissenting  Churches  of  the  coDntiy,  Bince 
people,  in  the  popular  election  of  their  ministers,  would  enjoy  all  the  priri- 
leges  of  Dissent,  without  haying  to  pay  for  them  by  maintaining  ministers 
and  ordmances  at  their  own  expenae.  This  was  driring  the  Dissenting  or 
Voluntary  Churches  into  a  corner.  The  bread  of  the  ministers  and  their  very 
existence  were  in  danger,  so  they  were  driven  desperate — ready,  rather  than 
be  pnlted  down  themselves,  to  pull  down  all  Estabhshroents.  In  forcing  the 
Dissenters  into  this  desperate  position,  I  thought  the  Church  wrong  both  in 
point  of  principle  and  of  policy.  The  Dissenters  had  preserved  religion,  and 
made  up  for  a  lack  of  service  for  many  years  in  many  parts  of  the  country  ; 
and  I  would  have  had  these  services  practically  acknowledged,  by  our  asking 
the  Qovemment,  when  we  sought  the  endowments  for  the  purpose  of  extend- 
ii^  the  Chorch,  to  endow  any  and  every  party,  though  seceders  from 
the  Chnrch  of  Scotland.  Bat  this,  which  at  that  early  period  would  have 
taken  off  the  edge  of  Dissenting  opposition  to  the  extension  of  the  Church  as 
contemplated  by  Dr.  Ghahners,  and  would  thus  have  been  as  consistent  with 
policy  as  with  principle,  was  not  done.' 

It  is  very  far  from  our  wish  to  be  controversial  in  the  present  paper,  but 
we  must  say  we  think  it  a  pity  that  the  part  taken  by  Dissenters  in  this 
controversy  should  be  represented  as  one  of  personal  interest,  rather  than  of 
principle;  and  we  mast  add,  that  it  is  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the 
offer  of  endowments,  on  am/  terms,  would  have  been  accepted  by  the  great 
mass  of  Volnntaries — it  being  their  conviction  that  the  State  has  no  right  to 
make,  nor  the  Church  to  accept,  such  an  offer.  Duty  and  privilege  go  hand 
in  hand,  and  those  who  eqjoy  the  privil^e  should  perform  the  duty. 

The  Doctor  was  a  warm  and  earnest  advocate,  from  the  beginning  of  his 
ministry,  of  the  abolition  of  patron^e.  He  thought  the  Non-IntruBion 
party  ought  to  have  kept  themselves  to  this  point,  and  that  they  wonld  have 
gained  it,  and  thus  saved  the  necessity  for  a  disruption,  Bud  won  over  Dis- 
senters. Of  course,  if  certain  circumstances,  which  are  not,  had  transpired, 
it  in  impossible  to  say  what  else  might  have  been.  But  we  rather  think  it 
wonld  not  have  been  possible  to  get  patronage  abolished,  and  that  even 
though  it  had  actually  been  blotted  from  the  Statute  Book,  Dissenters 
would  not  have  returned  to  the  bosom  of  the  Establishment  This  qnestion 
is  a  much  wider  one  than  what  relates  merely  to  patronage  or  endowments ; 
it  embraces  the  whole  subject  of  religious  liberty,  and.  not  only  the  dnty  of 
the  State,  but  that  of  the  Church  also. 

The  part  he  took  in  this  controversy  led  ultimately  to  his  being  trans- 
lated to  Edinburgh,  as  colleague  to  Mr.  Syme,  in  the  church  of  Old 
Greyfriars.  In  this  wider  and  more  prominent  sphere  his  energy  and 
eloquence  increased,  and  from  the  first  his  labours  were  moat  abandant,  and 
his  audiences  numerous  and  admiring.  Men  of  all  kinds,  however  diSerent 
might  be  their  views,  or  little  practically  impressed  by  his  discourses,  felt  and 
acknowledged  his  spell.  '  I  am  gann  to  have  a  greet  with  Outhrie,'  Lord 
Cockbnm  would  say  on  a  Sabbath  mommg,  as  be  betook  hunself  to  Old 
Greyfriars  or  St.  John's.  And  a  worthy  elder  of  our  own  Church,  who 
follows  the  occupation  of  Wilham  Airth,  tells  us  of  a  poor  waif,  who,  fallen 
from  a  good  position  through  intemperance,  said  one  evening,  as  Dr.  Guthrie 
formed  the  subject  of  conversation  around  the  smithy  fire, '  Ton  know  I  pro- 
fess nothing — nothing — yet  I  would  go  ten  miles  any  day  to  hear  him,'  He 
continued  to  prepare  for  the  pulpit  with  the  greatest  care,  devotii^  three 
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hours  to  it  e7ery  monung  before  breaMaat,  and  wisely  reBolring  to  follow 
the  bent  of  his  geniua — not  attempting  a  cold  and  intellectual  Btyle  of  preach- 
ii^  (as  he  had  Been  some  miniBters  do  on  their  remoTal  to  a  city  chaise,  and 
failing  thereby),  bat,  believing  that  all  hearts  were  alike,  to  address  them  in 
the  plain  and  perEoasive  and  pictorial  manner  in  which  he  so  greatly  ex- 
celled. He  wisely  resolved  at  this  time  to  devote  the  evening  to  hiB  family, 
aa  he  bad  seen  the  families  of  public  men  sofFer  sorely  tbrongh  the  want  of 
paternal  care.  He  rightly  judged  that  more  tban  charity  shonld  begin  at 
home. 

About  three  yeEirs  after  his  removal  to  Edinburgh  he  took  possesBion  of 
the  church  of  St.  John's,  which  had  been  specially  bailt  for  him,  the  parish 
of  which  included  the  worst  and  lowest  districts  in  the  city.  In  the  Cow- 
gate  and  neighbourhood  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  every  day  for  seven 
years;  and  we  all  know  something  of  the  scenes  he  witnessed.  It  was  amidst 
the  wretchedness  and  degradation  he  saw  all  around  him,  largely  caused  by 
drunkenness,  that  he  waa  led  to  adopt  and  advocate  the  principle  of  total 
abstinence. 

His  visitation  was  no  perfunctory  thing ;  it  was  systematic  and  careful.  He 
kept  a  book,  and  took  notes  of  the  namee  and  situation  of  the  funiliea  he 
visited.  Thns :  '  Tyler's  Land,  Mother,  48,  very  dehcate,  sober,  often  not 
able  to  work,  splitting  wood.  Ann,  10,  Mary,  8 — shake  down — pawned 
gown  to  help  rent;  also  shift,  petticoat  of  mother's,  two  frocks  of  girls', 
bonnet  of  her  own,  cut  down  bedstead  to  sell,  all  to  buy  food — children 
wonld  not  want  it.'  How  different  this  painstaking  labour  from  that  of 
a  worthy  divine  of  the  last  centuryj  whose  work  lay  in  the  same  locaUty, 
who  went  once  a  year  to  the  month  of  each  close,  and  lifting  his  hat,  prayed 
that  God  would  be  pleased  to  bless  all,  youn^  and  old,  in  this  close,  and 
then  dCTiarted,  having  made  his  annual  visitation ! 

Dr.  Gnthrie,  on  coming  to  Edinburgh,  was  naturally  thrown  among  the 
men  and  scenes  of  the  Disruption.  We  have  very  interesting  notices  of  the 
distinguished  divines  and  elders  of  those  days,  and  several  curious  side 
glimpses  are  given  of  Chalmers,  the  grandest  of  them  all.  At  one  time  he 
speaks  of  Dr.  Quthrie  as  '  a  raw  lad  from  the  country,'  at  another  as  '  a 
man  of  sound  miud,'  but  entertaining,  aa  we  know,  a  very  cordial  admiration 
of  the  man  so  variously  described.  We  have  aa  incident  related  in  con- 
nection with  the  well-known  Eoberfc  M'Cheyne,  which  throws  a  new 
%bt  on  one  who,  in  the  estimation  of  many,  was  somewhat  morbid  in  hia 
rel^ions  views :  'On  behalf  of  Church  extension,  I  visited  a  considerable 
portion  of  Forfarshire,  to  stir  up  to  zeal  in  that  cause  both  the  ministers 
and  people.  It  was  then  that  Robert  M'Cheyne  met  with  an  accident  which 
began  the  illnesa  that  terminated  in  his  death.  He  accompanied  me  on  my 
tonr  to  Errol,  full  of  buoyant  spirits  and  heavenly  conversation.  After 
breakfast  we  strolled  into  the  garden,  where  there  stood  some  gymnastic 
poles,  and  apparatus,  set  up  for  the  use  of  Mr.  Orierson's  family.  No  ascetic, 
no  stiff  and  formal  man,  but  ready  for  any  innocent  and  healthful  amuse- 
ment, these  no  sooner  caught  Mr.  MKjheyne's  eye,  than,  challenging  me  to 
do  the  like,  he  rushed  at  a  horizontal  pole  resting  on  the  forks  of  two 
upright  ones,  and  went  through  a  lot  of  athletic  manteuvres.  I  was  button- 
ing up  to  succeed,  and  try  if  I  could  outdo  him,  when,  as  he  hung  by  his 
heels  and  hands,  some  five  or  six  feet  above  the  ground,  all  of  a  sndden  the 
pole  sniped  asunder,  and  he  came  down  with  his  back  on  the  groimd  with 
a  tremendous  thud.  He  sickened,  was  borne  into  the  manse,  lay  there  for 
days,  and  was  nevw  the  same  man  again.' 
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The  Antobiograpby  nnfortnnately  stops  jnst  at  the  eve  of  the  DiBTuption, 
the  last  thing  recorded  being  a  meeting  held  at  Moffat,  in  which  Dr.  Elder 
aod  he  gained  a  triumph  over  important  local  magnates  in  favonr  of  Non- 
Intrnaion  principles.  We  lament  that  the  pen  which  could  have  bo  graphi- 
cally described  the  great  events  which  follow  had  to  be  laid  aside,  and  that 
the  eloquent  tongue  was  hushed  in  the  silence  of  death.  But  whilst  this  is  a 
loss,  yet,  judging  from  the  work  done,  and  done  so  well,  by  his  biographers, 
we  may  expect  in  the  work  to  come  volnmea  replete  with  interest  and  in- 
struction.  Many  of  the  men  of  threescore  will  hve  old  days  over  again,  and 
a  younger  generation  will  learn,  in  pages  as  fascinating  as  those  of  any  work 
of  fiction,  of  the  doughty  deeds  and  noble  men  of  bygone  tjmes. 

That  thoughtful  writer,  John  Foster,  says :  '  There  are  some  people  who 
are  continaally  inquiring  how  sin  came  into  the  world;  bat  sin  being  here,  it 
is  our  dnty  to  endeavour  to  get  it  oat.'  What  Dr.  Guthrie's  cogitations 
abont  the  origin  of  evil  might  be,  he  tells  ns  not,  but  no  one  ever  set  himself 
more  reBolntely  to  drive  sm  out  of  the  world,  and  if  possible  prevent  it  from 
entering  it.  And  whilst  he  pursues  his  own  way,  he  is  not  insensible  to  the 
excellences  of  others,  thongh  differii^  widely  from  himself  and  from  each 
other  in  many  respects.  When  he  was  in  Paris  as  a  student,  he  had  many 
a  stent  controversy  with  a  Popish  priest,  who  seems  to  have  been  an 
eccentric  bat  sterling  man.  He  says  :  '  I  have  never  seen  him  since,  but  I 
expect  to  meet  him  in  heaven.'  Dr.  M'Cosh,  in  one  of  the  papers  of  interest- 
ing reminiscences  which  he  furnishes,  says:  'I  have  a  vivid  recollection  of 
his  taking  me  up,  on  one  occasion,  to  a  place  some  half  dozen  miles  off,  to 
the  funeral  of  a  co-presbyter.  We  travelled  in  a  cart,  which  he  Uked  to  do; 
it  reminded  him  of  his  boyish  days,  when  he  and  other  children  went  out  to 
the  coontry.  We  talked  of  the  departed  minister,  who  was  a  staunch 
Moderate;  but  Mr.  Gnthrie  maintained  that  he  was  a  sincerely  pious  man, 
though  broQght  np  in  a  bad  school.' 

He  who  could  see  a  brother  Christian  and  an  heir  of  glory  in  a  Romish 
priest  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  Moderate  minister  on  the  other,  was  no 
naiTow  bigot,  bnt  a  large-hearted,  finely  sympathetic,  keenly  penetrating 
man.  We  may  not  expect  many  dowered  with  like  gifts,  for  geniuses  are 
not  thickly  strewn ;  hut  we  can  wish  for  no  better  boon  forthe  Chnrch,  in  all 
its  sections,  than  minigters  in  plenty  imbned  with  a  like  gpirit  to  that  of 
Thomas  Gnthrie.  Baix:rko. 


PAPAL  CLAIMS;  OR,  THE  POPE  AND  THE  EMPEROR. 

Among  the  ecdesiaHtJcal  events  that  have  recently  taken  place  in  Europe,  there  is 
perliape  Done  more  important  in  iteelf,  or  more  deserving  the  earnest  and  tliought- 
tul  consideration  of  all  claeeeB  of  Protestants,  than  the  correspondence  betweca  the 
Pope  and  the  Emperor  William  oit  Germany.  That  the  Roman  Pontiff  should  have 
ventured,  in  the  present  aspect  of  matters  on  tlie  Oontineut,  to  have  indited  such  an 
epistle,  and  especially  that  he  sliould  have  hod  the  hardihood  to  put  forth  such 
arrogant  ckims  aa  he  does  in  it,  may  well  ezdte  both  Burprtse  and  inquiry ;  for 
the  letter  itself  is  certainlj  not  only  most  oSeneive  and  iuaulting  in  its  spirit  and 
tone,  hut  is  so  greatly  at  variance  with  the  caution  and  subtlety  by  which  Papal 
documents  are  usually  characterized,  that  we  do  not  wonder  that  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  Popiah  newspapers  should,  at  first  sight,  have  regarded  it  as  a  foigery,  for 
they  could  not  conceive  that  his  Holiness  would  be  so  far  left  to  himself  aa  to  issue 
so  weak,  impudent,  and  unsatisfactory  a  prodnction.  Even  Cardinal  Cullen  de- 
nounced it  ID  his  Dublin  of&cial  organ,  the  Evening  Post,  and  declared  that  'at 
first  sight  tlie  correspondence  might  be  seen  to  he  an  impudent  and  ridiculous  in- 
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veotioQ  of  the  enemies '  of  bis  HolmesB.  Archbialiop  Mannine  also  appetira  to  Imve 
taken  a  similar  view  of  it ;  for  in  his  sennon  delivered  in.  St.  Edward's  Cbapel, 
LoDdon,  on  Sunday  tbe  19th  of  October,  and  reported  at  length  in  the  THmet  of 
next  morning,  he  speaks  of  the  two  letters  as  '  two  documents,  neither  cf  which 
could  he  admit  ae  gennine.'  Neither  of  these  two  eminent  dignitaries  of  the  Romish 
Church  could  allow  themselTea  to  believe  that  the  PontifE  had  aotnally  written  bo 
undignified  and  imprudent  a  letter,  which,  instead  of  adding  to  bia  character  for 
wisdom,  afforded  another  free^  proof  of  the  dotage  into  which  he  ia  unqnesstiooably 
falling.  Of  the  genuineness  of  the  pontifical  epistle  there  cannot  now  be  a  single 
doubt ;  and  if  current  report  is  to  be  believed,  Cardinal  Cullen  has  been  told  this 
by  the  Pope  himself,  in  terms  not  very  complimentary  to  that  imperioua  and  pre- 
tentions hierarch.  In  commenting  on  this  pontifical  composition,  we  do  not  intend 
to  review  those  portions  of  it  in  idiich  the  recent  dedinge  of  the  Prussian  Covent- 
ment  with  the  Ultramontane  bishops  and  clergy  are  condemned  and  denounced. 
Our  purpose,  at  present,  is  to  examine  the  very  extraordinary  claim  which  tbe 
Pope  puts  forth  in  it,  to  exercise  authority  and  control  over  all  baptized  persona,  no 
matter  whether  they  belong  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  or  are  by  conviction  and  pro- 
fession connected  with  heretical  or  schismaticai  communities. 

As  this  subject  is  not  well  understood  by  a  very  large  proportion  of  British  Pro- 
testants, it  is,  we  think,  both  important  and  necessary  that  it  should  be  explained 
to  them,  and  especially  as  the  claim  has  been  so  boldly  and  unhesitatingly  made 
by  Pope  Pioa  himself  in  the  face  ol  all  Europe. 

In  a  goodly  nnmber  of  onr  leading  newspapers  this  claim  has  been  spoken  of  as 
a  perfectly  new  one,  and  now  for  l£e  first  time  put  forth  by  the  Roman  Pontiff. 
But  this  is  a  great  mistake,  and  arises  from  want  of  acquaintance  with  the  dog- 
matic history  of  the  Papacy ;  for  there  are  few  pointe  in  the  whole  system  of 
Romish  doctrine  that  have  been  more  pliunly  and  persistentlytauglit  for  generations 
past  than  (iia  one.  In  the  decrees  and  canons  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Church  over  all  baptized  persons  is  clearly  implied  and  taught.  In  the 
fourth  canon,  baptism,  although  administered  by  Protestants,  is,  with  wonderful 
Uberality,  declar^  to  be  true  baptism :  '  Whosoever  shall  affirm  that  baptism  when 
administered  by  heretics,  in  tbe  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  with  the  intention  of  doing  what  the  Chnrch  does,  is  not  true  baptism, 
let  him  be  accursed.'  But  the  Uberality  of  the  Tridentine  fathers  is  only  apparent, 
and  was  intended  to  pave  the  way  tor  claiming  all  baptized  Protestanta,  whether 
children  or  adults,  as  members  of  the  Ghnich  of  Rome,  and,  as  euch,  subject  to  her 
authority  and  laws,  so  that  they  caif  be  compelled  by  penal  enactments  to  suVimit 
implicitly  to  her  authority.  And  that  this  is  the  meaning  of  the  Gonncil  is  clear 
from  the  thirteenth  canon,  which  declares  that  'children  are  to  be  reckoned  among 
the  faithful  by  the  reception  of  baptism ;  '  in  other  words,  all  baptized  children  are 
declared  to  be  members  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  no  matter  when,  or  where,  or  by 
whom  they  may  have  been  baptized,  although  it  was  by  heretics,  schismatics,  Jews, 
pagans,  or  infidels ;  if  those  performing  tie  rite  intended  to  do  what  the  Church 
does,  their  baptism  is  Christian  baptism."  In  the  eighth  and  fourteenth  canons, 
again,  an  anathema  is  fulminated  against  anyonewho  shall  affirm  that  baptized  per- 
sons are  not  bound  by  all  the  precepts  of  the  Church,  whether  vrritten  or  traditional, 
or  are  not  obliged  to  observe  them,  whether  willing  or  unwilling,  or  may  not  bo 
compelled  to  do  so  by  other  punishments  than  suspension  or  exclusion  from  Chnrch 
privileges.  In  the  catechism  of  the  Trent  Council,  the  authority  of  the  Church 
over  baptized  heretics  is  still  further  and  more  fully  defined.  In  discuaang  the 
question,  'Who  those  are  who  are  excluded  from  the  pale  of  the  Church,'  the 
fothers  thus  describe  them  ;  '  Only  three  classes  of  persons  are  excluded  from  her 
pate, — first,infidels;  next, bereticsandschismatica;  and lastly.the excommunicated: 
mfidels,  because  they  never  belonged  to  and  never  knew  the  Church,  nor  were 
they  ever  made  partakers  of  any  of  the  sacraments  in  the  communion  of  a  Christian 

*  Thst  th's  is  the  ■athoritative  doctrine  o(  the  Ohnroh  of  Bome  on  this  point  is  cle«r  from 
the  iecTMB  ol  the  Connoil  of  Florence  in  1437,  which  declare,  fh»t  'En  case  ot  neceHBily, 
Dot  only  ft  priest  or  deacon,  bnt  also  a  layman  or  womaii,  nay,  even  a  pagan  or  lieretic,  can 
baptiie,  it  £b  observes  the  forms  of  the  Church,  and  Intends  to  do  what  the  Chnrch  docB.'-J 
CoHcU.  Flor^  Labbt,  torn.  viii.   - 
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ptmk;  beretica  and  sdikmatics,  beeaiue  they  bxre  serered  themadrw  from  tlie 
Chmch,  for  tiuy  DO  moie  belongtoit  than  desertecBbeltHig  to theumjEram  which 
tbej  have  dcaoted.  It  ia  not,  bowerer,  to  be  denied  that  tber  are  still  subject 
to  die  powa  of  the  Church,  aeeiiig  that  &ej  may  be  cited  before  her  tribniial, 
' '  ed,  and  eondeniDed  by  aaatbema.'  *  Id  the  tiaynooth  clan-boolB  the  eame 
« ia  tao^  in  eqnall;r  dear  and  esprew  terma.  Delahogce,  in  his  Theolngy, 
■aya :  '  nie  Chmch  retaina  tta  power  orer  all  heretics,  apoetates,  and  Bchismatics, 
thongh  they  may  no  longer  belong  to  ita  body,  as  a  geiiei«l  may  hare  right  to  in- 
flict paniiliment  on  a  dwrter,  Uioagh  bis  naine  is  no  iataga  on  the  mnster-ioll  of 
tiieanny.'i' 

In  nioet  of  theae  qnotattons  it  ia  ^trmed  t^t  baptized  heretica,  though  sobject 
to  the  diacipliiie  and  laws  of  the  Church,  are  not  members  of  it.  Bat  we  fiod  that 
eren  on  this  point  there  is  a  diversity  of  opinion  among  the  authorities;  for  no  less 
a  personage  Oiam  Pope  Benedict  xiv.  affirma,  with  eqn&t  po^tiTeness,  that  all  bap- 
tised heretics  are  members.  In  his  ctmatitation  concerning  the  Talidityofamarriage 
that  had  token  place  between  a  Jewish  man  and  a  PmteBtant  woman,  both  of 
whom,  however,  nad  afterwards  conformed  to  the  Church  of  Borne,  that  Pontiff 
givM  the  following  deliverance :— '  Hence  &m  also  is  ascertained,  that  he  who 
recrives  baptism  from  a  heretic  becomes,  by  virtae  thereof,  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church ;  for  the  private  error  of  the  baptizer  cannot  derive  the  person 
of  this  felicity,  if  he  confer  the  sacrament  in  the  faith  of  the  tme  Chm^h,  and  pre- 
serve its  institationa  on  those  things  which  belong  to  the  validity  of  baptism, 
Suarez  confirms  this  with  great  ability,  in  his  defence  of  tlie  Catludic  faith  against 
the  errors  of  the  English  sect,  when  he  proves  that  every  baptized  person  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Chnrch;  adding  this  also,  that  if  a  heretic,  as  often  happens,  baptize  an 
infant  who  is  imable  to  exercise  an  act  of  faith,  there  is  no  impediment  to  the 
child  receiving  a  habit  of  f^th  with  baptism.' 

'  We  have  also  fnllv  ascertained  that  those  baptized  by  heretics,  if  they  come 
to  that  age  in  which  they  can  of  themselves  distinguish  good  from  evil,  but  adhere 
to  the  errors  of  their  baplizer,  are  to  be  repelled  from  the  osity  of  the  Cbnrcb,  and 
be  deprived  of  tboM  benefits  which  members  enjoy ;  but  they  are  not  to  be  freed 
from  its  aatbority  and  laws,  as  Gonzalez  has  wisely  shown.'  t 

This  jndgmeut,  infallible  doubtless,  as  having  been  nttered  ex  cathedra  by  his 
Holiness,  is  certainly  not  very  consistent  in  its  statements,  for  the  first  part  of  it 
ia  cleariy  not  in  harmony  with  the  latter  portion.  Still  it  is  regarded  as  a  deliver- 
ance as, to  the  baptism  of  heretics  of  great  authority  with  Popish  casuists.  In  the 
examination  of  Dr.  Nicolas  Slevin,  Professor  of  Canon  Ijbw  m  Maynooth  in  1627, 
at  contained  in  the  eighth  Seport  of  the  Commisdoners  of  Irish  Education,  he  was 
asked  several  questions  about  tlie  foregoing  decision  of  Pope  Benedict,  and  he  gave 
the  following  explanation  of  the  principles  on  which  the  decision  was  founded ; — ■ 
'  The  Pope,' ne  says,  '  contends  that  the  female,  being  a  Protestant,  was  a  Christian, 
and  as  such  was  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  Church  of  Christ;  and  the  Soman 
Catholic  Church,  being,  of  course,  considered  by  him  to  be  the  tme  Church,  ha 
infers  that  the  Protestant  female  was  subject  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Chumi.' 
In  a  subsequent  part  of  his  evidence  Dr.  Slevin  thus  syllogizes  it : — '  AProtcstant 
is  a  Christian  ;  ali  Christians  are  subject  to  the  authority  of  the  tme  Church  of 
Christ ;  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  is  the  true  Church  of  Christ ;  and  therefore 
a  Protestant  is  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  Soman  Catholic  Church.'  'The 
Pope,'  he  further  says,  '  claims  authority  over  Protestants,  on  the  ground  that 
though  the  Protestants  have  separated  from  the  Roman  Catholic  Cbnrcb,  and 
declared  themselves  independent  of  her,  yet,  having  been  baptized,  they  are  subject 
to  her  lawa    He  compares  tiiem  to  rebels  under  a  civil  government :  a  citizen  who 

*  Caltchumai  ad  Pecrockat.  Qaeet.  vlli.  C&p,  ^, 

f  DeUhofne,  Tivdaiut  dt  Theologia^p.  404.  Many  ProleslaelBBni  it  difficult  loonderBtand 
the  Fopiih  nonieiiolaturs.  The  terms  need,  however,  have  all  a.  deflolM  aigniflcation.  By 
heretioi,  Pcotestante  nre  niennt ;  by  schiBmalioa,  the  adherents  (rf  the  Greek  Church;  while 
by  spoautes  or  rebels,  sxo  mF&Qt  those  vbo  were  once  connected  with  the  Church  of  Bome, 
bnt  have  left  It.  and  allied  tbemeelves  with  other  coiamunionB. 

t  Benedict  Xiv.,  Bulhr,  vol.  viL  p.  26,  ed.  Mecbliniie,  1827. 
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rebels  ageinBt  the  goTernment  onder  which  he  lives,  is  atill  liable  to  be  poDiahed 
bj  the  laws  of  that  government.' 

Such,  then,  is  the  authoritative  teaching  oi  the  Papacy  in  regard  to  the  cMm 
which  the  Pope  and  Chnrch  of  Rome  armgate  over  Pioceetanta  of  aubjeccion  to  the 
laws  and  discipline  of  their  Church  ;  and  had  they  the  political  power  which  they 
once  poBBessed  in  this  land,  and  which  they  are  now  straining  every  nerve  to  regain, 
we  would  very  soon  be  taught  praotioally  what  tbey  mean  t>y  our  'being  sabject 
to  the  laws  of  the  Church.'  We  are  well  aware  that  Romanists  are  mmally  in  the 
habit  of  muntaining  that  the  jurisdiction  which  their  Church  claims  over  Frotei- 
tants  ia  entirely  spiritual,  and  that  the  only  ponishmenta  she  iuflicte  are  eccleBiastical 
censures ;  and  every  effort  ia  put  forth  to  lull  suspicion  asteep  on  tbia  subject.  Dr. 
Slevin,  in  hia  evidence,  from  which  I  have  aaoted,  asserted  over  and  over  again 
that  'the  Church  inflicts  no  temporal  pimiahmentfi,  but  only  spiritual  cenaur^.' 
But  when  pressed  on  the  subject,  he  was  forced  to  acknowledge  that  this  was  the  case 
only  '  in  countries  that  are  not  Catholic,  and  where  the  ecclosiastjcal  laws  are  not 
supported  by  the  arm  of  civil  authority  ; '  •  plainly  admitting  that  in  oountriea 
where  Popery  is  dominant,  and  where  the  civil  authority  aids  the  Bpiritnal,  Protes- 
tant heretics  may  be  subjected  to  temporal  punishment.  As  a  specimen  of  the 
way  in  which  the  Popish  clergy  treat  Proteatant  heretics,  and  bow  the  Church's 
censures  carry  temporal  effects  with  tbem,  we  shall  take  a  case  no  farther  away 
than  Ireland,  and  which  occurred  only  a  few  years  ago,  when  a  priest  cursed  from 
the  altar  one  of  his  own  flock,  who  had  been  guilty  of  the  great  crime  of  teaching  some 
poor  neighbours  to  read  the  Irish  Scriptures.  The  priest  appeared  at  the  altar, 
with  beU,  boob,  and  candle,  and  said :  '  I  give  my  curse  and  God's  curse  on 
M'Laagblin,  and  every  person  that  will  hold  communication  with  bim  shall  share 
in  the  same  excommunication  ;  and  every  one  who  will  work  beside  him  in  the  field, 
or  eat  at  the  same  table.'  He  then  rang  the  bell,  and  going  to  the  sides  of  the 
altar,  estinguisbed  the  candle,  '  in  token,'  he  said,  '  that  M'lAughlin's  Ught  was 
put  out  in  the  presence  of  God.'  Aa  soon  as  this  was  done,  the  man's  neighbours 
ahnaned  bim,  and  when  they  met  him  on  the  road,  they  passed  biin  by  on  the  other 
side.  Hia  debtors,  too,  for  he  was  a  miller  by  trade,  refuaed  to  pay  him  what  they 
owed  him.  On  one  occasion  he  went  into  the  house  of  a  neighbour,  whose  wife  was 
a  renegade  Protestant.  The  moment  he  entered,  this  woman  said  to  him,  '  My  curse 
and  God's  cuise  b«  on  you,  and  on  your  family,  and  on  all  that  yon  have.'  To 
which  he  nobly  replied,  in  the  better  spirit  of  the  gospel,  '  My  blessing  and  God's 
blessing  be  on  you,  and  on  your  family,  and  on  all  that  you  have.'  But  such,  at  all 
events,  was  the  effectof  the  priest's  curse^fA»spiriJua2censure,  as  Dr.  Slevin  wonld 
call  it— on  this  man's  temporal  interests,  that  he  was  literally  ruined.  He,  however, 
brought  an  action  for  damages  against  the  priest  in  a  court  of  Iqw,  and  although  the 
case  was  tried  by  an  Irish  jury,  he  obtunea  a  verdict  in  his  favour,  and  the  prieat 
was  fined  in  £70. 

But  bad  as  this  ia,  it  is  only  a  specimen  of  the  way  in  which  the  Church  of  Rome 
exerdses  her  spiritual  discipline  over  heretics ;  and  it  is  by  no  means  the  worst 
specimen  that  we  could  adduce.  We  shall  just  take  one  instance  more  from  the 
writings  of  one  of  the  most  famous  of  her  theologians,  viz.  Petor  Dens,  whose 
works  have  for  many  yeara  been  the  standard  guide  of  the  Romish  priests  in  Ire- 
land in  all  matters  of  faith  and  morals.  In  this  most  authoritative  work  we  find 
the  following  questions  and  answers : — '  Qu.  Is  it  lawful  to  tolerato  the  rites  Of 
tmbelievers  and  heretics?  Ans.  No;  they  are  not  in  themselvea  to  be  tolerated, 
unless  there  be  some  prudential  reaaon  for  their  toleration.f  Qu.  Te  it  the  duty  of 
the  Catholic  Church  to  compel  heretics  by  corporal  punishment  to  submit  to  the 
^tli.?  Ans,  Yea  ;  unbelievers,  who  have  been  baptized  as  heretics,  and  apostates 
generally,  and  also  baptized  schismatics,  can  be  compelled  by  corporal  punishments 
to  return  to  the  Catholic  faith  and  the  unity  of  the  Church.  Qu.  What  is  heresy  ? 
Am.  It  is  the  unbelief  of  those  who  profess,  indeed,  that  Christ  baa  come,  but  who 
reject  His  doctrine,  as  to  any  part  as  proposed  by.the  Church,  such  aa  Lutherans, 
CalviniatB,  etc  Qu,  What  are  the  punishments  decreed  ag^ust  those  infected  with 
the  stain  of  her^  ?    Ans.  Tbey  are  justly  punished  with  exile  and  impriBonment ; 

■  Eigith  Report  on  IrUh  Education,  1827,  p.  219. 
I  Dans,  Toh  il.  p.  84. 
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their  property  may  be  confiscated ;  and,  like  forgers  or  other  disturbers  of  the  Stable, 
tbey  may  juatly  be  paniehed  with  death.'* 

Such,  then,  is  the  teaching  of  the  Church  of  Rome  abont  us  Protestant  heretics, 
and  such  is  our  just  punishment  for  separating  from  her  communion ;  and  Dr.  Dena 
tells  ua  that  what  keepe  her  from  so  treating  us,  when  she  baa  the  power  to  do  it, 
is  the  mere  question  of  expediency.  Our  readers,  we  trust,  will  take  note  that  these 
are  not  extracts  culled  out  of  records  which  belong  to  the  dark  agea,  when  iiitoler- 
ance  was  almost  universal,  and  when  the  rights  of  conscience  were  neither  so  well 
known  nor  so  generally  acknowledged  as  they  are  in  this  age.  They  are  taken  from 
Roman  Catholic  works  of  tlie  present  day,  and  theae,  too,  of  the  very  highest 
authority  with  the  Romish  priesthood  ;  and  were  it  necessary,  we  could  easily  con- 
firm them,  hy  adducing  ^  whole  '  cloud  of  witnessas,'  whose  veracity  and  authority 
in  such  matters  would  be  altogether  irresistible. 

In  his  letter  to  the  Emperor,  the  Pope,  while  claiming  him  and  his  people  as 
Euhjects  because  of  their  baptism,  does  so  rather  in  an  incidental  and  by-the-way 
fashion.  He  asserts  the  claim,  but  he  does  not  condescend  either  to  explain  or 
vindicate  it.  To  '  define'  it  more  particnlarly  would,  he  hints,  be  out  of  place  in 
such  a  correspondence.  And,  moreover,  he  might  feel  that  it  was  one  of  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  successors  of  St,  Peter  in  the  Pontificate  to  have  their  utterajacea 
accepted,  not  questioned,  hy  tlioee  to  whom  they  were  addressed.  He  might  also 
hope  that,  in  the  hurry  of  correspondence,  a  claun  presented  in  ho  few  words  might 
escape  challenge,and  be  tacitly  acquiesced  in,  ButhisIIolJaeas  had  utterly  mistaken 
the  character  of  the  man  with  whom  he  was  dealing.  The  Emperor  was  too  inde- 
^ndent,  and  too  thorough  a  Protestant,  to  allow  even  the  infaUihIe  hierarch  of 
Rome  to  claim  him  as  one  of  his  subjects.  lie  at  once  repudiates,  in  htnguage 
most  decided  yet  dignified,  the  false  and  impudent  pretension ;  and  in  the  lofty 
tones  of  one  who  felt  that  his  own  faith  as  a  Christian  man  had  been  assailed  and 
ignored,  he  thus  addresses  the  Fontifi :  '  The  evangelical  creed,  which,  as  must  be 
known  to  your  Holiness,  I,  like  my  ancestors  and  the  great  majority  of  my  people, 
profess,  does  not  permit  UB  toaccept,  in  our  relationship  to  God,  any  other  mediator 
than  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.*  In  these  few  simple  but  pregnant  words,  the  Pope's 
grand  official  designatiou  as  the  Yicar  and  Vicegerent  on  earth  of  the  Lord  Jesua 
is  at  once  ignored,  and  the  Emperor  refuses  to  acknowledge  him,  or  any  other 
mortal  man,  as  authorized  to  intervene  between  himself  and  God,  but  the  one 
Mediator,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

All  honour  to  the  noble  old  Emperor  for  such  a  manly  and  courageous  avowal  of 
his  own  Protestantism,  and  so  hold  and  fearless  a  repudiation  of  the  baseless  pre- 
tensions of  the  Papacy,  Never  was  a  more  masterly  religious  utterance  spoken  by 
kingly  lips,  or  written  by  royal  pen.  William  of  Prussia  is  not  ashamed  of  the 
scriptural  faith  which  he  profesaee,  and  will  not  he  cajoled  nor  threatened  into 
paying  court,  even  by  silence,  to  the  Pope  of  Borne.  His  fame  as  a  monarch  has 
hitherto  rested  chiefly  on  his  personal  piety  as  a  man,  his  wisdom  as  a  king,  and 
his  victories  as  a  warrior ;  hot  in  after  times,  when  his  real  history  shall  be  written, 
we  douht  not  that  one  of  the  brightest  and  most  memorable  incidents  in  it  will  be 
his  triumph  in  this  correspondence,  his  noble  avowal  of  bis  evangelical  faith,  and 
his  indignant  refusal  to  allow  any  pontiff  of  Bome  to  claim  authority  over  him,  or 
any  of  his  Protestant  subjects. 

Earnestly  do  we  hope  that  the  example  of  the  Emperor  William  will  be  studied  and 
copied  by  the  other  statesmen  and  governments  of  Europe  in  deaUng  with  so  wily  and 
insidious  a  party  as  the  Papacy  \  and  especially  do  we  desire  that  our  own  Govern- 
ment will  he  instructed  and  iuflueiiced  hy  it.  In  1850,  Fio  Nono,  in  the  practical 
exercise  of  the  very  same  claim  which  he  makes  in  his  epistle  to  the  German  Em- 

E^ror,  invaded  Protestant  England,  established  in  it  his  hierarchy,  partitioned  the 
nd  into  twelve  territorial  episcopal  sees,  set  up  his  canon  law  to  take  the  place 
of  British  statute  law,  and  thereby  constituted  himself  the  supreme  ruler  on  all 
matters  of  faith  and  morals  over  every  baptized  person  in  Great  Britain,  But  how 
did  our  rulers  act  in  reference  to  conduct  so  insmting  and  bo  presumptuous  ?  Did 
they,  at  once,  and  without  any  hesitation,  put  in  force  the  law  of  the  land  against 
the  foreign  invader  who  had  so  wantonly  ignored  and  trampled  on  our  national 
■  Dene,  vol.  ii.  pp.  70,  80. 
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Prot«stEintiBin?  Alas,  no  1  they  did  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  Prime  MiuiBter,  it 
is  tnie,  iDdited  hU  famons  Durham  letter,  deuonncini;  in  the  etrongest  and  most 
energetic  terms  the  impertineitce  of  the  lioman  Pontiff,  but  he  had  not  the  courage 
to  c*7Ty  into  effect  his  own  denunciations.  Vox  et  preterea  nihil  was  a  Iruth/ul 
sammary  of  aU  he  did  to  atem  the  tide  of  Popish  assumption.  He  no  douht  got 
P&rliajuent  to  pass  the  Ecclesiastical  TitLea  Act,  bat  from  the  moment  that  measure 
received  the  royal  aneat,  it  become  a  dead  letter  on  our  statute  book ;  it  w&b  never 
acted  on,  and  was  therefore  utterly  powerless  in  arresting,  in  the  slightest,  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Papacy.  Undeterred,  or  rather  emboldened,  by  the  feebleness  of  the 
opposition  presented  to  them,  the  leaders  of  the  Homish  Church  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  have  ever  since  been  increasing  in  their  demands,  been  more  haughtjr 
and  insolent  in  their  language,  more  defiant  of  eatsblished  law  and  order,  and  more 
clumorous  and  persistent  in  their  endeavours  to  obtain  grants  from  our  national 
treasury  for  their  own  excluflively  denominational  ends  and  objects.  It  was  our  in- 
tention, -when  we  began  this  paper,  to  have  considered  at  some  length  the  invasion 
referred  to,  and  to  have  shown  that  it  was  just  another  phaie  of  the  same  claim  which 
the  Church  of  Rome  ma^ee  to  include  wLtbin  her  pale  all  baptized  peraons,  without 
exception,  whether  they  belong  to  her  or  not,  but  our  space  will  not  pcnnit  us  to 
enter  on  that  nubject  at  present.  We  may,  perhaps,  resume  it  on  a  future  occasion, 
nheo  we  hope  to  be  able  to  show  the  essential  and  important  change  which  the 
pnblication,  in  this  country,  of  the  Ponti&cal  '  Edict  from  the  Flaminian  Ga(«' 
effected  in  the  relation  of  every  Roman  Catholic  in  Britain  to  the  Pope,  and  also  to 
the  statute  law  of  the  land,  so  that  their  loyalty  and  obedience  to  the  latter  became 
a  mere  secondary  obligation.  His  Holiness  of  Rome  was  thenceforward  their 
supreme  monarch  and  mler,  whose  laws  took  precedence  of  all  others,  so  that, 
ebould  his  law  and  the  law  of  the  land  come  into  contact  witJi  each  other,  the  taw 
of  the  Pope,  as  the  law  of  God,  roust  be  obeyed,  although  the  other  be  utterly  dis- 
regarded and  trampled  in  the  dust. 

The  times  Id  which  we  live  are  exceedingly  ominoiu.  As  far  as  we  can  judge, 
the  battle  of  tbe  Reformation  will  have  to  be  foaght  over  again,  and  Britain  appears, 
at  present,  to  be  the  destined  battle-field.  It  therefore  becomes  all  true  Protestante 
to  prepare  themselves  for  the  coming  conflict,  by  studying  anew  tbe  scriptural 
grouuds  of  their  evangeUcsl  faith,  and  tbe  errors  and  preteusions  of  that  apostasy 
which,  in  spite  of  all  temporary  and  transient  successes,  is  doomed  by  the  Great 
Diriue  Inf^Uble  One  to  be  destroyed  by  the  '  word  of  Hie  mouth  and  by  the  bright- 
nees  of  His  coming.' 


OUR  TOUNG  PEOPLE  AND  CHURCH  MEMBERSHIP. 

BT  THE  BEV.  R.  A.  #ATSON,  U.A.,  MIDDLESBOROUGH. 

(Prepared  for,  and  printed  by  request  of,  the  English  Synod  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church.) 
Is  speaking  for  a  little  to  the  question,  How  may  our  young  people  be  brought 
to  connect  themselves  with  the  Church  in  full  membership  ?  1  propose  at  the  outset 
to  mdicftte  what  seems  to  mc  the  great  cause  of  the  tardiness  and  indifference 
they  show  in  regard  to  this,  whicli  are  matter  for  regret,  and  arc  becoming  matter 
lor  alarm,  not  to  ourselves  only,  but  also  to  other  bodies  of  Christians. 

It  might  be  taken  for  granted  that  membership  in  the  Church  is  so  plain  a  duty, 
and  la  attended  with  so  many  advantages,  that  no  allusion  to  the  obligation  and 
the  benefits  is  needed.  I  might  simply  presume  that  full  membership  in  tbe 
Church  is  indispensable  to  spiritual  progress.  But  I  shall  not  do  so,  because  I 
beheve  that  the  Church  generally  presumes  far  too  much  on  this.  The  reasons  for 
jcwning  the  Church  seem  to  me  to  be  by  no  means  evident  enough,  especially  to  the 
young ;  and  the  radical  reformation  we  need  is  in  the  way  of  making  the  existiog 
reasons  more  evident  and  satisfactory,  or,  if  they  are  not  sufficient,  supplying 
othere. 

The  history  of  the  Chnrcli  shows  that,  wherever  there  has  been  any  generaliy 
fliftueed  enthusiasm  springing  from  the  recognition  of  a  distinct  purpose  or  hope, 
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the  ronka  of  Choroh  memberahip  have  not  wanted  reoruitB.  A  neoeadty  waa  felt, 
s  reBolutiou  oonsciougly  sostoined.  Yonng  people,  as  thef  grew  up,  easily  saw 
thia,  caught  the  spirit  of  their  elders,  and  Boaght  scope  for  energy,  and  a  way  of 
ezprassin^  their  conTictiouB,  in  joining  a  aociet;  that  had  ita  visible  miaaion. 

In  beginningsof  Churches,  sometimes  in  begin nii^  of  congregations,  this  en thn- 
Biasm  ia  seen.  The  canae  of  it  may  be  lew  or  more  satisfactory.  Consent  in 
schism,  oremolation  of  other  aoeieties,  may  inspire  a  Bpurioas  kind  of  it.  At  other 
times  real  religious  fervour  and  zeal  create  it.  In  proportion  as  it  has  a  proper 
cause,  and  is  deeply  rooted,  it  will  endure.  Bnt  Churches  have  to  lay  tb^  account 
with  its  gradual  decline. 

Now,  when,  as  with  us,  the  enthnaiaam  of  b^^ning  is  over,  something  needs  to 
come  in  its  place.  Perhaps  it  may  bo  said  there  are  reasons  enough  for  the  dose 
combination  of  Christians,  and  for  young  persons  pressing  into  the  membership  of 
the  Church,  apart  from  any  such  enthusiasm.  A  belief  of  this  kind  seems  to  be 
indicated  by  our  custom  of  admitting  fresh  members  st  sacramental  seasons.  It 
appears  to  be  implied  that  commemoration  of  the  death  of  Christ  is  a  great  reason, 
perhaps  even  by  itself  a  sufficient  reason,  for  our  combining.  But  such  a  view  is 
untenable.  Jesus  did  not  institute  the  Chnrch  merely  that  in  it  His  death  may 
be  shown  forth  till  He  come.  The  backward  look  to  Calvary,  and  the  forward  look 
to  the  second  coming,  are  intended  to  stimulate  and  sustain  activity.  The  Church 
has  been  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  spreading  thatkingdom,  which  is  righteoos- 
ness,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.  In  connection  with  that  work  is  the 
duty  and  benefit  of  showing  forth  Christ's  death.  There  is  danger  in  our  general 
mode  of  procedure  of  making  that  alone  prominent  which  is  intended  to  be  a_ 
ground  and  stimulus  of  action. 

If  we  consider  other  reasons  for  combination, — auch  as  maintenance  of  prindplea, 
witness-bearing  to  truths,  promotion  of  faith  by  sympathy, — it  will  be  Been  that 
these  are  not  such  as  readily  aA  on  the  minds  of  young  persons.  But  youthful 
energy  seeks  scope.  There  is,  on  the  part  of  the  young,  pleasure  in 'work,  pleasure 
in  thought ;  and  young  persons,  if  they  are  sensible,  desire  not  trivial  work,  but 
work  that  is  worth  doing,  in  which  to  employ  their  powers.  If  their  enthusiasm 
is  to  be  aroused,  evidently,  therefore,  the  work  of  theChurchshould  be  at  least  equal 
in  impori^ance  to  what  ia  called  hugineas ;  it  should  require  as  much  attention  and 
care,  and  have  as  definite  an  aim,  as  any  secular  calling.  Only  by  showing  that 
energy  is  required  can  we  hope  to  attract  the  energetic. 

Here,  in  default  of  that  enthusiasm  which  attends  the  origination  of  any  society, 
we  should  be  able  to  supply  to  young  persons  a  definite  and  adequate  reason  for 
becoming  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  And  just  here,  it  seems  to  me,  we 
fail.  Look  at  the  work  the  Church  ia  doing.  Is  it  visibly  great  enough,  engrosaiDg 
enough,  to  stimulate  enthusiasm?  It  is  not.  A  congregation  has  ite  Sabbatn 
school,  its  mission  school  perhaps,  and  some  few  agencies  beside.  But  what  are 
these?  We  need  to  att^pt  something  greater.  If,  for  example,  it  were  the 
avowed  determination  of  our  Church  that  in  every  town  and  countay  district  in 
which  a  congregation  is  planted  every  child  should  be  brought  under  thorough 
religious  instruction,  if  a  plan  were  formed  and  the  work  begun,  room  for  the 
energy  I  speak  of  would  be  given,  and  an  aun  worthy  of  the  Church's  powers  and 
mission  would  be  distinctly  in  view.  The  result  of  this  would  be,  I  doubt  not,  that 
workers  wonld  be  found,  and  that  the  energetic  young  persons  at  present  indifferent 
to  Chnrch  memberahip  would  seek  connection  with  our  congregations.  Such  a 
scheme  would  be  a  visible  reason  for  the  Church's  existence,  and  for  joining  it. 

Were  I,  therefore,  to  stete  what  is,  in  my  opinion,  chiefly  neceieary  in  order 
that  our  young  people  may  be  led  to  seek  full  membership  in  the  Church,  I  should 
say  it  is  the  adoption  of  some  great  scheme,  that  would  give  room  for  all  workers 
and  for  the  greatest  mental  activity,  and  that  would  furnish  worthy  ground  for 
eustaioed  enthusiasm. 

But  I  suppose  the  subject  mnst  be  conddered  apart  from  any  proposal  that  the 
timorous  and  faithless  and  niggardly  may  deem  Utopian,  I  suppose  we  mnst 
take  things  as  we  find  them,  and  while  Uie  Church  is  moving  along  in  the  ruts 
of  commonplace  purpose  and  work,  we  must  seek  to  suggest  means  for  remedying 
or  preventing  what  will  soon  be  a  serious  evU, 
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It  is  obvioiu  thftt  uavr,  if  ever,  joang  people  need  to  be  well  groooded  in  rational 
faiih,  and  well  gnided  by  example  and  precept,  if  they  are  to  have  a  fair  start  in 
the  joiime;  of  life.  The  way  for  them  lies  along  a  steep  hill-side,  down  the  slope 
of  wiiich  many  aia  doing  theii  utmost  to  drag  them  into  the  Avernna  of  false 
liberalism  and  of  atheism,  while  Others  are  equtuly  desirous  to  force  them  upwards, 
dnto  a  region  where  the  intellectual  and  religious  atmosphere  is  too  rare  to  support 
a  healthy  life.  Morally,  the  danger  is  very  great.  Yices  flourish,  and  inditlgeuce  in 
them  ia  reckoned  no  disgrace.  Fathers  cry  out  against  imaginary  tyranny,  and  it 
is  scarcely  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  children  they  beget  are  impertinent  and  law- 
leas.  The  rule  of  the  home  is  rela>:ed,  for  many  fathers  hare  forfeited  their  right 
to  govern,  and  thus  the  floodgatee  ot  inBobordinatioo  to  human  and  divine  law  ore 
opened.  Ferhape  it  la  in  the  stratum  beneath  that  to  which  our  Church  members 
belong  that  these  evils  chiefly  exist ;  but  the  infection  of  evil  is  insidious  and  acts 
swiftly,  and  the  eymptoms  of  the  terrible  disease  are  only  too  visible  among  the 
young  people  within  the  pale  of  the  Church. 

As  to  what  is  practicable  here,  it  must  be  frankly  confessed  that,  with  regard  to 
the  moral  part  of  education,  that  part  in  which  example  is  of  more  avail  always 
than  precept,  no  agency  at  the  disposal  of  the  Church  can  supply  the  want  of  right 
parental  influeuce.  The  influence  of  pastors,  Sabbath-school  teachers,  and  otheiB, 
IS  fdmply  next  to  nothing  as  compared  with  the  influence  of  the  parents.  There 
may  be  exceptional  cases  in  which  the  Sabbath  school  or  Bible  class  aids  and 
atilizes  the  recoil  in  the  mind  of  a  child  from  those  vices  in  which  parents  indulge, 
the  very  grossnees  of  which  makes  them  repulsive.  And  the  effects  of  the  indiffer' 
ence  of  parento  may  be  modified  eomewhat  by  the  earnestness  of  futhful  teachers- 
Bnt  we  cannot  count  upon  this.  What  the  pai-ents  are  in  respect  of  morality,  that 
the  children  will  be  also.  We  cannot  hopefully  form  plans  and  organizations  for 
superseding  and  counteracting  the  influence  of  parents  upon  their  own  children. 

Now  it  is  notoriooa  that  many  pai«nts  connected  with  our  churches,  who  are 
themselves  Christiana,  fail  to  set  Christianity  in  a  favourable  light  before  their 
children.  A  father's  religion  is  perhaps  exceedingly  severe  and  stem.  In  that  case 
the  timid  are  repelled  from  it.  A  mother's  religion  is  sentimental  and  weak,  and 
then  the  common  sense  of  young  people  is  apt  to  despise  it ;  or  the  religious  feel' 
ing  of  the  pai«uta  baa  lost  its  early  warmth,  and  then  the  tendency  on  the  part  of 
those  whoee  emotions  are  intense  is  to  regard  it  as  unreal. 

To  say  that  in  one  or  other  of  these  ways  many  parents  err,  and  so  misrepresent 
Christianity,  ia  to  state  but  a  small  part  of  the  evil  in  connection  with  parental 
influence.  Antichristian  selfishnesa,  worldliness,  frivolity,  are  freqnent  among 
those  who  take  on  them  baptismal  vowh.  But  leaving  the  latt«r  out  of  view,  the 
weaknes  and  coldness,  ami,  in  less  degree,  the  sternness  of  which  I  speak,  are 
serious  causes  of  aversion  and  indifference  to  Christianity.  The  inconsistencies  and 
follies  of  professing  Christians  are,  as  education  advances,  Been  with  increasing 
cleameBS,  and,  even  by  those  who  are  still  young,  the  judgment  which  many  are 
eager  to  expedite  is  formed,  tliat  what  has  so  little  practical  result  is  worthless. 

Taking  this  into  view,  the  inevitable  conclusion  is,  that  we  shall  do  little  to  over- 
come the  indifference  of  the  children  unless  some  improvement  takes  place  in  the 
character  of  the  ptu^nts'  religion.  What  is  needed  is  an  elevation  of  the  moral 
tone  of  tiie  whole  Church. 

And  here  I  shall  just  indicate  one  direction  which  the  work  of  reformntion  should 
ti^e.  We  need  to  have  the  truth  known  and  spoken  about  what  is  and  what  is 
not  believed.  Suppose  those  who  have  no  conception  ot  the  moral  meaning  ot  the 
cross,  and  therefore  no  full  faith  in  Christ  crucihed,  were  to  be  silent  when  hymns 
are  sang  embodying  in  fervent  language  protesfflon  of  that  faith,  how  many  would 
there  be  to  sustain  the  praise?  Judge  feith  by  conduct,  smd  it  will  be  painfully 
apparent  that  many  who  deem  themselves  fully  indoctrinated  in  the  gospel  and 
permeated  by  its  spirit,  as  they  are  neither  self-denying  noi  merciful,  nor  even 
reverent,  have  not  got  beyond  that  elementary  article  of  belief,  'Thou  God 

If  that  is  .so,  and  while  that  is  so,  how  can  we  expect  children  and  young  pereons 
to  se^  eagerly,  or  even  accept  tardily-,  connection  with  our  Churches  f  I  would 
not  propose  that  the  limits  of  comprehensiveneBB  should  be  narrowed  ;  where  any 
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are  groping  aft3r  God,  it  is  the  dnty  of  the  Chnrcb  to  ettead  a  helping  hand  to 
them.  But  At  least  aomething  might  be  attempted  with  the  vie«  of  Bariag  the 
Church  from  purticapation  in  the  ue.  Better  tmth  in  profesaion,  with  a.  low  sym- 
bolic standard  for  membenhip,  than  fKleehood  in  profeaaion  becaoBO  the  atandard 
is  high.  We  may  hope  to  see  the  yonngpoople  joining  the  Church  in  greater  oarn- 
bera  when  the  reproach  has  no  longer  any  foundation  that  the  poet  utters  when  he 
says: 

'  There  lives  more  faith  in  honest  daobt, 
Believe  me,  thun  in  bolf  the  creeds.' 

But  auch  diacoBBion  of  the  subject  may  etill  seem  vague  and  unpractical.  Let 
ns  look  at  the  machinery  the  ose  of  which  has  been  suggested.  The  Church  has 
recommended  that  rolls  of  the  names  of  baptized  children  should  he  kept  by  the 
sessions,  that  certificates  of  baptismal  connection,  as  of  full  membership,  should  be 
provided,  and  that  other  means  should  be  adopted  of  making  closer  the  relation  be- 
tween young  persons  and  the  Church.  What  ia  to  be  said  as  to  this?  Now,  with 
all  the  faults  of  the  Ohurch,  and  they  are  numerous,  connection  with  it  and  mem- 
bership in  it  are  advantageoua.  Toke-besring  is  good  for  young  and  old,  and  the 
yoke  of  the  Church,  representing  as  it  does  the  yoke  of  Christ,  the  obligation 
under  which  each  of  ua  lies  to  God  and  to  his  fellow-man,  is  the  yoke  all  ought  to 
bear.  To  come  under  the  restraints  which  the  Church  imposes,  ia  to  be  in  the  way 
of  salvation.  It  seems  evident  that  good  will  result  if  young  people,  as  they  grow 
intelligent  enough  to  tmdeistand  the  fact,  are  informed  that  their  names  are 
entered  in  the  Church  books.  In  this  way  th^  will  be  brought  to  feel  that  the 
organization  of  the  Church  takes  coguizaitce  of  them  ;  that,  as  Jesus  said  '  Suffer 
the  littie  children  to  come  unto  me,'  so  still  all  fadlities  are  afforded,  and  hopes 
continually  cherished,  that  they  ma^  join  the  number  of  His  disciples ;  and,  as  the 
Church  becomes  purer  and  more  smcere,  the  reaulla  of  this  will  be  increasingly 
beneficial. 

Baptized  children  are  in  a  sense  members  of  the  Church.  In  the  ChriBtia.n  com- 
munity they  have  a  special  place  and  fimction.  The  little  child  is  still  in  the  midst, 
and  stdl  it  is  said,  '  Except  ye  be  converted,  and  become  as  this  little  child,  ye  cannot 
enter  into  the  kingdom  oi  heaven.'  We  must  have  the  children  among  us,  within  the 
Church,  if  we  are  to  learn  aright  the  Saviour's  beautiful  lesson.  Infant  baptism  is 
the  ugn  that  the  Church  has  a  place  for  the  children  in  its  bosom,  as  Jeeus  had  in 
His  h^rt ;  and  all  that  can  be  done  to  show  and  to  increase  the  portion  the  children 
have  in  the  Chnrcb,  it  is  our  duty  to  do  for  them. 

Still,  too  much  must  not  be  made  of  mere  lists  and  certificates.  These  signs 
oftencome  tobethought  of  as  facts  and  things.  If  there  are  not  attention  attd  care 
bestowed  on  the  children  by  the  office-beaiers  of  the  Church,  the  machinery  may 
be  only  a,  fresh  source  of  falsehood  and  formalism.  Perhaps  the  untHtentatioos 
and  judicious  way  would  be  to  have  the  system  of  supervision  well  established  and 
proved  feasible  before  the  signs  of  it  are  used.  Sesaiona  doing  so,  and  in  that 
way  trying  their  own  peraeveranee  and  capability,  would  poaaiMy  be  saved  from 
failure,  which  would  be  at  once  ignominious  and  hurtful  to  tlie  mtereata  of  religion. 

As  supplementary  to  parental  instruction,  our  present  agencies  are  the  Sabbath 
school  and  Bible  class.  Of  these,  the  former,  proiesaing  to  give  instruction  in  reli- 
gious truth  to  children  up  to  the  ago  of  about  fourteen  years,  in  many  respects,  it 
must  be  confessed,  needs  improvement.  Our  own  denomination  and  others  have 
good  reason  for  thankfulnesathatso  many  give  themselves  to  the  work  of  teaching; 
and  doubtless,  among  the  vast  numbers  that  do  their  best,  there  are  many  who,  as 
leaders  of  thought,  deserve  and  obtain  success.  But  while  praise  is  due  to  the 
body  of  Sabbath-achool  teachers  for  the  zeal  they  show,  it  is  evident  that  there  are 
many  who  little  understand  the  difficulty,  importance,  and  delicacy  of  the  work 
they  have  undertaken. 

The  skilful  gardener  will  insert  a  bud  so  deftly  in  the  slit  be  has  made  in  a 
wild-rose  stock  as  to  make  sure  of  its  holding  and  growing.  But  he  needs  long 
observation  and  education  in  order  to  know  what  buds  to  choose,  what  time  to 
choose,  and  how  to  operate.  Teaching  religious  truth  is  far  more  delicate  work.  It 
need  not  be  expected  that  truths  selected  at  random,  and  brought  in  any  rough 
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va,j  into  connection  with  minde,  irill  take  hold  of  tbem  and  become  rooted  in  the 
splrittml  life.  Many  of  our  teacbera  would  need  more  Christian  experience ;  otheta 
would  need  more  training  in  the  art  of  teaching.  And  as  tmtlia  require  to  be 
Beaaonahl;  presented  if  thef  are  to  be  assimilated  by  the  mind,  there  would  need 
to  be  keener  insight  into  character  on  the  part  of  many. 

But  to  hope  for  properly  qualified  teachers  is  futile.  We  need  o:ily  expect  some 
!4)proiimation  to  the  desired  quaUfications.  Even  the  farthest  advanced  among 
us  are  but  learners.  Thoee  who  have  gone  a  few  Bleps  forward  in  the  way  most 
call  back  to  those  who  are  foding  for  a  footing,  ana  ignorant  how  to  advance. 
Sometimes  thoee  who  have  leckoned  themselves  to  be  in  the  right  way,  and  have 
been  confidently  beckoning  others  forward,  find  they  are  mistaken,  and  have 
painfally  to  retrace  their  steps.  Our  progress  is  slow,  and  it  in  only  t>ecaU8e  the 
way  is  of  GJod's  appointing  tiiat  we  can  hope  that  by  it  we  shall  at  length  reach 
the  truth. 

A  miniater'a  part  in  Sabbath -school  work  is  just  like  that  of  the  teacher,  not 
infallible  and  authoritative,  but  liable  to  error.  Yet  the  minister  has  generally 
clearer  notions  than  the  less  educated  how  truths  ought  to  be  presented  to  miods. 
It  would  be  well,  therefore,  that  the  work  of  Sabbath-School  teachers  should  be 
under  his  supervision.  If  the  minister  were  to  point  ont,  in  regard  to  the  leeaons 
proposed  to  iw  brought  before  the  scholars,  the  mistaken  views  in.  the  direction  of 
which  their  thoughts  ought  not  to  be  led,  if  he  were  from  time  to  time  to  remind 
teachers  of  the  great  euds  they  should  keep  in  view  io  teacliiDg,  In  this  way  more 
directness  and  success  in  teaching  might  be  secured.  But  a  minister's  time  is  so 
occupied  in  the  other  duties  required  of  him,  that  any  supervision  he  can  give  will 
be  but  general. 

The  system  of  children's  services,  lately  adopted  in  some  quarters  with  great 
BUoeeBs,  might,  I  believe,  be  introduced  very  advantageously  where  Sabbath -school 
teachers  of  fair  capability  and  experience  are  difficult  to  find.  The  plan  is  that  the 
teaching  be  in  the  hands  of  a  few  who  are  competent,  aud  that  the  duty  of  the 
junior  woi^erg  be  to  Bee  to  the  attendance  and  behaviour  of  the  children,  and  to 
represent,  by  visiting  them  at  their  homes,  and  by  other  attentions,  the  Church's 
interest  in  them  and  sympathy  with  them.  A  lesson  conducted  or  an  address 
delivered  by  one  who  is  competent,  even  although  it  is  not  adapted  to  individual 
cases,  will  be  much  more  effective  than  blundering  attempts,  made  by  those  who 
have  no  clear  views  of  truth,  to  interest  children  in  divine  things. 

Coming  to  Bible  classes,  the  patient  work  of  ministers,  elders,  and  others  who 
nndertake  tbem  -is  undoabt«dly  of  great  importance.  Draft  young  persons  into  the 
Bible  class,  be  really  interested  in  there,  speak  to  them  frankly  about  religious 
matters,  not  hiding  the  difficulties  of  faith,  not  concealing  even  those  facts  reganUng 
the  state  of  the  Church  wiiich  are  to  be  deplored,  and  there  may  be  always  good 
hope  that  a  fair  proportion  will  be  led  to  seek  fuU  membership.  For  the  succrasful 
conduct  of  a  Biole  class  knowledge  is  needed,  labour  is  needed,  and  peculiar 
apljtude.  But  so  important  is  the  work,  that  no  Christian  man  or  woman,  however 
highly  gifted  aud  educated,  could  desire  better  field  for  energy. 

Kow,  in  Sabbath  schools  and  Bible  classes,  I  believe  we  have,  or  might  easily 
have,  all  the  agencies  that  are  wanted  for  leading  yonng  people  to  the  position  of 
members.  I'he  machinery  is  there,  but  it  works  too  slowly  and  heavily  to  produce 
satisfactory  results.  We  do  not  seem  to  have  any  great  need  for  the  products  of 
it ;  that  is  the  fault.  If  there  were,  as  I  siud  at  the  outset,  somethiug  great,  I  do 
net  mean  ostentatiously  so,  but  really  great,  engrossing,  worthy  of  thought  and 
toil,  for  Church  members  to  do — if  the  Church  were  everywhere  engaged  in  such 
a  work,  convinced  of  the  unspeakable  importance  of  it,  and  animated  tqr  the  en- 
thusiasm such  a  conviction  would  inspire,  then  the  wheels  would  go  faster  aud 
with  leas  jarring,  and  the  outcome  wonid  be  more  satisfactory.  Those  wheels  that 
have  no  visible  cause  of  motion  are  moved  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  He  comes  and 
works  among  us  in  answer  to  prayer ;  and  the  prayer  of  the  earnest  worker,  of  him 
who  has  great  aims  which  he  stru^les  to  atteiu,  is  one  to  which  the  Divine 
resptmse  is  always  given.  It  matters  not  how  perfect  our  machinery  maj  be ;  that 
definite  purpose  which  will  animate  the  Church,  weld  it  together,  and  stimulate 
energy,  and  with  it  prayer,  is  the  great  want.    And  we  must  either  be  content 
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with  dightly  iocreosed  succeaa,  or  find  some  audi  graud  aim  to  keep  prominently 
before  all  Church  membere. 

It  is  common  Bubjeot  of  remark  that  the  High  Church  party  succeed  with  the 
children.  Their  succeas  ia  coincident  with  the  eathusiasm  the  Koineward 
movement  haa  inspired.  Temperance  societies  also  succeed,  and  they  hare  a 
definite  aim,  which  even  the  youngest  can  understaud.  Uur  foreign  mission  work 
has  some  good  effect  in  the  direction  I  am  indicating.  But  something  nearer,  aome 
work  to  which  all  can  put  their  hands,  is  needed. 

I  am  not  in  all  this  forgetting  nor  underestimatiog,  I  trust,  the  importance  of 
the  inward  grace  and  enUghtenment  from  which  all  that  is  good  in  young  as  well  as 
in  old  must  spring.  All  good  tendencies  and  motions  must  be  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 
But  it  should  never  be  forgotten  that  the  Divine  Spirit  works  through  the  means 
which  we  adopt  to  create  and  sustain  religious  enthusiasm.  We  have  no  right  to 
expect  that,  if  we  do  not  use  means  to  rooso  and  promote  interest  in  spiritual 
things,  the  Holy  Spirit  will  move  young  persons  to  join  our  congregations.  Our 
prayers  to  Him  should  go  along  with  the  use  of  the  most  efiective  instrumentality 
wa  can  employ. 


%^t  (gleaner. 

'  IF  THT  PRESENCE  00  NOT  WITO  ME,  CARBT  US  NOT  UP  HEKCE.'— EXOD.  XXXIII,  15. 

Learned  in  all  the  wisdom  of  the  Egyptians,  Moses  became  a  fool  that  he  might 
become  wise  with  the  wisdom  that  comcth  from  above.  The  wisdom  of  this  world 
supplies  men  with  a  variety  of  weapons  to  fight  the  vatioiU)  foes  that  stand  be- 
tween them  and  their  objects,  but  conceals  from  them  that  a  foe  greater  than  all 
these  lurks  within;  like  a  man-of-war  with  great  guns  menaciog  destruction  to 
every  opponent,  bat  with  a  lying  compass,  swayed  by  unsuspected  attractions 
within  the  ship,  that  will  certam]y  take  her  on  the  rocks  some  night.  He  is  wise 
who  knows  that,  apart  from  Christ,  he  can  do  notliinic.  Christ  being  the  way, 
only  in  Christ  can  any  one  move  heavenward.  '  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,'  says 
Jesus  to  them  that  believe.  It  is  His  presence  that  glorifies  creation  in  their  re- 
gard, BO  that  the  wilderness  is  no  more  a  wilderuess;  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to 
lack  anythbg  compensation  for  which  may  not  be  found  in  Him.  I«t  His 
presence  go  with  me,  and  the  fortunes  of  the  daicning  yenr  are  already  told.  Would 
you  know  them  ? — Peace,  consolation,  love,  support,  light,  victory,  progress,  pro- 
vision for  all  needs,  readiness  for  all  changes,  usefutness.  What  shall  let  Hia 
presence  from  going  with  mo  ?  Ko  unwillingness  on  His  part ;  only  my  own  wane 
of  faith,  my  own  self-confidence,  my  unwillingness  to  make  over  all  my  destinies 
to  Him.  Nay,  Lord,  I  yield ;  I  give  Thee  all  that  Thou  givest  me  of  this  coming 
year,  and  accept,  as  my  all  in  all,  Thy  presence. 

'  help  thou  mt  unbelief.'— mabk  IX.  24. 
There  was  one  who,  with  iutensest  effort  and  dogged  perseverance,  elaborated 
for  himself  a  wall  of  unbelief,  north,  south,  east,  west,  with  a  roof  overhead,  and 
then  from  hia  darksome  duugeoa  cursed  God  that  there  was  80  little  liberty,  so 
little  light  The  walls  were  thick  and  massive ;  man  could  rear  them,  but  man 
could  not  destroy  them.  How  it  thrilled  through  heaven  when  once  from  that 
melancholy  dungeon  there  came,  baU  suppressed  but  unsuppressible,  the  cry. 
Help  thou  mine  unbelief  1  It  seemed  to  tell  of  some  mysterious  ray  of  Ught,  from 
the  very  throne  of  God,  that  had  penetrated  with  the  supernatur^  power  oit  love 
divine  those  very  walls,  and  made  the  self-immured  one  to  perceive  that  there  was 
a  throne  in  heaven  and  a  prayer- hearing  God  upon  it.  Tliere  wae  in  it  something 
<of  hope,  something  of  fear ;  there  was  faith  in  it,  as  a  groin  of  mustard  seed ;  and 
there  was  onhellef.  But  how,  from  such  a  dungeon,  shall  such  a  cry  make  ita  way 
abroad  and  reach  the  mercy-seat?  Ak,  here  is  the  marvel !  By  the  same  unseen 
path  that  gave  a  passage  to  the  light,  it  struggled  up  and  reached  the  skies. 
What !  such  a  prayer  ?    Even  Bach.    Help  thou  mine  unbelief  I    If  thon  canst  do 
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acythinf;,  help  me  to  eacape  from  this  dungeon. 


s  ground  is  Binking  beneath  me,  and  who  knows  what  bottomless  abrss  may 
be  underneath?  The  Gracions  Oae  would  not  answer  witb  angels.  lie  came 
and  touched  the  walls,  and  th^  melted;  and  there  was  seen  a  path  to  heaven 
illuminated  by  the  glory  of  His  own  incomparable  presence. — BoWEK's  Daily 
Medilalwnt. 


^oine  Cirtlt. 

'THE    BIRDS'    NEST.' 

I  REUEUBER,  when  I  was  a  child,  how  as  you  t«ll  gmnil  stories  of  your  scliool- 

food  I  used  to  be  of  fairytales.    How  life, — how  desolate  you  would  feell  Ah  I 

delightful  it  was  to  read  of  Cinderella  how  the  thought  of  possibilities  like  this 

beiog  transformed  by  her  godmother's  should  teach  you  to  value  the  cheerful 

wand    from   the   cinder    girl    into  the  light  of  the  morning  as  it  rises  on  you 

grand  lady,   and  of  the   magic  words  in   your   comfortable,    well  -  appointed 

*  Open  Sesame,'  which  made  the  doors  home,  and  the  gladsome  meeting  of  the 

of  the  treasure- caves  fly  open  I     But  happy  family  at  the  comfortable  break- 

the  other  day  I  met  with  a  book  with  fast-table,   and  the   strong,   protecting  ' 

far  more  wond^nl  stories  in  it  than  arm  of  yonr  fnther  as  it  encircles  yon, 

these.    It  tells  of  a  wand  which  changes  and  the  untold  wealth  of  love  lavished 

little,   wretched,   outcast   children   into  on  you  by  your  mother,  and  the  care 

happy,  useful  members  of  society,  and  of  both,   as  they  think  and  plan   and 

of  a  power — the  mighty  power  of  baliev-  arrange  tor  you,  making  your  path  in 

in g  prayer — which  opens  the  treasa res  of  life — otherwise  so  rough  and  difficult — 

Him  whose  are  the  cattle  on  a  thoa-  smooth  and  easy,  at  least  ai^  the  ontaet ! 

sand  hills.  But  there  are  many  who  are  homeless, 

Christ  once  said,  'Whentlie  Son  of  friendlew,  destitute.     What    can    the 

man  cometh,  shall  He  find  faith  on  the  Father  of  all  mean  by  it?     Perhaps  He 

earth?'      Looking    round    in     certain  means  that  you   should   help  them  in 

directions,   we   find   that-  the   faith    of  their  soie  extremity.     So  tliought  some 

many  has  waxed  fiunt,  and  that  of  many  ladies  in  Dublin,  a  few  yean  ago,  when 

jnoro   haa  expired;   that  what  is  seen  someof  these  poor  children  were  brought 

with   tiis  eye    and    handled   with   the  under  their  notice.     One  in  particuJar, 

hand  is  all  that  is  thought  of.     And  it  a  daughter  of  the  late   Archbishop  of 

is  as  if  these  had  to  be  got  by  our  own  Dublin,    had    her    sympathies    deeply 

wisdom,  and  the  strength  of  our  own  stirred,  and  resolved  to  become  respon- 

sna ;  bat  in  Uie  history  of  the  '  Biids'  sible  herself  for  a  home  to  some  of  them. 

Nest '  it  is  not  so.    The  inhabitants  of  it  It  was  agreed  that  it  should  be  in  the 

-wait    on    Him  who  opens    Hie    hand  counby,  and  should  be  called  the  Birds' 

liberally,  and   suppliea    the  wants   of  Xest.    Accordingly,  after  some  search, 

everything  that  lives.  a  house  was  got  near  Kingstown,  the 

The  'Birds'  Nest'  is  the  name  of  an  proprietor  of  which  kindly  gave  it  at  a 
institution  near  Dablin  for  the  train-  low  rent.  A  nice,  motherly  woman  was 
ing  of  destitute  children.  I  wonder  got  for  a  matron,  and  the  institution 
how  many  children  who  read  this  have  was  begun  with  four  little  children. 
any  idea  what '  destitute '  means.  Sup-  There  was  no  money  to  buy  even  bed- 
pose  you  were  to  come  home  from  school  steads,  and  so,  to  begin,  they  had  little 
some  afternoon,  and  find  the  bouse  you  sacks  filled  with  straw,  laid  on  the  floor, 
lived  in  gone, — burnt  down  or  swept  nith  a  pair  of  sheets  and  blankets ;  but 
away  by  a  flood  \  no  father  there  to  ask  even  this  humble  accommodation  must 
bow  you  had  got  on  with  your  lessons ;  have  seemed  like  Paradise  to  those  poor 
no  mother  to  welcome  you  and  bid  you  wanderers,  accustomed  to  sleep  in  stairs, 
draw  your  chair  into  a  cosy  corner ;  no  and  sheds,  and  anywhere,  and  never 
little  brothertogreetyouwithhis  merry  knowing  in  the  morning  where  they 
smile ;  and  no  little  sister  to  look  up  in  might  lay  their  weary  beads  at  night. 
your  fac«  with  wonder  and  admiration  Soon  t^e  number  of  children  incres^ 
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to  fortj,  nnd  there  waa  do  room  Tor  more  He  takes  ia  tie,  and  partly  becauae  we 

little  beds,  thoagh  man;  more  applica-  ore  not  willing  to  agree  with  Him  as  to 

tious  were  made  for  adniittaDce.     Wlukt  vbat  is  necessary  for  us.     We  generally 

was    to   be   done  ?      Were  these   poor  think  we  need  a  great  deal  more  than 

things  to  be  turned  out  to  the  streets?  He  deems  needful  for  us.     This  is  a 

Not  if  it  could  be  helped ;  and  though  mistake.     If  we  would  pauEe  and  think, 

funds  were  coming  in  but  slowly,  it  was  we  should  often  find  that  many  things 

resolved  that  a  new  home  should  be  which  seem  necessaries  are  in  reality 

built,  to  accommodate  one  hundred  and  neither   netxssaries    nor  comforts,    but 

fifty.  This  was  done  at  the  cost  of  £4000,  um  ply  sacrifices  to  the  love  of  display 

which  was  paid  off  within  fiye  years ;  and  and  self-glorification, 
since  then  additions  have  been  made  to         I  must  make  an  extract  from  one  of 

it,  so  that  there  are  now  one  hundred  the  annual  reports  of  the  Birds'  Nest,  to 

and  ninety  children  in  it.     The  motto  show  what  lemons  of  trust    in    their 

of  the  Birds'  Nest  is,  '  God's  Providence  hearenly    Father    iU    inmates     learn : 

is  our  Inheritance,' and  its  history  shoA'B  'Having  been  away  longer  than  usual 

that  tbey  that  trust  in  the  Lord  shall  in   siumner,  when   I   reached   borne   in 

never  be  put  to  shiune.     Many  striking  October  the  first  question  was,   "  How 

iuBlances  of  this  might  be  given.     Once  are  thefundsof  theBirdB'NestV"   "£700 

they   were   in   great   want  of   clothing  in  debt,"  was  the  answer.     It  never  was 

for  the  girls ;  five  dozen  articles  were  so  bad  before,  though  we  are  always  in 

needed,  and  there  was  no  money.    After  advance  in  October.     I  went  the   next 

five  days,  a  parcel  arrival  from  tjie  day  to  the  Neat,  and  told  the  children 

North  of  England,  with  almoet  all  the  all  about   it,  describing   to   them   how 

articles  needed,  and  nothing  else.     They  mnch   bread,  potatoes,  and   cocoa   cost 

had  been  made  by  a  number  of  little  every  day,  and  there' was  now  nothing 

children,  who  did  not  know  that  these  to  pay  for  them.    Then  I  asked,  "What 

were  the  very  things  most  needed.     Are  shall  we  do?"     Some  very  little  girls 

we  not  reminded  of  that  verse,  '  Before  said  they  thought  we  ought  to  send  the 

they   call,   I   will   answer?'      Another  baker's  cart  away,  and  tell  him  not  to 

time,  five  beds  were  needed   if  some  come  any  more ;  they  would  do  without 

new  apph  cants  were  to  betaken  in.     It  bread.    "Yon  poor  little  things,"  I  said, 

was  decided  that  they  should  be  taken  "what  would  you  say  if  you  came  down 

in,  in  the  belief  that  God  would  provide  and  found  no  breakfast  to-morrow  mom- 

what  was  necessary;  and  so  He  did.  ing?    You  cannot  do  without  bread." 

Just  at  that  very  time  £6  came  from  a  "  But  we  must,"  said  a  little  trembling 

young  lady,  wbidi  got  exactly  what  was  voice,  "  if  there  ia  no  money  to  pay." 

wanted;  and  then  He  put  it  into  the  "No,"Isaid;  "wewilltalkto  Jesusabunt 

hearts  of  a  few  friends  to  collect  enough  it  first ;  I  am  sure  He  won't  let  His  little 

for  the  support  of  the  five  children.  children  go  hungry!  "     Then  we  had  a 

Some  of  the  young   people  who  see  great    talk    about    prayer,   how   Jesus 

this  will  perhaps  read  a  very  interest-  listens  and  answers,  and  how  each  little 

ingbookwhichhaabeenwrittenlately, —  one  can  help  to  pray-     After  this,  the 

the  Life  of  Mrs.  Mary  Somervitle.     She  matron  said  it  was  sweet  to  see  the  little 

tells   us  that   on  one  occasion,   as   her  onesatprayer,aDdtobeartheirpetitions: 

mother  was  crosaing  the  Firth  of  Forth,  "0  God,  send   money  for   the  bread! 

when  tie  weather  was  stormy,  she  im-  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread."    One 

plored  the  helmsman  to  be  very  careful,  little  boy  would  stand  at  the  door  in  the 

adding,  '  Mind,  George,  I  put  my  trust  morning,  and  ask  each  little  one  as  it 

in    you.'      'Ka,   na,  leddy,'  was    the  went  out,  "Did  you  pray  for  the  bread?" 

answer,   '  dinna  trust   in  me ;   trust   in  and  if  it  had  forgottoa,  it  would  return 

God  Almighty.'    '  George,'  she  rejoined,  to  its  bedside.     Now,  did  (Jod,  the  great 

borror-Btruck,    'has  it  come  to  that?'  God,   really   listen    to   these   children's 

This,  no  doubt,  she  said  without  think-  prayers  ?     Would  He  care  to  ^ve  them 

ing  what  it  implied;  but  indeed  it  is  exactly  what  they  asked  for?    He  did. 

a   very   prevalent   spirit.      We  are  not  Just  ten  days  after   that  talk,   an  old 

willing  really  to  trust  ourselves  in  the  gentleman,  who  did  not   know  of  our 

hands   of   God   for   the   supply  of   our  needs,  had  a  thought  put  into  his  heart, 

daily  wants,  partly  because  we  do  not  and  he  said  to  his  wife,  "  I  want  to  give 

realize  the  true  and  practical  intere  something  to  the  Birds'  Nest."    Some 
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oaeintbaroomsa^sted  that  he  should  They  had  no  more.  I  was  telling  the 
send  a  gift  of  clothing.  "  No,"  aali  he,  young  woman  who  served  how  the  forty 
"  I  will  gire  money  for  brtad,  and  for  poor  little  boya  wanted  coats,  and  how 
nothing  else."  And  Tery  soon  that  lady  the  lady  had  given  £10  to  buy  then), 
traa  the  bearer  of  a  cheque  for  £100,  when  the  manager,  who  was  standing 
fiO  of  which  WAS  for  the  Boya'  Home,  near,Baid,  "Shalllmake them?"  "Oh," 
and  £80  fob  bread  at  the  BiRBS'  Nest,  I  said,  "tiej  would  be  too  dear;  we  have 
Aa  soon  as  possible,  I  went  to  Kings-  only  £10  for  forty.  We  will  buy  aome 
town  t4>  tell  the  good  news.  The  little  cloth, andmskethemoaraelves."  "Ifyon 
children  gathered  around,  and  listened  will  allow  us  to  make  them,"  she  said, 
withvariedexpreasiouB.  Some  had  bright  "it  will  be  a  real  pleasure.  Of  course 
leias  of  joy  in  their  eyes;  some  looked  there  will  be  no  profit  on  tliem,  but  do 
aarprised ;  some  gave  a  satisSed  little  let  me."  Then  I  knew  that  her  heart 
nod,  which  said  as  plainly  as  words,  "■  I  must  have  been  prepared,  and  gladly 
knew  it  would  come."  All  learned  a  left  the  matter  in  her  hancb.  And  tliat 
lesson  of  thp  reality  and  power  of  day  week,  forty  Inverness  coats  of  blsck 
prayer.  trieie,  each  with  two  pockets  for  cold 
'  Another  marked  providence  was  hands,  arrived  at  the  Nest ;  and  the  next 
aboot  clothing.  There  are  forty  little  day,  a  very  comfortahle  little  regiment 
boys  in  the  infant  school.  All  summer  marched  to  chorch,  facing  the  eiiat  wind 
they  were  dressed  in  white  flannel  suits,  with  a  pleasant  defiance,  cared  for  and 
made  of  strong  Irish  flannel,  the  gift  of  clothed  by  Him  who  notices  the  needs 
oar  faithful  friend,  Lady  S.  B.  Over  this  of  the  litUe  sparrows,  "  and  not  one  of 
they  bad  little  pinafores.  When  that  them  is  forgotten."  Such  instances  are 
cold  sharp  weauier  came  in  October,  Ten'  touching  and  very  teaching.' 
these  poor  little  fellows  looked  very  cold  It  is  pleasant  to  see  that  a  most  usefal 
going  out  to  walk,  ns  they  had  no  over-  variety  is  given  to  the  day's  occupations, 
coats.  That  very  day  that  we  had  the  talk  by  the  children  not  only  teaming  lessons 
about  praying,  the  matron  t«ld  me  how  such  as  are  usual  in  schools,  and  by 
iDQch  these  forty  little  boys  wanted  spending  time  in  the  playground,  but 
more  wintry  clothing.  I  said:  "We  have  also  are  fitted  for  earning  their  own 
no  money,  but  we  must  see  what  can  be  livelihood  in  an  independent  way,  by 
done."  A  few  days  aft^wards,  a  lady  being  taught  bugIi  things  as  brushing 
Boticed  these  little  boys,  and  asked  shoes,  cleaning  knives,  washing,  cook- 
about  their  coats.  The  matron  said  we  ing,  taking  care  of  the  wardrobes,  etc., 
Trere  hoping  for  something  for  them,  hut  and — most  affecting ! — that  some  '  act  as 
could  not  buy.  As  she  went  home  the  mothers  to  a  certain  number  of  the  small 
sharp  east  wind  blew  keenly  in  her  face ;  children.'  Poor '  araall  children ! '  It  is 
ebe  felt  cold,  even  well  wrapped  up.  "  I  the  best  that  can  be  done  for  them,  but 
must  do  something  for  these  poor  little  what  a  aubstitate  I  I  recall  the  time 
fellows,"  she  said;  and  she  determined  to  when,  if  my  mother  went  out,  leaving 
ask  each  of  her  friends  to  contribute  one  me  behind,  a  feeling  of  blank  desolation 
shilling.     Many  hearts  were  touched  to  came  over  me,  and  it  seemed  aa  if  the 

?'.ve  more,  and  in  five  daya  she  had  ana  itself  were  blotted  from  the  sky.    I 

10.    It  was  Saturday,  and  she  came  recall,  too,  the  time  when,  tossing  in  a 

to  town  to  ask  if  we  could  possibly  buy  buminR  fever,  with  what  aniions  ear  I 

s  coat  each  with  this  money,  and  if  we  listened  for  the  noiseless  footfall  of  my 

cotdd  get  them  soon.    I  thought  it  was  mother,  and  felt  the  very  sense  of  her 

quite  poeeihle,  for  there  were  sellings  off  presence  more  soothing  than  the  softest 

at  several  clothing  shops  just  then,  and  pillow  to  the  aching  heitd ;  and  I  pity  the 

as  soon  as  my  friend  was  gone  I  took  a  '  small  children-' 

cab  and   drove  off.     At  one   shop  the  In  the  book  I  referred  to,  Mis.  Somer- 

man  aaid  he  could  supply  exactly  what  ville  speaks  of  the  pressgang,  and  the 

was  wanted,  and  took  down  some  nice  cruelties   perpetrated,    when    she    was 

little  coats  at  ten  shillings  each.     That  young,  on  British  subjects  in  the  army 

would  never  do  ;  we  should  only  have  and  navy.    But  what  are  they  compared 

twenty  for  the  £10.     Shop  after  shop  with  the  cruelties  practised  on  poorhelp- 

was  tried,  with  a  like  result.    At  last  I  less  children,  —  cruelties  affecting  not 

went  to  one,  where  1  had  bought  a  cost  their  bodies  only,  but  also  their  minds, — . 

the    week    before    for    five    shillings,  through  the  crimes  of  their  parents,  and 

'IC 
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tJaoBometimeatbeiudiiTereDccofotheTS?  "Will  the  ladies  take  him  now?"  she 

Whatasadatoryisthatof  Little  Eddy,'  aaid.     "WeVe  had  nowhere  to  sleep  for 

as  told  by  MisB  Davieal  a  fortnight  but  on  door-steps,  and  we're 

'  Not  tufuky  weeks  a^,  ooe  Saoday  perishing."     And  trul^  the  poor  babe 

eTODing  news  came  that  oar  litde  nest-  looked  "  periahiag,"  bis  akin  so  white, 

ling  Eddy  had  been  taken  to  tbe  bright  and  the  poor  little  lega  and  anns  so  thin  ] 

home  aboTe.  .  .  .  Eddy  must  have  been  Hr.  M.  took  him  in,  warmed  and  fed 

atleasteightyeaTsoldjbathewashardly  him,  aod  soon  little  Eddy  was  a^iin 

big  enough  for  six.     His  life  had  been  comfortably  clothed,  and  with  the  kind 

oue  of  great  bardehip  and  sorrow,  with  nurse. 

sometimes  a  few  months  of  comfort  and  '  Once  more  he  was  taken  away.     We 

joy.     I  must  tell  all  about  it.     Rather  were  dreadfully  grieved.     Still  we  felt 

more  than  seven  yeais  ago,  a  poor  man  that  tbe  Good  Shepherd  knew  where  be 

lay  dying  in  one  of  the  London  hoepitals.  waa,  and  was  watohing  overthe  child.  We 

He  seemed  very  unhappy.     The  doctor,  could  only  wait  and  pray.    A  long  time 

knowing  he  was  a  bebever  in  Jesus,  and  passed  away;  we  almost  gave  up  hopes; 

had  no  canse  for  anxiety  about  himself,  but  at  last  the  mother  once  more  brought 

Stayed  a  little  while   beside   him,   and  him,  saying,  if  he  might  go  int4>  the  Nest 

aakedbim  the  cause  of  his  trouble.   "My  to   his  sister,   she  would  nerer  disturb 

little  children,"  he  said;  "when  I  am  him  again.    How  glad  we  were  !    How 

gone,  there  will  be  no  one  to  care  for  thankful  to  Him  who  had  answered  oui 

them.    Their  mother — well,  slie  won't  prayers  I    Eddy  waa  very  glad  too,  and 

take  care  of  them."    Tbe  good  doctor,  enjoyed  the  comforts  of  t^e  Nest  so 

thinking  of  the  Birds'  Neet,  said:  "/  much.     But   his   poor  little  body  was 

will  see  that  theyare  cared  for ;  do  not  worn  out  with  want  and  sufFering,  and 

be  unhappy."    When  he  came  home,  he  he  was  often  ill.  We  gave  hiin  coa-Hver 

told  ns  of  the  promise  he  had  made  to  oil  and  good  food,  and  sometimes  be 

the  dying  Christian.  seemed  strong  and  welL     He  was  a  dear 

'  The  next  day  this  good  doctor  waa  little  pet,  very  much  loved  amongst  the 

taken  ill,  and  in  nine  days  died,    A  few  children  and  by  the  t«achers,  and  learned 

weeks  passed  before  we  could  seek  out  hymns  and  texts  very  eagerlv. 

these  children.     For  some  days  we  were  '  I«st  spring  little  Eddy  had  a  more 

unsuccessful ;  then,  in  a  crowded  street,  serious  illneas  than  any  he  had  before. 

a  wretohed  woman  was  seen  begging,  a  After  a  few  days  he  was  sent  to  hospital, 

little  white-faced  baby  in  her  anna,  a  The  next  day  I  went  to  see  him.    He 

little  gill  of  seven  years  old  cTymg  beside  was   laid  in   his    little    bed,    his    face 

her.    That  baby  was  Eddy.    He  was  too  swollen,  his    eyes   nearly  dosed  with 

young  to  go  into  the  Neet,  but  tbe  mother  dropey.    He  welcomed  me  with  a  bright 

was  quite  willing  to  give  up  both  cbU-  smite. 

dren.  Mary  was  Boonwashedand  dressed,  '  "Do  you  love  Jesus?"  I  sud.    "He 

and  sent  to  the  Birds'  Nest ;   and  for  loves  me,    replied  the  child,     "  Bow  do 

£ddyakiudnurBewasfound,themother  you  know  He  loves  a  little  fellow  like 

saying  she  could  get  a  situntion.    A  few  you  ?  "    "  Sure  the  Bible  nm  He  does." 

weeks  passed  away.    Little  roses  beean  "Does  it?    Where?"    "In  John  iii. 

to  appear  ou  the  white  cheeks,  and  Eddy  1 6  it  says ;    '  God  so  loved  the  world, 

could  trot  about  his  nurse's  room  quite  dat  Ho  gave  His  only-begotten  SH>n,  dat 

gaily.    One  day  his  mother  came  to  see  whosoever  believeth  in  Him  might  not 

him,  and  while  the  nurse  tamed  round,  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.     And 

she  snatched  Eddy  up,  and  ran  out  with  Jesus  said:    'Snfier  little  children  to 

him.     Hr.  Ij.,  our  kind  missionary,  who  ceme  onto  me,'     Dat't  it." 

had  before  found  him,  sought  for  many  '  I  was  glad  to  find  the  dear  little 

months  in  vain.    At  length,  a  woman  fellow  so  strong  in  Christ,  and  so  happy, 

begging,  with  a  thin,  miserable  child  of  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  any  text  about 

two  years  old,  attracted  his  attention,  the  Holy  Spirit. 

It  was  Eddy's  mother.    She  "  conid  not  '  "  I  know,"  he  said;  "  I  can't  reroem- 

beg  without  the  child,"  she  s»d;  noone  her  de  reference,  but  it  says:    'How 

would  give  her  anything ;  she  would  not  much  more  shall  your  Father  which  is 

give  him  back.     More  months  passed,  in  heaven  ^ve  His  Holy  Spirit  to  them 

mid  one  night  late  a  knock  was  heard  at  that  ask  Hun,' " 

Ur.  M.'s  door.    It  waa  Eddf 's  mother,  '  Many  weeks  little  Eddy  lay  in  that 
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"  Jesna  a  pleasnnt,  kindly  womtui,  gave  Lim  a 

loves  me,  and  everyiwdy"*  kind  to  me,"  stick,  and  told  him  '  to  thraah  tlie  table ! ' 

he  would  aay.     He  did  not  snffer  mach,  Surely  this  ia  the  instruction  th&tcanBetb 

bot   the    docton    thonght   his   illness  to  err.    From  Bn(^  seed  wbat  can  apring 

aerioos.      They  kept  him  a  long  time,  upbutabarvaatofdeoeitfulandrevenge- 

but  could  not  cute  bim ;  so  at  length  he  ful  diapoeitiona  ?    We  hnre  all  read  with 

vraa  sent  back  to  the  Nest.  A  few  weeks  a  shudder  how  little  boys  used  to  be  sent 

passed   away,   and    then    one  day   his  np   the  inaidea   of   chimneys  to  sweep 

mother  once  more  cftme,  and  took  him  them,  and  bow  they  often  had  their 

away  to  her  wretched  room.     All  bis  bodies  bruised  and  ecarred  and  muti- 

comforts  gone,  the  child  rapidly  failed.  Uted ;  but  aadder  far  it  is  to  see  the 

He  bej^^  to  go  to  the  hospital,  where  mind  mystiBed  and  mialed.    All,  slss ! 

he  bad  been  m  happy ;  and  one  night  inherit  the  bend  siniBter ;  but  in  this 

the  mother  got  frightened,  xad  forget-  way,  instead  of  its  being  smoothed  and 

ting  where  ne  had  been,  took  him  to  atraightened,  and  nltiniately  effaced,  it 

another.  ...  A  place  in  the  manaiona  is  fostered  and  strengthened,  and  the 

above  was  ready  for  bim,  and  within  a  whole  nature  perverted  and  distorted  a 

few  honra  the  angela  came  and  took  him  thooaandfold. 

hofoe.'  Daring  the  last  tveWe  yean  upwards 
How  happy  for  Eddy,  that,  though  he  of  400  cnildren  have  found  a  home  in 
fell  among  thieves,  he  fell  also  into  the  the  Birds'  Nert.  Of  these,  24  have 
hands  of  those  good  Samaritans,  who  died,  aome  have  been  taken  away  by 
not  only  bound  up  hia  womide  literally,  their  friends,  and  many  are  out  in  situ* 
but  also  poured  the  oil  of  consolation  ationa  as  faithful  servants,  and  190  re- 
iuto  his  braised  aonl,  and  were  the  main  in  the  Neat, 
meana,  in  the  hand  of  Ood,  of  dothing  Surely  our  tiianks  are  doe  to  the 
it  with  the  gannentfl  of  salvation  I  judicious  philantliropiste  who  are  en- 
Some  of  you  will  ask,  '  Do  thtse  chil-  gaged  in  such  a  great  work,  and  to  Miss 
dren  all  ti;m  out  well  ?'  No,  not  all.  Daviea,  'who  has  taken  the  principal 
There  are  Borne  dark  pages  in  the  biat^^  management  since  its  originator,  Mrs. 
of  the  institntion ;  but  the  failures  seem  Wale,  has  gone  to  her  rest ;  and  we 
to  be  far  fewer  proportionally  than  in  cannot  but  join  with  the  little  girl,  who, 
private  familiea,  and  I  fear  thia  may  when  ahe  was  sitting  at  one  of  their  te& 
be  accounted  for  by  the  want  of  what  entertainments,  enjoying  the  sight  of  a 
may  be  called  godly  upbringing.  The  series  of  dissolving  views  aa  they  melted 
managera  in  the  Binls'  Nest  recognise  into  each  otbor  and  changed  from  one 
the  fact  that  these  children  have  not  thing  to  another,  looked  up  in  Miss 
only  bodies  to  be  fed  and  clothed  and  Davies'  face,  and  aaid,  '  Don't  'oo  go 
cared  for,  but  immortal  souls  to  be  and  change!'  And  more  than  that, 
trained  to  glorify  and  enjoy  Qod  now  should  we  not  be  anxious  to  help  in  suoh 
and  for  ever.  How  frequently  this  is  a  work, — so  great,  so  noble,  so  divine? 
forgotten  I     The  oth^  day  I  was  told  . 

by  a  decent,  well-spoken  old  man,  that  g    t^ea be  Wm'd anddad ; 

he  had   taken  his  grandson  to  church         Be  ihlna  the  blissful  task  to  make 
last  Sabbath.     The  boy  bad  wondered  Ths  downcut  mournar  glad 

much  what  the  sounding-board  above  ,  _,      ,  ,  , .  _,       ,  „  ,  _, 

lb.  pulpit  cojH  i.,"rf, -idth.  g,«>d.  "f:'S.'iss"l?C 

father,  '  I  told  hun  it  had  a  door  m  it  to         And  gloiy  from  the  Lord  above 
open  and  take  in  bad  laddies  I '     Some  Shall  ihine  on  all  thy  ways.' 

time  4go  I  aaw  a  little  boy  fall  on  the  I.  S. 

table  and  hurt  himself,  when  hia  mother, 
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Sir, — I  had  much  pleasore  in  reading  a  was  pleased  to  advert  to  a  letter  of  mine 
letter  under  the  above  heading  In  your  nnder  the  same  heading  in  the  preceding 
number  for  December  laati     The  writer     number ;  and,  referring  to  an  opinion  I 


26  COBBESF0>~DEXCE.  '     mTro""* 

had  ventured  to  express  that  attendance  though  often  not  implying  veiy  much, 
at  the  Divioit;  Hall  should  not  be  held  is  at  &11  eventH  more  reliable  ttum  anj 
iudiBpensable  in  order  to  obtain  licence  exanainationa  ire  can  command.  I  have 
as  a  preacher,  he  says  :  '  In  regard  to  always  felt  humiliated  at  this.  Surely 
the  auggeatiou  that,  where  desired,  satis-  examinations  might  be  procured  such 
factory  examinatiouB  should  he  accepted  that  any  one  reaaonably  qaalified  might 
instead  of  atteudance  at  pnblic  classes,  pass,  and  that  no  one  could  passniihout 
our  reply  is,  both  are  essential.  Our  ocing  reasonably  qaalified.  All  things 
Diiaistry  must  he  trained,  not  simply  human  are  imperfect;  but  I  will  not 
crammed.'  Now,  as  I  read  this,  itseems  abandon  the  nope  that  a  tolerable  ap- 
to  imply  that  the  proposal  I  tocA  the  proiimation  mi^t  be  made  to  this  beau 
liberty  of  making  is  favourable  to  cram-  ideal  of  examination.  If  so,  cramming 
ming,  and  also  that  cramming  ia  essential,  would  be  excluded. 
only  that  it  needs  to  have  training  con-  Supposing  that  all  your  eorreflpondent 
joined  with  it.  But,  Sir,  T  detest  cram-  in  laat  number  alleges  respecbug  the 
ming,  and  if  yon  will  indulge  me  with  a  excellent  training  to  be  had  by  atCend- 
few  sentences,  I  hope  to  show  not  only  ing  classes  were  fully  true,  and  that 
that  my  proposal  gives  no  countenance  nothing  could  be  said  per  contra,  still, 
to  that,  but  also  that  it  presents  the  beat  be  it  observed,  I  never  proposed  to  place 
security  against  it  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  such  attend- 
By  cramming.  I  understand  hastily  ance.  I  wrote  :  '  Prudence,  I  daresay, 
got  up,  superficial  preparation,  which  would  induce  most  to  attend-'  I  am 
may  pass  muster  at  an  examination,  aware  that  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
but  wants  breadth,  solidity,  and  depth,  in  the  United  Statee,  where  attendance 
Now,  flret  of  all,  I  did  not  propose  to  is  not  absolutely  required,  it  is  generally 
shorten  the  period  of  study,  but  left  given ;  and  in  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
that  to  the  Synod  in  its  wisdom.  Next,  'partial  sessions'  (no  seaions  at  all) 
I  proposed  what  seemed,  and  I  confess  nerer  were  the  order  of  the  day.  The 
still  seems,  to  me  the  most  likely  method  drift  of  my  idea  is,  that  while,  on  the 
for  causing  the  whole  of  that  period  to  one  band,  attendance  at  the  Hallghonld 
be  industriously  spent  in  study.  Our  not  be  indispensable,  on  the  other  hand 
demands  on  this  bead  must  not  be  un-  it  should  not  be  sufficient,  as  a  paaaport 
reasonable.  Our  students  hitherto  have,  to  the  pulpit.  True,  it  never  was  so  by 
many  of  them,  maintained  themselves  express  enactment,  but  practically  the 
by  some  occupation  during  their  student-  rule  was  to  license  all  who  had  corn- 
ship,  and  I  suppose  tiiie  method  is  ex-  pleted  their  curriculum,  unless  there  were 
pected  to  be  continued,  at  least  to  some  stMnething  objectionable  in  their  life  or 
extent.  But  it  would  be  extravagant  doctrine.  The  exceptions  were  tew  and 
and  absurd  to  expect  that  one  is  to  do  far  between,  and  might  be  regarded  as 
full  work  as  a  student,  if  he  has  also  to  confirmatiDna.  It  seemed  some  recom- 
do  wtn'k  in  another  capacity.  What  mendation  of  my  plan,  that  when,  as  at 
metliod,  then,  can  be  devised  for  seour-  present,  there  are  some  signs  of  a  scarcity 
ing  at  least  reaeoqable  and  faithful  of  students,  it  might  procure  for  us  a 
application,  more  likely  to  be  succesaful  few  competent  men,  who  might  not 
tEan  calling  the  individual  frequently  find  it  convenient  to  attend  the  Ball, 
and  strictly  to  account,  and  rating  him.  Allow  me  to  add,  that  if  any  scheme  be 
as  I  proposed  to  do,  just  according  to  hia  adopted  requiring  much  additional  ex- 
performances — i.e.  by  allowing  him  to  go  penditure,  1  fear,  especially  as  some  of 
forward,  or  turning  him  bacx,  just  ac-  the  funds  are  said  to  be  low,  an  objection 
cording  to  the  degree  of  satisfaction  he  of  this  kind  may  be  raised  :  Are  not  our 
may  have  given  ?  Further,  while  I  am  preachers  confeMedly  equal— easily  equal 
not  ignorant  that  examinatjons  may  be  — to  those  of  any  other  denomination? 
nominal  and  useless,  or  worse,  yet  what  and  if  so,  why  launch  out  into  expensive 
I  proposed  was,  that  ours  Bhould  be  and  extravagant  experiments? 
made  'thoroughly  searching;'  and  to  Apologising  for  any  seeming  perti- 
provide  for  that,  I  suggested  that  ex-  nacity  in  advocating  a  scheme  which  I 
aminers  might  be  specially  set  apart  for  certainly  never  expected  to  meet  with 
this  work,  and,  if  necessary, 'respectably  immediate  acceptance,  I  beg  again  to 
salaried.'  It  seems  to  be  constantly  taken  Bubecribe  myself,  Sir,  yours,  ete., 
for  granted  that  attendance  at  classes,  Am  Old  Studemt. 
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Jsoies  C.  Meiblpjohn,  moderatoT.  Mr. 
Thomas  S.  DkliaaD,  student  oF  tbe  third 
<rear,  certified  from  the  GlnBgow  Freibf- 


in([laelBeBaiolioftbeDiviiiil/ 
HhII,  had  exerciaei  praacribed  to  bim, 
witheabjecta  of  examiaHtian.  In  cerina  of 
reqnesc,  the  preabjlery  agreed  to  tramfor 
Mr.  Jnnor  W.  Waldie  to  the  PreBbjtery 
of  Edinburgh.  The  canvenec  of  Com- 
miltee  on  Evaniielistic  Work  reported. 
After  con  Bide  ration,  it  vu  agreed  to 
recommend  that  miniateri  and  eeuiona  of 
the  Bsieral  congregations  carrj  out  the 
mcFlinga  formerlj  agreed  on,  at  as  earl; 
a  date  as  poBsible.  It  was  reported  that 
the  ordinance  of  tbe  Lord's  Supper  had 
been  diapenaed  in  Wampbray  coiigrega- 
tion  on  the  preceding  Sabbaib.  Tbe 
preabjtery  entered  on  the  coniideralioa 
of  the  remit  of  Sjnod  anent  a  Repreien- 
laiive  General  Anembljr  ;  and  after 
reasoning,  it  wag  moved  and  seconded, 
'That  the  qnesiion  of  a  Repreaentative 
Aasembl;  be  not  entertained  at  pre- 
aenl.'  It  was  alio  moved  and  seconded, 
'Tllat  the  propoeal  of  ft  Bepreien  laiive 
AHemhlr  be  approved  of  bj  Ibis  preabj- 
le;;.'  The  two  motions  were  pat  in  dne 
form,  when  it  wai  foand  that  the  votei 
were  cquaL  Tbe  moderator  gave  his 
casting  vote  in  favour  of  the  lecond 
■nolion,  and  the  preabylerj  decided  accord- 
ingly. The  preabjtery  look  up  the  remit 
pa  SjDod  Clerkabips,  and  after  reasoning, 
ii  was  agreed  to  defer  farther  considera- 
tion until  next  meeting,  which  was  ap- 
pointed to  be  held  in  the  same  place,  on 
the  Tnenlay  ader  the  foortb  Sabbath  in 
Jannar;  1874. 

Samffslare.  —  This  presbyterj  met  at 
Banff  on  Taesdav,  Sd  December  — the 
Bev.  John  MeikiebBm,  moderator.  A 
petition  for  moderation  in  a  call  to  Keith 
was  granted,  and  Mr.  Miller  was  ap- 
pointed to  preach  and  moderate  on 
Tneidaf,  SOih  December.  Next  meeting 
of  preabjter;  to  be  held  at  Banff,  on  20th 
Jan  nary  1871.  Took  up  remit  from 
Synod  anent  Union  with  ihe  English 
Presbyterian  Church.  The  unanimona 
finding  of  the  preabylery  waa :  "Approve 
of  the  Union  only  on  condition  of  an  ap- 
proximate unanimity  on  iho  pan  of  our 
eongregaiiona  in  England.'  Considered 
next   tbe    question   of  a    Eepreaentative 


Assembly,  and  nnanimoaaly  agreed : '  Ap- 
prove of  a  Representative  A^ssembly  for 
our  Church,  as  eonducivs  to  the  more 
thorough  and  eipeditiooa  discharge  of  the 
huaineasoftbe  ciinrcb;  but,  in  tbe  present 
nnaetlLed  state  of  ecclesiaatical  affairs, 
deem  it  inexpedient  to  proceed  imme- 
diately with  its  formation.'  Tbe  other 
remits  were  deferred  till  next  mealing. 

Cojiisfe.— This  presbytery  met  on  De- 
cember 9  —  the  Rev.  Peter  Carrutherl, 
moderator.  Mr.  Tannahill,  who  had  been 
requeaied  ai  last  meeting  of  presbyteTf 
to  make  inquiries  concerning  Appleby, 
reported  that  he  had  done  so,  and  coaa- 
selled  delay  before  taking  steps  to  open 
a  atation  in  that  town.  The  clerk  was 
ordered  to  report  to  the  Home  Mission 
Board  in  the  terms  of  Mr.  Tannabill't 
advice.  Upon  inqniry,  it  was  fonnd  thai 
the  congregations  of  all  the  ministers 
present  had  made  the  annual  collection 
for  the  Synod  Fund.     Mr.  Anderson  re- 

Krted  that  the  congregation  of  White- 
ven  had  added  £19  to  his  stipend  since 
last  meslins  of  presbytery,  which  anm, 
with  that  offia  reported  at  Ibe  previous 
meeting,  made  an  increase  of  £25  in  all. 
The  presbytery  was  much  gratified  to 
receive  this  report.  Er.  Kidd,  student  of 
the  third  year,  laid  on  the  table  certiflcates 
from  rrofesaori  Harper  and  M'Michael, 
and  dclivired  a  sermon,  which  was  nnani- 
monaly  sustained.  Mr.  Moyes  completed 
his  inter- sessional  exaniinalion  for  the 
second  year  at  the  Theological  Hall,  and 
at  bis  own  request  wae  transferred  to  tbe 
Presbytery  of  Glasgow.  Mr.  Moyes  ten- 
dered his  resignation  of  tbe  oversight  of 
Ibe  station  alFenmddock,  and  Mr.  Tanna- 
hill was  appointed  to  apply  for  another 
evangelist.  The  discassion  upon  the 
Synod's  remit  on  Union,  adjourned  from 
laatmeeting,  was  then  resumed;  and  when 
tbe  vole  was  taken,  it  waa  found  that  Ibe 
motion  to  the  effect  '  that  a  speedy  union 
be  effected  between  the  English  Preaby- 
.terian  Cbnrcb  and  the  congregations  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  situated 
in  England,  with  the  closest  possible  fede- 
ral ties  to  the  United  Presbyisrian  Church 
in  Scotland,'  was  carried.  Mr,  Andernon 
entered  his  protest.  Tbe  next  meeting 
is  to  be  held  in  Carlisle,  on  the  Tuesday 
after  the  second  Sabbatb  of  February,  at 

Cupar.  —  'This  presbytery  met  in  the 
schoolroom  of  Boonygate  Church  on  the 
16tb  December — Mr.  M'Swaine,  mode- 
rator. Messrs.  Dickie  end  Heughan,  atu- 
denu  of  diitnit;,  appeared  for  examiDa* 
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tion,  and  their  papers  irero  approved  of.  pend.     It    was    onaniiiioaBly    agreed    to 

Ic  vfas  reported  thai  all  the  congrvfialioTifl  sraDt  the  moderaliim — lo  take  place  on 

represented  al  the  meeting  had  nrnde  their  the  erening  of  Monday,  the  29lh  Decem- 

contribntions  or  collectioiiB  Tor  the  Sjnod'a  ber,  and  Mr,  Rankine  to  preach  and  pre- 

General  Fund.     The  report  of  the  joint  side   on   the   occasion.    Appointed    next 

commiltee  on  the  union  of  the  two  con-  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  same  place,  on 

■■   B  in  Ceres  was  given  in  by  Mr.  llie  Tuesday  after  the  second  Sablath  of 

Tbe  report  it  in  the  following  Janaarv. 
After  lengthened  consideration  Dumfria. — -Tills  presbitery  met  on  2d 
of  the  whole  matter  committed  to  them,  December— the  Rev.  J.  Hay  Scott,  mode- 
it  was  agreed  to  report  to  the  Presbytery  ratur.  Mr.  James  Ailken,  student  of  the 
of  Cupar  and  the  Home  Mission  Board  fourth  year,  was  transferred  from  the  Pres- 
aa  follows: — Thejoinl committee, !□  terms  bytery  of  Cnpai.  After  discDasion,  the 
of  the  instractions  of  the  Synod,  have  en-  following  motion  was  adopted  by  the  prea- 
deavonred,  with  anxiety  and  care,  to  effect  bytery  :  'The  presbytery  hariag  considered 
the  union  of  the  two  congregations  in  theremitanenl  aRepresentativeAsaembly, 
Cere.s  and  have  foiled.  The;  do  not  seek  find  that  in  the  present  ciTcumstsnceg  of 
to  define  the  canaei  of  this  failure,  or  to  this  Church,  and  eapeciall;  while  other 
distribnte  the  blaine.  The  committee,  questions  affecting  the  number  of  mernbers 
however,  r^ret  the  lame  of  their  labonra,  of  Synod  are  still  under  discussion,  no. 
for  they  are  strongly  convinced  that  one  further  steps  should  be  taken  in  the 
congregation  in  Ceres  would  be  more  matter.'  It  was  alao  agreed  to  defer  tbe 
creditable  to  our  denomination,  more  in-  annnul  miasionary  mceiing  this  year.  In- 
fiueolial  for  good,  and  more  glorifyinelo  terioi  rules  anent  admission  of  ministers 
the  Great  Head  of  the  Church.'  The  and  probationers  from  other  denomina- 
Bev.  Mr.  Allison  dissented  from  tbe  re-  tions  and  report  anent  Synod  clerkship 
port,  as  he  thought  the  following  words  to  be  considered  next  meeting,  whicli  will 
■bould  be  added: — 'The  vacant  congrega-  he  held  on  (he  first  Tuesday  of  S'ebraary 
lion   having  intimated    their   wish    that  1S74. 

proceedings  in  these  negotiationa  be  EtUnbargh.  —  This  presbytery  met  on 
sisled,  the  committee,  after  deliberation,  Sd  December — Mr.  Williamson  of  Qaeens- 
hereby  resolve  to  conclude  the  case.'  Mr.  ferry,  moderator.  Dr.  Peddie  reported 
Henderson  moved,  and  Mr.  Gray  ae-  that,  along  with  Mr.  Groom,  be  bad  mo- 
conded,  that  the  report  be  received  and  derated  in  a  nnanimous  call  to  the  Rev. 
adopted,  and  the  committee  thanked  for  Robert  Wbita  of  Follokshawa,  as  helper 
their  diligence.  Mr.  H'Swaine,  having  and  successor  to  the  present  pastor  of 
left  the  chair,  moved  as  an  amendment,  Lauriston  Place  Church.  He  further 
''i'hat  the  presbytery  having  heard  the  stated  that  783  members  in  full  corn- 
report  of  their  committee  in  the  Ceres  mnnion  and  113  ordinary  hearers  had 
case  anent  nnion,  agree  to  receire  it,  bnt  affixed  their  names  to  the  call.  The  mo- 
at the  same  time  express  their  deep  regret  derator's  report  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
at  the  failure  of  these  negotiations,  be-  call  unanimonaly  sustained.  Dr.  Bruce 
canse  of  their  strong  conviction  of  the  said  that,  in  company  with  Mr,  Mair,  he 
necessity  of  union  there,  and  the  favour-  had  attended  at  Rose  Street  Chnrch  for 
able  opponooiiy  of  carrying  it  through  by  the  purpose  of  moderating  in  a  call  to  a 
the  existence  of  a  vacant  congregation ;  minister  for  that  congregation.  It  had 
further  agree  to  express  their  deep  regret  been  nnenimonsly  agreed  tbat  tha  Rev. 
that  tbe  proposal  of  the  joint  committee,  Fergus  Ferguaon  of  Dalkeith  should  be 
calculated  in  their  opinion  to  give  to  both  requested  to  accept  a  call  to  be  pastor  of 
congregations  all  that  was  wished  by  the  congregation.  The  nnmber  nho  had 
them,  and  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  affixed  their  signatures  was  272  members 
Rev.  D.  Anderson  and  his  congregaljon,  and  40  adherents.  The  reason  of  the 
was  not  accepted  by  the  vacant  con-  comparatively  small  nnmber  of  signatures 
gregation.'  On  a  vote  being  taken,  the  hehad  to  state  was  this:  The  congregation 
motion  was  preferred  by  a  large  majority,  proposed  to  remove  lo  Falmerston  Place, 
and  Mr.  M'Swaine  dissented  from  the  bnt  a  portion  of  it  proposed  to  remain  in 
finding  of  the  presbytery.  The  clerk  and  Ruse  Streei.  The  latter  party  did  doc 
tbe  Rev.  Mr.  Jack  were  appointed  to  feel  themselves  justiGcd  in  signing  the 
superintend  the  students  in  attendance  at  call,  an  understanding  of  that  nature 
St.  Andrews  University.  A  petition  waa  having  been  arrived  at.  A  large  nnmber 
presented  from  the  Weal  congregation  of  of  tbem,  however,  expreased  their  con- 
Ceres,  praying  for  a  moderation.  The  curreuce  in  the  step  which  had  been 
commissionera  stated  that  they  were  taken,  and  stated  that  they  would  wel- 
unanimona  in  their  application,  and  that  come  Mr.  Ferguson  to  be  their  minister 
ihej  purposed  giving  the   minimum  sii-  during  the  time  they  worshipped  together. 
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li  vaa  Agreed  to  gasuln  tlie  call  and  take 
iha  ueubJ  Btepa.  A  petition  wai  preaented 
from  tba  Queen  Street  congregatioa,  re- 
questing A  coipmiasLOD  to  moderate  in  a 
cull  to  a  colleague  and  BucceuoT  lo  Dr. 
Dsvidton.  Tbe  cangregntion  wua  quite 
ananimouB,  and  a  sufficient  nnmbEr  uf 
cindidatea  bad  been  heard.  It  bad  been 
farther  agreed  thatDr.  Davidson's  stipend 
ghould  remaia  as  at  preient  (£350),  and 
tbal  tbe  same  Eom  be  given  to  bit  col- 
Icigne.  Mundaj  tbe  15th  imtant  wm 
appointed  as  the  day  of  moderation — Mr. 
Danlop  to  preach,  and  Dr.  Duvidson  to  . 
preiide.  A  petition  TroiD  the  Uid-Caldet 
UuitedPrcsbyierJancongregatioD  for  leave 
to  appoint  a  colleague  to  tbe  Kev.  Mr.  Dun- 
can was  laid  oa  the  table.  The  petitioners 
further  tequeeted  that  Mr.William  Duncan 
ihonld  be  Bent  to  ibem  as  a  candidate, 
Thepetitionwasagreedlo.  Commusioaers 
appeared  rrom  the  King's  Park  congrega- 
lioD,  Dalkeith,  requesiing  a  day  to  be 
Exed  for  lh«  ordination  of  the  Kev.  Mr. 
A.  Hunter,  M.A.,  B.D.  Taeaday,  the 
16th  instant,  was  appointed  fof  that  par- 
pose.  Mr.  Hanter  also  appeared  before 
the  presbytery,  and  gave  his  trials  ior 
ordioaiioa,  wfaiob  were  sustained.  Mr. 
itobertson,  of  Bread  Street  Church,  was 
appointed  moderator  of  the  presbytery  for 
tKe  ensniDg  six  months,  Mr.  Scott  of  Ba- 
lemo  and  Mr.  Mill  of  Leith  liaving  de- 
dined  to  accept  office  —  tbo  former  on 
account  of  his  appointment  to  tbe  editor- 
ship of  the  United  Prttiryteriaa  Magazine, 
and  the  latter  because  of  bad  health.  A 
report  by  the  Committee  on  Evimgelistic 
Work  was  then  snbmitled.  It  recom- 
meaded— (1)  That  seinons  be  asked  to 
Diike  their  own  arrangement!,  as  soon  a» 
possible,  in  their  several  localities;  (3) 
That  tt^  series  be  initiated  by  a  sermon 
on  the  Bubjeel  of  conTersioii,  the  nature 
and  need  of  revival,  and  the  onipaurinD; 
of  the  Spirit  in  answer  to  praveri  (3) 
That  tba  Borvices  be  condncted  by  mini- 
■t«ts  and  qoalitiod  laymen  ;  (4)  That  our 
people  be  eameatly  asked  to  plead  with 
Qod,in  secret  and  Bocial  prayer,  to  ronch- 
ufe  His  presence  at  every  meeting,  and 
to  eaoae  His  word  to  come  in  power  and 
m  tbe  Holy  Ghost ;  (5)  That  if  arrange- 
ments are  made  for  mo  addresbes,  eaeh 
shonld  not  occupy  more  than  twenty 
mlnates,  and  that  the  whole  services 
■bonld  not  exceed  an  hour  and  a  quarter; 
(6)  That  printed  invitations  be  distributed 
in  the  neigbbonrhood  of  the  place  of 
laeetlng  as  widely  as  possibU,  and  by 
inch  methods  as  may  be  found  most  con- 
tenient,  and  that  Chnrch  tnembers  be 
eameMl/  urged  to  do  all  ibey  can  to  aid 
their  sessions  in  not  only  making  the 
Ktvieee  known,  but  secutiag  an  atleud- 


ance  at  the  several  meetings;  (7)  That 
where  any  session  has  arranged  for  a 
series  of  meetings,  immediate  notice  of 
the  time  and  place  be  given  to  the  pres- 
bytery's eommiticB  ;  (8)  That,  where 
there  may  be  difficulty  in  securing  suit- 
able speaker*,  application  should  be  made 
to  the  convener  of  the  presbytery's  com- 
mittee, who  shall  keep  a  list  of  such  mi- 
nisters and  others  as  may  be  willing  to  aid 
in  evangelistic  work ;  (9)  That  eareful 
arrangemenis  be  made  to  place  the  awak- 
ened and  inquiring  under  a  coarse  of 
religions  instrnctian.  With  regard  to  the 
wants  of  tbe  mining,  agricultural,  and 
iron-working  population,  it  was  agreed  to 
snggesC — (1)  That  while  meetings  similar 
to  those  recommended  above  should  bs 
held  as  far  as  passible,  the  necessities  of 
theae  districts  are  such  as  to  call  for  (he 
appointment  of  a  permanent  agency,  such 
as  catecbists  or  evangelists,  to  labour 
under  tlie  supervision  of  the  minister  and 
session  of  the  bounds ;  (S)  That  the 
Home  Mission  Board  should  be  directed 
to  aid  presbyteries,  by  granting  an  allow- 
ance for  carrying  o'n  these  evangelistic 
services ;  (S)  That  tbe  Synod  should  be 
overtured  to  take  such  steps  as  may 
secure  the  proper  training  of  suitable 
evangelists.  The  report  was  remitted  to 
a  sab- committee.  The  meeting  then 
separated. 

ECgin,  and  lavemeM. — This  presbytery 
met  at  Nairn  on  the  16th  December — tbe 
Rev.  George  Robeon,  moderator.  Mr. 
Sharp,  in  accordance  with  the  iniimntion 
given  by  him  at  last  meeting,  tendered  his 
resignation  of  the  ofiBce  of  treasurer,  but 
at  the  request  of  the  presbytery  agreed  lo 
retain  the  office  for  another  year.  Mr. 
Morrison,  elder,  Inverness,  as  convener  of 
the  AugmentalioD  Committee,  having 
given  in  a  report  of  what  baa  been  done 
by  the  various  congregations  in  the  pres- 
bytery during  tbe  present  yea^  the  pres- 
bytery expressed  their  thanks  to  Mr. 
Morrison  for  the  pains  taken  by  him  in 
this  matter,  and  agieed  (o  reappoint  the 
committee  (Mr.  Horiisun,  convener),  re- 
questing them  to  bring  up  a  Bimilar  report 
at  this  time  next  year,  and  in  tbe  mean- 
time to  du  what  is  in  their  power  for  the 
funberancB  of  tbe  Angmentation  Scheme 
in  the  various  congregations  of  the  pres- 
bytei7.  Mr.  Morrison  agreed,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  proposal  made  at  last  meet- 
ing, to  allow  himself  to  be  put  in  nomination 
aa  representative  of  the  presbytery  at  the 
Mission  Board  for  the  four  jeare  ending 
in  May  1878.  Mr.  Wbyle,  as  convf  "  " 
of  the  committee  appointed  at  last  mce 
with  reference  to  Home  Evangelical 
having  given  in  a  report  stating  tbe  v. 
of  tbec< 
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■idered  bj  them  «i  proper  la  be  adopted 
with  this  Tiew,  it  wm  unanimously  agreed 
thai  >  presbyterisl  TisitHlion  of  the  Tarions 
congregalioni  of  the  presbjterj  be  held 
at  such  times  as  may  be  found,  most  suit- 
able, and  tbat  endeafoun  should  be  nsed 
for  a  commencement  being  made  in  this 
way  by  the  beginning  of  Febroarj.  The 
<derlc  read  a  commnnication  froin  the  ColU' 
mission  of  the  General  Assembly  oF  the 
Pree  Church,  intimating  chat,  at  a  meetinfc 
of  the  Commission  held  at  Edinburgh  on 
the  ISth  NoTember last,  they  had  receired 
and  admitted  the  Queen  Street  eongrega- 
tion,  InTerneSB,  as  a  congregation  of  the 
Free  Churcb,  on  the  understanding  that, 
before  proceeding  to  the  calling  of  a 
minister,  thej  shall  satisfy  the  PresbyleiT 
iif  InrernesB  and  the  Bostenlation  Fund 
Committee  that  they  are  contributing  not 
less  than  £100  annually  to  the  Snctenta- 
tionFundforbis  maintenance;  and  further, 
on  the  understanding  Ibat,  in  terms  of  their 
own  proposal,  tbey  repay  within  a  year 
and  a  half  to  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  the  sum  of  £350,  in  eonsideralion 
of  grants  received  from  the  Manse  Fund 
of  that  Church.  The  presbytery  agreed 
to  acknowledge  receipt  of  tbe  docament, 
and  to  forward  ihem  to  the  Legal  and 
Finance  Committees,  at  the  same  time 
expressing  their  surprise  thai  the  Free 
CtinTch  CoQlmissiun  considered  tbe  pro- 
posal made  by  the  congregation  an  ade- 
quate discharge  of  its  obligationi  to  tbe 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  respect  of 
the  properly  retained  by  tbe  congregation. 
Next  meeting  will  be  held  at  Forres,  on 
Tuesday  after  the  second  Sabbath  of  Feb- 


1  the 

Tlie  following  repo 
Sabbath  Obaerrance  was  agreed  to: — 'At  a 
meeting  of  committees  appointed  by  the 

Eresbyteries  of  sister  Churches,  recently 
eld  in  this  city,  anent  the  evil  of  nn- 
necessary  trafficking  on  the  Lord's  day, 
a  sub-commitlee  was  appointed,  consist- 
ing of  Rev.  Drs.  Jamieson,  MacEwen,  and 
Adam,  ReT.  William  Symington,  and 
Alexander  Bntnlon,  convener,  (o  prepere 
an  address,  to  be  read  from  tbe  pulpits  of 
the  several  denominations  represented ; 
and  it  was  agreed  to  recommend  that  the 
ministers  of  all  denominations  shonld  em- 
brace tbe  opportunity  of  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  their  people  to  the  sacredness  and 
universal  obligation  of  the  Sabbath  at  tbe 
same  lime.  The  address  is  as  follows:— 
"Dbas  Bbbthrsn, — Within  the  city  of 
Glasgow,  during  the  post  year,  there  were 
S019  shops  open  every  Lord's  day.  More 
than  the  half  of  these  were  shops  of  the 
following  description,  which  have,  for  the 
most  part,  increased  in  the  following  pro- 
portion as  between  IS60  and  1873  ; — 

1S7». 


Id  Prorlilons, 


Ml 
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.  ittrit.— This  presbytery  met  on  the 
_  d  December — the  Rev,  Dr.  Ogilvy,  mode- 
rator. The  clerk  intimated  that  tlie  Iter. 
Daiid  Connel,  Bo'ness,  bad  departed  thii 
life  on  tbe  ITth  November,  in  the  sixty- 
sixth  year  of  his  age  and  the  thirty-ninth 
of  hii  ministry.  After  engaging  in  prayer, 
the  presbytery  dropped  bis  name  from 
their,  roll,  and  appointed  a  committee  to 
draw  up  a  minute  in  reference  to  bis  death 
— said  minute  to  be  inserted  in  the  records 
of  the  presbytery,  and  a  copy  thereof  to 
be  transmitted  to  hii  family.  The  Ber. 
William  Miller  was  appointed  moderator 
of  Bo'ness  session,  also  to  preach  there 
on  Sabbath  first,  and  declare  the  church 
vacant.  The  Rev.  James  Conway,  Lin- 
lithgow,  was  appointed  examinator  of  the 
BtudenlB  in  Church  History,  in  room  of  the 
late  Mr.  Connel.  Messrs.  Wilson  Baird  and 
Andrew  id;'Giregor,students,wereexamined 
by  written  papers  on  Hebrew,  Greek  Tes- 
tament, Latin  (Calvin),  and  Theology. 
Their  examinations  were  sustained.  Next 
meeting  on  Sd  Febmary,  at  11  a  x. 


Coal  Dulen,  .,.'.'.*  IS 
No  nation  on  earth  is  more  indebted  to 
tbe  Sabbath  than  our  own,  and  no  nation 
has  so  much  lo  lose  bj  the  surrender  of 
it  to  the  pursuit  of  business  or  pleasure. 
That  so  many  shops  should  be  open  on 
the  Lord's  day,  without  any  reason,  either 
from  neeeseily  or  mercy,  is  a  scandal  to 
religion  and  detrimental  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  community.  Tbe  type  of 
individual  religious  character  will  in  great 
measure  be  formed  by  the  views  enter- 
tained and  acted  on  in  relation  to  the 
Lord's  day,  while  familiarity  with  any 
form  of  evil  tends  to  blunt  our  sense  of 
its  beinousness  and  deslmctiva  influence. 
We  may  well  take  warning  from  the 
example  of  Continental  cities.  What  hut 
been  tbe  result  of  their  persistent  dis- 
regard of  the  sanctity  of  tbe  Lord's  day, 
but  the  growth  of  inQdelity  and  the  sap- 
ping of  the  very  foundations  of  civil 
society  ?  If,  therefore,  we  would  gnsrd 
our  personal  Chriatianitj,  and  tbereby 
promote  our  social  religious  life,  we  must 
Strive  to  maintain  the  sanctity  of  tbe 
Lord's  day,  and  use  our  individual  in- 
fluence 10  put  an  end  to  this  growing  evil. 
In  the  conBiet  now  going  on  between  truth 
and  error,  the  Sabbalh  is  essential  to  every 
effort  for  tbe  promotion  of  tbat  righteous- 
ness which  exalteth  a  people,  If  llie 
sacred  sanctions  of  the  Sabbath  were  to 
be  surrendered,  Sabbath  ob«erfuiee«  would 
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be  increMingty  diire([arded,   and  at  no  the  sacred  da;  will  be  nnivettaJly  tano 

distant  date  tlieinipetuoui  lide  of  btuinuB  tiSed.  co  the  glorir  of  tbe  OiveT  and  iha 

and  pleasnra  woald  deilroj  all  regard  for  benefit  of  man.    And  with  all  our  effori!>, 

the  anthorit;  of  the  Word  oF  Gotf.    What  let  ua  unite  eameat  and  beliering  i appli. 

hope    then  woald    there    be    of   familj  cation  for  the  univerial  diffusion  of  the 

traininn,  social  progress,  or  national  se-  Word  of  God,  wbich   aioiie  teaches  the 

caritT?    All  past  experience  has  prored  waj  of  righleonsness,  and   for   Che  ont- 

the   beneficent  operation  of  the  diyinel;  pouring  of  that   Spirit  who    alone   can 

appointed  day  of  rest ;  and  with  the  in-  bring  the  thoughtless   to  reflection,  and 

creasing  commercial  activity  of  the  sge  incline  tbe  hearts  of  men  lo  walk  in  the 

in  which  we  live,  tbe  faithfnl  observance  waj  of  God's  statutes  and  delight  in  the 

of  the   daj  of  rest  is  all  the  more  im-  keeping  of  His  commandments."  ' 

perativelj  reqaired.      No    sin    is    more  JiajiuUon. — This    presbyter}'  met  on 

severely  denounced  in  the  Word  of  God  anth  NoTember — Bev.    Mr.    Dencanson, 

than  the  sin  of  Sabbath-breakinB;  sod  if,  moderator  pro  Ifm.    An  application  wrb 

instead  of  striving  to  keep  the  Sabbath  made   by  the  Kirkmuirbill  congregation 

holy  unto  tbe  Lord,  we  allow  it,  through  for  preachers  for  tbe  next  quaiter,  and 

onr  criminal  indifference,  to  be  prostituted  the  clerk  was  instructed  to  attend  to  this, 

to  the  pursuit  of  business  or  pleaiore,  we  Tlie  presbytsiy  resumed  consideraiion  of 

need  not  look  for  immunity  from  diviae  the  subject  of  CTangelistic  services  in  each 

judgments.    Just  as  Tyre  and  Sidon  are  congregation,  recomnieaded  by  the  Bynod 

now  no  more,  wboee  eminences  were  once  at  last  meeting,  anil  after  deliberation  tbe 

adorned  wiih  the  palaces  of  their  merchant  presbytery  commended   the  same  to  the 

.._  ...1 — .!._, 1_  _ J  .-_   —  -"—-iou  of  the  members  of  court,  leaving 

.0  make  such  arrangements  for  carry- 
t  widespread  deso-  ing  out  the  object  as  be  maj  consider  best. 
lation  and  tbe  ruins  of  departed  greatness,  Raid  a  letter  from  the  Synod's  Home 
so  may  we  expect  a  more  terrible  retribu-  Sreretary,  transmitting  extract  minutes 
tion  to  be  measured  out  to  us,  for  'to  of  Home  Committee  in  reference  to  Ibis 
whomsoever  much  is  given,  of  them  also  presbytery's  overture  on  Stipend  Augmen- 
much  shall  be  reqaired.  And  even  though  t&tion.  The  extract  was  read,  and  the 
divine  judgments  may  be  delayed,  tltat  clerk  was  instructed  to  keep  it  in  retenlit. 
moral  degeneracy  is  most  earnestly  to  be  Another  letter  from  the  Koma  Secretary 
deprecat«3  wbien  would  certainly  flow  was  read,  containing  suggestions  for  tbe 
from  tbe  growing  disregard  of  the  sacred  expansion  of  tbe  Aagmentation  Scheme 
obligation  of  the  Lord's  day.  This  evil  adopted  by  tbe  Board  of  Missions,  to  be 
of  annecessary  Sabbath  trading,  so  deeply  snbmitted  to  tbe  Synod  io  Hay  next  for 
to  be  deplored,  is,  in  the  aggregate,  yearly  approval  and  couQrmation,  in  order  that 
on  tbe  increase,  and  in  forms  of  unblush-  the  prosbytery  might  be  aware  of  this  pro- 
log openness  of  manner,  which  do  violence  Qedare,  and  might  take  such  action  in 
to  the  religions  feelings  of  the  Christian  reference  to  tbe  same  as  tbe  members  may 
community.  While  it  is  hardly  possible  deem  expedient.  Tbe  itev.  Mr.  Bruce 
thttt  an;  members  of  our  churches  can  be  was  appuinled  moderator  for  the  next 
foand  thus  flagrantly  violating  the  Sab-  six  months.  Next  meeting  is  to  be  held 
bath  law,  yet  should  there  be  any  such,  it  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  January. 
is  to  be  hoped  that  tbe  members  of  our  Kirkcaldy.  ^Tbia  presbytery  met  at 
congregations  will  be  faithful  in  remon-  Kirkcaldy  on  the  Sd  December — Rev, 
Btrating  with  those  who  thus  act  incon-  James  Jenkins,  moderator.  Mr.  Jenkins 
sistently  with  their  Christian  profession,  having  completed  his  term  of  office,  the 
and  that  office-bearers  will  be  alike  faith-  Bev.  William  Guthrie  was  appointed  mo- 
ral in  dealing  with  those  who  either  buy  deralor  for  the  next  twelve  months.  In 
or  sell  unnecessarily  on  the  Lord's  day.  accordance  with  previous  notice,  Mr. 
As  a  practical  step  towards  remedying  Johnstone  submitted  a  motion  in  (avonr 
this  evil,  elders,  other  office-bearers,  and  of  the  Bagllsh  Union,  which  was  adopted 
ntissionariea  are  earnestly  requested  to  by  a  majority  of  the  presbytery.  A  re- 
de^ persnaiively  with  those  who  keep  quest  was  presented  from  the  congregation 
open  shops  in  their  several  districts  to  of  Bnckhaven  for' a  re-hearing  of  Mr. 
g^ve  np  This  sin  of  nnnecessaiy  trading  on  John  G.  Train,  probationer,  which  the 
tbe  Lord's  day.  We  call  upon  parents  clerk  was  instructed  to  forward  to  the 
to  impress  on  the  minds  of  their  children  Committee  of  Distribution,  with  tbe  pres- 
tfae  sacred  obligation  of  the  Sabbath,  bytery's  recommendation.  The  Synod's 
Mid  to  guard  them  from  bajing  anything  remit  on  the  subject  of  a  Representative 
on  tbe  Lord's  day,  and  in  every  way  General  Assembly  was  taken  np,  when  a 
they  can,  both  by  precept  and  example,  motion  in  favour  of  the  proposed  change 
ende«vuar  to  bring  about  the  time  when  was  submitted,  and  unanimously  agreed  to. 
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The  remit  on  the  inles  anenl  the  admiiBion 
of  minUtere  and  probationers  from  other 
Cbarchea  wsa  coniideTed,  and  tha  rnlei 
gone  oTer  lerialim,  and  ngrted  to.  Took 
up  alio  the  report  remitted  regarding  tha 
Synod  clerkship.  Agreed  to  approve  of  the 
committee's  recommendalioDS,  ezcRpt  tha 
third,  KB  there  seems  no  necessity  for  anj 
n  the  number  of  iha  Uammiii 


Bills 


i  Ove 


ures,  a 


1  the 


nnderstaniiing  (bnC  the  minor  causes, 
ferred  to  in  the  sixth,  arc  such  as  do  not 
require  the  presence  of  panies.  li  «as 
agreed  further  to  repurt  that  the  presbj- 
lery  are  in  faTonr  ol'  the  snggestion  that 
the  Svncd  should  hold  its  first  mealing 
Etnnnaily  atone  o'clock  instead  of  six.  A 
communicaCion  on  the  iubject  of  Stipend 
Augmentation  was  laid  on  the  ttble,  the 
consideration  of  which  was  delayed  till 
next  meeting  of  presbytery. 

ianoj-i.~ThiB  preabjteiy  met  on  7th 
October,  and  was  constitaten  by  the  Ber. 
J.  Henderson  Scott,  moderator  pro  tem. 
Kead  cettiHcacea  from  Professors  Harper 
and  M'MIchsel,  bearing  that  Messn.  John 
T.  Burton,  Uuiiean  SiUars,  Archibald 
Smith,  and  John  Y.  Dempster  had  at- 
tended the  classes  of  Sjttematic  and  Pas- 
toral Theology  and  of  History  ofDoctrtnes, 
for  eession  1873,  Transferred  Mr.  Sillars, 
at  his  request,  to  the  charge  of  the  Presby- 
tery of  Paisley  and  Greenock.  Messrs. 
Barlon  and  Smith  gave  an  account  ol  the 
lectnres  which  they  had  heard  at  the 
Divinity  Hall,  Mr.  Dempster  was  absent 
through  iodispoiiiion.  Prescribed  exer- 
cises to  al)  the  students.  Bead  communi- 
cation from  the  Home  Mission  Secretary, 
intimating  the  new  arrangements  for 
sEipaod  and  supplemental  grants  with  the 
aid-receiving  congregations  in  the  presby- 
ter/ agreed  upon  by  the  Committee  un 
Stipend  Augmentation  for  the  three  years 
ending  3Isc  March  1876.  Read  extract 
minutes  of  three  difTerent  dates  of  the 
Home  Board  ot  Missions,  intimating  that, 
as  the  result  of  the  visit  of  a,  deputation  to 
Forth,  a  grant  of  £100  from  the  Church 
Extension  Fund  had  been  made  in  aid  of 
(he  erection  of  a  saitahle  liuilding  for  the 
purposes  of  llie  mission,  and  chat  a  loan  of 
iGlSD,  without  interest,  from  the  Permanent 
Loan  Fund  had  likewise  been  agreed  to. 
Agreed  to  associate  with  the  local  com- 
mittee of  the  Forth  Mission  Messrs.  Wat- 
son (Lanark)  and  Martin  (Carluke),  and 
tha  dark  of  presbytery.  Ihe  moderator 
intimated  that  religious  services,  under  the 
anspices  and  at  the  expense  of  the  part- 
ners of  the  Cobbinahaw  Oil  Works,  had 
been  carried  on  in  a  neat  wooden  church 
for  about  two  yean  at  Cobbinshaw,  and 
that  it  was  desired  to  form  a  mission 
Station  there  under  the  charge  of  this 


presbytery.  Beceived  the  statement  with 
estistaction,  and  appointed  a  committee  to 
meet  with  parlies  on  the  spot,  and  to  take 
all  necessary  aleps  to  erect  in  due  time 
the  mission  into  a  preaching  station — a 
report  to  be  given  in  at  next  meeting. 
Referred  ■  circular  from  Home  Misaioa 
Secretary,  in  reference  to  evangelistic  ser- 
vicea  in  each  congregation  of  the  presby- 
tery, to  the  consideration  of  the  presbyter,v's 
Evangelistic  Committee.  Appointed  the 
different  committees  as  follows: — Missions, 
Messrs.  Weir,  Henderson  Scott,  and  Hous- 
ton, with  their  respective  presbytery  eldera 
— Mr.  Houston,  convener ;  Evangelisation, 
Messrs.  Blair,  Connor,  and  Fraser,  mini- 
sters, with  Messrs.  Jonathan  Hyalop  and 
Thomas  Watson,  elders— Mr.  Connor,  con- 
vener ;  Stipend  Angmentation,  Messrs. 
H'Lean,  Henderson  Scott,  and  Miles,  mini- 
sters,  with  Messrs.  Thomas  Watson,  James 
Martin,  and  William  Graham,  eldera~ 
Mr.  M'Lean,  convener.  Ordered  a  collec- 
tion to  be  made  in  all  the  churebes  of  the 
presbytery,  in  aid  of  the  Stipend  Augmen- 
tation Fund,  on  tbs  first  Sabbath  of  De- 
cembeK.  Next  meeting  to  be  held  on  the 
Tuesday  after  the  first  Sabbath  of  I>e- 
cember. 

Lanaiihire, — This  presbytery  met  at 
Liverpool  on  lOlh  November- — the  Bev. 
H.  T.  Howat,  moderator.  A  letter  wag 
read  from  Mr.  Hunter,  preacher,  declining 
the  call  addressed  to  him  by  Princes  Koad 
Church,  and  it  was  accordingly  set  aside. 
Mr.  Alex.  D.  Gray,  A.M.,  siudeut  of  the 
fifth  year,  was  transferred  from  the  Kil- 
marnock presbytery  to  ibis  presbytery, 
and  also  presented  his  certificates  of  at- 
tendance at  the  Hsli.  Mr.  Gilbert  X<ang, 
student  of  the  fifth  vear,  presented  his 
certiScales  of  attendance  at  the  Hall. 
Subjects  for  licence  were  appointed  to 
both  of  these  students.  An  extract  minute 
of  the  Presbytery  of  Kdinburgh  was  road, 
granting  transference  of  Thomas  Walker, 
A.M.,  student  of  the  fourth  year,  to  this 
presbytery.  Mr.  Walke;  was  put  under 
the  care  of  the  presbytery's  committee  for 
inter-sessional  cxumiaBiiDns.  Dr.  M'Leod 
snbmitled  the  following  motion  on  toait- 
drinking  at  ordination  and  induction  din- 
ners, which  was  agreed  to  ananimonsly  : — 
'  Having  regard  to  the  sacred  character 
and  purpose  of  the  lerrices  at  the  settle- 
ment of  a  minister,  this  presbytery  is  of 
opinion  that  drinking  toasts  at  dinners  on 
anch  occasions  is  an  unnecessary  and  in- 
convenient custom,  OBl  of  harmony  with 
*e  previous  services,  and  with  the  spirit- 
ual and  Gociai  purposes  the  new  minister' 
has  been  set  apart  to  promote.  Having 
regard  to  the  present  widespread  and  stiU 
spreading  evil  of  intemperance  in  the 
country,  and  to  the  fact  that  "  toast  drink- 
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iU  clerk 
end  copies  of 


tuid    fostered,    this    presbyi 
resoliea   to  discourage  tbe  practice, 

respect follj  and  earnaitly  ~" 

(he  congregatioOB  under  iti 
from  il  in  future  ; 
to  print  tbis  leaolution,  an 
it,  ta  opportunities  arise,  lo  loe  leisions 
and   congregalioQS  aboat    to    receive    a 
minister.'    Il  wag  reported  that,  agreeablj 
to  the   leBolutions  of  last   meeting,   tbe 
committee  on   Mr.    Tower's    lestimonial 
were  prepared  to  snitgett  tbai  Mr.  Toirer* 
be  entertained  at  tea  in  tbe  ball  of  Claugb- 
ton  Church  on  the  evening  of  Bib  Decem- 
ber; that  he  be  presented  with  a  portrait  of 
himself,  accompiLnied  bji  an  atldresB  from 
tbe  preabytcrj ;  and  that  Mr.  Grabam  be 
instructed  to  prepare  said  address.     The     laid 
presbyterj  adopted  said  recommendation, 


necessary  steps  for  said  enterli 
their  brother  at  tbe  time  agreed  on.  ] 
meeting  at  Claugblon,  Birkenhead,  on 
Monday,  the  Btb  of  December,  at  two 
o'clock  P.M. — This  presbvlery  again  met 
at  Claughton,  Birkenhead',  on  8th  Decem- 
ber. After  the  usual  business  of  the 
preabjtery  had  been  transacted,  which  was 
of  B  routine  character,  the  presbytery  met 
again  in  tbe  evening  in  the  Eume  place 
sccordicg  to  arrangement  —  Dr.  M'Ker- 
row,  father  of  the  presbytery,  in  the  chair. 
After  tea,  the  chairman  stated  that  tbe 
object  of  the  meeting  was  to  congratnlate 
their  brother,  the  Rev.  James  Toners  of 
Birkenhead,  on  the  completion  of  his 
fortieth  year- of  the  ministry,  and  to  prs- 
■ent  him  nilb  an  address  from  tbe  pres- 
bytery, and  other  tokens  of  ibe  esleem 
and  affection  in  which  he  is  held  by  his 
brethren.  The  address  was  enclosed  io 
an  album,  and  signed  by  the  members 
and,  together  wi  ' 


was  your  lot  to  labour  for  thirteen  yeara 

ill  a  retired  but  important  place  in  the 
land,  dear  lo  most  of  na.    This,  the  begin- 

scenes.  And  for  twenly.seTen  years  yon 
have  been  the  lirst  ininister  of  your  pre- 
sent con>!regation  in  this  large  English 
town.  In  both  spheres  you  have  brought 
CO  yooT  work  (he  powers  of  an  active  and 
vigorous  mind,  and  tbe  graces  of  s  cou- 
spicuoQS  loal  and  a  gptrilual  character, 
manifested  in  untiring  and  disinterested 
toil  as  a  preacher  and  paator,  and  pro- 
ducing much  fruiL  These  have  always 
maintained  for  you  a  marked  and  growing 
place  and  power  in  the  highest  of  services. 
Moreover,  you  have  been  eicellad  in  pub- 
lie  spirit  by  none  in  yoor  presbytery. 
Every  discharge  of  (he  dalies  so  frequently 
,.7j  -_  ^^  has  been  tlistinguished  by 
isdom,  and  earnestness,  and 


ke  all     followed  by  tbe 

lent  of  your  brethren,  and  tbe  affectionate  grati- 
Next  tode  of  oar  coogregations.  Il  will  not, 
we  trust,  be  intrusive  and  unflttin^  for  us 
(0  add,  that  while  we  honour  yon  for  your 
works,  we  have  sympathized  with  and 
revered  yon  amidst  (be  many  and  sore 
bereavements  which,  (brongh  the  Rrace  of 
Ood,  you  were  enabled  to  bear  with  most 
touching  courage  and  Tesignalion.  Cer- 
tainly this  occasion  calls  up  these  dear  ones 
of  your  home,  laiuented  and  longed  for, 
who  would  have  shared  your  joy  and  onrs, 
and  made  it  all  ibe  fuller  and  sweeter. 
We  truly  desire  that  this  meeling  and 
sight  of  yonr  brethren  on  your  onward 
way  may  cause  you,  with  one  of  old,  10 
thank  God  and  take  courage.  Mean- 
while, "  not  knowing  the  lUiTigs  that  shall 
bcfsll  yon,"~which  are  all  known  and 
well  cared  for  by  Him  who  has  led  yon 
all  tbe  way  these  forty  years,— oar  prayer 
of  for  yon  is,  that  after  having  many  days  of 
of     increasing  fruitful  work,  you  may  "  finish 


presbytery.     The  addre; 


n  tbe  fol- 


[  SiB,— We,  . 
brethren  now  and  formerly  of  the  Lan- 
cashire Presbytery  of  the  United  Ptesby- 
terian  Chnrch,  desire  to  mark  Ibe  close 
of  your  forty  years  in  (he  ministry  of 
Christ, — a  period  given  to  few, — and  whilst 
most  interesting  to  us,  full  of  interest 
deeply  pathetic  and  grateful  to  yourself. 
The  Ion);  backward  look  will  present  to 
yonr   eye  many  changes  in   yourself,  in 

S>Dr  home,  and  in  your  congregation. 
at  one  thing,  and  that  the  best,  has  not 
changed, — tbe  presence  and  love  of  your 
blessed  Savioor  and  Master ;  and  one 
thing  has  been  increasing  daily,  the 
reapect  and  regard  of  your  brethren.     It 
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ify  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God;" 
ana  at  that  honr  may  you  hear,  from  in- 
fallible tips,  and  in  infinite  merey,  the 
word  which  crowns  the  labour  of  (his  life, 
and  opens  the  rest  of  tbe  life  everlasting  : 
"  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant, 
enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  ihy  Lord."' 
A  suitable  reply  whs  made  by  Mr.  Towers, 
and  thereafter  tbe  meeting  was  addres.'^ed 
by  Messrs.  Graham,  Mnir,  Morison,  Dr. 
Scott  of  Glasgow,  Mr.  Stitt,  etc. 

Jifelrone.- — This  presbyterv,  pro  re  K*ito, 
met  on  Tuesday,  November  <— Mr.  Blair, 
moderator.  Mr,  Mnir  reported  that  the 
moderation  in  East  Bank  Church,  Hawick, 
had  resnl(ed  in  a  call  (o  Mr.  James  Orr, 
A.M.,  B.D,,  probationer.    The  call,  «nb- 
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scribed  bj  264  memben  and  sa  ftdhereDli, 

was  9U9taiaeil,  and  labjecu  for  trials  pre- 
gcribed  to  Mr.  Orr  in  the  event  af  big 
acceptance. — The  preebjtery  met  again  on 
theSdorDt^cember — Mr.  Blair,  mod erator. 
Mr.  John  Brown,  siodent  of  the  first  ;ear, 
trangfErred  from tbeEdinbarRh  Presbytery, 
WM  examined  in  u-citinK  in  Greek,  Theo- 
logy, and  Latin,  the  examiners  to  report  at 
tbe  meeling  in  Februafy.  A'<  one  of  tbe 
clauses  in  the  finding  of  presbytery  in 
June  last  to  secnre  a  better  attendance  at 
their  meelinga  was  regarded  as  ofTeniiive 
by  some  of  the  brethren,  it  was  rescinded, 
Tiz.  >That  a  lii^t  of  the  atteadaoces  of  their 
represeniatives,  both  minister  and  elder, 
should  be  annually  sent  down  to  sessions, 
to  be  engrossed  in  thek  minnlOB.'  Reports 
were  received  as  to  the  Synod  fnnd  col- 
lection. Mr,  Fintayson  was  appointed 
treasurer  for  tbe  prcabylery,  in  room  of 
Mr.  Mail',  late  of  Blow.  The  anbjeccs  of 
Stipend    Augmentation    aed   Evangelistic 


insider 


A.lelt 


Orrwu  read,  staling  his  cordial  accepCanee 
of  cbe  call  to  Unwick.  Next  meeting  was 
appointed  to  take  place  on  the  first  Taea- 
day  of  January. 

Pfuiley  and  ffreeniKi.— This  presbytery 
met  at  Greenock  on  Tuesday,  2d  December. 
A  call  to  Mr.  Walter  Unncan  from  Bridg- 
end, Dumbarton,  was  sustained.  Rev. 
George  Brooks,  who  had  been  forty  years 
minister  in  Johnstone,  East,  having  de- 
mitted  bis  charije  in  consequence  of  failing 
health,  his  resignation  was  accepted.  Tbe 
congregation  give  a  retiring  annuity  of 
£75,  and  he  receiTes  £S0  from  tbe  Aged 
Ministers'  Fund.  The  presbytery  recorded 
(be  high  estimate  they  cherijJi  of  his 
talents,  attainments,  and  character;  their 
fidelity  and  ability  with  which 


3d  December —  the  Be».  W.  Galletly, 
moderator.     A  circular  from  the  Home 

Board  regarding  the  AugmentatiOTiScheme 
was  read.  The  presbytery  agreed  to  give 
full  consideration  to  the  Bu)\ject  at  next 
meetina.  The  clerk  reported  that  he  bad 
granted  a  letter  of  transference  to  Glasgow 
Presbytery  to  Mr.  Peter  Wilson,  student. 
Agreed  to  thank  the  Theological  Com- 
mittee for  a  supply  of  books  for  examina- 
tion of  students.  Questions  were  asked  at 
all  the  brethren  present  as  to  whetber  their 
congregations  liad  made  the  Synod  Fund 
eolleclion.  Granted  additional  supply  to 
the  pulpit  of  Vie*field.  The  Kev.  W.  D. 
Moffat  of  Alva  was  unanimously  elected 
moderator  for  next  year.  A  portion  of 
the  sederant  was  set  apart  for  Epecial 
devotional  exercises,  imploring  the  divine 
blessing  on  the  Synod's  scheme  of  evan- 
gelistic services.  Mr.  James  Palon,  Tilli. 
coaltry,  and  the  Rev.  John  Steedman 
condacted  the  devotions.  Next  meeting 
is  to  be  on  the  1st  of  Febmary  1ST4. 


A  uthterarder,  JVbriA.  —  Mr.  J.  W. 
Pnngle,  M.A,,  called  16th  December. 

Edinfmrgh,  Queen  Street.— Mr.  William 
G.  Forbes,  Paisley,  called  as  coUeagne  and 
successor  to  Kev.  Dr.  Davidson. 

Greenock,  Trinity.^Riv.  John  Young, 
Alloa,  called. 

JvhnMonf,    Magi,  —  Mr.    H.    Gemmell, 


he 
and  I 
praye 


r  of  c 


[ind  their  earni 


a  may  be  able  to  do 
service  stiU  in  the  cause  of  the  gospel.  A 
tnoderation  to  the  congregation  for  tbe 
15th  December  was  granted — membership, 
300;  stipend,  £1B0,  with  £18  foTe:ipenBes, 
and  a  manse.  A  moderation  was  granted 
to  Trinity  Cbnrch,  Greenock  —  nrember- 
ship,  eOO  ;  sLtpend,  £100,  with  £25  ex- 
penses. It  was  agreed  to  recommend  that 
evangelistic  services  be  held  in  ibe  congre- 
gations for  a  period  of  eight  days.    Also, 


)   the   Hot 


:  Comi 


I  cbnrch  and  the  settlement  of  a 
minister  should  be  aimed  at.  The  ordina- 
tion of  Mr.  John  Campbell,  St.  Andrew 
Square,  Greenock,  was  fixed  for  the  33d. 
'Mr.  David  Macrae,  Gourock,  was  ap- 
pointed moderator  for  the  next  six  months. 
Slirting.—ThU   presbyter;  met  on  the 


Fenwi 


called. 


Parkhead.— Tbe  Rev.  J.  Elder,  Paisley, 

yVesl  Ckurek,  Stranraer,  and  Bridgend, 
DumbaTten.~-iAt.  Waller  Duncan,  A.M., 
caUed. 


DalkeUh,  King$  Park  CAunrA.— Mr. 
Andrew  Hunter,  A.M.,  B.U.,  ordained 
IGth  December. 

Edinburgh.  —  Mr.  Robert  Davidson, 
ordained  missionary  to  Japan. 


FcKERAL  sermons  were  preached,  on  Sab- 
bath tbe  ESd  November,  in  the  United 
Presbyterian  Chnrch,  Bo'ness,  by  the  Rev. 
Hugh  Baird,  Cumbernauld,  and  the  Rev. 
William  Johnston,  D.D., 'Limekilns.  Mr. 
Batrd's  textwas  Geo.  V.  24:  'And  Enoch 
walked  with  God,  and  was  not,  for  God 
took  him.'  At  the  close  of  the  discoorse, 
he  said  ;  On  the  13th  day  of  January 
1835  the  Rev.  David  Connel,  from  Perth, 
was  ordained  to  the  ofilce  of  the  holv 
ministry  and  the  pastoral  inspection  of  thia 
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congreRtitiaii,  and  died  on  the  17th  Novem- 
ber 1873.  Thus  (br  nearly  thirty-nine  years 
he  went  in  and  out  among  you,  discharging 
quietly,  faithfully,  and  solemnly  all  the 
duties  o(  (he  pastoral  office.  Erer  since  I 
koen' him  he  was  distingniahed  for  a  nob- 
trnsiie  yet  decided  personal  religion.  He 
was  trnly  a  man  of  Qod,  and,  like  Enoch, 
walked  with  God.  His  piety  was  the  germ 
of  all  his  efforts  to  do  good  to  others,  and 
he  had  a  qaiet  way,  peculiarly  his  Own,  of 
comniendinB  religion  to  eiery  man's  con- 
science in  the  sight  of  God.  WheoBTer 
he  spoke,  his  ntterances  came  from  a  wetl- 
bslanced  mind,  regulated  by  the  grace  of 
Qod  and  the  Word  of  God.  Hence  be  was 
always  aansible  and  jndicion*.  He  was  a 
ripe  scholnr,  and  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  sacred  langangea  and  the  doctrines 
of  theology.  His  scholarship  was  manifest 
when  a  student,  and  he  kept  it  up  during 
the  whole  course  of  his  ministerial  life. 
It  did  not  sparkle  and  make  a  display  like 
the  scholarship  of  some,  but  it  was  always 
in  reserre,  to  guide  him  in  forming  and  en. 
pressing  his  views  of  divine  truth.  He 
was  a  diligent  pastor.  Most  carefully  did 
he  prepare  for  the  pnlpit,  and  serve  the 
Masterwith  the  best.  Hepreached  Christ 
cruciGed,  the  foundation  of  the  gospel,  the 
gronnd  of  oil  peace,  the  beginning  of 
spiritual  life,  and  the  best  preparation  for 
beaven.  lie  was  always  careful  in  the  re- 
ligions instraction  of  the  youTig  in  classes 
and  the  Sabbath  school,  and  he  was  must 
sncceasfal  in  comforting  the  socroning  and 
bereaved.     Every   minister  assisting  him 

again  to  speak  a  word  in  season  to  the 
Iambs  of  the  flock.  In  his  o>vn  house,  asa 
husband  and  a  father,  he  was  quite  a  model 
of  kindness  and  sober-mindedness,  and 
elwaya  paid  great  attention  to  the  instruc- 
tion and  godly  nphringiuR  of  his  children. 
He  being  dead  yet  spealteth  to  them,  and 
will  continue  to  speak  as  long  aa  they  live. 
May  his  earnest  and  persevering  prayers 
be  largely  ansvered  (o  the  sorrowing 
widow  and  fatherless  children.  As  a 
member  of  presbytery  and  Synod,  he  nas 
most  regular  and  conscicntions  in  his 
attendance.  He  had  vowed  to  do  so  at  his 
ordination,  and  he  kept  his  vow  to  the  very 
letter.  He  never  spoke  unless  he  had 
something  important  to  say,  and  what  he 
did  say  was  well  weighed  and  judicious. 
Id  private  life  he  lived  for  others,  and  in 
public  life  his  leading  characteristic  was 
jndiciODsncss.  The  last  lime  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  with  Mr.  Connel,  and 
of  hearing  him  speak,  was  at  a  recent  ordi- 
nation. He  then  uttered  these  memorable 
wordB,  almost  prophetic  :  '  I  rejoice  in  the 
settlement  of  this  yonng  minister.  I  re- 
member wbea   my  name  «tood   M  the 


bottom  of  the  presbytery  roll,  hut  now  it 
stands  at  the  top,  as  the  lather  of  the  pres- 
bytery. My  work  is  nearly  done,  and  the 
time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand;  bnt  the 
great  Shepherd  lives, and  will  raise upyoung 
men  qualified  for  the  work.' '  '  Instead  of 
thy  fathers  shall  be  ihy  children.'  Most 
solemn  and  impressive  is  the  end  of  your 
pastor's  life.  Last  Sabbath  he  came  to 
this  sanctuary,  as  he  had  done  hundreds 
of  times,  full  of  the  blessing  of  the  gospel 
of  Christ.  When  in  the  vestry,  ready  for 
the  pulpit,  the  hand  of  God  touched  him, 
and  the  Master  said  :  '  It  is  enough  ;  your 
loxt  sermon  shall  be  a  silent  sermon.' 
'  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant, 
enter  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord."  '  Mark 
the  perfect  man,  and  heboid  the  upright  : 
for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace.'  '  He 
walked  with  God  :  and  was  not ;  for  God 
took  him.'  'Remember  them  who  have 
the  rule  over  yon,  who  have  spoken  nnlo 
you  the  word  of  God  :  whose  faith  fallow, 
considering  the  end  of  their  conversation,' 
'  Finally,  brethren,  farewell.  Be  perfect, 
be  of  good  comfort,  he  of  one  mind,  live  in 
peace;  and  the  God  of  love  and  peace  shall 
be  with  yon.'    Amen. 

The  Rev.  Br.  Johnston,  Limekilns, 
preached  in  the  afternoon  from  I  Sam. 
Kx.  S:  'There  is  bnt  a  Step  between  me 
and  death.'  At  the  close  of  his  discourse 
he  said  :  Some,  perhaps,  may  feel  dis- 
appointed if  1  close  this  discourse  without 
making  some  more  direct  reference  to  the 
toss  whii:b  you  have  sustained  hv  the  death 
of  your  pastor.  Mr.  Connel  secured,  in  no 
ordinary  degree,  the  respect  and  affection 
of  all  who  knew  him.  I  have  never  known 
any  man  who  made  fewer  enemies,  or  more 
fully  gained  the  love  and  esteem  of  hia 
friends.  His  brethren  in  the  ministry  ad- 
mired him  for  his  accurate  scholarship,  hia 
sagacity  in  counsel,  and  bis  nnobtruBive 
modesty.  As  a  minister,  he  never  served 
yon  with  work  that  cost  him  nought,  but, 
as  yon  are  all  aware,  set  before  you,  in  dis- 
cnurses  carefully  prepared,  the  essenliat 
doctrines  of  Christian iij,^ — snch  as  the 
<iivinity  and  atonement  of  our  Lord  Jeena 
Christ,  jusliliration  by  faith,  and  sanctifl- 
cation  by  the  influencrs  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Not  was  he  less  careful  to  enforce  the  im- 
portance of  a  holy  life,  ever  shoving  that 
the  gospel  which  has  appeared  onto  ns 
tesches  all  who  rectire  it  to  deny  ungodli- 
ness and  worldly  lusta,  and  to  live  soberly, 
righteously,  and  godly  in  the  present 
world.  The  young  engaged  much  of  his 
attention,  and  many,  it  is  to  bo  hoped, 
have  derived  great  benefit  from  the  clashes 
which  he  taught  or  superintended.  As  a 
pastor,  he  ever  visited  from  house  to  house; 
end  whenever  affliction  had  entered,  he 
wu  always  to  be  fonad  Imparting  the  batiu 
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of  coniolatian.  As  the  head  of  a  frnnilj, 
he  discbarged  vitli  ihe  almost  assiiluicj 
nil  the  duties  arUiug  oat  of  the  rariouB 
TelatioDB  which  hesugtained  as  a  hasband, 
father,  and  masier.  It  is  not,  then,  won- 
derful that  hiN  loss  should  he  deeply  felt, 
or  ihat  thoughtful  and  deioal  men  should 
make  great  laiaentatious  over  him.  But 
whjia  we  mourn  his  death,  we  do  not  sor- 
row as  those  who  have  no  hope,  being  fnllj 
peraaaded  that  death  has  been  to  him  gain. 
MaD;,  it  ia  to  be  hoped,  iu  this  congrega- 


tion hare  derived  great  benefit  from  his 
niiniBtrationi.    It  is  not  necessarj  to  ni^e 

{ou  to  remember  bim  ;  jou  cannot  forget 
im.  Make  his  example  jour  model,  fol- 
lowing him  who  had  the  rule  over  j^on, 
and  wbo,  through  faiih  and  patience,  is 
now  inheriting  the  promises. 

It  is  unuGCeesarj  to  add,  that  during 
these  serrices  there  was  the  mo«t  trembling 
altentioa  from  the  crowd  of  listeners,  and 
manj  of  them  were  moved  to  tears. 


goticts  rf  gtlii  3|»Mrations. 


Thb  PaiirciFLits  or  thb  WBaruiNBTEB 

^ANDABDS      PBBBKCUIINO.         By     WlL- 

LUU  MAaSBkLU,  D.D.,  Coupar-AnguB. 
EdlDbuFKll:  WLUISin  Oliptiiiit  A  Co.     1S;S. 

It  has  been  known  for  tome  time  to  many 
of  his  friends  that  Dr.  Marshall  was 
making  a  special  study  of  the  snbji'ct 
which  has  now  been  faily  discussed  hj  tiim 
in  tbia  compact  and  masterly  treatise. 
The  Bubjecl,  indeed,  was  bj  no  means  new 
to  him.  From  the  old  Voluntary  days,  if 
not  before,  he  had  addicted  himself  to  a 
very  thorough  canvassing  of  the  relations 
of  the  civil  magistrate  to  religion  and  the 
Church;  and,  much  as  this  question  has 
been  debated  among  Scottish  ecclesiastics, 
few  men  have  been  at  the  pains  to  go 
round  and  round  and  through  and  through 

has  been  done  bj  Dr.  Marshall.  In  the 
recent  Union  negotiations,  it  is  well 
known  that  he  had  occasion,  and  took 
advantage  of  tho  occaeittti,  to  bring  his 
ample  knowledge  and  his  very  distinct 
convictions  on  this  question  to  the  test  of 
discussion  with  other  minds  scarcely  less 
acute  and  logical  than  bis  own.  It  was, 
we  believe,  the  position  taken  np  by  cer- 
tain brethren  in  the  Free  Church,  and  ad- 
bered  lo  bv  them  to  the  bitter  end  of 
deft^ating  the  projected  union,  that  deter- 
mined Dr.  Marshall,  once  for  dll,  to  eift  to 
the  bottom  the  teaching  of  the  Standards  in 
their  bearing  on  the  principles  of  religions 
freedom;  and  certainlj  the  result  is  one 
which — whatever  others  may  think — is 
little  likely  to  excite  the  gratitude  of  tbosi 


any  unprejudiced  inquirer,  either  ihrough 
lack  of  adequate  iulurmaiion,  or  because 
mjstilied  by  the  too  ingenious  reasoninga 
of  able  and  eminent  partisans,  has  been  in 
doubt  as  to  whether' or  not  the  Westmin- 
ster Standards,  when  fairly  construed,  are 
open  to  the  charge  of  sanctioning  persecu- 
tion, sucb  a  doubter,  on  !       ' 


the    s 


will 


aik. 


too  much  to  flay,  that  this  volume  will  put 
an  end  to  the  conCroversj  with  which  it 
deals,  so  far  as  any  controversy  can  be 
ended  bj  overwhelming  documentary 
' '     ~     Bind  by  crushing  logical  demo 


There 


e,of  c 


which  both   evidence  and   argument 
thrown  away,  and  these  will   never  own 
that  Ihey  hare  been  convinced.     Bat  if 


surely  doubt  i 
thesis — that  the  Standards  are  persecuting 
— bai  not  only  been  eeiablisbecl,  but  set  in 
a  light  BO  full  and  clear  and  strong  that 
further  impugning  of  it  can  hardly  be  con- 
ceived of,  lie  has  not  only  driven  his  op- 
ponents from  ibe  field,  hut  has  made  snch 
a  show  of  (hem,  and  so  tossed  about  the 
broken  weapons  of  which  he  lias  despoiled 
tbem,  that  he  almost  turns  the  aympaihy 
of  onlookers  towarda  those  whose  punish- 
ment, however  deserved,  is  so  merciless 
and  so  thorough. 

The  scheme  of  this  treatise  is  remark- 
ably well  concetvf'd.  It  is  at  once  compre- 
hensive and  based  on  a  logical  principle 
which,  though  nowhere  formally  stated,  is 
felt  to  carry  with  it  a  cumulatiie  and 
ultimately  a  resistless  force.  The  ground 
IB  cleared  in  an  iniroduclory  chapter,  in 
which  what  eonslitutes  religious  persecn- 
tion  is  carefully  diBtinguished  and  defined. 
The  argument  then  proceeds  historically 
in  two  exhaustive  chapters,  bristling  with 
the  most  apposite  quotations,  and  conclu- 
sively showing,  what  one  almost  feels  there 
was  scarcely  need  to  show  at  such  length, 
that,  olilte  prior  to  and  during  the  era  of  the 
Westminster  Assembly,  the  principles  both 
of  the  Scottish  Reformers  and  of  (heir 
brethren  in  England  were  persecutipg  in 
[he  most  explicit  sense,  and  that  the  very 
idea  of  what  is  now  meant  hy  toleration  was 
scouted  by  every  party  and  hy  all  repre- 
sentative men.  The  evidence  adduced  in 
these  iwochaptarsisof  the  kind  with  which 
all  who  are  acquainted  with  onr  ecclesi- 
astical hisEoiy  are  more  or  leas  familiar; 
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anil  tbe  meiit  of  Dr.  Manhall  eonaislB  ia 
condensing  and  arranging  it  BO  as,  in 
brief  corapaSB,  to  fnniisli  every  reader  wilb 
the  means  of  knowing  nnmistakeably  Ibe 
festnreB  of  tbe  age  in  wbich  the  Wealmin- 
Bler  Standards  were  compiled— features 
which,  as  he  jastl;  argues,  tbe  Standards 
themselrea  muat  be  expected  to  reproduce. 
The  First  and  Second  Books  of  Diacipiiue, 
— venerated  80  m neb,  and  sojustlj  on  some 
accounts,  b;  our  Free  Church  brethren, 
though  one  would  like  lo  see  ibem  take 
distinct  exception  lo  their  rurk  intoler- 
ance,— together  with  tbe  National  Cove- 
nant and  the  Solemn  Lcagoa  and  Cove- 
nant, are  largely  quoted  by  our  author 
in  this  portion  of  big  work ;  and  the  per- 
secuting character  of  tbeee  documents  ii 
even  superabundantly  brought  out.  For 
example,  the  National  Covenant  declares 
that  'there  is  no  other  lure  o(  Kirk,  nor 
other  face  of  religion,  than  is  presently 
at  this  time,  by  tbe  fnvour  of  God,  estiib- 
lished  within  Ibis  realm  ;'  and  '  all  magis- 
trates, sheriHs,  etc.,  are  urdsiDed  to  Bearch, 
apprehend,  and  punisli  all  contraTeners' — 
that  is,  all  who,  however  conscientiously 
and  peaceably,  decline  to  accept  the 
eatablisbed  'articles'of  fiiith.  And  the 
Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  which  was 
ordained  to  be  'sworn  and  aubscribed  by 
all  his  msjesly's  Buhjccts,'  bound  those 
who  swore  it  to  '  endcavtjur  the  KctirpiUion 
ofPopery,  Prelacy, .  .  .  superstition,  heresy, 
ichism,  profaneness,  and  whatsoever  shall 
be  found  contrary  to  sound  doctrine  and 
the  power  of  godliness  ;'  and,  as  is  clearly 
sbowD,  the  extirpatkm  was  meant  to  apply, 
and  in  tbe  acting  oat  of  tbe  Covenant  did 
apply,  not  to  errors  only,  bnt  to  the  per- 
son* of  those  by  whom  the  errors  were 
entertained.  As  tbe  result  of  his  survey 
of  the  principles  which  were  prevalent 
prior  to  and  during  the  era  of  the  West- 
miDSter  divines.  Dr.  Marshall  saye,  as  he 
la  well  entitled  lo  say  ; 

'  PerBoonting  principles  were  tbe  "  vice  o( 
tbe  mge ;"  and  this  is  tbe  true  apology  for  tbe 
Westminster  divines,  and  lor  tbe  Scottish 
Itafarmers  geuerally.  Had  tbey  not  held 
these  principles,  tijey  woubl   have  been  so 

digy,  to  which  history  furaiebes  no  pamllal. 
Thtir  advunce  would  have  iwen  a  problem, 
of  which  there  conld  have  been  no  rational 

heartily  accord  it  to  them,  tUst  "  they  were 
better  than  their  principles."     They  did  not 

they  say  of  Iho  Prealiyt-riana  on  lliia  bead. 
To  say  that  they  did  nut  persecute,  ia  to  deny 
tbe  Btnbburn  facta  of  history.  They  per- 
secuted; but  the;  have  no  Su  Bartholomew 
to  answer  for.  Their  memory  has  no  such 
burden   of  infamy   lo    bear  as    that   which 


ranrderers  wbo  destroyed  Our  land  from  1660 
to  1688. 

■But  if  the  Westminsler  divices  held  per- 
■eoutiog  priuolples.  the  question  with  which 
I  am  decline  is  viriually  settlpd.  Tbey  treat 
in  the  SUndards  of  "  Christian  Liberty,  and 
Liberty  of  Conscience,"  aud  "  Ut  the  CiTil 
Magistraio."  They  must  have  put  their  own 
principles  into  these  chapters:  they  had 
nothing  else  to  put  into  them.  To  say  that 
their  own  priuciples  are  not  there,  is  to  raise 
another  iasolnlda  problem.  It  is.  In  fact,  to 
affirm  what  is  as  paradoxical  and  incredible 
as  if  one,  with  tlje  prior  history  of  the  Church 
of  Rome  before  him,  were  to  affirm  that  there 
ing  pereecuting  in  the  decrees  of  tbe 


Coun 


.  of  Tr* 


Having  shown  what  was  the  '  spirit  of 
the  age'  in  which  tbe  Westminsler  Stand- 
ards were  compiled,  and  therefore  n'hat 
we  might  expect  in  the  Standards  which 
tbe  age  produced,  Dr.  Marshall  proceeds, 
as  his  next  step,  to  deal  with  the  disputed 
portions  of  tbe  Westminster  Confession 
and  of  the  Larger  Cateclii-m.  He  takes 
up,  deleting  a  chapter  to  each,  the  twen- 
tieth and  twenty-thiril  chapters  of  the 
Confession,  and  the  answer  to  the  109th 
qnestion  of  tbe  Catechism.  It  is  impoB- 
sibie,  within  the  limits  of  such  a  notice  as 
the  present,  to  follow  him  in  tbe  thorough 
sifting  to  which  he  subjects  these  portions 
of  tbe  Standards,  or  in  tbe  masterly  re- 
futation with  which  he  meets  every  shred 
of  argument  by  which  apologists  have 
striven  to  defend  tb^m  from  the  charge  of 
involving  the  principles  of  intolerance  and 
persecution.  As  an  example  of  logical 
dtmolilion,  we  know  nothing  better  than 
bis  handling  of  Dr.  M'Crie-the  great 
authority  of  those  who  would  remove  from 
tbe  Standards  the  stigma  of  intolerance — 
on  the  doctrine  of  the  twentieth  chapter 
of  tbe  Confession,  which  treats  '  Of  Chris- 
tian Liberty,  and  Liberty  of  Conscience. ' 
Al^er  showing  that  tbe  chapter  in  question, 
though  it  declares  that '  Ood  alone  ia  Lord 
of  the  conscience,  and  bath  left  it  free 
from  the  doctrines  and  commandments  of 
men,'  fatally  '  unsays  in  the  same  breath ' 
what  it  has  seemed  to  Bay,  when  it  adds, 
'  mhkk  are  in  anylkiag  contrary  to  His 
teord,  or  besiiU  it  im  mattera  of  faith  and 
worship,' — an  addition  which  a  certain 
class  of  defenders  of  (he  Confession  are 
found  always,  and  it  must  he  held  wittingly, 
omitting— Dr.  Marshall  goes  on  to  take 
up  Dr.  M'Crie's  ingenious  sltempt  to  ex- 
plain away  the  latignsge  of  iiif fourth  sec- 
tion of  tills  chapter,  which,  spesking  of 
those  wbo,  'upon  pretence  of  Christian 
liberty,  shall  oppose  any  lawful  power  or 
tbe  lawful  exercise  of  it,'  winds  up  in  these 

' "  And  tor  their  pnbUshtng  of  such  opinions, 
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tue  Ugbt  oi 
la  of  Christi 


ail  penM  and  order  which  Christ  hath 
liahed  in  the  Churclii  thej  may  lawfully 
"■ '  --  acoonnt,  sud  proceeded  aga--  ' 


of  the 


i  bytl 


Br.  M'Crle  reaaons  on  thi«,  that  the 
lanfCuagD  used  does  not  apply  to  '  anj  good 
and  peaceable  aubject,'  so  that  he  ghall  be 
liable  to  punighment  '  simply  on  iha 
ground  of  religiouB  opinions  published 
and  piaciices  maititatned  by  him.'  He 
Axes  on  the  expreBsions, '  they  wbo  appo»e 
Innful  power,  or  the  lawful  exerciae  ol  it,* 
and  they  who  'retijil  the  oriiinanee  of 
God,'  and  holda  that  only  those  who,  00 
the  plea  of  religion,  are  lonnd  eKciting 
civil  Jiaiurbance  can  be  proceeded  against 
in  termaof  theConfraeion.  'It  ia  not,'  he 
Bays,  '  for  shta,  as  such,  but  foicrinKS,  that 
persons  become  liable  to  puniahment  by 
rnagiBtrales.'  Dr.  Marahall's  reply  must 
be  held  as  exploding  for  ever  thia  vaunted 
device,  by  which  so  many  have  eonlrived 
to  read  the  Confeaaion  backwarda,  and  to 
make  il  say  the  very  opposile  of  what  ils 
compilera,  from  all  we  tnoi 


tood 


He 


points  ont,  firat,  that  Dr.  M'Ctia  evadea 
the  question  by  merely  maintaining  that 
the  loagislrales,  according  to  the  Confes- 
sion, might  not  punish  men  on  grounds  of 
religion  simply;  whereas  itwaa  incumbent 
on  hltn  to  ^haw  that  they  might  not  puniab 
on  such  grounds  at  alL  Then  he  shows 
that  Dr.  M'Crie'a  exposition  or  the  Con- 
fession, if  it  haa  anj  meaning,  can  only 
hure  this  meaning, — that  the  magistrate 
'  may  punish  those  who  are  enemies  of  the 
peace  and  order  of  society,  net  as  bad 
Ch-ialia/ne,  Inttasbad  suhJRCls.'  And  then 
Dr.  MarshUl  proceeds  in  this  yein  ; 

'Excellent  doctrine!  What  unEpeskable 
sin  and  woo  would  have  been  prevenied  in 
our  country  and  in  our  world  had  thia 
doctrine  been  underetcod,  and  receivad,  and 
acted  on !  But  ia  this  really  the  doctrine  o[ 
the  Confession?  Is  this  the  "  prrciee  mean, 
log  the  frauiera  of  it  gave  to  the  words  which 
tboy  employed?"  If  it  ia,  I  must  acknow- 
ledge that  fonr  thiugs  very  much  surprise 


put  it  that  he  might  run  who  reads  it.  It 
wonld  have  been  very  aajy  lo  Bay,  that  the 
TTiagiatrale  may  not  punish  good  and  peace- 
able snbjecra  for  their  religious  opioionB  and 
jjractices ;  and  that  he  may  punish  bad  Bub- 
jecte,  whatever  pretences  of  litiarty  or  con- 
BcicncB  they  may  set  up. 

'  If  thia  IB  what  the  framere  of  the  Confca- 

Ibing  tbat,  instead  of  saying  it,  they  have  bu 
blundered  as  to  say  what  looks  bo  very  lik» 
the  npposite  of  it?  They  have  said  that  the 
magiatrala  may  puniab  man  for"publiahing" 
certain  "opinions," or  "rnaiu(aining"cert»iii 
"  practici'S.''      What    are     the     pitnibhable 

the  authority  belonging  to  civil  rulers,  or 
on  tbe  obedience  due  to  (hem  from  sub- 
jects I  not  on  questions  of  political  equity  or 
political  economy.  No;  the  chief  of  them 
are  "opinione"  "oooltarj  to  the  known 
prinoiplcB  of  ChriBtianily,  concerning  faith, 
worship,  and  converBation,"  And  the  punish- 
able "  prwitiCBs  "  are  of  the  saaie  kin  with 
the  "opinions."  They  are  "practices  con- 
trary," LOt  to  the  peace  and  good  order  of 
civil  society,  but  "to  tbe  power  of  godliness; 
and  destructive  tfi  the  eiternal  peace  and  order 
which  Christ  hath  eslablial.ed  in  the  Church." 
It  is  passing  atmnge,  surely,  that  when  the 
Westminaler  divinea  meant,  as  their  inter- 

jifCEs,  tfafy  ahould  havn  made  bad  Obristians 
sit  for  tbe  portrtlt!  Let  a  constable  be  fur- 
nished with  a  copy  of  this  portrait,  and  sent 
out  to  "search  and  apprehend"  delinquentu, 
and  bring  them  in  for  punishment ;  and  U  it 
is  not  bad  religionists  alone  that  he  looks 
after  and  returns  with,  he  may  tbank  the 
16  is  not  dismisseil  for  bis  stupidity. 


the  teeth  of  their  doctrine?  Paul  Best  was, 
as  far  as  is  known,  a  good  and  peaceable 
Bul'ieot.     For  aught  tbat  history  records  of 


e  Wea 


liamt 


The  Ii 


dependents  were  as  good  and  peaceable 
BubjecCa  as  the  Presbyterians,  and  as  good 
Cbristians  to   boot      It  waa  ■■puroly"   for 

BO  reBolule  and  zealous  that  they  should  be 
restrained  and  suppressed.  And,  surely,  it 
ia  passing  strange,  again,  that  the  doctrine  of 
..  .   I- .,        should  brand  their  own  deeds 


stigma  of 


rtibly   if    theii 


e  frami 


of  tl 


'If  thi 
feasion  meant,  is  it  not  a  marveUous  thin) 
that  they  have  not  said  it?  They  wen 
richly  endowed  with  the  gift  of  writing  a 
well  aa  with  that  of  thinhiiig.  How  did  th 
giftfs" 


,f  their  w 
would  h 


practices. 

'And  it  this  ia  what  the  tramors  of  iha 
Confession  meant.  Is  it  not  yet  another  mar- 
been  such  a  bone  of  conienii>m  and  such  a 
y  when  they  came  to      rock  of  division  in  the  Preobyterian  world  ? 
?     If  this  was  their      Verjr  irrational,  1  admit,  have  many  eccle- 
been  very  easy  su  to     siastical  strifes  and  disruptions  been.    Bat 
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in  the  moBl  iiritionel  ot  Ihem  all  Iibt 
Iha  atri/sa  that  have  raged  around  the 
iig  of  the  CoDfrasioB  on  lUis  head,  ana  loe 
wptistioDe  in  which  they  bave  isauad,  if  that 
touhing  is  what  tkis  iutr rpi  eWr  makes  it  to 
he.    Thoae  atrifoa,  howHvar,  were  not  quita 

Ko  ^ouDdless,  as  Bomo  would  make  them. 
They  iavolved  great  principles,  to  ibp  main- 
Ifnance  of  whioih  our  conntry  already  owea 

llauc^ 

Proceeding  next  to  tlie  famone  twenty- 
third  chapter  of  the  ConresEion,  Dr.  Mai- 
sbatl  again  tarns  the  flank  of  Dr.  M'Crie, 
bat  directs  bia  logical  battery  mniniy 
against  a  still  more  donghly  champion  of 
the  opinions  he  oppofies,— the  late  Princi- 
pal Can  ii  in  gham.  The  Principal's  apoIo(;y 
for  the  twenly-tbird  chapter  is  at  oni:e 
bald  and  forcible.  He  says  the  most  and 
the  best  for  it  thai  can  possibly  be  said. 
He  makes  much  of  the  fact  that  the  magis- 
Irate  'may  nut  assume  to  himself  the  ad- 
minislraiion  of  the  word  and  sacraments, 
anbepoA'er  of  the  keys  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven;'  conlends  that  the  anthorily 
assigned  him  in  religion  is  only  sacri 
as  belongs  equally  to  '  private  individuals,' 
to  that,  whatever  he  does  for  '  promoting 
Ibe  iorerests  of  leligioa  ami  the  purity  and 
prosperity  of  the  Chnrcb,'  he  doee'siinp/y 
Btjudge  of  hia  otcn  act,  for  iht  application 
tfhU  oion  influenct,  aiia  the  rfgulalion  of 
ii»  ovm  conduct ; '  and  holds  that  trben  he 
id  directed  to  'take  order  that  unity  and 
peace  be  preserred  in  the  Church,  that  iha 
imth  of  G>;d  be  kept  pure  and  entire,  that 
ill  blasphemies  and  heresies  besuppreseed, 
all  eorruptioiiE  and  abuses  in  worship  and 
discipline  prevented  ot  reformed,  and  alt 
the  ordinances  of  God  duly  settled,  admi- 
nistered, and  observed,'  nothing  more  is 
.   that    the  magistrate   should 


to  settle  Is  as  lar  from  settlsmi>nt  ai  ever. 
Tbo  question  is.  What  is  it  fur  tlir  nii-cisiraie 
to  "Uke  order?"  It  is,  says  llie  Principal, 
in  the  last  of  his  synonyms,  "to  labuur  to 
effect."  But  Hho  is  a  wliit  tho  wiser  for 
this?  The  old  auestion,  th..uiih  in  uew 
words,  still  meets  us  ia  the  face.  What  is  It 
tor  Lira  to  labour  to  effect  a  thing,  which,  he 
it  observed,  lie  "  hath  antfaority,  and  it  is  bU 
duty,"  U)  effect?  In  the  name  of  common 
i  aoythiuK  lesB  or  anything  .-Ise 


thes. 


nich    1 


;    then 


while    the 


'aim  '  and  'object '.are  not  specified.  The 
pound  thus  assumed  by  the  learned  Prin- 
cipal is  assailed  by  Dr.  Marshall  with 
gleeful  rigour,  and  wrested  from  him  inch 
by  inch.  We  have  only  room  for  two  ebon 
extracts.     He  writes: 


.._„...  „  I  and  the  Church 
be  effected.  According  to  Principal  Cun- 
ningham, OD  the  meanitig  of  "bis  taking 
order,"  "the  meaningot  tbo  whole  ttalement 
lially  depends;     and  it  "can  eaeily 


thing  to  be  effected,  and 

Fmtnt  by  all  due  paine  and 

.bey  him? 


enforce 

laball  h>i1d  that  it  dws  not 
anytliing  less,  or  anything  elsf,  till  somebody 
n[ipuar  with  a  better  answer  to  my  qnealion 
than  a  bit  of  synonyms  to'-takiug  order," 
themselvBs  needfuR  iiD  interpreter  as  mucb  as 
tho  phrase  which  thay  are  adduced  toeiplaio.' 
And  again — 

'Principal    Cunningham  Insists  that  tlie 

it  is,  that,  in  the  things  of  religion  and  the 
Church,  tlie  civil  msgietrate  •■i'tntillrd  and 
buund  to  judgt  and  dUrrmiiie,  not  Jor  otktra, 
hut  for  hinuelf,  and  not  for  the  itsulalion  of 
the  conduit  ofolhtra,  but  for  Iht  oppUaiiion  of 
his  otcn  itt^uencfj  and  the  rtffvtution  of  hit  otm 
conduct."  There  is,  therefore,  it  is  contended, 
DO  taint  of  Ernstianism  in  ilie  section,  and 
consequently  none  ot  persecuiion.  The  dis- 
tinction on  which  this  conteution  proceeds  is 
uiie  and  subtle;  but  it  has  no  pettinence  to 
the  Case  iu  hand,  and  no  valuv.  Nut  only 
so,  but  tha  eicgesis  founded  on  it  is  selr- 
eversive ;  it  involves  a  contradiction,  la 
DO  mntiers,  civil  or  religions,  doea  the  dvil 
magistrate,  "as  such,"  judge  and  delennins 

public  person,  the  bead  of  the  UAliou; 


hisjud 


t  the 


Ibr.  to  labottr  to  effect."  A  copious  aeleetlon 
olvery  good  synunyms;  bot  what  do  they 
prove?  Molbing!  Afier  being  illumined 
by  them,  the  poiut'whicb  they  aie  gathered 


magistrate  judged  and  detei 
pons  of  the  United  Kingdom  sbohM  I 
opened  to  the  food-producn  of  the  world,  did 
be  do  this  for  himself  only  ?  did  he  do  it  to 
regulate  hisownconductonly?  No;  he  did 
it  Tor  the  Uuited  Kingdom  also,  in  which  tbe 

trade  was  established.  Were  the  magistrate 
to  judge  and  delemiine  that  capital  punish- 
ment 18  wrong  or  ineipedlent,  would  be  do 
this  for  himself  oolvP  and  would  it  regulatehia 
own  conduct  only  ?  No ;  ho  would  do  it  for 
the  country  also,  and  for  the  ragnlatiOQ  of  its 
conduct;  capital  punishment  forthwith  ceas- 
ing in  it,  and  anotber  mode,  thought  better, 
ol  dealing  with  our  worst  criminals  auooeed- 
ing  to  it.  And  so  is  it  with  the  magistrate's 
judgments  and  determinations  in  regard  to 
religious  and  ecclesiastical  matters.  It  is 
necessarily  so  with  them.  They  era  neces- 
sarily   judgments    and    determination  a    for 

gulaliou  of  their  conduct  aa  well  as  of  bis. 
The  statute-book,  in  fact,  the  rule  of  the  con- 
duct of  all  the  subj"cts  ot  the  common  wealth, 
what  is  it?      Is  it  anything  elae  than  tbo 
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coda  of  the  civil  magtstritte'a  judgmeuls  and 
detenuiuadona?' 

In  his  chapter  on  the  '  Persecnting 
Principles  of  tho  Larger  Catechism,'  Dr. 
Marshall  deala  eSectirelf,  and  we  must  say 
not  very  respectfully,  with  Ur.  Hethering- 
ton  and  Mr.  Moody  Sla&rt  i  and  he  quotes 
with  pardonable  exnltatioa  the  declaration 
of  the  Inmented  Principal  Candlish  :  '  I 
cannot  have  the  ahadow  of  a  doubt  that  it 
teaches  persecuting  and  intolerant  princi- 
ples.' In  two  succeeding  chapters,  "enti- 
tled respectively,  'Li);ht  Shed  on  the 
Ferdeeiiting  Principles  of  the  Westminster 
Standards  by  the  Personal  Writings  of 
their  Compilers,'  and  'Light  Shed  on 
tho  I'erseouiing  Principles  of  the  West- 
minster Standards  by  their  Adherents  in 
subsequent  Times,'  the  scheme  of  the 
treatise  is  completed,  and  its  arguments 
firmly  clenched.  The  concluding  chapter, 
which  is  not  the  least  valuable  in  the  book, 
U  an  earnest  appeal  to  oil  the  Churches  to 
purge  themselves  of  complicity  in  princi- 
ples which  are  odious  in  themselves,  and 
which  no  Protestant  Church  in  these 
times  should  lie  under  the  scandal  of  re- 
taining in  her  creed.  Dr.  Marshall  urges 
a  rigorous  revision  of  the  Standards,  eo  far 
as  they  relate  lo  the  question  he  has  dis- 
cussed, and  an  honest  excision  from  ihem 
of  whatever  savours  of  intolerance  or  com- 
pulsion. Nor  does  he  iioaijine  that  any 
insuperable  difGculties  would  lie  in  ihe 
way  of  his  proposal  were  it  earncsTly 
talten  up.  And  he  sees  in  it  the  only  hope 
of  bringing  on,  not  such  a  union  only  aa 
that  which  has  recently  miscarried,  but 
the  mnch  larger  union  to  which  many  eyes 
are  now  wistfully  turning.  Dr.  Marshall 
is  unquestionably  right,  and  we  cordially 
echo  at  once  his  exhortations  and  his  hopes. 
Never  till  the 'civil  magistrate  '  has  been 
politely  bowed  to  the  door,  will  there  be 
peace  and  unity  in  that  House  of  Brethren 
in  which  he  boa  wrought  lo  'meikle  woe.' 

Dr.  Marshull's  volume  will  more  than 
Bustain  bis  high  reputation.  Every  one 
who  knows  him  will  expect  to  find  iu  it 
proofs  of  that  masculine  grasp  of  principles, 
that  power  of  direi't  argument,  and  that 
deftness  of  fence  in  dealing  with  opponents, 
iu  which  he  has  no  superior  among  the 
controversialists  of  the  day.  And  no  such 
expectation  will  be  disappointed  ;  while 
an  extent  of  reading  will  be  noticed,  and 
a  wealth  of  pnce,  terse,  idiomatic  English, 
and  &  conspicuous  fairness,  with  all  his 
fierceness,  in  sustaining  tbe  joust  of  arms 
in  which  he  evidently  takes  delight,  by 
vhich  some  who  know  him  less  will  per- 
haps be  taken  a  little  by  surprise.  We 
only  regret  that  this  contribution  to  the 
controversy  about  the  persecuting  character 
of  the  Stuudoi'ds  has  come  so  late.    The 


Anti-Union  party  willnodoubl  have  some 
snarling  at  it,  as  it  is ;  it  would  have  been 
interesting  lo  see  them  fastening  their 
teeth  in  it,  and  breaking  the  same,  while 
yet  ihey  were  in  full  cry.  Mav  we  hope 
that  Dr.  MaTshall's  success  in  this  field  of 
authorship  will  encourage  him  to  veuture 
into  another  field, — the  purely  .theological 
— in  which  he  could  show  himself  equally 
at  home!  He  has  leisure  now  j  and  if  a 
measure  of  health  were  granted  him,  he 
might  lay  the  Church  under  a  yet  deeper 
obligation,  by  viriiiicating  her  Standards 
in  another  direction  as  effectively  as  he 
has  driven  a  breach  through  them  at  the 
weak   point    which    bis    present    volume 

BiBLETanm  ahdBboasChcrcb  Ebboe. 
By  William  Riiohib,  D.D. 

Loudon :  Hodder  aud  StongbtoD.  1S7R. 
Wb  felicitate  Dr.  Ritchie  on  his  entrance 
into  the  higher  and  more  difficult  style  of 
authorship,  of  which  this  able  volume  is  an 
example.  It  is  no  easy  task  to  take  np 
such,  a  aeries  of  topics  as  are  dealt  with 
in  these  pages,  and  lo  handle  them  with 
vigour,  with  temper,  and  with  candour, 
and  at  the  same  time  with  such  a  degree 
of  fulness,  preserving  a  due  regard  to  pro- 
portion and  perspective,  within  the  limits 
of  four  hundred  pages  j  yet  this  task  Ihe 
author  has  successfully  accomplished.  In 
the  general  structure  as  well  aa  in  the 
varied  contents  of  his  work,  he  has  veri- 
fied its  title.  He  has  done  what  none  of 
his  Broad  Church  antagonists  have  ever 
attempted — what  indeed  they  shun  in- 
stinctively, from  a  wholesome  dread  of 
exposing  their  system  to  suicide:  he  has 
gone  to  hi*  Bible  as  the  Srst  and  last 
resort,  and  nut  merely  to  the  oracle  of 
reason,  which  the  Broad  Church  afTeCte  to 
moT^opolis^^  though  it  seldom  even  pro- 
fesses to  argue,  heing,  indeed,  as  feeble  in 
argument  as  it  is  strong  in  aeseriion  and 
assumption.  Dr.  Ritchie  leads  ns  boldly 
out  to  face  every  wind  of  Broad  Chwrcn 
doctrine,  but  be  ever  leads  us  where  wa 
can  breathe  the  free  air  of  divine  truth; 
and  we  return  not  merely  with  tbe  con- 
sciousness that  our  hold  of  the  old  Bible 
Irnth  has  not  been  relaxed,  but  that  wa 
have  been  braced  anew  lo  grasp  it  mora 
firmly  than  before. 

His  plan  is,  first  to  present  bis  renders' 
with  a  compend  of  Biile  truth,  and  then  lo 

alistic  authors,  aud  to  show  their  opposi- 
tion to  tbe  teaching  of  the  Word  of  God. 
This  method  of  investigation,  which  inter- 
weaves itself,  with  the  whole  structure  ol 
the  volume,  possesses  great  advantages.  Il 
gives  prominence  to  the  grand^iKf,  which 
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RstionalisinigDares,  andtrentsnotsomucb 
witb  BTgnineiit  as  nith  Bilence,  and  Bome- 
limea  with  paasioaate  despita,  viz.  that  if 
the  Bible  la  a  source  of  inBtructioo  a«  to 
vhat  we  are  to  believe  concerning  Qaii, 
it  tDusl  be  a  supreme  auihoriiy.  The 
method  followed  by  onr  aathor  giies  him, 
la  a  hundred  inslancea,  the  oppoituniij  of 
exposing  the  utter  uu reliableness  of  lofie 
bumaa  intaitioo,  when  it  breaks  awaj  from 
its  proper  moorings,  cms  iu  conneciion 
nitb  an  inspired  standard,  and  ventbrei 
out  in  qnest  of  a  faith  into  the  broad  sea 
of  doubt.  It  ieamelancbol;  occupation, 
indeed,  lo  follow  these  unhappy  expluros 
(alas  I  non  '  rari  nauCes  in  gurgite  vasto  '), 
seldom  speaking  with  precision  on  any 
Scripture  truth,  except  when  denouncing 
(often  with  paasiou)  'Dogma'  in  the  con- 
crete and  in  the  abstract,  as  if  doctrine 
were'an  ciil  with  which  neither  (^d  nor 
man  shouid  have  anghl  lo  do.  They 
widely  diTcrge  from  one  anntbei  except 
in  Ihis,  the  first  and  fatal  lie  of  their 
scheme  (we  cannot  call  it  syalein,  for  they 
hare  constructed  nothing  worthy  of  the 
came),  that  while  the  true  faith  may  be 
fouDd  in  Scripture,  it  is  in  the  Bible  ba- 
uDse  it  is  the  troe  faith ;  it  is  not  the  true 
faith,  because  it  is  in  the  Bible. 

We  cannot  in  this  notice  give  any  full 
synopsis  of  Dr.  Ricchie's  K.lnme,  which 
we  regard  as  a,  Talnable  and  timeous  con- 
tribution lo  theological  science,  touching, 
BS  it  does,  on  the  cardinal  tuples  of  thco- 

with  tbe  questions  of  (he  day.  He  begins 
vith  the  snbjcct  of  inspiration,  lying  at  tbe 


W,  Robertson,  and  with  ipecimeDi  of  the 
imperious  rhetoric  of  Dr.  John  Yonng, 
are  set  before  the  reader  and  handled  with 

A  very  solemn  portion  of  the  work, 
written  with  reverence  and  tenderness, 
relates  to  the  question  of  final  punish- 
ment and  the  theory  of  universal  restora- 
tion, in  which  he  deals  with  due  respect, 
but  with  deserved  severity,  with  Mr. 
Minton,  Mr.  Douniaton,  Dr.  ijohn  Young, 
and  Mr.  Stopford  Brookes.  It  is  a  peculiar 
accident  of  language,  by  which  sacb  a 
minimum  of  critical  sagacity  and  logical 
power  as  is  evinced  in  the  writings  of  these 
theologians  should  be  dignified  with  tbe 
name  of  breadth.  But  we  most  remember 
bow  comparatively  feeble  must  be  the 
motive,  for  aiming  at  exact  theological 
statement,  or  accurate  Biblical  criticism 
or  exegetis,  on  the  pan  of  men  who  ap- 
proach the  Bible  with  no  re{,'ard  for  its 
inspiration  or  its  eiaciilude  of  thought  or 


eshold  of  the  whole  . 


selftc 


n  this  auhject,  holding  that  wUh  the 
modeo/irMpiralionwe  have  nothing  to  do, 
be  contends  for  an  inspiration  which  em- 
br»ces  the  entire  Scriptures,— and  not  their 
meaning  only,  but  their  language, — bo  as  to 
exclude  all  error.  He  examines  the  lower 
and  the  hii^her  false  thpories  of  inspira- 
tion, especially  those  of  Colenso,  Theo- 
dore Parker,  and  Francis  Newman,  of 
the  former  class,  and  Schlelermacher, 
Neander,  Coleridge,  Morell,  and  jrederick 
Robertson,  of  the  latter.  On  the  vital 
doctrines  of  the  incamaliun  and  atone- 
ment, he  deals  vigorously  nith  the  vague 
•nd  obscure  speculationa  of  Dr.  Bushnell, 
and  the  nn precise  ntterances  of  Maurice 
in  regard  to  Christ  viewed  as  '  ibe  root  of 
liomsnity,'  and  in  reference  u>  His  mis- 
named 'self-sacrifice.'  Passing  on  to  the 
momentous  doctrines  of  the  fatherhood  of 
God,  and  justification  by  faith,  he  en- 
tonnters  anew,  in  another  part  of  the  field 
cf  theological  thong  he,  these  same  anthors; 
*hoBe  views,  interspersed  with  qnoiations 
from  the  brilliant  speculalions  of  Frederick 


It  might  seem  unfair  lo  speak  in  such 
terms  of  any  group  of  writers  without 
giving  some  dctsila  fitted  to  make  good 
our  Btricinres.  We  shall,  therefore,  submit 
a  few  inslai.ces  of  tbe  arbitrary  manner  in 
which  they  deal  wiih  the  most  solemn 
subjects  of  dicine  revelation,  and  of  the 
way  in  which  they  are  handled  bj  Our 
author, who  approaches  his lask reverently, 
but  with  no  exagtierated  veneration  for 
mere  hnman  intuition, — a  thing  uncertain 
(tiarium  ae  maiaJiile),  though  fondly  em- 
braced by  the  writers  with  whom  he  has 

Jir,  JBtahnell,  speaking  of  men's  fear  of 
divine  anger,  and  denyiiuj  Ihal  ChrUt  has 
boma  any  penalty,  uaea  these  words; 
'Come  to  the apectocleorChriat's suffering, 
death,  as   to   a  mystery  wholly 


iSOf 


feeling.  Who — what  man  of  Oi.._ 
race,  beholding  this  strange  history  of  tbe 
Word,  will  not  feel  a  new  courage  enter 
bis  soul?  Visibly,  God  19  not  the  implac- 
able avenger  his  guilty  fears  bad  painted, 
but  He  is  a  friend-He  is  love,'  'This,' 
replies  Dr.  Kitcbie,  'is  the  gospel  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Bushnell.  It  is  a  sweetened 
opiate  for  the  human  conscience,  not  a 
true  cordial  for  its  painful  wound.  It  is 
vain  for  him  to  tell  sinners  that  their  fears 
of  God's  righteous  auger  are  false  and 
groundless.  Those  whose  consciences  are 
asleep  do  not  need  bis  words,  and  those 
that  are  awakened  by  a  sense  of  guilt  will 
not  believe  him.  Hia  theory  of  atonement, 
exhibiting  such  viewa  of  guilt  before  God, 
and  of  man's  deepest,  truest  instincts  re- 
garding it,  ia  demonstrated  lo  he  wholly 
unadapted  to  meet  or  satisfy  the  warns  of 
our  moral  nature.     In  the  centre  of  (hat 


NOTICES  OF  NEW  PUBLICATIOSS. 


I  placed,  to  bear  the 

voice  of  God's  Uw  and  to  apply  it;  and 
wben  guilt  is  contracted,  this  judge  within 


the  I 


5  that 


Bred  for  the  offence,  and  pardon 
honmirably  offered,  before  it  can  bare  rest 

Aiiain,  Mr.  Maarice,  in  hia  theolofiical 
essajs,  contends  that  the  pnrpoie  of 
Christ's  life  and  sufferings  waa  Hmpl; 
'  to  iUostcate  the  principle  of  self-sacrifice, 
the  entire  snirender  of  the  whole  spirit 
and  twdy  to  God.  Is  not  the  Cross  the 
meeting-point  between  man  and  God?  In 
it  man  is  presented  as  a  ho!f  and  accept- 
able sacrifice  to  the  Creator.'  Dr.  Ritchie 
replies:  'The  whole  excellence  of  sell- 
sacrifice  depends  on  the  ulterior  object  it 
has  in  view,  and  the  spirit  of  lojally  to 
God's  will  with  which  it  seeks  great  and 
benevolent  ends.  .  .  It  is  not  in  self-sacri- 
fice by  itself,  as  a  principle  He  dlsplnyed, 
that  the  Kcdeemer's  iife  and  safferings 
posBesBed  a  virtue.  This  must  be  con- 
nected with  the  great  end  He  bad  in  view. 
On  this  principle  of  self-sacrifice  alone  in 
the  work  of  Chrial,  how  ghoald  His  life 
and  death  he  so  erophalically  a  manifesla- 
lion  and  proof  of  the  Father's  love  (o  us 
as  to  win  our  hearts  awaj  from  sin  back 
to  affection  for  Him?  If  tht-y  were  not  in 
anj  respect  a  means  of  freeing;  us  from 
threatened  penalties,  and  securing  for  ns 
forfeited  blessings  which  could  not  be 
otherwise  enjoyed,  how  should  they  be 
regarded  as  proofs  of  His  UDparaileled 
love  ?  Is  the  beholding  of  God  subjecting 
His  innocent  beloved  Son  to  suffering  and 
death,  merely  for  the  sake  of  showing  self- 
sacrifice,  sucb  a  proof  of  His  love  to  men 
that  tbeir  hearts  shall  be  won  to  Him  for 
ever  by  the  sight?  This  cannot  for  a 
moment  be  admitted  possible,  as  an  ex- 
planation of  the  attractive  powtr  of  tbe 

Od  another  subject,  very  vital  to  the 
essence  of  Christianity,  Mr.  Maurice  says : 
'Christ's  resorreclion  declared  Him  to  be 
the  Son  of  man,— the  Head  of  man,  and 
that  iherefore  His  jastifieation  was  the 
justiflcation  of  each  man.'  Cor  author 
replies:  'This  hypothesis,  that  the  jastifi- 
eation of  the  Lord  Jesus  is  the  justifica- 
tion of  each  man  of  the  race,  makes  no 
room  for  tbe  necessity  of  personal  faith  in 
the  Saviour  for  acceptance  with  God, 
which     the    Divine    Word     everywhere 

On  the  subject  of  faith  in  its  relation  lo 
JBHtifying  righteonsnesB,  Frederick  W. 
itobertson  says:  'Faith  is  that  strong, 
buoyant  confidence  in  God,  and  in  His 
love,  which  gives  energy  and  spirit  to  do 
right  wiilioat  donbt  or  despondency. 
When  Qod  sees  thai.  He  sees  the  spring 


and  fountain  out  of  which  all  good 
springs ;  He  sees,  in  short,  the  very  life  of 
Christ  begnn,  and  He  reckons  that  to  be 
righteousness,  jnst  as  a  small  perennial 
fountain  in  GlouceBterahire  is  the  Thames.' 
To  this  crude  theology  Dr.  Ritchie  op- 
poses the  decisive  answer,  that  to  regard 
fuith  OS  justifying  because  it  is  >ihe  foun- 
tain of  life  divine  in  the  soul,  and  so  God 
reckons  it  to  be  righteonsness,'  is  to  hold 
that  justification  is  by  work.  'Faith  here,' 
he  observfs,  'is  as  truly  a  vork  of  man's 
own  mind  as  is  any  other  act  of  obedi- 
ence to  ilie  divine  will,  and  as  such  it  is 
here  represented  as  "  received  lo  be  right- 
eousness." I'here  is  in  this  principle  room 
for  boasting  in  work  done  by  faiih  exer- 
cised ;  whereas  the  apostle  declares,  in 
gospel  justificBtinn  all  boasting  is  excluded 
by  the  late  offailk  ;  and  it  is  of  faith  that 
it  might  be  by  grace.' 

We  give  only  one  other  instance  of  the  way 
in  which  our  author  opposes  Bible  truth 
lo  Broad  Church  error.  Dr.  John  Young, 
among  other  aberr'ttions  from  his  earlier 
and  sounder  beliefs,  has,  with  unwonted 
boldness,  eon  tended  for  a  future  purgatory. 
Assuming  what  he  cannot  make  good,  be 
observes :  '  Looking  broadly  on  the  vast 
populations  of  the  earth,  and  on  the  dark- 
ness of  vice  amid  which,  without  fault 
of  theirs,  myriads  of  our  race  live  and  die, 
the  conviction  forces  itstif  upon  ns  that 
in  their  ease,  so  far  as  this  world  la  con- 
cerned, probation  is  a  name  end  no  more. 
If  they  are  to  bo  tried  at  all,  in  any  real 
sente,  it  must  be  after  death,  and  in  an- 
other state  of  existence.'  Dr.  Ritchie 
answers  thus  :  '  He  who  makes  this  bold 
assertion  baa  something  else  to  do  than 
allege  they  mnst  have  another  trial  after 
deaih  ;  he  requires  lo  set  himself  to  vindi- 
cate the  divine  righteciusness  for  affording 
them  no  true  probation  here,  and  yet 
punishing  them  in  a  future  state  for  (heir 
sioand  impenitence.'  Dr. Young,  speaking 
of  '  the  process  of  spiritual  purgation,' 
says:  'But  this  furnace  of  probation,  to 
wliich  the  New  Testament  likens  the 
future  of  evil,  shall  it  not  illuminate  and 

girify  while  it  scathes?'  To  which  Dr. 
itchie  replies:  'It  is  impossible  to  pro- 
duce a  solitary  instance  in  the  universe,  or 
a  single  word  from  the  Book  of  God,  that 
gives  the  remotest  semblance  of  truth  to 
these  wild  and  unsupported  fancies.' 

It  can  give  no  adequate  idea  of  the 
volumo  before  us  to  quote  these  fragment- 
ary passages.  We  commend  the  book  as 
a  whole  to  the  favour  uf  the  public.  We 
rise  from  its  perusal  with  a  deepened  con- 
viction of  the  shallowness  and,  we  would 
add,  the  essential  narrowness  of  the  Broad 
Choreh — broad  only  in  the  expansion  of 
its  platform,  made  wide  not  for  the  ad- 
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rantage  of  (be  truth,  bat  for  ibe 

daiion  of  the  nllermusE  phtitadu  of  error, 
supported  by  erudite  men  in  same  iii- 
iiaaces,  bat  bj  no  erudition,  bj-  no 
tboroDeb  criticisni,  and  bj  do  menlj  dia- 
paaal  or  tbe  lestiiuony  uf  the  BibI?.  A 
book  like  Dr.  Ritchie's  is  fitted  to  deepen 
the  coDfidence  of  ever;  Christian  render 
in  the  great  prineipiea  of  tbe  evangelical 
sjateto,  and  to  divesl  of  their  flimsy  wea- 
pons, formidable  cbiefly  when  Been  from  e 
distance,  men  who,  unwilling  to  assign 
inrsllibilitj  to  the  Bible,  have  recourse  to 
tbe  rqast  variable  and  fallible  standard  in 
the  naiverse, — the  human  reason,  with  its 
perverted  conscience,  its  darkened  spirttnal 
perception,  its  diseased  moral  sensibility. 
The  exposare  in  (bia  boolc  is  at  once  de- 
tailed and  complete,  of  the  habits  and  ten- 
dencies cf  nationalism,  and  of  its  primary 
postolale,  that  human  sentiment  or  reason 
must  be  the  corrective  of  revelation,  and 

reaian.  It  is  a  book  which  designedly 
humbles  the  baman  judge,  and  exalts  the 
ilivlne  old  Bible,     lis  style   is  clejr  and 

pervaded  by  a  spirit  of  earnestness  and 
reiercnce,  which  not  seldom  flonets  into 
literary  beauty.  We  shall  be  disappointed 
if  it  does  not  claim  tbe  place  to  which  we 
deem  it  fully  entitled,  as  a  thoroujih  con- 
ttibulian  to  the  theological  literature  of 
this  searching  time. 

Oar  space  allows  of  only  one  quotation, 
sad  we  select  it  from  the  author*!  atric- 
lures  on  theories  of  atonement.  In  deal- 
ing with  Dr.  Boshnell's  tiews,  and  con- 
lending  that  they  fail  to  account  for  the 
inffering  and  death  of  Christ,  in  consts- 
tencr  with  divine  justice,  be  remarks  as 
follows-.— 

'The  author  maintains  Jesns  was  sin- 
less, and  in  his  work  on  Natvrt  and  tke 
Supenutlural  he  offers  many  beantiful 
illnstrsiiotis  of  the  parity  and  loveliness 
or  His  character.  He  denies  all  through 
his  writings  that  He  died  as  a  substitute 
formenin  the  way  of  enduring  the  penalty 
oflbeir  transgressions.  The  question  then 
presses  for  answer:  On  what  principle  of 
righteousness  eiid  He,  an  innocent  being, 
suffer  and  die?  It  is  rain  to  tell  us  that 
"no  evil  was  laid  on  Him  ru  eiHl,  by  the 
Father,  to  be  endured  retributively ;  He 
only  snffers  the  ills  that  (ie  in  -His  looy— 
■nffers  mcidenlaUy^die»  an  ignominious 
deslh,  rather  than  depart  from  His 
heavenly  errand"  (p.  208).  This  Is  to 
■ssome  the  very  point  to  be  proved,  and, 
in  place  of  argument,  to  snbslitnte  asier- 
lioD,  that  tbe  sufferings  of  Jesns  were  not 
penal,  but  only  "illslhaHay  in  His  way." 


to  a  grander  mission?"  Is  it  in  these 
solemn  words  of  the  Hedeemer  Himself: 
"The  Son  of  Man  came  to  give  His  life  a 
ransom  for  many?"  (Matt.  xx.  28).  No, 
verily  ;  He  speaks  here,  as  often  elsewhere, 
of  this  being  the  grand  object  of  His  ad- 
vent, and  the  essential  purpose  of  Hia 
mission  to  earth.  We  look  in  vain  to  tU« 
and  many  similar  texts  far  support  to  this 
extraordinary  assertion,  that  the  sufferings 
unto  the  death  of  the  Son  of  God  were 
only  "  incidsntallj  "  met  in  tbe  way  of  His 
great  undertaking. 

'Yet,  after  all,  this  allegation  is  of  no 
avail  fur  the  author  to  turn  aside  the  point 


objec 


,  in  pro 


he  lowers  the  place  of  Christ's  sufferings 
in  His  mission,  he  increases  the  difficulty 
(if  reconcilitig  them  with  the  divine  rijihi- 
eousness.  What  matters  it,  in  accounting 
for  the  mystery  of  suffering  innocence,  10 
be  told  that  Jesus  suffered  only  "inci- 
dentally?" So  far  from  throwing  Ugbt 
on  the  fact,  in  its  relation  to  divine  justice, 
this  involves  it  in  deeper  darkness.  Ac- 
cording to  Ibis  reasoning,  it  ibould  teem 
as  if  tbe  mode  of  inflicting  suffering  on  a 
holy  Being  altered  the  principle  of  moral 
administration,  so  that  it  would  be  a 
righteous  thing  to  lay  it  on  the  Saviour 
"incidenlally"  in  His  errand  of  love,  but 
an  act  of  injustice  to  impose  it  as  a  means 
of  fuimilng  law  in  His  mlsbion  of  mercy. 
Who  for  a  moment  can  admit  ibis?  yes, 
who  does  not  see,  that  every  difficulty 
which  attends  Christ's  vicarious  snfferiiiK 
presses  on  this  hypothesis  of  iucidenlal 
suffering  with  a  force  augmented  a  thou- 
sandfold? If  the  agonies  uf  tbe  Bedeemer 
were  not  necessities,  but  mere  incidents  in 
Hi)  mission,  why,  it  may  be  urged,  did  not 
His  holy,  laving  Father  exempt  Him  from 
their  endurence,  especially  when  thrice  in 
the  garden,  "  with  strong  crying  and  tears." 
He  prayed  that,  if  it  were  "pouible,  this 
cup  might  pass  Irom  Him?" 

'  But  Dr.  Buehnell  asserts  that  "  no  evil 
was  laid  on  Him  as  m/"  (p.  208).  Yet 
what  is  Ibis  else  than  gratuiions  assump- 
tion,— wehad almost  satd,  miserable  trifling 
with  an  awful  subject,  by  a  play  upon 
words?  The  spotless  Son  of  God  soffen 
unparalleled  sorrows  through  life ;  He  dies 
on  the  cross  an  agonizing,  ignon  ' 
death  :  we  want  to  know  from  a  mi 
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mt  why  the  Judge  of  all  appointed 
this  overwhelming  suffering  to  be  endured 
by  one  so  dear  to  Him;  and  is  it  not 
something  like  an  insult  to  our  renson  to 
be  told  that  this  was  not  laid  on  Him  as 
evil!  What  is  evil  if  tieiUA  is  not  inflicted 
as  evil?    Is  not  death  tbe  penalty  of  sin 
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— an  execDiing  of  tbe  threateninfc.  "Iti  the 
daj  tboa  eatest  thereof  iboa  ihslt  aar; I7 
die?"  (Gen,  ii.  17),  Since,  then,  ii  comes 
as  the  rullilment  of  this  threatening,  and 
U  endured  as  the  penalty  of  sin  by  all  oar 
ruce,  the  tapposUion  that  Chrie^  tbongh 
innocent,  did  not  Buffer  il  as  an  evil,  or  as 
a  substitnte  for  siuners,  is  contradictorj, 
and  rcTolting  to  our  moral  sense.  If  He 
did  not,  as  has  been  remarked,  in  dying, 
bear  the  penalty  of  sin  as  our  sabalilate, 
then  the  infiiction  of  death  on  Him  was 
equivalent  to  a  pnblic  declaration  that  He 
was  guilty;  and  was  He  not  bound  to 
shield  Himself  from  this  infinite  aspetsLon  7 
It  would  raise  a  false  issne  in  ihe  view 
of  the  nniierse,  either  for  a  holy  Being  to 
bow  to  death,  ..         .     ■ 


r  for  e 
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it.  It  would  be  either 
ccnce  ivith  guilt,  and  to  make  the  penalty 
of  ain  no  distinctive  consequence  of  it,  or 
it  would  b«  to  treat  innocence  as  gni'', — 
a  coarse  tbat  would  be  obnoxious  to  tbe 
very  objectioD  which  Dr.  Bnshnell  urges 
wiih  such  vehemence,  "of  Ood  setting  a 
holy  Being  in  an  altitude  of  displeasiire 
under  Him,  and  laying  His  frown  on  the 
soul  of  innocence  and  virtue,"  His  view 
brands  Jesus'  death  with  the  very  stigma 
from  which  he  undertakes  to  clear  il,  and 
1  ineffaceable  blot  on  the 


divi, 


I  char 


It  i^ 


i  belie' 


:o  show  Ibe  perfect  rectitude  of  the 

sinners  1  bm  we  hold  il  to  be  simply  im- 
possible to  reconcile  His  sufferings  with 
the  diiine  rectitude  on  this  theory  of  their 
being  "incidentally  "  laid  on  Him  in  His 
great  errand  of  love.' 

The  Hdocenots  in  Francb  aftes  tub 

KeVOCATIOK  of  tub   iLDICT  OV  IJAklES. 

By  Saudei.  Smilub. 

London :  StnbiiD  A  Co. 
A  conBiDUtABLB  part  of  this  work,  which 
IB  intended  as  a  supplement  to  llie  //u- 
guenot»  in  England,  has  already  appeared 
ill  Good  Worde.  The  earlier  portion  tells 
of  ibe  origin  and  wonderful  vitality  of  Ihe 
'  Church  in  the  Desert,'  and  raises  a  doubt 
whether  the  explanation  Irequently  given 
of  the  conlinnous  misfortunes  of  France 
Since  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes 
be  true.  Doubtless  much  of  the  noblest 
and  best  blood  of  the  country  was  drained 
from  il  by  the  migration  of  the  Huguenots, 
carrying  with  them  the  knowledge  of  arts 
and  of  manufactures  which  had  flourished 
for  many  years  in  France;  but  much  was 
also  len  pn  its  native  «oil.  Tbe  noble 
constancy  of  the  persecuted  and  scattered 
Church,  the  devotion  of  such  men  as 
BroDBson  and  Court,  serve  to  show  thai 


many  of  tbose  who  were  unable  or  unwill- 
ing to  flee  were  as  true  to  their  faith,  and 
as  heroic  in  their  defence  of  i  I,  fis  those  of 
their  brethren  who  Sed  from  the  idolatry 
sought  to  be  forced  upon  them  by  wheel 
and  fire  and  sword.  After  a  description 
of  the  persecution  suffered  by  the  '  Church 
in  tbe  Desert,'  a  slight  sketch  of  sonie  of 
its  leading  pastors,  and  its  apparent  ex- 
tinction, comes  the  startling  episode  of  the 
Camisard  or  Peasant  War.  A  lifelike 
sketch  is  given  of  Cavalier,  the  peasant 
lad  who  gained  enlhnsiastic  devotion  from 
his  followers  and  achieved  many  signal 
successes,  hut  who  was  deserted  by  his 
troops  upon  endeavouring  to  conclude  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  king  (Louis  xiv.). 
After  the  Camisard  insurrection,  a  few 
interesting  chapters  tell  of  the  gradual 
rebnildjng  of  the 'Church  in  the  Desert.' 
and  the  labours  of  Autoine  Court  in  the 
early  years  of  the  last  century.  Not  till 
after  the  execution  of  Rochette,  however, 
and  the  'Galas  tragedy'  in  1762,  came 
the  cessation  of  the  persecutions,  and  the 
semblance  of  toleration  for  the  ProleftBals. 
The  account  of  Mr.  Smiles'  recent  visit 
to  the  scenes  of  Vaudois  persecution  will 
lid  the  reader  in  realising  the  incidents 
described  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  book. 
His  pen  is  graphic,  but  bis  style  is  not 
hflppy,  and  often  inaccurate;  the  interest 
of  the  subject,  however,  serves  to  carry 
the  reader  past  these  defects. 


Tdb  Earlt  Hbkobb  op  the  Tempi-^eakcb 
Uefoematioh.      By  William  Looaji, 

Author  of  Words  qf  Com/ort,  etc. 

Thb    Adtibbb  :    A    Book     for    Yonng 

People. 
GUugoir:  Scottish  TempersDCe  League. 
These  publications-  of  the  Scottish  Tem- 
perance League  are  externally  very  attrac- 
tive.   Everything  has  been  done  in  refer- 


whlcb  c 

make  Iheu  beautiful ;  so  thai,  even  in 
these  days  of  artistic  book-making,  thej 
occupy  no  secondary  place. 

Wyville  Court  is  a  story  designed  lo 
illustrHte  the  subtle  nature  and  fearfnl 
consequences  of  drunkenness.  It  has  been 
objected  to  stories  of  this  nature  tbat  no 
really  good  novel  Is  written  with  a  purpose, 
and  that  all  such  novels  ore  inferior  in 
literary  execution.  We  cannot  see  any 
objection   to  a   novel    having  a  purpose. 

surely  the  book  need  be  none  the  worse, 
but  all  the  betler,  that  the  plan  is  a  moral 
one.      Atid   many  books  so  mitlea  are 
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of   high    liCerarr    excellence,     Aathon  Batjject  and   execation.    The  itories  btb 

whoae  Rn!,  Uurels  were  noa  in  ihi»  Held  eburt  snd  simple,  aod  fitteJ  to  intereii 

now  occDpj  tbe  chief  places.    The  book  even  tbe  most  jureuile  reader, 

before  na  evidently    poaiesses    tbe    liret  We  diubc  iiole,  in  refert^ncfl   to  iheM 

requisite  of  a  good  story — the  poirer  to  pnbli cation 9,  the  line  rcligioui  apirtl  thai 

inieresl  its  readers,  for  it  has  reached  tbe  pervadta  them.    £ieo  tbose  who  maj  not 

saih  t/uiutand.      And  it  is  worth;.      Not  adhere    to   the    principle   ther   epeciall; 

onlj  ia  the  parpose  excellent,   but   it   ia  adrocate,  cannot  bnt  admire  the  spirit  in 

Ekiirflll;  wrought  oat,  while  the  eljle  is  which  ic  ia  done,  and  with  all  aacceai  to 

limple,  nnaffected,  and  vigorona.     It  has  works  whose  deai^  ia  to  induce  men  '  to 

our  heartj  .commendation.  live  aoberlj,  rigbteonalj,  and  godlj  in  this 

The  Early  Heroat  of  the  TemperaTKe  present  world.' 

Refonaation  is  wriiten    by  one  who  baa  a  

right  tuspsHkon  euch  a  subjec 

Logati  baa  long  been  identiliei 

pbtlanlh  topic     niovementa,    ana     anows 

ranch  of  their  history  and  workings.    In  ""^ 

lUj  book  we  have,  from  his  own  pen  and  Da.   Geie 

the  pen  of  other*,  very  interesting  sketches  the  plana  1 

of  tbe  men,    both   in   this   country   and  our  onn,  for  spreading  the  gospel. 

' —        "■" long  the  pioneers  of  shows  that  often  missionarieB  have  been 


the  temperance  enterprise.    Such  a  book  sent 'to  lands  the  least  central,  or  to  lands 

ii  a  just  tribute  10   the  memory   of  tbe  where  speedy  death  was  inevitable;'   and 

ileid,  and  is  fitted  to  do  good  to  the  living,  argeswith  great  force  that  missions  should 

ll  also  preserves  a  part  ol  the  mural  his-  be  sent  to  pennanent  rather  than  decayine 

lory  of  our  country  which  is  well  worth  races,  and  to  central  districts,  from  whicE 

reuining.  influences  for  good  might  be  expected  to 

The  Advieer,  in  its  monthly  form,  is  a  ray  forth.     Dr.   Geikie  writes   well  and 

Durvel  of  cheapness   and  excellence ;  in  thoughtfully,    and    his     sngc^stions     are 

iie  yearly  form  it  ia  a  volume  to  which  the  eminently    worthy    of   consideration    by 

;aiiDg  will  take   irresistibly.    The   illus-  those  who  have  charge  of  our  Missionary 

iniiionsBTeproluseandafmuchexcellence,  Societies.     Highest  wiidom  ia   needed  to 

—that  on  the  front  ia  beantiful,  alike  ia  do  tbe  right  thing  in  (he  right  way. 


DISESTABLISHMENT. 
SlFFEBEHT  petBOHS  have  different  opinioiiB  as  to  what  ia  the  qnestion  of  the  daj. 
It  baa  been  very  definitely  pronounced,  in  certain  quarters,  that  DiBestablishmeot 
ia  sot  that  question.  The  Church,  as  by  law  established,  wafl  never  in  a  more 
peaceful  and  prosperous  condition;  it  is  lengthening  its  cords  and  strengthening 
Its  stakes,  and  going  on  conquering  and  to  conquer.  So  it  is  said.  It  has  been 
obeened,  however,  that  some  people  never  talk  so  loudly  of  their  prosperity  as 
jnil  when  they  are  on  the  eve  of  bankruptcy,  or  so  assuredly  of  their  health  as 
vhen  they  are  trying  not  to  feel  rather  shaky.  The  valiant  aaseriiona  of  a  pros- 
perous career  now  so  largely  made  by  the  friends,  new  and  old,  of  the  Estabiiehed 
Chnrcfaee,  irreeisUbly  call  up  the  shrewd  reflection,   '  Methinks  he  doth  protest  too 

The  first  of  a  series  of  tracts,  to  be  issued  under  the  auspices  of  the  Disestablish- 
ment Committee  of  the  United  Preabyterian  Synod,  has  just  been  published,  and 
baa  been  widely  circulated.  Its  author  ia  Dr.  John  Cairns,  and  we  need  not  say 
that  it  is  calm,  comprehensive,  and  conciliatory.  We  fear,  however,  that  its  kindly 
lone  will  not  be  appreciated  in  the  circle  towards  which  it  poinU. 

What  is  called  '  the  Voluntary  Controvert '  was  carried  on  with  much  warmth 
and  even  bitterness.  This  is  deeply  to  be  regretted;  but  we  fear,  where  men's 
worldly  interests  as  well  as  cherished  opinions  and  convictions  are  so  greatly 
involved,  that  it  will  not  be  altogether  avoided,  even  when  so  generous  a  spirit  as 
Dr.  Cairns'  comes  to  the  conflict. 

Dr.  Cairns  purstiea  the  advocates  of  Establishments  to  their  last  refuge.  The 
line  of  defence  has  been,  entirely  changed.    It  is  the  duty  of  the  State,  it  ia  said. 
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to  eodnw  not  one,  but  all  forms  of  religion,  and  this  on  the  ground  of  jtistice. 
No«,  it  is  quite  true  Uist  one  good  citizen  has  just  as  valid  ctaiios  od  the  State  sa 
anotlier.  If  the  religion  of  A  is  endowed,  so  in  instice  onght  the  religion  of  B. 
But  this  introduction  of  justice  into  the  arena  is  the  eipulsion  of  religion.  Cou- 
tradictorieB  cannot  be  true,  and  therefore  the  favourite  ar^ment  wich  the  ad- 
vanced advocates  of  Eatabliahment  is  virtually  the  denial  of  the  existence  of 
religious  truth.  Tliis,  assuredlj,  is  ito  logical  consequence,  and  we  do  not  wonder 
that  many  within  the  pale  of  the  Estabhshment  are  startled  by  it.  While,  there- 
fore, we  grant  what  seems  to  be  a  renovated  life  and  vigour  within  the  EstabliBh- 
ment,  yet,  when  we  think  of  the  principle  on  which,  »o  far  as  ailment  goes,  it 
stands,  and  which,  by  the  disendowment  of  the  Irish  Church,  has  been  practically 
accepted,  we  feel  that  the  writer  speaks  truly  as  well  as  eloquently  when  he  says, 
'  It  Hlands  amid  ruins,  and  shakes  with  premonitory  fears.' 

MR.  DISRAELI  IN  GIASGOW. 
Glasgow  baa  been  stirred  from  its  centre  to  its  circumference.  Mr,  Disraeli's  visit 
has  been  the  cause  of  much  rejoicing ;  bis  praises  have  been  said  or  sung  by  Prin- 
cipal and  Provost,  and  orators  of  lower  degree.  The  occasion  of  hia  visit  was  to 
deliver  his  address  to  the  students  as  Lord  Rector  of  the  University.  Advantage 
was  taken  of  this  to  hold  many  gatherings,  and  in  many  ways  to  do  him  honour. 
'  Honour  to  whom  honour  is  due '  is  a  sentiment  whose  justice  we  instinctively 
reci^[nise ;  but  was  the  man  really  worthy  of  the  honours  conferred  ?  We  have  no 
wisb  to  underrate  his  genius  as  a  writer,  or  bis  powers  as  an  orator  j  but  as  to  the 
man  himself,  and  the  pumtse  for  which  he  has  employed  his  gifts,  what  is  to  be 
said  ?  Is  be  a  man  who  has  attained  his  present  position,  and  wields  bis  present 
'  power,  by  reason  of  the  intensity  of  his  convictions,  and  his  earnest,  honest  efforts 
in  behalf  of  truth  ?  Well,  if  it  be  felt  and  feared  that  he  is  chiefly  an  astute  and 
marvellonsly  successful  adventurer,  why  these  praises  7 

He  was  obliged  to  deliver  many  speeches,  less  or  longer,  and  seems  sometimes  to 
have  felt  even  bis  fertile  genius  tasked  for  something  appropriate  and  agreeable  to 
utter.  His  address  to  the  students  was  eyideotly  hjs  greatest  effort.  He  speaks 
as  their  gaide,  philosopher,  and  friend.  The  object  at  which  they  are  to  aim  is 
success ;  the  means  by  which  success  is  to  be  reached  is  by  knowing  tliemstlvea 
and  the  spirit  of  the  age.  There  is  a  wonderful  vagueness  about  it,  however.  One 
would  like  to  know  what  he  means  by  success.  As  this  is  the  object  (o  be  (urned 
at,  he  ought  to  have  given  a  clear  definition  of  it ;  but  nothing  of  the  kind  is  done. 
We  are  left,  however,  Ui  infer  that  succesa  means  getting  money  and  place  and 
position — the  too  common  idea  of  '  getting  on.'  If  to  succeed,  however,  means 
not  to  buitd  up  a  noble  character,  but  to  gain  the  cbiefest  seats,  then  bow  sadiy 
unsuccessful  was  the  grandest  life  that  was  ever  lived  1 

MR.  GLADSTOKE  AND  THE  EVOLUTIONISTS. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  friends  that  he  is  only  too  ready  to 
answer  cavillers  and  calumniators,  and  it  may  be  that  be  is  too  sensitive  to  reproach. 
Some  of  his  so-called  unnecessary  utterances,  however,  are  worthy  of  all  attention : 
and  it  is  a  matter  for  gratitude  that  a  man  of  his  commanding  genius  and  position 
is  so  pronouncedly  a  man  of  .religious  spirit.  Not  because  religion  is  a  part  of  the 
Britisli  constitution,  but  because  it  is  to  him  of  supreme  importance,  does  he  apeak 
of  it.  Hia  speech  at  Liverpool  has  called  forth  the  animadversiona  of  Mr.  Herbert 
Spencer,  in  a  recent  number  of  the  C'oittempoTarj/  Review,  On  these,  in  a  courleons 
manner,  the  Premier  also  animadverts,  but  concludes  by  espreaaingadoubt  that  his 
remarka  will  not  be  of  much  weight  with  his  opponent.  It  seems  to  he  thought  by 
scientific  men  that  the  judgment  of  the  non- scientific,  however  otherwise  gifted,  is 
in  no  wise  to  be  trusted.  It  might  be  of  advantage  to  science  as  well  as  to  religion 
if  they  were  to  remember  that  neither  scientist  nor  pope  is  infallible;  that  it  is 
possible,  even  in  the  region  in  which  they  think  they  are  so  strong, — the  region  of 
facts, — tor  future  inquirers  to  discover  new  facta,  or  new  aspects  of  the  old,  which 
may  entirely  reverse  their  position.  This  has  been,  and  may  be  agiun.  Moreover, 
to  discover  and  collate  facts  is  one  thing;  to  draw  inferences  from  and  to  form 
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theories  on  those  facU  is  quite  another.  And  not  a  few  who  are  strong  in  matters 
of  (qiateriol)  facte  ere  wonderfully  weak  in  their  attampte  at  the  geueralixatioa  of 
principles. 


Theke  are  persons  whose  audacity  anil  powers  of  stoat  assertion  are  quit*  remark- 
able. They  have  always  been  standing  on  a.  pinnacle,  high  and  lifted  up,  and 
diacOTDing  unerringly  tlie  secret  springs  as  weU  as  outward  course  of  all  things  ; 
and  so  they  are  able  to  furnish  information  to  the  ordinary  actors,  as  to  their 
motires  and  ends,  which  is  alike  new  and  surprising.  Amongst  this  class  the 
Buceesaor  of  a  very  peace- loving,  unpretentious  man — the  lier.  A.  Scott,  minister 
of  Greenside  parish,  Edinburgh— is  entitled  to  take  a  chief  place.  This  important 
geatleman,  as  a  Baird  trustee,  has  naturally  been  led  to  cast  his  piercing  glance 
luwsrdB  the  subject  of  endowmente,  and  the  result  is  a  pamphlet,  a  copy  of  which 
has  been  sent  to  us  post  free,  entitled,  Endutned  Terrilarial  Wort.  He  takes 
occasion  to  exercise  his  special  gift  on  the  recent  Union  movement,  and  thus  he 
speaks  of  it: — 

'The  recent  failure  of  the  negoliatinns  to  efiouro  eveti  s  partial  union  of  ths  Presbjtariiuifl 
of  Scot! Slid,  though  eonducled  Tor  ten  yaars  by  some  of  the  ableeteculssiaaticain  the  eoootry, 
hii  ii  leeeun  for  all  candid  and  patriatio  idbd.     It  warns  ub  ag&itiet  niistaking  for  Chrisliuu 

other  are  these  two  thiuge,  that  the  last  of  Iliem  miiy  be  brought  about  for  purposes  qaite 
inimical  lo  the  intereets  of  the  fitet  And  it  remindH  ub  that,  though  the  union  of  denomi- 
MtidDS  is  di-siralilB  for  the  healinp  of  nniiecesKary  dmi-ion  imd  the  incresBe  of  nsefuluesa,  it 
mnat  never  be  sought  by  the  saoiifice  of  truth  i  r  the  surrender  of  principle.  For  this  would 
be  doing  evil  tha.t  (?ood  might  come,  and  again  bttray ing  that  Lord  whi>m  we  adere  as  sole 
Head  over  the  Cliurch  for  eier. 
'Areire  wrone  in  believing  that  the  caueea  of  thie  failure  are  to  be  found  in  tba  aim 

end  to  be  seourBd  by  it  was  politlcBl  BUpremaoy.  We  do  not  mean  to  assert  that  tbie  was 
the  motive  by  wbioh  all  who  supported  the  scheme  for  union  were  actuaied,  but  unquee- 
hooably  the  schema  mainly  approved  itself  to  its  leading  promoters  as  one  wLii-li,  if 
successful,  might  eventually  secure  for  them  the  cootrol  of  the  elections,  ihe  duwnfall  of  the 
Edlsbli-bmen^  and  the  dorainancy  of  Preebyierian  Voluntarjisro.  But  the  religiouH  heart  of 
the  Baiion  is  stiil  sound.  The  people  of  Scotlaud,  diasenling  or  conforming,  are  not  yet 
Jfl^pared  to  support  any  denomination  that  would  be  actuaied  mainly  by  the  moltve  of 
[ulitical  asceodenc;.  They  feel  that  Churches  were  meant  to  serve,  and  sot  to  rule—ihat 
tbeir  glory,  like  tbvir  Master's,  consisCa  not  in  being  minietered  unto,  but  in  n^inistf  ring. 
WbeDever  Churches  are  so  lurrd  by  the  heathen  eplondour  of  rule  as  to  renonnce  the 
Chiisliaa  idea  of  serving,  they  lose  the  wholesome  influence  they  possessed,  and  become  an 
Incubus  npon  the  world,  poisoiiing  inetead  of  purifying  its  life,  capping  iti  energies,  and 
blinding  its  vi.eion.* 

!rhe  object  of  the  writer  is  a  laudable  one  :  it  is  to  heal  the  divisions  of  Zion, 
and  get  different  sects  to  vie  with  each  other  in  labours  of  love.  But  what  shall 
we  say  of  the  wisdom  of  his  method  ?  Is  it  not  like  that  of  tie  roan  who  throws 
coala  of  fire  into  a  conflagration  in  order  to  extinguish  it  ? 

THE  STATE  OF  PARTIES  IN  THE  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND. 

TuE  accomplished  and  adventurous  Dean  of  Westminster  has  had  the  temerity  to 
invite  the  well-known  Max  Miiller  to  lecture  in  the  Abbey — the  subject  brang, 
'Christian  Missions.'  Very  wonderfii!  indeed  tor  a  hymon  to  lift  his  voice  withm 
lucli  walls — unconsecrated  man  on  consecrated  ground  I  But  in  circumstances  so 
uovel,  what  has  Max  Miiller  to  say  of  mission  work  ?  what  is  the  kind  of  religiuu 
to  which  he  would  bring  the  heathen  world  ?  A  religion  so  vague  and  impalpable 
that  it  wiU  require  very  keen  vision  indeed  to  discern  it ;  the  moat  general 
notions  about  the  Unseen.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  Dr.  Pusev  and  bis  associates 
waiing  bolder  and  bolder  in  their  efforts  to  Komanize  the  Church  of  England. 
The  confessional  is  erected  and  defended,  and  all  of  Rome  is  ready  to  rush  iu,  only 
witiiDUt  the  Pope.  And  what  are  the  Evangelicals  doing  in  these  circumstances? 
Cotainly  the  part  they  act  is  a  sorry  one,  and  much  to  be  deplored.  On  certain 
poiutd  they  make  common  cause  with  the  Puseyites  against  the  Rationalists ;  but 
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the  alliance  ie  not  a  eeemlj  ooe,  and  cannot  be  prodae<^v«  of  good  or  glory  to  thoae 
whose  faith  ia  antagonrstic  to  that  of  Kome.  We  would  like  to  see  an  ei^Janatitm 
and  defence  of  ETaagelicala  id  their  present  poaitiou  by  one  of  theraselTei  really 
competetit  to  the  tank,  for  task  indeed  it  would  be. 

THE  POPE'S  ENCYCLICAL. 
His  Holiness  the  Pope  groans  under  two  great  burdens, — the  burden  of  personal 
infirmity,  and  official  infallibility.  It  is  his  sad  duty,  ao  infallible  Pontiff,  to  write 
infallible  letters ;  but  the  infirmity  of  the  man  makes  itself  felt  in  the  epistle.  Id 
that  recently  issued  by  him,  what  woes  and  anathemas  are  pronounced  I  Now,  it 
is  always  a  sign  of  weakness  when  a  man  takes  to  cursing.  He  laments'  that  it  ie 
in  the  countries  where  his  religion  is  by  law  estnbliahed  that  prelutee  and  pritsU 
hare  been  persecuted.  Prelates  and  priests  persecuted?  How  changed  the  times 
from  those  when  prelates  and  priests  were  persecutors  indeed,  and  compelled  the 
haughtiest  monarctia  to  kindle  the  flames  and  open  the  dungeons  for  their  victima ! 
Venly,  '  the  whirligig  of  time  brings  about  its  revenees.' 

A  curious  sign  of  the  times  is,  that  a  translation  of  this  letter  was  sent  by  Arch- 
bishop Manning  to  one  of  the  Edinburgh  newspapers.  Whether  does  thi"  show 
most  the  courtesy  of  the  prelate,  ot  the  cathoUcity  of  the  paper  ? 

THE  FRENCH  PROTESTANT  CHURCH. 
In  reference  to  this  Church,  in  which,  for  many  reasons,  our  own  is  deeply  in- 
terested, we  learn  that  '  it  has  just  terminated  its  second  session  at  Paris.  The 
most  important  business  transacted  in  the  last  sitting  was  tlie  preseutation  of  a 
letter  from  94  pastors,  and  as  many  laymen,  asking  the  Assembly  to  pronounce  tlie 
amicable  separation  of  the  two  parties  which  divide  the  Church.  H.  Bois,  author 
of  the  Declaration  of  Faith,  proposed  to  pass  to  the  order  of  the  dayon  the  subject 
He  said  that  the  Synod  did  not  wish  to  impose  its  doctrines  on  any  one  ;  that  those 
persons  who  do  not  recognise  ihem  morally,  cease  by  that  fact  to  form  part  of  the 
Church  ;  that  those  who  do  not  share  that  belief  may  withdraw,  and  form  a  Church 
of  their  own,  but  that  the  Synod  could  not  associate  with  such  a  separation.  M. 
Permissin,  an  orthodox  of  the  extreme  right,  said  that,  far  from  regretting  the 
secession,  he  was  rejoiced  at  it,  after  the  conduct  of  the  Liberals.  In  his  opmion, 
the  neo- Protestant  a  were  Materialists,  and  placed  reason  above  faith  ;  they  ceased 
to  be  Protestants,  and  might  go.  Notwithstanding  a  very  resolute  opposition,  the 
order  of  the  day  of  M.  Bois  was  adopted.  The  minutes  of  the  Sjnod  were  then  read 
and  adopted,  after  which  the  members  separated,  to  meet  again  next  year  on  the 
convocation  of  the  Permanent  Committee.' 

ACCIDENTS  AND  DISASTERS. 
One  ot  the  columns  ot  our  daily  newspapers  is  now  devoted  to  rather  a  startling 
kind  of  intelligence,  viz.  railway  accidents.  These  are  becoming  alarmingly 
frequent  and  fatal,  lu  these  days  of  universal  travelling,  this  is  a  subject  of  deep 
personal  concernment,  and  the  present  agitation  should  not  cease  tJll  effective 
measures  are  taken  for  the  preservation  ot  Ufe  and  property,  now  so  largeljr 
endangered. 

The  retrospect  of  the  month  has  been  clouded  by  one  of  those  terrible  dieasters 
at  sea  which  send  a  thrill  of  horror  through  the  nation, — the  sinking  of  the  Vith 
dn  Havre  by  the  Lockearn.  Many  most  touching  scenes  were  witnessed.  There 
were  those  who  in  their  extremity  were  receiving  pardon  from  a  priest.  Pity 
that  the  intervention  of  a  priest  in  such  or  any  circumstances  should  be  thought 
necessary,  and  that  burdened  ones  should  not  look  directly  to  Uim  who  caa 
save  to  tiie  uttermost,  and  at  the  uttermost. 
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WINTER. 

BT  THE  LATS  RET.  WTI.UAU  AMDEGSOIf,  LL.D.,  StASGOW. 

WiTEODT  observing  any  particnltir  order,  bat  promiscnaasly  as  points  for 
reSection  have  suggested  tbemeelves,  I  propose  to  direct  your  attention  to 
that  improTement  which  wa  shonld  m&ke  of  the  wintry  season  of  the  ye&r. 

1  remark,  then,  in  the  first  place,  that  while  Spring  may  be  represented  as 
being  tha  infancy  of  the  year,  Snmmer  its  youth,  and  Harvest  its  manhood 
uid  perfection,  'Winter  bears  the  charactec  of  its  decay  and  death.  Dark- 
ness, cold,  aod  sterility  are  its  natoral  properties.  The  flower  of  the  plant 
baa  vanished,  and  the  stalk  itself  has  withered  down  into  the  dast ;  the  tree 
etands  nake(^  black,  and  stripped  of  its  foliage ;  the  song  of  the  bird  has 
Bank  into  silence;  the  fields  sm  desraled  by  the  bnsy  hasbandmen ;  the 
stream  is  arrested,  and  congealed  in  ice ;  and  the  snow  like  a  winding-sheet 
eoshronds  nature.  In  all  this  we  hare  an  apt  image  of  man's  mortality, 
vben  the  cessation  of  the  husbandman's  labonrs  shall  find  a  correspondence 
ia  OUT  mcdnoolesB  limbs,  when  the  silence  of  the  birds  shall  find  a  corre- 
spoDdeace  ia  our  speechless  lips,  when  the  frozen  streams  shall  find  their 
correspondeace  in  onr  pnlseless  arteries,  when  the  snow  of  the  fields  shall 
Snd  theirs  in  onr  pallid  cheeks.  And  oh!  that  cold!  Cold  as  winter  is, 
it  has  nothing  which  we  may  conjpare  with  the  cold  of  a  corpse.  Is  it 
possible,  brethren,  that  snch  a  winter,  as  this  can  be  coming  on  all  of  ns — 
me,  and  eacl^  of  youT  Are  we  soon  to  be  that  thing  of  more  than  icy  cold- 
ness which  a  corpse  is,  laid  ont  in  a  chamber  by  ourselves,  not  breatUng,  so 
motionless,  so  stiff  and  so  cold,  with  nothing  bnt  the  thin  pall  to  cover  nsT 
(Well,  we  conJd  not  treat  onr  child  in  that  manner  when  he  died.  We  laid 
him  in  his  bed,  and  covered  him  as  nsttal  v^hen  he  had  gone  to  sleep.  Bat 
oh,  he  continued  cold,  dreadfully  cold— the  winter  of  death  was  on  him.) 
Slmll  sach  a  winter  as  this,  I  say,  assail  with  its  horrid  freezing  all  of  as 
vhoare  here?  Well,  I  am  not  sure  that  it  shall.  The  Lord  may  come 
before,  with  the  transforming  snnshine  of  His  Advent ;  *  and  it  is  my  prayer 
He  may,  for  I  have  no  lore  of  death.  I  wonld  escapre  from  its  cold  if  I 
eonld,  and  in  my  weariest  honr  of  this  world  1  have  no  desire  to  be  nn- 

*  Dr.  Andenon,  u  is  well  known,  bod  views  on  this  tnbject  diB^rent  Troin  tboie  of 
■Mm  of  bi«  brethren.— Be 
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clothed,  bat  to  be  clothed  apoA  with  oor  house  which  is  from  heaveD.  Bnt 
unless  that  creot,  so  trimnphant  for  the  faithfal,  add  fdll  of  dismay  for  the 
ungodly^  be  speedily  accompliabed,  then  death,  and  that  in  a  short  time,  is 
the  certain  doom  of  every  one  of  ns.  There  is  no  determinate  revolntioo  of 
months,  by  which  we  may  calculate  when  this  winter  shall  set  in.  Whence 
then,  0  worldling,  this  spending  of  thy  days  as  if  thou  wert  sure  of  an  ever- 
lasting Bommer  heraT  When  the  winter  of  death  assails  thee  with  its  frost, 
how  bitterly  thon  shall  denoonce  as  vanity  all  thy  pains  and  teals,  and 
amassing  that  wealth  which  as  a  stiCened  cold  corpse  thou  wilt  be  unable  to 
enjoy  1  I  aak  thy  pai^ont  thy  heirs  will  perhaps  expend  a  Uttle  of  it  on 
adorning  thy  coEGn ;  bat  then  the;  will  consign  thee  to  the  grave,  to  be 
devoured  by  the  worms. 

You  will  pwcdve,  brethren,  that  when  we  thas  limit  our  contemplation  to 
winter,  without  taking  into  consideration  the  subsequent  spring,  our  moral- 
izing is  exceedingly  defective.  With  its  counterpart  the  winter  of  death,  we 
can  rebuke  the  miserly  hoarding  of  wealth,  but  there  is  no  rebuke  in  it  for 
the  man  of  pleasnre.  On  the  contrary,  when  we  are  engaged  in  exposing  the 
folly  of  the  victim  of  avarice,  the  profligate  inight  with  the  greatest  con- 
sistency applaud,  and  say  that  we  are  perfectly  right,  and  commence  his 
licentious  chant,  '  Let  us  eat,  and  drink,  and  be  merfy,  since  to-morrow  we 
must  dia'    ^  Let  Us  eiy'oy  the  summer,  since  the  winter  is  drawing  near.' 

I  therefore  observe,  in  the  second  place,  that  winter  is  a  time  of  hope. 
We  could  not  bear  with  it,  but  for  the  prospect  of  spring,  when  the  eun 
shall  shine  out  so  clearly,  when  the  days  shall  be  so  long,  when  the  flowers 
shall  revive  and  spangle  the  fields^  when  the  trees  shall  resume  their  verdant 
foliage,  when  the  cheerful  birds  are  so  vocal  among  the  branches  and  the 
playful  lambs  so  sportive  on  the  hill-side,  and  when  man  shall  walk  forth 
again  in  his  lordship  amid  fq'oicing  nature.  As  a  Btddent,  I  cannot  deny 
that  winter  has  many  charms  for  me;  but  how  wearied  I  shonid  become  of 
it,  but  for  the  anticipation  of  gfeen  and  budding  April  and  flowery  May  I 
Shall  any  similar  spring  succeed  the  winter  of  deatbt  There  shalL  Bat 
here  the  comparison  fails,  and  in  many  instances  becomes  a  contrast.  When, 
in  the  physical  world,  the  severity  of  winter  is  mitigated  and  made  tolerable 
for  all  by  the  hope  of  spring,  in  the  moral  world  that  severity  is  only 
t^gravated  for  many  by  the  fear  of  the  resnrreetitm.  That  is  the  spring  of 
Ood's  own  year,  the  prospect  of  which  makes  the  winter  of  death  only  the 
more  terrible  for  worldly  and  Ungodly  men.  During  the  winter  of  death 
they  enjoy  comparatively — I  say  comparatively^-only  a  cessation  of  hostilities; 
but  in  the  spring  of  the  resurrection  He  opens  on  them  a  new  campaign  of 
fiery  desolation.  Do  yoQ,  brethren,  all  stand  separate  from  this  miserable 
multitude^  Are  the  fears  of  the  approaching  winter  of  death  soothed  and 
allayed  for  you,  by  the  anticipation  of  the  resurrection  spring  which 
follows  t  To  the  worldly,  the  unbeliering,  and  the  ungodly,  death  is  an 
object  of  unmitigated  terror.  It  iS  a  winter  at  best,  without  a  succeeding 
spring.  This  at  best !  Dreary  prospect,  though  there  were  nothing  worse  I 
Who  of  us  can  brook  the  thought  of  annihilationf  No  more  to  behold  the 
sun,  nor  taste  the  fruits  which  he  has  ripened ;  no  more  to  enjoy  tbe  sweet 
sympathies  of  friendshqi;  no  more  to  sing  the  cheerial  song;  no  more  to 
feel  the  gratifications  of  literature  and  science ;  no  more  to  engage  in  the 
manful  debate;  no  more  to  do  any  good,  and  receive  the  applause  of  mem. 
Ah  I  what  a  system  of  darkness  and  wretchedness  is  that,  which  on  a  com- 
parisou  of  evils  makes  annihilation — a  blotting  of  you  out  of  ezi^nce  for 
ever — an  object  of  desire!    Think  of  a  man  who  might  wish  that  winter 
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Ehonld  last  for  ever,  and  thftt  eternal  frost  shoald  reign  over  creation! 
Pill/  him !  Woald  joa  not  abhor  him  as  the  eaem;  of  jounelf,  of  jcmr 
children  and  friends,  and  of  the  haman  species— nisliing  that  this  earth 
should  be  cursed  with  an  everlasting  winter  T  And  yet  it  wo  old  Dot  bo 
EDrprising  were  we,  on  esamination,  to  Gnd  that  there  is  some  dark-hearted 
cbsrtict«r  present :  there  are  many  snch  in  oar  city, — meh  who  wish  that  the 
winter  of  death  may  be  eternal;  that  ita-snow  and  ice  may  never  be 
thawed ;  and  that  they,  and  yon,  and  yonr  children^  and  all  the  saints,  may 
never  be  vieited  with  snch  a  spring  as  that  which  the  gospel  promisee. 
They  woald  fondly  persuade  themselves,  and  are  fall  of  a  proselytizing 
spirit  to  have  yon  persuaded  also,  that  they  may  have  brethren  of  you  in 
their  degradation,  that  it  is  all  delusion  when  the  pions  mother  solaces 
tier  heart  with  the  hope  of  seeing  again^  and  rejoicing  over,'her  child  iu  hfe 
and  vigour,  whom  the  winter  of  death  has  bdried  under  ita  euows.  No, 
brethren,  we  need  nOt  abhor  them ;  it  is  enough  to  pity  them.  They  cannot 
hurt  us,  so  as  to  excite  onr  anger.  Their  icipotont  wishes  cannot  affect  the 
promises  of  Ood.  Let  us  try  and  learn  tb  ^i'^  them  for  the  desolation  of 
spirit  with  which  they  are  affected.  What  a  frost  is  on  their  sonis,  with  its 
bommbing  influence,  as  when  the  traveller  on  the  Alps  will  beseech  his 
companions  to  pnmit  him  to  lie  down  abd  die  I  Are  these  the  men  who 
charge  Christ's  people  with  being  a  narrow  and  gloOmy-minded  brotherhood, 
when  yet  they  themselves  hold  it  as  one  of;  their  chief  wishes,  that  when 
death  comes  on  them  it  may  be  winter  for  ever,  darkness  and  frost  for  ever ; 
and  that  no  resurrection  spring  may  ever  shine  on  their  graves,  with  its 
reviving  and  gladdening  inflaenceT  Are  these  our  men  of  pleasure,  who 
affect  to  pity  the  saint  for  bis  want  of  it  1  Are  these  yonr  philosophical 
gemnses,  who  affect  to  despise  the  ssint  for  his  illiberal  notions  T  Are  these 
joar  men  of  charity,  who  complain  of  the  bigotry  of  those  who  denounce  the 
wicked,  when  they  themselves  consign  both  saints  and  sinners  to  the  ever- 
iMting  corruption  of  the  grave?  After  all,  are  we  not  warranted  to  xom 
themT  Wealthy^  and  learned^  and  honourable  fOr  office  as  some  of  them 
may  be,  is  it  possible  to  refrain  from  scOming  them  for  their  pride,  and  the 
airs  of  consequence  which  they  assume,  when  they  are  yet  so  ignominious  in 
spirit  as  to  wish  that  there  may  be  no  spring~time  for  their  natures,  bnt  that 
tbs  winter  of  death  may  be  eternal  T  And  yet  let  ns  be  cautions  in  respect 
of  Bcoming.  Are  our  otvn  hearts  right  in  this  matter  T  Let  U3  try  ourselves, 
test  it  Lte  from  some  insufficient  principle  of  sectarian  pride  or  self-interest 
that  we  denounce  othersj  when  we  oTirselves  have  Ho  personal  love  of  the 
truth,  and  refuse  to  submit  our  conduct  to  its  regulation.  Are  all  of  ns 
We,  who  are  communicants,  a  people  who  will  lie  and  meditate  on  their 
beds,  with  hopeful  anticipation  that  the  spring  of  immortality  will  shed  the 
light  and  reviving  heat  of  its  sun  oh  out  graves!  Does  the  thought  of 
tbis  make  the  prospect  of  death  less  fearful  to  ourselves  T  Does  it  reconcile 
ns  to  the  death  of  our  children  and  friends  T  But  especially,  does  the  pro- 
spect of  this  spring,  with  its  effiilgence  and  perennial  bliss,  diminish  our 
attachment  to  the  present  worid  T  I  ask  not  if  it  render  ns  slothful,  or 
prodigal,  or  careless  about  the  comfort  of  our  families.  Bnt  this  I  ask,  if 
it  make  ns  content  though  we  should  be  poor,  and  unconcerned  abont  being 
nisde  rich,  and  free  in  heart  and  hand  for  distributing  what  we  have 
unaEsedi  arguing  with  ourselves  that  it  is  paltry  and  profitless  to  trouble 
ourselves  with  an  attempt  lo  aggrandize  ourselves  in  tiiis  world  of  wintry 
desolation,  since  the  Lord's  own  spring-time  of  the  resurrection  of  the 
just  shall  booo  shine  forth  with  all  its  transcendnit  glory.    If  there  are  no 
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mch  practical  reenlts  of  our  professioD,  if  we  are  jost  like  other  men — 
OS  fretfnl,  and  dieconteated,  and  downcast  in  spirit  under  adversity  and 
bereavement,  and  as  griping;  and  tenacioas  of  wealth, — then  I  wonder  how 
anj  one  of  snch  a  spirit  shonld  preBome  to  censnre  or  sneer  at  the  inlidel 
Wherein  ia  he  himself  better  T  Yea,  in  what  does  be  differ,  unless  it  be  for 
the  worse  —  in  hypocrisy,  or  in  being  tormented  with  an  evil  conscience, 
through  the  resistance  pf  what  his  judgment  incnlcatesT  Brethren,  let  us 
heware  of  holding  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  from  the  winter  of 
death  in  snch  a  manner  as  to  show  either  th(Lt  we  lightly  esteem  it,  or  that 
it  only  distresses  ns,  and  that  we  wonld  feel  onrselves  relieved  of  a  burden 
were  it  satiafactorily  refuted.  Le^  none  of  ns  give  his  so^il  rest  till  he  have 
tanght  it  to  rejoice  in  the  prospect  of  the  Lord'^  coming  again  in  the  clouds 
of  heaven,  with  power  and  great  glory,  to  dissalve  the  ice  of  the  graves  of 
His  people,  and  awaken  them  from  the  wintry  torpor  of  death.  What  con- 
solation there  is  in  the  prospect !  What  drying  of  tears !  What  emancipa- 
tion of  the  spirit  from  the  bondage  of  worldliness  1  What  contempt  of  all 
that  is  threatening !  What  defiance  of  all  that  is  sedi^dng !  What  invigora- 
tion  of  the  soul  for  the  patient  and  energetic  discharge  of  every  dnty,  how- 
soever difScnlt,  to  which  it  may  be  appointed !  Let  ns  assmne,  then,  for 
onr  motto,  '■-  Spring  is  coming ;'  and  it  shall  be  with  great  animation  that  we 
shall  proceed  in  our  journey  of  duty  and  trial. 

Having  discoursed  of  winter  as  a  symbol  of  death,  I  shall  now  lower  the 
strain,  and  speak  of  it  as  the  symbol  of  old  age.  The  darkness,  the  cold, 
the  scanty  labonr,  the  fruit lesaness  of  winter,  succeeding  the  sunshine,  the 
warmth,  the  activity,  thp  fmitfulness  of  spring,  snmmer,  and  antnnin, 
make  it  an  expressive  image  pf  the  last  period  of  man's  earthly  existence — 
when  his  eye  grows  dim,  when  warmth  forsakes  his  vitala,  when  his  joints 
stiffen,  when  his  arms  are  unnerved,  and  when  the  snow  of  age  whitens  his 
locks  1  and  when  ^  corresponding  decay  invades  the  mind  in  a  failnre  of 
memory,  in  weakness  of  judgment,  apd  coldness  of  affection.  Now,  if  old 
age  be  tbe  winter  of  life,  judge  what  is  the  folly  of  those  who  defer  to  this 
season  the  work  of  saving  their  souls  for  eternity !  Who  that  has  any  great 
enterprise  to  execute,  will  defer  it  till  the  short  days,  the  frosts  and  storms  of 
winter?  And  what  more  rational  are  they  who  shall  spend  the  childhood 
of  spring,  the  summer  of  youth,  and  the  antnmn  of  their  manhood  and 
womanhood,  in  carelessness  and  frivolity,  calculating  that  in  old  age  they 
shall  apply  themselves  to  the  work  of  religion?  What  delusion  can  be 
greater  than  thiat  And  notwithstanding  the  frequency  with  which  it  has 
been  exposed,  what  is  there  which  continues  more  needful  of  being  exposed 
i^ain,  and  if  possible  with  greater  earnestness,  than  this  fatal  procrastina- 
tion T  Suppose  it  were  certain  that  tbey  shall  live  till  they  be  old  men, 
instead  of  being  uncertain  that  they  shall  be  spared  another  hour,  much  less 
another  year,  whence  have  deluded  youth  derjved  the  imagination  that  the 
work  of  religion  is  a  task  so  easy,  that  old  age,  with  all  its  infirmities,  is 
adequate  to  its  discharget  What  is  the  account  which  our  Lord  Himself 
gives  of  the  reasons  of  the  condemnations  which  shall  be  pronounced  on  men 
in  the  judgment-day t  'I  was  hungered,  and  ye  gave  me  no  meat;  I  was 
thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  no  drink ;  I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took  me  not  in  t 
naked,  and  ye  clothed  me  not ;  sick,  and  in  prison,  and  ye  visited  me  not ;  for 
inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to  my  disciples,  ye  did  it  not  to  me.'  And  an 
apostle's  description  of  religion  makes  it  comprehend  the  visiting  of  the 
fatherless  and  the  widows  in  their  afBiction.  Is  all  this  active  dnty  capable 
of  being  discbai^ed  by  the  palsied  frame  of  old  age? 
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Bat  snppose,  still,  that  all  reUgion  consisted  in  mental  exercise :  in  old  age, 
are  not  thn  facnlties  of  the  miad  nsnallj  as  mach  impaired,  and  freqaeotly 
more  so,  than  the  energies  of  the  body  T  And  is  the  Bible,  this  large  volnme 
of  mystery,  a  book  which  dotage  may  begin  to  study  snccessfnllyT  And 
are  the  ardent  feelings  of  piety  and  zeal  of  holiness  to  be  left  to  the  period 
of  tbe  heart's  coldness  and  insensibility  T  Have  not  all  others  just  as  good 
a  right  as  yon  have  to  defer  the  wdrkT  And  what  kihd  of  work,  what  kind 
of  a  chnrcb  and  world  we  shoold  have,  were  all  Mt  to  old  men !  All  this 
kiod  of  remonstrance,  how6Ter)  proceeds  On  a  most  deficient  principle.  It 
argues  as  if  a  (iertiun  fixed  qnantity  Of  wOrkwere  prescribed  to  each  person, 
if  he  perform  which  it  will  be  well  for  him, — if  he  peffohn  it  at  whatsoever 
time,  provided  it  be  performed  before  he  die, — as  if  each  one  had  appomtfid 
to  him  a  certain  nilmber  of  prayers  to  b4  mattered  OVer,  and  a  certain  quota 
of  money  tO  be  distributed  in  charity,  which  if  distributed  or  mnttered  over, 
as  when  a  Papist  mnttera  her  Ave  Marias  and  reckons  them  by  her  beads, 
although  it  should  be  done  in  the  last  year  of  life,  shall  suffice  for  aalration. 
Is  thia  the  view  which  either  teason  Or  Scripture  gives  of  the  service  of  God  1 
Oq  the  contrary,  do^  He  not  demand  the  exertions  of  every  period  of  life, 
audthat  to  the  fdll?  In  this  great  moral  husbandry,  spring  is  not  to  work 
for  the  advantage  of  wihtef ;  it  is  to  work  for  itself.  In  like  manner  is 
Gammer  to  work  for  itself ;  and  winter  has  its  own  Work  too ;  abd  all  as 
veil  as  autumn  must  produce  fruit ;  and  strange  though  in  the  metaphor  it 
■oiuids,  yet  in  the  reality  it  is  sober  truthj  that  the  best  and  most  abundant 
froit  is  expected  in  spring  and  summer.  0  my  young  friends,  what  an 
accoantabiUty  is  yoilrs,  when  your  hearts  are  yet  warm  aDd  swCet  in  their 
affections,  and  not  coolBd  and  soured  through  having  been  sent  forth  to  a 
vorld  of  de(;eitfalne3s  and  villany,  and  not  yet  burdened  vrith  the  cares  of 
business  and  faniilies  I  It  fs  mnch  that  Ood  expects  of  yOu :  '  OiVe  me  thine 
heart,'  He  says  to  all,  but  with  special  emphasis  to  yow.  Blit  let  nOt  theur 
seniors  seek  refuge  under  this.  Yon  who  have  delayed  till  manhood,  who 
are  in  the  autumn  of  your  years,  after  a  neglected  spring  and  summer, 
what  time,  what  work  you  have  to  redeem !  And  as  for  yonj  old  men, 
hitherto  nngodly— ^)h,  what  arrears  for  being  made  up  in  winter !  Who  but 
Christ  will  satisfy  your  case  with  His  atoning  blood  f  No  one  bat  He  will 
uiEffer  the  case  of  any  of  us ;  but  the  spirit  of  delusion  in  its  most  concen- 
trated form  can  scarcely  contrive  to  make  out  an  argument  tor  gmir  dispens- 
ing with  Him.  But,  on  the  other  handj  were  any  young  heart,  in  Its  love  of 
3U1  and  worldliness,  and  its  hatred  of  holinasa,  to  plead  with  itself,  and  say,  I 
too  will  toake  Chi'ist  my  refuge  when  I  am  old,  and  may  therefore  indulge 
myself  in  the  years  of  my  youth, — young  man !  I  think  thit  would  be  the 
m  against  the  Holy  Ghost !  It  wduld  be,  nndcr  the  convictions  of  God's 
Spirit,  making  the  sacrifice  Of  Christ  an  apology  tor  committing  sin. 

There  is  just  one  Consideration  mbre  which  I  shall  propose  on  this 
anbject.  TO  defer  religion  to  old  age^  must  ptit  it  out  of  your  power  to 
discharge  many  of  its  most  important  dutiesj  whatever  may  be  the  strength 
of  body  and  vigour  of  mind  which  then  remain.  How  Can  an  old  man,  for 
instance,  exercise  the  great  dnty  of  denying  the  lusts  of  the  flesh,  which  has 
BQch  a  great  heavenly  reward  promised  it,  when  the  excitement  of  his  consti- 
tution has  died  out?  How  can  he  honour  his  parents,  the  command  for 
which  is  so  particularly  sanctioned  with  a  promise,  when  be  has  now  no 
parents  to  honourt  And  if  he  did  not  commence  youi^,  he  will  pass  into  the 
presence  of  the  Judge,  with  two  of  His  special  commands  not  an  iota  of 
wtuch  he  has  obeyed.    It  that  old  man  be  saved,  it  must  only  be  &3  by  fire ; 
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and  even  the  mediation  of  Christ  will  &t^1  in  securing  for  him,  at  best,  on!; 
a  low  station  of  heavenly  honour.  I  find  I  hare  one  consideration  more. 
If  anj  of  yOD  ever  saw  it,  I,  at  least,  have  never  yet  seen  the  case  of  an  old 
man  learning  to  be  religions  who  was  theretofore  careless  and  nnprincipled. 
Besides  the  hardening  power  of  habit,  there  is  the  withdrawment  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  from  pleading  with  a  heart  which  has  long  resisted  His  solici- 
tations. Let  the  procrastinator  reflect  for  what  he  perils  his  eternal  interests, 
and  what  a  reflection  he  casts  on  God's  command,  as  something  tiie  obserr- 
ance  of  which  he  says  he  mil  defer  as  long  as  possible  I 

Bnt  let  OS  also  reflect,  brethren,  at  once  f<(r  our  comfort  and  having  oar 
miods  impressed  with  their  responsibility,  that  the  natural  winter  is,  in 
many  respects,  the  season  when  the  spiritnal  snmmer  shines  brightest.  It  is 
so  intetUctftally,  when,  by  the  cold,  and  the  storm,  and  the  darkness  having 
been  exclnded  from  wandering  in  the  sanny  fields  of  nature  with,  compsra- 
tively  nnezercised  minds,  there  shines  continnoqsly  and  brightly  the  summer 
light  of  the  Ubrary,  the  lecture-room,  and  class  for  mntaal  improvement. 
When  excluded  from  intercourse  with  flowers,  and  streams,  and  mountiune, 
we  enjoy  better  the  summer  heat  of  social  intercourse ;  and  what  season  is 
better  than  winter  tor  the  snmmer  work  of  that  special  Christian  grace,  the 
grace  of  chanty,  in  helpmg  the  hangry  and  the  naked  T  For  caltivating  the 
intellect,  caltivating  the  social  affections,  and  exercising  the  best  of  graces, 
the  winter  is  midsommer  for  the  Christian. 

.  In  conclusion,  let  me  express  my  wish,  brethren,  that  when  we  are  half- 
way over  with  th*  winter  of  nature,  we  may  be  ali  half-way  over,  and,  in  the 
ease  of  many  of  as,  a  great  deal  further  than  half-way,  with  the  winter  of 
sorrow  and  distress.  I  say  I  vnsh  that :  I  cannot  say  that  eTen  nnder  the 
grace  of  God  I  expect  it ;  for,  according  to  the  compion  course  of  His  dis- 
ciplinary providence,  even  he  or  she  among  us  who  has  hitherto  snffered 
most,  may  yet  be  visited  with  wintry  weather,  darken,  colder,  and  stormier 
than  ever,  in  respect  of  painful  disease,  loss  of  means,  and  relative  afflictions 
of  varions  name.  When  I  say  so  even  of  those  advanced  in  life,  how  shall 
I  say  of  any  yonng  person  present,  that  I  hope  or  expect  that  the  winter  of 
his  or  her  worldly  sorrows  ia  half  overpastt  For  old  and  young,  for  those 
who  have  snffered  less  or  those  who  have  suffered  more,  the  advice  of 
wisdom  is,  that  we  advance  towards  the  tropics  of  that  spiritnal  world  where 
it  is  perenni^  summer^  and  where  the  light  and  heat  of  the  Son  of  Rigbt- 
eonsnesB  will  mit^ate  or  nentralize  the  darkness  and  cold  of  the  winter  of 
these  afflictive  providences. 

Bat  when  I  may  npt  express  my  expectation,  and  only  my  wish,  that  the 
winter  of  the  sorrows  of  us  all  may,  like  the  natural  winter,  be  half-way  over, 
should  I  not  express  my  hope  that  the  dark  dreary  winter  of  oar  sin  is  half- 
way overt  Half-way  over !  Is  that  aU  my  hope  T  Ko,  not  for  all  of  yon. 
I  have  good  hope  o^  not  a  few  of  you,  that  they  have  made  a  great  advance 
towards  the  tropics.  But  I  would  that  I  could  express  my  hope  of  all,  that 
even  one-halt  of  their  winter  of  sin  ia  past  I 

To  all  the  admonition  is,  that  as  the  natural  yea;  is  taming  roand  to 
summer,  so  let  oar  souls  turn  to  the  Snn  of  Righteousness,  and  follow  Him, 
yea,  rise  towards  Him  nearer  and  nearer,  till  they  enjoy  the  unclouded  snmmer 
of  the  radiance  of  His  holiness,  reflecting  in  our  diaracters  the  light  of  all 
His  divine  virtaes. 
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DR.  CANDHSffS  MEMORIAL  YOLUME. 

BT  TBB  EDITOB. 

Tiiia  Tolnme  consists  of  eighteen  Bermons,  preaohed  at  varioQS  periods  of 
Dr.  Candlisfa's  mintstr;,  and  a  short  prefatory  Memoir.  The  writer  of  the 
MenuHr  obserrea :  '  It  has  been  thonght  veil  to  fornix  in  this  brief  form 
the  outstandjttg  facts  of  Dr.  CandliBb's  life.  Such  a  biography  as  many 
friends  have  expressed  tbeir  wish  to  have,  must  necessarily  be  a  work  of 
time  and  mnch  care.  Meanwhile  it  is  hoped  that  the  present  collection  of 
sermons,  with  this  brief  biographical  sl^etch,  will  form  an  acceptable  memorial 
volame.' 

Our  only  abjection  to  the  sketch  {a  (hat  ;t  ia  too  slight  and  brief.  It 
was  impossible,  indeed,  within  so  short  a  space  as  has  elapsed  siDce  Dr. 
CEindiish's  death,  to  have  famished  anything  very  elaborate,  and  it  was  well 
not  to  atf^mpt  it.  Still,  without  inTolving  a  yast  amonnt  of  laboar,  or  at  all 
nndnly  trenching  on  the  ground  to  be  occupied  by  the  promised  rolnmes,  we 
m^ht  hare  had  something  more  than  the  interesting  but  stiU  rather  bald 
ttnd  me^re  array  of  dates  and  facts  that  is  here  set  forth.  Snch  as  it  is, 
howeTer,  with  the  remarkable  sermons  which  it  introduces,  it  will  be  very 
acceptable  to  the  numerous  friends  and  admirers  of  the  distinguished  divine 
whom  it  commemorates.  The  life  of  Dr.  Candlish  was  one  of  great  and 
varied  and  most  influential  activity.  The  ground  over  which  the  writers  of 
it  will  have  to  travel,  has  recently  been  gone  over  in  many  forms.  Not  to 
speak  of  Dr.  Buchanan's  Ten  Years'  Cor^ict,  we  had,  a  quarter  of  a  centnry 
ago.  Dr.  Chalmers'  Life,  and  only  the  other  day  the  first  instalment  of  Dr. 
Onthrie'^  And,  between  these,  we  have  bad  the  Uvea  of  many  prominent 
mea  with  whom  in  work  and  warfare  Dr.  Candlish  was  indissolnbly  aasoei- 
ated.  Yet  there  is  room  for  mnch  to  be  said  of  Dr,  Candlish.  In  some 
respects  Dr.  Chalmers  bulked  more  largely,  but  no  man  has  been  so  great  a 
power  in  his  denomination  for  a  lengthened  period,  or  been  more  identified 
with  (he  inner  springs  and  outward  course  oi  all  its  movements,  than  the 
minister  of  St.  George's.  His  lite  is  the  history  of  the  Free  Church  of 
Scotland. 

From  the  volnme  before  us  we  leam  that  Dr.  Candlish  was  born  in  Edin- 
burgh on  the  23d  of  March  1806.  His  father — a  teacher  of  medicine — 
djiag  only  a  few  weeks  after  Wa  hjrth,  his  widowed  mother  removed  to 
Glasgow  with  hw  family,  aonslsting  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  At  the 
early  age  of  twelye  he  entered  Glasgow  College,  At  that  time  Dr.  Chalmers 
waa  in  all  the  splendour  of  his  power  and  popularity.  Edward  Irving  was 
bia  assistant,  preaching  to  almost  empty  pews,  but  much  appreciated  by  a 
few  discerning  spirits,  of  whom  oiir  young  sti(dent  was  one,  who  waited 
continually  and  admiringly  on  his  ministry.  Not  that  he  undervalued  Chal- 
mers; and  it  is  interesting  to  think  of  tne  youthful  student  and  the  great 
preacher  stAuding  to  each  other  in  the  relation  in  which  they  then  stood — 
ihe  eloquent  preacher  and  admiring  hearer  personally  unknown,  and  yet 
destined  to  act  together  so  prominent  a  part  in  their  country's  history. 

Dr.  Candlish,  like  most  of  our  Scottish  students,  had  a  double  work  to  do 
~U)  teach  as  well  as  leam,  '  He  was  largely  employed  in  private  teaching, 
and  sometimes  as  much  as  eight  or  ten  hours  a  day  in  addition  to  his 
Btadiea.'  Work  like  this,  only  too  common,  tries  even  a  Herculean  frame, 
and,  alas,  shatters  one  of  ordinary  monid ;  and  hence  many  are  physically 
unfitted  at  the  very  outset  for  the  arduous  work  that  hes  before  them.    In 
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these  early  daya  Dr.  Candlisb  had  Bome  experience  of  life  on  the  other  dde 
of  the  border.  'In  182$  he  went  with  Str  Hngh  Home  Campbell,  as 
private  tntor,  to  Eton  College,  where  he  remaloed  till  1829.'  He  was 
licensed  aa  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  by  th^  Pr^bTtery  of  Glasgow,  6th 
August  1828,  during  one  of  his  racations. 

Hia  es^rience  as  a  probationer  was  not  exactly  that  of  Dr.  Outhrie,  yet 
it  is  remarkable  that  neither  of  these  great  preachers,  on  whose  lips  in  tb«r 
riper  years  hung  admiring  thonaanda,  and  niiose  services  %very  chnrch 
would  have  been  only  too  happy  to  secure,  was  immediately  anccesaful  in  the 
ministerial  career.  Dr.  Gnthrie  wearily  waited  for  a.  charge  for  fire  years, 
and  Dr.  Candlish  was  employed  for  aboat  the  same  period  as  aseistant,  first 
in  Glasgow,  and  then  in  Bonhill.  He  also  suffered  from  the  hope  deferred 
that  maketh  the  heart  sicli.  'So  little  prospect  did  there  seem  of  his 
obtaining  what  was  then  the  utmost  aim  of  his  ambition,  some  small  conutry 
charge  as  an  ordained  minister,  that  he  serionaly  contemplated  going  ont  to 
the  colonies,  and  actually  oSered  himself  for  work  in  Canada.'  Bat  God 
had  work  for  him  to  do  at  htime.  Appreciation  of  his  powers  came  surely, 
though  slowly.  He  was  asked  to  become  minister  of  Regent  Square 
Chnrch,  London, — a  cfanrdi  which  has  had  sa  its  ministera  Edward  Irving 
and  James  Hamilton;  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  preacher  of  great 
gifts,  whom  Dr.  Candlish  much  loved,  and  who  was  associated  with  him  in  the 
miolstry  in  Edinburgh,  now  occupies  that  pulpit,  from  which  ao  many  wos- 
derfnl  sermons  most  have  been  given.  It  was,  however,  ib  the  Scottisb 
metropolis  that  Dr.  Candhsh  was  to  minister,  and  in  the  summer  of  1834  be 
was  ordained  to  the  charge  of  St.  Geoi^e's,  made  famous  by  the  redoubtable 
Dr.  Andrew  Thomson.  Here  he  laboured  earnestly  and  Bdecessfully,— 
enlarging  his  borders,  so  that  a  new  congregation,  that  of  St.  Lake's,  was 
formed. 

In  1889  he  made  his  first  noticeable  appearance  in  a  place  in  which  hs 
was  destined  ao  greatly  to  shine,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Chnrch  of  Scot- 
land. His  speech  was  in  connection  with  the  much  vexed  Auchterarder  case, 
'and  it  waa  more  especially  called  forth  by  a  motion  made  by  Dr.  Muir, 
attempting  a  aort  of  middle  course  or  compromise  between  the  two  opposii^ 
principles.  "  The  objections  to  the  acheme  were  stated,"  says  Dr.  Bnchanan, 
"  and  argued  with  singular  felicity  and  force-,  by  one  who  was  destined  from 
that  day  forward  to  exert  perhaps  a  greater  iii^aence  than  any  other  single 
individual  in  the  Chnrch,  npon  the  conduct  and  issue  of  this  eventful  contro- 
versy. The  reputation  of  Mr.  Candlish  as  a  preacher  was  already  well 
known.  His  extraordinary  talents  in  debate,  and  his  rare  capacity  for  busi- 
ness, not  hitherto  having  had  any  occasion  to  call  them  forth,  were  as  yet 
nndiscovered  by  the  public,  probably  undiscovered  even  by  himself.  They 
seemed,  however,  to  have  needed  no  process  of  training  to  bring  them  to 
maturity.  The  very  first  effort  found  him  abreast  of  the  most  practised  and 
powerful  orators,  and  as  much  at  home  in  the  man^ement  of  aSairs  as 
those  who  had  made  this  the  study  of  their  life.  There  was  a  glorious 
battle  to  fight  and  a  great  work  to  do  on  the  arena  of  the  Chnrch  of  Scot- 
land, and  in  him  aa  well  as  in  others,  evidently  raised  np  for  the  emergency, 
the  Lord  had  His  fitting  instruments  prepared.'" 

Dr.  Candlish'a  motion,  at  a  Commiaaion  of  Assembly  in  December  1839, 
for  the  suspension  of  seven  ministera  of  the  Strathbogie  Presbytery,  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  121  to  14.  He,  vrith  Dr.  Cunningham  and  others, 
waa  sent  dovm  to  intimate  the  snspension,  bnt  found  the  church  doors 
legalli/  closed  against  them.    '  Accordingly  it  was  in  the  open  air  ttkat  Mr. 
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Candliah  preached  at  Hnntly,  and  other  miniHters  in  the  other  parishes, 
intimatiDg  the  snspension  of  ^e  ministers,  and  Bnppljing  ordisanceg  to  thar 
people.'  In  connection  with  this  he  was  subjected  to  a  kind  of  persecution 
which  excites  one's  indignation.  It  is  thns  narrated :  '  By  the  recommen- 
dation of  a  RiOyal  Commission  the  Qorernment  had  resolred  to  institate  a 
Chair  of  Biblical  Criticisra  iu  the  University  ot  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  Candlish 
was  nominated  as  its  first  occnpant.  The  appointment  was  alt  bat  com- 
pleted, when  Lord  Aberdeen  made  a  violent  attack  on  him  in  the  House  oE 
Lords,  alleging  that  be  had  violated  the  law  by  preaching  at  Hnntly  about 
a  fortnight  before;  and,  in  conseqnence  of  this,  Lord  Nonnanby,  the  Home 
Secretary,  cancelled  the  appointment.' 

The  result  of  the  conflict  into  which  Dr.  Candlish  thus  threw  himself 
heart  and  sonl,  and  at  all  risks,  is  well  known ;  and  of  the  474  ministers 
whose  noble  sacrifice  to  the  claims  of  conscience  made  even  a  Lord  of  the 
Conrt  of  Session  for  the  moment  an  enthusiast,  and  led  him  to  exclaim  he 
was  prond  of  his  conntry,  none  were  more  deeply  stirred  or  firmly  resolnle 
than  he. 

Sr.  Candlish  was  appointed^  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Chalmers,  to  fill  the 
vacant  Chair  of  Theology  in  the  Kew  College.  But  Mr.  Stewart  of 
Cromarty,  who  had  been  elected  minister  of  St  George's  in  bis  stead,  being 
suddenly  taken  away  before  his  induction,  Dr.  Candlish  resigned  his  Pio- 
fessorship ;  and  thoagh,  on  the  removal  of  Dr.  Cunningham,  he  was  made 
Principal,  he  always  remained  minister  over  a  congregation  which  was  ' 
bound  to  him  by  ties  of  strongest  affection. 

'He  continued  to  lead  his  people  in  activn  Christian  work,  and  besides, the 
home  mission  work  which  was  constantly  carried  on  in  the  original  parish  of 
St.  George's,  the  territorial  missionary  congregations  of  Fountainbridge 
(out  of  which  grew  the  Barclay  and  Yiewforth  Churches)  and  Rosebom  were 
originated  and  fosteted  into  strength  and  rigour  under  his  care.  TTjh 
labours  in  the  general  administration  <tf  the  Church's  business  it  is  not 
possible  even  to  enumerate  here,  mnch  less  to  describe.  He  always  took  a 
peculiar  and  warm  interest  in  the  more  directly  spiritual  part  Of  the  Church's 
work,  sDch  as  the  promotion  of  vital  religion,  evangelistic  labours  in  onr 
own  country,  and  missions  to  the  Jews  and  heathen  abroad.' 

How  much  was  compressed  within  that  single  life  !  Besides  his  labonrB 
as  a  preacher  and  pastor  of  a  large  and  intelligent  congregation,  and  as  a 
leader  in  the  courts  of  the  Church,  he  published  many  works  of  rarions 
kinds  and  degrees  of  merit — practical  and  speculative.  He  took  a  pro- 
minent, earnest,  and  influential  part  in  the  negotiations  for  union  among  the 
various  unendowed  Chnrcfaes,  and  gave  to  its  advancement  mnch  wise 
counsel  in  committee  meetings  and  many  an  eloquent  speech  in  the 
Assembly ;  and  in  his  last  speech  on  the  subject,  when  teilnre  for  the  time 
had  to  be  confessed,  it  was  seen  by  all  how  greatly  he  was  grieved.  What 
wonder  that  he  should  begin  to  sink  under  the  accumulated  and  ever-accumu- 
lating load,  even  though  it  was  lessened  by  bis  obtaining  such  able  assistance 
as  that  of  Dr.  Dykes,  and  latterly  of  Mr.  Whyte  T  And  so  the  end  came, 
sooner  than  otherwise  it  might  have  done.  But  it  found  him  fully  prepared. 
'  He  gave  his  last  directions  with  his  wonted  exactness  and  perfect  com- 
posure ;  he  was  cheerful  and  happy,  and  took  an  interest  in  passing  events 
to  the  last;  he  was  affectionately  mindful  of  all  his  friends  present  and 
absent,  and  bade  a  loving  farewell  to  those  he  was  able  to  see.  He  delighted 
to  hear  bis  favourite  texts  and  hymns,  those  most  foil  of  Christ ;  and  without 
either  great  exaltation  or  depression,  but  'knowing  whom  he  had  believed,' 
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he  caltnl;  waited  for  the  ead,  and  peacefnllj  feQ  asleep  jnst  before  midnight 
OD  Sabbath,  October  19th.' 

The  sennonfl  which  this  Meaioir  introdoces  are  of  rare  exceDaice.  No 
one  can  read  them  withoot  being  impressed  with  the  dngnlar  subtlety  and 
graep  of  thought  and  power  of  expression  whioh  thej  display.  The  thedogy 
they  set  forth  is  the  old  theology,  that  of  John  Galrio, — not  indeed  in  its 
highest  ranges,  but  in  its  milder  aspects.  Still  it  is  distinctly  and  consistently 
Calrinistic.  Theology  has  two  aspects— one  towards  Ood,  another  towards 
man.  The  one  more  especially  recognises  the  claims  of  Qod  ;  the  other,  the 
needs  of  men.  A  perfect  theologian  wonld  of  conrse  combine  these  two 
perfectly  j  for  they  are  in  no  way  antagonistic.  How  wry  horrible  and 
Dtterly  snicidal  the  doctrme  of  those  d)yines  that  say  if  it  were  for  the 
greater  glory  of  Hod  that  we  should  be  damned  eternally,  we  ought  to  be 
willing  to  be  so  {  Ood^  glory  and  onr  true  interest  are  identical,  and  shoold 
never  in  thonght,  even  for  an  instant,  be  separated  in  any  degree.  Still, 
without  going  to  violent  extremes,  there  always  have  been  those  who  have 
been  more  attracted  towards  the  one  than  towards  the  other.  Jonathan 
Edwards  has  been  cited  as  an  example  of  the  former ;  John  Foster,  of  the 
latt».  Now  Dr.  Candlish's  theology  is  certainly  more  that  of  Edwards 
than  that  of  Foster,  and  his  mode  of  treatment  is  that  which  seeks  to  set 
forth  the  doctrines  of  Scripture  rather  than  educe  the  reqau-ements  of  man. 
And  so  the  discoarses,  like  all  discoorses  of  power,  will  have  those  who  read 
tbem  admiringly,  and  those — not  a  few  in  these  days— who  will  pertiaps  fail 
to  do  anything  like  justice  to  them.  We  scarcely  expect  the  Tolame  to 
become  a  favourite  with  what  is  called  the  Broad  School  of  theology ;  bat  it 
will  have  many  appreciative  readers,  and  especially  by  those  who  had  the 
privilege  of  sitting  nnder  its  author's  ministry  will  it  be  pernsed  with  tender 
and  pensive  recollections.  By  means  of  it,  '  being  dead,  he  yet  speaketh  to 
them.'  And  memory  and  imagination  will  enable  them  to  recall  and.  place 
before  them  the  fervid  and  powerfnl  utterances  of  him  who  so  often  thrilled 
them,  bat  whom  they  will  see  in  the  fiesh  no  more. 

Our  space  forbids  extracts.  W«  cannot,  howerep,  deny  ourselves  the 
pleasure  of  cjuoting  the  introduction  to  a  sermon  of  great  eloquence  on 
'  The  Man  Christ  Jesus,'  throughout  the  whole  of  which  tho  more  genial  and 
human  aspects  of  our  religion  are  very  winningly  set  forth.  In  the  follow- 
ing passage  it  will  be  seen  that  a  very  important  doctrine,  with  its  relative 
duty,  is  finely  and  felicitously  described: — 'There  most  be  some  reason  for 
the  emphatic  nse  here  of  the  word  '•'  man,"  or  the  expression  "  the  man."  It 
does  not  indeed  give  any  countenance  to  the  opinion  that  Jesus  Christ  the 
Mediator  is  a  mere  man.  On  the  contrary,  it  saggests  a  presamption  at 
least,  if  not  a  proof,  gainst  that  opinion.  The  very  isolation  of  our  Lord 
as  "  the  Man  " — the  stress  Itud  in  so  studied  and  maJ^ed  a  way  on  His  man- 
hood— is  fitted  to  convey  the  impresmon  of  His  being  something  else  and 
something  more  than  man.  And  the  real  explanation  of  the  importance 
which  Panl  manifestly  attaches  to  His  hnmanity,  in  connection  with  the  sub- 
ject about  which  he  is  writing,  uneqnivocally  shuts  oat  the  use  which  somfe 
champions  of  the  doctrine  of  His  mere  humanity  have  been  accustomed  to 
make  of  this  their  favourite  and  often-vaunted  text. 

'  The  explanation  is  to  be  sought  and  found  in  the  context  The  apostle  is 
enforcing  the  duty  of  intercessory  prayer.  Especially  he  oiges  the  obliga- 
tion lying  on  believers  to  make  their  intercessory  prayers  all-embracing,  atl- 
comprehenaive.  You  are  to  pray  for  others.  You  are  to  pray  for  all  men 
withont  distinction,  without  respect  of  persons.     You  are  to  pray  for  kings 
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And  for  all  that  are  in  anthoHty.  Them  are  singled  ont  and  specified  for 
a  very  obvioaB  cause.  They  may  be,  they  often  are,  as  at  the  lime  then  . 
present  they  were,  the  enemies  of  Christ ;  blaepbemers  of  His  name ;  perse- 
cntors  of  His  Charch.  On  that,  or  on  other  gronnds,  they  may  seem  to  be 
beyond  the  reach  and  range  of  that  sympathy  which  onght  to  prompt  inter- 
ceesory  prayer,  and  withoat  which  sach  prayer  can  scarcely  have  any  siD- 
cerity,  any  earnestness,  any  warmth  of  heart. 

'  To  meet  this  narrow  feeling  of  nature,  Fanl  brings  forward  the  large  and 
wide  sweep  of  grace.  To  pray  for  all,  even  for  those  that  are  most  hostile 
or  most  alien,  is  good  and  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  Orod  oar  Savionr.  It 
may  well  be  so,  it  most  be  so;  for  it  is  in  accordance  with  His  mind  and 
will  as  Savionr.  He  is  oar  Sarionr,  it  ia  true,  bqt  not  oora  only.  He  will 
have  all  men — His  greatest  enemies,  the  most  outcast  prodigab  not  ex- 
cepted—He  will  hare  all  men  to  be  saved  and  to  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  tmth.  If  there  are  any  for  whom  we  cannat  pray  directly  oat  of 
sympathy  with  them,  we  can  pray  for  them  out  of  sympathy  with  the  Lord, 
who  is  oar  Savionr,  and  who  is  willing  also  to  be  theirs.  We  may  have  no 
particalar  or  personal  interest  in  them.  But  we  know  the  interest  which  the 
Lord  onr  Savionr  feels  in  them ;  and  if  we  love  Him  B.e  the  Lord  onr  Savionr, 
and  enter  into  His  heart,  and  comply  with  His  desire,  we  will  pray  for 
them,  for  all  of  them,  with  an  intensity  proportioned  to  tie  measure  of  onr 
filial  likeness  in  Him  to  onr  Father  in  heaven, 

'  All  the  rather  will  we  pray  for  them  all,  when  we  bear  in  mind  that  they 
and  we  are  all  one.  Tea!  all  are  one,  they  and  we  are  one;  inasmnch  as 
there  is  one  0od  for  all,  one  Mediator  for  all,  one  Saviour  for  all.  There 
are  not  many  gods,  so  that  one  might  belong  to  one  god  and  some  to 
another.  There  are  not  many  mediators,  muiy  captains  of  salvation,  under 
whose  separate  banners  men  might  rank  themselves  at  pleasure.  There  are 
not  many  ransoms,  with  blood  of  varioos  hnes  to  meet  varieties  of  taste 
among  the  sprinkled  worshippers.  Tbere  is  bat  one  God,  to  whom  all  belong. 
There  is  bnt  one  Mediator,  one  only  name  nnder  heaven  given  among  men 
whereby  all  most  be  saved.  There  is  bnt  ope  ransom,  one  Lamb  of  God 
that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world. 

'  One  God  for  ftU,  one  Mediator  for  all,  one  ransom  for  alL  And  the 
ransom,  the  Mediator,  Christ  Jesos,  is  "  The  Mam."  Not  a  man  of  a  parti- 
calar coloar,  whether  fair  or  dark,  or  of  Ethiopian  dye.  Not  a  man  of  a 
particnlar  race,  Jew  or  Gentile;  of  Shem,  of  Japhet,  or  of  Ham.  Not  a 
man  of  a  particular  class  or  rank,  whethe;  of  royal  ancestry  or  ot  lineage 
proper  to  his  b(r-th  in  the  stable  of  an  inn.  Not  a  man  of  a  particnlar 
temperament,  whether  sanguine  or  morose,  grave  or  gay.  Not  a  man  of  a 
particalar  history,  walking  in  a  path  apart.  He  is  "the  Man  Christ  Jesus ;" 
everywhere,  always,  to  every  one,  the  same— the  Man.  Therefore  they  who 
love  Him,  the  Man  Christ  Jeens,  may  well  be  exhorted  to  pray  for  all  men. 

' "  The  Man  Chuibt  Jksds." — ^The  very  absence  of  all  qualifying  epithets 
makes  the  designation  uniqae  and  soleom.    There  is  a  miyesty  about  it  which 
inspires  awe.    There  is  a  grace  in  it  which  wms  love.    It  is  not  the  holy 
man,  the  righteous  man,  the  gracious  man.    It  is  not  the  man  approved  of 
Ood,  who  went  about  doing  good.    It  is  not  even  the  man  of  sorrows.    It 
is  simply  the  "Man  Christ  Jesns."  ......  Oh!  it  is  a  blessed  thing  to 

know  that  Jesns  Christ  is  the  man.  The  man  for  yoo,  brother,  whoever  yoa 
are ;  and  the  man  also,  I  thank  God,  for  me.  The  man  for  lie  strong,  the 
man  for  the  weak.  ,The  mem  for  kings ;  for  what  king  was  ev»  so  kingly  aa 
the  Man  Christ  Jesus t     The  man  for  heroes;  for  who  bo  heroic  as  the  Man 
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Christ  Jesaat  The  man  for  jott  who  toil  in  the  carpenter'B  shop,  in  the  like 
of  which,  once,  He  toilbd  like  you — th6  Man  Chriat  Jesns.  The  man  for  yon 
who  lie  groaning  beside  that  fresh  grave;  for  what  heart  bo  tender  as  the 
heart  of  Him  who  wept  at  Bethany  T — the  Man  Christ  Jesua.  The  man  tor 
yon  whose  sin  ia  ever  before  jou ;  for  whom  did  sin  ever  grieve  or  vex,  aa  in 
the  agony  of  His  bloody  sweat,  it  wonnded^  in  the  garden-,  the  Man  Christ 
Jeans  V 

It  was  oar  privilege  to  hear  Dr.  Candiish  speak  On  tari6as  important 
occasions,  and  in  varioas  capacitiea.  Some  twenty  years  ago,  the  snbject 
of  Sabbath  Observance  wfts  tQdch  agitating  the  pnblic  mind.  A  great 
meeting  in  favour  of  it  was  held  in  the  Mnaic  HalL  There  were,  however, 
fiercely  opposing  foes  as  well  as  enthnsiastic  friends.  The  meeting  waa  in  a 
most  excited  state  even  before  the  speakers  made  their  appearance.  Among 
these  were  Dra.  Cnoningbam  and  Candiish ;  and  they  were  eqnal  to  the 
occasion.  '  First  make  it  heavy,  then  make  it  hoti'  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher  used 
to  say  to  pnblic  speakers.  7A«y  were  both  heavy  and  hot,  bat  Candiish 
was  the  hottest.  In  bis  passionate  eagernesa  and  scathing  scorn,  he  was  an 
object  of  intense  intent.  And  how  be  battled  with  that  '  fierce  democracy, 
and  conquered,  by  the  combined  force  of  pasaion,  and  will,  and  intellect,  all 
at  their  highest  I  It  was  one  of  these  occasions  when  by  reason  of  intense 
passion  on  the  part  of  a  vast  andieuce  and  supreme  power  on  the  part  of  a 
great  apeaker,  yon  get  revelationa  of  the  deeper  aspects  of  onr  manifold  and 
mysterions  natnre, — occasiona  only  of  rare  occurrence,  bat  which  stu*  you 
strangely  at  the  time,  and  dwell  in  the  memory  for  ever. 

Sometimes,  in  student  days,  we  fonad  our  way  to  Free  St.  Qeoi^e's.  Dr. 
Candiish  then  occasionally  preached  sermons  which  do  not  appear  to  be 
represented  in  the  present  volume.  Some  of  the  speculative  aspects  of  life 
and  doctrine  evidently  had  for  him,  as  they  have  for  all  thoughtful  men,  a 
kind  of  fa:scinatit)n ;  and  when  these  formed  the  theme  of  discourse,  it  was 
difficult  to  fullow,  perhaps  from  his  trying  to  reach  conclusions  which  it  is 
not  given  to  the  human  mind  to  grasp.  Then,  again,  even  in  less  speculative 
discourses  there  was  a  subtle,  sinuous  wiudiug  of  thobght ;  a  laying  dovm  of 
propositions  at  a  distance  from  the  conclusiona,  and  a  redarguing  back  and 
forward,  that  tasked  your  powers  of  attention  to  the  utmost.  Perhaps  his 
lectures  on  the  50th  Psalm,  published  in  some  late  nnmbers  of  the  Sunday 
Magatine,  are  examples  of  thla.  A  worthy  couple  belonging  to  the  plainer 
part  of  the  congregation,  on  retiring  after  snch  a  discourse,  remarked  with 
a  puzzled  air, '  The  Doctor  has  been  unco'  deep  the  day.' 

But  generally  it  was  otherwise.  His  enforcement  of  duty  was  unmistake- 
able  and  impressive.  He  had,  e^.,  a  sermon  '  On  Resisting  the  Devil,'  of 
singular  practical  povrer.  With  him  the  Evil  One  was  no  abstract  principle, 
but  a  very  real  person  j  neither  did  he  allow,  with  Dr.  William  Anderson,  that 
Satan  '■  had  still  some  remaining  sense  of  dignity,'  but  regarded  him  as  the 
unmixed  embodiment  Of  unmitigated  evil.  And  he  entered  the  lists  and 
strove  with  him  fiercely,  and  urged  his  hearers  to  fight  even  unto  the  death, 
against  one  who  was  incapable  of  ruth  or  shame.  At  the  close,  a  friend 
remarked  '  that  certainly  the  devil  had  got  his  due  for  once.' 

The  last  tune  we  heard  him  waa  when  he  was  closing  the  session  of  the 
New  College.  The  aabject  Of  hia  address  was  '  Preaching.'  As  he  advanced 
be  urged  on  the  students  the  great  advantages  of  preaching  without  the  paper. 
Tbia  waa  distasteful  to  part  of  hia  audience,  and  they  gave  marked  and 
repeated  signs  of  disagreement.  Up  to  this  point  he  had  been  speaking  very 
gently,  with  a  quiet  dignity  and  sense  of  unasserted  power.    But  now  the 


""^Tm"?*'^     memoir  of  the  late  bet.  DH,  PATBH80N.  61 

former  fire  waa  stirred,  sod  he  impetDonsly  exclaimed, '  What  I  jou  may  say 
I  une  the  paper  myself  t  I  can  preach  both  ways.  And  I  asanre  yon  cir- 
cumstances may  arise  in  which  yon  will  be  comparatively  powerless  if  yon 
are  the  slaves  of  the  paper.  In  Dismption  times,  when  we  preached  in 
barns  by  the  feeble  light  of  a  candle,  or  in  twilight  on  the  moors,  of  what 
serrice  would  have  been  onr  notes  f  And  so  the  noise  was  stilled,  and  bis 
hearers,  with  the  generosity  of  yonth,  immediately  forgot  their  prejadices, 
and  listened  admiringly  to  the  old  man  eloqaent  as  he  discoursed  of  the 
deeds  of  other  days. 

We  saw  him  for  the  last  time  in  Prinoea  Street  in  the  beginning  of  summer. 
He  was  looking  very  worn  and  weary,  ai|d  leaning  heavily  on  the  arm  of  a 
friend.  It  was  evident  that  he  needed  rest ;  and  it  was  near — a  better  rest 
than  earth  can  gi7e — the  blessed  T^st  that  remaineth  tq  the  people  of  God. 
With  the  fading  teaf  he  passed  tranquilly  away.  And,  as  on  that  bright 
October  day,  many  hnndreds  of  heartfelt  moorners,  am;d  thousands  of  sym- 
pathising spectators,  followed  him  to  his  grave,  it  was  felt  that  a  man  of  rare 
powers  and  inflaqnce  had,  with  some  dae  measure  of  recognition  by  his 
fellow-men,  left  ns  to  receive  the  welcome  and  well  done  of  the  Master,  whom 
be  had  so  long  and  so  nobly  served.  And  then,  too,  it  was  acknowledged 
tliat  not  only  had  he  lately  monlded  onr  nation's  history,  but  had  also 
tonched  its  heart. 
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BY  REV.  DA^ID  YOUNG,  D.D.,  GLASGOW. 

Toe  title  '  Bishop  of  Ockney '  is  not  uoluiown  in  the  ecoleaiaatical  and  political 
liiatoiy  of  Scotland.  The  prelate  who  bore  the  name  ii^  tbe  days  of  Mary  Stuart 
a  especially  memorable  for  the  part  he  played  in  the  drama  of  which  the  heroins 
vH  that  greatly  injured,  eyen  if  greatly  smning  Queep.  It  may  be  questioned, 
bowever,  whether  any  Orcadian  dignitary  of  former  times  ever  used  the  office 
of  a  bishop  so  honomrably  and  bo  well  as  the  eminent  PTeabyterian  minister 
■  hose  memoir  is  now  before  us.  He  was  often  pleasantly  epoken  of  among  bis 
friends  as  the 'Bishop  of  Orkney;'  but  there  was  more  than  pleasantry  in  the  use  of 
the  designation.  In  so  describing  him,  the  lofty  character  and  widespread  influence 
of  the  man  were  admiriDgly  acknowledged.  His  function  in  Orkney  was  felt  to  he 
episcopal  in  a  true  and  worthy  sense.  He  had  the  care  of  all  the  churches,  many 
of  which  he  had  been  directly  inetnunentat  in  founding.  He  was  indeed  pastor, 
bishop,  and  apostle — all  in  one.  His  oatbedral  city  was  Kirkwall,  and  his  throne 
"was  his  pnlpit  there,  though  it  stood  in  a  humbler  shrine  than  the  grand  old  pile 
of  St.  Magnus.  His  crozier  touched  every  part  of  the  Orkneys.  And  bis  apostolic 
presence  and  voice,  as  a  bearer  of  the  simple  bat  efficacions  evangel  of  the  cross, 
nnst  have  been  familiar  to  almoBt  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  not  only  of 
Pomona,  but  of  as  many  of  Uie  sixty-seven  islets  arotmd  her  as  have  human 
inhabitants  on  their  storm -swept  shores. 

The  life  of  such  a  man  as  Dr.  Patereon  was  well  worthy  of  some  permanent 
written  record.  His  best  record  is  on  high;  andbisname  willlivein  the  memories 
and  lives  not  only  of  the  generatione  of  OrcadianH  which  he  more  immediately  influ- 
enced, but  in  those  of  their  descendants  in  many  lands.  Put  to  gatlier  up,  while  it 
vai  still  possible,  the  memorials  of  such  a  life  as  his,  and  show  to  a  wider  circle  than 
that  in  which  ha  moved  the  manner  of  man  he  was  and  the  manner  of  work  he  did, 
was  a  service  requirmg  to  be  done  in  tbe  intereet  alike  of  the  Church  to  which  Dr. 
Psterson  belonged,  and  of  many  beyond  her  pale.  Precisely  what  was  wanted  has 
now  been  supplied  by  the  preparation  and  issue  of  the  volume  erf  which  the  title  is  given 
bdow.   Ofliemaunerin  which  the  Memoir  has  been  compiled,  we  con  only  speak,  to 
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•peak  jasU;,  in  tennsof  UfiqnaJifiedapiffob^OD.  The  Kev.  John  Patereon,  assisted 
in  the  eelefUon  and  tranBcHption  of  loaterisla  by  the  Iovidk  hBiOdB  of  other  relaUvee, 
as  he  gracefully  acknowledges  in  bis  preface,  has  produced  a  life  of  his  brotbernhidk 
ought  to  take  a  high  place  in  the  best  class  of  ministerial  biographies.  He  has 
realized  to  himself,  and  Bucceeefullj  surmounted,  the  difficulty  ot  writing  at  once 


not,  indeed,  conceal  the  Teneration  with  which  his  subject  evidently  inspired 
him;  but  everywhere  in  bis  work  a  becoming  self -rGEtc^nt,  and  a  desire  to  say  only 
what  any  biographer  with  the  uune  materials  before  him  would  have  been  bound 
to  say,  are  pletunngly  conspicuDiU.  A  style  abnoet  severely  chaste  without  being 
bald,  elegant  without  the  suspicioa  of  attempted  fineness,  and  clear  and  simple  as 
a  running  brook,  adds  gteatly  to  Uie  pleasure  of  the  reader.  The  norrabre  ia 
largely  involved  in,  and  draws  ita  best  and  most  appropriate  illustrations  from,  the 
correspondence  which  Dr.  Patersou,  living  at  !\  distance  from  his  fntmds,  seems 
faithfully  to  have  kept  up  with  them  at  all  periods  of  his  life.  This  gives  it,  in 
great  measure,  the  character  of  ailtobiography,  and  of  the  best  kind  of  autobiography. 
We  should  trust  far  more  to  the  habitual  tone  of  a  man's  familiar  letters,  thrown 
off  in  every  variety  of  circumstances,  in  all  manner  of  moo<ls,  and  with  all  the 
abandon  of  written  talk  to  those  by  whom  he  was  beat  known,  for  an  uncon- 
scious reflection  Ot  what  the  man  redjly  was,  than  to  the  revelations  of  a  diary  in 
which  he  formally,  and  perhaps  morbidly,  set  himself  to  the  work  of  self-dissection, 
and  wrote  nnder  the  feeling,  which  he  who  deliberately  leaves  a  diary  in  bis  desk 
cannot  blame  his  readers  for  ascribing  to  him,  that  one  dajr  his  self-diacloenres 
might  be  read  by  other  eyes  than  hie  own.  Dr.  Faterson  was  a  vdluminous  letter- 
wrtter ;  and  his  letters  are  so  natural,  so  much  the  obvious  reflex  of  his  everyday 
thonghtB  and  life,  and  so  homogeneous,  that  we  rely  on  them  without  misgiving, 
not  only  for  the  picture  tbe]r  give  of  the  manifold  activities  of  his  career,  but  ior 
the  imrefracted  hght  they  cast  on  the  principles  and  sentiments  and  affections  by 
which  his  whole  character  was  moulded  ana  informed.  We  are  thankftil,  accord- 
ingtj,  that  the  Memoir  embodies  so  many  of  these  letters ;  and  for  the  wise 
selection  of  them,  Eind  their  careful  editing,  no  less  tiian  for  tiie  taste  and 
judgment  witii  which  his  own  connecting  ohapteis  are  written,  the  compiler  will 
roceive  the  grateful  acknowledgment  of  many  an  interested  reader. 

We  cannot  attempt  more  in  this  paper  tiian  to  indicate  in  barest  outline  the 
incidents  and  labours  of  a  life  for  which  a  volume  i^  well-nigh  501)  pages  is  not 
felt  to  be  too  (edions  a  record.  OUr  object  is  rather  to  direct  attention  to  the 
Memoir  itself,  as  one  which,  we  trust,  will  be  welcomed  with  pleasure,  as  we  are 
sure  it  may  be  perused  with  proSt,  not  only  by  Orcadians,  and  by  United  Pres- 
byterians whether  Orcadians  or  not;  but  bjr  many  who  have  never  either  seen  the 
Ch'knOTS,  or  knownmuch  of  the  history,  there  or  elsewhere,  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  life  of  Dr.  Paterson  was,  indeed,  by  no  means  eventful.  It  is  only 
the  character  of  the  man,  and  the  work  which  he  cut  out  for  himeelf  and  did  with 
true  Christian  zeal  and  indomitable  perseverance,  in  a  sphere  which  to  most  men 
would  have  been  utt«rly  dispiriting,  that  give  to  these  memorials  of  him  their 
interest  and  value.  He  was  bom  at  Belmont,  in  the  parish  of  Oambusnetban,  on 
the  last  day  of  July  1795.  As  a  Seoeder  and  Anti- Burgher,  he  was  '  dyed  in  th* 
wool,'  being  able  to  trace  a  singularly  pious  paternal  ancestry  in  connection  with 
the  Secession,  back  to  the  days  when  the  movement  originated  by  the  Erskines 
was  only  beginning  to  spread  iteelf  in  the  luid.  Two  of  his  prominent  natural 
traits  of  character, — a  singularly  sensitive  conscience,  and  a  heart,  full  of  benevo- 
lence,— he  seems  to  have  inherited  respectively  from  his  father  and  his  mother ;  the 
former  a  man  of  '  keen  and  delicate  moral  sense,'  and  the  latter  a  woman  of  '  ex- 
pansive Bympathy  with  her  fellow- creatures.'  'Mrs.  Patereon  was  forty  years  io 
Belmont,  ana  during  all  that  period  she  did  not  send  a  needy  person  empty  away. 
If  any  one  questioned  the  prudence  of  such  indiscriminate  giving,  her  nuansweratde 
reply  was,  "  I  believe  there  are  some  of  God's  people  among  them;  at  si!  events 
they  are  all  God's  creatures,  oiwi  (fey  are  hungry."'  The  piety  of  this  worthy  couple 
was  as  sterling  as  their  moral  tone  was  elevated,  and  must  mdeed  have  given  (be  line 
edge  t«  thevirtuesbf  which  they  were  distinguished.    Their  home  was  a  'dwelling 
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of  the  TigbteoDB,'  in  which  was  *  heard  the  melody  of  joy  and  health ; '  and  the  lore 
and  well-doing  of  a  Urge  family — Robert  wag  the  third  of  tea,  five  sons  and  fire 
daug^tere — attested  the  h^py  iofluence  of  a  godly  upbringiiig.  As  regards  the 
enbject  of  the  Hemoir,  no  one  conld  remember  the  time  *  when  he  was  not  a  God- 
fearing youth.'  He  was  a  chUd  of  quick  inteUigeuce  as  well  as  of  lerioos  spirit, 
becoming  til e  prodigy  of  adame-Bchool  before  the  age  of  eix;  and  when  only  eleven, 
having  '  Btature  and  precocity '  enough  to  jaatif^  the  parish  teacher  of  Gambiu* 
nethan  in  appoiatiDg  Mm  to  the  Tesident  assiBtantahip  in  hiseeaniDary.  We  ban  dia- 
cem  the  innate  capacity  for  ruling  otberB  which  in  after  life  was  so  conspicuoue, 
already  appearing  iit  this  big-boned  and  big'-brained  boy,  who  becomee  a  '  master ' 
among  his  fellows  ere  yet  a  doten  summers  have  shed  their  ripening  influences 
npon  bis  head  I  ' 

After  spending  a  tangle  aeseian  at  the  Hamilton  Grammar  School,  Robert  Pater- 
son  went  to  Collie  in  Glasgow  at  the  age  of  fovtrloen.  At  the  claae  of  the  usual 
curriculum  he  graduated  in  Arta^-^a  prod,  as  matters  then  were,  not  only  of  diligent 
application,  but  of  ampler  scholanhip  than  the  inajority  of  students  had  the  tueni 
or  the  patience  to  acquire.  He  studied  theolc^y,  under  Profeesor  Paxton,  in  the 
Auti-Burgher  Hall.  Never  idle,  his  Collie  and  Hall  reoeHses  were  occupied  in 
teadiing,  in  aasiating  his  father  in  buainesa,  or  in  the  asaiduoiu  pursuit  of  bis  own 
improvement.  As  teacher  for  some  time  of  a  large  school  at  Wishawtown,  he 
etuved  a  characteristic  reputation  for  commanding  order,  and  dealing  efFectively 
with  '  incorrigibles.'  At  length,  in  1819,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  goepeL 
He  gave  his  lirst  sermon  in  Blackswell  Church,  Hamilton,  and  was  criticised  by  the 
worthy  minister  as  '  far  too  loud.'  His  toudneBs,  however,  did  not  mar  his  popu- 
larity with  the  first  vacant  congregation  which  had  au  opportunity  of  bying  his 
gifts, — that  of  Huirton,  in  Forfat^hire, — from  which  he  received  a  unanimous  call. 
His  very  next  appointment  was  to  Kirkwall,  in  Orkney,  where,  in  the  providence 
of  God,  the  scene  of  hia  life-long  laboura  was  to  lie. 

The  state  of  religion  in  Orkney  towards  the  close  of  last  century  was  deplorable 
in  the  extreme.  The  National  Chunjb  bad  Utterly  failed  in  its  duty  to  the 
islanders.  With  its  parochial  system,  with  its  endowments,  with  the  field  all  to 
itaelf,  it  had  succeeded  only  in  well-nigh  trampling  oat  every  ^lark  of  Christian  life. 
The  ministere  as  a  body  were  Moderates,  of  course :  tbey  were  slothful ;  many  of 
them  were  worse.  The  churches  were  dilapidated ;  the  ■ervicea,  in  not  a  few 
places,  were  raaiducted  with  the  utmost  irregularity ;  and  the  preaching,  even 
where  preaching  was  enjoyed,  bad  ao  little  either  of  gospel  ttntb  or  of  gospel 
unction  pwvading  it,  that  it  proved  for  the  most  pert  a  mere  ministration  of  death 
unto  death.  Where  the  Word  of  the  Lord  was  so  scarce, — where  so  little  vision 
was, — it  could  not  be  otherwise  than  that  the  people  perished.  Spiritual  life 
was  as  nearly  as  pos^ble  extinct  among  them ;  eveu  their  common  educatjon 
being  overlooked,  they  were  sunk  in  debasing  inioranOe  ;  and  their  moral  condition 
was  too  Badly  faithful  a  reflex  of  their  spiritual  destitution  uid  their  educational 
neglect.  More  than  one  competent  witness  testifies  that,  at  the  time  to  which  we 
refer,  the  Orcadians  could  scarcely  have  been  less  indebted  to  gospel  privileges  had 
their  islands  lain  in  the  Pacific  Oceao,  instead  of  close  by  the  shores  of  Christian 
Britain.  This  IFaa  the  pass  to  which  matters  had  come  under  an  Bstablishment 
which  boasts  its  sole  competency  to  keep  religion  alive  in  the  poorer  parta  of  the 
country ;  when  Diseent — a  dissent  with  infinitely  more  slender  resources  than  that 
which  now  happily  covers  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land — stepped  in,  to  turn 
the  wilderness  mto  a  fruitful  field,  and  make  the  desert  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the 
rose.  If  it  be  said  that  to  the  deadness  of  the  Church,  a  deadness  from  which  no 
Church  can  be  sure  of  exemption,  and  not  to  the  fact  of  its  establishment,  this  re- 
sult was  due,  the  obvious  reply  is,  that  in  this  case,  as  so  often,  the  establishment 
and  the  deadness  were  cause  and  effect.  A  Voluntary  Church  in  Orkney  must  have 
exerted  itself  to  live,  and  the  exertion  would  have  kept  up  the  life ;  but  the  Estab- 
lishment could  exut  without  exertion,  and  by  a  sure  law  it  chose  inaction,  and  so 
became  the  moribund  thing  it  was.  If  elsewhere,  and  even  in  Orkney  in  later  days, 
the  Church  in  alliance  with  the  State  has  revived,  it  is  just  because  a  vigorous  Dis- 
sent side  by  side  with  it,  and  a  puUio  opinion  threatening  its  existence,  compels  it 
eitiiet  to  bestir  itself  or  perish.    But  remove  the  stimulants,  and  the  old  torpor  most 
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retam.  No  doubt  any  Church  mny  become  corrupt,  and  decay ;  bat  a  Chm^ 
which  is  bolstered  np  bj  eitemal  aids,  and  whoae  ministry  loses  at  once  the  motive 
t«  activity  and  the  reacting  infiueace  from  the  people  which  come  into  play  wher- 
ever there  is  popular  election  and  popular  support,  exposes  itself  to  a  epecial  and 
gratuitous  canse  of  degeneracy,  before  which,  but  for  a  connteractioa  inconsiBtcnt 
with  the  theory  of  establishment,  it  must  inevitably  succumb. 

The  work  of  reviTiog  religion  in  Orkney  had  begun,  and  bad  made  hopeful  pro- 
gress, before  Dr.  Paterson  set  foot  upon  its  shores.  A  praying  society,  originated 
by  one  or  two  pions  individuals,  came  into  existence  about  ^e  year  1795.  Various 
miuisteiB  of  the  Secesuon,  on  the  request  of  this  society,  were  sent  on  missionBTy 
expeditions  to  the  islands,  and  by  their,  preaching  brought  new  things  to  the  eaia  oif 
the  people,  in  which  not  a  few  soon  cnme  intelligently  and  derontly  to  rejoice.  The 
noble  brothers,  James  and  Robert  Haldane,  men  who  bad  turned  the  world  npeiiie 
down  elsewhere,  went  thither  also  about  1797,  and  fanned  the  flame  which  bad 
been  kindled.  A  congregatioo  bad  been  formed  in  Kirkwall,  and  ia  1798 
William  Broadfoot,  afterwu^ls  of  London,  had  beeu  ordained  its  minister.  Mr. 
Brosdtoot's  ministry  had  been  lealons  and  effective.  A  widespread  interest  was 
exdted.  Crowds  flocked  to  hear  him,  not  only  from  Kirkwall,  but  from  neigh- 
boaring  parishes  and  adjacent  islands  ;  a  new  and  larger  church  was  bi^t; 
and  the  membership  of  uie  congregation  by  the  year  1814  had  risen  to  950. 
Before  Mr.  Bioadfoot's  translatioa,  in  1817,  four  new  congregations  had  swarmed 
off  from  Kirkwall ;  but  the  additions  had  also  been  so  numerous  that  900  names 
were  still  on  the  roll  of  the  mother  church. 

It  was  in  this  position  of  a&irs  that  Ltr.  Paterson  entered  on  his  ministry,  in 
1820,  when  the  congregation  of  Kirkwall  had  been  thrpe  years  vacant.  Nobly 
did  he  continue  the  work  which  his  predecesBor  had  commenced.  He  threw  into 
it  all  the  enthusiasm  of  his  youth,  all  his  mental  power,  all  his  physical  energy, 
all  his  spiritual  fervour  and  zeal.  His  own  congregation  was  his  first  and 
immediate  care ;  and  nnder  bis  powerful  preaching  and  vigilant  superin- 
tendence it  rapidly  increased,  till  literally  the  place  of  meeting  cmild  not  contain 
the  numbers  which  Sabbath  after  Sabbath  sought  admnsion.  It  was  not 
Kirkwall  only  tliat  needed  accommodation ;  but  on  Sabbath  mornings  a  whole 
fleet  of  boats  from  variona  islands  would  enter  the  harbour  of  the  quaint  old  town, 
each  with  its  freight  of  hardy  islanders,  who  were  content,  before  and  after,  t« 
brave  the  stormy  straits  which  separated  their  homes  from  the  mainland 
of  Pomona,  if  only  the  privilege  of  listening  to  the  word  of  salvation  could  thereby 
be  secured.  The  membership  soou  went  up  to  1800 ;  and  though  new  churches 
were  organized  on  every  side,  the  atrength  of  the  original  cauee  seems  never 
to  have  been  seriously  dimini^ed.  In  such  a  scene  of  work  the  demands  on  the 
minister  were  necessarily  severe.    He  visited  from  house  to  house,  and  catechiaed 


old  and  young  with  a  pointedness  which  to  many  must  have  been  not  joyou 

E'evous,  though  no  doubt  it  was  adapted  to  the  drcumstancef ,  and  served  iu 
established  a  Sabbath  school,  which  for  many  years  was  attended  by  between 


I  and  five  hundred  children,  of  which  he  himseU  was  the  presidiug  genius,  and 
into  the  service  of  which  he  drew  the  most  int«lUgeiit  and  influential  of  his  office- 
bearers and  members.  He  taught  advanced  classes,  and  held  prayer  meetinga,  and 
dealt  patiently  and  faithfully  with  the  numerous  applicants  for  admission  to 
fdlowuiip,  and  had  hie  vigilant  eye  everywhere  on  the  demeanour  of  those  whose 
profession  had  been  made.  For  many  years  he  strove  both  to  write  and  commit  to 
memory  aU  his  discourses,  which  were  both  long  and  elaborate ;  and  for  sis-and- 
forty  years,  whether  he  wrote  fully  or  not,  he  used  no  aids  to  memory  in  the  pnl{Ht. 
As  a  rule,  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  ministry,  he  was  seldom  more  than  an  honr  or 
two  in  bed  between  Saturday  and  Sabbath  ;  and  we  do  not  wonder  that,  in  con- 
sequence, when  the  jaded  pastor — after  preaching  twice  with  never-failing  ener^, 
addressing  his  school,  teaching  his  class,  and  winding  up  with  a  few  urgent  visits 
among  the  sick — dragged  himself  home  late  on  the  Sabbath  evenings,  it  was 
in  a  state  of  such  prostration  that  be  could  hardly  throw  off  his  clothes,  and  that 
both  Monday  and  Tuesday  often  psMed  before  he  recovered  tone.  The  fine 
physique  of  Dr.  Paterson  bore  him  through  all  this,  though  one  canuot  but  think 
that  a  more  carnal  husbanding  of   his    force  and  timing  of   his  work   might 


ThfcT^wi"'  KEV-  !>»■  PATBRSOS  Or  KIBKWALL.  65 

htve  aaved  him  much  of  tha  Buffering  whtoh  came  upon  him  in  later  Teart.  At 
■0  erents,  if  he  laboiired  '  ont  of  meunre,  above  itrength,'  it  was  not  without 
a  palpable  and  \erj  precious  reward.  Kirkwall  was  graoioualy  revolatiouized. 
FnKQ  being  one  of  t&e  darkest  and  deadest  places,  epiritiiallj,  in  the  British 
doroioions,  it  became  one  of  the  moat  eulightened  and  livelj.  The  whole  social 
life  of  the  place  was  changed ;  and  the  centre  of  the  new  and  happfinfluenoe  which 
everywhere  made  itaelf  felt  was  acknowledged  to  be  the  Diwenting  meeting-house, 
and  notably  the  one  commanding  man  there,  who,  himself  in  holy  earnest,  at  once 
aved  and  uplifted  the  whole  population  in  the  midst  of  which  he  moved.  Dr. 
Put^rson's  congregatioD  grew  to  be,  and  continues  to  be,  one  of  the  beet  organized, 
most  active,  most  liberal,  most  earnest,  as  well  as  most  namerom,  in  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church.  It  now  worahips  in  a  spacious  modern  edifice,  raised  mainly 
through  his  exertions,  which  at  once  attracts  the  notice  of  strangers  approaching 
Kirkvall.  This  edifice  dominates  the  place,  and  symbolizes  tbe  practical  spirit  of 
the  modem  Church,  eren  as  the  venprable  St.  MaEnns  near  by  commemorates  the 
beauty  and  benienity  of  a  saintly  but  sensuous  ana  dreamy  Gbrietianity,  the  age  of 
vhich  has  passed  away. 

Bat  the  in&uenoe  and  laboniB  of  Dr.  Paterson  were  by  no  metui  confined  to  Kirk- 
vail.  With  work  enough  there,  as  one  would  think,  for  any  three  men,  ha  yet,  without 
■e7er  sofFering  it  to  lag,  managed  to  multiply  himself  all  over  the  Orkney  Islands, 
andtoplsnt  ont  healt£yBlips from  thevigorousbongh  which,  in  the  cathMnl  city, 
VM,  like  Joseph,  as  '  a  fruitful  bough  by  a  well,  whose  branches  ran  over  the  wall ; ' 
nhich  slips  have  taken  kindly  root  in  the  otherwise  treeless  soil  of  Orcadia,  and  are 
CDDtinoing  to  bourgeon  and  bloseom  when  the  hand  that  planted  them  can  tend 
sod  nourish  them  no  more.  The  minister  of  Kirkwall,  full  of  apostolic  zeal,  and  of 
pity  for  those  who  were  scattered  abroad  as  sheep  having  no  shepherd,  itinerated 
much— if  it  could  be  called  itinerating  to  sail  aboot  in  open  and  unsaTOUry  boats, 
exposed  to  all  weathers,  in  friths  and  sounds  which  are  greedy  of  fishermen,  and 
vhich  moke  no  diSereoce  in  favour  of  those  who,  as  successors  of  the  '  fishermen  of 
Gslilee,'  cast  their  nets  only  as  '  fishers  of  men.'  He  visited  all  the  central 
portions  of  the  islands  at  which  tiie  outlying  population  could  conveniently 
assemble ;  he  preached,  he  opened  Sabbath  schools,  be  established  stataons  at 
which  religious  services  might  be  conducted  as  often  as  ministers  or  probationers 
could  be  found  to  undertake  the  work.  The  general  result  was  that,  long  before 
Dr.  Paterson's  ministry  came  to  an  end,  eicfit  congregations,  additional  to  the  four 
vhich  had  been  founded  during  the  time  of  his  predecessor,  were  regularly  organ- 
ized, and  tiiat  evangelical  ordmances  were  brought  within  reach  of  all  the  people. 
The  latest  congregation  formed  was  that  of  Buiray,  in  1856,  with  the  establishment 
of  which,  says  the  Memoir,  '  the  outward  extension  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Chnrch  in  Orkney  may  be  said  to  have  been  accomplished,  the  entire  ^Id  bevtg  now 
at  kngih  occwpied.'  It  is  added  that,  '  instead  of  in  any  way  suffering  from  this 
multiplication  of  churches,  Dr.  Paterson's  congregation  continued  as  numerous  as 
ever,  and  kept  constantly  growing  in  prosperity.'  From  1831  there  has  been  a 
separate  Presbyterv  of  Orkney,  which  consists  now  of  thirteen  concregations 
(including  Kirkwall),  the  pulpite  of  which  have  been  filled,  and  are  filled  to  this 
day,  by  able  and  faithful  men,  to  whose  zealous  co-operation,  as  one  by  one  they 
jdned  him,  no  one  would  have  been  more  ready  than  Dr.  Psb^win  to  ascribe  a  due 

Sirtion  of  the  success  with  which  the  whole  enterprise  has  been  crowned. 
lit  with  the  name  of  Dr.  Patorson,  the  evangelization  of  Orkney — the  blessed 
change  which  the  condition  of  the  islands  now  presents  in  intelligence,  in  religion, 
in  morality,  in  Christian  civilisation,  as  compared  with  the  state  in  which  they  lay 
when  the  Seceders  first  invaded  their  darkness— must  be  pre-eminently  associated. 
And  this  is  his  true  and  ever  honourable  memorial—monumenfum  acre  perenniut. 
It  is  but  justice  to  say  that  the  other  denominations  are  now  effectively  doing  their 
put  among  the  Orcadian  population.  The  Established  Church  has  been  stirred  up 
—^  collateral  result  of  the  labours  of  Dr.  Paterson  and  his  coadjutors,  in  which  he 
kimselfonfeignedly  rejoiced.  And  the  Disruption  brought  the  Free  Church  also  on 
Uie  field,  which  it  has  cultivated  with  characteristic  energy,  and  with  success.  But 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  as  she  was  the  first,  continues  to  be  the  foremost 
in  the  blessed  work ;  and  by  what  she  has  done  in  Orkney,  through  the  grace  of 
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God  dr&wiug  around  her  a  willing  people,  ehe  has  shown  how  posdble  it  is  for  a 
Cbnnsti  without  other  resoorcea  thkn  thoae  which  Christian  willingbood  Huppliea,  to 
aet  up gOBpel  ordinances,  and  to  mokesureof  maintaiuitig  them,  in  just  such  a  region 
as,  according  to  its  enemies,  VolantaiyiBm  can  never  enter,  or,  if  it  does,  can  only 
comber  with  its  impotency  till  it  pine  and  die. 

For  some  conception  of  the  qualitiea  of  mind  and  will  and  heart  with  which 
Dr.  Paterson  aeemg  to  have  been  specially  dowered  by  God  with  a  view  to  the  yioA 
that  awaited  him  in  Orkney,  we  must  refer  the  reader  to  the  Memoir,  and  espedally 
to  the  last  chapter  of  it,  written  with  muchability  and  discrimination,  by  his  KlaliTe, 
the  Bev.  ChtLTleH  Jerdan,  LL.B.,  of  Dennyloanhead.  Intellect — if  by  intellect  we 
mean  the  faculty  that  ranges  in  the  loftier  regions  of  human  thought,  analysing  all 
things,  and  seardung  for  their  principles — was  not  eiactiy  his  characteristic  ;  but 
he  had  a  been  and  vigorous  nuderstanding,  a  sound,  clear,  wary  judgment,  much 
instinctive  sagacity,  and  a  remarhable  savoir-faire  in  all  matters  of  practical 
business.  His  strength  of  will,  however,  his  tenderness  of  conscience,  and  his 
warmth  of  feeling,  were  the  qualities  by  which  he  was  most  distinguished.  These 
were  all  elevated  and  refined  by  grace  ;  and  the  first  gave  him  the  persistant 
energy,  the  second  the  scrupulous  laithfulness,  and  the  t£ird  the  yearning,  affsc- 
tionale  solicitude,  all  of  which  were  conspicuous  in  his  life  and  ministry.  If  there 
was  any  want  of  balance  in  him,  it  arose  from  a  will  that,  being  imperial,  wlw  apt 
to  become  imperioiu ,-  but  the  mercy  was  that  his  purposes  and  ^ms  were  so  often 
right — tlie  conviction  of  which  made  him  so  determined  in  carrying  them  out-— 
that  submission  to  him  was  usually  not  only  the  best  policy,  but  the  truest  wisdom. 
When  one  sees  bow  father  and  mother,  sister  and  brother,  all  had  the  law  laid 
down  to  them  in  turn,  one  ceases  to  wonder  if  Presbyterian  parity  was  sometimes 
in  danger  of  being  forgotten  in  his  earnest  and  coneciantioua  care-taking  of'  tiie 
Church  of  God.  For  conscience — an  overpowwing  sense  of  duty,  and  a  feeling 
that  at  all  hazards  it  must  be  done — ever  constrained  him ;  he  was  strong  in  the 
'  mens  ubi  conscia  recti,'  and  therefore  he  was  '  tenax  propositi '  in  an  extraordinary 
degree,  i^d  tlus,  abng  with  bis  intense  loyalty  to  Ms  Master,  and  burning  desire 
for  His  sake  to  do  good  to  men,  carried  him  over  difficulties  and  through  labonrs  in 
the  great  work  of  Jus  life,  under  which  most  men  would  have  quailed  and  given  way. 

Dr.  Paterson'a  spiritual  character  was  of  the  purest  temper  and  the  loftiest  tone. 
He  walked  before  God  with  a  true  and  stedfast  heart.  Untroubled  by  doubte,  in- 
disposed to  speculation,  the  divine  verities  of  the  faith  got  full  in  upon  bim,  with 
nothing  to  muffle  or  weaken  their  impact  on  the  soul.  They  were  as  real,  aitd 
almost  as  near  to  him,  as  the  things  of  sight.  His  ardent  nature,  too,  was  all  aglow 
with  love  to  a  personal  Redeemer,  to  whom  his  heart  bad  been  early  and  wholly 
given.  Hence  he  was  foil  of  Christian  sentiment ;  and  to  this  much  of  the  sustained 
impressiveness  and  charm  and  success  of  his  ministry  were  owing.  The  chief 
characteristics  of  bis  preaching  were  power  in  searching  the  conscience,  and  pathos 
in  delineating  the  love  and  suffering  of  Christ.  Ho  could  produce  great  effects  in 
either  vein — effects  which  did  not  depend  so  much  on  any  striking  oratorical  gifts 
of  nature  or  eloquence  of  art  as  on  simple  earnestness  ;  but  to  bear  him  at  his  best 
was  to  hear  him  as  we  once  heard  him  at  Kirkwall,  the  enormous  congr^^tion 
stilled  and  awed  before  him,  while  in  rhythmic  melody— a  true  singing  of  the 
gospel — he  made  mnsic  that  thrilled  every  heart  of  the  matchless  grief  and  the 
■natchleBS  grace  by  which  men  have  been  redeemed.* 

We  wish  we  could  dip  a  little  into  the  interesting  letters  with  which  this  Memoir 
is  so  happily  enriched.  These  bring  out  every  side  of  their  writer's  character, 
be^des  (browing  a  contemporaneous  light  on  the  progress  of  his  work.  For  true 
worldly  wisdom,  informed  by  Christian  principle,  nothing  could  be  better  than  the 
maxims,  ten  in  number,  addressed  to  a  brotlier  who  was  entering  into  business. 
There  is  even  a  scintillation  of  humour  here  and  there.  For  example,  '  Tell  my 
mother  there  is  nothing  new  about  the  manse,  if  it  be  not  the  cat ;  and  really  she 

"  Lord  Ardmillan  writes  of  Dr.  Paterson: — 'Rarely  have  I  Been  any  one  siuTsaEiiig  him  in 
power  of  miDd,  fidelity  of  principle,  and  depth  and  earnestness  of  devotion.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  weight  and  indnenoe,  which  he  used  wisely  and  honourably,  and  he  was  a  model  u 
a  pastor.    1  knew  him.    I  have  heard  him  in  the  pulpit,  and  have  not  forgotten  what  1 
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is  no  hcmoiu'  to  ibo  manee,  for  she  in  a  meoBelMB,  Bensaleas  thing.'    H«re,  again,  ia 

a  [«rdation  of  the  true  miniater's  heart — a  touch  that  will  come  home  to  the  bosam 
of  manr  a  profeemonat  brother  (^  the  minigter  of  Kirkwall,  aa  he  thinks  of  nmilar 
npliftiagB  in  his  own  experience.  Speaking  of  '  Iiard  work,'  Dr.  Paterson  eays :  '  I 
am  £ghtjng  at  it  somewhat  ae  I  can ;  but  what  with  a  veir  bad  thing  witlim  me, 
some  bad  folks  witJioat  me,  and  an  awful  Booondrel  of  a  deril,  it  is  a  sore  toough 
battle.  NeTertheleee  I  am  whilee,  at  least,  full  of  hope  and  happineaa.  Han,  on 
Friday  evening  I  Tisited  a  nice  little  fellow,  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  fever.  Such  a  fresh  and  geuuine  picture  of  jouthful  piety  did  he  present — 
m  siiDplj,  BO  humblf,  so  justly,  bo  gladly  did  he  appropriate  the  Saviour  and  the 
bles^agB  of  salvation  to  Mmsdf,  that  on  my  way  home  1  wept  for  ^laditesa.'  Another 
fine  instance  of  hia  warm  and  selt-torgetting  sympathy  occurs  in  a.  letter  written 
when  he  waa  from  home  in  qiieat  of  h^th,  and  had  beeu  cautioned  to  avoid  exer- 
tion :  '  Do  you  say  I  am  working  too  much  7  I  think  not.  Ok,  I  am  sore  and 
torry  far  Garibaldi.'  Stumbling  on  the  following,  written  immediately  after  le- 
tarning  from  a  visit  to  ftienda  in  the  south,  gives  one  a  different  geusation  :  '  The 
Mcranle  are  both  well,  and  seem  to  be  rejoicing  that  the  minister  is  home.'  A 
somewhat  cheerleaa  manse,  one  cannot  help  thinking,  witii  no  creature  in  it  but  the 
aervants  and  the  '  menseleas'  cat  to  welcome  home  the  man  whose  heart  could  ache 
for  Garibaldi,  and  whose  tendemesa  made  him  weep  for  joy  over  the  pietv  of  a  aick 
cliild !  Dr.  Paterson  never  married ;  his  congregation  was  his  bride.  But  he  was 
a  loTer  of  hospitality,  and  his  table  was  seldom  without  one  or  more  guests,  chiefly 
probatiouov,  who  ever  found  in  him  a  gracious  host  and  friend.  But  the  grand 
lettuie  of  these  letters  is  their  eminently  religious  character.  Letters  of  this  dam 
better  susbsined  thrDUghont  a  whole  life,  more  faithful,  more  rich,  more  spiritually 
wiee,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find.  Many  of  them  were  written  in  Beasons  of  be- 
TesTement,  and  the  intense  tenderness  of  affection,  which  they  breathe,  and  the 
masterly  skill  in  consolation  which  they  show,  are  equally  admirable.  Here  is  a 
ongle  specimen  :  'Where  is  my  mother?  I  love  to  think  and  to  say,  "Mymother 
b  at  horn."  And  there  she  is  alt  that  I  could  wish — free  from  trouble,  as  I  could 
wish ;  free  from  sin,  and  even  infirmity,  as  1  could  wish ;  cared  for,  aa  I  could  wish ; 
epotlesa,  as  T  could  wish ;  dwelling  in  lovo,  as  1  could  wish.  It  is  enough :  she  has 
eatei«don  the  bliBsfuloconpationsand  the  sweet  endearments  of  her  heavenly  home.' 
Prefixed  to  the  Memoir  is  a  well-executed  photograph  of  Dr.  Paterson,  recalling 
nridly  the  commanding  figure,  and  the  keen  yet  Undly  expreeeiou,  which  belonged 
totheliviag  man.  The  streets  of  Kirkwall  will  kuow  the  stately  Freebyterian 
'  Kshop '  no  more,  but  his  name  will  long  be  ouc.  of  the  most  cherished  memories 
of  tlie  place.  And  bis  woils  will  follow  him,  not  in  their  heavenly  reward  only, 
bat  in  their  continuance  on  earth. 


BENJIE    OF  MILLDEN. 

BT  TEE  AUTHOR  OF  '  BODITD  THE  GRANGE  FARM.' 

'Ho  wKBtbe  vlltagB  fool,  poor  Joe;  while   here   and   there    their    sidea  are 

And  they  have  made  for  him  acronrn  dotted  with  fir  plantations,  fl  shelter  for 

SponTb/soL^ban^  with  all  the  dignity  the  aheepwhenBuowftJlBthicklyaround, 

He  can  aaBume,  calling  himealt-a  king.         -  and  the  wmtry  wind  drives  it  into  the 

Qod  help  the  fool  l    Others  have  wits  to  hollows  of  the  glens. 

guide  them;  This   village   sixty   yeara    ago,    like 

EehMnone.-OidP/ai,.  ,n^y   others  of  the  same  kind  in  our 

Ok  the  oiitskirie  of  a  moor  in  the  south  country,    contained    within    itself    re- 

of  Scotland  stands  the  small,  secluded  sources  for   supplying   its    inhabitants 

vill^  of  Millden.  with   the   □ecesBaries   and   comforts   of 

It   is    BUTTounded  by  round,   green  life :    it   had  its   smithy  and  mill,    its 

mouataioB,  which  are  made  more  beauti-  shoemaker's  and  tailor's  shops,  besides 

loihythe  shadows  cast  upon  them  by  the  general  store,  providing   goods   of 

the  passing  olouda,  aa  they  follow  each  every  description  for  tiie  neighbouring 

other  in  succession  over  the  blue  sky ;  farmere    and    peasantry.      Over    and 
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above,  it  had  its  weaTer— a  Terr  nsefnl  tnm  oven  the  covebtna  from  the  eiror 

perBOn  Id  tliofie   daje,   when   old   and  of   hu  waya,   though  oft«D  man;  sod 

joang  alike  '  were  clad  frae  the  alieep  hard  etrokes  of  Eia  rod  are  needed.  Aod 

that  gaed  white  on  the  Ull,'  the  jara  many  and  hard  Btrokea  fell  npoD  James 

Bpun  by  the  busy  handa  of  matroDa  and  Oray,  as  one  after  anoth^  of  his  chil- 

maidena,  and  completed  by  the  'webster'  dien  were  taken  from  him,  until  only  a 

loom  of  the  district.  aon  was  left,  a  helpleaa  imbecile,  whose 

MiUden     had    also     its    amall     ivy-  mother    died    abortly  after   his    birth. 

covered  church,  a  very  primitive  place,  '  No  chastening  for  ibe  present  aeem^lh 

with    its    kirkyard,    where  slept    the  to  be  joyoaa,  bot  grievoiiH ;  neverthe- 

village  dead  of  generations,  their  graved  lees  afterward  it  yiddeth  the  peaceable 

waving  with    long,  rank    grass,    aod  fmit  of  righteonaness  nnto  them  which 

mark^  by  quaint  and  crumbling  head-  are  eiercised  thereby.'  And  the  truth  ol 

stones,     ne^ing    in    many   caaea    the  this  the  poor  weaver  experienced,  and 

hand  of  Bome  loving  '  Old  Mortality '  to  he  could  a&y  ever  after,  '  Hemembering 

dear  away  the  moss  from  their  inscrip-  mine   affliction    and    my    misery,    the 

tiona  and  render  them  le^ble.    To  the  wormwood  and  the  gall,  my  eoul  hath 

immediate  vicinity  of  the  church  atood  them    atill   in    remembrance,    and  is 

the  manse,  a  plain  whitewashed  bouse,  humbled  within  me-' 
shaded  by  old  limes,  musical  in  summer         James   wonld   have    been   left   very 

with  the  pleaaant  hum  of  beea ;  wbUe  a  lonely  bad  not  a  widowed  sister  kept 

little  apart,  amid  a  thicket  of  birch  and  honse  for  him,  and  made  the  boy  her 

rowan  treea,  peeped  up  the  chimney  of  especial  charge.    Thns  the  Lord,  who  k 

the  snug  schooUiouae  by  the  mouutais  '  wonderful  in  counsel  and  excellent  in 

Btream,  where  the  children  waded  and  working,'  provided  a  comfortable  home 

caught  minnowa,    and  where,    in   long  for  the  stncken  child.     This  woman  was 

Bunny  days,  the  village  women  bleached  a  tidy,  and  what  the  neighbours  called 

their  linen  white  as  the  gowana  on  its  an  'eident  body,'  who  not  only  loved 

braes.  order  and   cleanliness,  but  wound  her 

A   quiet,    peaceful    spot   was    this  brother's   weft,  and    did   many  other 

Millden,  and  one  might  almost  have  things  which  he  required,  thus  assisting 

imagined  it  shut  out  from  the  atrife  in  hia  worldly  occupation.      She  woe 

and   din  of    life — a  sort  of    charmed  energetic,   rattier  brusque,  in  manner, 

place,  where  aorrow  and  care  might  not  but  kindly  and  hearty,  softening  things 

enter — a  land  of  Beulah.     Alas !  there  down  where  James  was  aevere  ;  for  the 

is  no  such  in  this  world  of  sin  and  weaver  had  not  a  temper  to  tolerate  the 

change  ;    therefore,   small    and  retired  common  follies  and  frivolitiea   of  life, 

although  it  might  appear,  it  waa  not  thongh  to  hia  imbecile  boy  he  waa  ever 

without  its  tales  of  romance,  and  even  gentle  and  forbearing, 
its  records  of  foul  deeda,  so  common  in         It  was  a  sore  trial  to  the  good  weaver 

crowded   cities,    where    mankind    are  when  he  found  Benjie  (his  son)  incnpa- 

generally  either  very  bad  or  very  good  ble  of  learning  the  Shorter  Catechism, 

— extremea  of  both.  od  which,  like  most  of  his  pious  and 

I  have  said    the  weaver's  in  those  intelligent  countiymen,  he  set  the  highest 

timea  was  an  important  handicraft ;  and  value. 

an  important  person  was   James  Gray,         He   waa   equally  unsuccessful  in  his 

the  weaver  of  MlUden.  attempts  to  teach  him  the  Psalms  i^f 

'Jeema,'   as  the   people   called   liira,  David  in  metre,  though  the  capricious 

was  a  hale  old  man,  with  hard  features,  creature  could  commit  to  memory  songs 

keen  blue  eye,  scant  silvery  hair,   end  by  the  dozen,  and  knew  rhymea  about 

stooping    shoulders  ;   rather  stern   and  the  weather  which  the  ehepherda  taught 

ongeai^  in    manner,    yet  honest  and  him,  aa  also  all  the  queer,  quaint  prO' 

truBtwortby — a  necessary  virtue  in  one  verba  and  wise  sayings  of  the  neighbour- 

of  hia  calling.  hood. 

But  there  were  whisperinga  that  the         '  Oh,  Benjie,  man,'  his  father  would 

weaver  had  not  always  been  the  man  he  sometimes  exclaim,   'if   ye  wad  onl;r 

now  was.    He  had  been  in  youth  a  hard  learn  "  The  Lord's  my  shepherd,"  1  wad 

and  covetoiiB  man  ;  the  greed  of  gain  be  pleased  ; '  to  which  remark  the  lad 

had  been  his  ain — a  sin  difficult  to  cure,  woiud  answer,  '  Benjie  try,  Benjie  try, 

However,  God  can  reach  the  heart,  and  dad.'    But  Benjie  did  not  try,  and  the 
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ext  moment  he  might  be  heard  sing-  added  the  weaver,  '  I  wadna  hoe  cared 

ig:  tW  he  hadaa  been  able  for  a  heap  o' 

'The»ranBliBlreaincBr8'i,bed,  baiklair,  if    he   only  had   learned   the 

In  care's  bad,  in  emb'b  bed,  1*881018  and  Proverbs,  an  apecially     toe 

The  wren  Hhfl  lyeB  in  care's  bed,  Sioglea;"  but  I  doubt  there's  nae  use 

In  niL-iklB  dnle  and  fynp,  0.  tryia'  him  ony  mftir,    I  bae  fought  wi' 

WhBo  in  cam'  Robin  Redbriajt,  ^'^^  to  say,  "  What  is  the  chief  end  of 

Kedbrieet,  BedbrieBt,  man?"  but  oaona  get  even  that,  let  alane 

Wben  in  o»m'  Eobin  Bsdbriflat,  "  Effectaal  calling." ' 


ir-8»p8  and  wine,  O;  j£r.   Smith,  notwithstaodinp  his  pe- 

ITpon  hearing   which   his  fat^MT  ccmld  dantry,  waaakindlyman,  andintereated 

only  heave  a    sigh,  and  give  up  the  in  the  vilWerg,  specially  Benjie  and 

&tt«inpt  for  the  time.  his  father.    Therefore  he  was  very  eorry 

At  Isst  James  resolved  upon  consult-  to  give  James  bo  little  comfort  in  the 

log  Mr.  Smith,  the '  dominie '  and  village  matter  of  his  sou's  learning ;  and  after 

oracle,  and  taking  hia  advice  ancnt  the  the  weaver  had  left  him,  he  sat  and  pon- 

eiuoation  of  Benjie.   And  he  accordingly  dtred   long    over   the    subject,   always 

aought  him  in  his  home  one  fine  summer  arriving  at  the  same  conclusion, — that 

evening,  after  the  labours  of   the  day  Benjie  could  not  be  tanght. 

were  over,  and  the  noisy  little  children,  Had  the  boy  lived  in  later  times,  when 

nith  the  pockets  of    their   corduroys  teaching  the  imbecile  is  better  under- 

staffed  with  marblee  and  twine,  had  left  stood,  doubtless  much  could  have  been 

llie  echoolbouse  quiet  for  a  time.   Jameo  made  of  such  an  cue ;  but  in  these  days 

foimd  Mr.  Smith  weeding  in  his  garden;  the    thing   was   not   thought   possible, 

and  after  saantering  round  and  admiring  therefore  it  was  considered  hopeless  to 

the  flowers,   of  which  its  master   was  attempt  it. 

very  proud,    the  weaver  entered  upon  Benjie,   notwithstanding    this,   loved 

tlie  Eubject  that  was  near  hie  heart,  and  his  father ;  and  though  he  had  proved 

asked  him  what  he,  could  do  to  teach  himself  deficient  in  the  matter  of  leam- 

liia  son  '  onytbing  that  was  wiseUke,  for  ing,  in  many  other  respects  he  was  docile 

he  can  learn  plenty  o'  nonsense,'  added  and  obedient.     He  foUowed-him  cheer- 

tte  aniious  father.  fully  and  uaweariedly  in  all  his  joumey- 

' James,  it's  a  hopeless tesk,'  answered  ings,  over  moor  and  mountain,  whither 
the  learned  man;  '  1  have  tried  him  again  James  had  to  go  deliveririg  his  webs  to 
aod  ageia,  and  found  him  utterly  iucap-  his  different  employers ;  and  very  fa- 
tble  of  comprehending  the  primary  rudi-  miliar  to  the  occupiers  of  the  lonely 
menla  of  our  language.  Poor  fellow,  his  cottage  or  the  soht^y  farmhouse  was 
rraniuniisincrassatedtoagreatdegTee —  thought  of  the  weaver,  trudging  man- 
be  is  in  fact  non  compos  menlU ;  and  so,  fully  tdong  with  a  web  on  his  shoulders, 
Df  friend,  acknowledging  in  his  case  and  tbe  never-failing  'ell-wand'  in  his 
tlie  finger  of  God,  we  must  let  hira  hand,  while  at  his  h^ls  hobbled  Benjie, 
alone.'  with  two  pieces  of  wood  for  fiddle  and 

Hew  much  of  this  speech  the  father  bow,  on  woich  he  fantned  he  played,  in 
uideratood  we  cannot  decide.  To  a  man  imitation  of  the  village  fiddler,  Robbie 
nlearoed  save  in  practical  wisdom,  and  NichoL  As  he  accompanied  these  grat- 
ia the  knowledge  of  the  simple  truths  of  ing  sounds  with  his  v«ce, — a  very  fine 
tlis  Bible,  the  meet  part  of  it  must  have  one, — his  siecing  of  the  '  Flowers  of  the 
been  unintelli^ble ;  but  he  could  at  Forest' and 'Ower  the  Hills  and  far  awa' 
|«ut  make  this  out,  that  the  wisest  head  was  highly  prized  by  the  simple  pea- 
in  the  place,  the  minister's  alone  ex-  santry  amongst  whom  he  wandered, 
cepted,  had  tested  BenjLe's  capabilities  When  Benjie  was  about  twelve  years 
aod  found  them  wanting ;  so  he  could  of  age,  his  father  began  to  droop  and 
only  answer  sadly;  fade.    The  spring  was  unusually  severe, 

'Aweel,  ftweel,  Mr.  Smith,  it  is  the  and  the  biting  east  winds  seemed  to  chill 

Loid;  let  Him  do  what  seemetb  Him  his  blood,  wnile  a  ^w  fever  brought 

good.     "He  doeth  according  to  His  him  to  the  gates  of  death.    The  summer 

vili  in  the  army  of  heaven,  and  among  revived  him  o  little,  and  he  tried  to 

the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  and  none  work  at  the  loom,  to  satisfy  the  urgent 

can  stay  His  hand  from  working,  nor  say  entieaties  of  old  cmiomert ;  but  that  bad 

miloHim.WhatdoeBtTbon?"  Andyet,'  become  such  a  burden  uid  weariness, 
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that  it  was  with  difBAiltf  he  walked  ways  of  tiie  poor  imbecile  better  than  did 

from  honaetohoiue  dehTering  hiswehe,  RooHIbIop,  the  smith,  or  had  more  Bjm- 

avea  although  these  walks  extended  so  path;  with  his  helpless  ccaiditioii ;  and 

farther  than  the  villaKe.  the  idle  young  men  who  might  often  be 

Poor  Benjie  mieBed  his  loog  trodgBB  fonnd  linsOTtag  in  ita  precincts  were  not 

over   hill  and  plain ;   and  he   too  was  permitted,  in  his  heanng,  to  make  game 

missed  in  Tetnrn,  for,  being  a  great  fa-  of  the  lad. 

Toorite  at  the  secluded  fanns  and  cot-  '  Ah !  Jocli,  ye  didna  expect  that!' 

tages,  many  a  slice  of  bread  and  cheeee  exclaimed  the  smith  on  one  occasion  to 

hM  been  given  to  him  by  their  kindly  a  man  who  was  asking  Benjie  to  sing, 

inmates  as  a  reward  for  his  songs.    The  and  at  the  same  time  using  imseemly 

children,  too,  with  whom  he  had  played,  words,  and  to  whom  the  boy  had  an- 

wearied  for  him  much,  especially  blind  swered,  '  No  say  bad  words,  JoiA  lloin- 

Alie  Ker,  in  whose  dark  life  the  arriTa!  son  ;  gang  to  bad  place  if  ye  do.' 

of  Benjie  wsa  a  gleam  of  sunshine ;  and  '  He's  nae  fole  aft«T  a    Benjie,'  le- 

often,  as  days  and  weeks  passed,  and  still  torted  Jock,  amused  latber  than  taken 

he  came  not,  she  wonld  ask  her  mother  abad.    '  Wha  wad  think,  to  bear  him 

if  old  Jamee  and  his  eon  '  wadna  ever  speak   mony  a  time,  that   be  has  ony 

comeback  onymair;'  and  when  answered  sense  ava'? 

shortly  in  the  negative,  for  the  mother  '  I'll  tell  ye  what  it  is,  lads,'  answered 

knew  not  the  sensitive  natnre  of  the  the  smith,  '  he's  maybe  the  wisest  antmg 

blind  cbOd,  poor  Alie  would  go  out  and  us  for  a'  he  looks  sae  stupid ;  an'  God  his 

weepaloneforthelossof  her  companion,  gi'en  him  sparks  o'  wisdom  andeeuBeit 

Then  Benjie  had  grown  famihar  with  wad  be  weel  for  mony  o'  U8  if  we  had 

every  '  born '  over  whose  mossy  pools  the  like,  or  made  as  gnde  a  use  o'  what 

the  rowan  ttee  hung  its  coral  bwries.  we  hae.' 

He  knew,  too,  the  sunny  brae  where  the  Notwithstanding  the  most  carefuInnrE- 

rock  rose  ahd  wild  thyme  bloomed ;  and  ing,  James  got  weaker  and  weaker,  and 

even  the  '  anld  fail  dyke,'  on  many  a  by  the  end  of  summer  be  waa  confined 

moor  and  lea,  gay  wiui  nodding  blue-  entirely  to  a  sick-bed.     Benjie  hnng 

bells  and  yellow  bed-straw,  was  to  him  around  him,  and  showed  his  sympathy 

the  face  of  a  friend.  in  the  only  way  he  could  think  of  or 

Though  he  could  not  well  express  how  devise,  and  that  was  by  gathering  wild- 
much  he  longed  tor  these  days, — all  the  flowers,  which  he  brought  in  himdfuls, 
holiday  he  1  knew  or  cared  foF, — James  as  he  fonnd  them  by  the  marsh  or  sunny 
saw  with  grief  that  the  want  of  tliem  was  bank,  or  from  the  hills,  where  the  purple 
a  blank  in  the  poor  boy's  existence,  e^>e-  flush  of  the  heather  contrasted' wdl  with 
eially  as  he  durst  not  wander  from  home  the  rich  straw-colour,  ruddy  gold,  and 
without  his  father's  protection ;  for,  amber-brown  tints  of  the  bracken. 
though  popular  where  he  was  known,  One  day  Mr.  OUver,  the  minister, 
vet  among  strange  children  the  poor  boy  stepped  in,  as  was  his  custom,  to  visit 
had  often  been  subjected  to  petty,  but  the  dying  man,  not  so  much  to  impart 
to  him  painful,  provocations:  consolation,  as  to  learn  lessons  of  pa- 

When  summoned  home  to  his  meals,  tience  by  the  bed  of  the  aged  ChristiaB. 

he  might  generally  be  found  either  at  When  beenteredtheaotta^,hefoaiid 

the  carpenter's  shop,  gamig,  it  may  be,  Jamee   propped  up  with   pillows,  and 

at  the  Wright  putting  the  last  touch  to  breatJiing  heavily. 

a  blue  cart  with  red  wheels ;  or  at  tiie  '  He's  no  eo  weel  the  dsf,'  said  hia 

smithy,  listening  to  the  pleasant  tinkle  sister,  while  she  dust«d  a  cl^jr  for  the 

of  the  blacksmith's  anvil,  and  seeing  the  minister's  use,  '  bat  hell  be  glad  to  Gee 

Ktient  cart-horse  waitingjat  tie  door  to  you  ;  he  was  wearyin'  for  ye.' 

shod ;  or,  more  frequently  still,  iu  a  '  Ay,  ay,'  James  uttered  feebly,  '  I  am 

quiet  nook  by  the  '  bum,'  where,   at-  richt  glad  to  see  you,  Mr.  Oliver,  for  I 

tended  by  mllie  Jackson,  the  tailor's  baena  lang  to  be  amang  ye  noo;  an' 

son,  he  watched  the  trouts  as  they  glided  do  ye  ken,  I  was  just  mindin'  in  the 

out  and  in  amongst  the  roots   of   the  Pilgrim's  Progress  where   the   pilgriins 

alder  trees.  were  a'  waitin'  at  the  side  o'  tie  river 

I   have  said  the   smithy  was  one  of  till  the  kiag  sent  for  them.     So  1  am 

Benjie's  haunts ;  and  not  a  person,  his  just  waitin'  my  turn  like  them ;  an'  I  hae 

father  excepted,  knew  the  mind  and  gotten  my  message  too,  an'  it's  thiB : 
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"  Fear  thon  not,  for  I  am  with  thee ;  over.    Gently  fie  tapped  at  the  door, 

'e  not  dismayed,  for  I  am  thy  Qod  ;  I  which  was  qtdckly  opened  by  the  old 

He'B  away,  sir,'  she  toid  feelingly ; 

eoagnew." '  '  ne'e  at  reat  noo.' 

'  And  is  the  "  raOey  of  the  shadow  of  'Was  be  sensible  to  the  end?'  in- 

death"  ail  light?'  inqniredthe  minister,  quired  the  minister. 

'  ffeel,  1  canna  say  it's  a'  lich^'  was  '  He  was,'  she  answered,  wiping  with 

the  answer,  '  for  the  uiocht  o'  leavin'my  her  checked  apron  the  tears  that  trickled 

pmr  bairn  tronbles  me;  an'  yet  vihj  down  her  cheeks ;  'and  he  spent  his  last 

should  I  fear  for  him,  for  I  hae  seen  that  breath  prayin'  for  his  son.     1  heard  him 

God's  way  has  aye  been  the  beat?'    He  sayin',  no  five  minutes  or  he  died,  an'  I 

then  continued,  in  a  voice  trembling  as  ^ent  he  meant  Benjie,  "  0  Lord,  keep 

much  from  emotion  as  weakness,  '  Ay,  him  I"  and  then  he  came  over  the  text, 

llie  hold  met  me  when  I  was  a  proud  "  Thou  shalt  also  be  a  crown  of  glory  in 

an'  wtrkUy  man,  wi'  little  heart  for  ony-  the  hand  of  the  Ijord  ;"  '  and  here  her 

body  bat  my  Bin,  and  a'  the  time,  mind  voice  failed,  but  the  minister,  catching 

je,  makin' a  great  profession  e' religion ;  up  the  sentence,  exclaimed,   '"And  a 

an'  He  stripped  me  o'  a'  my  baima  but  royal  diadem  in  the  hand  of  thy  God."  ' 

this  ane,  that  hie  mother  ca'd  Benjamin  (And  never  after  conld  the  minister 

—I  m%ht  rather  hae  ca'd  him  Benoni,  fell  the  tale  without  a  glad  bright  tear 

for  my  heart  was  sair  eneugh  ;  and  then  filling  hia  eye,  so  much  of  faith  and  vie- 

my  w^e,  broken-hearted,  followed  them  tory  did  these  words  seem  to  breathe.) 

to  the  grave.    Bat  she  was  aye  of  a  dif-  '  And  how  does  the  lad  feet  it  ? '  he 

fraent  spirit  frae  me,  an'  dtdna  approve  next  inquired.     '  Do  yon  think  he  has 

a'  my  saving  turn.     Mony's  a  time,  if  I  any  sense  of  hia  loss  ? ' 

had  aaid  I  wished  onr  bairns  to  be  rich  '  No  doot  he  has,'  she  relied  em* 

Ml'  great,  she  aye  answered,  "  If  they're  phatioally.    '  There's  mair  in  that  laddie 

gnid,  Jamie,  I  care  little  abont  ri^ee  than  onybody  wad  think;  an'  I  whiles 

for  them;"  and  when  she  was  on  her  wondertF  the  Almighty, thathaaafflicted 

death-bed — Benjie  was  just  a  few  weeks  him  so  sair,  doesna  gie  him  comfort  in 

laid— she  charged  me,  as  I  hoped  to  meet  some  way  that  we   canna  understand, 

her  in  heavea,  to  bring  him  up  in  the  for  at  times,  when  he  is  sittin'  quiet,  an' 

[ear  o'  the  Ixjrd,  which  is  better  than  no  seemingly  carin'  about  anything,  he 

gold  or  rilver.     An'  noo,  though  they're  looks  so  pleased  and  happy.    The  other 

a' dead  but  ane,  and  that  ane  God-  day,  whenhe  was  in  ane  o' thae  thinkin' 

mtkn,  yet  1  can  say  He  hath  done  alt  fits,   on'   langhin'   to    bia    sel',  I  said, 

tliiogawell.  Still,  nature  is  strong  within  "What  is't,  Benjie?   what's  divertin' 

me,  and  I'm  often  feared  and  laitlilesB  ye  ?  "     He  answered,  "  I  see  bonnie 

atoat  my  puir  helptess  bairn.'  things,  auntie,  an'  1  hear  bonnie  words," 

'  Dad  I  dad  I'  exclauned  Benjie,  who,  But  come  in,  sir ;  I  haena  lieen  thinkin' 

MBeen,  had    entered  the  houae    and  what  I  was  doin'  keepin'  ye  so  lang 

drawn  near  the  bed,  '  dinna  be  feared ;  stanin'  at  the  door ; '  adding,  '  an'  ye'lt 

God  is  in  heayen !  God  is  in  heaven  I '  see  Benjie  yersel'.    The  dominie  was 

'  Out  of  the  mouth  of  babes  and  speakin'  to  him  when  je  cam'  f orrit.  Ho 
lacklic^  He  tiaa  perfected  praise,'  said  that  the  puir  thing  can  make  ony  sense 
Mr.  Oliver,  looking  reverently  upwwd ;  o'  so  muokle  biiiklair — 'deed,  I  dare- 
while  old  Jamea  exclaimed,  *  Hear  till  say  it  whiles  beats  a  wise  man  to  follow 
him,  Ur.  Oliver  J  hear  till  tiim  I  liis  faith  him.  He  dumfoundera  Benjie,  but  no 
is  a  reproof  to  me ; '  and  then,  tike  Jacob  doubt  he  means  kindly.' 
of  old,  making  an  effort  to  raise  him-  Mr.  Ohver  entered  as  desired,  and 
»lf,  he  spread  oat  liis  thin  withered  found  the  lad  sitting  by  the  fire,  seem- 
bandg  on  Benjie's  head,  and  said,  with  a  ingly  more  sad  and  bewildered  than  he 
dear  voicct  'The  angel  that  redeemed  had  ever  seen  him.  The  sun.  shone 
me  froyi  aU  evil  bless  the  lad,'  wid  brightly  in  at  the  small  paned  window 
Bank  back  cxtianated  on  liis  pillow.  whwh  looked  into  the  Uttle  garden  at  the 

Next  morning   the  minister    visited  back  of  the  cottage,  and  on  its  siU  was 

^jain  the  cottage  of  the  weaver,  but,  the  oat,  curled  up  and  asleep  among  a 

u  he  drew   near,   the   curtain   drawn  few  empty  reels,  and  a  rose-busli  flower - 

*<wm  the  window  told  liim  all  was  ing  in  a  well-scmbl>ed  pot.  By  the  bed. 
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on  which  laf  tiie  dead  body  of  the 
weaver,  stood  Mr.  Smith,  leaning  on  hia 

staff ;  and  wh^  the  miniater  entered  he 
grasped  hia  hand  and  aaid,  while  he 
pointed  to  the  coipae,  '  Reqaiescat  in 
pace,  "  After  life's  fitful  feyer  he  sleeps 
well,"  Agood  and  upriglit  man  he  was, 
Mr,  Oliver;  and  you  know,  "  Virtus 
sepiilcrum  condidxt ; "  in  other  words, 
"  Virtue  is  the  best  epitaph."  Tou  re- 
member the  lines  of  the  poet,  Mr.  Oliver : 


How  calm  his  ezitl 

Night  d«ws  fall  not  more  gently  to  tho 

gnmnd; 
TXoT    b«vy  worn-out    winda    expire    EO 

'Oi  it  reminds  me  of  thatveise,  "The 
path  of  the  just  is  as  the  shining  light, 
that  shineth  more  and  more  unto  the 
perfect  day," '  answered  the  minister ; 
then,  going  forward,  he  placed  his  hand 
kindly  upon  the  head  of  the  poor  imbe- 
cile, eayiDg : 

'  Yonr  father  has  gone  to  heaven, 
Benjie,  where  he  will  have  no  more  care 
nor  Borrow,  bnt  where  there  is  joy  for 
ever  at  God's  right  hand.' 

'  But  what  tor  did  dad  no  take  me  wi' 
him?'  inquired  the  boy,  wiatiully.  'He 
aye  took  me  hie  rounds,  an'  Benjie 
helped  to  carry  the  web  when  be  grew 
weary.' 

*  Ah  I  my  poor  boy,*  exclaimed  Mr. 
Oliver,  deeply  touched  by  the.  lad's 
words  and  looks, '  he  has  left  webs  and 
weariness  behind ;  hia  work  is  over  now, 


and  be  rests  from  his  labours.'  Thra, 
as  if  speaking  aloud  bis  thou^ts,  be 
continued,  '  "  And  the  ransomed  of  the 
Lord  shall  return  and  come  to  Zion,  vith 
songs  and  everlasting  joy  upon  thdr 
beads  ;  they  shall  obtain  joy  and  glad- 
ness, and  sorrow  and  sighing  ghall  flee 
away;"' adding,  'You  must  try  and  be  a 
good  lad,  Benjie,  and  go  t«  heaven  too.' 

'  God  hasoa  gi'en  me  muckle,'  replied 
Benjie  thoughtfully, '  an'  Ue'U  no  expect 
muckle.'  Then  his  countenance  bright- 
ened for  a  moment  with  a  wonderful 
gleam  of  intelligence,  and  pointing  hia 
finger  upward,  he  exdaimed,  'Ee'sjost! 
He  a  just !  He  hasna  gi'en  me  a  chance 
o'  kennia'  Him  now ;  He'll  do  it  yonder.' 

Awed  and  amazed,  Mr.  Oliver  turned 
away  to  brush  the  tear  from  his  eye, 
saying,  "  Great  and  marvelloas  are 
Thy  works.  Lord  God  AlmighU ;  just 
and  true  are  Thy  w^s.  Thou  King  of 
Bsinte.  Who  shall  not  fear  Thee,  0 
Lord,  and  glorify  Thy  name  ?  for  Tbon 
only  art  holy." '  While  the  schoolmagtet 
answered  solemnly,  '  This  nuts  to  shame, 
Mr.  Oliver,  the  learning  of  the  wise ;  lor 
after  all,  what  avails  Sie  knowledge  of 
llie  most  scholarly,  if  they  hoive  not  been 
taught  as  much,  and  from  the  sane 
source,  as  Benjie?  Ah,  sir,  truly  "all 
good  is  from  above" — "  omne  bonim  dt 
tupeiis." ' 

'  I  kent  there  was  aye  something  bj- 
ordinar'  about  that  laddie,'  ezclainied 
his  aunt,  who  had  been  a  silent  listeDeT 
while  the  two  genUemen  conveised  nitb 

(To  be  conlintied.') 
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A  CONSIDERABLE  pressure  has  of  late 
been  brought  to  bear  on  supplemented 
congregations,  with  the  view  of  raising 
the  amount  contributed  by  them  for 
stipends.  These  congregations  are,  for 
the  moat  part,  small  and  poor,  and  on 
the  whole  act  in  a  way  most  creditable 
to  them.  But  there  is  another  class  of 
congregations  whom  we  wish,  if  they 
will  allow  us,  to  address,  as  we  are  not 
without  hopes,  that  when  a  good  case  is 
made  out,  as  we  trust  it  mar,  they  will 
emulate  the  liberality  of  weaker  congre- 
gatiom.  There  are  a  considerable  num- 
r  of  our  congregations  who  give  a 
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stipend  above  the  minimum  of  £15T, 
10s.,  but  who,  it  appears  to  us  and  to 
others,  are  quite  aHe  to  support  their 
own  ministers  much  more  geneniud; 
than  they  are  now  doing.  Some  of  ' 
these  congregations  pay  a  stipend  of 
£200  a  ^ear,  and  may  cherish  the  belief 
that  this  is  an  income  amply  sufficient 
for  the  wanta  of  a  minister  and  bia 
family.  Now,  let  it  be  frankly  ac- 
knowledged that  there  are  congrega- 
tions giving  this  amount  who  do  ec 
at  conwderable  sacrifice,  and  who  oaght 
not  to  be  asked  to  give  more.  Where 
this  ii  the  case,  the  minister  ia  the  laat 
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man  to  hiat  n  com^bint,  or  expeot  an  tbat  he  baa  been  unable  to  lay  aaide  for 
iocreaBe.  And  let  it  also  b«  freelj-  ad-  bia  family  one  silver  Bizpence  of  bis 
tnitted,  that  £200  a  year,  with  a  manie,  stipend — must,  if  he  has  it,  draw  apon  a 
is  not  a  stipend  that  is  to  be  Bp(^en  little  hoard  he  bad  reserved  for  old  age, 
of  as  if  it  were  next  door  to  poverty,  or,  if  he  has  no  such  reserre  fund,  must 
How  many  of  our  miuiBteni  would  tliink  fare  the  harder, — and  all  this  in  the  face 
themselveB  rich  with  such  means !  But  of  a  congregation  prospering  in  material 
then  there  are  congregations,  not  a  few,  comforts,  and  to  all  appearance  in  other 
that  couid  without  incouvenience  add  respects  abowing  him  due  regard  and 
to  their  minist«r's  stipend  a  large  sum,  respect.  The  preses  of  a  congregation 
and  £200  a  year  is  not  what  it  was  ten  once  told  us  that  his  commercial  travel- 
er even  five  years  ago.  Every  house'  lers  had  double  the  stipend  of  his  mini- 
keeper  has  bad  this  brought  home  to  ster ;  and  this  gentleman  was  but  one 
his  own  experience  ybtj  forcibly ;  yet  out  of  several  gentlemen  in  easy  circam- 
somehovr  it  makes  a  very  inadequate  stances  in  the  congregation, 
impreaaion  on  many  congregations,  who  It  will  be  asked,  if  miuisteis  with 
fail  to  realize  that  tiieir  mioioter,  with  a  £200  a  year  are  somewhat  struteoed, 
stalionAcy  stipend,  is  becoming  every  what  becomes  of  those  who  have  only 
jear  poorer  and  poorer.  If  the  congre-  £150,  or  lees?  This  is  a  question  the 
gation  is  also  sinking  with  him,  there  is  United  Presbyterian  Church  will  need 
nothing  more  to  be  said,  but  to  pity  to  face  very  speedily,  as  they  cannot 
and  sympathixe  with  both ;  but  there  long  expect  students,  with  so  many 
arem&ny  congregations  that  have  ahared  attractions  round  them,  voluntarily  to 
very  largely  in  commercial  prosperity  embrace  poverty  in  a  Church  that  is 
nho  suffer  their  minister  to  remain  at  fast  becoming  wealthy.  A  poor  mini- 
the  stipend  fixed  twenty  years  ago,  and  ster  in  a  ridi  church  is  au  evil  that 
seem  to  think  no  rise  is  required,  al-  ought  not  to  be  endured.  We  do  not 
though  £200  now  is  not  worth  more,  choose  to  answer  what  becomes  of  such 
perhaps,  than  £130  or  £140  then.  The  ndnisters  and  their  families.  That,  nn- 
ministei  meanwhile  has  married ;  his  less  they  have  private  means,  they  are 
family  are  growing  up,  and  must  be  re-  unable  to  beep  a  servant ;  that  the 
Bpectably  clothed  and  educated ;  seasons  minister  never  seea  the  inside  of  a  new 
of  sickueea  have  pressed  heavily  on  his  book ;  that  the  clothes  of  the  family 
means ;  hospitahty  must  be  exercised  at  have  been  turned  and  mended  till  they 
the  manse  ;  the  minister  most  show  a  will  stand  no  further  manipulation,  are 
good  example  to  the  Church — and  all  the  least  of  the  evils.  We  dare  not  put 
this  on  £200  a  year,  with  its  dimimsbing  on  paper  what  we  know  on  this  subject; 
worth.  Meanwhile,  working  men  in  but  any  one  who  knows  the  expense  of 
the  congregation  have  by  industry  end  living  at  the  present  moment,  and  what 
ability  bec(»ne  well  to  do  in  the  world ;  the  demands  are  on  one  occupying  the 
gentlemen  live  in  houses  poeseesed  of  position  of  a  minister,  can  find  it  out  for 
every  luxnry ;  there  is  a  run  of  prosper-  himself  by  a  little  arithmetic.  We  have 
ity  tWugh  ail  grades  of  the  community,  not  put  down  anything  from  imagina- 
and  the  only  person  of  note  who  does  tion.  We  believe  that  want  of  conaidera- 
not  share  it  is  the  minister.  The  mint-  tion,  and  of  a  high  sense  of  honour,  have 
ster  cannot  urge  bis  own  claims.  Every  mnch  to  do  with  the  denial  of  a  sufficient 
servant  can  ask  her  mistress  for  a  higher  income  from  prosperous  congregations ; 
vsge ;  a  clerk  may  demand  an  increase  and  we  are  not  without  hope  that,  the 
<rf  salary ;  the  precentw  can  send  in  a  matt«r  having  been  brought  forward  in 

aaest  for  a  rise ;  even  the  beadle  may  this  definite  way,  some  congregations 

lehis  wante  and  wishes  known ;  but  will  unitatetheeiampleof  their  brethren, 

the  minister  must  be  silent — must  deny  who  are  adding  £50  and  £100,  as  their 

himseU  books— must  pare  down  his  ex-  own  means  are  enlarged,  to  their  mini- 

penses  in  every  possible  way—- must  be  ster's  stipend, 

content  at  the  end  of  a  lifetime  to  know  B.  T.  C. 
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THK  UPPIHES3  OF  PRACTICE. 

Thus  in  all  tbese  three  refereaces  jott  see  that  dcnng  only  brings  in  the  happineaa ; 
Tithout  which  all  our  knovring  loakeB  and  leaves  us  bnt  di^ononrable  to  God, 
ancomfortable  to  oniselvea,  ncandalonB  to  others,  in  no  nearer  terms  of  h^pineas 
thitn  Balaam,  Judas,  and  the  devil  himself,  who,  the  more  they  know,  the  worse 
for  them — the  more  ain,  and  the  more  punishment.  They  do  bnt  teach  God  bow 
to  condemn  them. 

Use  1;  of  reproof. — If  knowing  mftde  np  happiness,  England  were  an  hapOT 
nation,  our  tdmee  as  happy  as  ever  axij  \  but  if  doing  be  required,  great  is  the 
felicity  of  both,  *0f  irtuch,  shall  I  complain  in  the  wcards  of  Seneca,  Men  now-a- 
days  choose  rather  to  discourse  than  to  live,  study  styles  rather  than  deeds ;  or  in 
Bernard's,  men  desire  knowledge  to  be  known  by  it ;  or  as  Anacharsie  taxed  the 
Athenians  for  nung  their  money  to  count  withal,  and  knowledge  to  know  withal ; 
or  as  TnUy  of  the  phOosophere,  that  their  lives  and  their  disconrBes  miserably 
eroesed  one  another?  The  tmth  is  this,  a  plethory  and  dropsy  there  is  of  hearing 
and  reading;  a  dearth  and  consumption  of  doing;  moat  ever  gathering,  never 
using ;  not  unlike  some  old  university  drones,  ever  in  studying  and  learning,  never 
preachiiig  or  venting  their  studies.  Like  tedious  mueiciuiB,  ever  tuning  and  never 
playing,  or,  like  the  changeling  Lnther  mentions,  ever  suckling,  never  battling ;  lyt 
uke  dying  men,  and  sick  of  apoplexies,  with  speech,  but  no  faculty  locomotive, 
no  power  to  stir  band  or  foot.  Few  (I  confess)  troubled  in  these  times  with  the 
deaf  and  dumb  spiritb,  but  most  having  withered  hands,  and  dried  arms,  and 
lame  feet. 

This  same  want  of  doing  what  we  know,  what  does  it  else  but  make  common 
peojde  blaspheme  God?  doubt  whether  all  divinity  be  but  policy,  and  the  Scrip- 
tures a  fable  ?  Verily,  the  atheism  of  the  times  hath  this  for  its  principal  fountam 
and  pretext.  There  waa  a  woman  lately  living,  much  spoken  ot  in  some  parts  of 
this  umd,  living  in  professed  doubt  of  the  Deity,  after  illumination  and  repentance 
hardly  comforted,  who  often  protested  that  the  vicious  and  offensive  life  of  a  great 
karaed  man  in  the  town  where  she  lived  occasioned  those  dunned  doobts.  This 
opens  men's  moutlis,  and  gives  the  hint  of  all  blasphennes,  scorns,  and  seo&s  of 
religion ;  such  as  he  broke  upon  the  Jesuits,  whom  in  foreign  nations  they  call 
apostles.  '  The  apostles,  indeed,  showed  the  world  heaven,  left  the  earth  to  earthly 
men,  got  heaven  tiiemselves :  but  we  are  more  beholding  to  onr  new  ones ;  they 
diow  us  heaven,  leave  it  to  vs  to  purchase,  and  cosen  us  only  of  earthly  poaseasious 
in  the  mean  time.'  This  made  Linacre,  reading  upon  the  New  Testament  the  fifth, 
sixth,  and  seventh  chapters  of  Saint  Matthew,  and  comparing  those  mles  with 
Christians'  lives,  to  throw  down  the  book,  and  buist  out  into  this  protestation, 
'Either  this  is  not  God's  gospel,  or  we  arc  not  Christians  and  gospellers.'  Qnestion- 
lese,  the  more  any  men  know,  or  profess  to  know,  and  the  less  they  do,  the  more 
do  tbey  diahononr  God. 

And  what  are  such  themselves  the  better  for  their  knowledge?  but  as  the 
preacher  experimentally  speaks,  '  He  that  increaseth  such  knowledge  addeth  sor- 
row.' Their  folly  I  cannot  better  expreee  than  Erasmus,  in  his  dialogue  of  a  carnal 
gospeller,  whom  he  calls  Cyclops  Evangeliopharui,  a  awaggering  ruffian,  affecting 
yet  the  name  of  a  gospeller,  whom  he  describes  having  by  one  side  a  bottle  M 
rich  sack,  and  by  the  other  a  .Testament  of  Erasmus'  translation,  richly  bound 
and  bossed,  the  leaves  gilt  over  as  fair  as  his  life  was  fouj  and  conditions  base. 
This  man  he  discovers  by  certain  interrogatories  to  have  no  inward  knowledge  or 
affection  to  the  gospel,  nor  better  proof  of  his  love  thereto  than  that  he  carried  it 
always  about  him,  and  had  laid  it  upon  the  pate  of  a  FranoiBcan,  that  had  nuled 
on  Erasmus  and  the  new  gospellers.  To  convince  him,  he  asks  him,  What  if  he 
were  tied  ever  to  carry  the  bottle  at  his  girdle  and  never  to  taste  of  it ;  or  bnt  to 
taste  only  and  never  to  drink  it  down  ?  His  answer  is,  that  were  but  a  punishment 
Tantalus-like.  But  what  if  he  did,  as  liis  manner  was,  drink  deeply  of  it  ?  He 
then  anaweiE,  it  would  warm,  his  heart,  refresh  his  spirits,  cheer  his  countenance. 
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So,  sayH  he,  would  that  little  book,  if  thou  didat  eat  it  down,  oonooet,  digest,  and 
tuni  it  into  nutriment  is  thy  life  u)d  practice.  Hy  meanina;  ia  not  in  this  relation 
to  tax  Bible -carrTiog,  which  I  hold  a  better  grace  than  rapiers  or  fana  of  feathers, 
but  only  to  show  the  foppery  of  them  that  carry  them  in  their  hands,  w  in  theii 
memories  or  nnderBtandings,  as  asaes  do  dainty  bnidenB  and  taste  not  of  them, 
have  no  fruit  of  them  thetwelves. — Adaks. 

EID  BT  A  ■IBKEAD. 

Sir  John  Hebscbel,  the  great  astronomer,  was  skilful  in  nieasnrinK  the  size  of  the 
planete,  and  determining  the  poaition  of  the  stars.  Bat  he  found  that,  snch  was 
the  distance  of  the  stars,  a  eilk  thread  stretched  across  the  glass  of  his  telescope 
would  Nitirely  cover  a  star ;  and  moreover,  that  a  silk  fibre,  however  small,  placed 
upon  the  same  glass,  would  not  only  cover  the  star,  but  would  conceal  so  much  of 
&e  heavffliB  that  the  star,  if  a  small  one,  and  near  the  pole,  would  remain  obscured 
behind  that  silk  fibre  several  seconds.  Thus  a  silk  fibre  appeared  to  be  larger  in 
diameter  than  a  star. 

And  yet,  every  star  is  a  heavenly  world,  a  world  of  light,  a  snn  shining  upon 
other  worlds,  as  our  sun  shines  upon  this  world.  Onr  sun  is  eight  hundred  and 
Nghtv-siz  thonsand  miles  in  diiuneter,  and  yet,  seen  from  a  distant  star,  our  sun 
cotdif  be  covered,  obscured,  hidden  behiud  a  single  thread,  when  that  thread  is 
near  the  eye,  although  in  a  telescope. 

Just  so  we  have  seen  some  who  never  could  behold  the  heavenly  world ;  they 
slmys  complained  of  dimneiB  of  vision  and  dulnese  of  comprehension  when  they 
looked  towacfd  the  heavenly  home.  Yon  might  strive  to  comfort  them  in  afflic- 
tion, or  poverty,  or  distress ;  but  no,  they  could  not  see  Jesus  as  the  Snn  of 
Eighteousness.  Ton  might  direct  their  eyes  to'  the  Star  of  Bethlehem  through  the 
telescope  of  faith  and  holy  confidence  ;  but  alas  I  there  is  a  secret  thread,  a  flla- 
ment,  a  silken  fibre,  wbi<^,  holding  them  in  subserviency  to  the  world,  in  some 
wav  obacurea  the  light,  and  Jesus,  the  Star  of  Hope,  is  eclipsed,  and  their  prospect 
is  oarkened.  There  are  times  when  a  very  small  self-gratification,  a  very  little  lova 
ol  plessare,  a  very  small  thread,  may  hide  the  light.  To  some  sinners,  Jesus,  aa 
Eavioor,  f^pears  very  far  ofi ;  but  far  off  as  He  may  appear.  He  certainly  can  be, 
sod  shall  be  eeen  where  the  heart  lets  nothing  intervene  to  hide  His  face. 

The  little  boy  who  held  the  sixpence  near  his  eye  said,  'Ah,  mother,  it  is  bigger 
than  the  room  !'  and  when  he  drew  it  still  nearer,  be  exclaimed,  *  Ob,  mother,  it  is 
lugger  than  all  out  doors  I'  And  in  jnst  that  way  the  worldling  hides  God,  and 
Chtist,  and  judgment,  and  eternity  from  view,  behind  some  paltry  pleasure,  some 
trifling  joy,  or  some  smell  possession  which  shall  perish  with  the  using,  and  pass 
sway,  with  all  earth's  lasts  and  glory,  in  tbo  approaching  day  of  Gfod  Almighty. 
How  little  will  all  these  trifles  seem  in  the  hour  of  death  and  in  the  day  of  jndg> 
ment  I  A  thread  can  hide  a  star.  A  sixpence  can  hide  the  view  of  everythino; 
uound  us ;  and  a  man  with  bat  a  little  of  this  fleeting  world  may  blind  his  mini^ 
haiden  his  heart,  and  he  may  lose  himself,  and  be  cast  away  at  last. — The  Sabbalh 
Sciooj  Masejiger. 


'§t!mt  €ixch. 

ADDRESS  DELIVEEBD  AT  A  SABBATH- SCHOOL  SOraEE.* 
Now,  my  dear  children',  having  had  so  benefit?  How  difficult  it  i 
man;  pleasant  things  to  look  at,  and  so  gather  in  onr  wandering  in  .„ 
many  of  the  good  things  of  this  life  to  and  to  fis  and  stay  our  scattered 
feast  yourselves  with^,  do  you  think  thoughts '  on  a  sermon  or  address  about 
yoa  will  be  able  to  give  me  your  our  highest  interests  I  This  subject  once 
attention  while  I  say  a  few  woriis  to  was  talked  over  by  two  men.  One  of 
you,  so  that  your  minds  as  well  as  your  them  affirmed  he  had  no  difficulty  in 
bodies  may  perchance  receive  some  following  the  entire  services  of  the 
*  Host  of  the  children  present  were  very  young,  and  it  wse  thought  deshr&bia  to  mate  the 
ermn'bg  very  email :  this  acmonts  for  tba  apparent  excess  of  Bimplioity  and  plalnneiE. 
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sanctuary  vith  ut>diTided  atteDtiou.  The  elftborate  and  interesting  books,  called  Mr. 

other  requested  him  to  watch  Minself  Smiles  (is  not  that  a  nice  name  for  the 

naiTowlfoa  the  sncceoding  Sabbath, and  writer  of  abook?    Would  younotiDucb 

report  futhfolly.     Ver;  crestfallen  wai  rather  rend  one  written  by  Mr.  Smiles 

the  boaster  at  next  meetine,  for  he  had  than  Mr.  Tears?  V  had  a  great  deal  to  do 

to  confesB  (he  was  a  manufoctiver)  that  besides  writing  oooks;  and  when  asked 

even  during  the  flrstprajerhisthonghts  how  he  managed  to  do  Bo  macb,  said 

iDOiild  wander  away  in  wondering  how  he  always  remembered  that  each  hour 

many  looms  the  church  might  contain,  if  as  it  passed  would  never  return.     Now, 

it  wore  fitted  up  in  the  way  of  liis  bna-  a  great  many  people  seem  quite  to  fca-- 

ness!     However,  as  you  have  no  business  get   thia.      An  old  man   of   threescore 

to  attend  to  as  yet,  only  yoar  lessons,  years  and  ten  was  sitting  one  night 

and  they  will  pcriiaps  not  be  so  apt  at  looking  into  the  dying  fire,  amidst  the 

any  time  to  run  in  your  minds  as  the  solemn    memories   of    the   dying   year. 

man's  aSaiis  were  to  run  in  his,  jou  And  his  life  rose  up  before  h'"i  ;  and  it 

may  succeed  in  giving  me  your  attention  was  not  a  pleasant  sight,  for  he  had 

foraveryt'er^httle,  while  I  speak  to  you.  been  a  bad,  selfish,  self-indulgent  man. 
And  as  he  looked  at  it,  and  thought  how 

I.   0/  things  you  icon't  get  though  you  different  it  might  have  been,  and  in  the 

cnj  for  them.  impulse  of  remorse  resolved  it  would  be 

Children  are  apt  to  cry,  and  to  cry  were  it  to  be  lived  over  again,  he  cried, 

very  uproariously,  for  things  which  their  '  Give  me  back,  give  me  back  again  the 

pareots,  for  wise  and  good  reasons,  don't  happy  days  of   youth  t'  but  the   only 

wish  to  give  them,  and  even  for  things  answerwas  the  striking  of  the  clock,  that 

which  tbey  could  not  give  them  though  told  him  that  the  year  and  his  t^gone 

they  wished.     You  have  heard  the  pro-  life  were  fled  for  ever, 
verb,    '  It's  no  use   crying  over  spilt 

milk.'     Perhaps  some  of  you  have  been  II.   Of  things  you  wori'l  get  though  you 

sent  for  the  milk  to  your  breakfast,  and  tr^for  them, 

you  have  been  going  carelessly  along.  There  is  a  little  hymn  with  which  you 
and  your  foot  haBStruckagaiustastone,  are  all  famihar,  the  refrain  of  which 
and  lo !  your  pitcher  has  flown  from  is.  Try,  try,  try  again.  Well,  it  is 
you,  and  vour  milk  is  scattered  on  the  wonderful  what  has  been  done  by  the 
road.  Well,  vou  get  up  and  you  cry  over  men  of  stout  heart,  that  have  merer 
tbe  spilt  milK  i  but  has  your  cryingever  been  daunted,  but,  when  seemingly  de- 
brought  it  ba<*?  I  have  heard  of  cbil-  feated,  have  just  tried,  tried,  tried 
dren  crying  for  things  as  impossible  to  again.  But  still  there  are  things  which 
be  had.  A  little  boy,  one  fine  bright  you  won't  get  or  do,  though  you  do  try 
night,  was  carried  out  by  his  mother  to  veiy  much,  nay,  with  all  your  might, 
a  neighbour's  house,  and  on  his  way.  One  of  these  is,  lo  seem  bigger  and  better 
looking  up  to  the  skies,  he  saw  die  moon  than  you  really  are.  Little  children  like 
shining  so  clear,  and  calm,  and  beauti-  to  be  thought  big;  and  it  pleases  them 
ful;  and  be  was  quitedelighted  with  tbe  well,  when  a  friend  or  relative  visits 
moon,  which  was  all  right,  and  as  it  them  after  a  year's  absence,  to  be  told 
should  be.  But  then  be  wished  to  get  that  they  are  growing  very  fast.  But 
the  moon  into  his  arms,  and  to  carry  it  however  fast  you  may  grow,  you  will 
home  with  him.  And  do  you  think  his  never  seem  to  be  a  foot  or  an  inch  taller 
mother,  however  indnlgent  she  might  than  your  real  height.  And  so,  what  is 
be,  could  gratify  that  wish?  And  so  more  important,  yon  will  never  contrive 
the  poor  foolish  fellow  went  crying  to  to  seem  belter  than  you  really  are.  As 
bed,  and  sobbing  as  if  his  heart  would  it  is  with  you  in  your  heart,  bo  will  it 
break,  becanee  he  could  not  get  the  be  in  your  character  and  conduct,  and 
moon.  Butithere  ore  many  other  things  all  attempts  to  magnify  yourselves  as 
besides  the  moon  that  are  not  to  be  to  stature  or  worti)  wilt  signally  and 
had  for  the  crying  for.  As  this  is  now  ruinously  fail.  One  day  a  frog  was 
ti»e  vely  close  of  tie  year,  1  may  mention  sitting  quietly  with  her  young  in  a 
that  one  of  these  is  time  that  is  pant,  meadow,  and  she  knew  she  was  much 
When  a  year  or  an  hour  is  past,  it  is  bigger  than  -they;  but  an  ox  went  by, 
gone  never  to  come  bock.  A  gentle-  ana  she  envied  liim  his  great  «ie. 
man  who  has  written  a  great  many  very  And  so  she  began  to  blow  and  pntC  her- 
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self  out,  ever  asUng,  aa  Ediedid  so,  if  her  Talk  in  the  way  tliat  leads  to  heaven  nn- 

little  oues  Uionght  ehe  waa  now  aa  big  uded  and  alcme.    God  most  help  you. 

as  the  01 ;  bat  alwaya  being  told  she  And  how  veil  it  will  be  for  you  if  you 

was  not,  she  pufFed  and  blew  till  she  leam  thia  lesson  at  the  very  outset  of 

buret  saunder,  and  died  in  her  vain  your  life,  and  be  delivered  from  that 

attempt  to  rival  the  ox.  vain    confidence    in   self  which  m  so 

Another  tiling  yon.  won't  get  though  natnial  to  the  yonng,  and  which  has 

yon  try,  is  real  and  unmiied  pleasure  mined  mnltitndea  of  immortal  souk  I 
fromtin.    Toungpeoplcareaptto think, 

when  their  fathers  and  mothers  forbid  III.  Of  thingt  you  mill  get  if  you  rightly 

them  to  do  certain  things,  that  they  are  ask  them. 

imkind,  and  wish  to  lessen  their  enjoy-  You  read  in  the  Bible  a  great  deal 

ment.    But  the  truth  is,  it  is  just  be-  about  pr;iying;   and  praying  is  asking 

c&Dse  they  know  that  aa  poison  Villi,  BO  — asking    of    God.      Now   this   aaking 

lia  also  deetroya  —  destroys  both  soul  doesn't  mean   repeating,  in    a    sleeOT, 

and  hody.    It  Bometiinea  pnta  on  a  very  thoughtlees  way,  a  form  of  words  which 

gfty  and  attractive  aspect — for    Satan  yon  have  been  taught;  but  putting  yonr 

can  appear  as  an  sngel  of  light ;  but  it  heart  into  it.     When  yoQ  are  out  amua- 

iaawhited  sepulchre  at  beat— fair  with-  ing  yqureelres,  and  grow  hungry  at  your 

ont,  bat  inwardly  full  of  rottenness  and  play,  and  then  go  in  to  ask  a  piece  of 

dead  men's  bones.      A  little  boy  was  or^,  your  heart  is  in  it.     You  know 

playing  in  a    garden    in  which  were  what  you  want,  and  speak  in  no  listless 

beautiFnl  flowers.     One  of  them  very  way,  but  asif  youreally  meaotit.    And 

mnoh  struck  his  fancy,  and  (hough  be  this  is  prayer — knowing  what  we  really 

lisd  l>een  forbidden  to  pull  any,  he  went  wish,  and  then  aaking  It  from  God  as  a 

forward  witbBt«althyBtepandp1uckedit,  we  really  meant  it.    Bnt  what  may  we 

when  lo  I  he   threw  it  from  him  with  a  eipect  to  get  from  God  it  we  pray  to 

cry  of  pain:  a.  wasp  was  concealed  within  Him?     Oh  I  my  dear  children,  what  may 

its  fairy  leaves,  and  stung  him.    And  so  we  not  expect  ?  Everything  that  is  good, 

is  it  with  all  onlawful  pleasures;  when  that  is  best  for  us — for  this  life  and 

plucked  thej  sting,  and  their  end  is  that  which  is  to  come.    Thus  we  need 

death.  very  much  a  right  spirit.    The  Psalmist 

But  yA  a  third  thing  children  cant  David  cried  to  God,  '  Create  in  me  a 
get  if  they  try,  and  ^t  is,  to  get  to  dean  heart,  0  Lord,  and  renew  withui 
SeauM  in  their  own  strength.  Your  me  a  right  spirit.'  And  the  answer 
parents,  your  Sabbath-school  teachers,  which  God  gives  is,  '  A  clean  heart  will 
four  kind  Christian  friends  tell  you  T  give  you,  and  a  right  spirit  will  I  put 
about  heaven,  and  they  tell  you  that  it  within  you.'  And  what  a  precious' 
is  more  grand  and  beautiful  and  blessed  gift  this  is!  For  a  clean  heart  is  one  free 
tbao  it  is  possible  for  vou  or  any  one  to  &om  evil  and  wrong  thoughts  and  feel- 
conceive;  and  you  wish,  allof  you,  when  ingB,and  full  of  happinessand love.  How 
;on  leave  this  earth,  to  go  to  heaven,  apt  children  are  to  bite  and  devour  one 
Jolin  Bunyan,  in  his  wonderful  book  another,  to  brawl  and  figbtl  Insteadof 
I^  FilgriTo's  Progress,  tells  us  that  he  looking  on  the  things  of  others,  they  look 
dreamed  that  he  was  at  the  open  gale  oi  on  their  own,  and  care  for  themaelvea, 
heaven,  and  when  he  saw  the  bappy,  oh,  only.  Two  children,  of  about  the  ages 
so  happy  company  of  the  redeemed,  ha  of  five  and  seven,  were  in  the  habit  of 
wished  himself  amongst  them.  Now  playing  very  much  together  in  a  garden 
this  is  the  wiah  of  all  of  us.  But  if  we  before  the  door.  And  they  were  always 
ueevertohaveitgratified,  wemuattiy,  so  peaceful  and  happy  Uiat  a  neign- 
but  not  depending  on  our  own  strength,  bour,  who  had  often  oheerved -them  with 
hut  on  the  strength  of  God.  Yon  have  much  dehght,  asked  how  they  came  to 
Eeea  jour  little  brotfaera  and  sisters  be-  be  always  so  happy.  '  Oh,'  they  said, 
ginning  to  walk.  With  what  difficulty  '  we  always  just  gipe  in  to  one  another.* 
they  stood  upright,  and  how  impossibM  This  is  the  aecret  of  home  happiness  ; 
itwasfortbem  togofromoneendof  the  but  it  ia  the  aecret  of  the  Loc^,  and  it 
room  to  the  other ;  but  you  have  seen  is  with  them  that  fear  Him,  and  ia  the 
your  motbertake  them  by  the  hand,  and  blessed  possession  of  those  who  have  got 
then,  thoueli  totteringly,  how  safely  they  the  new  heart 
went  oa  tneir  way  I    And  bo  yon  cannot  But  God  wilt  give  ns  His  own  Son  if 
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we  will  ask  Him.     And  He  ia  called  times  bo  tired  at  night  tiiat  jOD  omit 

'  the  gift  unspeakable ; '  for  it  inclDdee  your  prayers,  or  repeat  tiiem  in  a  very 

every  other,  and  exceeds  all  price.  '  How  drowsy  maiuier  ? 
Bhall  He  who  spared  not  Bia  own  Son,        It  is  t^)  be  feared  that  this  is  too  often 

but  delivered  Him  ap  for  lu  all,  not  with  the  case.     But  you  will  legret  this,  it 

Him  alsofreely  give  us  aU  things?'    If  a  may  be,  when  regret  ia  unavailuig.    One 

man  were  to  give  you  a  pound,  surely  of  the  beet  men — the  meet  deviled  and 

he  wonld  not  gmdge  yoa  a  penny  ;  or  heaTenly-minded  of  whom  I  ever  read— 

if  he  were  to  give  you  a  magnificent  sud,  after  a  life  shortened  by  an  excess 

fortune,  he  would  readily  grant  you  a  of    prayerful  labours,  *  I  wish  1  had 

single  pound.    But  what  shall  we  com-  prayed  more.'    Ob,howmany  onadying 

pare  with   the  worth  of  Jesus?     'We  bed  have  deeply  regretted  many  many 

have  been  redeemed,  not  with  anch  cor-  hours  spent  in  indolence  or  siu  !  hat 

rapUble  things  as  silver  or  gold,  but  with  have  any  ever  regretted  a  eingte  hour  or 

the  precious  blood  of  Christ,  as  (^  a  momentspentinearneetprayer?  'Fray,' 

lamb  without  blemish  and  without  spot.'  then,  my  dear  children,  'without  ceasing. 

If,  then,  we  ask  anything  in  His  name,  Be  instant  in  prayer.     Be  careful  for 

it  shall  be  given  09.  nothing,  but  in  everything  by  prayer 

Now,  my  dear  children,  do  yon  really  and  supplication,  with  thanksgiving,  let 

pray  to  God  ?    Do  you  sometimes  get  your  requests  be  made  known  to  God ; 

up  so  lat«  in  the  morning  that  yon  eat  and  the  peace  of  God,  which  paaseth  all 

rapidly  your  breakfast,  and  then  rush  understanding,  will  kwpyoornearte  and 

prayerless  to  school ;  and  are  you  some-  minds  through  Jesus  Christ.' 


|ntcl%tnH.— ^niftb  Ipreabsterian  €fyxu^. 


Btrvkk — This  presbytery  met' on  the 
2d  of  December — ^tbe  Rev.  James  Stephens, 
U.A.,  moderator.  The  annual  Committee 
on  Statistics  was  appointed — the  Rev.  A. 
B.  Robertson,  convener.  The  Synod 
remit  on  the  admission  of  ministers  and 
probation  era  from  other  Churches  was 
read,  and  it  was  agreed'to  espreas  a 
faronrable  opinion  of  the  roles  and  queries 
embodied  in  the  remit.  A  communication 
was  read  from  Dr.  Scott,  on  the  subject 
of  a  series  of  evangelistic  services  to  be 
held  in  the  various  congregations.  The 
Bev.  F.  Mearns  proposed  the  folloning 
leaolutions,  which,  after  cqnaideratioa, 
wereunanimously  agreed  to : — '  1.  The  pres- 
bytery call  the  attention  of  the  congrega- 
boQl  under  their  iaspectian  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Syni>d  in  May  last,  that 
the  presbyteries  of  Cbe  Church  should  en- 
deavour to  make  such  arrangementa  as 
may  secure  that  a  series  of  evangelistic 
services  be  held  in  each  congregation  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  on  snc- 
cessive  evenings,  at  a  suitable  time,  in  the 
conrae  of  the  year  ending  in  May  next. 
3.  !EeappoiDi  toe  Evingeliaiic  Committee 
to  assist  mioisterg  in  obtaining  speakers 
for  such  meetings,  when  sessions  have 
fixed  the  time  for  them ;  or  otherwise  to 
co-operate  with  sessions  in  carrying  out 
the  resolution  of  the  Synod.    3.  The  prea- 


fi  already  held 
North  Bnndei- 
Committee  were 
Qir  of  the  Een. 
M'Leish,  and 


bytery  recommend  that  the  minister  of 
each  congregation  should,  as  far  as  ponsiblei 
preside  at  each  meeting ;  and  that  tlie 
series  should  begin  and  end  with  a  SabbatL 
4.  It  is  also  recommended  that  meetings 
for  prayer  should  be  held  to  implore  toe 
blessing  of  God  on  the  public  services,' 
Interesting  facts  were  stated  as  to  bene- 
ficiai  results  Irom  me< 
at  Dense,  Coldstream, 
land.  The  Evangelist 
then  appointed,  coaeislinj 
Dr.  Cairns,  P.  Mearns,  J 
C  H.  Main — Mr.  Mearns, 
Steedman,  student,  delivered  a  lecture  on 
Iia.  Ixi.  1-3,  which  was  approved  of.  The 
Bev.  B.  Simpson,  H.A.,  was  appointed 
moderator  for  the  next  six  months.  Next 
meeting  of  presbytery  was  appointed  to 
be  held  on  the  STih  of  January  1874. 

Edinlmrgh.. — This  presbytery  met  on 
6tli  January—Rev.  Mr.  Robertson,  Breid 
Street,  moderator.  The  presbyter;  look 
up  conaideration  of  the  rnles  and  qceriei 
sent  doivn  from  the  Synod  with  regard 
to  admission  of  ministers  of  other  denomi- 
nations into  the  United  Presbyterian 
Cburch.  The  roles  were  approved  of^ 
Mr.  Gemmell  dissenting.  The  call  from 
the  Roae  Street  congregation  to  the  Bev. 
Fergns  Ferguson  of  Dalkeith  was  coa- 
sidered.  Tbe  reasons  of  translation  and 
answers  haviog  been  read,  Mr.  Pergnson 
said  he  could  never  receive  a  call  present- 
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iug  Btronrer  indacemenla    to   leave  hii  of  the  Ajr  Committee  of  Ssperintendoiee 

present  cfisr^  bat  his  itrength  vu  no  during  the  recBH.      Mr.    Alexander  D, 

more  than  aafficientCoT  hii  pre^nt  datie*,  Gray  wai  tranaferred  to  the  Preabjterj 

ud  he  had  decided  to  retain  the  charge  of  Lancaahire.     Bead  circnlar  from  the 

originall;  pat  into  hie  hands  by  the  prea-  Bjnod'g  Committee  on  Theological  £da- 

bjKtj,  and  to  remain  with  bis  present  cation  anent  cbangea  adopted  liut  Hay 

congregation.     The  call  was  accordingly  by  the  Synod.     Having  read  the  circulM* 

laid  aiide  by  the  presbytery.    The  BeT.  from  the  Home  Secretary  on  the  aabject 

Dr.  Davidson  read  a  report  of  the  pro-  of  Home  Evangelization,  the  preabytery 

ceedingi  which  had  taken  place  at  a  meet-  foand  that  they  had  anticipated  ita  object 

iug  of  his  own  congregation,  met  for  the  in   their   conference   of  elderg   in   June 

puipoae  of  calling  a  coUeagne  and  snC'  last,  and  made  pToviaion  for  all  the  Hiiions 

cesior  to  himself.     The  report  stated  that  and  congregationi    within    their  boands 

Mr,  W.  Gieorge  Forhes,  probationer,  was  taking    part    in    the  important  work  of 

ibe  nnanimong  choice  of  the  meeting,  and  Home  SvangeLization,  —  This  preabjteij 

Ibit  a  call  to  him  had  been  signed  by  S4e  met  again  at  Kilmarnock  on  the  9th  De- 

membeFS  and  3i  adherents  of  the  cbarch.  cember — Bev.  George  Copland,  moderator. 

The  action  of  Dr.  Davidson  was  approTcd.  The  Rev.  R.  M.  M'lnnea  naa  appointed 

The  ciU  was  then  read,  after  which  the  moderator  For  the  next  six  montba.    Ap- 

moderator  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  pointed  farther  sick  sapply  to  Mnirkirk, 

Forbes,   who    intimated    bis    acceptance  Holm,  Kilmarnock,  and   Saltcoata,  East. 

thereof.    Oo  the  motion  of  Dr.  Bruce,  the  Bevised  liat  of  contribntiona  payable  by 

presbytery  engaged  in  prayer  in  connec-  the  congresatioas   within  the  boands  to 

lion  with  the   religions   awakening  that  the  Synod  Fund,  as  given  by  the  Finance 

vu  being  experienced    throughout    the  Committee,  and  found  that  thej  had  gene- 

dljr.   The  devotions  were  conducted  by  rally  paid  their  rated  same  at  the  proper 

Bev.  Dr,  Bruce  and  Bev.  Mr.  Bobertson,  time.     Took  up  printed  circular  from  Dr. 

Newmgton.— Also,  this  presbytery  met  at  Scott  calling  the  atteation  of  the  preaby- 

Dilkeith  on  IBth  December,  for  the  ordi-  teriea  to  '  suggeations '  for  the  ekpanaion 

nilion  of  Mr.  Andrew  Hnnter,  A.M.,  B.D.,  of  the  Augmenlatton  of  Stipend  Scheme. 

tD  the  pafiorate  of  King's  Fark  Church.  Agreed,  ^er  some  diwusgion,  to  remit 

The  eervicea  were  conducted  by  Bev.  Dr.  the  whole  of  these  docaments  to  the  pres- 

Brace  and  Bev.  Mt.  Dobbie,  Leilh.  bytery'a  Aagmentation   Committee,   with 

GlaegotB, — This  presbytery  met  on  13th  instructions  to  take  them  into  considera- 

Jaenary— Dr.  Toung,   moderator.      The  tion,  and  report  to  next  meeting  of  pres- 

"  "   '       "'       '      "' ■"'---    ".-  —  -.-  .    .-         Read  letter  from  the  CO"    " 

-miluB,  stating  that  they 
]  the  stipend  of  their  i 

.     .__._,  £200    per    annum.      Took    np    remit  of 

ibe  table  at  last  meeting,  waa  taken  up.  Synod  anent  Synod  Clerkships.    Approved 

Beuona  in  support  of  the  call  and  answers  of  lB^  2d,  4tb,  and  7 Ih  recommendations 

thereto  having  been  read,  Mr.  Whyte  in-  of  Committee ;  approved   of  Bd,   on  the 

timated  his  acceptance  of  the  call.    On  the  anderatanding    that  all  the   presbyteries 

noiion  of  Dr.  Brown,  seconded  by  Dr.  A.  shall   be  represented;    approved   of  5th, 

M'Ewen,  it  waa  agreed  to  dissolve  the  tie  with  the  addition,  '  that  in  order  to  save 

heCireenUr.  Whvte  and  the  Follocksbaws  time,  the  reports  of  the  two  mission  secre- 

Chnrch.    A  call  by  the  South  End  Charcb  tariea  and  the  convener  of  the   Foreign 

Id  Mr.  Andrew  M'Laren  Young,  preacher,  Correapondenee    Committee   be   held   aa 

was  instained.    The  clerk  read  a  petitiou  read  ; '  diaappcoved  of  Stb,  and  aaggested 

from  the  CampbeliSetd  congregation   to  that    the   rcgnlation  of   Synod   buiineaa 

moderate    in   a   call.     The   stipend  waa  shall   remain   as   at   pteaent.      Took  np 

Hated  to  be  £250,  and  the  27th  inst.  was  remit  anent  Bepresentative  Gieneral  Ai- 

Sied  for  moderating.    A  petition  was  also  aembly.     Agreed,  by  a  majority  of  7  to  6, 

read  from  the  Leniie  Church  to  moderate  to  disapprove  of  the  principle  of  a  General 

in   a   call.      It    was    stated    that    £360  Aaaembly.    Took  up  remit  anent  roles  for 

"ould  be  given  as  a  stipend,  and  that  a  the  admission  of  ministers  and.  preachers 

luge  sum  had  been  already  raised  for  the  from  other  Cburchea,     Agreed  generally 

purpose  of  erecting  a  new  church.    The  with  the  recommendationg  of  Corrmiittee. 

S6ih  insL  was  fixed  for  the  moderation.  Appointed  Mr,  Murray  to  act  aa  convener 

Kilmamoct. — This  presbytery   met  on  of  the  Evangelistic  Committee  daring  Mr. 

the  14th  October — Bev.  Qeorge  Copland,  Fairgrteve's  stay  in  Jamaica  for  the  benefit 

moderator.    Measrs.  J.  K.  Nisbet,  H.   S.  of  his  health.     Next  meeting  is  appointed 

Wilson,  and  B.  F.  Watt,  students,  were  to  be  held  in  EiLmamock  on  the  lecond 

euniued  on  the  kctniet  heard  at  the  Tuesday  of  February. 
Theological  Hali,  and  remitted  to  the  care        £'»trow.— This  presbytery  met  on  the 
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[ITdIM  Fn*i  Ua, 


3Dth  Decembar.     The  death  of  Mr.  Wm. 

OroaiidwBter,  elder  from  Kinroia,  Eut, 
vbich  bad  token  place  laddenlf  on  the 
ing  of  Sabbath,  16th  November,  wai 


the  same  time  pajing  a  tribute  to  his  con- 
aistent  Chriitiaa  character  and  Itrety  in- 
terest in  the  bosineBs  of  the  presbytery. 
Mr.  David  Tod  delireied  part  of  his  trials 
for  licence,  which  were  cordiailj  gastaiiied. 
A  report  from  Balgedie  in  regard  to 
stipend  and  snpplement  was  read.  In 
view  of  the  decrease  of  membership  con- 
tinnnllj  going  on,  owing  to  the  depopola- 
tion  of  the  district,  the  congregation  do 
not  feel  warranted  in  undertaking  anj 
additional  bnrden  for  the  future;  bnt 
resolve  at  present,  from  the  congregational 
funds,  to  repay  £10  of  tbe  snpplement 
paid  during  the  current  year,  by  a  con- 
tribution of  tbat  amount  to  the  Augmen- 
tation Fund.  Tbe  presbytery  expressed 
their  satisfaction  wilb  this  repayment,  and 
the  hope  that  the  congregation  may  see 
their  way  to  continue  it  in  future  years. 
Mr.  Kuthven,  convener  of  the  Missionary 
and  Evangelistic  Committee,  reported  that 
dnnng  the  present  month  evangelistic 
meetings  had  been  held  at  Kelty,  Kinross, 
Balgedie,    and   Milnathort ;    that    these 


He  also  reported  the  arrangements  made  for 
holding  a  missionary  meeting  of  the  pres- 
bytery. It  was  remitted  to  the  committee 
to  complete  these  arrangements  —  tbe 
meeting  to  be  held,  if  practicable,  on  the 
evening  of  tbe  neit  meeting  of  presby- 
tery. A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Wm. 
Duncan,  preacher,  declining  the  call  from 
Kinross,  EasL  The  coll  was  accordingly 
set  aside,  and  the  presbytery  expressed 
sympathy  with  the  congregation  in  their 
disappointcnent.  Mr.  Anderson  gave 
notice  that  at  next  meeting  he  wonld  call 
the  attention  of  the  presbytery  to  tbe 
recent  assessment  of  churches  for  local 
rates.  Consideration  of  the  remit  anent 
the  admission  of  ministers  and  probation- 
ers from  other  denominations  was  deferred 
(ill  next  meeting,  which  is  to  be  held  on 
the  first  Tnesday  of  March  1874. 

Lanark. — This  presbytery  met  9th  De- 
cember, and  was  constituted  by  the  Rev. 
James  R.  Houston,  moderator.  Messrs. 
Snrton,  Dempster,  and  Smith  delivered 
discourses,  which  were  sustained.  It  was 
reported  that  these  students  had  passed 
the  written  examinations  in  Latin  and 
Theology.  Mr.  James  Henderson  Scott, 
convener  of  the  Cobbinshaw  Mission 
Committee,  gave  in  a  report  of  its  pro- 
cedure.    A^eed   'That  the  presbytery 


partners  of  the  Soath  Cobbinshaw  C 
panj,  and  resolve  to  nse  all  means  to  carry 
oa  the  mission  with  vigonr.  Recorded 
their  very  cordial  thanks  to  Mr.  Hjilop 
and  his  copartners  for  their  generous  con- 
duct in  this  matter,  and  their  pleunreiii 
having  so  efficient  a  fellow-worker  as  Hr. 
Hyslop  in  the  carrying  on  of  the  worlr.' 
Agreed  to  send  extract  of  this  minute  to 
Mr.  Hyslop.  Read  extract  minute  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board,  granting  £35  for 
the  snpport  of  tbe  Cobbinshaw  Mission 
Station  during  the  first  year,  on  condition 
that  a  suitable  agent  be  located  as  misiion- 
ary  and  catechise  under  tbe  superintend- 
ence of  the  presbytery.  Bead  eitrad 
minute  of  tbe  Home  Mission  Board,  grant- 
ing £40  a  year  to  assist  in  sapporting  a 
misiionary  at  West  Calder,  on  conditiDD 
of  tbe  presbytery  sanctioning  the  mission, 
and  the  congregation  raising  an  eqnsl 
sum.  Approved  of  Mr.  Eraser's  action  in 
tbe  matter.  The  report  of  (he  Cacitsin 
Mission  for  past  six  months  was  real. 
Cordially  approved  of  the  report,  snd 
agreed  lo  transmit  it  to  the  Home  Mission 
Board.  Agreed  to  transmit  and  recom- 
mend an  application  lo  the  Home  Mission 
Board  for  a  loan  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
chnrcli  at  West  Calder,-  and  also  to  te- 
commend  the  case  of  this  church  to  tlis 
liberality  of  Christian  friends  throughout 
the  denomination.  Mr.  Connor,  convener 
of  the  Evangelization  Committee,  leporltd 
what  bad  been  done  with  the  view  of  hold- 


powered  him  to  make  all  fnrther  arrange- 
ments necessary  for  conducting  these 
services  in  the  varions  congregations,  in 
conjuoction  with  their  respective  mini8teT^ 
Next  meeting  to  be  held  on  tho  Tneeiisy 
after  tbe  Grst  Sabbath  of  February.  Closed 
with  the  benediction, 

Lancashire.  —  This  presbytery  met  at 
Manchester  on  the  12lh  January  —  tlie 
Kev.  H.  T,  Howal,  moderator.  The  prei- 
bylery  spent  tbe  first  bour  in  special  prayer 
and  thanksgiving  to  the  God  of  alt  grace 
for  the  remarkable  outpouring  of  His 
Spirit  on  the  Churches  in  the  north  of 
England  and  in  Edinburgh  during  tbe  past 
few  weeks,  and  imploring  a  contJnnance 
and  enlargement  of  tho  Pentecostal  blessing 
all  over  the  land.  Tbe  moderator,  Messra. 
Towers,  Mair,  Matheson,  Drysd  ale.  Wither, 
and  Sumoer  took  part  in  the  special  service 
of  prayer.  Dr.  Simpson  of  Derby  was 
nnanimonaly  chosen  to  be  moderator  of 
presbytery,  A  moderation  was  granted 
to  Prince's  Road  Church.  The  member- 
ship, 140;  the  stipend  offered,  £29)  per 
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..   J  appointed  to  lake  place 

itPaal's,  Birkenbeid,  on  the  Sllh  init^ 

alSo'cIockp.M.— Mr.  Matheion  toprewh,         _, ^    ._   .... 

Mr.  Qraham  to  offer  the  indnction  pra/er,  The  reaioni  of  tranil^tion  hafing  been 

Dr.  Simpson  to  give  tlia  Charlie  to  the  read,  and  no  aniwers  having  been  given, 

mialater,  and  Mr.  Mnrra/  to  addieu  the  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Mnir  wot  called  upon  to 

people.     Dr.  Simpaan  then  addreised  the  give  hia  deciiion,  when  he  declsred  bi^ 

court  on  his  late  Tiiit  to  America  CO  attend  acceptance   of   the  call    to   Birkenhead. 

the  meetings  of  the  Erangelical  Alliance.  TJie  preibjterr  accordingl,r  diiioEved  the 

The  ^rcabyterjgaTB  Dr.  Simpson  a  most  connection   between  Ur.  'Mnir  and   the 

oordial  rote  of  thanks  for  his  interesting  congregation  of  Octerbnrn.    Bev.  W.  Ney 

address.    Next  meeting  to  take  place  at  was  appointed  to  preach  at  Otterboni  and 

Mount  Pleasant,  IiiTerpool,  on  the  second  declare  the  charge  vacant,  and  to  act  al 

Monday  io  Pebmaij.  moderator  of  leasion  during  the  vacane;. 

Melroie, — This  presbrteiy  met  on  the  A  moderation  was  granted  to  the  congre< 

Gih  of  Jannary — Mr.   Blair,   moderator,  g'ation  of  Redcar  for  MondavS6lh  January. 

Ur,  Meama  (Coldstream),  and  Mr.  Sal-  The   presbytery   then   took  np  remit  of 

mood   (North   Shields),    ministers,    were  Synod    anent   Synod  Clerkships.      After 

iiresent    also.    As   Mr.    Morton,   Inner-  reasoning,  the  presbjtery  approved  gene- 

Dithen,  had  been  laid  aside  bj  ill  health,  rally  of  the  recommendations  and  sngges- 

sick   Bnpplj  was  appointed  to  his  pulpit  tians    of   the    commiltae,    bnt    proposed 

till  the  third  Sabbath  of  February.     A  several   alterations    on    the    committee's 

petition  for  a  ntoderation  was  granted  to  scheme,  which  the  clerk  was  directed  to 

the  Stow  congregation  for  the  19th  inst.  commnnicats    to    the    convener.      Next 

— Mr.    ScevensoD   to    preside.      Messrs.  meeting  is  to  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday 

Gibson  and  Mercer  were  present  as  com-  of  February. 

missionera,  and  stated  that  the  member-  Perth. — This  presbytery  met  on  the  Sd 
ship  is  330,  the  stipend  £300,  with  a  free  December.  A  moderation  was  granted  to 
manse  and  tbe  usual  holidays,  with  the  the  North  Congregation,  Anchterarder, 
hopeof  a  speedy  increase  if  circumstances  and  Mr.  Dutfaie  was  appointed  to  mode- 
admit.  Mr.  Orr  passed  the  usual  trials,  rate  in  a  call  there  on  the  16lh  current. 
and  his  ordination  in  Bast  Bank  Church,  The  presbytery  adopted  the  advice  of  the 
Kavick,  was  fixed  to  take  place  on  the  committee  on  the  Pitrodie  caie,  vie.  That 
first  Tuesday  of  February.  Hitherto  the  a  location  be  in  the  mean  time  continued 
practice  has  been  that  the  brethren  shall  in  Pitrodie.  The  commissioners  from  the 
give  the  usual  addresses  in  tbe  order  of  congregation  acquiesced  in  this  arrange- 
tbe  roll,  but,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fin-  ment,  and  withdrew  the  petition  for  a 
Isyson,  it  was  carried  that  henceforth  moderation.  Mr.  John  Pairnie,  a  member 
these  addresses  shall  he  given  only  by  the  of  Scone  Session,  was  nominated  to  serve 
brethren  in  the  npper  naif  of  tbe  roll,  on  the  Mission  Board  for  the  four  years 
Accordingly,  Mr.  Bobson  was  appointed  ending  May  IS78.  The  motion  for  the  dis- 
to  iddress  the  minister  and  congregation  establishment  of  the  Established  Cbnrches 
at  Hawick,  and  Mr.  Finlayson  to  preach  ofBritain,  which  acommittee  had  matured 
instead,  and  because  of  the  illness,  of  Mr.  and  reported  to  tost  ordinary  meeting,  was 
Hoiton.  Mr.  Meams  tberea^r  gave  an  considered,  and  was  adopted  as  thus 
interesting  address  on  Evangelistic  Work,  amended:  'That  the  presbytery,  having 
NevKoalU. — This  presbytery  met  on  the  considered  the  circular  of  the  Synod's 
6tb  January — Ker.  A.  Bryce  Muir,  mode-  Committee  on  Disestablishment,  and  the 
Tator.  Ber.  B.  A.  Watson  was  elected  finding  of  the  Bjnod  thereanent,  and  re- 
uoderator  for  the  next  six  months.  The  cognising  the  great  aod  growing  urgency  of 
annual  reports  of  the  various  funds  in  con-  the  question, — first,  Benews  its  testimony 
■ection  with  the  preshyterv  were  given  in,  against  the  system  of  civil  establishmenia 
^lof  which  appeared  to  tie  in  a  ealisfac-  of  religion  as  unscriptural,  unjust,  and 
toiy  position  financialty.  An  extract  impolitic ;  and  second.  Appoints  a  com- 
ffliunte  of  the  Presbytery  of  Lancashire  mittee  to  watch  over  the  question,  and  to 
was  read,  intimating  that  a  call  from  the  advise  the  preabjrtery  from  time  to  time 
ceugregalioit  of  Si.  Paul's,  Birkenhead,  what  action  it  may  be  expedient  to  take 
addressed  to  the  Bev.  A.  B.  Mnir,  had  to  advance  the  morement  for  disestablish- 
been  sustained,  end  that  Bev.  J.  Thomp-  ment ;  as  also  to  co-operate  with  the 
son,  Newcastle,  and  Captain  Henderson  Synod's  Committee  on  this  subject,  and 
bad  been  appointed  commissioners  to  pro-  with  other  friends  of  religions  liberty  who 
secute  the  call  before  tbe  Presbytery  of  are  seeking  to  establish  in  Britain  that 
Newcastle.  Bev.  T-  B.  Trench  reported  equality  of  the  sabjeets  before  the  law 
that  he  had  given  notice  of  the  call  to  the  which  has  reached  Inland,  and  without 
NO.  n.  VOL.  znn.  mw  sebixs.— febbuabt  is?^.  y 


.X\x)s;li. 


88                                         BELIGIOUS  nmsLLIGBKCB.  '""KL'TurT*" 

irhich  trne  taligiom  libettj  doe*  not  esUl.'  »waj.     The  Chureb,  like  the  world,  for- 

A  committee  was  ■ppalnted  foi  this  par-  gels  eren  its  funoiu  nun  with  Immbling 

pose— Ur.  Waidrop,  conTeoer.    The  com-  rapiditj-.    I  speak  of  one  who  iu.i  tcnmij 

tniltee  on  Misa  Honey's  gill  ot  £1000  for  any  name,  except  on  the  Preachen'  LiaL 

bursaries    mode   anotheT  mterim  report,  Bat  he  was  biKblj  vaJaed  b^  the  few  nbo 

and  was  anthoriicd  to  invest  the  moue;  knew  him,  and  they  will  join  with  me  in 

at  the  rate  of  interest  mentioned  in  the  sajing  that  if  pietj,  with  intelligence  u 

B port.— This  presbjterr  met  again  on  the  dignify  it,  and  ene^  to  give  it  force,  can 

th  December.     Mr.  Bnthie  reported  hia  enrich  that  Liat,  it  has  been  impovenibtd 

conduct  in  the  moderation  at  Anchter-  not  a  little  hj  the  loss  of  osr  btother'i 

arder,  which  was  approTed  of,   and  the  name. 

call,    addressed    to   Mr.    John    William  Mr.  Thomas  was  born  at  Balfron,  hi 

Fringle,  probationer,  was  sutained  as  a  Stirlingshire,  of  godly  parents,  who  b«gu 

regular  gospel  eail ;  and,  in  new  of  Mr.  early   to   train  him   with   a  view  to  hii 

Pringle's  accepting  it^  subjects  of  trial  for  becoming  a  minister  of  the  gospeL    The 

ordination  were  appointed  him.     A  letter  tone  and  tendency  of  his  <q»emng  ehutc- 

vas  read  from  the  clerk  of  the  Eink^  ter  in  boj^ioodgairetbem  great  encouim- 

congregation,  intimating  that  A*  congre-  meDt.    Thej  saw  in  him,  what  the  puUie 

gation  has  agreed  Co  make  another  adTanee  mw  eou^ieuonaly  in  thenuelTes,  scerliiw 

on  Mr.  Duuiie's  itipend,  which  will  raiae  boBtitj  ai  an  outgrowth  of  reTerenee  u3 

it,  with  the  sapplMneut  (praiited,  to  (he  Iota  foe  the  word  of  God.     At  the  age  of 

minimnm  of  £ia7,  lOs.     The  preebjtery  sixteen  he  entered  OUsgow  XTnirem^, 

expreased  great  gratification  with  thu  iu-  where  bit  eaiter  gave  promise  of  great 

,  and   agreed   to  record    in  the  usefnluSBS  in  his  future  calling.    H«  wu 

its  sense  of  the   Tcry  laudable  an  ardent  student,  in  love  with  his  work, 

which  this  small  congregation  is  which  he  pursued  modestlrbnt  ardaciuly, 

making  for  the  eopport  of  the  gospel  at  and  gained  marks  of  high  distinctiaa  ii 

hone,  and  for  the  spread  of  it  abroad;  all  his  classes,  especially  in  that  of  Logic 

The  presbytery  then  devoted  some  hours  and   Hetaphysica.      I  saw   him   £iit  in 

to  the  consideration  of  several  remits  of  1867,  at  the  bedside  of  his  dying  mothsr, 

the    Synod,   and    agreed   to  its  answers  then  a  widow  of  some  years.    He  had  a 

thereon;    tiie  most    important  of   these  pictDresqae.Etadent-likeappeatance-'ls]^ 

being,  that  permanent  arrangements  as  to  large-limbed,  very  dark   hair,  very  pals 

the  ^nod  Clerlcabips,  and  tbe  question  as  face,  dark  eye,  bright  irith  intelligeuM^ 

to  a  Be  present*  tive  Assembly,  ooght  to  be  and  wet  with  sympathy  for  the  safferw 

deferrea  till  the  issne  of  the  movement  for  beside  him.    In  the  grasp  of  his  hand  I 

union    in    England  is  seen.      The  next  felt  myself  iu  contaict  with  an  eneigetic 

meeting  was  appointed  to  be  held  on  tbe  nature,  and  a  warm  heart.    After  Ibal  I 

17th  February  187-t.  had  treqaent  and  close  intercourse  willi 

him,  and  leamt  to  prize  him  more  and 

j,^j_j_g  more  as  a  friend  who  contd  not  be  wdl 

enough  loved  and  trusted. 

SoatUad,   ArgsUekire.  —  Mr.    Andrew  From  College  he  passed  to  the  EKiimty 

U'Laren  Yotiug,  Glasgow,  ealled.  Hall,   where  bis    qniet    demeanoor,   hit 

Cerei,  West.— Hi.  J.  W.  Fringle,  A.M,  honest,  npright,  amiable  character,  ssd 

Edinburgh,  called  29th  Decembec  1873.  the  care,  diligence,  and  ability  with  which 

Keith. — Mr.  WcD.  Falerson,  AJl.,  BJ>.,  his  work  was  done,  gained  for  him  a  U^ 

called  SOtb  December  1673.  place  in  the  esteem  oF  students  and  pro- 

Stour. — The  Bev.  John  Wilson,  Edin-  ^asors.      About    this  time  his  spiriinil 

burgh,  called  19th  January.  nature  was  greatly  re-invigorated,  and  his 

natural  timidity  so  far  overcome  that  be 

0»TOur  '^'  "  >^  ^°  ""'^^  "P"^  boldly  for  Cbiist 

_,,    „       ,          ,    ■      '  „      ■  it  any  place  or  company.    This  he  did 

The  Bev.  James  Jenkins,  Einghora,  died  (or  ecme  time,  till  health  failed  him,  it  • 

at  Stirling  on  ihe  11th  ult.,  in  tbe  31st  mission  station  near  Eeith,  where,  for  hii 

?*?,'<'•';"'(;?■       ,,  .     ^.  ,        „        ,  personal  worth  and  deUghthd  serriees,  h« 

The  Rev.  John  Muir  died  at  Newtyle,  '„  heU  in  gcatefol  lemembnnce.    With 

Forfarshire,  on  tbe  19ch  ult.  health  restored,  be  pursued  his  studies  in 

IMvinity,  and,  towaids  the  end  of  his  Ball 

JOHN  xKOMis,  PBOfliTiosBB,  cooTBo,  laboured  ibr  nine  months  in  the 
DIED  Kov.  22,  1873.  raeant  congregatiDn  of  Wamphray,  Duni- 
Ont  who  knew  this  young  preacher  well,  friesshire,  disdargiiig  the  preachW  and 
and  loved  him  mach,  would  like  to  say  a  pastoral  doties  of  the  miaiBtty-  wi^  tin- 
few  words  concerning  him  before  all  in-  tiring  seal  and  great  accepC^ility.  In 
twreat  in  bis  life  and  death  has  passed  the  spring  of  187a,  hia  itBdeot  coarse  wu 
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finiahed,  mnd  he  »u  fortnnllj  liceoMd  u  ntioni,  did  great  Miriee  to  tlie  Church 

a  probuiooer  by  the  Preihyterj  of  Olu-  in  the  pulpit  and  profenoiial  chidr,  and 

go«.    Bat  the  polmonary  diwase  wliich  whow  name)  will  erer  b«  held  in  gratefnl 

runlted  in  hia  death,  snfibred  bin  to  fnlfll  and  loving  Temembrance. 
appointments  onlj  for   a   few    monthi.         The  centenary  of  the  congrAgation  was 

Becnut«d  a  little  by  loms  monthi'  stay  at  abaerred  in  Angnat  lait,  when  the  pnblie 

Melroee,  he  preached  for  two  Babbathg  serrice*  on   Sabbatb  were  eondncted  by 

coasecutiTely  at  Alexandria ;  bat  in  the  tbe  Ber.  Profeuor  Eadie,  D.D.,  IX.D., 

morning  of  the  following  Ssbbath,  before  who  preached  on  Acta  zxii.  SS,  99;  and 

•arrice,  at  Beith,  hia  itrength  gare  way,  Rot.  Andrew  Gardner,  M.A.,  Edinborgb, 

and   he    never    preached  anin.      After  who  l>Kached  on  Heb.  xiii.  8.     And  on 

tpending  a  few  weeks   at  Gibraltar,  he  Honday  eTening  a  aoeial  meeting  w  —  -* 

letaned  home,  ^pareptly  nerer  lo*ing  dretsed  by  Rer.  Frofenor  Cairns, 


e  hia  Berwick ;  Ber,  Jaaenh  ]           ,     .     , 

^ .. .                 ,            r  of  the  derator  of  Bynod,  Glaigow ;   Bev.  John 

goapel.  Bnt  on  Saturday  mominr.  No-  Crombie  Brown,  LL.D,,  Berwick ;  Rev. 
vember  3S,  18T3,  at  bis  brother'a  nouae,  Robert  Jobnslone,  liL.B.,  Qlamovr;  Rev. 
United  Preabyterian  Manae,  Lockerbie,  WilliamM'Qneen,Patbstmie;R«T.Mango 
lift  laddenly  paaaed  away.  On  the  Wed-  Giffen,  Morebattle;  Ber.  Alex.  Brown, 
nuday  preTioua,  he  had  walked  out  Eilmarnoek.  The  Bev.  J.  Ronaldson,  the 
nsaily  a  mile.  The  Mme  day  next  week  paator,  who  oeenpied  tbe  ebair,  gave  the 
hia  remains  were  laid  with  kindred  daat  following  interesting  hiatorical  aketeh:— 
in  Bolfron  chorchyard  — -  a  pictnreaqna  While  we  are  not  to  '  obaerre  days,  and 
unctoary  of  the  dead — where  eyes  yielded  montha,  and  timea,  and  years '  supertti- 
(not  the  firat  time  there)  irrepreaeible  and  lioctly,  there  are  certain  poiots  on  th» 
heartfelt  tears  in  memory  of  a  friend  with  way — eminencea  from  which  we  may  very 
whom  it  woold  not  be  possible  again  on  properly  and  profitably  review  the  past, 
earth  to  take  aweet  eoansel  together.  gBther  up  its  leaeons,  give  thanks  to  oar 
Thu  another  life  (added  to  the  many)  God,  ana  take  &esb  courage  for  onward 
fall  of  promise  has  foUen  from  the  ranks  progress ;  and  snrely  «iwh  a  stage  is  the 
of  onr  young  preachers.  In  thil  case,  centenary  of  the  life  of  a  Cfariatiaa  con- 
natural disposition,  mental  ability  >Qd  gregation.  Were  tbe  moat  common  life 
cnltore,  together  with  grace-made  facnl-  of  any  indiTidnal  minntely  and  faitfafnUy 
ties,  all  gave  snre  hope  of  a  career  of  written,  it  conld  not  fail  to  be  an  interest- 
eminent  nsefalneaa  in  tbe  Chriatian  mini-  ing  story ;  and  fall  of  interest  wonld  be 
itn.  Love  for  the  truth  made  him  an  theprodactionofagraphiopendelineating 
atjent  preacher  of  ic ;  and,  whilst  be  was  a  congregation's  life  in  all  its  members, 
modesty  itself,  the  same  love  coaatrained  ministers,  and  office-bearers, — all  its  bless- 
him  lo  be  a  atannch  and  fearless  advocate  ings,  trials,  and  fraits.  But  the  bare  stale- 
of  the  trntb  at  all  times  everywhere.  He  ment  of  leading  facts,  which  alone  can  be 
had  a  voice  of  considerable  strengtb,  and  giveti  here,  may  be  dry  and  commonplace 
greatly  eniicbed  by  Ibe  earaeatnesa  and  to  the  general  public,  though  interesting  it 
tender  aympathy  that  posaeaaed  hia  heart,  shonld  be  to  ooraelvea. 
As  an  evidence  of  his  power  as  a  public  Tbe  Secession  of  1733  formed  one  of  Ibe 
■peaker,  it  may  be  stated  that  not  long  great  epoeha  of  the  hiaton  of  the  Christian 
)MfoTeMBdeatb,aftBraddreBsingaprajer-  Cborch  in  our  land.  The  Reformation 
meetiDg  in  Edinbargb,  there  was  sent  to  from  Popery — tbe  second  Reformation,  or 
him  monymonaly  a  gifi  of  aeveral  ponnda  the  revolution  trom  the  nower  of  Epiaco- 
— an  ezpresaion  of  giKid-wiLl  and  gratitude  pacy — the  Seceasion,  including  tbe  Rdief 
which  hie  interesting  appearance,  the  — the  X'ree  Church  Disruption,  following 
Hmestneas  and  pathos  of  hia  utterance,  eacb  other  abont  a  eealnry  apart,  are  all 
and  the  comfort  of  his  words,  had  awak-  (imea  of  conflict  with  error  and  wrong 
enad  in  one  of  hia  bearera.  But  bis  gifts  times  of  revival  of  truth,  and  ligbteons- 
vere  needed  where  their  faithfnl  exercise  ness,  and  spiritaal  life — error  and  wrong 
iMeivea  the  greatest  possible  reward — a  in  each  case  mainly  ariaing  from  the  alli- 
fnll  cap  of  the  joy  of  hia  Lord.  ance  of  the  Chnrcn  with  the  State.  A 
T.  D,  B.  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  tbrongb  that 

ever-iniorions     connection,     Erastianism 

„„ reigned  over  the  Church  of  Scotland — tbe 

CEnminron.OBaRiDQBC0H0RMAT.oB.  „i»3  Qf  the  people  unheeded,  all  tbings 

The  congregation  of  liongridge  is  indis-  anbordinated  to  tbe  aathority  of  the  civil 

Mlnbly  associated  with  the  name  of  John  magistrate,  the  militaiy  not  nnfreqnenily 

Brown,  — a  man  noteworthy  on  his  own  employed  to  assist  with  their  swords  in  the 

ucooDt,  and  also  on  acconnt  of  his  cloae  forced  aettlement  of   minialers,  the  ma- 

relalioiship  to  men  who,  in  several  gene>  jority  of  tike  Cbnroh  mlera  willing  to  hnve 
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it  m> ;  uid,  wone  itill,  error  widdj  pre-  gate  uid  Whitburn,  were  connected  Tor  i 

railed.   BoeiniBniaiB,  with  «  kind  of  Anaa-  tints  with  Weat  Linton.    Ere  long,  Tor> 

iMOgiffnoringthedepiaTiCyof  nutn,  denTins  phicben,  Bathgate,  and  Wbiibam  becama 

the  diTinitf  and  atonement  of  Chriit  and  preaching  «tationj,  connected  together  ai 

the  work  of  the  Holr  Spirit,  tanght  in  the  one  cangreeation.  Abont  1764  Torpbichen 

high  places,  preached  ia  the  pnlpiti,  ipread  aeparated  fiom  the  othen,  and  Bathgate 

it!   banefat   inflnence  thrangh  the   com-  and  Whiiboin  continued  for  a  lime  as  one 

mnnitjr;  and  when  the  Enktnea  and  their  eongregftCion,  with  the  chnich  at  Bath- 

BMoeiatea  teiUfied  walnit  tbe«e  btiIs,  ad'  gate.    A  Mr.  Richardson  vb:  called  to  be 

vocated  the  headship  of  Christ  and  the  their  paitor;  but  iha  call  was  fallen  from, 

libertiei  of  the   people,  and  proclaimed  chiefl;  becaoae  of  it  being  alleged  that  he 

those  gospel  trathi  which  we  all  profeaa  to  could  not  rido — good  horiemanship  being 

belicTe,  thcT  were  tried,  condemned,  and  always  held  as  indiBpensable  for  a  minister  , 

cast  oat  of  theBitablilhed  Church, — an  ex-  in  this  wide  wild  muirland.    Bat  some  of 

communiCBtion  moBt  blesied  for  Scotland,  the  people  having  gone  one  day  to  worship 

The;  went  forth  unfuriing  the  gospel  ban-  at  Daviesdjke^  beheld  said  Mr.  Richard- 

ner ;  tbonsandi  flocked  to  the  standard ;  a  son  '  riding  toward  the  place  at  the  bard 

gre&t  revival  of   religion   was   produced  trot;  and  he  was  seen  riding  in  same  man. 

thereby ;  and,  as  not  a  few  CbDrchmen  in  ner  several  times  afterwards,  which  raised 

recent  times  have  frankly  at^nowledged,  a  prodigious  ferment  in  the  congregation, 

the  Secession  became  the  principal  means  the  report  fifing  like  lightaiog  tbrongh 

of  promoting  religious  life  and  liberty  in  the  air,  making  them  repent  of  dropping 

the  land,   even  within   the   pale  of   the  the  call.' 

Estibliahcd  Church.    Just  now  a  pastoral  It  is  alleged  that  the  anpopularity  of 

letter  from  a  committee  of  the  General  the   parish   minister   of  Whitbnm   occa- 

Asiembl;  of  the  Cbnrch  of  Scotland  is  sioned  great   increase  in   the   Secession 

being  circulated  through  all  the  conntry,  ranks   in   this   district ;  and  while  abont 

in  which  we  Separatists  are  charged  with  1766  had  been  formed  at  Wbitbnm  the 

making  exaggerated  representations  of  the  Anti-Burgber   congregation,    now  Free 

faults  of  the  community  we  bare  left,  and  Church,  in  1779  the  Burghers  of  Che  dis- 

nourishing  a  spirit  of  rancour  and  jealousy,  triet  applied  to  the  Edinburgh  Presbytery 

by  which  truth  and  charity  are  wounded^  to  be  formed  into  a  distinct  congregation. 

In  said  pastoral  it  is  allowed  that  where  The  matter  came  before  the  Synod,  and 

'it  can  he  jnstly  alleged  that  sound  doc-  the  presbytery  wa^  'to  make  due  inquiry, 

trine  has  been  abandoned  fur  the  inslrnc-  one  of  their  number  to  preach  in   that 

tion  that  canaeth  to  err,  or  where  the  dis.  corner.'    And  after  mnch  opposition,  espe- 

tinctive    troths    of   revelation   connected  cially  by  Bathgate,  and  strenuous  proee- 

wilh  man's  guilt  and  God's  plan  of  salra-  cutian  of  their  purpose  by  the  people,  & 

tion  are  either  denied  or  kept  out  of  view  congregation  was  formed  at  Longridge  in 

.   .   .   separation  may  be  aa  imperatire  1773,  as  recorded  in  the  Synod  Minn tes, 

dnty;'  bet  it  denies  thst  ever  sacb  has  an  extract  of  which  in  our  possession  is  as 

been  the  case  with  their  beloved  Church,  follows:— 

while  never  far  a  moment  alluding  to  the  'EbiVBintaH,  May  S,  ITTS. 
other  great  cause  of  separation — Elate  con-  'The  Synod  met,  and  being  conslilnted, 
ttecCion,  with  ia  pairoTiage  and  endotoment,  resumed  the  affair  of  Whitburn  people. 
Can  the  aulbors  of  such  a  letter  be  igno-  After  some  reasoning,  a  qoestion  was 
rant  of  what  is  matter  of  indubitable  staled — Affirmthesentenceof theFre«by- 
history?  and  is  there  any  such  change  in  tery  of  Edinburgh,  refusing  to  grant  said 
the  State  Church  as  should  encourage  the  people  supply  at  present,  or  reverse  it, 
vain  hope  they  hold  out  of  the  Seceders,  and  grant  them  supply  as  a  distiact  con- 
oid or  new,  re-entering  her  pale?  gregation  from  Batbgate.     And  the  roll 

In  August  1737  Ralph  Ersfcine  preached  being  called  and  votes  marked,  it  carried 
in  Linlithgow  parish  chorch,  the  minister  reverse  and  grant  them  supply.  Like- 
being  favourable  to  the  Seceders  ;  and  the  wise  the  Synod  did  and  hereby  do  reverM 
result  was,  that  a  large  number  of  people  said  senteece  of  the  Presbytery  of  Edin. 
around,  mostly  of  the  Fraying  Sockties, —  burgh,  and  grant  said  people  of  Whitbnru 
institutions  coming  down  from  covenant-  supply  as  a  distinct  congregation  from 
iag  and  persecution  times, — joined  the  new  Bathgate.  Upon  all  which  the  commii- 
cause,  and  ere  long  a  Secession  congrega-  sinners  from  Whithnrn  asked  and  took  ia- 
lion  was  formed  at  Craigmailen,  between  strameots  in  the  clerk's  hand,  and  craved 
Linlithgow  and  Bathgate.  extracts. — Extracted  by 

At  the  split  of  1747  abont  the  Borgess  '  Jobh  Bbowh,  Synod  CWk.' 

Oatb,  the  majority  became  Anti-Borgoer,  The  Ediubnrgh  Presbytery  minates  of 

or  Qencral  Associates ;  and  the  Burgher  or  this  ]>eriod  have  been  lost.     At  the  Synod 

Associate  parQr,  most  nDm«rona  in  Bath-  met  in  August  same  year,  the  Bathgate 
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people  represent  'ihe  dialretifnl  tmi  rain-  From    the   congregUionU    record*    it 

OQB  circDmatHnceB  into  vhich  the  deciiion  wonid  kppMr  Chat  the  ohnrch  waa  altered 

of  lut   S^nod  relmtiTe  to  the  people  of  and  improred  firom  time  to  time,  bj  oddi- 

Whitborn  bad  cast  them,'  craving  that  it  tion  of  loft  and  itair,  etc,    lb.  Brown 

should   be  rerersed.     A  committee  vas  resided  in  Barnbead  Honae  till  (he  jear 

appointed  to  meet  with  both  parties,  and  IT8B,  when   the  manse  wai   built.     One 

np  the  case  came  again  at  nput  Sjnod,  in  '                ....          ...        ... 

Ms;  1774 ;  and  there  the  Wbiibnra  repre- 

aentaiiTCB  so  argned  that  the  people  had  ■  ._   ,  .._.., , 

light  to  forin  into  congre gallon B  for  tbair  his  hand,  wonId  say,  '  I  w 

conTGnience  ;  tbnl  they  had  by  last  Bynod  garies  noo,  but  make  it  bra*  and  soond;' 

beea  conatitated  a  distinct  congregation,  and,  I  suppose,  that  was  jn)C  Mr.  BrdwH 

and  on  that  footing  had  non  built  a  place  thronghont — '  Naa  filimagaries,  hnt  braw 

of  vorahipj  that  they  were  as  fully  eaCab'  and  aoond.' 

liihed  into  a  congregation  as  any  of  the  In  the  eren  tenor  of  his  way  treat  on 

places  in  West  Lothian,  or  as  any  in  the  this  flnt  minister  of  Langrigg,  preaching, 

SeiieMion,  and  were  aa  able  and  aa  willing  in  the  most  simple,  earnest,  and  aarouiy 

to  aapport  the  gospel  ta  any  otber  of  the  manner,  the  goapel  of  Christ  to  a  large, 

three  places,  or  any  place  in  the  conntry;  Qourishing  congregation.    Abont  he  went 

and  Ihej  '  hope  that  anch  na  tire  at  Ood'a  aa  a  faitbfal  tender  ahepherd,  tending  tbe 

altar  and  ml^  in  His  honse  may  remEmber  sheep,  and  gathering  the  lambs  wila  his 

that  they  mlo  for  God,  and  that  the  people  arms;  from  hie  study  also  sending  forth 

may  be  drawn  by  Ihe  sweet  calm  Toice  valuable   religions  books,    some    of  'hii 

of  the  gospel,  but  seldom  driven  by  Ihe  own   composition,  and  others  of  big  le- 

(handeiB  and  ligbtninga  of  Sinai ;  and  they  lecting  and  editing;  ever  bnay  in  doing 

earnestly  beseech  them  to  atody  rather  to  good,  ever  ready  to  comfort  the  weary  ; 

win  them  by  gentle  methodB  tban  driving  taking  a  deep   and  practical  interest  in 

meaearea.'    Such  right  and  courage  could  mission  work,  especially  with   the  High- 

not  bat  win  the  day,  and  so  'the  Bynod  landers,   with   many   of  whom,   aa   tbey 

find  that  the  decision  of  laat  May  cannot  passed  with  sheep-drores,  he  talked  and 

now  be  TCYersed,  aa  matierg  are  preaently  prated,  giving  them  Qaelie  tracts ;  living 

en^matantiated,  in  a  consistency  with  the  a  life  of  prayer  and  beautiful  piety,  and 

ediUcation  of  that  corner.'  ical  for  aoula  and  (he  glory  of  God — all 

Before  the   diviaion,  a  call   had  been  this  for  fully  half  a  century,  exercising 

given  to  a  Mr.  Pirrie ;  but  now  the  Bath-  over  a  wide  district  a  powerful  infloeucB 

gate  people  fell  from  it,  partly  because  of  for  good,  which   is   telling  to  this   day. 

tbe  erection  of  a  aeparate  church  at  Long-  Some  elories  about  tbe  good  man   bave 

nige,  the  place  chosen  aa  the  most  central  been  circulated,  especially  in  Dean  Kam- 

in  the  Wliitbarn   district.     Though   the  say'a  book,  which  don't  belong  to   him. 

cbarch  has  thus  from  the  first  been  really  Wit  was  not  bis  forte,  but  simplicity  aud 

in  Lonrridge,  or  Langrigg,  in  the  presby-  holy  zeal,  while  every  wbit  the  gentleman, 

t^rr  roll  it  bas  always  been   designated  .  ■  ■  Mr.  Brow*  was  twice  married.    In 

WliLtbutn.  the  two  Mra.  Browns  the  husband  eeems 

la  1775,  each  of  the  congregations  of  to  have  been  greatly  blessed,  each  in  her 
Bathgate  and  Whitbnrn  addressed  a  call  way,  though  different,  a  helpmate  of 
tn  the  same  probationer,  Mr,  Jamison —  incBtimable  worth — tbe  Mary  and  the 
Sithgate  preferred.  Freacbers  were  then  Martha — mothers  in  larael,  whose  chil- 
searcB  in  the  denomination,  and  not  till  dren's  children  ibia  day  call  them  bleased. 
II7T  was  another  call  given  by  the  Wbit-  Mr.  Brown's  attengtb  at  length  failing 
bum  congregation,  bnl  thia  time  with  with  years,  Mr.  Girdwood,  from  Biggar, 
blessed  success,  being  to  Mr.  John  Brown,  was  called  to  be  his  helper,  but  preferred 
ion  of  the  famous  Rev.  John  Brown  of  Peuicaik.  Afterwards,  in  1881,  Mr.  Millar, 
Haddington,  the  wonderful  aclf-tanght  from  Stonehouee,  was  settled  as  colleague 
■oholar, — author  of  such  valuable  worka  ae  and  aucceasor  to  tbe  venerable  patriarch  ; 
ttfl  Bible  Dictionary,  Cateefdsva,  etc., —  not  long,  however,  to  enjoy  bia  wiee  eonn- 
niioiater  of  great  eminence,  and  profeasor  aelior.  The  life-work  waa  fiuiehed,  and 
of  Theology  in  the  Burgher  Hall.  The  tbe  faithful  workman  was  taken  home  to 
Tcntbfal  John  Brown  was  ordained  at  his  reat  and  reward  on  10th  Febrnary 
Longridge  May  S3,  1777,  three  long  eer-  1832,  in  tbe  78lb  year  of  bia  age,  and 
mons  being  preached  on  tbe  occasion,  be-  9!>th  of  his  ministry.  If  there  be  any  man 
sideiaddreaeea  to  minister  and  people^the  loved  by  me  that  I  never  saw,  it  is  certainly 
posing  sermon  by  bis  own  father,  from  Mr.  Brown.  Oh  for  even  an  equal  portion 
rsilm  cxsxii.  1-S.  The  flrat  child  the  of  bis  spirit  I  Be,  being  dead,  yet  apeak- 
new  pastor  baptized  was  Janet  Meek,  eth.  It  is  told  that  Mr.  Millar,  who  was 
danghter  of  Thomaa  Meek,  12th  Jnne,  eometimei  downcast  and  fearing,  when  he 
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would  look  at  the  duur,  the  bMik  cndtton 
of  which  wu  worn  bj  Mr.  Brown'*  brow 
kneeling  at  pnyer,  weald  mt  onee  take 
cotuage  agun,  and  feel  «treogihened.  To 
the  interening  Memoir  (^  Mr.  Bnmm  bj 
Dr.  Smith,  his  lOD-iii-law,  I  refer  for  fuller 
infomiation. 

Of  Hr,  Millar,  inanj  (till  liriog  can 
tettilj  fhim  personal  knowledgie  m  a 
minister  of  popnlar  talents, — aChristian  of 
warm  heart  and  ardent  spirit, — in  preach- 
ing, fnll  of  Scriptare,  read;  and  rapid  of 
ntterance, — a  man  mncb  beloved  and  ad- 
mired, but,  through  long-continued  affiic* 
tjon,  a^r  twenty-one  yean  of  ministrj, 
obliged  to  resign;  afterwards  regaining 
his  hedth,  and  lahoaring  snccessfallT  in 
a  mission  cfanrcb  in  Ousgow  (Hitchell 
Church^  till  Bnddenly  cut  down  bjr  an 
epidemic  disease,  leaving  a  widow  and 
nnmeroos  foang  familj  to  tDonru  their 
earl;  loss. 

Just  in  the  middle  of  Mr.  Millar's  mi- 
niiCiy,  1841,  this  chnrch  was  erected,  at  a 
coat  of  aboat  £1S00 ;  a  house  handsome 
and  comfortable  from  its  yostb,  and  still, 
as  TOD  see  to-night,  improving  with  age. 

Of  the  two  years'  vacaney,  and  the 
several  calls,  I  need  not  apeak,  save  to 
note  that  all  the  candidates  nominated 
bat  one,  Vr.  J.  Brown  Johnstone,  are 
some  time  ago  removed  from  the  Cbnrch 
on  earth,  where  they  were  all  engaged  as 
tueftil  and  loceessful  ministers — namely, 
Uessrs.  M'Nanghton,  More,  M'Laren, 
Frame,  and  Angns ;  and  he  who  came 
among  yon  a  stracigeT, — '  as  one  dropped 
from  the  elonde,'  as  an  old  woman  aaid, — 
and  in  whom  all  parties  were  led  to  unite, 
has  now  gone  oat  and  in  among  yon  for 
nineteen  years,  in  joy  and  in  Borrow,  in 
strength  and  in  weakness,  enjoying  in  all 
the  affections  of  bis  people,  and  seeking 
eameetlj  to  do  them  good  and  promote 
the  weU-being  of  the  community,  with 
what  of  frail  uie  day  will  declare. 

Tojadgeproperlyoftheflnandolhistory 
of  a  congregation,  we  would  require  to 
know  the  number  of  members  all  along, 
the  rate  of  wages,  and  expense  of  living, 
etc. , — a  subject  too  intricate  and  extensive 
for  this  paper;  hnt  it  may  be  interesting 
to  notice  a  few  items.  At  first,  Mr.  Brown's 
stipend  was  £60,  then  £65,  then  an  addi- 
tional present  of  £5,  then  £80,  and  up  to 
£100  and  glebe,  and  taxes  paid.  When 
Mr.  Millar  waa  ordained,  each  got  a  pre- 
sent of  a  suit  of  clothes,— £5  a  snit,— and 
to  each  was  given  £S0  of  stipend ;  and 
after  Mr.  Brown's  deatb,  Mr.  Millar's 
stipend  waa  £1*0  and  glebe  and  taxes. 
My  own  stipend  was  £150;  nowii  is  £160, 
withont  glebe,  but  with  ihs  property  taxes 
paid.  Uiilil  recently,  Uie  income  was 
mostly  from  seat-rente,  yielding  in  1777 


£60 ;  in  1S0(H £T0;  in  1830,  £181— eession- 
bos,  beside*  what  was  given  to  the  poor, 
£7,  I4s. ;  in  1830,  total  income,  £16S.  In 
connection  with  Mr.  Brown's  death  then 
is  an  interesting  entry :  '  Collection  for 
Mr.  Brown's  monument,  £7,  14s.  7d. ;  to 
Mr.  Wardlaw  for  stone  and  dressing,  £7 ; 
Bxpenaes  attending  the  setting  of  stone, 
Ts.;  to  Gavin  Mnirhead  for  lettering, 
£3,  10s.  4d.;  total,  £10,  17a.  4d.'  Income 
in  1S50,  £14S,  l&s.;  from  box,  £4;  snb- 
Bcription,  with  donation  from  Mr.  Waddel, 
£34  ;  total,  £176  ;  and  for  missions,  £S4. 
Id  1873,  for  past  financial  ^i 


md  benevolent 


£1S5;  collections,  £85;  i 
£361;  and  for  i  * 
purposes,  £50. 

All  along,  funds  bad  been  raised. for 
misaioos,  hat  in  the  earlier  years  it  is  not 
easy  to  ascertain  bow  much.  How  fn- 
quent  the  record  of  the  name  of  the  late 
Mr.  Waddel  as  making  np  deBciendes 
and  giving  liberal  donations  1  For  these 
last  nineteen  years  the  extra  efforts  of 
the  congregation,  in  addition  to  the  ordin- 
ary, as  above  quoted,  have  amounted  to' 
folly  £aiOO,~-over  £100  per  annum.  In 
short,  the  CongregalioD  has,  on  thia  high 
bleak  muiriand,  for  these  100  years  sap- 
ported  its  own  ordinances,  bailt  two 
churches  and  two  manses,  and  given  in 
gome  measnie  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel 
and  the  general  good,  ali  withont  any 
help,  save  a  few  private  gifts  from  kind 
friends.  Of  all  this  we  make  no  boasi, 
for  more,  doubtless,  might  have  been  done; 
how  mncb  we  do  owel  But  aach  is  true 
independence—the  Voluntary  principle — 
the  Christian  principle  in  its  free  out- 
working— the  Christian  Church  self-sup- 
porting, self-goTerning,  and  aclf-propa- 
gating. 

For  a  hundred  years  the  seed  of  dlTioe 
trnth  has  been  sown  on  this  hill-top  ; — 
what  fruit  in  the  conversion  of  sinneTB 
and  edification  of  believers,  Ood  alone 
knows.  The  fmit  of  former  sowers  is  still 
being  gathered;  and  bow  many  of  the 
good  and  loved  ones,  in  addition  to  ifaeir 
ministers,  have  been  gathered  home  during 
these  years  !  To  name  a  few  might  seem 
invidiooa,  though  some — snch  aa  James 
Waddel,  so  nnobtmsjvely  pions  and 
quaintly  erudite — stand  out  in  special 
prominence.  But,  as  we  raminete,  the 
liat  swells,  uid  oar  hearts  swell  with  deep, 
tender  emotions.  May  they  not,  as  part 
of  the  cloud  of  witnesses,  be  here  in  spirit 
to-night,  sharing  in  our  joy  ? 

'  Oh,  flir  the  toDcta  M  ttae  vulihed  band, 
And  ths  NDsd  Df  tbs  vidce  tbat  1>  Mill  1 ' 
What  fruit  in  sons  raised  to  the  ministry  I 
Samuel  Kinloch,  first  minister  of  Abbey 
Close,    Faialey,    was    of   the    Whitham 
Burghen.     From  this  congregation  went 
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forth  Gwig*  Wwldel,  one  of  Ibe  Sjnod'*     oiu  ^ofeMiou,  and  fcaulM  toOi  of  boM 
'"'  —'--'---         -)  America;   kUo  the     hoaoored  nwne,  conoMted  witli  lU,  ie  — 


I&ta  Br.  Bisboi^  Priodpsl  of  Oxford  tJai-  of  them  hers  to-oight,  uid  othen,  thoagn 

TsraiiT,  Ohio,  U.S.;  snd  Thomu Thon-  abient,  <ritb  ua  in  spiiit — ■■  Dr.   Jo^ 

BOD,  nnt   SecMiion  iiuqUMt  of  Oirran,  Brown,  wbo  inlended  to  be  nitb  us,  Mfi 

SeT.  Joha  Inglu  of  HMoilCon    may  be  in  hi*  note  of  apology,  after  having  stated 

claimed  as  a  son  of  tbia  eongrention ;  tbe  tbe  cease  of  preventioa  i  '  I  would  greatly 

late  lb.  Siahet  of  Faialej  aod  Dr.  Tajlor  bare  liked  to  he  preaent,  and  meditate  on 

of   Montreal,    both   ber    offspring,    and  tbe  wondron*  changes,  not   ooW  in  tbe 

ItCCBSed  together.      Dr.  John  Bromi,   of  urAftt  world,  hat  in  tha  wnrld  of  LpantrriirK. 
Kggai  and  Ediobargh,  so  eminent  as  a 
prracher,  profeasor,  and  author  of  oxpo- 

sitorj  works,   aad    his    hrother,   George  led  them  and  fed  [hem  all  his  life  long : 

Brown   of   North  Berwick,   sons   of  the  for  be  wei  a  pastor  as  well  as  a  teacher. 

manse;  aDdafi«ceDtdate,theBeT.AIez.  There  it  was  be,  Sabbath  after  Sabbath, 

Brown  of  Kilmarnock,  present  with  oa  to-  served  out  to  hia  flock  tbe  sincere  milk  of 

nigbt,  and  Mr.  Qilbert  Martin  Uaic,  pro-  tbe  word ;  there  it  was  that  hia  simple, 

bationer  (who  ha^  boea  prevented  from  wise,  loTinglifewasspent  in  "i^oinj/l/ooif." 

joining  us),  recentlj  called  to  Beifaat,  and,  I  well  remember  the  coming  ont  of  hi* 

«e  tnui,  soon  to  be  settled  in  a  sphere  of  Means  of  doing  tbia,  whicb,  next  to  being 

uaafiUneBS.     We  have  aleo  a  atndent  for  good,  it  tbe  best  thing,  and  one  of  tbe 

the  ministry  now  at  tbe  Divinity  Halt,  a  best  meanB  of  that  aame  being.    He  and 

Jolin  Brown  too  i   and  I  have  leaned  bit  brother  Ebeaeier  were  like  John  and 

recent!;  that  the  first  boj  I  baptized,  and  Paul, — the  one  full  of,  love  a*  an  actire 

who  bears  mj  name,  is,  on  the  other  side  principle,   ai   tbe  Divine  priociple;  tbe 

of  the  world   (New  Zealand),  prosecuting  other  full  of  tbe  fire  of  love,  and  faitb, 

hia  Btudiea  for  the  gospel  ministr; ;  while  and  righteouaness ;  each  loving  and  ad- 

aercral  have  been  reared  among  ua  to  take  miriag  in  the  other  his  own  opposite.    Bnt 

au  hononri^le  place  in  the  medical  pro-  time  would  f^  to  tell  of  all  tbe  men  of 

fession.    If  ve   have  not  some  claim  to  Ood  who  have  ministered  on   your  lar- 

Ibe  Bev.  MuDgo  Giffen,  Marebsttle,  from  seen  upland.     May  yon  have  a  happy  and 

lelationahip  and  temporuy  residence,  tbe  victoriona   time   to-morrow.     I   en^  be 

tcT.  brother*  Johnstone  are  our  grand-  thinking  of  yon  and  envying  you. — Youn, 

lana;  as  alao  Dr.  John  Brown  of  Edin-  and  Mrs.  Boaaldaon's,  and  tbe  desi  old 

hnrah  {Hoi   tmd  Ma  Friends),    and   bia  visible    Kirk'a,    evei    affectionately,  —  J, 

brother,  Dr.  Alexander  C.  Brown,  Pro-  BxowM.' 

fesBor   of   Chemiairv.     Bev.    Dr.   John  ThecongregatioD,  on'the  occaaion,  te*- 

Crombie  Brown  is  a!ao  our  near  kith  and  tiGed  tbeir  appreciation  of  their  pastor, 

kia  by  birth,  and  nearer  atill  by  marriage ;  who  baa  labouKd  amongat  them  with  u- 


—    moderator    here,   Dr  Joseph  tiring  energy  and  zeal  for  nineteen  years, 

Brovn,  if  not  of  the  real  Langrigg  stock  by  presenting  him  with  a  parse  containing 

origia^y,  has  been  engrafted  into  it  b^  a  hundred  guinea*. 
Matrimony, — a  very  hoslof  Browns,  of  vari- 


f;otiafi  of  |Uto  ^ublkalions. 

Foft    THH    Wofix    OF    THB    MtHiBTBT.  knowledge  he  brings  most  effectively  to 

A    Mahcal    ot     EoniuniCAi,    akd  bear  on  the  topics  diecuaaed.    He  writes 

PaAOTiosi.  Tbboloot.      By  Willum  not  only  with  the  learning  of  a  divine,  bnt 

Blaikib,  D.D.,   LL.D.,   Profeasor    of  with  tbe  varied  intelligence  of  a  man  who 

Apologetics,  etc.  New  College,  Edin-  baa  aeen  much  and  many  phaaes  of  the 

boi^h.  actual  world.    We  have,  therefore,  a  book 

Lonaon;  Slralun  *  Co.    187*.  which  those  most  prejudiced  agaiuBl  Chria- 

THiBworkwiUootonlyaustain  but  extend  tiaa  work  and  worship  muat  read  with 

Cr.Blukie'a  repulalion.    While  it  has  the  respect,  but  which  is  invaluable  to  those 

excellences  by  which  hiE  previooa  writings  for  whom  it  ia  Bp«cially  meant,  as  placing 

are  characterized,  it  calls  forth  a  kind  of  them  at  tbe  outset  under  the  guidance  of  a 

ability  and  learning  which  could  not  so  man  of  large  and  varied  experience,  of 

^tly  appear  in  them.     No  man   knona  wide  sympathies  and  singular  jndiciouB- 

Wtisr  than  Dr.  Blaikie  tbe  BMte  of  tbings  nesa.    We  think  that  the  Doctor  somewhat 


rtligiously,  both  amongst  our  working  men     onder-cstimates  the  good  that  may  he  done 
and  cultured  clasaea.    And   tbia  apeciol     by  professional  tuition.  He  says: 'It  is  but 
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little  tluit  tha  letchor  eui  eontrlbnte  to 
th«  efflctenc]'  of  the  miniitij ;  it  mil  be 
to  the  antbor  a  hizb  gntificaiion  if  this 
volume  should  renOOT  even  a  flliahi  lerrice 
to  the  cBQBB.'  Of  conne  tnoch  depends 
not  only  on  the  ability  of  the  teacher,  but 
on  the  docility  of  the  icholar;  aBdyoDtbfnl 
mindi  are  not  alwayt  the  meekeBt,  nor 
yonthful  can  the  readieit  to  bear  initrac- 
tlon.  Still, '  awDTd  spoken  in  seieon,  and 
fitly  ipoksn,  how  good  it  ist'  And  we 
have  no  doubt  that  many  aspirants  to  Ibe 
miniitiy  will  derive  mnch  benefit  from  the 
perusal  of  this  volume,  and  will  vAlne  its 
wise  directions  ever  the  more  largely  as 
increeaing  Experience  unfolds  to  them 
their  precious  nest  end  Utility. 

Tlie  object  of  the  writer  is  entirely 
practical,  and  the  range  of  subjects  treated 
IB  varied  and  iaterestiuB,  including  all  that 
is  necessary  for  the  ef^ctive  discharge  of 
pnipil  and  pastoral  work.  In  illostracion 
and  enforcement  of  bis  theme,  Dr. 
Blaikie  not  oaly  quotes  from  the  learned 
tomes  of  former  times,  but  rehearses  in- 
cidents and  anecdotes  of  every-day  life,  eo 
that  tbe  work  of  the  minisir;  is  seen  to  be 
no  uDimportant  kind  oF  unpractical  affair, 
but  intensely  real,  and  of  higliest  moment 
— touching  all  our  earthly  interests,  and 
reaching  high  to  heaven.  'Ii  is  impos- 
sible to  conceive  any  change  bo  great  or 
BO  glorious  as  that  which  the  Christian 
ministry  is  designed  Co  effect.  It  aims  at 
B  radical  change  in  the  relation  of  men  to 
God — an  entire  change,  too,  of  character 
and  life ;  it  aims  at  bringing  men  habitually 
Quder  the  influence  of  the  purest  moCives, 
and  at  making  their  life  ibe  best  and 
noblest  possible,  and  the  fittest  prepara- 
tion for  tbe  life  to  come.  Tbe  influence 
of  the  Christian  miaieter  must  not  icr- 
minaie  with  his  public  services.  It  is  de- 
signed, nnder  God's  blessing,  to  be  a  silent 
power  with  His  people  during  every  hour 
of  their  lives,— in  boon  of  work  and  in 
hours  of  rest,  in  the  market.place  and  in 
the  counting-house,  in  the  family  and  in 
tbe  closet;  prevailing,  tbroDgh  the  power 
of  the  Spirit,  above  all  contrary  infiuences, 
counteracting  some  of  the  strongest  natural 
fncliuations,  and  bringing  every  thought 
into  captivity  to  tbe  obedience  of  Christ. 
For  accomplishing  all  these  changes,  the 
chief  instrument  furnished  to  the  Christian 
minister  i9  the  Word.  He  is  to  come 
into  contact  with  men  chiefly  by  means  of 
spoken  truth.  What  His  Master  baecom- 
nitted  to  him  is  the  word  at  reconcilia- 
tion (3  Cor.  V.  18).  .  .  .  Tbe  end  of  the 
Christian  ministry  is  thus  a  marvel  of  sub- 
limity ;  the  instrument  for  accomplishing 
it  is  not  less  a  marvel  of  simplicity.' 

The  work  being  thus  of  supreme  im- 
portance, it  is  Burely  meet  that  those  who 


look  forward  to  b«  engaged  in  it  should  he 
fnlly  qualified.  The  firat  and  grand  re- 
quisite, indeed,  for  the  work  of  the  mioiatiy 
is  the  possession  of  personal  piety.  This 
is  so  obvious  that  it  needs  no  enforcement. 
There  was,  indeed,  latelr  a  proposal  in 
high  places  to  remove  the  necessity  for 
this  qualification  by  making  tbe  Chnrch 
truly  nalioQa],  and  having  a  creed  which 
was  supposed  to  be  national,  not  personal ; 
while  the  officiating  clergyman  did  his 
work  simply  at  an  offlcial,  true  to  the 
terms  of  his  engagemenr,  hut  in  no  wav 
committed  to  bdief  in  the  doctrines  which 
he  himself  set  forth.  This,  however,  was 
felt  to  be  an  outrage  on  public  morals, 
and,  if  carried,  would  have  been  the  be- 
ginning of  national  ruin.  The  greatest 
sinner  and  the  veriest  fool  instinctively 
feel  that,  whatever  they  may  be,  the  man 
who  preacbBE    piety  should    himself   be 

But  piety  is  not  the  only  requisite ; 
there  are  intelleclnsl  and  physical  quali- 
fications which  must  not  be  overlooked  or 
undervalued.  Of  theseDr.  Blaikie  speaks 
with  much  intelligence  and  exceeding 
good  sense.  How  mnch  better  it  nonll 
havebeenwithmanjministersindiTidnally, 
and  the  Church  at  large,  had  such  sagacions 
counsels  as  tbe  following  always  been  acted 
on! — 'Preparation  for  preaching  implies 
a  thoroughly  disciplined  stale  of  the  *»• 
letlectval  powers.  It  implies  that  tha 
young  preacher  has  been  trained,  and  has 
trained  himself,  to  bend  bis  powers  to  the 
investigation  and  exposition  of  trutb,  has 
acquired  the  mental  habits  favourable  to 
that  exercise,  and  a  measnre  of  freedom 
and  familiarity  in  the  pursuit.  ...  Of 
course  it  will  not  be  thought  by  any 
intelligent  young  man  that  this  process  of 
menial  discipline  terminates  when  lech- 
nicslly  his  studies  come  to  a  close.  It  is 
indeed  a  lifelong  process.  But  be  who 
enters  on  the  ministry  with  a  fair  measure 
of  self-discipline,  and  command  of  his 
mental  powers  and  habits,  will  find  the 
benefit  all  ihrongh  life.  The  Etruggles 
which  at  first  it  cost  him  to  subdue  himself 
will  have  their  reward.  He  wilt  find,  as 
years  roll  on,  that  with  comparatively 
little  effort  his  powers  can  be  brought  to 
bear  on  his  work,  and  can  achieve  reanlts 
quite  wonderful  in  the  eyes  of  those  who 
do  not  consider  the  long  preparatory  pro- 
cess that  has  been  silenttyaod  steadilygone 
through.  It  is  said  that  Sir  Joshua  Bey- 
nolds  was  once  asked  how  he  charged  a 
hundred  and  fifty  guineas  for  a  picture 
when  it  bad  taken  but  three  days  to  paint 
it.  "Three  days!"  eiclainied  tha  indig- 
nant painter;  "it  has  taken  me  five- ana- 
thirty  years!"  The  capacity  lo  paint  it 
in  three  days  represented  a  course  of  da- 
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dpline  extendioe  orer  hli  irhole  profbi-  dntr,   lonr    thoaghls   of  one'i    poiltiott, 

■Lonillire.   A  well-dUelplined  preuber,  [a  ana  blltcr  onsUnghu  on  ottt't  riyilt  or 

like  manner,  nfler  jetn  orexerctK,  ma;  be  opponenU.    Of  the  nerva,  becHase  nerroot 

ableto  prspareadiBconrieiDComparatiTelj  fesbleDeu  and  nerrona  irritalion,  besidu 

little  time,  ihowing  ■  marTetlone  cmnbina-  deitroytne' one's  own  spring  ind  motiTS 

(toiiaFracaltiea,andm>rrelIoiiB  peifeGlion  nower,  brinB  one  tato  ominona  nelghbonr- 

Dfeccb.'  Dood  wilb  dark  tetaptationa  and  terrible 

P/^aieal  qnalificalion  ia  aUo  rerj  pro-  diaeaae.    Of  tbe  Itmgi  and  other  organa 

perlr  and  judicionil;   TGferTed  to.    The  of  apeecb,  bscaaie  a  clear,  metallic  voice 

irork  of  tbe  ministiriB  one  which  exhaniti  fi  an  India  pen  aable  to  efficient  utterance; 

theTilalenergrand  depmaei  thaphyaical  and  feeble  tongg  cannot  bat  be  accom- 

BjBteni:  and  ^et  it  is  not  tbe  «ork  but  the  pnnled  bj  a  senae  of  dtfficnltj  and   bf 

noTTj  that  la  most  trjjng.    Fani  ipoke  of  general  rceblenesa. 

'  ibit  which  came  upon  him  daily,  the  care  'It  ia  Ter^  certain  that  dne  attention  to 
of  sll  tbe  chnrchea.  And  the  care  of  one  physical  exercise  ia  an  essential  condition 
chnrcb  is  no  light  harden.  Tbe  man  who  of  anstained  Tigorons  preacbing.  The 
baa  to  do  battle  with  hnman  depravity,  command  "to  be  strong  in  the  Lord,"  In- 
snd  Item  the  wofnl  and  wonderful  tide  or  clndes  strength  of  body  as  well  aa  strength 
hamsQ  folly,  has  no  eaay  work  to  perform,  of  aonl.  A  whole  Saturday  apent  in  the 
And  BO  endeaTOor,  which  speciBlly  calls  atady,  and  particaUrly  a  whole  Saturday 
into  play  the  nervous  energy,  is  enciting  night,  il  not  favourable  to  that  pbysicd 
and  wearing;  and  when  this  endeavour  is  vigourwhichnanallyunderlieagood  preach^ 
thwarted  and  disappointed,  and  love's  ing.  "Thespeakers  thatmove  thecrowd," 
labour  seems  to  be  loat,  it  cruelly  laceratea.  laya  Beecber,  "  meo  after  the  pattern  of 
Itis  tbia  kind  of  thing  which  tends  to  give,  VhiieQeld,  are  uinatly  men  of  very  large 
as  Dr.  Cairns  obaerred  in  hia  moderator's  pbyaical  development,  man  of  very  strong 
dlKonrse,  to  an  assembly  of  ministers  a  digestive  powera,  and  whose  lungs  havs 
look  of  preraatnre  age.  Well,  if  the  pre-  groat  aerating  capacity.  They  are  men 
paratiDu  for  tbia  is  midnight  study,  and  of  great  vitality  and  recuperative  force, 
neglect  of  all  the  means  of  health,  what  Tbey  are  catapulla,  and  men  go  down 
nonder  that  tbe  minister  should  be  robbed  before  tbom."  Mr.  Beecher  has  gone  so 
of  hie  power — robbed  of  the  possibility  of  far  as  to  specify  certain  points  connected 
doing  the  work  at  all  in  some  instances,  with  food  and  feeding  that  reqaire  tlie 
mi  in  others  of  doing  it  in  such  a  way  aa  notice  of  the  preacher  that  would  make 
lo  entore  succeaa?  Onr  very  neceeaary  tbe  most  of  everything.  To  the  excellency 
training  has  a  tendency  to  make  us  unduly  of  his  own  health,  tha  fall  free  play  of  aU 
»™;.;.j  gjid  BUBCeptible  of  offence.  This  hia  vital  forces,  iie  attribatea  not  a  little 
'  '  "  "  '  of  the  popnlarity  he  has  enjoyed.  Some 
may  affect  to  deapjse  theae  thinga,  but  it  is 
„  ,  ,  a  foolish  sfFectaiion." 
■Ob  why  are  f.rmera  made  so  ooarse,  !„  ,raih,  il  ia  very  difficult  toget  Itndentf 
AHt^iS;„„"'™w™™  -K  ™  to  listen  patiently  to  anchcounaeU;  they 
^Maym'a'^d'^^'eT™'"*""^  are  quite  Shove  ^H  conaideration,._  "wi 
'  remember,  Ht  the  claieofacollegeBeasion,B 
Btndent  of  aomawbat  eccentric  habits  gave 
..                   ....    thevaledictory address tothemembersof a 

fSBKSB, — Todd's  StvdtiU's   Gaide.     And  debating  tocie^,  and  when  he  announced 

rcfesior  Blackie,  in  his  very  excellent  as  hie  first  word  of  exhortation, '  Students, 

little  lieatiss  on  Stlf-  Oultvre,  specially  take  care  of  yonr  health,'  he  was  greeted 

meant  for  studenta,  shows  in  hie  graphic  with  roars  of  merry  and  derisive  laughter, 

*aj  how  neceasaiy  to  trae  manhood   is  and  this  not  only  on  accotint  of  bia  peculiar 

bodily  as  well  aa   mental   exercise,  and  manner  of  enunciation,  but  because  of  th« 

eihotts  the  youthful  student  to  pursue  his  matter  enunciated.    Part  of  the  good  that 

Bladies  as  often  as  possible,  not  in  mnity  is  coining  outof  theevilof  ihemaierialiatie 

rooms,  but  in  the  fiwe,  fresh  air  of  heaven,  atudies  and  tendencies  of  the  age  is  the 

—on  tbe  mountain-aide  or  in  the  shady  growing  conviction  of  the  powerful  influ- 

Snie.    Our  author  observes,  'Everything  ence  of  the  physical  on  the  mental  part  of 

points  to  the  duty  of  caring  for  the  health  our  nature,  and  tbe  intimate  connection 

and  vigour  of  tbe  body,  and  especially  of  there  ia  between   a  sound   mind  and   a 

the  three  organs  on  which  the  preacher  is  sound  body.     Doubtless  it  is  this  bodily 

specially  dependent,  —  the  stomach,  the  feebleness  that  makes,  to  their  own  chagrin 

nerves,  and  the  lungs.     Of  the   ilomach,  and  humiliation,  the  approach  of  Sabbath 

veHy,  because  from  any  dieorder  there  terrible  to  many  a  minister  of  flue  mental 

ipting  those   nsmeleas    morbid    feelings  povrera   and  earnest   religtona   faith  and 

which  gender  depressing  views  of  life  and  feeling.     'Are  you  going  to  be  a  mini- 
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■tei?'  a  gentleman   once  pUjfollj  uked  advice,  tued  to  tnuulaM  aloud  into  Eng- 

of  a,  loa  of  the  manse,  to  whicb  the  ready  liali  frambookiwrittao  in  other  Ungaagea, 

Mid  raefnl  rejoinder  was  'No ;  if  tb  aaw  in  order  to£nd  readilj  the  right  Eo^jsh 

Etpt  on  a  Satnrday  night,  ye  woald  neTer  word*.    Mr.  Bright,  in   the  days  of  hia 

G  a  miniiter.'    And  to  there  «i«  admir-  fineat  Bpeechea,  was  in  tlie  habit  of  staiir- 

able  men,  who,  by  reaaon  of  the '  Tile  body,'  ing  carefully  tbe  great  classical  poeti  of 

often  drag  themselves  to  the  pulpit  liiie  England,  finding   that  tbey  helped  hm 

criminali  on  the  way  to  ezecntiun,  raiber  to    correctnets    and    fnlneM   of  diction. 

than  bright  and  happy  meaiengere  of  glad  Gibbon  is  said  U>  have  written  tbe  Gnt 

tidings  of  great  joy.  cbaptaiof  the  .Z^acluieanl^aJZ  three  times 

The  qneGtion  of  Ibe  material  and  method  before  he  waa  pleased   with    it.     Lord 

of  the  sermon  are  carefully  discussed,  and  Brongham  re-wrote  the  peroration  of  bii 

the  necessity  for   lacidut  ordo  vigoroDslj  speech  on  the  Queen's  trial  eighteen  timet, 

act  forth.    As  to  the  language  and  style  Our  habits  have  become  so  rapid  tbatsnch 

employed,  simpliciij/  is  arged.     '  There  is  staiementa  can  hardly  be  belieTed  by  at. 

a  style  of  writing  charecterisCic  of  half-  But  sucb  indiealions  of  the  pains  used  bj 

educated  persons,which  ooman  oftasteand  secnlai  orators  and  antbora  to  place  then 

trainingcan  too  carefully  avoid.  It  cODsistB  thoughts    in   the  most    impressive  form 

in  the  use  of  grand  words  instead  of  plain  ought  oot  to  be  lost  on  those  whose  office 

words  i  in  heaping  gaudy  tropes  and  other  deals  with,  the  great  truths  of  saliation. 

figures  of  speech  on  subjects  that  are  in  'With  one  o^ei  remark  on  this  subject 

little  need  ot  illustration ;  in  accnmulatiog  we   most   conclude;   let   it  have  all  the 

long  adjectives  and  other  expletives,  not  weight  of  a  closing  coDnael.    Of  the  eI;^'^ 

for  the  pnrpose  of  conveying  or  elucidating  of  which  we  have  spoken,  the  sacred  Schp- 

thought,  but  of  making  a  great  blaze  of  tares  furnish  the  best  and  most  striking 

oratorical  fireworks.    Such  writers,  loma  examples;  nor  can  there  be  any  betLcr 

one  has  said —  means  of  farming  and  enriching  a  pnlpil 
style  than  familiarity  with  their  contesU, 
and  that  power  of  apt  and  graceful  qaots- 
tion  of  their  language  which  not  only  gives 

I  have  heard  wonderful  apecimens  of  this  authority   to  a  diBcoiirse,   but  mskea  it 

style  at  the  soirees  of  young  men's  associa-  sparkle  as  with  precions  stones.' 

tions.     I  have  heard  it  in  lesser  degree  in  One   of  the   many  advantages  of  ibis 

sermons  by  half-cdncated- preachers,  that  kind  ofsiyle  is  that  itnecessitatesasimple 

have  got  a  smattering  of  scholarship,  and  and  natural  mode  of  delivery— a  speaking 

deem  it  right  to  parade  afact  which  certainty  to  the  pC'Uile,  not,  as  is  too  often  the  case, 

wonld  not  be  discovered  from  any  evidence  letting  on  a  grand  harangue  before  then, 

of  either  mental  discipline  or  of  parity  of  Inquiry   is    made    as   to   the  different 

taste  and  manners.    It  is  hard  to  convey  modes  of  delivery, — reading,  reciting,  and 

too  strong  a  warning  against  any  approach  ec  tempore  speaking.      The  second  ia  re- 

to  this  style.'  garded   as   the  most   difficult  and   lesst 

Instances  are   given  of  the  kind   de-  effective.     Of  conrse,  as  to  this,  as  well  st 

notinced  ;  but,  alas  t  we  are  familiar  with  it.  other  things,  different  people  are  difierendj 

We  once  listened  to  a  preacher  of  this  cast,  affected.    There  are  those  whose  memory 

who  informed  a  plain,  decent  andience  that  is  itroug  and  ready;  there  are  those  le 

the  clergy  of   the    Charch   of   England  whom  the  committing  of  a  sermon  for 

Besmed  to  caieonlyforottumi  cumd^iMfe,  preaching  is  direst  labour.     We  beheTC 

and  contrasted  their  preaching  with  the  that  much  time  and  strength  and  comfiKt 

thaumatvrgic  eloqaeoce  of  Demos^enes.  have  all  been  destroyed  by  attempts  to 

Surely    this    is    equal    to    the    learned  leain  verbatim  the  written  discourse ;  ud 

effnuODs  of  the  yonth  of  whom  the  Pro-  many  would  -have  been  more  happj  and 

fesBor  tells  us  that  be  always  called  Jeru-  effective    preachers    had    they   adopwd 

salem   not  simply  Jerosalem,    bnt    'Che  either  of  the   other  two   metliods.    wa 

plaee  which  Ood  chose,  to  put  His  name  remember   once    assisting    a   brother  of 

there.'  great    ability   and  worth,   whose   sclion 

Bnt  to  attain  this  beauiifn!  and  desir-  sennon  waa   written   on   Thursday,  and 

able  simplicity  is  no  easy  matter;  the  art  who  devoted  Friday  and  Saturday,  and 

to  conceal  art  comes  only  by  long  laborious  all  the  morning  of  Sabbath  from  an  earlf 

toil.    '  Certain  it  is,'  says  our  author,  '  that  hour,  to  committii^  it  to  memory,  "ho 

no  small  pains  have  been  nsed  for  such  yet  was   hampered  in   his  delivery,  and 

ends  by  eome  of  the  highest  masters  of  had  to  look,  at  the  kb.  after  alL    Noir, 

eloquence.  BenjaminFranklinusedtoread  in  cases   of  this   kind,  —  and   they  >re 

the  Sjiecfotor,  and  try  to  reproduce  it  from  nnmerons, — how  much  better  Just  to  bare 

hia  notes,  in  order  to  acquire  the  style  of  had  reconrse   to  reading   or   preaching 

Addison.    William  PitI,  by   his   father's  aftercareful preparation, fromthethoa^t, 
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— frhieb,  of  eoune,  Dr.  Blkikis  io«aiit  t^ 
ex  teaipoTe  t  Let  a  man,  ia  ifaMt,  wieid  bi( 
veapon  in  the  waj  io  which  he  can  do  it 
moit  «ffectiTel7,  Tor  it  is  the  dnty  of  the 
minister  to  seek  to  ImpTeM  and  pennade 
men ;  and  this  is  no  easy  tMk,  aitd  reqniTei 


praaching  that  coaei  home  to  tbem  and. 
helps  theai.'  Moraorer,  ^  tbe  fiieside 
among  ibe  children,  by  the  sick-bod  and 
the  death-bed,  the  pastor  has  an  oppor- 
tnnitj  of  eadearing  himself  to  hii  people 
'~  ~  manner  and  to  a  degree  which  far 


mighty  and  manifold  reaistive  force  with 
which  tbe  preacher  has  to  contend  I  '  The 
cecnrinj;  and  sastainiBg  of  the  Mtention  of 
tbe  andience  demands,  at  least  on  the 
put  of  ordinary  preacheri,  continued  care 
from  first  to  last.  Toaag  preachers  can 
hare  bat  a  faint  notion  of  tbe  amoont  of 
inattention  that  preTails  in  an  ardlnarj' 
congregation.  If  men  were  as  devout  and 
eHinest  as  they  ought  to  ba,  it  nonld  be 
otherwise  ;  but  mapy  person*  are  neither 
dcTont  DOT  earnest.  One  class  come  into 
chnrch  with  their  mind  pre-occnpied  with 
tbe  cares  of  tliis  life.  Tbe  farmer,  who 
has  got  his  fields  to  sow  !□  a  few  days,  or 
whose  cattle  are  abont  to  be  despatched  to 
the  market,  or  who  is  on  the  ere  of  making 
a  new  ofier  for  his  farm,  is  not  in  the  best 
mood  for  gi-ring  anstsined  attention  to  a 
scrions  discooise.  I  hare  been  told  of  an 
eminent  publisher,  tbat  tbe  idea  of  his  most 
snccessfnl  publishing  scbemce  occurred  to 
faim  in  church.  The  merchant,  hard  pushed 
for  the  bill  thai  bas  to  be  met  to-morrow. 


On  the  part  of  other  hearers,  well-disposed 
too,  there  is  the  tendency  to  dream.' 

The  important  sabject  of  'Pastoral 
Visitation  receives  careful  and  candid 
treatment.  It  i«  sapposed  that  this  port 
of  ministerial  work  is  failing  into  disuse 
and  disfavour.  And  perhaps  it  is  not  and 
eaouot  be  carried  on  as  it  once  was  ;  the 
times  are  cbanged,  and  we  too  are  changed. 
But  still  the  work  is  Ui^ely  done ;  aod 
nion  laborious  and  ezhatisting  it  is,  both 
in  the  case  of  the  city  minister,  who  has 
10  wind  hia  weary  way  through  closes^ 
nay,  and  climb  spiral  and  elevated  stairs — 
and  in  that  of  his  country  brother,  who 
has  to  traverse  moorland  miles  to  the 
distant  cottages  that  are  few  and  far,  and, 
aUsI  ever  getting  fewer  and  farther 
between.  But  stil^  when  rightly  done, 
this  kind  of  work  brings  with  it  immense 
advantages  alike  to  pastor  and  people. 
Thotj  'Uie  pastor^  duty  of  the  minister 
■nay  easily  be  made  s  most  valaahle 
iniiliaiyto  his  pulpit  work,  and  tbe  pulpit 
duty,  nghtly  performed,  will  seek  the 
naioral  ootlet  and  application  in  the  pas- 
toral. It  is  only  by  personal  intercoorse 
wilb  his  people  that  the  minister  can  gain 
a  true  knowledge  of  them, — their  sorrows, 
siDi,  temptations,  difficulties,  the  kind  of. 
gnidacee  whicb  they  need,  and  the  kind  of 


of  praetleal  detul  dealt  witb,  on  the  light 
Eaanagemenl  of  which  a  minister's  com- 
fort and  nsefulneM  so  largely  depend,  and 
by  the  rlgbt  management  O!  which  many 
men  have  ereatly  succeeded  who  were 
not  nnnarkabte  for  the  splendoar  of  thair 
gifts  or  the  extent  of  ibeir  attainments. 

At  the  close  there  is  a  lengthened  and 
learned  apnendii,  in  which  the  variotu 
books  on  uie  subjects  brongbt  under  re- 
view are  enumerated,  and  their  contests 
indicated.  Allogether,  the  book  is  one  of 
great  and  sterling  excellence,  to  the  pro- 
daction  of  which  a  combination  of  very  fine 

JnaLties  and  qualifications  was  necessary. 
1  ought  to  be  a  vade  tnecum  with  every 
aspirant  lo  the  ministry,  and  may  he  p«- 
nsed  with  equal  pleasure  end  profit  by  thote 
who  are  engaged  in  it,  and  who  by  reason 


Thh  Babdb  of  TBI  BiBLB.   By  Oatnaa 
Qu.YU.ta.s.    Sixth  Edition. 

LoDdon:  HuDllloU,  AdAiDt.  A  Co.     1S74. 

Thb  first  edition  of  Uiis  book  appeared  in 
I6S0.  At  that  time,  we  remember,  we 
read  largely  the  thickly  coming  papers 
and  volumes  of  Mr.  Qilfillao,  Hod  spent 
many  a  pleasant  hour  in  his  company. 
We  then,  in  the  days  of  'dawning  nxoD- 
bood'  (as  we  would  have  pbrased  it^ 
admired  Mr.  Gilfillan's  eotbasiasm,  his 
pictorial  power,  his  vride  acquaintance 
with  literature,  and,  though  personally 
unknown  to  him,  have  ever  since  felt 
gratefully  and  kindly  towards  him.  We 
have  never  doubled  his  genius,  bat  we 
have  often  questioned  his  judgment ;  and 
we  Jiave  seldom   felt  more   inclined   to 

Snestion  it  than  in  reference  to  his  pre- 
Lce  to  this  sixth  edition.  He  tells  as: 
'In  tome  of  tbe  theological  and  other 
matter  introduced  into  it,  he  is  not 
ashamed  to  say  that  he  bas,  since  writing 
it,  veiy  much  altered  his  views,  notably 
on  tbe  theory  of  Christ's  personal  reign ; 
bnt  he  thinks  it  better  to  reproduce  the 
book  txaUiy  tu  it  vxu  when  it  was  Qrst 
published  in  liJSO.  It  ie  designed  now,  as 
then,    principally    as    an    exposition 
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pofaing  tbroagh  a  qntrter  of  a  centBTj  praise  ind  not  a  little  to  condemn.  Ilhu 
of  BlniDSt  nnp&ralleled  commolloa  and  found  much  faronr,  its  author  telli  lU, 
change,  ahonld  Tcmun  esoctlj  at  the  Baia«  with  'the  humble,  the  fonng,  lad  the 
poiDtattbeend  uatthebeginninglhereof;  limple-hesrted.'  It  has  ma-aj  of  the 
and  it  may  be  a  matter  for  consideration  faults  end  excellences  of  yonth.  In  point 
wbether  he  pioclaims  (be  change  which  of  ta^ts,  [t  is  not  always  immacniatc— it 
he  has  undergone,  or  remains  (ilent.  We  is  often  strained  and  torgid ;  but  it  con- 
are  not  compelled  to  ntter  all  onr  mental  tuna  mach  ibat  is  of  real  power  and 
processes,  or  even  couclasions.    Bat  it  it  beauty.    It  might  be  easy  to  avoid  ju 

-  "" *'-        •  -     -  „2jj  pQblishes  a  faults  ;  it  wonld  bo  difficnlt  to  reach  iti 

its  TievB  are  not  merits.    Perhaps  we  could  gire  in  brief 

ts  Mr.  GilBllan's,  space  no  better  iUustration  of  whst  we 

one  of  two  eonnes  was  open  to  him.     If  bare  jnst  said  than  by  quoting  a  singls 

he  thonght  the  changes  [[aile  insignificant,  passaffe,    in    which    the    Bible   il   Iboi 

he  need  not  have  referred  to  ihem  ;  or  if  he  landed; — 

thoQgbl  them  Important,  he  was  bound,  in         'The  Book  we  are  thus  justified  inpro- 

the  interests  of  truth,  to  hare  stated  what  claiming  to  bo  mtperior  to  all  othen  be- 

they  really  were.     As  it  is,  the  reader  can  sides  that  have  been,  are,  or  shall  ever  be 

ncTerbe  sareof  any  opinion,  howevercogent  on  earth.      And  this  not  that  it  foreslalls 

the  argument  or  eloqaent  the  illnstration  coming  boots,  or  includes  all  their  etsen- 

by  whicb  it  Essnpported,  whether  it  is  Mr.  tial  truth  within  it ;  nor  that  in  politb, 

GilaiUn's  past  or  preient  one.      What  art,  or  instant  effect  it   can  he  exalted 

would  be  iQonght  of  a  geologist  who,  in  above  the  written  masterpieces  of  hnman 

repablishing  an  edition  of  his  oorlL  after  genius, — what  comparison  in  elaboration, 

twenty  years,   informed  his  readers  that  any  more  than  what  comparison  in  girtli 

daring  that  time  he  bad  altered  bis  views  and  greatness,  between  the  cabinet  and  the 

on  many  of  the  points  touched  on,   bat  oak  r —  but  it  is  that  the   Bible,  white 

notably  on  that  which  at  the  time  was  his  hearing  on   its    summit    the    hues  of  » 

special  favourite,  and  yet  vouchsafed  no  higher   heaven,    overstepping  with   ei« 

indication  as  to  the  nature  of  the  change?  all    human    strnctnres    and    aspirations, 

Perhaps  Mr.  Gilfillan  may  say  that  his  on  earth   but  not   of  it,  communicating 

treatment  of  the   subject   is   poetic,   not  with  the  omniscience  and   recording  the 

scietttiflc,  and  that  bis  design  is  not  so  acts  of  the  omnipotence  of  Ood,  is,  st 

much   to  set   forth   truth   as    to    impart  the  same  time,  the  Bible  of  the  poor  and 

pleasure.    The  excuse  is  a  sorry  one,  and,  lowly,  the  crutch  of  the  aged,  the  pillow 

even  on  his  own  showing,  quite  inadmis-  of  the  widow,  the  eye  of  the  blind,  "  Ihe 

eible.    Throughout  the  whole  volame  he  boys'  own  book,"  the  solace  of  the  sick, 

combats  objectors, — soch  objectors  to  his  the  tight  of  the  dying,  the  grand  hope<rf 

view  of  miracles  as  Carlyle  and  the  author  the  simple,  sincere,  and  sorrowing  spirill; 

of  .^Idm  Zofil;^,- and  a  lengthened  note  of  it   is   tAu   which   at   once   proclaims  its 

argumenlulioo    is    retained  in  behalf  of  unearthly  origin,  and  80  clasps  it  to  lbs 

the  theory  concerninB  which  bis  views  are  great   common   heart  of  hnmanily  Ibst 

■  notably  '  altered.    And  this  is  matter  of  tbe  extinction  of  the  sun  were  not  more 

necessity.    For,  as  he  himself  says,  'Other  monmed  than  the  extinction  of  tbe  Bible, 

books   have,   to  their    loftiest    altitudes,  or  than  even  its  recediog  from  its  preaeni 

sprung  from  earth  ;  this  book  looks  down  pride  of  place.' 

from  heaven  high.    Other  books  appeal         This  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  ennisli- 

to  nnderstanding  or  fancy ;  tbii  hook  to  tive    and    curiously   figurative    Und  of 

conscience    and    justice.      Other   books  writing  with  which  the  book  abonnd! ;  » 

seek  our  attention  ;  this  book  demands  it  that,  notwithstanding   the  genius  which 

— it  speaks   with  authority,   not   as  the  nnmistakeably  flasbes    through  it,  il  it 

scribes.'    If  this  is  so,  is  it  not  to  he  re-  apt  to  get  tiresome  in  its  want  of  repose— 

gretted   that   Mr.    Gilfiltan    has  nothing  to   those,   at    least,   who  are  no  longer 

better  to  give  in  this  treatise  on  Ihe  Book  young. 

than  a  series  of  dissolved  and  dissolving  

views?  Fbesbttebuiiish   Older  »has  Chms- 
As  to  tbe  book  itself,  as  it  has  reached         xiAKtir.      A   Sermon.      Bj  (he  Eev. 
its  sixth  edition,  it  may  be  supposed  to         MiECtrB  DoDS,  D.D. 
have    established    its  reputation.      As    a  E^abnrsb;  Hadaren  A  Msenlven.  in<- 

Sneral   principle,  however,   we  suppose  Thz  author  of  this  sermon  has  won  for 

r.  Gilfiltan  wonld  be  far  from  regarding  himself  a  high  reputation  for  scholarship 

success  as  a  test  of  merit.    Still,  success  and    ability.    Any    utterance   of  hii  le 

is  not  continuously  the  reward  of  that  worthy  of  attention,  as  being  that  of  » 

which  is  Inferior  or  worthless.    It  seems  tborougbly  capable  and  candid  man.   u 

to  ns  that  in  the  book  there  is  much  to  this  diseonrse,  which  was  preached  at  U 
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ordinfttioa  o[  elders  in  his  own  church, 
lie  BDters  into  a  tboroagb  «nd  leiraed 
coniideration  of  the  foims  of  Jawiiti  wor- 
ship, speciallj  connected  with  the  sabject 
under  reriew  ;  and  he  comes  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  '  wa  PresbjterianB  are  of 
much  more  ancientpedigree  thnn  we  com- 
monlj  suppose.  We  trace  onr  lineage  as 
Presbyterians,  not  to  the  Chriaiian  era 
meralj,  nor  to  the  dajis  of  the  apostles, 
but  as  far  back  as  the  BabyloniBb  cap- 
tirit;.  We  may  be  told,  indeed,  that 
though  so  ancient,  the  Preabyterian  form 
is  not  of  dLviae  origin.  Bat  we  cm  reply 
that  what  contented  the  apostles  may 
Bttuiry  OB.  And  we  have  the  satisfaction 
of  chmly  understanding  onr  origin,  and 
plsnCing  ODF  feet  on  ascertained  fact.  For 
nothing  may  be  considered  as  more  cer- 
tiunly  established  than  that  the  Christian 
Church  was  framed  on  the  model  of  the 
apigogne,  and  nothing  is  more  certain 
loan  that  the  synagogue  was  strictly  Pres- 
byterian,' There  is  a  growing  disposition 
on  the  part  of  many  to  think  that  no  special 
form  of  government  is  authoritatively  laid 
down  in  the  New  Testament,  and  to  con- 
sider ihat  'wbate'er  is  best  administered 
is  best.'  With  people  of  this  class  Dr. 
DodB,or  conrse,  has  no  agreemeDt;  and 
tbey  msy  find  the  pemsal  of  his  sermon 
helpfal  in  showing  that  a  system  that 
proves  itself  practically  conducive  to  the 
^od  order  of  the  Church  has  its  deep 
'    ■  a  natare  and 


rLTMODTHlSM,  ElC.   By  Bev.  D.  M'ldTOSH, 

Dqlkeitb.    Third  Edition. 
LondoD :  Tmct  Sodet;. 
Vie  Gongratolate  Mr.   U'Intosh   on  the 
EUcceis  of  bis  pamphlet.    We  had  occa- 
sion [0  notice  it  laTonrablj   in   former 


Che  advocates  of  a  subtle  heresy. 
When  people  attempt  to  be  wise  shove 
what  is  written,  they  become  fools ;  when 
they  attempt  to  be  good  after  a  more  ex- 
alted fashion  than  the  reasonable  and 
divine  example  set  forth  in  Scripture, 
what  then  ?    BstreiDes  niMt. 

ThB   CoHFEBSIOHAL,    iMD  THB  FXIUTLT 

Muscle     ox     TB^nicBSTAfliiAiioir. 

Two     Discourses.      By    Bev.    Jahbs 

Miluojlh,  Hough ton-le-Sp ring.     Pab- 

lished  by  Request. 

UaDchBiteri  John  HavWDofL 
London:  aimpUo,  UuihsU.  A  Co, 
Thb  errors  of  Romanism  aia  not  confined 
to  the  Bomish  Church ;  tbey  have  crept 
into  the  Cbnrch  of  England ;  and  even  m 
remote  Scottish  villages,  in  small  preten- 
tious chapels,  may  be  beard  very  strange 
tesching. 

Mr.  Milligan  takes  up  two  great  errors, 
— those  connected  with  Confession  and 
Trans nbstantiation.  His  method  is  very 
jnetandsatisfsclory.  By  quotations  from 
authorized  books  he  shows  what  really 
are  the  tenets  held  by  his  opponents ;  and 
then,  byacarefnl  consideration  of  psssages 
of  Scripture  alleged  to  be  In  their  favour, 
be  shows  these  tenets  to  be  nnscrbtural. 
The  refutation  is  thorough  and  efiectire. 
The  disconrBes,  which  do  much  credit  to 
the  candour  and  ability  of  their  author, 
may  be  put  into  the  hands  of  young  people 
especially  with  happy  results,  alike  as  a 
source  of  infoimation,  and  as  a  means  of 
gaarding  them  against  the  pemiciaus 
errors  bo  clearly  exposed,  and  confirming 
them  in  'the  faitb  oiLce  delivered  lo  the 


pani&lff  ^tixasi^Hi, 


THE  LATE  M.  AGASSIZ. 
T  of  Tie  EiwUsh  Independtnl  thus  writes :  '  I  have  just  returned 
from  t^  burial  of  Agaseiz.  We  have  no  other  ecieutific  discoverer  and  tettcher — 
I  donbt  if  England  has  one — whose  death  could  produce  bo  univeisal  a.  feeling  na 
his  baa  awakened.  He  had  travelled  and  explored  widely  in  the  New  World 
^Dcehe  made  it  hiahome  in  1846 ;  and  his  be&utiful  aimplicity  of  character,  joined 
witli  an  impetuous,  frank  heartiness  of  manners,  made  fnends  far  beyond  the  circle 
of  appieciaCiTe  admiration  for  his  great  attainments.  Hie  services  to  science  have 
been  simply  invaluable ',  and  the  grand  disinterestedueBS,  the  unutterable  superi- 
ority to  personal  and  selfish  considerations,  tJve  glorious  and  kindling  enthusiaaia 
which  he  gave  to  the  large  and  noble  enterpriBes  he  had  set  on  foot,  were  above 
ill  praise.  His  borial  was  in  keeping  with  all  that  he  was — simple,  attless, 
sabdued,  breathing  a  wondrous  feeling  of  profound  and  universal  respect  It 
Tss  the  spontaueouB  offering  of  admiration  and  love — for  this  man'  w&s  greatly 
loved,  as  seldom  a  renowned  scholar  and  teacher  ha«  been.  It  will  be  long  before 
the  voices  that  vill  speak  fittingly  of  Agaasiz  in  our  pulfnts,  legislative  balhs, 
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colleges,  schools,  and  lU  plac«fl  of  public  addreaa  will  be  silent ;  but  then  wuso 
need  of  eulogy  or  history  that  day.  The  Huguenot  boy,  the  Swiss  student  tuid 
professor,  the  explorer  of  the  ^Uciera,  the  great  ichtliyolo^ist  and  embrydogirt 
and  palieontologiet,  the  clear  instructor,  the  felidtona  writer,  the  enthnsiaatie 
collector,  the  resistless  advocate  of  scientific  progress,  the  founder  of  schools  and 
museums,  the  inspirer  of  thousanilB  of  noble  teachers — how  he  will  be  remembered 
and  hoaouicd  in  the  land  to  which  hia  coming  was  bo  grand  and  measureless  a 
boon  I  He  sleeps  by  the  ude  of  the  late  President  Felton  of  Harvard,  one  of  oar 
most  elegant  scaolm,  and  one  of  his  dearest  friends. 

'Great  workers  are  sometimes  mysteriously  withdrawn  when  they  were  about  to 
do  A  wort  which  seems  specially  required,  aod  for  which  they  seemed  speciallj 
fitted.  So  was  it  with  M.  Agassiz,  for  it  was  anDoonced  that  he  was  about  to  ^ve 
a  course  of  lectures  at  Washington  oa  the  Origin  of  life,  and  famish  a  series  of 
articles  against  the  development  theory,  and  especially  Darwinism,  for  the  Atlanlie 
Monlhly,  pnblisfaed  in  this  city.  The  magazine  articles  were  vrritten,  it  is  said, 
and  the  first  lies  before  me  in  the  Monthly  tor  January,  It  is  entitled,  "  Evoiutiim 
and Permaaeoco  of  Type."' 

MR.  BRIGHT  ON  PREACHING. 

Those  who  ate  eantestly  in  search  of  useful  knowledge  are  nob  to  be  blamed  if 
they  adc^t  means  and  methods  of  inquiry  which  would  not  occur  to  the  incmions. 
A  youthful  student  having  assigned  to  him  as  a  subject  for  an  essay,  '  The  State  of 
Religion  in  the  Army,'  forthwith  set  resolutely  to  work ;  and  it  natniallyoccomd 
to  Urn  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  might  have  a  tolerable  acquaintance  with  tlie 
matter  in  hand,  sad  so  he  politSy  aaked  in  that  high  quarter  for  reliable  iufoimS' 
tion.  It  always  seemed  to  us  to  prove  that  the  Iron  Di^e  was  merely  a  maa  of 
powerfultalent,  not  of  genius  (gemal  natare), — a  Joab,notaDavid, — tttathe  took 
no  notice  of  this  request,  though  it  was  accompanied  with  an  envelope,  stamped, 
and  properly  addressed. 

A  young  enthusiast  in  a  great  art,  also  deuring  the  best  information  from  the 
best  source,  has  lately  written  to  Hr.  Bright,  requesting  hia  opinion  abont 
preaching.  Perhaps  it  did  occur  to  this  ardent  inquirer  that  Mr.  Bright  had  had  a 
loDgaudseriousillness,andhadmany  high  matters  to  attend  to;  but  what  discOTuy 
wo^d  ever  be  made  if  difficulties  were  considered  ?  So  the  letter  was  sent,  and 
was  also  answered ;  and  thus  the  Church  and  the  world  have  the  benefit  of  earnest 
inquiry  on  the  one  hand,  and  generous  condcGcension  on  the  Other. 

On  this  letter  the  ChrUtian  World  thus  remarks :  '  Mr.  Bright  says  he  does  not 
now  write  his  own  speeches,  deeming  it  enough  to  think  over  what  is  to  be  said,  and 
to  form  an  outline  in  a  few  brief  notes  ;  but  we  should  have  thought  that  it  ia  the 
habitoftherighthonourablegentlemantofixvery  exactly,  if  not  with  his  pen,  yet  in 
his  mind,  the  very  words  of  all  the  leading  passages,  and  especially  of  the  peroration, 
in  every  great  eiieech  which  he  delivers.  Ho  frankly  and  justly  adinits  that  mlffl 
applicable  to  otaer  speaking  may  not  be  equally  applicable  to  the  pnlpit  He 
thinks  "'  it  must  be  a  tonible  thing  to  have  to  read  or  speak  a  eermon  every  week 
upon  the  same  topics  to  the  same  people — terrible  to  the  speaker,  and  hardly  less 
so  to  the  hearers."  With  the  exception  of  the  last  phrase,  in  wiiich  tfaere  is  a 
slightly  addolar  flavour,  this  sentence  is  corioualy  like  one  uttered  many  years  sgo 
by  Lord  Brou^am,  to  whom  public  speaking  must  have  seemed  much  ewier  than 
it  does  to  Mr.  Bright,  but  who  declared  that  if  Scotch  ministers  were  to  do  that 
woi^  honestly,  it  was  a  marvel  to  bim  how  it  could  be  done  at  all.  Mr.  Bright^ 
we  eannot  help  thinkiac;,  might  modify  the  words  we  have  quoted  were  he  to 
reflect  on  the  fact  that  the  preacher's  work  is  not  simply  to  dw^  "  upon  the  same 
tcpica "  continually,  but  to  unfohi  the  significanoe  of  a  Book  whose  infinite 
variety  onght  to  make,  as  in  all  cases  where  it  is  gone  about  rightly  it  does  make, 
the  work  delightful,  both  to  the  preacher  and  tiie  people.  If  Mr.  ^i(^t  had 
enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  personally  participating  in  the  benefits  of  each  an 
ebcient  ministry,  he  would  no  doubt  iiave  quaiined  Ms  remark.  He  thinks  reading 
a  misctiief  where  a  man  has  knowledge  of  his  subject  and  agift  for  public  speaking; 
but  while  this  may  in  the  main  be  true,  we  must  remember  that  some  of  the  greatMb 
preachers-greatest  erea  for  popular  effect — have  been  readecs.   Jonathan  Bdwaids 


""i^'l^tT^  MOKTBLT  BBTE08PB0T.  95 

not  only  read,  bat  WH  obliged  to  keep  bis  little  vs.  book  close  to  his  eyes  throogli 
defect  of  vision ;  and  it  was  nnder  this  preachicg  that  the  greatest  revival  of 
modem  timea  oocnrred.  Dr.  Gholraers  r^,  bo  cUd  Dr.  Caudlish,  and  bo  doea 
Principal  Caiid,  nnleffi  when  he  preaches  memoriter,  which  latter  was  the  constant 


itial  of  Dr.  Guthrie.  We  mention  these  names  not  to  support  anv  theory,  bnt 
^pl;  to  show  that  no  hard-and-fast  rule  can  be  laid  down  on  this  subject.  Each 
of  the  throe  modes  possible  haxe  been  eiHnplified  by  some  of  the  greatest  palpit 
orators  in  the  worii  The  main  thing,  we  take  it,  is  that  a  preacher  abould  bo 
true  to  himself.' 

The  question  here  raised  as  to  the  mode  of  delivering  sermons  is  one  of  more 
importance  than  at  first  d^  may  appear.  It  is  generally  allowed  that  preaching 
without  tiie  pttper,  when  it  can  be  done  well,  is  mast  impressive  am]  aronEdng. 
Preaching  witbont  the  p^ier,  however,  is  becoming  more  and  more  micommon. 
The  reason  for  this  being  asked  of  a  diatinguiahed  divine,  who  preachee  to  a  very 
nnmeroos  and  attached  congregation  south  of  the  Tweed,  whonimaelf  allows  the 
better  bnt  follows  the  worse  plan,  be  observed  'that  theolc^cal  opinion  was  so 
otuettted  meanwhile,  that  many  dared  not  trust  to  ex  tempore  utterance.' 

THE  JUBILEE  SINGERS. 
Tee  lovcas  of  song  in  various  parts  of  the  country  have  hod  a  rare  and  peculiar 
treat.  A  number  of  students,  male  and  female  liberated  slaves,  from  Fiak  College, 
Tenneesee,  have  been  giving  a  service  of  song  for  some  weeks  past  to  crowded 
aodieQces  in  Edinburgh,  Gl^gow,  and  our  larger  towns.  Their  object  is  to  raise 
fnndB  towards  the  completion  of  the  building  of  the  college  with  which  they  are 
coooected.  £14,000  is  the  sum  required.  Of  this,  £8(K)0  has  been  raised  in 
America,  and  several  thousands  mcve  oy  their  efforts  in  this  country. 

The  words  of  their  songs  or  hymns  will  not  bear  severe  criticism.  One  must 
Dverbok  many  curious  and  childish  expressions,  and  read  lovingly  and  intelligently 
between  the  lines  to  discern  the  deeper  meauing.  But  their  singing  irreeiBtibly 
enlists  your  sympathieB  and  touches  yonr  heart.  Their  voices  are  rich  and  liquid, 
and  thMT  execution  is  perfect.  However  different  the  words  or  the  tune  may  be, 
ttie  undertone  seems  always  the  same, — the  low  wail  of  sorrow,  the  irrepressible 
jeaming  for  release.  Even  their  shouts  of  triumph  have  a  melancholy  cadence. 
Afl  Dr.  M'Gregor  of  St  Cathberta  observed  in  propoeing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  them, 
'Tkeir  music  iJways  reminded  him  of  the  fine  old  Scottish  song,  "  Oh,  why  left  I 
my  hsme?" '  They  hare  won  golden  opinions  on  account  of  the  great  propriety  of 
thwr  behaviom",  and  the  quick  intelligence  which  they  have  everywhere  displayed, 
proving  that  there  is  one  blood,  thongh  there  may  be  different  coloure. 

THE  REVIVAL  MOVEMENT  IN  EDINBURGH. 
PoR  the  past  dght  weeks  Edinburgh  has  been  in  a  state  of  unwonted  excitement. 
The  occasion  of  this  was  the  visit  of  Messrs.  Moody  and  Sankey,  two  American 
gentlemen,  who  began  a  course  of  meetings  tor  religious  awakening.  Their  visit 
VBS  anticipated  with  interest,  for  tidings  of  their  work  in  the  nortii  of  England 
had  come,  but  the  result  has  far  exceeded  the  moat  sanguine  expectations. 

The  principal  features  of  the  movement  are  these : — 

Theextraordinari/ crowds  that  Jreqaent  the  rmelings, — Whatever  may  have  been  the 
time  of  day,  (x  wherever  the  place  of  meeting,  crowds  have  flocked  together,  bo  that 
la^nnmberB  have  had  to  go  away  disappointed,  even  from  the  most  oommodious 
MdingB.  It  surely  was  a  new  thing  in  Edinburgh  to  see,  on  a  chill  December 
day,  aimd  pelting  rain  and  furious  winds,  thousands  of  persons  on  foot  and  t 
"wriagw  hastening  to  hear  the  gospe'  '    ^    "    '  ""■  '  ... 

n  hour  before  the  time  of  meeting.  ^ .  _, 

daUy,  and  on  a  Sabbath  evening  5000  men  met  in  the  Com  Exchange,  whilst 
tnany  meetings  were  being  held  all  over  the  town.  On  the  pavement  and  in  the 
or,  at  noon  and  at  night,  you  continually  met  with  multitudes  of  both  sexes  and 
all  ranks,  who  were  on  their  way  to  a  church  or  hall  where  worship  was  to  be 
obserred.  ^ 

TIk  union  of  ChrisHana  of  aU  denominations. — On  the  platform,  and  engaging  in 
the  services,  were  ministers  and  laymen  belonging  to  ail  sections  of  the  Church. 
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EcclceUatical  diSereuoea  were  forgotten ;  the  grand  esMntiftl  brathg  of  religion  tod 
tbe  salvation  of  sonls  bouad  tdl  together  in  loving  and  euneat  feeling  uid  eSort. 
And  iLB  men  who  had  long  held  aloof  met  in  each  othu's  churches,  and  united  in 
praise  and  prayer  and  fervent  exhortation,  the  exclamation  was  iireeistJblr  i;aM 
forth,  '  Behold  bow  good  and  pleaaant  a  thing  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  togetlier 

The  tarnat  attention  given  to  the  icord  spoken, — The  heart  of  the  people  was 
touched,  and  lo !  their  eais  were  open,  and  their  eyes  glistened.  There  vere  no 
sleepeTB ;  even  the  mere  critic  and  tbe  scomer  coold  not  but  listen  to  what  was  so 
fervently  uttered. 

The  spirit  of  prayer  manifested. — Many  meetings  were  held  Bpecinlly  for  prajier. 
Interceesion  was  ssaed  in  thousands  of  oases  for  the  erring,  by  friends  interested 
\n  their  welfare.  There  was  much  siLent  and  secret  prayer.  Doubtless  a  spirit  of 
grace  and  supplication  was  poured  out. 

It  would  be  prematur    ' 

in  that  time  will  ansn 

it  with,  and  have  profeesed  to  hare  fonnd  peace.  In  the  churches  of  Brooghton 
Place  and  Newington,  meetings  were  held  for  many  snccesaiTe  evenings.  Tlie 
pastors  of  both  these  coQgregationa  took  a  most  active  part  in  the  work,  and  both 
testify  to  tbe  great  enjoyment  they  felt  in  it,  and  the  blessed  resnlts  that  bare 
foUawed. 

Now,  it  naturally  occurs  to  us  to  aak,  what  was  there  to  account  for  all  tbia 
excitement  and  interest  ?  We  tmst  that  God  Himself  was  working,  and  that  i'atA 
Spirit  which  hkweth  where  it  listeth,  and  which  was  so  often  and  ta  eameetly 
sought,  was  present  and  powerful.  But  what  as  to  the  human  inatrumentaUtf, 
and  specially  those  two  workers  who  were  chiefly  engaged  1 

Mr.  Sankey's  labours  weteconfined  mainly  to  singing,  and  no  wonder  heeieTt«d 
a  marvellous  power.  He  has  a  magnificent  voice,  and  uses  it  with  great  taste; 
and  he  plays  skilfnlly  on  an  instrument.  His  singing  of  '  Jesus  of  Nazareth  psBsetli 
by '  was  most  impressive,  and  was  always  a  special  favourite ;  but  yet  more  tbiOl- 
ing  was  it  when  he  asked  the  audience  to  join  in  the  chorus  of  snch  hymns  as  '  S^l 
i^ere  m  more  to  follow.'  Then  many  sweet  young  voices  joined,  with  a  patboa 
which  subdued  even  the  most  stolid. 

As  to  Mr.  Moody,  it  may  he  well  to  say  at  once  there  is  much  tbat  may  etnty 
be  found  fault  with,  and  of  this  the  enemies  of  tbe  movement  make  tbe  meet 

His  grammar  and  pronunciation  are  not  immaculate;  his  anecdotes  are  occa- 
sionally out  of  taste,  Lis  descriptions  at  times  rather  grotesque,  and  his  statemeBls 
and  appeals  sometimes' startling  and  exaggerated.  Just  let  us  frankly  acknoir- 
ledge  this ,-  but  then  let  it  also  be  said  that  ijiere  is  a  thorough  eamestnea,  a 
downright  directness  of  speech,  a  power  of  individnalising  hia  audience,  and,  over 
all,  illiLStrations  drawn  from  his  own  experience  of  the  most  tender  and  touching 
kind,  with  the  onfaltering  assurance  of  a  man  who  has  himself  foand  peace  W 
agonizes  tbat  you  also  may  find  it,  and  then  will  be  seen  the  secret  of  his  SLiocas- 

It  has  been  a  great  and  wonderful  movement.  That  nothing  has  been  doae 
but  what  ought  to  have  been  done,  and  nothing  said  but  what  ought  to  have  been 
spoken,  is  what  no  one  will  aSirm.  For  in  alL  human  action,  even  when  motives 
are  the  purest,  error  and  even  folly  are  not  wanting ;  but  surely,  in  those  days  of 
widespread  aceptioisni  and  gross  indulgence,  all  may  rejoice  in  an  awakening  or 
men  and  women  to  the  serious  consideration  of  their  highest  interests.  And  it 
may  be  that  one  lesson  to  be  learned  from  this  movement,  in  a  cold  and  critic^ 
city,  is  that,  however  valuable  scientific  methods  of  treating  religious  aubjecte  and 
mental  culture  may  be  in  their  own  place,  after  aid  the  work  of  human  redemption 
is  God's  work,  and  is  to  he  accomplished  instrumentaDy  b^  men  whose  great  en- 
deavour is  not  to  propound  a  new  phdoeophy,  but  to  proclum  '  the  simphcity  that 
is  in  Christ.' 
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OBJECTIONS  TO  THE  PRESENT  REVIVAL  OP  RELIGION 
CONSIDERED. 

BY   BEV.   PROPE830R  CAIRNS,  D.D,,  BERWICK- ON-TWEE D. 

Having  been  asked  by  the  Editor  to  write  a.  paper  on  the  present  religions 
movnuent  in  our  country,  I  find  that  I  can  add  nothing  to  facts  already 
comniDmcated  through  varions  channels  to  the  pnbHc  ;  nor  can  I  make  any 
improTement  upon  the  general  notices  inserted  by  Dr.  MacGill  in  the  present 
nnmber  of  our  Misaonary  Record.  I  therefore  limit  myself  to  a  brief  notice 
of  some  of  the  objections  that  may  apply,  in  the  jadgment  of  some  sincere  and 
excellent  Christians,  either  to  what  are  called  revival  movements  in  general, 
or  to  this  movement  in  particular.  It  is  readity  admitted  that  this  sacred 
Dod  scriptural  word  'revival'  has, been  much  abused,  and  that  the  prejudices 
of  some  good  men  against  everything  that  bears  the  name  are  not  altogether 
withoQt  foundation.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  firmly  believed  by  the  present 
writer  that  these  abuses  have  no  necessary  or  even  natural  connection  with 
the  inestimable  blessing  which  the  word  '  revival '  sets  forth,  and  that  in  the 
present  movement  they  have,  through  the  grace  of  God,  been  to  a  wonderful 
degree  avoided. 

Probably  the  radical  objection  in  some  minds  to  these  movements  is  that 
'i^pmodicity.  Why  should  spiritual  influence  be  tbna  a  thii^  of  times  and 
BOsonsT  Why  should  our  more  sober  and  steady-going  Christjanity  be 
involved  in  these  American  crises  and  fluctuations  T  Now,  it  is  admitted  that 
there  is  a  true  sense  in  which  spiritual  influence  is  stable  and  uniform,  for.  the 
law  of  answer  to  prayer  is  constant ;  and  were  the  Church  always  fajthfulj  it 
would  be  blessed  with  a  constant  revival.  At  the  same  time,  as  we  all 
Iwoent,  the  Church  is  unfaithful ;  and  it  is  therefore  left  to  sovereign  grace 
to  decide  when  and  how,  and  by  what  inatrumentB,  a  fresh,  visitation  of  self- 
originated  blessing  is  to  be  vouchsafed.  There  is  thus  in  the  history  of 
Cbristianity  a  visible  ebb  and  flow ;  and  this  is  not  confined  to  America,  but 
extends  over  the  Church  in  every  land.  We  may  regret  the  need  of  revival, 
bat  we  have  no  reason  to  regret,  but  only  to  bless,  its  returning  visitation  ; 
and  while  undoubtedly  it  would  augur  a  higher  state  of  tilings,  both  in 
Amaica  wid  at  home,  were  the  river  always  of  the  same  flow,  it  cannot  but 
be  matter  of  joy  that  the  umformity  is  not  that  of  depression  and  stagnation, 
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bnt  tbat  when  man  has  suffered  it  to  run  low  and  almost  dry,  by  neglecting 
the  upper  springs  whence  it  is  sapplied,  God,  by  opening  the  windows  of 
hearen,  causes  it  to  swell  anew,  and  tnrns  E^ain  our  captivity  as  the  streams 
iu  the  sooth. 

Another  not  infrequent  objection  to  all  revlral  measures  is  that  of  ex- 
ciumml.  This  word  is  so  ambigaons  that  It  must  be  defined  before  it 
can  be  reasoned  upon  either  for  or  against.  In  ho  far  aa  revival  excite- 
ment is  something  not  produced  by  the  apprehension  of  Christian  truth, 
or  prodaced  beyond  what  the  truth  warrants,  I  do  not  desire  to  say  one 
word  in  its  favour,  but  rather  to  deprecate  and  condemn  it.  Thus,-  a 
style  of  preaching  which  should  dwell  exclusively  on  the  terrors  of  the 
Lord,  or  a  style  of  dealing  with  anxious  inquirers  which  should  infalhbly 
guarantee  their  salvation,  and  thus  fill  them  with  groundless  joy,  would  in 
my  view  incur  this  condemnation ;  aa  also  a  style  of  singing  where  constant 
appeals  to  feeling  and  sympathy  predominated  over  instruction  and  prayer. 
But  while  all  this  is  conceded,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  Christiamty 
cannot  do  its  work  upon  the  soul  without  excitement  or  deep  emotion,  and 
that  to  banish  excitement  as  the  necessary  reflex  both  of  realized  condemna- 
tion and  of  realized  pardon  is  to  condemn  Christian  experience  to  torpor  and 
sterility.  Our  religious  affections  must  be  stirred  to  their  depths  if  Chrb- 
tianity  is  to  be  a  vital  power ;  and  it  is  the  want  of  this  which  so  cripples 
Christian  life  at  other  times,  and  makes  every  scene  of  existence  engrossing, 
exciting,  and  attractive  but  the  sanctniuy  or  the  meeting  for  prayer.  So 
far  from  regarding  the  excitement  of  reality  as  an  objection  to  this  revival 
movement,  it  is  to  me  its  great  charm  and  blessing ;  for  in  the  light  of  eternity 
eternal  things  have  produced  emotions  of  awe,  of  sorrow,  of  hope,  aod  of 
gladness,  only  proportioned  to  their  grandeur  and  interest ;  and  it  ought  to 
be  our  heart's  desire  and  prayer  that  these  experiences  may  be  perpetuated, 
and  not  suffered  to  fade  again  into  the  light  of  common  day. 

The  only  other  objection  which  I  ehall  notice  is  that  of  new  T/i&isiires,  or, 
as  some  wonld  call  them,  spasmodic  and  sensational  appliances.  I  am  relieved 
from  the  necessity  of  meeting  certain  topics  that  required  to  be  discussed 
in  connection  with  former  revivals.  There  has  been  no  exhibition  of  con- 
verts i  no  bringing  to  the  front  of  speakers  not  authenticated  by  Christian 
experience  and  general  acceptance ;  no  collision  of  the  lay  evangelist 
element  with  the  Christian  ministry.  It  is  hardly  conceivable  that  the 
measures  actually  adopted  should  have  been  appUed  more  prudently, 
gravely,  and  harmonioosly  than  has  been  done;  and  therefore  the  only 
sensational  element  most  lie  in  the  measures  themselves.  Now,  what 
are  these  measores  1  When  analyzed,  they  resolve  themselves  into 
these  three  things — prayer  meetings,  evangelistic  services,  and  meetings 
for  inquirers;  to  which  may  perhaps  be  added  a  certain  prominence  of 
song  in  its  various  moods,  and  of  a  more  American  than  Scottish  or  English 
character.  It  is,  I  think,  impossible  to  ground  any  rational  objection  to 
this  revival  on  any  one  of  these  points,  or  on  all  of  them  put  together.  The 
noon-day  prayer  meetings  are  confessedly  special  and  temporary,  except 
where  peculiar  circumstances  may  favour  their  permanence.  They  are  thus 
a  most  suitable  accompaniment  of  evangelistic  services ;  and  the  requests 
for  prayer  offered  at  th«a  give  life  and  eam^tness  to  the  supplications. 
The  open  half-hour  ia  a  mere  matter  of  detail ;  and  whoever  does  not  object 
to  a  special  prayer  meeting  in  connection  with  revival,  can  have  no  serious 
difBculty  in  r^ard  to  this  particular.  These  meetings  are  bnt  the  special 
week  of  prayer  of  the  Evangelical  AlUance  prolonged  and.  limited  in  its 
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object ;  and  few,  if  any,  in  tliis  eonntry  will  Bhare  the  objection  which  I 
once  read  in  a  German  religious  organ  even  to  the  Alliance  prayer-ouion, — 
that  it  waa  a  aenaationaUy  Ei^lish  way  of  gettiog  np  a  monster  petition. 
Od  the  contrary,  these  n^ons  for  prayer  have  been  the  brightest  features  of 
oar  times ;  and  a  wider  and  deeper  agreement  here  would  show  the  conver- 
sion  of  tbe  world  to  be  dravring  nigh. 

With  regard  to  special  evangelistic  services,  these  need  not  be  defended 
in  a  Chorch  vrhoae  Bnpreme  court  has  enjoined  them  on  every  congregation. 
The  only  real  danger  is,  that  the  evangeUstic  or  converting  element  of 
preaching  shonld  be  lost  sight  of  at  other  timra,  and  that  either  preachers 
sboaid  reserve  it  for  such  seasons,  or  hearers  mainly  expect  rt,  or  a  blessing 
npoQ  it,  in  connection  with  them.  The  whole  of  a  Christian  ministry  should 
be  erangelistic  as  truly  as  edifying;  but  this  is  no  objection  to  special 
services,  any  more  than  to  the  multitude  of  other  topics  of  inferior  magnitude 
that  from  time  to  time  receive  prominence. 

Ab  for  meetings  with  inquirers,  there  is  nothing  essentially  in  the  arrange- 
ment but  what  is  covered  by  the  experiences  of  the  day  of  Pentecost,  when 
the  conscience-stiicken  multitudes  asked,  *  Men  and  brethren,  what  shall  we 
AoV  or  of  Paul  and  Silas  in  deahng  with  the  jailor's  question, '  What  mnst 
I  do  to  be  saved  f '  If  it  is  right  to  meet  anxiety,  it  is  right  to  presappose 
it,  and  to  have  arrangements  ready  for  relieving  it ;  nor  can  any  argument 
against  the  general  idea  of  an  inqniry-room  be  found  that  will  not  equally 
militate  against  the  hope  of  reaping  immediate  saving  results,  and  of  assisting 
to  gather  them  in  by  counsel  and  prayer.  It  is,  however,  probably  at  this  point 
that  revival  measures  come  most  into  conflict  with  the  reticence  and  reserve 
of  the  Scottish  people  in  particular,  and  of  some  of  its  most  deeply  exercised 
Christian  members;  and  therefore,  while  I  would  use  to  the  full  the  resources 
of  an  inqniry-meetiug,  1  would  endeavour  also,  in  a  time  of  gracious  awaken- 
iog,  to  tax  to  the  uttermost  the  energies  and  opportonitieB  of  pastoral 
visitation,  and  seek  out  those  who  may  be  suffering  from  secret  wounds,  or 
whose  anxieties,  though  real,  may  not  be  deep  enough  to  constrain  disclosure, 
there  ia  great  reason  to  fear  that  the  conception  of  tbe  pastoral  office,  as 
at  all  times  not  only  warranting  but  demanding  personal  dealing  with  tbe 
sonls  of  those  who  place  themselves  under  our  ministry,  has  been  greatly 
lowered  and  suffered  to  go  into  abeyance.  If  it  had  not  been  so,  the  liberties 
taken  in  an  inqniiy-room  would  always  have  been  at  the  disposal  of  a  faith- 
fnl  minister ;  and  the  supposed  invasion  of  privacy  in  the  former  case,  would, 
even  in  spite  of  Scottish  reserve,  have  seemed  only  a  natural  extension  of  a 
familiar  practice.  It  will  be  well  if  this  nuusaal  call  to  deal  with  men's  souls 
recalls  attention  to  the  permanent  obligation  of  the  Christian  ministry  to 
deal  habitually  with  them  in  a  more  close,  personal,  and  living  manner  than 
bas  been  common ;  for  this  will  make  the  ministry  a  far  more  real  and 
blessed  employment,  and  will  be  productive  of  far  more  saving  benefit  to 
those  thus  treated,  not  in  fignre,  but  in  fact,  as  a  physician  treats  his  patients 
or  a  Bhepfaerd  his  flock. 

I  have  only  a  word  to  add  in  regard  to  the  peculiarities  of  singing  mixed 
up  with  this  religions  movement.  To  myself,  they  are  not  only  acceptable, 
bnt  delightful  and  impressive  j  and  this  probably  is  the  general  feeling,  as  is 
seen  in  the  rapidity  with  which  they  have  become  naturalized.  But  if  any 
object  to  these  novelties,  as  not  sufficiently  grave  and  solemn  for  the  awful 
realities  of  conversion  and  repentance  with  which  they  are  associated,  though 
to  my  own  miad  the  deep  pathos  of  these  strains  is  one  of  their  most  charac- 
teristic features,  I  have  only  to  say  that  the  movement  is  not  so  deeply 
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committed  to  thpse  peeoliaritiea  but  that  it  may  be  detached  from  them  and 
jadged  on  its  other  merits ;  and  that  in  some  places,  if  not  ia  all,  the  older 
hymns  and  psalms  have  been  as  prominent  as  these  new  vehicles  of  the  eame 
soul-saring  trnth  and  heartfelt  devotion. 

I  commeDd  these  haaty  remarks  to  the  candid  consideration  of  all ;  and 
it  they  should  abate  one  prtyndice,  or  deepen  one  sympathy,  in  regard  lo  a 
movement  which  has  been  already  incalculably  bleesed,  I  shall  be  abmidantly 
rewarded. 


THE  LATE  RET.  HUGH  BAER,  KINQSKETTLE. 
The  eleventh  conmiandment  is  the  last  and  greatest,  and  is  indeed  the  smn 
of  them  all  in  their  moral  aspects.  And  all  Christiaus,  and  especially 
CImstian  ministers,  have  many  strong  and  tender  reasons  for  loving  one 
another.  They  are  engaged  in  a  work  of  no  ordinary  magnitude  and  im- 
portance, and  in  which  they  meet  with  many  grievous  difficnlties.  Hie  gifte 
and  spheres  of  ministerB  differ,  bnt  their  aim  is  one,  and  in  the  mam  the 
difficulties  they  have  to  enconnter  in  seeking  to  win  boqIs  to  ChriBt  are  tlw 
eame ;  for  the  human  heart  is  ^ver  the  same,  and  in  the  city  and  country  alike 
'  the  natural  man  is  enmity  against  God.'  Very  wearing  and  exhausting 
often,  though  it  has  al^o  at  times  its  peculiar  Joy,  is  this  work,  causing,  in 
cases  not  a  few,  the  look  of  age  to  steal  on  too  soon,  and  death  to  come 
prematurely. 

How  few  who  have  reached  middle  hfe  bat  are  called  to  mooin  the 
departure  of  friends  who  sat  on  the  same  benches  with  them  in  the  bright 
and  happy  days  of  youth,  and  who,  after  having  equipped  themselves  for  the 
work,  and  entered  on  it  with  the  purpose  of  making  fnllproof  of  their  ministry, 
have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  over-exertion  in  eariy  days,  or  to  anxious  labonr  in 
later  life ! 

Very  pensive  and  tenderly  subdnii^  are  these  memories ;  and  doubtless 
they  not  only  are  due  to  the  departed,  but  of  predoua  service  to  survivors, 
keeping  the  heart  soft  and  ready  to  flow  forth  in  loving  feeling  even  amid 
surroundings  that  are  fitted  to  harden-^it  may  be  worse  than  harden,  to 
embitter  also. 

A  leading  materialistic  writer,  Mr.  Morley,  affirms  that  the  assurance  of 
the  impoBsibiUty  of  our  ever  meeting  in  another  world  ought  to  make  as 
very  careful  to  be  kind  and  just  to  each  other  here,  as  all  regrets  in  reference 
to  the  departed  are  unavailing.  This,  indeed,  is  dreary  teaching, — the  gospel 
of  despau-,— and  is  not  likely  to  sweeten  hfe  and  make  us  kindly  affectioned 
one  towards  another.  We  have  a  more  Bure  and  glorious  word  of  promise. 
And  the  feeling  that  we  have  of  common  work  to  be  done  for  the  commoQ 
Master  here,  and  the  prospect  of  a  blessed  reanion  in  the  common  home 
above,  may  well  lead  us  to  love  as  brethren. 

Our  pages  are  more  than  aamMy  burden^ — shall  we  say? — with  anacconnt 
of  losses  which  our  Church  has  sustained  in  all  her  ranks :  from  the  roll  of  oar 
students,  and  elders,  and  ministers,  men  of  noble  character,  and  of  mnch 
promise  or  large  service,  have  been  called  away.  But  we  sorrow  not  as  tbose 
who  have  no  hopa 

'  A  few  abort  years  of  trrU  part, 
"'  h  the  hspny  BhorBy 

Lth-divided  friends  st  Ust 
let  to  part  do  more.' 

One  of  not  the  least  of  these  losses  is  that  of  Mr.  Hugh  Ban-. 
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Hr.  Barr,  we  learn,  was  barn  at  Bridge  of  Weir.  His  parente  were  memberB  of  tlia 
Relief,  now  tbe  United  PreBbyterian  Church  of  Kilbarchan,  where  he,  too,  wasregu- 
hrlj  f oaod  ou  Sabbath  as  booh  be  he  could  travel  the  diHtanoe,  tiz.  two  miles.  After 
receiving  a  good  common  education  at  Bridge  of  Weir  school,  he  was  apprenticed 
to  lie  tmlor  trade,  and  prosecuted  this  employment  till  he  entered  upon  hiu  atudiee 
for  the  iniuiBtr;.  Before  this  he  had  ahown  a  coneiderable  fondness  for  reading, 
and  distdueuiBhed  himself  fay  the  forcible  and  accurate  manner  in  vhieh,  in  coa- 
versation,  he  dUcuBBed  public  questjong,  especially  thoee  of  a  religioua  character. 
Tbe  circumBtancta  which  led  him  to  abandon  trade  and  betake  himself  to  study 
an  not  without  interest  The  Sabbath  achoolB  in  connection  with  the  congregation 
at  Kilbarchan,  in  which  be  was  an  effective  teacher,  having  resolved  to  give  a 
preaentaticHi  to  their  miniater,  and  to  have  a  eoiree  on  the  occasion,  and  having 
selected  him  to  give  tbe  preaentation  addreaa,  he  acquitted  himself  ao  well,  spoke 
with  such  modesty,  accuracT,  and  good  taste,  that  Eub  friends  and  acquaintance 
urged  him  to  prepare  himeeil  at  once  for  the  ministir.  After  seriously  considering 
tbe  matter,  he  resolved  to  follow  their  advice,  and  forthwith  applied  himself  with 
all  his  might  to  the  studies  necessary  to  fit  him  for  entering  upon  a  University 
career.  Again  and  again  be  was  strongly  tempted  by  an  influential  friend  to  atudjr 
for  the  Free  Church,  but  his  unwavering  desire  and  aim  was  to  become  a  minister 
of  that  Church  in  which  he  had  been  baptized,  and  of  which  be  bad  become  a 
toember.  Through  the  influence  of  his  esteemed  and  accomplished  minister,  the 
Bev.  George  Ahson,  and  other  friends,  Mr.  Barr  was  furniBhed  with  the  pecuniary 
Dieans  ueoeaBary  to  tide  him  over  bis  first  year  at  College.  This  is  a  fact  entitled 
to  '  honourable  mention ! '  It  greatly  redounds  to  the  credit  of  its  authors,  and  ia 
worthy  tbe  imitation  of  all  ministers  and  churches.  About  the  cloaeof'bia  first 
year  of  student  life  he  vae  accepted  as  an  agent  of  the  Glasgow  City  Mis^on, 
which  to  bim,  as  to  many  more,  has  been  an  agency  qualifying  for  tbe  minwtry, 
aud  without  the  aid  of  which  their  prospects  of*  ministerial  service  would  have 
been  clouded,  if  not  eclipsed.  In  this  sphere  of  usefulness  Mr.  Barr  continued 
during  nearly  the  whole  of  his  career  as  a  student,  and  in  the  district  he  ctiltivated 
was  '  a  Buccourer  of  many,'  both  temporally  and  spiritually.  Of  this  no  one  is 
more  competent  to  apeak  tban  the  Gev.  Thomas  Caie,  late  Superintendept  of  the 
Glai^w  City  Miaaion — '  a  man  greatly  beloved '  for  his  UBselfisnness  and  devoted- 
ness  in  the  Lord's  work,  and  between  whom  and  our  deceased  brother  a  close 
intimacy  was  maintained  to  tbe  end.  Shortly  after  he  was  licensed,  Mr.  Barr  was 
noanimously  called  by  the  United  Presbyterian  congregation  of  Kingskettle,  which 
for  some  time  had  been  unable  to  unite  upon  any  other  candidate.  In  this  charge 
Le  continued  till  the  time  of  bis  sudden  death,  on  November  9,  1873,  embracing  a 

r'od  of  twen^  years.  The  following  sketch,  from  the  funeral  sermon  preached 
,  the  Rev.  William  Fleming,  of  Ix)tbian  Road,  Edinburgh,  supplies  sufficient 
materials  for  forming  an  estimate  of  Mr.  Barr  as  a  man  and  a  minister. 

Mr  Fleming,  at  the  close,  said:  My  intunacy  with  your  beloved  and  now  deceased 
pastor  began  the  first  year  of  our  student  career  m  Glasgow  College,  now  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  I  can  still  fancy  I  see  him,  the  first  few  days  of 
his  attendance  at  that  seat  of  learning,  standing  apart,  a  stranger  among  strangent, 
^umghtful  and  pensive.  From  sheer  sympathy  I  felt  constrained  to  accost  him, 
and  bom  that  hour  our  friendship  took  its  start,  and  has  continued  without  break 
until  now.  Though  differing  very  much  in  our  mental  structure  and  habitudes, 
our  features  of  t«mperament,  and  our  nodes  of  working  toward  tbe  same  end,  we 
yet  were  conscious  of  a  mutual  attraction — I  suppose  on  tbe  principle  that  we  saw  in 
each  other  what,  by  association,  might  become  more  a  common  possession.  From 
the  outset  I  felt  myself  in  contact  with  an  acute  and  powerful  mind,  which  was 
acknowledged  by  all  who  came,  either  occasionally  or  regularly,  within  the  sweep 
of  its  influence, — in  private  conference,  in  the  debating  society,  the  social  circle, 
tbe  lectnre  room,  or  the  public  sanctuary.  I  might  sprak  of  his  poetic  faculty,  the 
effuaioDS  of  wbieb  occasionally  enriched  tbe  pages  of  your  local  press.  I  might 
qwakof  bis  fine  literary  taste,  appreciated  rather  by  the  few  than  tbe  many,  and 
which  gave  to  many  of  bis  sermons  the  character  of  prose  poems.  I  might  apeak 
of  the  range  of  his  general  information,  conjoined  with  bis  public  spirit,  which 
rendered  bim  as  acceptable  on  the  platform  as  in  the  pulpit.    I  might  speak  of  bis 
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ready  and  trenchant  power  as  a  debater,  which  gained  for  him  popnlarity  while  vet 
a  student,  and  was  serviceable  to  him  afterwards  in  chnrch  courts  and  other 
aaseniblies.  On  these  and  other  traits  of  mental  superiority  in  your  deceased  paatoT 
it  were  eaay  to  expatiate  at  length,  but  tbie  your  time  forbids.  Let  it  therefore 
suffice  Ut  say,  that  to  have  enjoyed  for  so  long  a  time  the  flowers  and  fruits  of  such 
a  gifted  and  sanctified  mind  is  the  privilege  of  few  congregations,  and  for  the 
possesion  of  which  you  are  called  to  exercise  gratitude,  not  U^  than  grief  at  their 
removal. 

But  I  wish  to  speak  particularly  of  some  of  the  moral  qualities  of  your  lamented 
pastor.  Eis  fidebty  as  a  friend  was  as  true  and  strong  as,  unhappily,  it  is  rare. 
His  love  to  his  friends  was  far  too  genuine  a  thing  to  bluid  him  to  their  blots.  He 
was  not  one  of  those  who  can  alternately  act  the  part  of  flatterer  and  detractor 
concerning  the  same  peraons.  Face  to  face  with  his  friend,  he  would  mildly  hint  & 
fault,  and  gently  seek  to  correct  what  seemed  to  him  a  mistake  or  an  extravagance. 
And  then  he  was  no  babbler  of  secreta,  no  betrayer  of  what  he  had  been  made  tbe 
custodier.  What  was  given  him  in  confidence  was  just  as  if  it  had  been  committed 
to  the  grave.  And  no  lapse  of  time,  no  change  of  circumstancea,  no  abatement  of 
intimacy,  conld  ever  tempt  him  to  divulge  aoything  that  might  injure  an  old  friend. 
With  ijiis  distinguishing  excellency  of  your  dear  departed  mini8t«r  I  was  often 
struck,  and  always  charmed.  How  rarely  is  it  met  with,  even  inprofessedly  Chria- 
tiaa  circles  I  Says  Solomon, '  A  faithful  man,  who  can  find  ?'  Who  can  Eu&cicaUy 
estimate  the  worth  of  auch  a  character?  What  a  binding,  soothing,  cheering 
influence  he  difluaes  in  society !  Let  us  seek  to  imitate  the  departed  in  this  respect, 
and  when  wa  die  we  shall  be  missed  as  well  as  mourned. 

Agaiif,  your  deceased  minister  was  a  man  of  large-hearted  generosity.  He  was 
wont  to  look  not  merely  at  his  own  things,  but  also  at  the  things  of  others;  and  up 
■  to  bis  power,  yea,  and  beyond  it,  was  he  ready  to  befriend  the  friendless.  When 
a  city  missionary  in  Glasgow,  in  the  receipt  of  only  £45  ofsalary  per  annum,  1  have 
known  him  repeatedly  to  give  sway  money  on  loan  to  the  destitute  sick  of  his  district; 
and  on  one  occasion  he  left  his  lodgings  with  a  loaf  of  bread  wrapped  under  his 
arm,  and  other  necessaries  stuJTed  in  his  pockets,  in  order  to  relieve  the  pressing 
needs  of  poor  perishing  invalids,  for  whom  no  one  cared.  Was  not  that  to  walk 
very  closely  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Master  Himself,  who  '  had  compassion  on  the 
multitudes  becaose  they  had  nothing  toeat '?  Youknow  that  bv  the  same  unselfish 
spirit  he  was  actuated  among  and  around  yon  as  a  minister  of  Christ's  gospel,  rou 
know  with  what  disinterested  zeal  and  generous  enthusiasm  he  took  up  the  case  of 
invalidedbrethrenintbeministry,  as  well  as  struggling  congregations,  and  traversed 
town  and  country  soliciting  subscrictions  on  their  behalf ;  and  how,  by  his  fine 
tact,  his  unfailing  courtesy,  and  untiring  activity,  he  compassed  the  charitable  ends 
on  which  he  had  set  his  heart.  What  Oliver  CromweL  said  to  John  Howe  might, 
with  nearly  equal  truth,  have  been  addressed  to  your  minister  while  yet  alive ;  '  f  ou 
have  obtained  many  favours  tor  others ;  I  wonder  when  the  time  ia  to  come  thst 
you  will  solicit  anything  for  yourself  or  for  your  family.'  Brethren,  your  pastor  is 
now  beyond  the  need  of  acts  of  charity,  but  his  widow  and  fatherless  children  are 
Still  with  yon ;  and  I  know  you  too  well  to  doubt  for  a  moment  that  you  willkindly 
care  for  the  dear  survivors  of  the  generous  one. 

Another  noble  trait  of  your  deceased  pastor  was  his  manly  independence.  If  ie 
had  once  deliberately  formed  an  opinion  on  any  subject,  if  he  had  identified  him- 
self with  any  party  he  believed  to  be  wronged,  or  if  he  had  committed  himself  to 
any  measure  he  considered  right,  however  unpopular  it  might  be,  he  would  abide 
by  his  position,  and  defend, it  against  all  assailants. 

'  Nor  numbers  nor  siiimple  with  him  wronght 
To  cbftugs  his  cocstuit  mind, 
Though  single.' 

Neither  threats  nor  bribes,  neither  great  names  nor  huge  crowds,  could  turn  him 
aside  from  what  be  considered  tbe  ^ath  of  duty.  This  is  usually  a  costly  quality' 
The  man  who  has  it  in  high  degree  is  almost  sure  to  suffer  for  it  one  way  or  another. 
Mobs  and  cliques  will  be  offended  at  his  want  of  subserviency,  and  sometimes  will 
not  scruple  to  call  it  obstinacy,  or  something  worse.    Merely  because  he  dares  l" 
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think  and  act  dtSerentlv  from  them  on  the  public  queBtiona  of  the  daj,  ia  he  liable 
to  be  tabooed,  tradnced,  and  ahumied  as  an  obstractive.  Your  deceased  miDister, 
as  is  well  known,  sufered  in  this  wa;  for  hia  honest  independence,  and  that,  too, 
in  a  county  which  boaate  of  its  Liberalism.     But  that  painful  trial  of  bis  life  was 

S'  iBt  another  iUuatration  of  the  truth  of  the  Bentiment  uttered  long  ago  by  Edmund 
urke :  '  It  is  but  too  ttao  that  the  loTe,  and  even  th^  very  idea,  of  genuine  liberty 
is  extremely  rare.' 

Among  other  distinguishing  qualities  of  your  lamented  minister  I  can  only 
mention  this — his  fine  sense  of  what  ia  due  to  the  rights,  the  feelings,  and  comfort 
of  others.  This  admirable  quality  invests  high  and  low  with  a  wonderful  charm 
and  grace,  and  I  take  it  to  be  the  true  and  ooTy  mark  of  a  gentlenian.  A  man  with 
rank,  wealth,  and  power,  without  kindly  consideration  as  to  the  wants  and  claims 
of  otjiers,  is  no  gentleman,  and  I  think  tlie  world  is  gradually  coming  round  to  this 
view.  For  this  gentlemanly  character  and  bearing  your  micister  was  conspicuous  ; 
and  just  as  the  spirit  of  it  is  imbibed  and  displayed  by  ub  who  survive,  shall  we 
contribute  to  bring  about  a  right  understanding  between  rich  and  poor,  rulers  and 
ruled,  employers  and  employed. 

Of  the  very  efficient  manner  in  which  your  nunister  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
pastorate,  you  are  of  course  much  more  competent  to  speak  than  I.  His  lively 
interest  in  the  young  of  the  flock,  and  tlie  acceptable  style  in  which  be  was  wont 
to  address  them  in  the  pulpit  and  the  class-room ;  his  painstaking  ministraticais 
among  the  sick,  the  dymg,  and  the  bereaved  in  their  own  homes ;  his  tiioughtful 
caie  for  the  poor,  the  widow,  and  the  fatherless,  as  shown  by  bis  ceaseless  benefac- 
tions to  them  from  his  own  limited  resources, — these  loving  and  enriching  services 
are  tearfully  remembered  to-day,  and  by  them  your  deceased  pastor,  though  dead, 
yet  spi^B  to  you.  May  we  not  cherish  and  express  the  hope,  that  those  upon  whom 
these  labours  of  love  have  hitherto  been  espended  in  vain  will  now  be  induced  to 
'  coDBider  their  ways  and  turn  again  unto  tbe  Lord'? 

The  pulpit  ministrationa  of  your  minister  were  far  removed  from  commonplace ; 
and  though  somewhat  unequal,  like  those  of  not  a  few  highly-gifted  minds,  there 
'  was  always  in  his  discourses  a  freshness  of  thought  and  a  beauty  of  style,  even 
whea  least  prepared ;  and  all  were  pervaded  by  tbe  good  idd  doctnne  of  uie  cross. 
Although  deeply  read  in  poetry  and  philosophy,  and  well  acquainted  with  general 
literature,  he  never  reached  tbe  blinding  iUumination  of  those  apostles  of  modem 
thought  who  pronounce  the  gospel  system  effete,  and  insist  that  other  and  higher 
Imths  are  necessary  to  satisfy  tbe  thinkers  ofour  day.  So  far  from  being  carried 
svay  with  such  teaching,  he  scorned  it,  as  disproved  by  the  evidence  of  history  and 
the  testimony  of  experience,  and  gloried  in  Christ  crucified  as  tbe  ground  of  biahopo 
and  the  substance  of  his  preaching.  From  natural  temperament,  voice,  and  manner, 
jour  minister  was  not  capable  of  wielding  a  strong  emotional  power  over  an  entire 
audience ;  but  thoughtful  hearers  of  cultivated  taste  were  always  arrested  by  the 
originality  of  bis  conceptions,  and  the  beautiful  drapery  in  which  thoy  were  clothed. 
Of  this  character  was  the  sermon  he  preached  to  ub  in  Edinburgh  on  the  evening 
of  our  October  communion,  a  sermon  delivered  with  unusual  animation  for  him,  and 
which  riveted  every  bearer  from  the  beginning  to  the  close.  That  sermon,  founded 
on  Prov.  iv,  18,^'  The  path  of  the  jost,'  etc., — has  a  peculiar  interest  for  us  in  Edin- 
burgh as  well  as  for  you  in  Eingskettle,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it,  with  other 
discourses  of  their  gifted  author,  will  in  dne  time  be  given  to  the  world.  Little 
more  than  a  year  ago  Or.  Finlayson  preached  hia  last  sermon  in  I^othian  Road 
Church.  Mr.  Barr  preached  hia  laat  in  the  lame  pulpit  on  the  last  Sabbath  of 
October.  Do  not  these  facts  speak  with  trnmpet  tongue,  saying  to  the  ministers 
and  members  of  all  Churi^es,  'Be  ye  also  ready,  fi»  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think 
not  the  Son  of  man  Cometh '? 

Moreover,  brethren,  it  Is  cheering  to  know  to-day,  amid  your  sad  regrets  and 
blinding  tears,  that  tbe  gospel  truths  which  your  beloved  minister  preached  to  you 
"ere  the  stay  of  his  own  soul  in  life's  last  hour.  The  illness  which  ended  bis  career 
WM,  as  you  all  know,  sharp  and  short,  in  which  reason  reeled  and  sensibility  came 
only  in  trausient  gleams.  But  from  tbe  first  be  had  a  presentiment  of  death,  and 
»iti  unfaltering  confidence  declared  to  his  beloved  wife  and  now  weeping  widow, 
and  other  friends,  that  he  was  prepared  to  meet  it,  as  he  knew  in  whom  be  had 
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belisTed.  And  now,  hia  work  on  earth  b^g  over,  tlie  Master  said,  '  Come  up 
hither,  and  receive  thyrcwuTd;'  and  the  aervant  answered,  'Yea,  Lord,  I  amreadf ; 
I  wish  for  home.'    And  bo  '  he  was  not,  for  God  took  him.' 

'  Sorvant  of  God,  wall  dona ! 

Ce»aB  from  thy  loved  amploy  i 
Tha  battle  o'er,  the  yictory  won, 
EDler  thy  Master's  joy.' 

My  hearetB,  were  death  to  cnt  short  jour  career  as  soddenlj  as  it  did  that  of  yoni 
ntinister,  do  you  think  yon  could  say,  like  him,  that  you  are  prepared  for  it^ 
Searching  question  1  Do  not  put  it  from  you  ;  look  it  in  the  face ;  and  oh,  do  it 
now,  for  Hfe  is  short  and  death  is  sure !  If  life's  close  finds  you  out  of  Christy 
death  will  be  to  you  '  the  king  of  terrors.'  If  the  last  hour  finds  yon  in  Christ,  death 
will  be  to  you  'the  messenger  of  peace,  caUing  the  soul  to  heaven.'  Gome,  then,  to 
Christ  as  you  are,  and  where  you  are ;  and  for  this  step  you  have  His  own  invitation 
as  your  warrant :  '  Him  that  conieth  to  me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out ;'  '  I  am  the 
door :  by  me  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  shall  be  saved.' 

As  for  you,  my  beloved  brethren,  who,  lite  your  minister,  arc  already  prepared 
for  death,  seek  also,  like  him,  to  commend  your  creed  by  yoor  life,  to  adorn  your 
profeBsioQ  by  your  practice,  to  live  down  calumny  by  conuatency,  to  render  good 
for  evil  and  blessing  for  cursing.  '  Remember  them  that  have  (had)  the  role  otu 
you,  who  have  spoken  to  jou  the  word  of  God,  whose  faith  follow,  considering  the 
end  of  their  conversation,  Jesus  Christ,  the  some  yesterday  and  for  ever.'  'E« 
followers  of  them  who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promises.'    Amen. 


THE  PRINCIPLES  OF  THE  PLYMOUTH  BRETHREN. 

BY  REV.  PETER  UEARKS,  COLDSTREAU. 

Truth  has  ever  made  greatest  progress  when  most  opposed.    Our  views  become 
more  clear  when  we  compare  the  truth  with  ite  opposite  error.    Orthodoxy  is  apt 
to  become  dead  when  unopposed.    The  insidious  introduction  of  error  is  e^j 
where  a  mere  tacit  assent  has  been  given  to  the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  without 
any  inquiry  as  to  their  truth.     Whatever  is  new  is  invested  with  at  least  a  tem- 
porary interest ;  but  we  must  beware  of  falling  in  love  with  error  merely  because 
it  is  something  new  to  lu.    The  great  doctrines  of  our  holy  religion  have  been  eo 
carefully  examined  and  so  clearly  expounded  tor  nearly  two  tidousand  years  bj 
minds  of  the  highest  order,  that  we  have  reason  to  suspect  that  new  views  now 
proposed  ta  us  are  not  true  views.    On  close  examinatioo,  they  are  usually  foond 
to  be  a  slightly  disguised  form  of  some  old  error,  long  since  exploded.    We  onght, 
at  least,  to  test  the  new,  and  reject  it  if  we  find  that  the  old  is  better.     We  muM 
'  prove  all  things,  and  hold  fast  the  good.'     The  followers  of  Mr.  Darby  wonld 
have  us  believe  that  he  has  discovered  some  precious  pearls  long  concealed  nndera 
mass  of  rubbish  ;  but  what  he  has  brought  up  appears  to  na  but  refuse.    Much 
has  been  said  of  tlie  high-toned  piety  of  the  Pljmouthists ;  and  we  willingly  admit 
that  many  of  them  are  truly  pious  men,  while  we  more  than  doubt  the  piety  of 
some  of  them  whom  we  have  known.     One  thing  is  very  manifest,  that  they  haw 
a  high  idea  of  their  individual  excellence,  and  tne  excellence  of  their  party  as  a 
whole.     It  is  not,  however,  with  piety,  but  with  principles,  that  we   have  to  do. 
God  alone  can  judge  the  heart,  but  we  can  test  opinions  by  the  infaUihle  standarti 
of  revealed  truth.     I  decidedly  object  that  any  man's  supposed  piety  should  be 
appealed  to  in  favour  of  his  false  principles.     The  fact  that  the  latter  are  de- 
monstrably wrong  may  be  allowed  to  throw  some  doubt  on  the  former. 

It  is  unneeeaaary  to  state  those  points  on  which  Plymouthiats  agree  with  evsn- 
gelical  Christians  of  all  denominations.     No  one  will  object  to  the  truth  they  bold 
merely  because  there  are  certain  errors  held  in  connection  with  it.     I  propose  to 
examine  the  points  on  which  they  differ  from  other  denominations,  and  which  they 
consider  to  be  of  sufficient  ii  ..........  .   — 

summoning,  in  the  u&mt 
Churches  and  join  theirs. 


ch  they  differ  from  other  denominations,  and  which  they 
at  importance  to  justify  their  forming  a  new  sect,  and 
!  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  all  God's  people  to  leave  other 
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Their  distinctive  principled  are  not  V6rj  eaaily  discovered  from  their  writiiiga, 
on  account  of  the  concealment  and  confusion  that  are  very  prominent  oharacteria- 
ties  of  their  literature.  They  differ,  too,  from  each  other  on  Boine  important  points. 
On  the  mode  and  aabjtcta  of  baptism,  for  instance,  they  are  divided  in  opinion — some 
approving  of  infant  baptigm,  while  others  reject  it.  Even  if  they  had  alt  adopted 
the  anti'ptedobaptist  views  of  Mr.  Groves,  nith  whom  the  sect  originated,  euch 
viewfi  ooiud  not  have  been  said  to  be  peculiar  to  them  ;  for  they  are  held  by  a  largo 
denomination  of  ChristlanB,  who  are  on  very  friendly  terme  with  other  denominn- 
tions,  though  differing  from  them  on  that  one  point.  Individuals  holding  Baptiat 
vicwH  are  occasionally  fonnd  in  the  membership  of  Presbyterian  churches  ;  and, 
BO  far  aa  my  experience  goes,  their  presence  has  never  in  the  slightest  degree  inter- 
fered with  the  peace  or  comfort  of  the  Church.  My  pastoral  lektion  to  sach  mem- 
bers has  yielded  to  me  onl^  satisfaction  and  delight.  The  most  influential  of 
■English  preachers  is  a  Baptist;  and  Presbyterian  ministers  are  pleased  to  find 
that,  by  the  very  extensive  circulation  of  bis  sermons,  Mr.  Spnrgeon  is  the 
preacher  at  home  to  those  members  of  their  congregations  who  are  at  anv  time 

Srevented  from  meeting  with  their  brethren  in  the  sanctuary  on  the  Lords  day. 
Te  Presbyterians  believe  that  '  baptism  is  not  to  be  administered  to  any  that  are 
out  of  the  visible  Church,  till  they  proteM  their  faith  in  Christ,  and  obedience  to 
Him ; '  and  we  believe  also  that  '  the  infanta  of  such  as  are  members  of  the  visible 
Chorch  are  to  be  baptized.'  In  regard  to  the  mode  of  baptism,  we  prefer  sprink- 
ling to  immersion,  and  we  thick  tl^t  the  former  was  that  followed  by  the  apostles  ; 
bnt  we  consider  that,  if  the  significant  sign  be  observed,  the  quantity  M  water 
used  ia  of  httle  importance.  There  are  many  unimportant  points  on  which  the 
conscientious  convictions  of  individual  members  ought  to  be  respected,  bo  as  to 
avoid  erecting  insurmountable  barriers  te  divide  the  Christian  Church.  But  it  is  a 
remarkable  fact,  not  generally  known,  that  while  moat  of  the  Plymouth  Brethren 
'repudiate  infant  baptism,  and  affirm  th^  it  is  not  baptJsm  at  all,  by  far  the 
greater  portion  of  them  have  never  been  baptized.'  The  Rev.  F.  Whitfield,  who 
vBs  long  associated  with  them,  says  in  a  published  letter:  'They  hold  that 
baptism  is  a  divine  inslitation;  tjiat  God  has  enjoined  it  on  all  believers  ;  and  yet, 
Btrangetosay,  more  than  half  of  their  number  have  never  been  baptized.  In  saying 
this  1  am  speaiing  from  personal  knowledge  of  facts.  They  are  never  warned  by 
their  teacheis  of  the  sin  of  living  in  disobedience  to  God's  express  command.  They 
never  hear  one  word  about  the  subject.  They  continue  from  year  to  year  in  dis- 
obedience to  God's  word ;  and  except  it  is  laid  on  the  conscience  of  indioiduah 
among  them  to  undergo  the  rite,  they  would  never  receive  the  slightest  remon- 
strance or  warning  from  any  of  their  teachers  about  thia  flagrant  sin.'  * 

Another  opinion  prominently  held  by  the  Flymouthieta,  but  not  peculiar  to 
Uiem,  is  Ike  pTemiileamal  advent  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Most 
Preabyteriana  expect  the  spiritual  but  not  the  personal  reign  of  our  Saviour  on 
tarth  during  the  miUenniam  ;  but  many  esteemed  ministers  and  members  of  Pres- 
byterian churohea  expect  the  personal  reign  ;  and  there  is  no  reason  why  thia 
opinion  should  be  made  the  shibboleth  of  a  party.  It  is  a  skilful  part  of  the  Ply- 
mouth policy  to  give  prominence  to  this  part  of  their  creed.  They  have  at  com- 
mand a  few  texts  which,  by  a  little  management,  they  can  make  to  appear  in 
farour  of  it.  Simple-minded  believers  bow  to  the  authority  of  Scripture,  and 
express  surprise  that  they  never  before  saw  this  doctrine  in  the  Bible.  The  Ply- 
inoathist  then  tells  them  that  there  are  other  things  about  which  they  have  been 
kept  in  the  dark,  and  millenarianism  is  made  the  stepping-stone  by  which  the  new 
di^iples  are  led  on  to  the  heresies  of  Plymouthiera.  It  is  well  when  their  progress 
receives  a  cheek  in  its  initiatory,  stage.  A  case  may  be  referred  to  in  illustration 
of  tiie  method  of  Plymouth  proselytism.  A  few  years  ago  I  had  occasion  to  spend 
two  weeks  at  Matlock,  in  Derbyshire.  About  two  hundred  persons  were  at  that 
time  connected  with  the  hydropathic  establishment  there,  while  sonie  were 
leaving  ud  others  entering  almost  daily.  Besides  morning  and  evening  worship, 
there  was  daily  a  short  mid-day  religious  service.  Many  who  came  to  be  cured  of 
bodily  disease,  or  to  recruit  failing  strength,  had  occasion  to  acknowledge  before 
leaving  that  they  had  also  obtained  the  higher  blessing  of  spiritnal  health.  Such 
'  The  Plymoulk  BreUiren,  by  Eev.  F.  Whitfield,  B.A.,  p.  40. 
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AcknowledgmeDta  were  sometimes  made  by  request  at  what  was  to  as  tbe  familj 
altar ;  and  thus  our  domeetic  devotioii  became  sometbing  like  a  succession  d 
revival  senrices.  In  private  intercourse  with  the  patieuta,  a  PljmoutbiBt  foimd 
an  eicelleDt  opportuQity  for  attempting  to  propagate  his  Tiews.  Ahcost  all  die 
deuominatioDH  in  Eogland  wore  represeuted  there,  but  it  waa  onlj  iucideDtallf,  if 
at  all,  that  the  church  connection  of  auy  one  was  ascertained.  There  wae  one 
gentleman  there  at  that  time,  polite  and  well-informed,  with  whom  1  had  severid 
conversations,  turning  partly  on  health,  but  chiefly  on  religion.  Ue  wag  of 
opiniou  that  there  is  very  UtUe  trae  religion  in  the  world  at  the  present  time.  I 
exprefised  a  different  opinion,  and  gave  reasons  for  it.  I  fancied  that  the  delicste 
state  of  his  health  had  something  to  do  with  the  pensive  state  of  bis  mind  when 
be  spoke  of  religious  parties.  He  lamented  the  state  of  disunion  by  which  God'n 
people  are  kept  apart  from  each  other,  cUnglng  to  their  various  dcnominationa.  I 
agreed  with  bun  that  a  closer  union  is  desirable,  and  said  that  a  growing  desire  foT ' 
it  is  appearing  in  the  various  Churches ;  but  I  vindicated  tbe  secessions  in  Scot 
land,  to  which  some  of  his  remarks  seemed  to  be  directed,  and  I  contended  llut 
division  is  not  an  unmixed  evil.  I  should  have  answered  him  differently  had  1 
known  that  he  was  a  Plymouthist,  but  somehow  I  fancied  thtoughont  that  he  lie- 
longed  to  the  Evangelical  party  in  tbe  Church  of  England.  At  Jengtb  he  told  ne 
one  day  that  he  expected  no  great  good  till  the  Lord  should  come  and  reign  in  the 
midst  of  His  people.  I  s^ed  him  Q  be  believed  in  tbe  pre-miUennial  advent.  He 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  and  added,  strongly,  that  he  couLl  not  believe  his 
Bible  without  also  believing  this.  I  said  that  I  did  not  so  understand  the  teaching 
of  Scripture,  but  that  I  was  aware  that  such  views  were  very  prevalent  among  the 
Evangelical  party  in  the  Church  of  England.  He  did  not  emtaace  the  opportnnitj 
I  thus  gave  him  of  telling  his  church  connection,  but  he  eagerly  drew  my  stleu- 
tion  to  certain  passf^ies  in  tbe  First  Epistle  to  the  Tbesaalonians  in  support  of  his 
millenarian  views.  He  went  to  his  work  with  a  wiU,  as  if  he  had  said  to  hitnEclf, 
'  This  one  thing  I  do.'  I  replied  that  such  views  were  drawn  from  tbia  epistle  in 
Paul's  day,  and  that  tbe  second  epistle  was  written  to  correct  tbe  false  inferences. 
He  attempted  no  reply  to  this,  but  went  on  to  say  that  he  expected  tbe  profJiet 
EUjab  very  soon  to  appear,  I  repUed,  '  You  are  as  bad  as  the  Jews,  who  raow 
to  believe  that  the  Messiah  has  already  come  in  tbe  flesh ;  for  our  Saviour  ei- 
prcssly  told  His  disciples  that  Elijah  bad  already  come  in  the  person  of  John  tbe 
Baptist,  who  came  iu  the  spirit  and  power  of  Elijah.'  He  seemed  eager  to  press 
on  my  attention  as  many  ailments  as  possible,  expecting  that  their  united  \ti&a- 
ence  would  be  greater  than  the  effect  of  a  single  text.  He  was  not  aware  that  1 
bad  examined  ^I  his  texts  long  ago  in  relation  to  this  subject  He  next  called  mj 
attention  to  the  20th  chapter  of  Revehttion,  which  he  said  is  so  plain  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  misunderstand  it,  particularly  the  words,  '  I  saw  the  souls  of  them  that 
were  beheaded  for  the  witness  of  Jesus ;  and  they  Uved  and  reigned  with  Christ  > 
thousand  yeais.'  I  inquired,  '  What  do  you  understand  to  be  taught  in  these 
words  ? '  He  replied,  '  They  plainly  teach  that  -all  the  saints  will  rise  from  theit 
graves  at  the  commencement  of  the  millennium,  and  reign  with  Christ  a  thousasit 
yeara.'  '  Most  certainly,'  I  rejoined,  '  they  teach  no  such  doctrine.  You  aurelj' 
don't  mean  to  assert  that  all  the  saints  that  ever  lived  have  been  "  beheaded  for 
tiie  witness  of  Jesus"?'  My  remark  presented  .an  objection  that  had  never 
occurred  to  him  before,  and  it  seemed  most  reasonable  and  natural,  and  yet  un- 
speakably confounding  to  him.  He  tumai  up  tbe  passage,  to  see  whether  he  coidd 
yet  explain  it  in  accordance  with  his  views.  He  examined  it  carefully,  and  then 
reluctantly  admitted  that  no  doubt  the  words  specially  referred  to  the  martyrs; 
bat  with  some  heaitation  be  added,  '  I  think  all  the  saints  are  meant  to  be  in- 
cluded,' I  cautioned  him  against  tbe  evil  practice  of  pnttine  into  a  text  what  is 
foreign  to  it,  and  said  that  S  he  e:n>ected  tbe  bodies  of  all  tUe  saints  to  be  raised 
from  their  graves  before  the  millennium,  he  must  find  a  text  to  prove  it.  He 
then  asked  what  meaning  I  could  attach  to  the  words  if  I  rejected  his  eiplanation, 
I  repbed,  that  the  resurrection  of  tbe  souls  of  the  martyrs  refers  to  the  reappearsB<* 
of  the  martyrs'  fervent  love  aud  loyalty  to  Christ  in  the  character  of  the  men  wbo 
shall  enjoy  the  spiritual  reign  of  Christ  during  the  millennium,  just  as  the  promise 
of  the  return  of  Elijah  was  fulfilled  when  John  the  Baptiit  appeared  in  the  spirit 
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tmd  power  of  the  Old  Testament  prophet  I  also  showed  him  that  another  text 
he  had  quoted—'  The  dead  in  CbriBt  shall  rise  firet '  (1  Thess.  It.  16}— contrasted 
the  dead  in  Christ  with  the  hvinc  in  Christ,  and  presenled  no  contrast  between 
those  in  Christ  ftnd  tiioee  out  of  Him — the  latter  not  being  referred  to  in  the 
passage  at  aU. 

At  this  stage  a  Welsh  elei^yman  of  the  Chiirch  of  England  entered  the  library, 
where  onr  friendly  discussion  bad  been  conducted;  and  as  the  gentleman  imme- 
diaCety  left  on  the  entrance  of  a  third  party,  our  couTeiBation  was  abruptly  closed. 
The  clergjmau,  whose  acquaintance  1  had  had  the  pleasure  of  making  a  few  days 
before,  said,  '  You  appear  to  have  had  an  earnest  conversation  with  our  Plymouth 
hrothei.'  I  was  surprised  to  hear  that  he  was  a  Plymouthist,  and  1  wished  much  to 
have  a  conversation  with  him  as  such  ;  but  as  he  left  the  establishment  next  day, 
1  had  no  further  opportunity  of  speaking  with  him.  But  I  afterwardg  ascertained 
that  he  had  made  umself  offensive  to  a  number  of  people  by  urging  his  peculiar 

Having  thus  adverted  to  some  of  the  views  held  by  the  Flymouthists  which  are 
not  peculiar  to  them,  I  proceed  to  examine  some  of  their  more  distinctiTe 
principles.  They  differ  from  orthodox  Christians  in  their  views  on  the  permanent 
obligation  of  the  Moral  law,  the  law  of  the  Sabbath,  the  humanity  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  the  atoning  death  of  Christ,  the  imputation  of  CluiBt's  righteousness, 
prayer  for  ths  forgiveness  of  sins,  the  presidency  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  tho 
Uhurch  and  its  of&ce -bearers.  These  are  the  main  [toints  of  difference  from  evan- 
gelical Christians,  and  under  each  I  shall  state,  in  the  words  of  their  own  acknow- 
ledged writers,  what  the  views  of  Plymouthislfl  really  are,. and  then  prove  that 
the;  are  untenable. 

I,  The  ptT-manent  obligation  of  the  Moral  Law. — They  hold  that  the  moral  law, 
given  by  God  through  Moses,  is  not  binding  on  behevers  in  Christ.  To  devout 
readers  of  the  Bible  this  wiU  seem  so  ste^tling  a  statement  that  the  clearest 
evidence  will  require  to  be  adduced  to  prove  that  the  Flymouthists  really  hold  an 
opinion  so  erring.  It  is  not  difficult,  however,  to  find  the  required  evidence.  Mr. 
C.  H.  Mackintosh  is  a  Plymouth  preacher  of  great  authority,  and  a  voluminous  con- 
tributor to  Plymouth  literature.  Ho  has  written  volumes  of  notes  on  the  first  four 
books  of  Scripture ;  and  the  following  remarks  occur  in  his  Notes  on  Exodvg, 
under  the  20th  chapter,  which  contains  the  ten  commandments : — '  If  1  am  to  regard 
the  ten  commandments  as  the  transcript  of  the  mind  of  God,  then,  I  ask,  is  there 
nothing  in  the  mind  of  God  save  "  thoushalt"  and  "  thonshalt  not"?  Is  there  no 
grace? — no  mercy?  In  the  law  God  sets  forth  what  man  ought  to  be,  and  pro- 
nounces a  curae  on  him  if  he  is  not  that.  It  is  a  manifest  impossibility  that  any 
one  can  get  life  andrighteousueesby  that  which  can  only  curse  uim;  and  unless  the 
condidon  of  the  sinner  and  the  character  of  the  law  are  totally  changed,  it  can 
do  nothing  else  but  curse  him.  Many  will  admit  that  we  cannot  get  life  by  the 
law;  but  they  maintain,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  law  is  our  rule  of  life.  Kow 
the  apostle  dedaree,  that  "As  many  as  are  of  works  of  law  are  under  the  curse" 
(Gal.  iii,  10).  How  could  we  ever  admit  the  thought  that  those  whom  God  had 
received  in  grace  He  would  rule  by  law  ?  Thus,  then,  it  is  obvious  that  the  law  is 
nrither  the  ground'  of  life  to  the  sinner  nor  the  rule  of  Ufe  to  the  Christian.',  This 
long  extract  is  a  mere  summary,  and  indicates  great  confusion  of  thought ;  but  it 
coQtains  a  full  developnent  of  the  author's  meaning.  lu  Another  publication  the 
same  writer  says  that  the  law  may  be  looked  at  in  two  ways, — first,  as  a  ground 
of  justdficaljon ;  and  secondly,  as  a  rule  of  life.*  The  Plymouth  error  arises  from 
confounding  these  two  things,  which  are  sufficiently  istinct.  We  are  justified  by 
f^ch  in  Christ,  and  not  by  the  deeds  of  the  law ;  but  the  law  still  serves  as  a  rule 
of  life  to  believers  in  Christ.  The  apostle  Paul  dietinctly  directed  the  brethren  at 
Some  to  look  to  the  law  of  God  as  the  rule  of  their  lives ;  and  he  quoted  several 
of  its  precepts  by  wav  of  illustration ;  '  Thon  shalt  not  conomit  adultery,  thou 
Bhslt  not  kill,  thou  shalt  not  steal,  thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness,  thou  shalt  not 
Q>Tet ;  and  if  there  be  any  other  commandment,  it  is  briefly  comprehended  in  this 
ujing,  namely.  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself'  (Rom.xiii.  9).  The  same 
spoaUe  direct«d  the  Epheenan  brethren  to  the  decalogue,  and  quoted  its  fifth  precept 

■  AiihtU,  Ltm,  and  Mhntlry,  p.  9. 


108      THE  FBISCIPLES  OF  THE  PLYMOUTH  BBETHBEN,    '""m^.Tio"'^ 

when  he  said,  '  Eononr  thy  father  ftod  moUier,  which  u  the  fint  commandmcDt 
with  promiae ;  that  it  may  be  welt  irith  thee,  and  thou  mayeat  live  long  on  the 
earth  (Eph.  vi.  2,  8).  It  iaa  favourite expreBsiOD  with  the  Plyinonthiats  thai  'the 
law  can  do  nothing  but  cnrae ;'  bnt  th^  view  ia  directly  the  oppo8il«  of  Paul's,  for 
he  aaid,  '  I  delight  in  the  law  of  the  Lord  after  the  inward  man '  (Rom.  vil  23). 
At  this  atage. of  my  ai^nient  I  turned  to  Daiby'a  fxposifion;  but  his  remarhB  on 
this  text  are  a  strange  masa  of  confiuion  and  iaconaintency.  The  writer  waa 
evidently  in  a  muddle  when  be  penned  them.  For  the  sake  of  those  who  may  not 
have  the  book  at  hand,  I  shall  quote  a  clause  or  two.  lu  the  deacription  of  Ub 
apiritoal  state  which  Paul  gives  iu  the  seventh  chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  tlie 
Komana,  Hr.  Darby  saya  there  is  '  nothing  in  respect  of  Christ  and  the  Spirit ;  he 
is  not  there  yet,  but  on  the  way.'  Even  when  he  delights  in  the  law  of  the  Lord 
after  the  inward  man,  he  ia  not  yet  in  ChrisL  '  He  has  a  new  man,  a  new  life,'  and 
yet  is  not  in  Cbriet.*  The  man  who  can  write  anch  undiluted  nonsense  as  ^  is 
unfit  lo  be  a  religious  teacher,  far  less  the  chief  leader  of  a  widely-spread  religious 
Beet.  His  poor  dupes  are  led  astray  by  one  who  is  either  blind  or  wilfully  ebnts 
his  eyes.     At  the  period  described  by  Paul  he  waa  evidently  in  Christ,  and  in 

Bisaeaion  of  the  new  nature  which  the  Holy  Spirit  alone  can  produce  in  our  hearb. 
e  received  the  moral  law  of  the  Old  Testament  as  an  expression  of  the  divine  will, 
delighted  in  it,  and  made  it  the  rule  of  his  life.  The  old  man  struggled  t^ainst  the 
new ;  but  God  gave  the  victory  on  the  aide  of  the  new,  through  Jesi]s  Cbriet  oar 
Lord.  Hr.  Darby  is  as  much  at  fault  in  describing  the  stages  of  Paul's  tpritoal 
experience  as  he  is  in  mapping  out  what  he  c^  the  d^erent  classea  of  onr 
Savionr'a  aufierings ;  but  the  preaumption  in  the  latter  case  is  unspeakably  greater, 
as  the  subject  is  so  profoundly  mysterious.  Mr.  Darby's  error  regarding  the  divine 
law  runs  through  the  whole  of  his  syst«m,  and  perverts  the  trum  everywhere.  I 
have  found  his  Exposition  in  circulation  among  my  people,  as  strongly  reoonunended 
by  Darbyites,  who  said  that  they  never 'saw  uie  meaning  of  this  epistle  so  clearly 
till  they  read  thia  Exposition.  If  their  ideas  were  confused  before,  their  present, 
state  must  be  one  of  contusion  worse  confounded. 

The  Plymouth  fiction  that  the  law  can  do  nothing  but  cnrse  is  utterly  iqjposed 
to  the  finely-expressed  sentiment  of  the  sweet  singer  of  Israel,  when  he  saja, 
'  The  law  of  the  Ix>rd  is  perfect,  converting  the  soul :  the  teatimony  of  the  Ijord  is 
sure,  making  wise  the  simple.  The  statutes  of  the  Lord  are  right,  rejoicing  the 
heart :  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  ia  pure,  enlightening  the  eyes.  'The  fear  of 
the  Lord  is  dean,  enduring  for  ever :  the  judgments  of  the  Ixird  are  true  and 
righteous  altogether.  More  to  be  desired  are  they  than  gold,  yea,  than  much  fine 
gold:  Bweeter  also  than  honey,  and  the  honeycomb.  Moreover  by  them  is  Tby 
servant  warned :  and  in  keeping  of  them  there  is  great  reward'  (Ps.  lix.  7-U). 
David  and  Paul  agree,  but  both  of  them  differ  from  the  Plymouthists  in  tbeir 
views  of  the  divine  law ;  and  no  consistent  Flymouthist  could  dng  this  sweet  song 
of  Zion. 

The  (en  commandments  have  been  called  a  transcript  or  expression  of  the  divine 
mind  on  the  points  to  which  they  refer,  and  Mr.  MacUntosh  objects  to  this  expres- 
sion ;  but  we  did  not  expect  to  find  in  him  a  mind  so  perverse  as  to  hold  that  this 
expresion  necessarily  denotes  a  full  transcript  of  the  infinite  mind  of  Qod !  He 
asks,  '  Is  there  no  grace?— no  mercy?  '  He  forget*  that  even  at  Sinai  the  Lord 
passed  by  before  Mosea,  and  proclaimed,  '  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and 
gracious,  longsnfFering,  and  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth'  (£i.  xxxiv.  6).  Grace 
and  mercy  were  thus  revealed,  and  they  were  foreshadowed  in  the  typical  sacrifices ; 
but  they  are  more  clearly  unfolded  under  the  New  Testament.  Grace  provides  the 
medium  through  which  mercy  flowa  to  ua,  and  provides  the  motive  by  which  we 
are  induced  to  follow  the  law  as  the  i^e  of  our  coodnct.. 

Paul  says  that  the  Gentiles  'show  the  worka  of  the  law  written  in  their 
hearta '  (Rom.  ii.  15) ;  and  that  Christians  are  'not  without  law  to  God,  but  under 
tbe  law  to  Christ'  (1  Cor.  ix.  21);  but  Mr.  Darby  saya  that  'men  before" Moses, 
Gentiles  since,  and  Christians  now,  are  not  under  law.'  This  ia  tbe  flatt«at  oon- 
tradietjou  to  an  inspired  apostle.    Maaters  will  be  cautious  about  receiving  into 

■  EiponHm  o/tke  Epitik  to  the  Sommt,  pp.  72, 78. 
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their  bouse  a  servaot  who  declares  that  he  is  no  longer  boimd  to  obej  tlie  moral 
law  as  the  rule  of  his  coaduct. 

Mr.  Mackiatoah  aajs :  'We  read,  "  And  the  comm&iidinent  which  was  ordained 
to  life,  I  found  to  be  unto  death."  It  evidently  did  not  prove  a  rule  of  li/e  to  him. 
It  was  the  very  oppoaite,  even  a.  rule  of  death. '  *  There  is  here  a  good  iuBtatice  of 
that  Btrauge  confounding  of  things  that  di£er  which  ranii  through  the  writings  of 
this  well-meaning  author,  who  is  a  prince  among  Plymouth  preachers ;  but  this  ia 
a  characteristic  which  totally  unfits  him  for  conducting  discuBsions  in  divinity.  The 
wotd  '  life'  refers,  in  the  one  case,  to  a  totally  different  thing  from  what  it  does  in 
the  other.  Paul  aeee  it  in  the  eenae  of  joBtification  or  salvation  ;  and,  when  we 
speak  of  a  rule  of  life,  we  r^er  to  conduct.  Justification  could  not  be  obtained 
oj  the  law  ;  but  Paul  followed  tbe  law,  and  recomooended  it  to  all  believers,  as  a 
rule  of  conduct. 
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'He  that  is  jirst  in  his  own  causa  seemeUi  just;  but  his  ceighbaar  oometh  and  stwrcbeth 
tin,;— Puov  avni.  17. 

With  a  little  skilful  handling,  the  contents  of  Mr.  Scott's  pamphlet  tnay  be  sepa- 
rated into  groups,  under  the  threefold  dirision  of — statements  that  are  new  bat  not 
true,  statements  that  are  true  hut  not  new,  and  stateihentB  that  are  neither  new 

Begwning  with  the  last,  we  instance,  as  a  specimen  of  the  statements  that  are 
neither  new  nor  true,  what  he  says  about  the  late  contemplated  Union, — that  it 
failed  because  of  '  the  aim  which  inspired  the  movement,  and  the  means  which 
were  employed  to  attain  it :'  which  aim  was  '  political  supremacy,'  if  not  in  whole. 
certtuuJy  in  the  main,  and  which  means  was  '  diplomacy.  That  there  might  be  no 
mistake  as  to  his  meaning  upon  either  point,  he  is  cu^uL  to  enlarge  upon  them 
both,  assuring  us  that  '  unqnestianably  the  scheme  mainly  approved  itself  to  its 
leadiog  promoters  as  one  which,  if  successful,  might  eventoally  secure  for  them  the 
control  of  the  elections,  the  downfall  of  the  Establishment,  and  the  dominancy  of 
Presbyterian  Yoluutaryism;'  and  asserting  that  this  was  sought  to  be  accomplished, 
not  'on  the  basis  alone  of  Christian  life  and  usefulness,'  but  \  on  the  platform  o( 
political  or  denominational  aims ' — '  by  diplomacy  1 ' — by  a  ten  years'  '  attempt  to 
■djost  differences,  smooth  down  peculiarities,  discover  what  tenets  could  tw  sur- 
rendered, what  oontradictiona  could  be  left  open  questions,  and  how  the  doctrines 
still  reg^ed  as  fundamental  in  their  respective  creeds  might  be  dovetfuled  into  a ' 
system  which  would  least  offend  the  extreme  men  of  either  side.'  Of  course  it  is 
not  a  new  thing  to  hear  the  'leading  promoters' of  thetJnion  accused  of  aiming  at 

SQlidcal  supremacy,  end  of  seeking  to  accomplish  theii  aim  by  means  of  worldly 
iplomacy.  From  the  very  first,  (iarges  to  the  same  effect  were  freely  circulated 
uwng  the  enemies  of  that  movement,  and  chiefly  among  the  members  and  ad- 
bereute  of  the  Estabtisbed  Church,  and  might  have  been  heard  any  time  during 
th«  ^ast  ten  year« ;  and  Mr.  Scott  might  have  been  pardoned  for  reproducing  them 
m  his  present  excurnu,  had  he  only  taken  pains  to  satisfy  himseli,  and  produced 
the  demonstration  to  satisfy  bis  readers,  tliat  they  were  true.  But  of  anything  in 
the  shape  of  proof  his  glowing  Bentecces  are  utterly  devoid.  There  is  nothing  but 
■tatement,  warm  assertion,  and  audacious  hypothesis;  and,  not  to  speak  of  the 
Chiistian  charity  of  imputing  motives  to  any  one,  what  we  should  like  to  under- 
Hand  is,  the  principle  upon  which  Mr.  Scott  has  been  able  to  perauade  himself  to 
reassert  statements  which  have  been  over  and  over  again  denied,  in  the  most 
solemn  and  emphatic  maiuier,  by  the  veiv  individuals  against  whom  th^  have 
been  made?  Mr.  Scott  must  have  known  that  they  were  not  true;  and  to  continue 
making  them  is  not  only  nngentlemanly  and  onbecomiug,  but  is  exceedingly  like 

■  S^ballk,  LoK,  and  MiaitlTy,  p.  10. 
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*  t&kiDgup  R  reproach  ^sinBt  one's  neighbouc.'  No  doubt  it  is  within  the  bounds 
of  poe^bility  that  the  Union  movement,  nben  it  doea  micceed,  ma;  have  the  conse- 
guenceB  which  Mr.  Scott  bo  much  dreads ;  but  to  boj  that  the  lat«  Dra.  CaudliBh  and 
EohBon,aQd  the  honoured  Drs.  Buchanan  and  Cairns  and  Goold,  and  the  many  otha« 
who  vere  desirous  of  seeing  that  movement  accomplished,  were  actuftted  hj  political 
ambition,  is  little  short  of  an  unwarrantable,  and  is  very  libe  a  maiicioua,  Blander. 
Nor  is  the  case  an  iota  better  when  he  comes  to  give  hiB  veraion  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Union  committees.  Wa  venture  to  e&j  a  more  unfair  representallon  has  never 
been  given  of  these  negotiations  since  men  began  to  write  about  them  at  all.  It  was 
no  object  of  the  able  and  Christian  men  who  composed  those  committees  to  attempt 
to  '  discover  what  tenets  could  be  surrendered  or  what  contradictions  could  be  1^ 
open  questions','  and  when  one  finds  a  minister,  occupying  the  position  and  pM- 
BesBed  of  the  ability  of  Mr.  Scott,  giving  expression  to  anch  opinions,  one  is  sorel; 
tempted  to  apply  to  him  the  words  that  he  has  written  of  the  age  at  large,  tbat 
he  is  '  far  too  busy,  and  hurried,  and  excited,'  for  reading  attentively  or  thinkibg 
deeply  upon  a  subject  of  so  great  importance  as  the  Union. 

Another  epecimen  of  '  statements  that  are  neither  new  nor  tme '  will  be  fonnd 
in  what  he  writes'about  the  principle  and  the  practice  of  Voluntaryism,  No  doubt 
Mr.  Scott  imagines  that  he  '  has  us  on  the  hip  when  he  quotes  as  the  principle  of 
Voluntaryism  a  statement  about  as  rash  as  are  some  of  his  own, — that  '  if  religion 
cannot  win  support,  it  is  not  worthy  to  be  supported  ;'  and  backs  it  up  by  a  sen- 
tence from  Mr.  Miall,  the  recognised  champion  of  Voluntaryism,  to  the  ettect  that 
the  principle  of  VoIontaryiEm  '  means  that  the  ministers  and  ordinances  of  the 
gospel  shall  be  dependent  on  nothiog  but  the  free  gifts  of  those  who  attend  them.' 
But  Mr.  Scott  ought  to  have  known  that  'recognised  chanmions'  are  not  always 
the  best  exponents  of  the  principles  which  they  champion.  The  very  circumstance 
that  they  are  thrust  forward  to  lead  has  not  unfrequently  the  effect  of  filling  them 
with  an  enthusiasm  which  is  far  from  favourable  to  the  exercise  of  a  calm  and  sober 
judgment ;  and  in  the  attempt  to  stimalate  their  followers  and  provide  them  vith 
suitable  watchwords,  they  oftentimes  give  utterance  to  sentiments  which,  in  tbeii 
cooler  moments,  they  cannot  altogether  endorse.  (It  is  only  occasionally  that  a 
leader  is  found  who  can  write  a  letter  which  his  followers  repudiate  almost  m 
vehemently  as  his  foes,  and  who  yet  can  nnblushingly  defend  it  in  his  sober  hours.) 
And  certain  we  are  that  no  party  in  the  world,  whether  religious  or  political,  will 
hold  itaelt  responsible  for  whatever  its  recognised  champions  may  choose  to  say  in 
elucidation  or  defence  of  its  peculiar  principles.  Even  Conservatives  resene  \o 
themselves  the  right  of  differing  from  the  Right  Hon.  Benjamin  Disraeli,— we 
trust  we  do  not  wrong  them  in  supposing  that  they  at  times  assert  the  right  of 
private  judgment ;  and  Liberals  have  revolt«d  sufBcicntly  often  from  the  leader- 
ship of  Glai^tone  to  prove  that  they  are  by  no  means  committed  to  his  ipse  dixit. 
It  will  not,  therefore,  do  to  saddle  any  system  with  all  the  foolish  speeches  of  its 
leaders,  any  more  than  of  its  followers. 

We  are,  however,  a  considerable  way  from  admitting  either  that  the  mesm 
which  Mr,  Scott  quotes,  or  the  sentence  which  he  gives  from  Miall,  is  a  '  foolish 
speech.'  Interpreted  as  Mr.  Scott  obviously  interprets  them,  we  grant  they  Hie 
very  '  foolish  speeches '  indeed.  If  the  meaning  of  the  maxim  is,  that  religion  is 
not  worthy  of  Wng  supported  unless  it  is  able  to  vin  its  way  into  the  hearts  and 
down  into  the  pockets  of  men  on  its  first  being  stated,  not  even  the  most  insans 
Voluntary  ever  dreamt  of  entertaining  such  an  idea.  If  he  did,  he  would  unmis- 
takeably  require  to  produce  no  further  certificate  that  be  had  left  behind  him  the 
first  principles  of  common  sense,  not  to  speak  of  the  right  understanding  of  the 
Christian  religion.  But  if  the  meaning  of  the  maxim  is,  that  unless  rdigion  is 
such  a  thing  as  to  be  able  to  imprem  its  believers  tcilh  a  sense  of  thtir  duly  to  support 
it,  and  Jiirlker  to  conHraia  them  to  give  it  that  support,  it  is  not  worthy  of  re- 
ceiving any  support  whatever,  then  it  expresses  a  truth  which  no  one  who  has  a 
right  conception  of  Christianity  will  ever  attempt  to  deny.  For  what  ia  it  bat 
saying  that,  if  Christianity  be  of  God,  there  need  be  no  fear  of  its  ultimate  success 
in  supporting  itself,  and  making  a  comjuest  of  the  world,  aa  the  wise  Gamaliel, 
'  doctor  of  the  law,'  and  '  had  in  reputation  among  all  the  people,'  some  eighteen 
centuries  ago  observed :  '  If  this  coanael  or  this  work  be  of  men,  it  will  come  W 
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nought ;  but  if  it  be  of  God,  ye  cannot  overtbrow  it ; '  aod  therefore,  he  might  have 
added,  it  will  not  fail,  though  -wanting  State  support  7  Then,  aa  to  EdwaiS  Miall's 
rerrion  of  the  Voluntary  principle, — '  that  the  ministers  and  ordinancea  of  the 
gospel  shall  be  dependent  on  nothiag  but  the  free  gifts  of  those  who  attend  them,' — 
if  Edward  Miall  means,  as  Mr.  Scott  imagines,  that  each  particular  minister  ahould 
depend  ezclusiTely  ou  what  hift  own  congregation  can  provide,  we  are  exceedingly 
Mny  to  say  that  we  do  not  agree  with  him,  and  are  not  acquainted  with  any  who 
do.  But  if  hia  meaning  is  that  every  minister  of  the  gospel  should  depend  for  his 
eupport  exclusively  upon  the  free-will  offerings  of  Christ's  people,  then  his  meaning 
is  the  same  as  ours,  and,  we  think,  the  same  as  that  of  all  intelligent  defenders 
of  the  Voluntary  principle.  The  oniy  thing  that,  ao  far  as  the  support  of  the 
gospel  ministry  is  concerned,  is  not  in  the  Voluntary  principle,  is  that  any  minister 
ehaU  be  a  recipient  of  State  pay,  or  depend  for  his  subsistence  upon  compulsory 
rates  of  any  sort  whatever, 

Mr.  Scott  says  ft  smart  thing  about  the  churches  which  have  been  built  by  the 
ToloDtacy  effort  of  Churchmen  and  Nonconformists,  when  he  asBerte  that  they  '  are 
no  more  voloDtary  than  a  baker's  or  a  grocer's  shop,  for  these,  in  a  certain  sense, 
are  free  to  all — that  is,  to  all  who  are  able  and  willing  to  purchase  the  commodi- 
ties they  provide,'  and  '  are  of  as  much  use  to  the  poor  and  destitute  in  the  matter 
of  bread  as  those  so-called  Voluntary  Churches  are  in  the  matter  of  religion.'  And 
in  so  tar  as  Mr,  Scott  intends  this  ty  express  disapproval  of  the  practice  of  raising 
nioney  in  Voluntary  Churches  by  means  of  seat-rents,  we  partly  sympathize  with 
Um,  and  would  greatly  rejoice  to  see  the  day  when  Christian  people  would  adopt 
another  method  of  discharging  their  obligations  to  support  tiie  gospel  ministry, 
although,  even  at  the  worst,  the  practice  complained  of  is  not  nearly  so  bad  as  that 
of  compelling  other  people,  by  the  sword  of  the  civil  magistrate,  to  pay  our  seaf- 
renta  mstead  of  paying  them  ourselves — which  is  substantially  the  practice  in 
Churches  that  depend  on  State  endowment.  But  if  Mr.  Scott  meana  this  for  an 
iMumstJon  that  none  are  welcome  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  Voluntary  Churches 
except  those  who  have  adopted  the  recommendation  of  '  honest  lago,'  and  '  put 
mooey  la  their  puree,'  we  must  enter  our  dissent.  It  is  not  difBcult  to  rec<^- 
nifle  this  as  aa  old  slander  served  up  again,  with  scarcely  the  advantage  of  a 
new  dress,  and  with  nothing  better  in  the  shape  of  argument  than  a  few  clauses 
to  the  effect  'that  these  churches  must  always  be  built  in  localities  where 
there  is  a  likelihood  that  they  can  be  maintained,  and  that,  aa  a  consequence, 
"e  find  churchee  following  the  wealth  of  tlie  country  rather  than  the  populalJon.' 
N'ov,  we  do  not  intend  to  deny  that  the  advocates  of  Voluntaryism  are  some- 
times worse  than  their  principles,  just  as  our  Establishment  friends  are  often  better 
ftan  theirs.  Noi  is  there  any  particular  reason  why  Voluntaries  should  be  ashamed 
rf confessing  that  they  have  planted  churches  among  the  well-to-do  portion  of  the 
iMnmnniiy,  and  even  among  the  rich,  because  obviously  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ 
"as  never  intended  to  be  eielusively  the  heritage  of  the  poor.  Besides,  If  the 
Mcsesitiea  of  the  poor,  both  temporal  and  spiritual,  are  to  be  provided  tor  upon 
the  principle  of  Vdontaryism,  it  can  only  be  by  bringing  Christ's  religion  into  con- 
tact vith  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  them  who  have  the  means  at  their  disposal 
For  supplying  those  necessitiea.  Even  Hr.  Scott  himself  perceives  that  in  hie  model 
parish  it  may  not  be  always  advisable  to  send  away  the  wealthier  members  of  his 
Mngregation ;  '  he  may  rajuire  to  brinp  the  positive  pole  of  hie  congregation's 
ibiiudance  into  contact  with  t^e  negative  pole  of  his  parishioners'  necessities,  to 
'«cure  the  healthy  transmission  through  all  the  body  of  the  spirit  that  giveth  life.' 
And  if  only  Mr.  Scott  will  have  the  goodness  to  connect  t^is  well-turned  sentence, 
"hioh  we  have  quoted  from  his  pamphlet,  with  fte  principle  of  Voluntaryism 
instead  of  with  that  of  Establishments,  he  will  be  at  no  loss  to  discover  a  good  and 
I'llid  reason  for  Voluntary  Churches  sometimes  following  the  wealth  of  a  com- 
mnnity  as  well  as  the  population.  We  aay,  '  as  well  as ;'  Mr.  Scott  says,  '  rather 
tnaa  the  population.'  But  to  affirm  or  iuMOuat*  that  the  Voluntary  Churches  have 
Wen  nnnundful  of  the  poor,  ia  simply  to  affirm  or  insinuate  what  is  not  true.  We 
pffstune  that  the  churches  planted  by  the  Free  Church  throughout  the  Highlands, 
B  the  Wynd  and  Bridgegate  of  Glasgow,  and  in  the  Canongate  and  Cowgate  of 
Edinburgh,  were  not  intended  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  rich  ;  and  the  £20,000, 
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very  nearly  the  interest  of  half  a  million,  expended  iu  1872  by  the  Uniled  Presby- 
terian Churoli  in  Homo  MisaionB,  were  devoted  almost  eiclusiTely  to  providing 
gospel  ordinances  for  thoBe  who  were  too  poor  to  be  able  to  do  bo  entirely  by  them- 
anlres.  That  United  Presbyterians  and  Free  Churchineu  have  not  been  able  to  do 
more  in  thia  direction  is  due  to  the  existence  of  a  large  number  of  Chrietiaa  men 
who  are  posseaaed  of  the  aame  idea  aa  Hr.  Scott,~-that  it  ia  not  the  dniy  of 
wealthy  Cuiatians  to  send  the  gospel  to  the  poor  so  much  as  '  it  ia  the  duty  of 
the  State,  and  tiie  interest  of  tne  State,  to  provide  a  properly -equipped  Eetab- 
lishment'  for  all. 

Mr.  Scott  ia  vei?  bitter  against  the  Yoluntary  principle,  and  in  no  disguised  oi 
ineaanred  terius  charges  it  with  being  the  real  caoee  of  all  the  epiritnal  destjtotun 
of  the  conctry.  '  The  syatem  of  allowing  religion  to  be  supported  only  by  thoae 
who  are  interested  in  it,'  says  lie,  'baa  broken  down  miserably  in  the  very  spherein 
which  religion  is  most  needed.'  It  is  a  comfort,  however,  to  think  that  even  Mr.  Scott 
cannot  afford  to  dispense  with  thia  system  entirely :  '  It  ia  neither  for  the  good  of  the 
people  nor  of  the  pastor  that  he  should  be  entirely  independent  of  tbem.  It  is  but 
right  and  seemly  uiat  all  who  are  able  should  render  Bomethiog  for  religion,  not  ia 
the  way  of  purchase,  but  of  thank-offering.  No  true  minister  need  be  hutniliatad 
that  he  baa  to  depend  in  part  on  the  ofFerings  of  the  people.'  After  which,  ve 
doubt  not,  cttdous  people  will  be  thin^og  that  tbe  parishioners  of  Greenside,  Edin- 
burgh, arc  not  entirely  unacqu^nted  with  the  Yoluntsry  practice  of  nunieteTiiig 
'  carnal  things '  to  him  whom  the  Lord  bath  appointed  to  '  minister  onto  them 
spiritual  things.'  Then,  aa  if  to  show  that  he  has  not  the  heart  to  be  too  aetere 
upon  a  principle  which  has  certain  claims  upon  hie  kindly  recollectiona,  he  himself 
supplies  the  answer  to  bis  own  accusation.  It  seems  that  these  'illogical  Dissenteia' 
aje  thb  bane  of  Mr.  Scott's  existence,  and  will  persist  iu  the  siuui  practii%  of 
retaliation,  by  laying  all '  the  spiritual  destitution  that  exists '  at  the  door  of  tbe 
Establishment.  'It  only  proves,'  aaya  Mr.  Scott,  borrowing  a  club  from  the  doughty 
Bishop  of  Peterborough  wherewith  to  knock  them  down,  '  that  sutlicient  proviaion 
has  not  been  made  for  the  spiritual  wante  of  the  land ;  the  sole  cause  of  which  his 
been,  that  the  Church  has  been  prevented,  and  that  chiefly  by  Dissenters,  from 
carrying  her  principle  iuto  operation.  It  ia  as  if  we  were  to  tie  the  legs  of  a  man, 
and  then  blame  him  for  a  failure  iu  watkiug,'  This  is  supposed  by  the  minister  at 
Greenside  to  be  so  well  planted  a  blow  that  there  ia  scarcely  a  fiance  of  the  ill- 
fated  Voluntary  principle  recovering  from  its  effects;  upon  which,  his  bowek 
'  '  g  with  compassion  for  his  victim,  he  hastens  to  lift  him  up,  bandage  bis 
ig  wounds,  and  apply  a  reviving  cordial  to  bis  apirita :  '  It  ia  just  aa  unrea- 
sonable, however,  for  Churchmen  to  lay  the  blame  entirely  upon  Dissenters.'  '  Ko 
doubt  of  it,  no  doubt  of  it,  mine  honeet  adversary,'  repliea  the  Toluntary  Principle, 
who  by  tbia  time  has  recovered  breath,  '  it  only  proves  that  aufficient  proviaion  W 
not  been  made  for  the  spiritual  wante  of  tbe  land ;  but  the  sole  cause  ofthat  has 
been  that  tbe  Church  has  been  prevented,  and  that  chiefly  by  persons  like  yourself 
(Chunshmen,  so-called),  from  carrying  her  principle  into  operation.  Tt  is  as  if  ve 
were  to  tie  the  legs  of  a  man,  and  then  blame  him  for  a  failure  in  walking.'  But 
now,  seriously,  it  is  about  time  that  thia  ghost  of  an  objection  against  tlie 
Voluntary  principle  were  lali  to  rest,  that  noble  dukes  and  eloquent  bishops  may 
not  stultify  themselves  by  its  revival  whenever  they  happen  to  be  at  a  lose  for 
something  to  glorify  the  Establishment.  Dissenters  righteously  enough  ascribe  the 
blame  of  the  country's  spiritual  destitution  to  the  £xUtence  of  the  Establishment 
principle,  or,  if  you  will,  to  its  failure.  They  are  not  so  impenetrably  stupid  as 
not  to  know  that,  if  the  Establiahment  principle  were  acted  upon  by  the  State  with- 
out let  or  hindrance, — which,  if  it  were  a  right  principle,  Dissenters  would  rejoice 
to  see  done,  and  in  point  of  fact  would  cease  to  be  Dissenters, — a  'church  could  be 
provided  and  a  miniater  supported  in  every  pariah  and  hamlet  in  the  land  without 
a  great  amount  of  difficulty ;  but,  with  the  history  of  the  Triah  Church  in  theii 
recoflectiona,  they  are  so  intellectually  dull  as  not  to  be  able  to  perceive  that  thia 
would  be  an  infaUible  cure  for  the  country's  spiritual  destitution.  Then,  Ihe 
Establisliment  principle  being  unscriptural,  and  therefore  wrong  in  their  judg- 
ments, they  are  conscientiously  obliged  to  offer  resiatance  to  its  further  eiteosioD 
by  the  State ;   which,  however,  itos  not  transfer  to  tbem  the  blame  of  tlie 
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country's  Bpiiitiul  destitntioD.  In  action  Otey  umply  u;,  Let  that  portion  of  the 
Chnron  of  Chriat  which  ia  within  the  Establishment  do  its  duty,  and  bear  ita  own 
bnnlena ;  let  it  Iwetir  itself,  and  givo  aa  the  Lord  hath  ^ven  it,  and  it  will  booh 
discoTer  its  abOity  to  do  the  very  thing  for  which  it  looka  so  anxiously  towards  the 
Slate.  This  is  the  principle  of  the  much-despised  Voluntaries ;  and,  great  as  their 
schierements  have  been  in  the  past,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that,  they  would  be 
still  greater  in  the  future,  and  that  gospel  ordinances  would  be  provided  in  suffi- 
ciency to  meet  all  the  needs  of  our  apiritually  destitute  population,  if,  instead  of 
dsmouTiDg  at  the  doors  of  the  Stata,  our  friends  of  t&e  Eslabliahment  would 
become  Volustaiies,  and  do  as  Hr.  Scott  would  have  them  do, — '  render  something 
for  religion — not  in  the  way  of  purchase,  but  of  thauk-oSering.' 
(To  be  amtinued.) 


'THE  BIBLE  EDUCATOR'  ON  INSPIRATION.' 

Tee  proposed  urn  of  the  Bible  Educator,  as  i^  title  indicates,  is  the  communication 
of  instruction  for  the  purpose  of  ezplaaning  and  illustrating  the  Holy  Scriptures.  It 
is  believed  that  much  of  the  antipathy  to  revealed  truth  which  at  present  prevails 
might  be  removed  fay  a  more  accurate  acqusintanoe  with  the  facts  about  the  Bible, 
sod  the  joofoaaed  object  of  this  work  is  to  supply  in  a  popular  form  the  needed 
infonnation.  It  is  Buppoaed  that  mach  of  the  doubt  tiuit  prevails  is  honest  doubt ; 
th&t  among  those  who  are  on  the  side  of  unbelief  there  are  not  a  few  wbo  are  in 
asirch  of  truth  and  wonld  be  glad  to  find  it,-  and  it  is  proposed  to  do  something  to 
meet  their  case.  For  this  pnrpeae,  full  advantage  ia  to  be  taken  of  all  the  light 
which  the  study,  tiie  research,  and  the  discoveries  ij^modern  times  are  fitted  to  throw 
aronnd  the  sat^^  oracles.  The  aim  of  this  work  is  tJierefore  highly  laudable ;  aud 
&  work  of  this  descriptioii  is  certainly  not  unneeded,  but  much  depends  on  its 
ra)peT  exeeation.  The  materials  for  such  a  work  are  abundant  and  accessible. 
The  field  it  seeks  to  cultivate  is  both  promising  and  important,  bat  this  renders  ths 
re^icffiaibiUty  attached  to  the  undertaking  all  the  greater.  It  is  quite  possible,  by 
ui  uijndidouB  treatment  of  Biblical  aubjecte,  to  raJBe  doubts  while  trying  to  remove 
them ;  and  vrhen  such  is  either  the  result  or  the  t«n.dency  of  such  teaching,  looking 
M  the  interests  involved,  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  failure,  and  one  deeply  to  be 
deplored.  In  the  Bible  Educator  we  are  not  to  look  for  any  system  of  Chriatian 
docuine.  The  need  of  this  restriction  is  felt  in  the  impoesibUity  of  furnishing  any 
nch  system  in  an  uuseetarian  form,  and  nothing  more  than  an  incidental  reference 
toanyofthedoctriaeederiyed  from  Scripture  ia  to  beeipected.  This  self-imposed  re - 
Btriction,wliilarequiredby  the  educational  form  and  the  unsectarian  character  of  the 
work,  is  not  to  be  r^retted.  Notwithatanding  this  restriction,  there  ia  ample  scope 
for  tbe  prosecution  of  the  object  in  view.  The  BibU  Educator  profesaea  to  be  alto- 
gether educational,  and  in  no  respect  controversial.  To  this  principle  the  editor,  in 
the  name  of  the  conductor,  has  pledged  himself.  In  the  faith  of  this  pledge,  sub- 
acribers  have  taken  in  the  work ;  and  we  are  warranted  therefore  to  look  at  the 
srtides  already  in  print  not  only  as  they  Bra>ear  in  their  own  merits,  but  also  as 
they  may  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  this  pledge.  We  are  led  to  expect  that  honest 
doubts  will  be  met  by  a  plun  statement  of  iodiaputable  facts,  and  that  controverted 
theological  qoestionfl  will  be  avoided.  Keeping  thia  principle  in  view,  we  now  call 
attention  to  the  paper  on  '  The  Inapiration  of  Holy  Scripture,'  by  the  Bev.  F.  W, 
Farrar,  D.D.,  F.K.S.,  Master  of  Marlborough  College,  and  Chajilain  to  the  Queen. 

The  propriety  of  dealing  with  the  aubjeot  of  Scripture  inspiration  in  a  work  of 
this  kind  may  at  the  very  outset  be  called  in  question.  There  are  many  who  look 
ou  it  as  a  moat  imptniant  theological  questjon,  and  that  certain  views  of  it  are  to 
he  ranked  among  tbe  doctrines  derived  from  Scripture.  No  one  can  doubt  that  it 
ia  a  much  disputed  question ;  and  on  these  grounds  it  ought  not  to  have  had  a  place 
in  the  pages  of  the  Edttcator  if  the  principle  above  referred  to  had  been  faithfully 
'suned  out.    As  the  admission  of  such  a  subject  into  a  professedly  non -theological, 

•  The  Bale  EdtuiUor.  Edited  hj  tho  Rat.  B.  H.  Plumptre,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  Biok!ev,  and  Pro- 
iBesm  of  BieeesiB  of  the  New  TosUmant,  King's  College,  London.     CasBeJl,  Fetter,  aud 
IWpin,  London,  Puis,  and  Now  York. 
SO.  m.  VOL.  xTin.  hbw  series. — mabcq  iw*.  a        i 
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non-tectArian,  noa-ccmtxOTeni&l  voA  maj  be  justly  regarded  as  a  matter  of 
doubtful  propriety',  and  not  quite  in  keeping  with  good  faith,  so  it  is  evideDt  that 
BDch  B  (ubject,  in  auoh  circumBtancefi,  required  to  be  nandled  with  great  cautdon  and 
delicacy.  Although  somewhat  difficult,  it  might  hare  been  possible  to  have  de&lt 
with  it  in  a  purely  educational  form.  The  whole  facta  of  the  caae  might  hare  been 
BO  communicated  aa  to  have  aided  the  inquirer  after  truth;  bat  this  his  not  been 


a  very  strong  reason  wh;  the  Educator  should  not  have  dealt  with  the  aubject  it 
ftll.  Honest  doubta  can  only  be  met  by  a  full  statement  of  facte ;  and  on  sncb  i 
Bubject  as  this,  a  partial  statement  entails  a  fearful  amonnt  of  reHponsibillty.    The 


ork  of  the  controversialist  is  much  eauer  than  that  of  the  educator.  Much  m 
is  expected  and  demanded  of  the  latter  than  of  the  former.  As  the  production  of  an 
educator,  this  paper  on  Ingpiraiaon  is  of  very  little  value ;  it  is  indeed  worse  thsn 
Tslnelew,  seeing  that  many  sasential  foots  are  kept  entirely  out  of  sight  Even  u 
the  prodnctdoa  of  a  oontrovendalist,  it  is  very  defective.  Its  defects  aa  a  contioTersial 
essay  may  indeed  be  accounted  for  by^e  necessity  of  muotaining  as  far  aapoadbls 
the  educational  form.  It  is  the  disputuit  in  the  educator's  garb,  and  ta  this  many 
of  the  inoonnstenciea  by  wbicb  it  is  characterised  may  be  traced. 

From  the  sjHiit  and  tone  of  the  writer  at  the  commencement,  we  are  not  at  nil 
prepared  for  some  of  the  statements  he  makes  as  he  goes  on.  After  referring  to  the 
solemn  transaction  d  Sinai,  and  doing  so  in  terms  ^t  seem  to  indicate  a  belief  in 
the  HUpernaturat  character  of  that  event,  he  allndes  to  the  answer  Moses  received 
in  reply  to  his  petition,  'Sbow  me  Thy  glory,'  and  from  the  reply  given  to  Hoeeaon 
that  occasion  draws  the  following  legitimate  inference :  '  In  this  passage,  so  full  of 
deep  reverence  in  Bpite  of  its  fearlen  and  startling  anthropomorphism,  we  see  i 
distinct  indication  that  it  was  Qod's  purpose  in  the  Old  Testameut  to  reveal  Hiui- 
Belf  in  a  manner  wholly  different  from  that  which  we  should  have  expected.'  *  It 
is  a  part  of  God's  revelation  to  us  that  Hia  ways  are  not  aa  our  ways,  nor  His  thou^U 
aa  OUT  thoughts.  One  of  the  very  stampe  of  the  authority  of  Hie  revealed  will  ie  the 
manner  in  which  it  runs  counter  to  everything  which  man'a  unaided  imagination 
eoold  have  invented  Teapectine  Him.'  We  have  here  a  principle  ol  the  utmost 
in^ortance  very  plainly  laid  down,  and  one  in  the  application  of  which  many 
dimcnlties  disappear.  All  who  reject  the  revelation  Glod  baa  given  of  Himself,  do  bo 
simply  on  the  ground  that  He  has  revealed  Himself  in  a  manner  different  from  vhst 
they  should  hne  ezpeoted.  They  reject  it  because  it  rnna  counter  to  everything 
which  man's  unaided  imagination  could  have  invented,  although  thia  very  tiling 
is  one  of  the  stamps  of  divine  authority.  If  the  writer  himself  had  always  kept' 
this  principle  prominently  in  view,  and  allowed  it  full  play,  he  might  not  have 
(onnd  it  necessary  to  say  aome  things  we  afterwards  find  him  saying  about  soma 
portions  of  the  sacred  Scriptures. 

In  the  paper  under  conaidemtion,  mention  is  made  of  the  remarkable  fact  that,' 
amidst  endless  variety,  there  is  in  the  Bible  essential  unity ;  and  the  remarka  on  tbia 
pdnt  are  charactemed  by  great  power  and  beauty.  The  sacred  writera  are  very 
numerous,  and  were  variously  situated.  They  lived  widely  apart  from  each  other, 
and  were  taken  from  different  ranks  of  society.  They  were  not  all  alike,  either  in 
their  natural  gifts  or  in  their  mental  culture.  Evidences  of  this  variety  are  viaible 
in  what  tbey  wrote,  and  yet  throughout  all  tbeir  writings  the  same  apirit  and  aioi 
are  visible.  Thia  fact  is  very  interesting,  but  no  practical  use  can  be  made  of  it  in 
connection  with  inspiration.  Eaaeutial  unity,  amidst  so  mnch  and  so  great  variety, 
may  furnish  a  presumptive  argument  in  favour  of  the  doctrine  that  all  the  sacred 
writers  were  under  the  direction  of  the  aame  guide  ;  but  it  neither  pFovea  that  they 
were  superaaturally  guided,  nor  that  the  guidance  they  enjoyed  was  peculiar  to  them. 
From  this  fact  our  author  draws  inferences  which  it  scarcely  warrants  in  the 
direction  of  supernatural  guidances.  He  goes  a  little  further  than  a  teacher  coO' 
fining  himself  to  the  communication  of  knowledge  might  be  expected  to  go. 
'All  this  infinite  diversity,'  '  mergedin  a  yet  more  marvelloua  unity,' ia  not  sufficient 
to  prove,  as  he  affirms,  'that  each  writer  'was  but  the  instrument — often  wholly 
the  unconscious  instrument — of  purposes  loftier  than  his  own,  and  the  utterer  of 
langnage  often  deeper  than  he  nimself  could  understand.'    To  this  doctrine  re 
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heutilr  Babedibe,  slthoagb  for  otber  rewons  than  the  one  here  wuigned  for  it.  Odf 
ontj  Burpriae  is,  that  a  writer  who  obq  go  out  of  his  wa,j,  and  eren  become  illogical, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  strong  statement  in  favour  of  nipematnral  guidance, 
could  ever  have  allowed  liimself  to  speak  of  some  of  the  words  of  the  sacred  writ«n 
as  we  afterwards  find  him  doing. 

The  essential  difference  that  exists  between  all  other  boolcs  and  the  boolus  of 
Scripture  is  spoken  of  in  terms  which  might  be  regarded  as  indicating  yery  high  and 
veiy  decided  views  of  inspiration.  We  can  soBroeTjr  imagine  it  possible  for  any  ona, 
howeTer  strict  his  views  about  inspiration  maj  be,  to  express  himself  with  mors 
clearness,  boldness,  and  decision  than  the  writer  of  this  paper  ia  found  to  do  in  the 
following  terms :  '  If  we  take  up  an  uncanonical  or  apocryphal  book  of  the  same 
people,  Uiey  often  fill  us  with  astonishment,  largdy  mingled  with  contempt,  and 
we  feel  that  there  ia  hardly  one  sach  book  which,  had  it  been  admitted  into  the 
sscrcd  canon,  would  not  have  given  us  a  violent  and  painful  shock.  And  if  we  take 
in  hand  the  very  richest,  deepest,  loftdeet  iitt«^Bce«  of  wisdom,  whether  Christian 
or  Fagan,  we  find  not  only  that  they  never  surpass  this  book,  but,  eren  when  its 
lesBons  were  before  them,  and  its  wisdom  had  been  instilled  into  them  from  child- 
hood,  they  never  equal  it.  The  very  beet  of  these  bear  npon  their  pages  the  glaring 
proofa  of  human  infirmity  aad  hnitian  sin  -  but  this  book,  when  accepted  in  its 
completeness,  when  regarded  in  its  true  unity,  seems,  even  in  what  might  appear  to 
be  its  weakest  places,  to  tnmaeend  all  human  imperfections,  and  even  in  its  most 
peiiloM  narratives  to  be  exempt  from  every  human  stain.'  If  these  sentences  have 
SDjmeuiing  at  at),  they  express  very  plunly  the  belief  that  tke  sacred  writiffe  were 
BnpernaturallT'  and  infallibly  guided,  and  that  in  all  their  utterances  they  were 
uaAei  this  guidance.  They  were  above  all  human  imperfeations,  and  exempt  tma 
every  human  stain ;  and  this  is  all  for  which  any  believer  in  the  inspiratioii  of  Holy 
Scnptnre  needs  to  contend. 

In  ucordance  with  the  same  high  tone,  althoHgh  admitting  of  a  lower  interpre- 
tatioQ,  it  is  affirmed  that  the  superiority  of  the  Bible  over  all  other  books  is  a  point 
sboal  which  aU  Christians  are  agreed ;  and  that  they  tae  also  at  one  as  to  the  fact 
that  it  was  not  written  by  man's  unaided  wisdom.  The  alleged  tmanimity  of  oil 
Cbrietians  on  these  points  is  not  quite  satiefactoiy.  It  is  fitted  to  make  us  pause 
tod  ask  ourselves  if  we  are  quite  sure  that  we  ond^^tand  the  position  of  the  writer; 
but  having  no  wish  to  be  suspicioua  or  hypercritical,  we  pass  on,  and  feel  oon- 
Biderably  reassured  by  the  way  in  which  this  statement  is  followed  vp  by  him.  Of 
&e  Bible,  he  continues  to  say  :  '  Many  parts  of  it  conttun  a  history  of  events  and 
actions  which,  to  an  extent  that  can  be  predicated  of  ao  ot^er  history,  were 
'  evidently  ordained  by  Qod  as  a  distinct  indication  of  His  natare  and  His  will. 
Uuiy  parts  of  it  rereal  to  vm  diiectly,  aad  apart  from  all  allegory  and  metaphor, 
the  Uioughts  of  God,  so  far  as  the  Infinite  mty  be  eomprehensibte  to  the  finite. 
Hsny,  again,  furnish  us  with  hopes  and  promises,  which  give  a  new  impulse  and  a 
new  dignity  to  life,  such  as  were  never  attained  by  human  insight  or  shadowed 
forth  in  human  words.  All  this  is  summed  up  in  the  one  expression,  that  the  Bible 
w»a  written  by  divine  inspiration.'  Here,  again,  we  are  plainly  tanght  to  under- 
•taod  that  the  inspiratbn  of  Holy  Scripture  can  mean  neither  more  nor  less  than 
^,  that  the  writers  of  Scripture  were  under  auperuatural  and  infallible  guidance 
in  nil  they  wrote.  This  is  not  a  mere  inference  from  what  is  stated,  but  its  plain, 
tunple  meaning.  It  is  impossible  to  read  such  stateinentB  without  coming  to  the 
ConclnBion  that  the  writer  nelievee  in  the  supernaturai  and  infallible  guidanoe  of 
the  sacred  writers ;  that  all  the  canonical  books  of  Swipture,  and  every  part  (rf 
these  books,  were  written  under  the  influence  of  divine  inspiration,  and  must, 
llierefore,  lie  infallible.  If  this  is  not  the  position  be  has  hitherto  taken  up,  l)iB 
isDgaage  is  strangely  misleading ;  and  whether  or  not  be  continues  to  maintain 
Uiis  pceition  throughout,  is  a  question  that  will  force  itself  on  our  attention  before 
fe  have  done. 

^  For  the  purpose,  apparently,  of  cosfirming  such  a  view  of  inspiration,  attention 
IS  called  to  the  fact  that  the  Apostle  Paul  speaks  of  the  Old  Testament  under  two 
^neut  forms  of  expression,  having  the  some  meaning,  and  both  rendered  in  our 
Mmmon  translation  '  Holy  Scriptures ; '  that  the  terms  '  (Jod  inspired,' '  borne  by 
the  Spirit,'  or  simply  '  inspired,  are  applied  by  the  Fathers  to  the  sacred  writers ; 
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-ju)d  also,  Ihftt  in  the  euly  literatare  of  Christiaiii^  the  books  of  Scriptare  m 
.seldom  quoted  without  some  qaslifTins  {uljectiTe  expressive  of  their  sandil;, 
.dinnity,  or  inspirfttioii.  There  can  be  httle  doubt  that  such  eipresaioaB  aa  '  God 
inspired '  and  '  bcJme  by  the  Spirit,'  wken  used  by  the  Fatheia,  were  meant  by 
them  to  convey  the  idea  of  constant  Bupematiiral  and  infallible  guidance,  and  nuit 
be  regarded  as  giving  coontenance  to  that  view  of  inspi&tion,  in  so  far  aa  their 
Authority  ie  of  an;  weight.  Thus  far  the  tide  has  been  steaddy  flowing.  The 
Bible  comes  to  us  bome  triumphantly  on  the  full  flood  of  inspiration.  But  at  thje 
point  tiie  IJde  b^ins  to  ebb,  and  continuea  to  ebb,-~not,  indeed,  without  a  condder- 
able  amount  of  the  wavering  common  to  an  ebbing  tide,  but  still  visibly  to  ebb,— 
till  the  sacivd  oraclea  are  Idt  high  and  diy  and  desolate  sinong  rocks  and  aaod. 
Having  done  a  little  in  the  wa^  of  building  up,  Dt.  Farrar  proceeds  to  do  a  good 
deal,  perhaps  unintentionally,  m  the  way  of  pulling  down. 

The  first  indication  given  of  t^is  change  is  viaihle  in  the  way  in  which  inspiia- 
tinu  is  defined.  After  a  somewhat  irrelevant  account  of  '  revelation,'  we  have  dM 
.following  definition  of  '  inspiration,'  as  distinguished  from  '  revelation  ; '  '  Bj  io- 

rilion  we  mean  that  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  which,  when  inbreathed  into 
mind  of  man,  guides  and  elevates  and  enkindleti  all  his  powers  to  their  holieat 
and  nobleat  exercises.'  As  the  treatment  of  a  subject  like  inspiration  was  a  toj 
hasardouB  undertaking  in  a  merely  educational  work,  the  danger  and  difficult; 
increase  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  define  it.  The  attempt  should  not  have  beeo 
made.  It  is  just  as  impceeible  to  give  an  uncontrovertible  and  unsectarian  deM- 
tion  of  inspiration  as  it  would  be  to  construct  an  incontrovertible  and  unEectariaa 
.system  of  Christian  doctrine.  It  is  more,  therefore,  the  writer's  misfortune  than 
.his  fanlt  that  ho  fails  at. this  stage,  except  that  the  attempt  to  do  what  ia 
impracticaUe  is  not  quite  blamelesB.  He  does  as  much  as  any  one  else  would  da 
in  the  circumstances;  but  stdll'his  definition  of  inspiration  is  a  failure,  mesgn 
.and  defective  in  the  extreme.  It  might  be  adopted  quite  consistently  bj  tluxe 
rwho  do  not  believe  that  the  writers  of  Scripture  were,  in  all  they  wrote,  saper- 
naturaliy  and  infallibly  guided,  or  who  maintain  that  inspiration  waa  not  confined 
to  them.  In  the  article  under  review,  this  definititm  is  regarded  as  including  all 
that  is  required,  and  its  adoption  is  pled  for  in  the  following  terms :  '  And  einee 
neither  in  Scripttu^  nor  b;  the  Church  [he  means  the  Church  of  England]  is  the 
nature  or  limit  of  inspiration  further  defined, — since  all  Christians,  and  even  mmf 
who  are  not  Christians,  are  fuUy  agreed  that  Holy  Scripture  "coutaiaethallthiiigB 
necessary  tor  salvation," — since,  if  the  knowledge  were  in  reality  necessary  for  ufi,"e 
ehonld  liardly  have  been  left  without  further  and  more  definite  guidaoce,— sinM 
."  God  judges  that  He  may  teach,  ziot  teaches  that  He  may  judge,"  might  it  not  be 
.well  to  accept  this  belief  in  the  simpUdty  with  which  we  have  received  it,  andao 
avoid  all  fuAber  discussion  of  it,  as  due  to  that  spirit  of  system,  that  idabtm  Ouatr^ 
that  fruitful  source  of  error  and  of  bigotry,  which  has  done  such  infinite  dansgt 
to  the  cause  of  Christian  charity  and  the  conceptions  of  Christian  faith  ? '  Theta 
words  are  much  more  like  what  might  be  expected  from  the  polemic  than  from  tbt 
teacher,  and  certainly  contain  a  much  greater  amount  of  censure  than  of  instmo- 
tion.  He  has  a  theory  of  inspiration,  and  one  so  very  elementary,  that  not  Cinly  all 
Christians,  but  many  who  are  not  Christians,  might  adopt  it.  He  thinks  tbst 
those  who  refuse  to  regard  a  definition  of  insfuradon  as  sumclent  which  many  who 
are  not  Christians  would  not  reject  must  be  very  bigoted  and  uncharitable,  which 
does  not  say  very  much  for  his  own  charity ;  and  he  thinks  that  the  adoption  of 
his  definition  of  inspiration  might  settle  all  disputes  about  it.  The  sim[»icity  of 
this  last  idea  is  very  remarkable  :  the  most  of  people  know  that  disputes  on  such 
subjects  are  not  so  easily  settled.  Would  it  not  have  been  easier  and  more  profit- 
able for  a  jirofessed  educator  to  have  avoided  anch  debatable  ground  ?  This 
attempt  to  cultivate  polemical  soil  with  educational  implements  is  not  more  success- 
tul  than  any  euch  surreptitious  work  deserves  to  be.  The  plea  urged  in  support  rf 
a  view  of  inspiration  which  all  might  adopt  is  utterly  fallacious.  It  is  assumed  that 
the  nature  and  limit  of  inspiration  have  not  been  further  defined  in  Scripture  than 
he  has  defined  them.  He  keeps  out  of  view  that  scriptural  definitions  of  mspiiation 
are  not  the  only  grounde  on  which  it  is  maintained  that  the  sacred  writers  were 
snpematurally  and  infallibly  guided.    He  forgets,  that  although  die  nature  and 
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fimit  of  iDspiration  have  not  baen  further  defined  b;  the  Church  than  his  deflnltioa 
goes,  this  circumstoDce  will  not  go  far  in  conttoveraf.  Who  area  for  the  opinioiL 
of  the  Church  of  England  on  any  subject  whatever  at  the  present  moment?  or  who 
can  tell  what  the  opinion  of  that  Church  on  any  Bubjeot  ie  ? 

This  moat  unsuccesaful  attempt  to  give  a  defioition  of  ins^Mration  is  followed  by 
an  account  of  the  various  theories  tliat  have  been  adopted  on  the  subject.  '  Now,'; 
Bays  he,  '  there  are  no  less  than  five  well-marked  theories,  each  of  them  tenable  in 
the  pais  of  the  English  Church,  each  trf  Ihem  BUpport«d  by  powerful  argumenta, 
each  of  them  maintained  by  men  of  eminent  authority,  each  of  them  compatible 
with  earnest  Christian  faith,  each  of  them  depending  for  their  validity  upon 
obvioaa  phenomena,  which,  under  some  modifications,  have  found  eupportera  in 
every  Church.'  This  ia  very  loose  writing,  unworthy  of  even  a  Bpectal  pleader, 
and  intolerable  in  one  professing  lo  give  instmetion.  The  aasertion  that  theoriea- 
of  iaspiration  so  diverse  and  conflicting  as  those  he  proceeds  to  describe  can  have 
BO  much  in  common,  is  altogether  inadmissible.  And  to  maintain  that  all  these 
theories  have,  with  some  modifications,  found  Bupport^ra  in  every  Church,  ia  utterly 
untrue,  unless  we  make  this  convenient  expreasiou,  'BomemodiflcatioDS,'as  wideand 
fleiibte  as  the  creed  of  the  Chiurch  of  England  itself.  The  account  of  these  several 
theories  is,  we  believe,  the  most  valuable  portion  of  the  article,  and  well  worthy 
oi  a  perusal ;  but  we  reserve  our  remarks  on  tbem,  and  on  some  of  the  most  oMeo- 
tionable  parta  of  the  paper,  for  another  commonicatton.  R.  B. 
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BT  BEV.  JAHES  KOBEEISOH. 
From  a  Sermon  preached  the  Sabbath  q/ler  hia  funeral  on  Romans  liv.  8:'  '  Whether 

v>e  live,  lee  Use  unto  the  Lord;  and  whether  >ce  die,  we  die  unto  the  Lord :  whether 

lie  live  there/ore,  or  die,  we  are  the  Lord's.' 

■  ~  Thevapoursof  theoceansupplythe  God  whose  recent   removal  from  the 

rivera  that  flow  back  into  the  ocean  again;  midst  of  us  hae  touched  ao  many  circlee  ; 

BO  Christ,  who  is  the  principle  of  our  and  from  each  there  issues  deep-toned, 

■piritual  life,  istheobjectof  ittoo.  When  lamentation.    Our  hands  are  weakened. 

*e  have  Christ's  claims  in  view,  it  be-  this  day  :  we  are  as  when  a  Htandard- , 

comeg  a  question  with  which  ve  need  bearer  fainteth.     Does  not  every  one  of 

not  Tex  ourselves  whether  we  live  or  us  feel  that  be  has  lost  a  personal  friend  ? 

die.    In  either  case,  it  is  '  not  to  our-  In  our  Sabbath  assembly  big  was  a  never- 

wlves,'  but  '  to  the  Lord.'     Our  whole  failing  kindly  face,  whose  glances  threw 

life  is  bound  up  with  the  system  of  Hie  light  into  this  pulpit,  and  by  its  glow  of 

beaevoleot  designs,  nor  is  our  death  ex-  sympathy  helped  to  cheer  the  preacher 

eluded.    Friend  in  Christ   are  taken  od    in    publishing  that    gospel    whidi 

from  US  sooner  than,    to    our  limited  always  found  in  his   heart  such  warm  . 

knowledge,  seems  good  for  the  eiigencieB  welcome  and  rich  response. — I  feel  juat  - 

of  the  times,  that  can  iU  afford  such  now  as  if  I  were  incurring  bis  displeasure, 

Icesae.    Yet  let  us  beware  of  thinking  and  as  if  I  heard  him  sa,f,  '  Oh  I  speak 

that  anything  can  be  nnseasonabte  which  not  of  me ;  speak  of  Chrtst.'    Yet,  am  I 

Wme»  in  answer  to  the  Saviour's  prayer,  not  speakjug  of  Christ  when  I  magnify 

augmenting  His  own  glory  and  the  joy  the  grace  of  Christ,  which  made  him 

of  those  over  whom  He  reigns  in  heaven,  what  he  waa  and  what  he  is?      The 

Thmngh  partings  the  most  painful,  a  Ghristlike    Christian    is   the   glory    of 

'coBeniog,   attracting  process    may    be  Christ ;   and,   defective  as  the   likeness 

going  on,  making  it  easier  for  ourselves  must  be,  it  may  discover  to  our  weak 

to  die,  and  investing  with  a  new  desira-  eyes  something  of  Him  we  bad  failed  to 

Uenesa  our  '  Father  s  house,'  over  which  see  before,  just  as  you  can  pee  the  eun 

Uie  cold  shadow  of  death  shall  pass  no  in  the  rippling  reflection  of  the  water  at 

~refor  ever.  your  feet,  when  you  cannot  look  on  him 

'    '     *                     '       '            '  18  he  shines  in  the  sky. 


Hi.  Young  '  lived  to  the  Lobd  ;' 
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for  Uie  ripe  shock  of  com  that  bu  been*  bis  whole  conree  bo  coDspicuoudy  God- 
gatliered  in  was  the  fruit  of  an  early  glorifying.  The  miniBtiations  in  which 
Mtrrender  to  the  Lord.  .  He  was  bom  he  deliehtedmoBtwerethoBewhichowed 
ftt  Camwath  on  12th  October  1799,  tmd  their  vitality  and  power  to  the  promi- 
reared  in  a  home  singular  for  its  firm  nance  given  to  the  doctrine  of  the  cress, 
yet  kindlj  discipline,  and  deep  pervadiDg  That  croas,  which  had  risen  onhislxniah 
godlineaa.  Once,  when  his  mother  was  light,  never  faded  from  bia  view  till  he 
asked  whether  she  was  not  proad  of  her  went  to  see  the  Crucified  in  glory.  His 
Bon,  her  reply  was  charact«riBtic :  '  No,  whole  soul  rose  in  antagoniam  to  the 
I  am  not  proad  of  him,  bat  I  never  go  outcry  as  to  the  truth  about  the  blood 
to  my  knees  without  thanking  God  for  of  the  I^mb  being  out  of  harmony  witb 
what  He  has  made  him.'  It  seems  to  the  eager  mental  progresaion  of  th'e  age. 
have  been  in  bia  veiy  childhood  that  the  He  was  '  not  carried  about  with  divers 
warm  sunshine  of  divine  mercy  first  fell  and  strange  doctrines,'  just  becanse  lua 
npon  his  sonl,  and  that  t^e  match  was  *  heart '  was  '  established  with  grace.' 
nude,  and  the  '  knot  tied,'  of  which  God  Many  a  time  he  would  endorse  the  senti- 
says,  *I  remember  thee,  the  kindneea  ment,  that  whatever  else  there  might  be 
of  iby  youth,  and  the  love  of  thine  new  under  the  son,  there  is  no  need  of 
eapousals.'  I  have  met  with  evidence  any  new  name  by  which  men  may  be 
that  even  at  that  early  period  his  piety  saved ;  and  that  it  anything  of  that  son 
had  shot  its  roots  into  the  hearts  of  were  offered,  all  whose  opinion  is  worth 
others,  and  grasped  hold  of  their  aSec-  the  faaTing  would  be  sure  to  cry,  '  The 
tions.  old  is  better.'  Earnestly  did  be  pant  h> 
On  coming  to  his  apprenticeship  in  see  the  saving  power  of  the  dear  old 
Edinburgh,  at  11  years  of  age,  bisdesire  Name  more  widely  and  wonderfully  felt. 
for  improvement  was  so  great,  that  after  One  of  the  first  forms  in  which  he  be- 
gan to  lay  himself  out  for  diffusing  the 
,  f  -  savour  of  that  Name  was  teachmg  a 
and  late  laid  the  basis  of  much  solid  class  connected  with  the  '  Edinburgh 
attainment  in  various  branches  of  useful  Local  Sabbath-School  Society,'  andhere 
knowledge.  He  often  spoke  of  how  he  bad  considerable  training  for  the  part 
deeply  he  had  been  indebted  at  that  ho  afterwards  took  iu  the  benevoleBt 
time  to  a  Sabbath  Bible  olasSj  taught  by  schemes  of  Dr.  Brown's  oongregalion, 
a  worthy  old  dtizen  in  Newmgton,  Mr.  This  congregation,  among  its  many 
James  Dickson.  That  class  list  I  have  honours,  had  that  of  nurturing  Mr. 
seen,  and  its  markings  attest  the  regn-  Young's  yonthfol  energies,  and  develop- 
larity  with  which  he  '  waited  at '  these  ing  the  resources  of  his  manhood,  while 
'  posts  of  wisdom's  doors,'  nouriah-  to  ua  as  a  people  here  he  has  rejoicingly 
ing  there  his  love  for  his  Bible  under  rendered  tne  ricbly-ripened  fruiU  of  hit 
the  Spirit's  fructifying  dews.  He  had  goodoldage.  Allalong,  bialoyal 'iivtse 
not  b^n  long  in  our  city  before  he  made  to  the  Lord '  was  the  principle  prolific  M 
an  open  and  explicit  proiession  of  attach-  his  unwearying  work  for  man.  'Who- 
ment  to  the  Saviour  in  connection  with  soever,'  said  the  Master,  '  will  be  cbiefcst 
the  Boee  Street  congregation,  then  among  you,  let  him  be  servant  of  ail' 
Tinder  the  pastorship  of  Dr.  James  Hall,  He  *  lived  to  the  Lord '  Jj/  Aw  rfe- 
and  afterwards  ol  Dr.  John  Brown,  votedtiesa  to  the  welfare  of  young  men. 
There  is  the  best  reason  for  believing  For  twenty-aeren  years  in  the  one  con- 
that  the  biblical  clearness,  fulness,  and  gregation,  and  for  fifteen  in  the  other, 
breadth  of  pulpit  teaching  which  he  en-  he  conducted  a  large  Young  Men's  Sab- 

{'oyed  under  the  ministry  of  bis  revered  bath  Morning  Class,  with  many  tokens 

ather-in-law  (first  in  Rose  Street,  and  of  the  divine  benediction.     When  Uie 

then  in  Brou^hton  Flace),  were  mainly  Lord  writeth  up  the  people.  Be  will 

instrumental  m  moulding  his  tastes  and  count  them  alL     A  bulky  tome  by  this 

maturing  his  character  into  that  of   a  time   the  book  would  have-  been  tliat 

man  '  might;  in  the  Scriptures.'    By  recorded  even  the  names  of  all   the 

the  rivers  of  water  in  that  blessed  word  youths  who,  daring  those  forty-tbrea 

his  piety  was  planted,  and  therefore  its  yeari,  have  passed  through  his  hands, 

leaf  remuned  so  green.    It  was  his  firm,  If  any  of  them  were  absent  frcon  the 

enlightened  confidence  in  the  simple  gos-  class,  even  for  a  single  morning,  a  note 

pel,aadintbepowerof  prayer, that  made  was  sent  to  them  immediately,  contain- 
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iag  kind  inqiiuieB,  with  a  memoraDdain  etrEUiied  to  ceue  from  ths  «ork  he  had 

of  the  subject  for  the  following  Sabbatb.  loved  so  long.    In  four  days  after,  his 

He  had  a  choice  libnir]'  of  books  for  fatal  illnees  came.     Inataoces  are  known 

them,  which  he  kept  in  conetant  circula-  in  which  impreaeicna  in  favonr  of  the 

tion;  and  he  made  a  point  of  singling  gospel  were  made  by  Mr.  Young's  noble 

them  out  for  prirate  coDvarsation,  thus  bearing  as  a  Christian  geotteman,  when 

wioDing    their    confidence,     and    en-  treasurer  of  George  Watson's  Hosjutal, 

deavouring  to  do  with  each  of  them  and  bjr  hia  heroiam  as  a  thoiooghlj 

trhat  Andrew  did  with  Peter,  when  he  Christian  patriot,  aeekiog  the  good  of 

took  him  by  the  arm  and  '  brought  him  the  city  wherein  we  dwell.     His  own 

to  JesuB.'    Our  honoured  friend,  Pro*  personu  career  wa^  one  of  the  moat 

feasor  Calderwood,  writing  to  me,  says  :  instractiTe  which  onr  young  men  can 

'I    regarded    Mr.   Young    with  great  contemplate  or  imitate.     What  waa  the 

affection  and  gratitude.     I  'was  long  a  secret  of    the    homage  which    public 

member  of  his  Yonng  Men's  Class,  in  opinion  has  so  promptly  rendered  to  his 

vhicb    many   who   afterwards  entered  worth  ?    What  bat  the  fine  even  tenor 

the  goepel  miniatry  received  most  valu-  of  hia  Christian  coosistency, — the  ao- 

sble  instructicm  and  religious  quicken-  swerving  integrity  that  ran  Uirough  hi* 

ing.    His  preparation  for  the  claaa  was  character    like    a     granite    formation, 

always  most  careful,  his  treatment  of  whilewith  itwereentwined  manytender 

the  subject  lucid  and  interesting,  and  senubilities,  tliat  flourisbed  in  all  their 

his  manner  of  address  earnest  and  affec-  freshness  to  the  last     The  strength  of 

Hauate.    Upon  all  the  members  of  the  the  oak  and  the  delicacy  of  the  seusiliie 

class  he  produced  a  deep  impression  by  plant  were  seen  in  him  in  high  degree 

tlie  loft;  degree  of  piety  which  naturally  and  happy  combination.    Perhaps  whoU- 

appeared  in  all  be  eud.    He  was  eini-  now  ia  the  word  that  expresses  best  the 

nently  a  servant  of  Jesos,  who  never  self- surrender  and  seU-coneecration  of 

"wearied  in  well-doiug."    Now  he  has  the  man.     Not  a  part  of  him,  but  the 

his  reward  I '  whole,  all  through,  and  all  round.     Hi* 

I  know  it  to  have  been  as  a  dew  from  name   was    standaid    gold,   and    rang 

the   Lord    to    many   n   godly   parent's  clear  wherever  it  was  sounded.      Yet 

heart,  for  away  in  the  country,  to  be  there  was  about  him  the  abeence  of 

assured  that  Mr.  Young  was  taking  such  everything    like    policy.  -    You    might 

a  fatherly  interest  in  the  well-being  of  differ  from  him  in  judgment,   but  his 

their  sons,  who  bad  come  to  their  re-  straightforward   action  compelled  your 

spective  employments  or  studies  in  the  reverence  for  his  soldierly  adherence  to 

city  utterly  without   experience  in  its  what  be  deemed  duly.     Is  there  in  this 

companies   or   its   ways.      To   many  a  sceptical  age  anything  more  important 

one  who  had  nnwittingiy  fallen  among  than  that  there  should  be  brought  into 

perilous  snares  he  acted  the  part  of  the  view  such  specimens  of  men,  in  whom  a 

good  Samaritan.    What  encouragements  Bible  believed   and   a  gospel  accepted 

his  example  yields  in  the  vigorous  pro-  have  given  them  the  right  use  of  them- 

lacution  of  the  Synod's  new  scheme,  he  selves,  not  by  taking  Stem  out  of  the 

had  so  much  at  heart,  for  introducing  world,  but  by  making  them  victorious 

young  men,  on  their  arrival  in  our  cities,  over  it?     In  such  Christians  religion  is 

to  little  t^^ea  of  Christian   inUniscy,  seen  to  be  no  mere  theory  read  of  in 

and  thus,  by  God's  help,  keeping  them  books,  but  a  palpable  reality, — no  mere 

from  '  the  paths  wherein  destroyers  go  1 '  Sabbath-psalm,  but  the  tune  to  whose 

For  two  or  three  seasons  past  he  had  music  everyday  life  is  set, — the  visible 

been  in  the  way  of  saying  to  me  that,  rhetoric  of  a  penietual  sermon,  eiplain- 

nuder  the  occtunulating  weight  of  in-  ing  to  the  worlH  what  other  sermons 

Snuitiea  and  yeata,  he  feared  he  must  mean. 

hand  over   his  claaa   to  another.      My  He  '  lived  to  the  Lord '  as  one  of  the 

uuwerwas, '  I  don't  know  how  you  could  strongest    pUlars    and   brightest   oma- 

live  without  that  class.'     It  seemed  to  maata  of  the  Rating  Eldership.    He  was  a 

be  literally  txne  that  he  could  not  live  most  thorough  believer  in  the  scriptnral- 

•ithout  it,  for  on  Sabbath  veek,  though  nees  of  the  office.     This  was  the  secret 

at  that  time  in  bis  usual  health,   he  of  much  of  bis  power  in  that  capacity, 

intimated  to  the  young  men  that  by  He  felt  that  as  a  good  soldier  he  was 

medical    authority  he  waa   now  con-  bound  to  'show  aU  good  Adelity,'  be- 


120        MBMOEIAL  or  ME.  JAMES  TODNG,  EDINBDEGH.      '°  i^rtwr" 

cause  he  'acted  under  the  royal  com-  the  influence   of  conuDandiDR  sagacity 

itiiBsion  lie  had  leceived  from  his  divine  and  endearing  goodneeB, — aucli  elderB  as 

Captain.     If  you  saw  one  of  hia  diBtrict  William  Martin  and  George  Patetson,  Dr. 

visiting-bocis,  with  ite  plans  of  the  place  Lawrence  and  William  Lillie,  Benjwniu 

of  worahip,  and  markingB  of  where  those  Blyth  and  Jamee  Young.    '  Yerypleaaant 

Bat  who  were  under  his  special  oversight,  were  they  to  us  in  &eir  Uvea,  and  in 

with  memoranda  of  their  attendance  at  their  deaths  they  are  not  divided.'    Oh, 

church    and   at  the   Lord's  table,   and  may  God  make  up  to  you  and  me  fot 

other  matters  affecting  their  best  inte-  these  faet-foUowing  bereaTements,  by 

rests,  you  would  have  one  of  many  pmofa  quickening  us  to  a  new  sense  of  oar  own 

thiit  he 'magnified  his  office' as  a  spin-  solemn   stewardship,  that   when  smn- 

tual  function.     He  reckoneditaneasen-  moned  to  give  account  of  it,  we  may 

tial  part  of  an  elder's  duty  to  watch  for  leave    behind    an  equal   store  of  holy 

the  springing  of  the  seed  of  the  word  influence,  and  may  fill  a  no  less  bon- 

which  the  minister  had  Sown, — to  'watch  oured  gravel 

for  souls,'  like  the  eager  angler  with  bis  He  '  lived  to  the  Lord '  by  hu  lealfor 
net  and  bait, — to  watch  as  the  vine-  missions,  both  at  home  and  abniad.  it 
dresser  does  against  the  '  little  foies  was  in  the  back-room  of  his  place  of 
that  spoil  the  vines.'  So  his  custom  business  that  onr  own  City  Misnion  vaa 
was  to 'seek  opportunities,  and  to  em-  first  projected,  in  1834.  From  that  day 
brace  those  which  arose  unsought,  tor  to  the  clay  of  his  death  he  was  one  M 
face-to-face  converse  with  individuals,  its  most  indefatigable  friends.  Afeltow- 
'  if  by  any  means '  be  might  allure  them  director  informs  me  that  be  does  not 
to  eternal  life.  Has  not  Uie  whole  recollectof  Mr.  Youngeverbeingabsent, 
Christian  Church,  throughout  all  her  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  when  any 
courts  and  congregations,  much  need  of  candidate  officiated  in  the  presence  of 
Bucb  elders,  and  mnch  need  to  ask  them  the  committee  ;  and  such  was  the  con- 
in  pmyeratthehandofhergreat  Head?  fidence  reposed  in  him,  that  when  a 
Mr.  Young  attached  the  utmost  imjiort-  vacancy  occurred,  tiie  person  recom- 
ance  to  fellowship  meetings  among  the  mended  by  Mr.  Young  was  sure  (o  b« 
faimlies  of  a  district,  and  to  regular  accepted.  The  missionaries  all  passed 
devotional  conferences  of  tbs  elders  through  bis  hands  as  one  of  the  ex- 
among  themselves.  He  had  in  him  a  aminers,  and  they  all  looked  up  to  him 
fountain  of  sympathy,  that  flawed  forth  as  a  father,  Tbeir  weeping  eyes  were 
freely  at  the  (ill  of  sorrow.  In  the  witnesses  to  it  on  his  funeral  day,  when 
chamber  of  sickness,  and  in  the  house  of  they  stood  yonder,  a  band  of  as  sincere 
mourning,  he  was  a  faithful  '  steward  of  mourners  as  ever  surrounded  an  open 
his  Lord's   goods,' — His  mouth  to   in-  grave. 

struct,  and  His  strength  to  sustain.  Need  I  remind  you  in  this  place  how 
Are  there  not  forms  of  Christian  kind-  unstinted  and  untiring  were  his  labours 
ness  quite  as  precious  as  alms-giving,  as  anperin  ten  dent  of  our  own  congrtga- 
and  more  within  the  reach  of  many?  tionnl  Home  Mission f — what  pains  be 
Perhaps  we  might  call  them  alma-doings,  took  in  arranging  supplies  for  tbe  meet- 
— tbe  giving  away  to  a  sorrowful  spirit  a  inga  at  our.  atations,  usually  ad<lr«aing 
little  of  the  good  cheer  of  your  happy  one  of  them  himself  every  Sabbath  even- 
one,  or  to  a  perplexed  mind  a  little  of  ing?  His  favourite  themfe  was  the  love 
the  kind  counsel  of  your  experience,  of  Christ,  so  deep  and  great  beyond  all 
Mr.  Young  was  very  rich  in  such  alms-  thought  or  thankfulness.  Out  of  the 
deeds  that  he  did;  and  as  fallen  leaves  abundance  of  bis  heart  his  mouth  spake 
fertilize,  the  soil,  so  may  j'ou  as  a  people  of  it  with  gushing  fervency.     Doing 

frofit  by  bim  still,  by  being  foUowers  of  good  may  be  with  some  an  occasional 
is  faitb  who  was  the  helper  of  yours,  pastime ;  with  him  it  was  tbe  ruling 
Brethren  beloved  of  this  Session,  seated  passion.  He 'leenfoiou/doingit.'  iatbe 
round  me  in  your  weeds  of  mourning,  homes  of  the  mission  district  the  people's 
your  'tears  become  you,  and  your  grief  tears  fell  freely  when  they  hesid  that 
is  just;'  for  within  a  few  years  there  be  was  gone,  and  long  will  their  blefis- 
have  been  taken  away  from  our  side  a  ings  embalm  his  memory- 
number  of  as  gracious-hearted  eiders  as  I  have  the  testimony  of  several  of  lis 
it  was  ever  a  Session's  calamity  to  lose,  worthy  coadjutors  as  to  how  he  helped, 
— men  who  exercised  over  this  flock  by  the  strain  of  an  onward  endeavour 
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snd  the  andonr  of  a  loving  heart,  to  re-  misdonuy  intelligence.    He  conducted 

coDStract  the  machinery  of  tlie  Edin-  Almost   aU  the   ofDcial  correspondence 

burgh  Trad  Society,   and  to  start  tlie  'nitli      joar     eioellent    congregational 

EjBtem  of  Colporlage  for  Scotland,     No  foreign    mkaionary,    Rev.    Mr.     Robb. 

small  share  has  he  had  la  the  toil  of  You  well  remember  Trith  how  mnch  of 

hringing  both  institntiona  up  to  tiieir  the  glow  of  a  burning  purpose  he  pled 

present   high   pitch  of   efficiency.      He  for  Todgurh  ;  and  might  he  come  back 

always  carried  about  with  him  a  well-  to  speak  t«  us  again  with  an  immortal 

cbosen  slock  of  tracts;  and  it  was  in  con-  tongue,  woald  not  his  aim  and  his  plea 

nection  with  his  giving  one  to  me  that  be  atill  the  very  same  ?    Will  not  our 

my  acqoaintance  with  him  begao,  when  maintenance  of  that  Indian  miesiou  be 

I  was  a  youthful  student  and  atronger  our  friend'a  beet  monument? 

in  town.     InterveniDg  scenes  have  not  He  '  lived  to  the  Lord '  «u  a  man  of 

dulled  the  memory  of  that  first  conver-  prayer.   White  yearning  for  man,  he  was 

sation  with  him.     The  topic  of  it  was,  leaning  upon  God ;   for  be  frequently 

howessential  eminent  piety  ia  to  eminent  oonfeBsed  that  perhaps  our  danger  is  that 

DtefuhieBB.     Many  an  hour  since  then  of  having  too  many  wheels  and  sliafta 

have  I  Bpent  in  that  room  beliind  his  for  tba  steam-power  we  have  to  drive 

shop,  from  which  I  acarcely  ever  came  them  with,  and  that  what  is  needed  ia 

aaay  without  having  some  energy  stimu-  not  so  muiji  more  oi^anization,  or  othw 

lated,  or  some  sorrow  aootbed.    If  the  sorts  of  it,  but  more  of  God's  Spirit  to 

bislory  of  that  room  were  written,  what  breathe  through  it  alL     You  cannot  for- 

illnetratioQS  it  wonid  furnieb  of  bis  two-  get  with  what  impaaaioned  fervour  he 

fold  importuni^ — in  beseeching  God  to  used  in  our  prayer  meetings  to   cry 

pour  out  His  Spirit  on  men,  and  be-  mightily  to  God,  '  Oh  for  the  Spirit  to 

seeching  men  to  oe  reconciled  to  God !  re^ptize  us  with  the  fulness  of  Hia  life 

On  the  grand  enterprise  of  Foreign  and  strength  I'    Many  a  time  in  my 

Mimons  be  brought  all  the  forces  of  hia  hearing  he  put  such  questions  as  these : 

nature  to  bear.     At  the  Synod  of  1844,  Why  should  we  be  content  with  scanty 

Then' Dr.  Ueugb  proposed  a  memorable  measures  of  blesmng  when  the  fountain 

motioa  in  regard  to  systematic  giving,  is  eo  full?     Ia  Pentecost  so  past  tiiat  it 

Hr.  Yonng  seconded  it  in  a  speech  that  may  not  be  repeated?     Were  the  mul- 

thrilled  every  heart,— enforcing  univer-  tipUed   convereioua  of   primitive   times 

saUty,    regularity,  and    proportion    as  strange  doings  of  the  Lord  ?    Were  they 

principles  which,   if   acted  out,  would  not  rather  model  Korks,  after  which  we 

rerolutionize  the  Church's  entire  finance,  may  expect  Him  to  faahion  Hia  opera- 

and  send   her   by   one    mighty  bound  tionsetdl?     1  have  been  struck  of  late 

nearer  her    millennial  glory.      It    was  with  his  peculiar  hopefulness  that  there 

greatly   owing   to   his   suggestions  and  are  not  far  off  days  of  the  Spirit's  power, 

efforts  that  the  Synod  was  induced  to  such  as  will  fill  the  earth  with  wonder 

appoint  a  Miaaion  Secretary.   When  the  and   the   heavens   with   praise.      Some 

HiBsion  Board  waa  formed  in  1845,  Mr,  years  ago  he  had  printed,  and  widely 

Young  WM  appointed  its  first  chairman,  distributed,  a  listofteits  for  insertion  in 

and  in  this  position  for  sii  ^ears  he  ren-  a  pocket  Bible,  and  fitted  to  furnish  food 

dered  an  amount  of   service  that  will  formeditationbeforethe  commencement 

never  be  fully  known.    His  name  was  of  worship  in  the  sauctuary,  and  to 

ilao  honourably   aaaociated    with    the  quicken  desires  tor  that  '  coming  of  the 

Sjnodical  scheme  tor  the  liquidation  of  Holy  Ghost '  by  which  the  *  good  Lord ' 

dtbt  on  the  smaller  country  congrega-  will  '  deliver  na.'     Frequently,  in  talk- 

tions,   many   of  whom   he   visited  and  ing  with  him,   I   have  found  pages  of 

cheered.    In  the  vivacity  of  his  move-  Scripture  illumined  by  his  experience, 

nenta  and  the  vigour  of  hia   working  One  day  he  said  to  me,  '  The  longer  I 

there  was  something  quite  contagious,  live,  I  like  my  Bible  the  more.'   Another 

briaging  the  activities   of  othera  into  day,  when  deploring  the  style  of  many 

pla;f.     He  bad  the  rare  gift  of  glad-  evening  parties,  as  remarkable  for  no- 

dening  the  hearts  of  the  missionaries  far  thing     so    much    as     their    weariaome 

away  by  tokena  of  kindness,  of  which  inanity  and  waste  of  precious  time,   he 

one  was  his  being  the  medium  of  trans-  added,  '  How  much  better  it  would  be 

mittJng  to  them  aU,  every  month,  copies  for  profesaing  Christians,    when  tbey 

<A  a  periodical  coi)iainmg  the  fullest  come  together,  to  be  helping  each  other 
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to  dig  in  the  Bible  gold  field  1    How  w&Ika  rai  kboon  of  love.     WUk  Aim, 

little  we  know  vet  of  the  treasures  that  bunneu  aat  rtUgum,  and  religum  bmi- 

are  there  1'     The   Rev.   Dr.  Somerrille  vat.     He   saw   no  necessity  for  their 

and  HeT.   Hope  Waddell  have  told  me  being   severed,  as   though,  on  punng 

that  their  friendship  with  him  began  in  from   Sabbath   services   to   the  lawfm 

their  early  days  at  a  little    fellowship  workof  the  week,  a  Christian  hadtoget 

meetiDg ;  and  down  to  the  very  close  i^  on  to  a  new  line  of  rail.     '  MouTdmg  op ' 

life   he   might  be  seen  returning  from  in  devotion,  '  ai  on  eagle's  vingi,'  ia  not 

similar  praying  companies  radiant  with  the  top  of  God's  climax.     Beyond  that, 

delight.    Ouly  a  we^  before  his  last  HI-  there  is  '  T-unmjuf,  and  not  vxarymg,'  u 

neea  it  was  m  j  privilege  to   spend  an  we  run  '  on  a  Saviour's  errands  m  quest 

evening   in   his   Caiue  at  one  of  those  of  lost  bouIb.'    And  higher  still,  there  ia 

Bible  readings.     The  key-note  he  struck  the  '  tealking,  and  not  fainting '— uuun- 

for  ug  was,  '  They  that  feared  the  Lord  tuning  a  quiet,  close,  cordial  walk  nilli 

spake   often  one   to  another;'   and  he  God,    day    by   day,    in    the    oommon 

asked,  '  Shouldn't  we  be  far  more  vigi-  drudgeries  of  life — bringing  great  ptin- 

lant  and  proficient  in  the  holy  sit  of  ciples  to  bear  on  small  duties — keejang 

improving  Hocial  houra  1     Will  not  God  the    ledger  accurate   and   the  halutce 

instruct  us  if  we  are  wishing  to  learn  7'  even-— «ad  never  going  where  we  cannot 

Every  time  I  met  him  afterwards  he  re-  take  Christ  with  us  all  the  way  and  bH 

ferred  to  that  evening  as  surely  reaem-  the  time.      Oh,  when  a  man's  religioa 

bling  the  one  when  Jesus  joined  Himself  is  seen  thus  imbuing  with  a  godly  pur- 

to  the  two  going  towards  Emmans,  and  pose  every  business  transaction,  msking 

then  left  them  to  exclaim,  '  Did  not  our  him  the  Christian  always,  less  than  tba 

hearts  hum  within  us?'  Christian  never,  does  it  not  reap  ila 

Though  firmly  attached  to  the  prin-  trophies  behind  the  counter  as  ttnV  " 

cif  tea  of  his  own  denomination,  Mr.  on  the  deathbeds  of  saints  or  amid  the 

Young  breathed  the  truest  affection  and  fires  of  martyrs  ? 

Bvmpathy.  for  all  Christian  men  and  all  Mr,   Young's  path   through  life  wm 

Christian  movements,  especially  if  they  often  bleak  and  chill  with  i£e  gales  o! 

tended   to  qtiicken  into  joyful   reality  adveruty  ;  yet  all  the  more  was  it  good 

these  conjoined  articles  in  our  creed  :  to  be  near  him  when,  in  the  closene^of 

'I  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost — I  believe  personal  friendship,  he  would  tell  boff 

in  the  communion  of  saints.'     His  in-  the  joy  of  the  Lord  had  strengthened 

terest  in  our  prosperity  sa  a  congrega-  and  prepared  him  to  bear  the  storm, 

tion  was  deep,  tender,  and  devout, — not  He  would  often  be  conscious  of  that  joj 

the  prosperity  that  is  merely  outward,  unspeakable  to-day,  and  then  find  iti 

and  that  may  be  counted  by  some  pro-  CTplanation  in  tie  grief  of  to-mono«. 

ceaa  of  arithmetic,  but  our  upbuilding  When  a  tree  is  cut  through,  you  can 

in  real  holinGSs  and  happiness  and  use-  frequently  teU  its  age  by  the  number 

fulness.     One  of  the  chi^  lessons  taught  of  rings  which  the  tronk  exhibits.    So, 

us  by  his  life  is,  tliat  extensive  usefulness  corresponding    with   the    length  of  a 

is  within  the  reach  of  us  all ;  and  cer-  believer's   life,   should  be   his    grovth 

tainly  that  would  be  the  best'conditioned  in  grace ;  and  as  the  bloom  on  the  ripe 

church,  where,  looking  over  it,  you  could  orchard-fruit  tells  of  converse  with  the 

name  oS-hand  the  office  each  one  fills  sun,  so,  in  abeliever's  ppirit  and  chsrsc- 

with  the  bestof  his  best.  From  a  church  ter,    there   are    manifold    mellowing! 

full  of  such  members,  would  not  the  which  belong  only  to  a  life  of  more  and 

fragrance  overflow,  to  surprise  and  hieas  more  confidential  correspondence  vith 

every  ^aser-by  1  Him  who  seeth  in  secret.   Much  of  this 

Mr.  Young's  habitual  sumKiny  cheer-  those  who  came  closest  to  Mr.  Young 

falntis  was  not  the  mere  effervescence  could  notful  to  discern  in  his  lastdsjs- 

of  animal  spirits,  but  the  ootcome  of  After    the  death   of    his  much-loved 

manly,  happy  work  for  ChrisL     He  was  brotber-in-law,  Mr.  James  Maisball,  bs 

kept  from   rust  and  from   freezing  by  morefrequentlyandemphatically hinted 

activity ;  and  he  has  left  us  the  lesson,  to  me  that  he  knew  the  ni^t  wh 

not  to  he  forgotten,  that  it  would  he  the  coming  on.     Suddenly  it  came,  but 

pteventdve  and  the  cure  of  many  a  re-  'To  the  Lord  he  died.'    It  was  'tin 

U^ons  ailment,  if  lean  spiritual  dyspep-  death  by  which'  he  was  to 'glorify  God.' 

tics  were  to  try  the  effect  of   hr^:ing  Mercifully  was  ho  spared,  what  to  him 
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vooldluiTebeetiBotrTiiig, tbairearinesa  the  ^nealioa,  'Is  it  bo?'    Bf  action, 

of  utj  long  breaking  down^     He  wu  ipesking  louder  than  language,  he  gaTO 

here  with  ub  in  his  well-known  place  on  tne  sign  that  his  consoladou  abounded. 

the  Ssbbatb,  and  that  evening  aadrened  When  I  was  dropping  into  his  ear  what 

in  one  of  your  miaion  atations  on  '  God'a  I  knew  to  be  favouiite  paaeagea, — such  as, 

jewels,'  sajring,   ere   he  dismiBsed   the  '  Behold  what  manner  of  lore,' — '  Christ 

people,  'If  all  is  well,  I  will  be  glad  to  be  ijiall,' — there  was  aaped&lpreaBure  of  hU 

tack  next  Sabbath,  and  to  teH  jou  how  chillj  hand, — how  can  I  erer  forget  it  I 

God  palisbes  Hie  jewels  ere  He  makes  And  when  at  another  solenin  iuterriew 

UmnupforHiscabinet.'  OntheMonday  I  quoted,  'Not  one  good  thing  bath 

eTeoinghe  was  at  the  Session  meeting,  failed  of  all  that  the  Lord  bath  rooken,' 

and  it  a  subsequent  meeting  of  your  there   came  a  glow  oyer  the   features 

MiBBion  Commitiae.     On  the  Wednesday  death  had   cbiselled  for  the  tomb, — he 

I  spent  an  hour  with  him.     His  spirit  turned  his  eye  on  me  with  a  look  of 

m  as  elastic  as  usual  in  laying  plans  blended  benignity    and    triumph,   and 

for  wiooiag  souls,  but  there  breathed  then  he  bunt  into  tears.    It  must  re- 

fna  him  and  around  bira  a  aoftenmg  main    among  my   memory's    cherished 

chinn  of  teaveniy -minded  n  ess,  though  treAsores  that  I  was  privileged  to  be 

1  tiMogfat  not  at  the  time  of  its  indicat-  present  at  the  last  moments,  when  ez- 

itig  SD  tpeedy  a  transition  to  the  happy  hausted  nature  sunk  to  rest  in  humble 

hod,  whence  came  all  the  fragrance  to  confidence  at  tike  Saviour's  feet.     With- 

uxomplish  his  preparation.    It  fell  upon  ont  a  quiver  or  a  trace  of  piun,  be 

^  li^e  a  thunderclap   on   the  Thurs-  *  rested  from   his   labours ' — yes,  '  from 

dif  morning  that  paralysis  had  seised  his  labours,'  not  from  hie  '  worht,'  for 

^-     It  was  the   angel  of   the   Lord  heaven  is  not  a'place  to  do  nothing  iu. 

miljnghini,  Peter-like,  on  the  aide;  and  To  the  eye  of  God  there  are  no  dead 

doriDg  the  few  remaining  days  he  was  men.     On  the  immortal  side  of  death 

psMDg,  for  the  most  part  unconsciously,  'Ihtj/  aW  stiU  *Uee  uato  Wint'^And,  now 

BDder  the  angel's  guidance,  through  tbe  that  we  have  dropped  the  cord,  the  last 

inn  gate  Uiat  leads  to  the  holy  city.     It  link  of   connection  with   all   that   was 

teemed  tfaat  for  a  while  he  'wist  not  that  visible  of  one  so  dear,  comes  there  not  to 

Uvastme  which  was  done  by  tbe  angel;'  you  and  me  the  call  to  translate  our  grief 

twtvhenhecame  to  himself,  and  'l^ew  forbis  departure  into  more  earnest  imita- 

of  I  enrety  that  tbe  Lord  had  sent  His  tion  of  aU  that  in  him  was  Chriatlike,  so 

>^V  oh  the  wonder  and  the  joy  of  that  when  we  are  spent  and  belpleaB  on 

^  deliverance  from  the  imprisonmeot  our  last-made  bed,  and  when  the  light 

of  euih,  and  of  hia  finding  himself  in  of  eternity  is  breaking  through  the  rend- 

lie  streets  of  the  New  Jerusalem !    To  ings  of  the  veil,  we  may  be  able  M  say, 

tie  glad  HDrprise  of  his  loving  family,  a  '  Father,'  through  Thy  grace,  '  I  have 

"'fa  ot  oonscionsnesa  returned.     He  glorified  Thee  upon  the  earth,  I  have 

fftt^sed  them  all,  and  indicated  the  finiahed  the  work  Thou  gayest  me  to  do; 

intenseet  affections.    '  I  will  never  leave  and  now,  0  Father,  I  come  to  Thee.' 
'^'  said  a  familiar  voice  to  him,  wit^ 
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CHAPTER  II.  down  by  the  dark -green  liveries  of  the 

'Comfort  thfl  feabli-minilKl '  fiiB  on  the  mountain  sides. 

Here  and  there  groups  of  gleaners 
'T  was  autumn  when  James  died.  The  luight  yet  be  seen  among  the  yellow 
"nil  were  dropping  from  their  huaka,  com,  while  high-piled  waggons  came 
iinl  the  black  brambles  might  still  be  rocking  over  the  furrowed  fields  and 
gUheredinont-of-tbe-waycomera.  Tbe  sweeping  through  tbe  green  lanes,  where 
'nods  were  more  beautiful  than  when  in  the  birdB  enjoyed  rare  gleauinga;  for 
'^t  summer  dress,  shoving  a  variety  tbe  overhanging  branches  had  taken 
w  wloaTS,  from  rich  burniSiwi  bronze  toll  from  tbeir  loads  as  they  passed  be- 
to  red  and  yellow  of  every  hue,  sobered  neath  them,  and  the  hawthorn  hedges, 
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which  they  brushed  in  their  v&j,  had  gleams  of  Bnitehiiie  in  the  lad's  life; 
ckimed  a  abare  of  the  spoiL  The  bees  gmerally  his  mood  -waa  doll  and  apa- 
moved  more  wearily  among  the  few  thetic,  while  bis  rambles  were  mostly 
flowers  that  lingered  is  the  gardens,  and  confined  to  the  smithy,  the  carpetilei'e 
alighted  gladly  on  the  small  banks  of  shop,  and  the  bum-aide. 
wild  thyme  which  they  scarcely  noticed  Winter  has  now  passed  away.  A  few 
in  enmmer  ;  while  every  now  and  then  weeks  ago  the  glen  was  white  iritli 
was  seen  the  network  of  the  qiider,  .  8now,  while  glittering  icicles — 'dead 
suspended  from  leaf  to  branch,  gemmed  men's  fingers ' — hung  from  the  leaflesi 
with  dewdrope,  which  glittered  brightly  branches  of  the  trees,  where  the  hedge- 
in  the  raya  of  the  morning  sun.  rows  still  showed  their  scarlet  ba«H  and 

Truly,  Milldea  looka  fairer  in  its  ripe  deep  crimson  hips,  and  lingering  brown 

maturity  than  in  it«  spring  or  sommer  leaves  were  spaAling  with  the  jewels  d 

dress ;  just  as  the  golden  smiset  has  a  the  hoar-frOBt 

calmer  glory  when  the  clouds  seem  to  lie  Now  spring  has  come,  and  is  bnddiug 

motionless  in  the  sky  than  in  the  grey  green   in   Mfllden,  while   a  shower  rf 

glad  dawn  of  day.  delicate  brown  and  crimson -tjoted  ver- 

Benjie  lingered  much  about  tbe  church-  dure  has  fallen  on  the  landscape  recently 
yard  ;  and  when  he  saw  the  witherei^  so  bare  and  n^ed.  The  old  chnrca 
leaves  from  the  elms  fall  on  the  grave,  elms  were  putting  out  tender  leaves, 
be  would  clap  hia  hands  jo^uUy,  and  while  the  oaks  in  the  glade  throw  from 
exclaim,  'They'll  keep  him  warm  J  their  branches  red-tipped  buds,  ttnd  tlie 
they'll  keep  him  warm,  puir  body  I  God  chestnuts  shoot  forth  long  finger-shaped 
liked  dad,  and  He's  bappia'  him.'  But  foliage  from  gammy  shields.  By  the 
soon,  a  sudden  change  passing  over  hie  bum-side  the  primrose  lifts  its  psie  itir 
fitful  mind,  he  would  say,  wiUi  a  shud-  head  among  the  gowans,  and  the  dell  ia 
der,  '  Cauld,  cauld,  doon  there,  puir  carpeted  by  the  delicate  wood-eorrel, 
dad.'  Every  one  pitied  the  lad  after  his  where  the  blackbird  and  thrush  are  tril- 
father's  death,  and  many  a  hand  was  ling  tbeir  first  notes, 
stretched  out  t«  help  him,  manya  kindly  'Tis  evening,  and,  after  a  d^cf  visit- 
service  rendered  him  from  homely  neigh-  ing  amongst  his  people,  Mr.  Oliver  hss 
boors  without  joke  or  jibe  now ;  but  sought  the  retirement  of  his  study  to 
his  eye  had  the  restless  expression  of  one  prepare  his  Sabbath  discourse. 
who  is  seeking  wearily  for  something  'Tis  a  small  but  comfortable  rooni, 
lost.  He  mis^  a  familiar  face  and  filled  with  well-stocked  book-shelvea;  a 
voice,  and  it  soon  became  evident  he  fire  bums  brightly  on  the  hearth,  while 
was  pining  away.  the  lamp  on  ttie  table  throws  a  pless&nt 

When  the  children   coaxed   him,  he  light  upoii  Uie  open  Bible,  over  which 

would  take  his  pieces  of  wood  and  sing  the  minister  is  bending. 

his  favourite  songs;  or  at  the  smithy,  Mr.  Oliver  is  a  man  little  past  &t 

Bob  would  occHHionally  rouse  him  into  prime  of  life,  with  a  fine  oount«usiin, 

his  old  self  by  getting  him  to  repeat  hia  where  kindliness  and  intelligence  form 

once  familiar  rhymes.     '  Ye  dinna  like  the  raominent  featnres. 

the  laddies  meddlin'  wi'  the  birds'  neeta,  He  has  had  his  share  of  sorrow,  wbicb 

Benjie?'  Rob  would  say;  and  got  for  has  chastened  him,  and  rendered  him 

answer,  more  able  to  sympathize  with  others; 

'  The  lnverock  and  the  lint!,',  at  the  same  time  he  can  look  around  oo 

The  robin  and  the  wren,  the  mercies  that  we  still  left  him,  and 

If  je  harry  tUeic  nests,  say  thankfully,  '  The  lines  have  faUen  to 

TeUnearthnveseain.  ^^  j„  pie^sait  places,  and  I  have  ob- 

'  Weel  done,  my  man  I '  the  smith  would  tained  a  goodly  heritage.' 

then  reply,  adding,  '  An'  what  was  yon  The  text  he  is  at  present  meditating 

ye  used  to  say  about  a  magpie's  neat?'  upon  is  from  these  words,  'iBitnothiog 

To  which  Ben  jie,  <ielighted,  and  think-  to  you,  all  ye  that  pass  by?  behold.  Ma 

ing  he  was  giving  hia  friend  useful  in-  gee  if  there  be  any  sorrow  like  unto  my 

formation,  began:  sorrow,  which  is  done  unto  me,  wheie- 

'  When  the  plane  tree  hides  the  magpie's  with  the  Lord  hath  afflicted  me  in  ^ 

nest,  day  of  His  fierce  anger.'    And  while  he 

The  bere  sead'a  at  its  beet.'  considers   and  meditates,   in  fancv  Iw 

These,  however,  were  but   occasional  follows  that  suffering  One  tbrougn  sU 
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tbecbeqoered  Boene*  of  Hia  hi8tor7,— «t 
one  time  Bpeaking  confiHt  to  k  bottow- 
mg  mother,  and  at  another  casing  [Kti* 
M  kicks  on  a  weeping  Mu^alene,  or, 
again,  sitting  weary  and  hiai  by  the 
mde  of  Jacob'B  weU.  And  then  be  re- 
membeTB  the  garden  where  He  lay  in 
an  agony,  sweating  great  drop*  of  blood, 
while  Hia  diaciplee  dept ;  or  atandg  pa- 
tieat  and  aelf^poaoeaaed  in  the  judg- 
ment-hall, dnmb,  opening  not  Hia  mouth 
before  Hia  occueers,  while  Uood-dropa 
Btouk  His  face  from  theerawnof  thorns 
that  encircles  Hia  hrow ;  and,  laat  of  all, 
tie  Beea  the  victira  nailed  to  the  cross, 
amid  the  aavage  yelk  of  a  pitjlesa  mob 
— almoat  imaginee  he  bears  tbe  cry  that 
TKS  oat  of  the  darkness  when  the  last 
act  is  all  but  finiahed,  'My  God.  my 
God,  why  haat  Thou  foraaken  me?' 

Se  can  fancy,  when  the  long-stand- 
by debt  against  a  bankrapt  world  is  at 
lut  diecharged,  angcU  in  heaves  would 
singa  louder  Boag;  aod  'as  he  muses,  the 
fire  bums,'  while  hia  heart  glowa  with 
love  and  gratitude  to  Him  who  taSered 
ao  much  for  a  lost  and  mined  race. 

Suddenly  he  is  interrupted  in  bis 
work  by  a  tap  for  admittance,  followed 
by  the  entrance  of  the  servant,  telling 
him  that  Benjie  was  in  the  kitchen 
aniious  tb  see  him,  and  had  been  thera 
t*o  or  three  timee  before,  during  the 
afternoon,  while  be  was  absent. 

'  Say  to  bim  I  am  engaged  at  present, 
and  would  rather  not  be  disturbed,'  on- 
ewwed  Mr.  CHiver,  raising  his  bead  for  a 
moment  from  his  writing. 

'  I  telTt  him  that,'  replied  the  woman, 
'bab  he  winna  tak'  a  denial.  He  Bays 
he  mann  hae  a  word  wi'  ya,  for  ane  haa 
Bent  him  that  must  be  heard.' 

'  Bid  him  come  in,  then,'  was  the  an- 
swer, 'bat  say  he  must  not  detain  me, 
for  I  am  bnay,  and  ejq^ct  a  few  of  ths 
elderg  shortly .' 

Benjie  was  accordinKly  nabered  into 
the  study,  and  admonished  '  to  be  quick, 
an'  no  put  oS  the  minister's  time,  for  he 
«u  unco  busy.' 

The  lad  seemed  rather  abaahed  in  the 
pWBence  of  Mr.  Ohver,  and  kept  twirl- 
ing his  blue  bonnet  awkwardly  in  his 
hands ;  but  the  minister  looked  kindly 
on  him,  while  he  pointed  bim  to  a  chair, 
tud  asked  him  what  he  ocHiId  do  for  him 
st  this  time. 


'  '  Yon  I '  reined  Mr.  Oliver,  aatonished 
and  taken  aback  at  the  strangeness  of 
the  reqneat.     '  Who  has  put  such  a 

tliought  into  your  head,  Benjie?  '~ 

'  Ane  wha  maun  be  obeyed ;  He  bade 
me  gang,'  answered  the  boy  earnest^. 

'  Bade  1 '  repeated  the  minister  with  a 
smile.  Then,  altering  his  tones  and 
Bpeaking  solemnly,  he  said  pathetically, 
'Benjie,  my  poor  lad,  you  do  not  know, 
nor  can  you  understand,  the  nature  of 
the  request  Tou  are  making.  Qo  home, 
like  a  good  teliow,  and  think  no  mon  of 
the  matter.' 

'  N&,  no,'  answered  Benjie ;  *  I  canna 
dae  that,  for  He  tell't  me  to  gang — He 
sent  me  Hisself,  an'  I  maun  obey.' 

'Who  sNit  you?  Who  must  be 
obeyed  ? '  aaked  Mr.  Oliver,  willing  to 
humour  a  little  what  he  considered  aome 
whim  of  the  lad's. 

'  Dae  ye  no  ken  Him  ? '  said  the 
boy  in  a  tone  of  surpriae ;  '  it's  the  Lord 
Jeans  Christ.  He  cam'  to  me  laat 
nicht,  an'  said  I  was  to  gang  to  His  table 
on  Sunday,  for  He  was  gaeu  to  tak'  me 
away  the  next  day.  Oh,  Mr.  Oliver, 
ye'il  let  na  gang?    pleaded  the  lad. 

There  was  something  in  the  earrtest 
look  and  mauner  of  Beojie  which 
startled  and  impressed  Mr.  Oliver  in  no 
small  measure ;  and,  remembering  the 
remarkable  expression  he  bad  uaed  on 
the  occasion  of  hia  father's  death,  as  if 
he  bad  indeed  been  '  taught  of  Ood,'  the 
minister  felt  he  coold  not  make  up  bit 
mind  at  the  moment  how  he  should  act. 
Portunately,  aa  he  pondered  over  the 
matter,  the  elders  were  announced,  and 
gladly  welcomed  by  him. 

'  I  am  happy  to  see  you,'  be  remarked, 
*  for  juat  now  I  feel  in  a  great  difficulty.' 
Then  turning  t«  Benjie,  he  patted  him 
kindly  on  uie  head,  and  said,  '  Tell 
theae  friends,  my  good  boy,  what  you 
have  juat  been  saying  to  me.' 

The  lad,  thus  required,  repeated  his 
strange  message,  Vhich  Btartled  them 
no  leas  than  it  had  done  Mr.  Oliver 
before. 

'  I  oouldna  say  .that  ho  shouldna  be 
allowed  tliere,'  answered  the  smith,  who 
was  one  of  them.  <  God  has  plana  o' 
workin'  that  are  often  ower  deep  for  us 
to  see;  for  His  way  is  in  the  sea,  and 
His  path  in  the  great  waters,  where  Hia 
footsteps  are  not  known.  Besidea,  I 
aye  thocht  there  was  a  deal  mair  in 
Benjie  than  was  underatood.' 

Aiter  Bome  further  consultation  apart, 
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the^  ^;reed,  in  tha  peooliar  circnm-  a  prida  tfa&till  uBorti  with  tliengsTe 

Btancea,  to  grant  the  reqaeat,  strange  wear.    We  taj  tiiat  we  sre  '  rich  and 

And  inforniBl  m  it  appeared  unto  them,  iucreued  in  eooda,  and  have  need  ol 

nothing,'  whue  all  the  time  we  an 

.  *  wretched,  and  miserable,  and  poor,  and 

blind,   and  naked.'     We  want  to  woA 

CHAPTEB  III.  out  our  own  salvatioii,  and  not  to  be 

.,,.,        ...,  _        ,.      ^       ,  hoholden  in  any  way  to  another.    In  the 

*  A  hrolMd  reed  AM  He  not  b^«^  ud  p^de  of  intellect  '  we  kindle  a  fire  and 

th,BmokiBfilUxah»UHenotq™nrh.  ^^^^  ouwelve.  about  with  apa^^ 

With  dower  foot  and  oonntenanoe  mora  and  we  walk  in  the  light  of  the  fire  and 

■olemn  than  asaal,  Hr.  Oliver  on  that  in  the  sparks  that  we  have  kiodlel' 

communion  Sabbath  seated  himadf  in  Bnt  what  is  the  end?    'This  re  ahall 

the  old  pulpit  of  Milldeu  dinrch.    The  have  of  mine  hand,  ye  ^all  lie  down  in 

oommunicantB   gathered  in    and  took  sorrow.'     And    our    Lord    knew  tliii 

quiet  poBBcMion  of  their  places  rooud  when  '  He  took  a  little  child  and  placed 

Mie  table,  covered  with  pure  white  linen,  it  in  the  midst  of  tliem,'  and  said, '  Of 

emblematical   of  the   righteousness    of  snchisthekingdoTnof  heaven;  fortuk- 

a^uts.     How  great  was  their  EOipriBe  toa>er  thaU  not  reeeiee  the  kingdom  oF 

when   Benjie  appeared  with   his   aunt  heaven  as  a  little  child,  he   shall  not 

vnonget  them,  looking  somewhat  be-  enter  thwein.'    He  then  spoke  of  tlie 

wildered,  bat  very  grave  1  poor  cottager  of  Cowper,  Trno, 

'Saw  ye    ever    the  like    o'    that?'  .por her humble.phefebynatnrefit, 

whiaperod    the    mason's    wife    to     her  hu  Itttra  nnderWandiDg  and  do  wIL 

neighbonr.      '  If  there's   no   that   puir  Juit  knows,  and  knows  no  xaon,  her  Bibb 

daft  thing  Benjie  gotten  in  wi'  his  auntt  '"■b  ; 

What  can  be  the  raeanin'  ot?     The  ■*■"'*  *»  ''"'  "^^"^  '^'^  "^  afviSiif 

niinister  mauna  ken.'  H^/^tle  to  a  U«sare  In  the  aktes ; ' 

'  It  H  very  strange,  was  the  reply ;   'I 

wonder  she  or  the  elders  didna  turn  him  and  finished  with  a  solemn  Appeal  to  hia 

at  the  door.    But  hie  aunt  sees  liim,  for  bearers  to  close  with  the  offers  of  mercj 

she  is  speatin'  to  him.'  that  day  put  before  them. 

That  the  minister  did  know  of  bis  Many  were  moved  to  teandnring  the 

presence  soon  became  apparent  from  the  discourse,  and  few  then  present  will 

choice  of  his  text.     He  had  abandoned  f<»^t  the  service  W  the  words  of  the 

the  one  he  had  edected  first,  and  taken  minister. 

instead,  '  God  hath  chosen  the  foolish  How  Benjie  felt  throughout  the  sec- 
things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  vice  of  the  day  was  only  known  to  the 
wi«e;  and  God  hath  chosen  the  weak  Searcher  of  hearts;  but  his  outward 
things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  demeanour  was  reverent  and  respect- 
things  tbat  are  mighty ;  and  base  things  fal,  and  his  ere  had  a  lees  vacanC  start 
of  the  world,  and  things  which  are  de-  as  he  seemed  endeavouring  to  follow 
spised,  hath  God  chosen,  yea,  and  things  the  solemn  words  he  heard. 
wliich  are  not,  to  bring  to  nought  things  The  next  morning  rose  fair  and  bright 
tiuit  are :  that  no  fieeu  should  glory  in  on  Millden,  and  tiie  sunbeams  quiv^od 
His  presence.'  and  danced  through  the  alder  boughs 

Ab  he  went  on  with  his  discourse,  he  on  the  moesy  pools  of  the  bnm. 

told  his  people  '  How  unlike  the  com-  But  Benjie  was  not  there  ;  and  wbra 

plex  works  of  man '  was  '  Heaven's  easy,  Willie  Jackson  had  sought  him  in  hit 

artJess, unencumbered  plan r — eodeepin  old    haunts,   he    returned   liome,   and, 

its  awful  mysteries  that  angels  desired  biding  bis  face  in  his  mother's  lap,  wept 

to  look  into  it,   and  yet  so  simple  as  bitterly. 

regarded  man's  salvation  that  the  poorest  Poor  Willie  was  never  again  to  nt 

and  feeblest  might  comprehend  it;  in-  with  his  playfellow  watching  the  min- 

deed,  it  was  the   meek  and   childlike  news  glidmg  in  the  waters,  or  listeii  to 

alone  who   could   nnderstand  it.     And  his  simple  song.     Benjie  '  was  not,  for 

why  was  it,  then,  when  the  invitation  God   took   him  ; '    and  when   hia  aunt 

was  given  to  all,  that  '  not  many  great,  went  to  call  him  in  the  morning,  she 

not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble '  are  fonud  only  his  lifeless  body. 

saved  ?    It  was  beoaose  of  their  pride—  Calmly  and  gently   be    had  passed 
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aw&7  during  the  darknras  of  the  night,  to  grieve  t'lm  (here,  uid  might  have 
with  ao  ^e  to  see  him  bat  the  eye  of  eoSered  mnch  liad  his  life  toen  pro- 
God,  tmd  no  arm  near  him  bat  the  arm  loaded.  When  I  think  of  him  I  rsmem- 
of  Omnipotence.  His  death  had  been  ber  these  words  in  Isaiah  :  "  An  high- 
painleea,  tbe  bedclothes  were  unmoved,  wBtj  shall  be  there,  and  a  way  of 
and  his  face  wore  an  expresdon  of  peace  holinen;  the  nnclean  shall  not  pass 
and  joj,  nay,  even  of  intelligence,  never  over  it ;  but  it  shall  be  for  those  ;  the 
teen  in  life.  wayfaring  men,  though  foots,  shall  not 

Near  the  empty  seat  by  the  fire  lay  err  therein."     Benjie  walked  in  that 

the  two  pieces  of  wood  so  long  his  con-  way,  and  did  not  err.' 

atoat  companions.    He  had  pnt  them  'Ay,'  responded  Hr.  Smith,  'Benjie 

Bsile  on  the  Saturday  evening ;  and,  as  was  blind  here,  mentally  blind ;  but 

a  remembrance  of  the  ladj'the  smith  where  he  has  gone  there  is  no  one  in 

carried  them  home,   saying,    while   he  darkness,  for  we  have  it  on  record,  in 

rtused  his  roogh  hand  to  brush  a  teu-  the  divinely  indited  declaration,  "  The 

from  bis  swarthy  cheek,    '  Pnir   chiel,  san  shall  no  more  -  go   down,   neither 

we'll  miss  ye  sair  1 '  adding  softly,  '  Ay,  shall  the  moon  withdraw  iiself ;  for  the 

Benjie,  I  suspect,  after  a',  ye  were  wiser  Lord  shall  be  thine  everlasting  light, 

than  mony  a  grey  head  amang  ub.'  and  the  day  of  thy  mourning  shall  be 

A  few  daya  lal«r  and  the  villagers  ended," ' 

assembled  in  the  old  churchyard  to  lay  The  aimple  inhabitants    of    Millden 

the  remains  of  the  imbecile  boy  in  the  raised  a  stone  over  the  grave  of  James 

grave    of    his  father.      They   were    a  Gray  and  his  son.    Of  the  father  it  only 

thoughtful  company,  for,  ss  the  strange  aaid,  after  recording  his  name  and  tho 

drcumstaucee  attending  his  death  hod  date  ot  his  birth  and  death,  '  He  was  a 

become  fanown,  all  felt  solemniied.  faithful  man,  and  feared  Clod  above 

Mr,  Oliver  and  the  schoolmaster  were  many ; '  and  of  Benjie  were  the  words 

tho  last  to  leave  the  spot,  where,  aa  carved  expressive  of  his  own  hopes: 

they  lingered,  Mr.  Oliver  said  feelingly,  '  complbte  in  him.' 
*Poor   Benjie!    he   had  many  things 


'§amt  Circle. 

OF    SANCTUMS. 

A  bol  J  word  la  Home, 

A  Mcred  plioe  a  mothat**  knee. 

Ik  most  hearts   there  is  a  aanotum.  higher   point   of  view!     Though    we 

Often  it  is  a  spot  too  saored  for  any  stand  in  Christ  'complete,'  there  is  a 

fdlow-man  to  look  intji — sometimes  so  day  of  rackoning.    Hay  it  be  t«  master 

hidden,  BO  full  of  j<:^  or  team,  that  andserrant  alikeadayof  joy! — of  starry 

ve  tremble  even  to  unlock  its  sacred  crowns  cost   at    His   feet  who  'gave 

doom  to  ourselves,  and  are  content  that  Himself  for  us  I '    Well,  here  our  mother 

none  but  the  All-seeing  Eye  should  gaie  .  reigned  ;  and  into  these  sacred  preciuota 

on  its  mysteries,  no  stranger  ventured.     The  family,  as 

In  many   a   home,   too,   there   is    a  individuaU,  there  spoke  their  joys  and 

tanctmn.     Snch  there  was  in  our  home,  sorrows  into  her  aympathizing  ear;  and 

ioag  ago.     To  an  onlooker  it  was  only  there,  when  life  to  her  was  first  psi" 

tDj  mother's  dressing-room  ;  but  over  tially,  then  wholly,  clothe&  in  weeds,  as 

the  door  was  a  strip  of  leather,  with  the  heretofore  along  life's  journey,  she  told 

word  Sanctum  printed  thereon  in  gilt  ber  tale    of  woe    to    the   'One'   who 

letters  —  said   label    having    originally  >  heareth  always.' 
formed  part  of  tho  title  of  an  old  private 
ledger,  which  the  firm  honoured  with 

»  distbguished    a  name  as   Sanctum  'InherohambOT  woepinf, 

SuKlcrunt.     It  contained  a  ourt  vidimtu  m-h.w  ^„i  ir«.n,„=. 
ot  their  financial   position,  embodying 
mercantile    results    and    th«r  ,y««rly 
■landiDg.     How    su^eative    from    a 
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'  Sad,  ftnd  dck,  and  land;, 
Nods  but  Se  who  otilr 
Kaow«  to  comfort  uiee 


■  In  tbtt  Duiiiion  drear;, 
Wbars  tin  ntd  and  wcai; 

Long  to  bfl  act  f  rea^ 
He  ia  MBtlj  '■— ^■"g 
O'er  tE;  lored  ona,  lidding 
TVlin  to  thea  to  dee. 


■Lovdr,  doT»-IIka  pinions 
^■ith,  ud  hope,  and  bteedng) 
(Faitti,  loTB,  hope,  in  DDian} 

Bearing  liiiu  to  thee — 

Wafting  Urn  Btill  farther 

To  that  Imme  in  heaTsn, 

Whan  JO  bap«  to  ba. 


'Amen!  LordJesn^ 

Quickly  ooma 
Asd  ■etna  free 
To  d««U  with  Thee.' 


JfrcUIfigenct.— ^nittb  ^rtsbgterian:  €'^nxc^. 


rsBSBTTSKUL  FSOCEBDUTGt. 

Jierdeen.— This  prfsbjiery  met  on  the 
lOtb  Febnury.  Mr.  Tonng  wb«  appointed 
moderator  for  next  tweiTe  months.  Hr. 
Matthew  Dickie  deliTered  a  diaconne, 
which  waa  approved.  It  was  alio  Teported 
that  hia  examination  in  lansna^ea  wai 
highly  aatiifactory.  Mr.  J.  B.  Dnnean 
gare  in  part  of  hia  trials  for  lieeiiM  with 
sreat  acceptance.  The  congregation  of 
Lunuden  presented  a  petition  for  a  mo- 
deration, which  waa  granted,  to  he  held 
on  E4th  Febrnary— Mr.  Galbraith  to  offi- 
ciate. Tbe  subject  of  Angmentation  was 
appointed  to  be  taken  np  at  next  meeting. 
On  report  of  Temperance  Committee,  it 
was  reckoned  desirable  that  a  conference 
on  Temperance  ahoold  he  held  at  an  early 
date ;  ttaat  all  the  office-bearers  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  preabjtery  shontd  be 
invited  to  attend  and  take  part ;  and  that 
no  qnestion  bearing  on  tlte  snbject  shonld 
be  proscribed — the  time  of  the  meeting 
of  conference  to  he  decided  at  next  meet- 
ing of  presbytery,  which  was  fixed  for 
tOth  March.  Took  up  remits  of  Synod, 
and  agreed  to  approve  of  Bales  for  Ad- 
mission of  Ministers  and  Probationers, 
with  the  exception  of  Qaerj  9  nnder  Bale 
ly.,  which  seemed  to  introduce  a  new 
term  of  communion ;  and  besides,  all  it 
aimed  at  was  attained  by  Qoery  7.  In 
reference  to  remit  on  Cleriisbips,  approved 
ntapkciter  of  liecommendations  1,  3,  4,  S, 
7,  and  of  Suggestion  I.  Approved  of  Ke- 
Gommendatiun  2,  if  subject  to  rule  of 
SjDod  to  give  notice  of  any  change.  Ap- 
prove also  of  5,  provided  Reports  on  Home 
and  Foreign  Misaioni,  and  Report  of  Cor- 
respondence with  Foreign  Churches,  be 
held  at  read. 

AnnaTtdrdt. — This  presbytery  met  on 
S7th  Januaiy  at  Ecclerechau  —  the  Her. 
James  C.  Meiklejohn,  moderator.  Mr. 
Thomas  S.  Dickson,  student,  delivered  a 
sermon  on  John  iii,  3,  and  was  examined 


by  written  papers  on  Greek  andTbeology. 
The  presbytery  expressed  high  appcoril 
of  the  discDorse,  and  instructed  tlie  o- 
aminalors  to  report  at  next  meeting.  Tli« 
presbyteiy  resumed  consideration  of  tbe 
recommendations  of  the  Synod's  Com- 
mittee on  Synod  Clerkships  ;  and  after 
reasoning;  it  wa«  nnanimoasly  agreed  (a 
expreat  approval  of  recommendatioDS  in, 
9d,  3d,  4tfa,  Sth,  and  7th.  In  terms  of 
application,  the  presbytery  sanctioned  tlie 
proposal  of  an  addition  to  the  sessico  of 
Wamphray,  and  iasirncted  the  moderator 
of  said  aeasion  to  conduct  the  bouueii 
according  to  the  rules.  Next  meeting  id 
presbyter;  is  to  be  held  in  tbe  same  plice, 
on  the  Tuesday  after  the  last  Sabbath  ai 
March. 

Cariide. — This  presbftery  met  at  Car- 
lisle on  Tuesday,  February  10,  at  one 
o'clock  pji.,  and  was  constituted  b;  the 
Bev.  J.  S.  Craig,  moderator  pro  lea. 
The  clerk  reported  that  two  of  the  SjDOil'l 
evangelists  would  arrive  within  tbe  bound! 
of  the  presbytery  on  the  17th  iusl.,  and 
would  conduct  special  services  for  oaa 
week  in  each  of  the  congregations  in  tlia 
northern  and  southern  divisions,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  ministers  of  the  le- 
spective  churches.  Mr.  Tannabill  reported 
that  he  had  not  yet  secured  an  agent  to 
take  charge  of  the  station  at  Pentuddock, 
and  in  the  meantime  was  fending  occa- 
sional assistance  himself.  Remits  of 
Synod  anent  admission  of  Ministers  aod 
Probationers  from  other  Churches,  Sjnod 
Clerkships,  and  the  deBirabitity  of  enh- 
tlituting  a  General  Beprcaentalive  At- 
sembly  for  tbe  present  supreme  Sfnod, 
were  taken  np  and  iindings  arrived  at — 
that  in  the  case  of  the  last  remit  beio^ 
'  That  as  long  as  the  Union  question  is  un- 
settled, it  would  not  be  expedient  to  coma 
to  a  definite  conclnaion  upon  the  matter.' 
Hr.  Eidd,  stndent  in  theology,  was  ex- 
amined in  Qreek,  Hebrew,  and  Divinity, 
to  tbe  satisfaction  of  the  presbvtery. 
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Cvpar.—In  oar  report  of  the  proeeed- 

ingi  o(  ihia  presbjterj  held  on  tbe  ISth 
December,    tbo    foUowin)!    matter    wu 

inadrenently    omitted.     Mr.    Smith,    on  „ .        ,  . ,   .  .    . 

bEhtir   of   the  committee  &ppi>iiited    to  it  fell  not  si  ligticniiig  &ad  thnnder  auu 

duv  np  a  minute  expreuiTe  or  tbe  aonse  tempoBt,  but  u  the  gentle  and  refreibinf; 

of  tbe  loss  BQitained  by  tbe  preabjtery  in  run  apon  the  ear[b.    As  &  poitor,  he  wiu 

tbe  remoTol  bj  death  of  the  Rer.  Hugh  in  no  ordinarj  degree  faittifal — "initant 

Birr,  Kettle,    submitted    the    rollowin;,  in  seaBon  and  ont  of  aeaaon"  to  promote 

which  vaa  approved  of,  and  copies  thereof  the  spiritual  welfare  of  those  committed  to 

ordered  to  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Bair  and  tbe  his  charge,   sympaChiziDg- witb   tbe  poor 

leesion  of  Kettle : — '  It  hatb  pleased  the  and  tbe  afflicted,  comforting  tbe  bereaved 

great  Head  of   the  Chnrch,    since   last  and   sorrowful,    warDiDg   the    irreligious 

meeting,  to  remoTe  bj  death,  on  tbe  9tb  and   indifferent,   instmcting  the  ignoraot 

of  November,   after  a   brief  illness,  tbe  and  erring,  enconraslns  the  humble  and 

Bbt.  Hugh  Barr,  minister  of  Kettle,  In  diffident,  and  earefollj  reeding  the  lambs 

the  4Bt)i  year  of  hii  a^e  and  the  30th  of  of    tbe     flock.      In     the    discbor^     of 

biiminisir;.  In  recording  this  tolemn  and  ministerial  dudes,  both  in  thepnlpit  and 

paisful  dispensation,  tbe  presb^terj  would  out  of  it,  be  was  most  as»idaons,  never 

bow  with  reverence  and  submiiiion  to  the  losing  sight  of  tbe  solemn  character  of 

diiine  will,  and  wonld  desire  to  realize  the  gospel  miniitry,   and   tbe   awful   re- 

the  event  as  a  load  call  to  them,  oa  in-  sponsibiliiy  connected  with  it,  but  "  watch- 

diiidnals,  to  prepare  to  meet  with  Ood,  ing    for   aoall    as    one    that  mnit    give 

and  SB  a  stimulus  to  them  as  a  presby-  account"  And  still  farther,  and  especieill j, 

lerj  diligently   and  prayerfully    to   dia-  the  presbytery  wonld  express  their  deep 

charge  their  duties  to  the  various  congre-  tympathjr     and     condotenee     with     tbe 

giiioni  over  which  "the  Holy  Ohosthath  bereaved  widow  and  family,   and   would 

mide  them  overseers."     In  the  removal  affectionately  commend  them  to  the  kind 

of  their  brother,   the   presbytery,   white  sympathy   and  care  of  Him   *'who  is  a 

DianrDlng  tbeir  lo&s,  would  express  their  Falher  to  the  fatherless,  and  a  Hnsband 

grititnde  to  Qod  for  the  gifts  and  graces  to  the  widow;"  praying  that  He  would 

Hhich  in  him  they  enjoyed,  and  bj  wbich  aapply  all   their  need,  according  to  His 

they  benefited.     As  a  member  of  presbv-  ricbei  in  Christ  Jesus  t ' — Tbe  presbytery 

terj,  Mr.  Barr  was  most  coasdentions  in  met  in  the  classroom  of  Bonnygate  Church 

Us  attendance,  and  took  a  most   lively  on  13th  Jannarir   1ST4,  and   was    consti- 

Inleresl  in  the  luhjects  sulimiled  for  con-  tnted  .  by  Mr.  M'Swaine,  moderator.     Mr. 

■ideration.     Such   were    bis   active  bnsi-  Rankine  reported  that  he  bad  presided  in 

sess  talents,  hia  judgment,   his  singnlar  tbe  moderation  of  a  call  in  the  West  Con- 

upicily  of  distinguiibing  the  differences  gregatian  of  Ceres,  and  that  a  unanimons 

of  tb logs  and  discerning  the  true  state  call  hod  been  given  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Pringle, 

of  matters,  that   bis   brethren  will   long  preacher.    Tbe  conduct  of  the  moderator 

graiefullj  remember  tbeable  assistance  bn  was  approved  of,  and  the  call  sustained 

nodered  Id  cases  of  difficulty  in  bringing  and  ordered  to  be  proceeded  in  according 

''' —   ')  a   snccessful   issae.    As   a  cu-  to    the    rules    of   the    Chnrch.    It   was 


pTubrter,   be  was  readv    to    make  any  unanimonsly    agreed 

■uriBce,  and  to  undertake  any  amount  of  Provost   Hood,   Cupar,   to  be  the   pres- 

libonr,  to  serve    bis   brethren.    To   the  bytery's  representative  at  the  Board  of 

furtherance  of  schemes  of  benevolence.  Missions.     Committees  on  Missions  and 

dsvised  with  a  view  to  aid  coogr<^ations  Augmentation  were  appointed,  Mr.  Wise 

or  mtDisters  connected  with  the  presby-  being  appointed  convener  of  the  former 

>^,)iegenerouslydevoted  his  time,  talents,  committee,  and    Mr.   John   C.    Watson, 

and  efforts,  thns  fnlfilling  the  apostolic  elder,    being    convener    of    the    latter. 

Injunction,   "  Bear  ye  one  another's  bur-  The  subject  of  tbe  Synod  Clerkships  was 

dens,  and  so   fulfil   the  law  of  Christ."  taken  up,  and  it  was  agreed  that,  inasmuch 

^be  presbytery  would  also  express  tbeit  a^  the  whole  matter  is  to  come  before  the 

■jmpilhy  with  tbe  congregation  of  Kettle  Synod,  when  the  members  will  have  an 

in  tbe  heavy  lou  sustained  by  them.    In  opportunity  of  speaking  and  voting  in  tbe 

tbeir  minister's  death,   the  congregation  case,  the  presbytery  does  not  feel  called 

Ue  aware,  even  more  than  the  presbytery,  on    to  give   any   suggestions    meantime. 

(t»i  they  have  lost  one  whose  pre-eminent  On  the  remit  of  Synod  anent  a  itepresen- 

talents  and  acquirements,  as  well  as  obser-  tative  Assembly,  the  following  deliverance 

'ttioni,  were  all  exercised  for  tbe  good  of  was    unanimonsly    adopted: — 'That,     in 

bii  Ho^.    As  a  preacher,  he  was  strictly  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Church, 

^ngelica1,his  gtandthemebeiDg  "Jesni  the  presbytery   consider    it    unadvisable 

ChristandHimemeiBed."    Hiadiscoarses  to  adopt  tbe  overture  in  favour  of  a  Re- 
NO.  ni.  VOL.  zvin.  new  bebies. — uarch  ku.  i 
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pnaenUtiTa  AMsmblj.*  Appointed  the 
next  meeting  to  be  held  ie  the  Btine  place, 
on  the  Tneid&y  after  the  second  SsbbMh 
of  FebruMj. — ThU  preAjtery  ague  met 
in  the  cUairoom  of  BonnjgMe  Church, 
Cnpar,  on  10th  February— Ur.  Aodenon, 
moderator  pro  tem.  Ueasrt.  Heaghaa 
and  Dickie,  itndente  of  divinity,  were 
examined  in  Latin  and  Greek,  and  the 
papers  of  both  itadenit  were  higbij  com- 
mepd«d,  and  Ibe  examination  wai  ini- 
toined.  There  iral  read  a  petition  front 
St.  Andrews,  prajing  the  presbytery  to 
appoint  one  of  their  nnmber  to  moderate 
in  a  call  to  one  to  be  theii'  miniiier. 
There  waa  presented  at  the  lame  time  a 
protest,  subscribed  by  one  of  the  memben 
of  the  congregation,  against  granting  this 
moderation.  After  some  discussion*  the 
protest  wu  withdrawn,  and  the  moderation 
appointed  to  take  place  on  the  erenini;  of 
Moaday,  3d  day  of  Marcb~Ur.  Bankine 
to  preach  and  preside  on  the  occasion, 
Bead  letter  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Pringle, 
declining  tbe  call  addressed  to  bim  by  the 
West  Congregation  of  Ceres,  and  it  was 
agreed  to  set  aside  said  the  calL  Bead 
cnmmnnicBtion  fioio  the  Committee  of  the 


o  send  an  extract  of  this  commnnicatii 
.0  both  congregations.  Tbe  congrcgatii 
of  Kettle  applied  for  a  heariui  itf  two 
preachers,  Messrs.  MeUlejohn  and  Dickie, 
and  their  clerk  was  instracted  to  apply  to 
the  Allocating  Committee  for  this  snpply. 
Appointed  the  next  meeting  to  be  held  in 
the  same  place,  on  tbe  Tuesday  after  the 
Sd  Sabbath  of  March. 

Dunfemdtne.. — -This  presbytery  met 
on  Tuesday,  the  13th  January —Be t. 
William  Welch,  moderator.  The  clerk 
reported  that  Mr.  Andrew  Laird  bad 
been  appointed  missionary  for  Crossgates 
and  aeigbbonrhood.  Commissioners  ap' 
peared  from  Alloa,  and  presented  a  peti- 
tion praying  tbe  presbytery  to  appoint 
one  of  their  nnmber  to  moderate  in  a  call 
to  one  to  be  colleague  to  their  senior 
pastor.  A  petition  was  also  laid  on  tbe 
table,  signed  by  19  office-beareis  and 
members  for  tbemselTes  and  others,  pray- 
ing tbe  presbytery  to  delay  granting  the 
moderation  in  the  meantime.  Parties 
being  heard,  and  the  matter  fully  con- 
sidered, it  was  moved  and  seconded 
that  a  moderation  be  granted,  to  take 
place  three  months  bence.    ' 


and    seconded, 
vant  of  unanimity  in  the  congrega- 
the  moderation  be  not  granted 


e  being  taken, 
two  voted  for  tbe  first  motion,  and  six  for 
the  second,  and  the  presbytery  decided 
accordingly.    Proceeded  to  consider  the 


ikmit  on  Synod  Clerkships.  Tbe  iuoid. 
mendationa  of  the  Committee  were  tskes 
up  mrtoMni,  and  agreed  to,  witli  ibe 
following  ezceptioDB  : — Instead  of  tbe  Gfib 
recommendation,  the  presbytery  igneJ 
to  recommend  tliot  the  wbole  mission 
business  of  the  Church  be  taken  up  on 
Thursday;  that  tbe  annual  mlssioairj 
meeting  be  also  held  on  that  evening ;  agd 
that  all  the  foreign  deputies  be  hevd 
during  the  day  or  erenms.  luitead  of 
rescinding  the  standing  order  referred  lo 
in  the  seventh  recommendation,  the  pteg. 
bytery  agreed  to  recommend  that  Ibc 
standing  order  t>B,  that  tbe  Synod  idjonm 
at  10  o'clock,  nnless  it  be  eatried  otiieraiie 
b;  a  special  vote.  It  waa  also  agreed  lo 
recommend  that  the  Synod  hold  its  Gnt 
meeting  annualW  at  2  o  dock  instead  ofG. 
The  interim  rules  end  qiieriu  aaent  ibe 
admiision  of  ministers  and  probationen 
from  otber  denominations  were  ctm- 
sidered,  and  it  was  agreed  to  recomnieLd 
tbeir  adoption.  Took  np  also  remit  ansLt 
a  representative  General  Assembly,  and, 
after  full  consideration,  it  was  agreed  lo 
recommend  that  the  qnestlou  be  deliyed 
in  the  meantiDie.  The  clerk  laid  on  tbe 
table  the  new  proposals  anent  the  Aog- 
meutation  Scheme,  and  it  was  agreed 
lo  consider  them  at  next  meeUng.  Il 
ira«  found  on  inquiry  that  the  coHec- 
tion  for  the  Augmentation  Fund  had 
been  made  in  tbe  several  congr^itimu, 
Agreed  to  hold  next  meeting  on  Tset- 
day,  the  3d  March,  at  IS  o'clock. 

EdMiargh. — This  presbytery  met  on  tbe 
SdulL— Mr.  Williamson,  moderator.  Tbe 
moderator  intimated  that  he  bad  presided 
at  a  meeting  of  the  congregation  of  Hid- 
Calder,  at  which  Mi.   William  Dnncsn, 


'  to  tbe  Bev.  Andrew  Duncan. 
The  congregation  further  resolved  to  peti- 
tion the  presbytery,  praying  the  call  to  be 
proceeded  with  in  the  usual  manner.  On  the 
motion  of  Mr,  Gardner,  the  call  was  sat- 
tained,  and  was  presented  to  Mr.  Duncan, 
who  accepted  of  it.  It  was  agreed  thai  tbe 
presbytery  should  meet  for  the  pnipose  of 
inducting  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wbyte  ascollesgae 
and  successor  to  the  Bev.  David  Croooi, 
Lauriston  Church,  on  Tuesday,  ITthFeb- 
mary.  The  presbytery  then  proceedid 
10  consider  the  overtures  remAted  from 
tbe  Synod  to  presbyteries  with  regard  to 
the  formatiOQ  of  a  Representative  Assem- 
bly. Mr.  GremmeJ moved:  'That  the  pres- 
bytery are  not  prepared  to  adopt  overtnrei 
for  a  Representative  Assembly  in  tbe  pre- 
sent circumstances  of  tbe  Church.'  Mr. 
Kicol  seconded  tbe  motion.  Dr.  Feddie 
moved;  'That  the  presbytery  approie  of 
the  proposal  to  institute  a  Bepresenta- 
tive  General  Assembly  as  the  supreme 
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mart  o(  tbis  Cbnrch,  and  reqnett  the  read  an  exegeaja  on  'Is  the  Presbyterian 
Sfiiod  to  adopt  immediate  meaiarei  to  formofChurcb  GoTernment  in  accordaoce 
caiTf  thepTopoaalintoefiect.'  Dr.  TbotD-  with  the  Word  of  Ood?'  whieh,  afier 
■on  aeeondad  the  motion  of  Dr.  Feddie.  remarks,  wu  tnBtainod.  Hia  examination 
Tbcie  Toted  for  Hr.  Genimel's  motion  papan  on  tlia  Hiatorj  of  Doctrine  and 
II,  and  for  Dr.  Peddie'a  as.  The  latter  Chnrch  History  vera  anatalned.  Ex- 
was  accordinglj  declared  carried.  Mr.  amination  of  Mr.  Wilson  Baird  and 
Oemmel  dissented,  for  reaione  to  be  gireii  Mr.  M'Qregor  on  Theology,  ^Ten  in  at 
in,  and  Hr.  Nicol  dissealed  without  inti-  previoos  tnee^ng,  was  suatained.  The 
mitiig  reasons.  It  was  agreed,  on  (he  olark  read  circnlars  bearing  on  the  remit 
BiQtioD  of  Dr.  Davidson,  leconded  by  Dr.  of  Synod  regarding  a  Bepretentative 
Thomson,  to  appoint  a  committee  to  con-  Asaembly.  After  consideratidD,  the  pre(- 
iider  and  report  to  next  ordinary  meeting  bytery  nnanimonaly  agreed  that  in  Ibeir 
o!  presbjlerj  as  to  tbe  recommendations  opinion,  in  present  ci  ream  stances,  a  Re- 
or  a  commitlee  of  Synod  on  the  Clerkship  prcsentatiTe  Assembly  is  not  deairahle. 
of  ibe  Synod.  The  ordination  of  Mr.  Considered  report  of  Synod's  Comaiittee 
Forbes,  as  col leagae  and  successor  to  Dr.  on  ndmissionotMinislersandFrobaiioners 
"    '  :son.  Queen  Street  Church,  was  fixed-  from  other  Charches,   Approved  generally 


for  the  2&th  February.    The  ordination  of  of  the  rnles  and  queries  thereanent, 

"   "  '     'lasheen  appointed  by  the  members  luggeeting  thi '  "         ~    ' 

....„_ _.  anial  Committee  of  the  be  dropped.     Took  up 

Free  Chnrch  to  take  chaise  of  the  congrC'  Clerkships.    Approved  of  the  .  .   . 

FUioa  at  Penang,  was  appointed  to  take  dations  of  Committee  except  the  siitlb, 

place  on  the  9d  March,  and  it  was  agreed  and  that  the  regulation  of  Synod  business 

ID  uk  Dr.  DufT  to  take  part  in  the  ser-  remain  as  at  present.     Next  meeting  on 

iLces.— Tbe  preahytary  met  on  the  I7th  7Lh  April,  at  11  a.k. 
II 10  A.H.,  and  heard  discourses  from  the         QaUmeay. — Tbispresbytery  met  stNew- 

■mdenunnder  their  charge,  and  examined  Ion-Stewart  o»  the  3d  Febrasry — Bei.  B. 

them  on  the  various  Eubjecta  appointed.  Smith,  tnoderator.    Devotional   exercises 

Al  1  F.K.  it  met  in  Lanriston  Church,  to  were  condnoted  by  Mr.  Danlop.    A  letler 

induct  the  Rev.   Mr.  White  aa  colleague  was  read  from  Mr.  Walter  Duncan,   de- 

lod  BucceiBOr  to  Bev.  Mr.  Croom.    Bev.  clining  the  call  from  West  Church,  Stran- 

Ur,   Croom    presided.    Rev.    Mr.   Symi  raer,   and   the  call   was   accordingly  set 

preached,  and  8bt.  Mr.  Kirk  addressed  aside.     Mr.  David  Goodwin  delivered  the 

the  newly  inducted  minister  and  tbe  con-  remainder  of  his  trials  for  licence ;  and 

grejntion.  these  having  been  cordially  sustained  by 

£(jin  and  Invemm. — This  presbytery  the  presbytery,  be  was  licensed  aa  a  pro- 
met  at  Forres  on  the  10th  February— Ber.  bationer.  After  conaideration  of  remit  of 
William  Sharpe,  moderator.  Arrange-  Synod  anent  General  Assembly,  it  whs 
mmta  were  made  for  presbyterlal  lisita-  agreed  to  report  that  it  was  tbe  nnani- 
tiQiis  in  variooB  congregations  of  the  mous  opinion  of  the  presbytery  that  the 
presbytery,  as  agreed  to  at  a  former  propotal  thould  not  be  entertained  in  the 
mcetiag.  The  presbytery  having  taken  meantime.  Next  meeting  oF  presbyter; 
into  consideration  tbe  remit  of  Synod  to  be  held  at  Newton -Stewart,  on  tbe 
viib  reference  to  Synod  Clerkships,  agreed  Tuesday  after  the  first  Babbatb  of  April. 
IQ  intimate  their  decided  opposition  to  Oliugoto.—At  the  oanal  monthly  meet- 
tii  proposal  that  the  Synod  convene  on  ing  of  this  presbytery,  held  on  10th  Feb., 
Thursday  instead  of  Monday,  With  re-  the  clerk  (Dr.  Geo.  Jeffrey)  read  a  peti- 
fennce  to  the  remit  of  Synod  in  relation  tion  from  Camphill  congresalion,  praying 
to  a  Representative  Assembly,  the  presby-  for  a  moderation  in  a  oall.  There  was 
tsTy  nnanimonsly  agreed  to  intimate  their  promised  a  stipend  of  £500,  and  £S5  for 
approval  of  the  proposed  measure.  With  sacramental  expenses.  On  the  motion 
reforence  to  the  remit  of  ^nod  sneDt  of  Dr.  Qeoi^e  Jeffrey,  it  was  unanimon^y 
admisgion  of  Ministers  and  Probationers  agreed  to  grant  tbe  moderation,  which 
fmin  other  Denominations,  they  nnani-  was  fixed  to  take  place  on  Monday,  S3d 
nonily  agreed  to  intimate  their  approval  Teb.,  at  8  f.n.  A  petition  for  modera- 
of  tbe  terms  prcqwsed.  Next  meeting  was  tion,  received  from  Parkhead  congrega- 
■ppoicted  to  be  held  at  Nairn,  on  Tuesday  tion,  was  also  granted,  and  Dr.  George 
ifier  the  second  Sabbath  of  April.  Jeffrey  was  appointed  to  moderate  in  the 

PoSirl,— Tbia  preabjtery  met  on   the  call  on  Wedneaday,  March  i.    The  clerk 

3d  February — the  Bev.  Dnnean  Ogilvle,  stated  that  all  tbe  Deighbooring  aessions 

U.D.,  moderetor.  Approved  of  the  minute  bad  reported  faTourably  in  regard  to  the 

itnB  up  by  a  commitlee  in  reference  to  proposed  new  station    at  D^muir,   and 

>^a  death  of  the   Kev.   David    Connel,  that  tbe  Mission  Board  was  anxious  to 

wacH.    Mr.  Andrew  M'Qregor,  student,  have  it  establiahed.     It  waa  agreed  t« 
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open  tha  lUtion  at  once,  and  Mr.  Bprott  StrBthaven,  wu  appoiated  lo  preach  tha 
was  appoinied  to  do  lo  as  early  aa  poi-  churcb  vacant  on  tha  following  Sabbatli, 
sibte.  A  letter  wag  read  from  Dr.  Juba  and  to  act  ai  moderator  of  seuion  daring 
Taylor,  resigning  tbe  pastoral  cbarge  of  the  vacancy.  Mr.  Black,  moderatorofibe 
his  congregation  at  Bnaby.  It  was  agreed  leaiion  of  Kirkmairhill  Church,  repoil«d 
to  give  formal  notice  to  the  caogregacion,  that  be  bad  atteniled  a  meeting  of  sud 
and  a  committee  wai  appointed  to  see  Dr.  congregation  on  Monday  nigbt,  when  it 
Taylor — the  matter  to  be  taken  up  at  next  wai  agreed  to  petition  the  preabyterjta 
meeting.  appoint  one  of  their  number  to  modraate 
HamiUon. — Thii  preibyten  net  on  in  a  call;  and  that  tbej  had  appointed 
STIh  January — Ur.  P.  C.  DHDcansoD,  himself  and  Heasn.  Baxter  and  Forreil 
moderator  pro  tem.  The  clerk  reported  a»  commisaionera  to  lay  said  petition 
the  appointments  of  preachers  to  Kirk-  before  (he  presbytery,  and  support  ita 
mnirhilt  Church  for  the  current  quarter,  same.  Appeared  me  Rev.  Mr.  Blick 
Took  op  recommendations  submitted  to  and  Ur.  Baxter,  two  of  these  commiwian- 
last  Synod  in  the  report  on  Synod  Clerk-  en,  and  presented  said  petition.  Granted 
ship*,  and,  after  deliberation,  the  presby-  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  and  appointed 
tery  agreed  to  suggest  to  the  Synod  that  Mr.  Paterson  to  raodarate  in  a  call  in  said 
the  Clerk  of  BilS  and  Overtures  be  at  charch,  on  the  eienlng  of  the  23d  inat.,  at 
ODce  appointed  second  Clerk  of  Synod ;  seven  o'clock.  Mr.  Black  resigned  hii 
that  an  honorary  convener  of  that  com-  office  as  moderator  of  the  session  of  Kirk- 
miltee  be  appointed  in  his  stead;  that  the  muirhill  Chnrch,  and  Mr.  Palerson  hm 
Synod  henceforth  meet  on  Monday  after-  appointed  in  his  stead.  Next  meetiDg  is 
noon  at  one  o'clock ;  and  that  the  forei|;n  appoinied  for  Tuesday,  the  3d  of  March, 
depaliea  be  heard  at  the  miBsionary  meet-  jK'elio.^This  presbytery  met  here  on 
ing  on  Wednesday  evening.  Took  np  Tuesday,  December  S3  —  Rev.  MaDKO 
also  remit  of  last  Synod  anentBepreseota-  QiSen,  moderator,  with  whom  were  present 
tiie  General  Assembly,  and,  after  de-  five  ministers  and  four  elders.  Mr.  Inglii 
liberation,  the  presbytery  expressed  their  having  formally  and  respectfally  intimated 
opinion  that  the  Synod  should  not  enter-  to  the  clerk  his  declinature  of  the  call  of 
tain  the  proposal  for  a  Sepresentatire  the  East  Congregation,  Kelso,  it  was  Ht 
Assembly  in  the  present  circumstances  of  aside.  The  congregation  appeared  by 
the  Chtirch,  especially  in  view  of  the  their  commissioners, — Messrs.  Milae  and 
probable  nniou  in  England.  Took  up,  Purves, — craving  a  hearing,  on  two  con- 
further,  remit  of  Last  Synod  as  to  ad-  secutive  and  early  Sabbaths  each,  of  Mr. 
mission    of   Ministers  and  Probationers  Qilbert  M.    Hair  and  Mr.  John  Wilaon 

crs,  which  was  granted. 
,    i,  Ihrongb  Mr.  Benton, 

]   thereto  the  opinion  of  his  medical  advisers  that, 

contained   ia  the   remit  —  against  which  on  account  of  a  second  attack  of  pleurisy, 

decision  Hr.  Donaldson  entered  his  dia-  he  onght  not  to  attempt  to  preach  for  t«o 

sent.    Appeared  (he  Bev.  H.  T.  Howat  or  three  months,  and  he  therefore  solicited 

and   Mr.   Robert    Potter,   attested    com-  sick  snpply.    Mr.  Benton  himself  aoder- 

missioners  from  the  Princes  Road  United  took  the  alternate  Sabbaths  in  Janoary 

Presbyterian  Charch,  Liverpool,  and  laid  aud   February,   and  on  the   second  and 

on  the  table  an  unanimoos  call,  addressed  fourth    Sabbaths   of  hot^  these  monlhi 

by  the  said  church   to  (he' Rev.  Bobert  Messrs.  Cairns,  D.  K^  Miller,  Barr,  snd 

Black,    M.A.,    Chapel    Street    Church,  Poison   were    appointed    to    occupy  ibe 

Hamilton.    The  presbytery  instrncled  the  ptlp't  of  the  First  Congregation,  Kelio. 

clerk  to  carry  out  the  rules  of  the  Chnrch  The  remit  from  Synod  on  a  Representa- 

in  regard  to  the  call,  and  agreed  to  meet  tive  General  Assembly,  delayed  from  last 

on  Tuesday,  the  loth  of  February,  at  ten  meeting,  was  considered,  and  by  a  majorily 

o'clock  A.H.,  to  dispose  of  the  same. — This  it  was  a^ed  to  report  to  the  Commiiiee 

presbytery  met  again  on  the  loth  February  that  this  presbytery  is  of  opinion  that 

— the  Rev.  Mr.   Duncanson,    moderator  the  question  of  a  General  Assembly  be 

pro    tem.     Appeared   the    above    named  not    entertained    at    present.     A    paper 

commiistDnera  from  Princes  Road  Church,  headed  '  Suggcalions  in  reference  to  the 

erpool,  and  Messrs.  Wm.  MoSatt  and  Augmentation    Scheme    of    the    United 


Archibald  Taylor  as  commissioners  from  Presbyterian   Chnrch,   with   the  view  of 

Chapel  Street  Chnrch,  Hamilton.  Thecleik  making  progress  in  the  administration  of 

reported  that  he  had  carried  out  the  rules  the  Fund  towards  a  minimum  stipend  of 

of  the  Church  iu  regard  (o  the  oall  to  Mr.  £200  per  annnm,  adopted  by  the  Home 

Black.     Mr.  Black  declared   his  sccep-  Committee  of  the  Synod's  Board  of  Mis- 

tance  of   lh«   call   fWim    Princes    Road  (ioni  at  its  meeting  on  Wednesday,  Elh 

Church.     The   Rev.  A.  W.   Donaldson,  Hovemher  I8T3,  in  order  that  they  may 
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be  labmitted  to  ttis  Sjaod  for  approval 
and  adoption  in  Hay  1874,'  was  con- 
sidered at  lengih  by  the  preBbyi«rir,  and 
net  with  a  genefol  approval,  but  A 
Ibmial  delirerance  waa  reaerred  (ill  next 
meeting,  to  ba  held  on  the  third  Tueidaj 
of  February  1BT4. 

Kilmarnock. — This  presbytery  met  on 
the  lOtb  Febrnary^lbe  Rev.  Kobert  M. 
M'lunes,  moderator.  Mr.  Murray,  rics- 
conrener,  gave  an  interim  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Evangelislic  Work.  The 
preibjiery  tbereafier  held  a  abort  con- 
ference on  the  important  Subject  of  special 
Eyangeliatic  Effort.  The  whole  subject 
iraa  again  remitted  Co  the  committee,  with 
inilrDctions  to  bold  special  meetings  in 
suitable  districlB,  and  incite  the  co-opera- 


of    : 


cvangeliats  as  tbej  may  deem  proper,  and 
alio  gire  atich  asaiatance  to  mtniitera  and 
amgregationa  within  (he  bounds  as  ibeir 
e»ingelistic  efforts  may  require,  and  report 
to  next  meeting.  On  the  recommendation 
of  their  Committee  on  Angmentation,  the 
presbytery  approved  generally  of  'the 
suggestion  a '  of  the  Home  Board  with 
reference  to  the  expansion  of  the  Ang- 
mentation  Fund.  Bead  extract  minute 
of  joint  meetings  of  the  three  sessions  in 
Silmamock,  atating  that  they  had  agreed 
to  unitedly  aid  in  supporting  a  town 
missionary,  in  addition  to  their  ordinary 
contributions  t<r  the  Home  and  foreign 
HissioDs    or    the    ITnited    Fresh;  teriau 


for  a  grant,  to  aid  in  paying  expenses. 
Appointed  the  Revs.  William  Orr  and 
Alexander  H'Donald,  and  Mr.  William 
M'Crooe,  elder,  as  a  committee  to  visit 
tbe  district  around  New  Cumnock,  collect 
iDformatioD  with  regard  to  (be  religious 
condition  of  the  inereasing  nnmber  of 
miaera  and  labourers,  and  report  to  next 
meeting.  Next  meeting  to  be  held  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  April. 

KiTtealdy.  —  Tliil  presbytery  met  at 
Leven  on  tbe  3d  of  February — the  Rev. 
William  Oaihrie,  moderator.  Tbe  clerk 
iniimaied  Uiat  the  Kev.  James  Jenkins  of 
Kinghorn  had  been  removed  by  death  on 
Ibe  11th  of  Jauuary.  The  presbytery 
agreed  to  record  tbeir  deep  sense  of  tbe 
lost  thev  had  enaiained  in  the  death  of 
Mr.  Jenkins,  their  high  estimation  of  his 
cbsracler,  his  abilities,  and  attainmenta, 
their  gratitude  to  God  for  the  good  he  has 
been  ibe  means  of  doing  during  hia  abort 
miniiiry,  and  their  sympathy  with  bis 
relatiree,  his  aged  colleague,  and  congrega- 
llon.  Compeared  Dr.  Bonthron,  Captain 
Larerock,  Messrs.  Patrick  and  Stewart, 
with  a  petition  for  a  moderation  from  the 
congregation  at  Buckhaven.     The  corn- 


stated  that  the  congregation 
were  unanimous  in  their  deaire  for  a 
moderation,  and  had  resolved  to  give  a 
stipend  of  £220  per  annom,  with  manse 
and  garden.    The  presbytery  granted  the 

Eetition,  and  appointed  the  Ue*.  Daniel 
lougtas  to  preach  and  moderate  in  a 
call  on  the  evening  of  Satorday,  the  Slat 
February,  worship  to  begin  st  half-past 
seven  o'clock.  The  proposed  new  scheme 
of  Stipend  Augmentation  waa  conaidcrcd, 
and  the  presbytery  agreed  unanimously  to 
express  their  general  approval  of  it. 

Lanark. — This  preabyten  met  on  the 
3d  February — Rev.  J.  R.  Houston,  mode- 
rator. Read  report  oF  the  mission  at  Forth, 
which  waa  received  and  Iranamitled  to  the 
Home  Mission  Board.  Read  intimation 
that  a  eranC  from  the  Fermanent  Loan 
Fund  of  £500,  at  3j  per  cent.,  repayable 
in  ten  yeara,  bad  been  made  to  tbe  West 
Calder  congregation.  Read  remit  of 
Synod  anent  Bepresentaiive  Assembly , 
Agreed  unanimouily  to  report  as  follows: — 
'Seeing  that  qnestions  affecting  the  por- 
tions of  the  Church  sitnated  in  England 
and  Ireland  are  at  present  nnder  con- 
sideration, which  may  have  for  result  a 
very  considerable  abridgment  both  of 
Synod  membership  and  buaineaa,  the 
presbytery  ia  of  opinion  that  the  matter 
of  a  repreaentHtive  assembly  is  not  at 
present  ripe  for  settlement,  and  should 
therefore  meanwhile  be  postponed.'  Read 
recommendations  of  Synods  Committee 
on  Synod  Clerkainps  remitted  to  preaby- 
teries.  Agreed,  without  note,  to  S,  4,  6 ; 
to  Btiggesc  that  to  I  the  words  be  added, 
'Leaving  to  the  Synod  to  determine  the 
relation  in  which  these  clerks  are  to  stand 
to  each  other;'  to  3,  'Provided  that  each 
presbytery  be  repressnted  on  the  com- 
mittee;' to  6,  'That  the  reports  of  the 
Foreign  and  Home  Secretaries  be  read  at 
an  ordinary  meeting  of  Synod;'  and 
agreed  to  7,  omitting  tbe  phrase  '  unless — 
vote.'  Agreed  to  answer  'No'  to  both  of 
the  Buggeationa  for  the  conaideralioQ  of 
Synod.  Next  meeting  to  be  held  on  the 
Tuesday  after  the  fitih  Sabbath  of  March. 
Mdroae. — Tbia  preshjtery  met  on  the 
3d  of  February — Mr,  Robson,  moderator. 
The  written  examinations  of  Mr.  Brown, 
etadeot,  in  Greek  and  Theology,  were 
reported  on  and  aastained.  He  was  also 
examined  in  Hebrew,  Biblical  Literature, 
and  Charcb  Hiatory,  the  examiners  to 
report  in  April.  Mr.  Stevenaon  stated 
that,  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  January, 
he  had  moderated  in  a  call  at  Stow,  which 
was  unanimous  for  Mr.  John  Wilson, 
M.A.,  minister  of-  Cauongate  Church, 
Edinburgh.  The  call,  which  was  signed 
by  20S  membeTS  and  Bl  adherents,  was 
anstuned,   and    tbe   clerk  instructed   to 
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forward  it  vilh  the  tbhohi  Tor  traDiUtion 
to  the  clerk  of  the  EdiabarKh  PrMbjterj. 
Bsad  circalar  »  to  moiement  to  raiw 
minimnm  iiipend  to  £iOO.  The  presbj- 
tery,  while  ezpresKing  deep  Bympathj 
with  it,  Agreed  to  allow  the  subject  to  lie 
orer  foT  foture  coDBidention.  Proceeded 
to  the  ordination  of  Mi.  Ott  to  the  paBtoial 
charf^  of  East  Bank  Chnreb,  Hanick. 
Mr.  Firilayaon  preached  the  lennon,  and 
Mr.  Robaon  ordained  and  gave  the  nsasl 


The   ■ 


preesiTB,  and  Mr.  Oir  enters  OQ  hia  work 
under  circa m at ancca  of  ereat  bopefnlnesi. 
A.  aocial  meeting  was  held  in  the  church 
at  nigbt,  when  Hr.  Mnir,  moderator  of 
aesaion,  presided,  and  was  presented  with 
a  pnr»e  of  thin;  aovereigni.  Meaan. 
Johnstone  and  Hiaiop  (Glasgow),  Steven- 
Bon  (Uelroce'),  Johnatone  (Free  Churcb, 
Hawick),  beaidei  Mr.  Orr  and  othera,  took 
part  in  the  proceedings.  The  next  meeting 
of  preabjlerj  was  appointed  to  take  place 
at  Melrose  on  the  second  Taesday  of 
March. 

NetneaitU. — The  monthly  meeting  of 
presbytery  was  held  on  Tneadar,  3d  Fi'b- 
ruary.  ll  wat  reported  that  the  congre. 
gstion  of  Hough  ton -le- Spring  had  made 
another  adrance  towards  the  position  of 
self-SDpport ;  and  the  preabjlery  recorded 
its  gratification  at  the  increasing  pro- 
sperity of  the  con^iregation.  Her.  John 
Bogue  reported  his  procedure  JD  the 
moderation  of  a  Call  at  Kedcar,  and  laid 
on  the  table  a  call  addressed  to  Mr.  John 
G.  Train,  signed  by  Si  members  and  SO 
adherents.  The  moderator's  coaduct  was 
approved  and  the  call  sastained.  Bev.  J. 
C.  Weir,  couTener  of  committee  on  Whitby 
title-deeds,  presented  the  report.  After 
deliberation,  it  was  agreed  to  recommend 
the  congregation  to  take  legal  adiice,  at 
the  same  time  iniimatingto  the  congrega- 
tion that  the  preabytery  exonerated  itself 
from  all  pecuniary  risks  and  liabititiea  ih 
the  matter.  Took  np  remit  of  Synod 
anent  formatioa  of  BepreseotatiTe  As- 
sembly. It  waa  moved,  'That  in  present 
circn  instances  it  is  inexpedient  to  give 
any  decision  on  the  subject  of  a  repre- 
seotative  assembly;'  also,  'That  thepres- 
byteij  approves  of  the  formation  of  a 
representative  assembly,  with  provincial 
synods.'    The  letter  motion  waa  carried. 

Orktity. — This  presbytery  met  at  Kirk- 
wall on  the  Sd  February— Ke v.  J.  M. 
Cruickshank,  moderator  pro  tern.     There 

IS  laid  on  the  table  a  call  fron]  the 


gregation  of  South  Ronaldshaj  to  Mr. 
John  Meiklejohn,  preacher,  signed  by  SOO 
members  and  5i  adherenta.    Mr.  Boger. 


n  then  stated  he  bad  preaided  at  the 
congregational  meeting  on  the  SIst  Janu- 
ary, that  the  call   was   unanimous,  and 


that  the  congr^ation  had  agreed  to  gut 
£130  and  manse  ai  their  share  of  tke 
stipend  for  the  first  year,  after  which  Ihej 
hoped  to  be  self-snstsiaing.  The  pieaby- 
leiy  approved  of  Mr.  Bogenon's  coudou 
in  the  moderation.  The  commlisionen, 
Messrs.  Leith  and  W.  T.  Korqnay,  were 
then  heard,  who  stated  that,  alter  tli« 
present  debt  of  jGTG  was  cleared,  and  is 
the  event  of  tbeir  obtaining  a  pastor,  tky 
had  every  prospect  of  being  self-auppeit- 
ing.  It  was  agreed  nnanimoosly  to  los- 
tain  the  call.  Mr.  Bogerson  laid  before 
the  presbytery  a  statement  caneemia^ 
the  church  at  Buriay,  which  is  mnch  ia 
need  of  repairs,  when  the  piesbyterj 
agreed  unanimously  and  cordially  to  re- 
commend the  case  as  a  necessitona  ose  . 
to  the  liberality  of  the  Church  at  large— 
the  estimated  necessary  expenses  b«ll( 
from  £70  to  £100.  In  view  of  an  eppli- 
catton  for  moderation  from  the  Wick  con- 
gregation, it  was  agreed  to  hold  next 
meeting  at  Stromness,  at  6  o'clock,  dl 
the  lOtb. — This  presbytery  again  met  at 
Stromness  on  the  lOth  February— Rev. 
Mr.  Rnnciman,  moderator.  Beadexlrin 
minute  of  conereeational  meeting  held  in 
Wick  on  the  9th  February,  with  petition  to 
the  presbytery  praying  for  a  moderation. 
The  minote  of  meeting  bore  that  the  con- 
gregation had  agreed  to  give  £170,  nitli 
manse  and  ground,  as  stipend  to  com. 
mence  with,  and  that  Messrs.  Malcolm  and 
Miller  had  been  appointed  commiuiontn. 
The  commissioners  stated  that  it  was  tbe 
widh  and  intention  of  the  congregsCion, 
aa  soon  as  practicable,  to  raise  the  stipend 
to  £200  annually.  The;  also  stated  that 
there  was  every  prospect  of  harmony  in 
the  call  they  intended  to  give.  It  wu 
unanimously  agreed  to  grant  the  prayer  oF 
the  petition,  and  Mr.  Beid  was  appointeil 
to  moderate  at  Wick  on  Wedaesilay  the 
S5th,  at  12  o'clock. 

Paisley  ond  Ortenock. — This  presbytery 
met  at  Qreenock  on  asd  December.  A 
call  from  East  Congregation,  Johnstone, 
was  sastained  to  Mr.  Hogh  Gemmil,  and 
from  Trinity  Churcb,  Greenock,  to  Bev. 
John  Toung,  Alloa.  Mr.  John  Campbell 
was  ordained  to  the  nastoral  care  of  St. 
Andrew  Square  Church.  Bev.  D.  Macrae, 
Rev.  W.  M.  Halley,  and  Bev.  J.  E.  I'jfe 
conducted  the  services.  —  This  presby- 
tery again  met,  at  Paisley,  SOth  January 
1874.  Bev.  Andrew  Elder,  called  to 
Parkhead,  Glasgow,  intimated  that  he 
declined  to  accept  the  call.  Granted  a 
moderation  to  Innellan  for  5th  Febmary, 
The  stipend  offered  is  £1B0,  with  manse, 
and  £10  for  expenses.  Mr.  Seliars  and 
Mr.  M'Lean,  students,  gave  discourses, 
which  were  sustained.  Mr.  WalterDuncan 
gave  all  his  trials   for  ordination,  which 
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via  appointed  to  take  pisce  nt  BridgeBd, 
DnmbartoD,  od  the  LOita  Fcbroair.  The 
commuBionen  intimated  that  the  con- 
gregation bad  added  £K  to  the  (tipeDd 
offered.  The  elder  from  Alexandria 
intimated  that  i/Lr.  Dramaioiid'*  tlipend 
hod  been  raised  £30.  On  the  remit  anent 
Sjnod  Clerkahipo,  agree  to  recommend 
that  two  clerta  thoold  be  appointed,  on 
Eucb  tenare  and  salary  ai  the  Sjnod  shall 
determine  ;  that  (he  Committee  on  Bills 
be  reduced  to  half  its  preient  namber; 
chat  two  clerks  in  rotation  shall  hare 
charge  of  the  Sjnod  bnainesB,  assisting 
each  other,  and  that  all  papers  be  sent 
to  the  Synod  premises;  that  foreign 
depaiies  be  heard  on  Wedneidaj  evening ; 
ihst  the  Synod  shall  adjoorn  at  10  instead 
of  9 ;  and  that  its  first  meeting  be  at  I 
o'clock  instead  of  6. 

SttrHng^—Tha  presbylEry  met  on  3d 
February — Rot.  W.  D.  Moffat,  moderator. 
The  clerk  reported  tbe  sapply  that  had 
been  giren  b;  the  members  of  presbyteiy 
dnring  December  and  January.  Receiied 
tbe  certificates  of  Mr.  George  Arnold, 
undeot,  of  attendance  on  tbe  Hall.  Bead 
extract  minute  of  Fresbftery  of  Paisley 
and  Greenock,  sustaining  a  call  totbeRer. 
John  Young  of  Alloa  from  Trinity  Church, 
Greenock.  Mr.  Mntr  stated  that  he  bad 
preached  at  Alloa,  and  iaiimaled  the  call ; 
and  Mr.  Moffat  reported  his  procedure  at 
the  congregational  meeting.  Answers 
Co  the  reasons  of  tranelation  were  banded 
'm  from  Alloa.  Commissioners  from 
(keenoek  and  AlLoa  appeared.  Tbe 
teasooB  and  answers  having  been  read, 
Ur.  Toung  dedated  hi)  acceptance  of  the 
call,  and  tbe  presbytery  accordingly  dis- 
■olred  the  pastoral  relationship  between 
him  and  the  coogregaCion  of  Alloa.  The 
moderator  was  appoinied  to  declare  tbe 
church  vacant,  and  preside  in  the  seB«ioa 
dnriog  the  vacancy.  The  clerk  read  an 
exlraol  minute  of  Glasgow  Presbytery  of 
SBlh  Jsnaary,  statins  that  that  presbytery 
had  sustained  a  coll  from  the  congregation 
of  Campbellfield  Street  to  the  Ber.  W. 
Blair  of  Dunhlane.  The  call,  with  rela- 
tire  documents,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
the  presbytery  appointed  the  Bev.  Jamea 
Mdr  to  preach  at  Dunblane  on  Sabbath 
Gril,  and  intimate  the  call  to  Che  congre- 
llalian,  and  invite  their  appearance  vrith 
aniwera  to  next  meeting  of  presbytery,  to 
beheld  oa  Wednesday,  tbe  ISth  day  of 
February.  The  moderator  was  appointed 
coaTeoer  of  the  Committee  on  Statistics, 
in  room  of  Mr.  Toung.  Took  up  the 
remit  o[  Synod  regarding  the  proposed 
KepreaenCatiTB  Assembly ;  and  after  de- 
iibeTating,  tbe  presbytery  by  a  large 
Kajotity  agreed  to  report  to  the  Syood's 
CammitCee   io  faToor  of  the   proposed 


General  Assembly.    A  draft  constiCntion 

of  TiUlconlcrr  congregation  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  remitted  to  a  committee  for 
consideration.  The  presbytery  agreed  to 
close  the  present  sederant  at  one  o'clock, 
in  order  to  take  part  in  a  religious  service 
in  Yiewfield  Church,  in  connection  with 
the  funeral  of  the  late  Ber.  James  Gil- 
Gllan,  D.D.,  who  for  nearly  half  a  century 
was  tbe  foithfnl  minister  of  ViewSeld 
oongregation,  and  a  highly  asceemed 
member  of  this  presbytery.  Delayed  all 
other  causes  till  next  meeting.— The  pres- 
bytery met  again  on  the  l8Ch  Febmaiy — 
Bev.  W.  D.  Moffat,  moderator.  Mr. 
Muir  stated  tbaC  he  had  preached  aC  Dun- 
blane on  the  8tb  inst.,  and  intimated  the 
eall,  and  presided  over  a  special  meeting 
of  the  congregation,  at  which  commis- 
lionere  were  appainiGd  to  appear  at  the 
presbytery  with  answers  to  the  reasons  of 
translation.  Commisaianers  from  Glas- 
gow and  Dunblane  were  present.  Tbe 
call  was  pat  into  tbe  hands  of  Mr.  Blair, 
and  the  reasons  and  answers  read.  Com- 
missioners were  beard,  when  Mr.  Blair 
stated  that  he  respectfully  declined  the 
eall.  Whereupon  the  presbytery  set 
aside  iibe  call,  and  the  moderator  inti- 
mated the  decision  to  parties  on  either 
side.  Mr.  J,  Bobson-Cowan,  student,  de- 
livered a  discourse  on  2  Tim.  i.  IS,  which, 
a^r  remarks,  was  uaanimouslj  sustained. 
The  moderator  reported  (hat  he  bad 
preacbed  at  Alloa  on  the  Bth  inst.,  and 
mtimaled  that  the  pulpit  had  been  de- 
clared vacant.  Next  meetingwill  be  held 
ontheTthofApriL 

md-Calder.-''The  Hev.  William  Dnn- 
can,  called  to  be  colleague  and  successor 
to  his  uncle,  the  Rev.  Andrew  Duncan. 

Campbellfield,  Glaegow.  —  The  Re». 
William  Blair,  A.M.,  of  Dunblane,  called. 

ienzie,— The  Rev.  B.  R.  Thoui,  of  Free 


A.M.,  preacher,  Glasgow,  called. 

PrirKts  Road,  LiverpooL  —  Tbe  Rev. 
James  Black,  A.M.,  Hamilton,  called. 

Itmellan.  — Mr.  Robert  Henderson,  M.  A., 
probationer,  called. 

South  Ronaidiika.y. — Mr.  John  Meikle- 
john,  A.M.,  Glasgow. 


iTmrict.— Mr.  James  Orr,  A.M.,  B.D., 
was  ordained  to  the  pastorate  of  EasCbaok, 
Bawick,  on  the  3d  f'ebruary. 

Bridgt-aid,  Dumbarton. — Mr.  Walter 
Dancan,  A.M.,  was  ordained  to  the  pas- 
torate of  this  congregation  on  the  10th 
Febniary. 


,  Google 
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Lavritton,  Editiburgk.~Tbe  Ber.Boben 
WUto,  A.M.,  wu  inducted  bb  colleague 
and  SDccestor  to  Rev.  Mr.  Croam  od 
the  I7th  Febrnaiy. 


Died  Bt    PonabeUo,   tbe   Rev.  Jamei 
Oilfillan,    D.D.,    of   Yiewroilh    Charch, 

Stirling. 

Died  M.t  MaDcMine  on  the  ISth  nit.,  the 
ReT.  Darid  Tbomae. 


Thb  BiiQnal  meeting  of  tbia  cburch  was 
held  on  Wedneiday  night,  the  aethJaimBrj 
—the  ReT.  Dr.  Simpaon  in  the  chair.  The 
TariouB  reports  for  tbe  past  year  were  of  a 
highlj  favonrable  character.  It  appeared 
rrom  the  treaanrer'i  statement  that  the 
congregation  had  raised  for  congregalional 
pnrpoaea  £476.  In  addition  to  this,  they 
bad  BDbecribed  towards  the  liquidation  of 
debt  £20S;  90  that,  with  tbe  assistance  of 
friends  St  adisUoce,  tbej  baTe  now  cleared 
off  the  whole  of  their  debt  to  the  Hender- 
son Iioan  Fund,  which  stood  in  Janoary 
IST3  at  £430.  They  hare  also  ledaced 
another  part  of  tbe  debt  £65,  making  a 
rednclion  of  debt  during  1873  of  £515  in 
ali.  Of  the  whole  sum  of  £630  of  floating 
debt  which  Dr.  Simpson  asted  his  con- 
gregation to  make  an  effort  to  pay  off, 
£115  itiU  remains.  Part  of  this  has  been 
promised  by  members  of  tbe  congregation  ; 
bat  as  the  congregation  has  exerted  itself 
to  the  full  measure  of  their  ability,  tbay 
would  feel  thankful  for  Borne  additional 
BBsistsuce  from  friendB  outside  to  enable 


mplete  the  effort.    The 


erage 


Sabbath  coUeclioas  during  the  past  yi 
waa  £4,  Os.  Gfd.,  being  Sa.  higher  per 
Sabbath  than  the  previous  year.  The 
arerage  giving  per  member  is  greatly 
above  that  of  most  congregation  a.  An 
excellent  spirit  seems  to  pervade  the  con- 
gregation ;  and  there  ia  every  prospect, 
with  tbe  blessing  of  Ood,  of  increased 
prosperity. 


BEBTIOES. 

The  Rev.  William  Guthrie  of  Dysart  was 
appointed  to  preach  at  Kinghorn  on 
Sabbath,  2Isl  December,  on  the  occasion 
of  Mr.  Jenkins'  death.  His  forenoon's  dis- 
course waafromPa.lv.  23,  'Cast  thy  harden 
upon  the  Lord,  and  He  shall  sustain  thee;' 
and  in  tbe  afternoon  from  I  Cor,  xv.  14, 
■  If  Christ  be  not  risen,  then  is  onr  preach- 
ing vain,  and  your  faith  is  also  vain.'  Hia 
closing  remarks  ware  the  following  r — 

'Five  years  have  j net  passed  since  Ur. 
Jenkins  preached  to  yoa  for  tbe  first  time. 
He  occupied  this  pnlpit  as  a  proba^oner 


on  tbefirat  and  aeeond  Sabbaths  of  Junsiy 
1869,  received  a  unanimous  call  to  become 
yoar  minister  on  the  SSth  of  that  month, 
and  waa  ordained  on  the  4th  of  May.  In 
him  yon  received  a  minister  who  broaght 
a  whole  heart  and  a  well- disciplined  sad 
richly  furnished  mind  to  the  sacred  vork 
to  which  he  had  consecrated  himself.  He 
owed  much  to  the  early  influence  of  pious 
parents,  and  conld  say  with  the  Fsslmist, 
"  I  am  Thy  servant,  and  tbe  son  of  Thine 
handmaid."  He  waa  one  of  seven  saat, 
all  of  wbom  have  maintained  the  repuU- 
tion  of  tbe  family  for  piety  and  industry, 
Bot  it  became  early  apparent,  from  his 
quiet  and  studious  habits,  hia  docile  dis- 
position, and  his  serious  manner,  llitt 
James  would  fiud  a  suitable  sphere  in  the 
ministry;  and,  perhaps,  the  circumstance 
that  the  nnde  whose  name  he  bore,  and 
who  died  in  IBG7,  was  United  Fresbyterisn 
minister  of  Casllc-Danglas,  as  well  as  lbs 
kindly  encouragement  aod  connael  of  hi) 
parents,  and  of  bis  minister  Dr.  Frew,  biA 
some  weight  in  determining  bim  to  taks 

'In  the  High  School  of  Stirling  be  was 
trained  under  Messrs.  Yonng  and  Mbc- 
doagal,  and  Dr.  Donaldson,  now  of  the 
High  School,  Edinburffb  ;  and  at  the  sg« 
of  15  be  went  to  the  University  of  Glsi- 
gow,  where  be  passed  through  a  curriculiini 
of  five  sessions,  taking  a  high  place  in  all 
his  classes,  especially  in  mathematics  and 
natural  pbilosopby.  He  had.  a  decidcil 
taste  for  mochaoicai  parsaits,  and  hil 
ingetiittty  might  have  fonnd  scope  W 
some  good  purpose  bad  he  chosen  t 
culling  which  makes  demands  on  its 
exercise.  While  staying  at  home  dur- 
ing the  college  recess,  he  amused  him- 
self in  his  leisure  honra  with  various 
mechanical  projects.  For  example,  I 
have  been  told  that  he  constructed  ■ 
camera  obacura,  and  waa  soon  able  to  take 
pbott^raphs  of  the  family.  His  inteoss 
love  of  flowers  aleo  developed  itself  ia 
those  sammer  holidays,  and  we  all  know 
what  a  pleasare  it  gave  him  to  work  in 
his  garden,  and  to  tend  the  plants  iu  bis 
conservatory,  amid  the  pressure  of  boriler 

■In  Angnst  1863  he  began  his  itndies 
at  the  Divinity  Hall,  and  those  of  hil 
fellow-studeuM,  of  whom  I  was  one,  who 
first  enjoyed  bis  friendship  there,  ft'* 
irresistibly  drawn  towards  one  so  amiable 
and  gentle.  During  tbe  last  two  years  of 
his  course  in  divinity  he  was  employed  «» 
a  teacher  in  the  educational  iuitilution  of 
Loretto,  Musselburgh,  the  success  of  which 
was  largely  owing  to  the  leal  and  ability 
with  which  he  discharged  his  duties.  Ii> 
this  capacity  he  occupied  a  good  posilioxi 
and  earned  an  income  much  greater  then 
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be  could  expect  in  the  smatler  eharsM  of 
oar  Cbnrcb.  Bat  be  cheerfallr  made  tbe 
pecnniarj  sacrifice,  for  be  was  rcBoNed 
to  lerre  God  in  che  gospel  of  His  Son ; 
and  being  licensed  b;  Ibe  Fresbfter;  of 
SdrlLiig  4tb  February  1868,  he  received 
and  accepted  jonr  cull  aboat  a  ;ear  after. 
'Tbe  record  of  bis  brief  but  faitbfal  and 
laborious  minislrj  is  indelibly  written  npon 
joor  hearts  and  memories  more  fallj  and 
correctly  than  I  can  give  it.  Ton  know 
ihe  fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  all 
the  parts  of  his  office,  watching  for  jour 
golds  as  one  that  mnst  give  an  account. 
Ton  can  bear  nitneas  to  his  unblemished 
life,  and  to  the  manlj  and  earnest  cbarac- 

impressed  me  in  his  preaching  was  his 
inlenie  conviction  of  the  truth  he  declared, 
and  the  plain,  Incid,  forcible  style  in  whirh 
hedeclared  it ;  and  I  will  always  aasociaCe 
nith  bis  name  and  memory  tbe  words  of 
Uaiab  Ixiii.  1,  "  Mighty  to  save,"  as  the 
Ihems  of  a  poiterful  and  impressive  sermon 
■bich  I  heard  him  preach.  His  pulpit 
Korkvaa  always  nppermost  in  bis  thonghti', 
sod  he  fieqnently  spoke  to  me  about  his 
recent  expositions  of  Isaiah,  the  even- 
gelicsl  prophet.  No  one  has  better  ex- 
empliGed  the  apostle's  words  i  "  We  presch 
not  ourselves,  bnt  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord, 
and  onrsetves  yonr  servants,  for  Jesus' 
tike."  Never  did  be  stand  on  his  dignity, 
or  shirk  the  most  menial  and  toilsome  task 
that  would  in  any  way  further  the  cause 
of  his  Master.  I  have  been  with  btm  on 
>week-day  evening  while  be  was  teaching 
a  large  class  of  children  to  sing  hymns, 
asd  I  have  heard  how  devoted  be  was  to 
his  Sibte  class,  and  how  much  attached 
tbat  class  was  to  him.  In  his  visitation 
frnni  house  to  bouse  be  was  most  assiduoni ; 
ind  I  can  teetifj  that  it  was  his  deepest 
Eorrow  that  numbers  in  this  place  live  in 
neslect  of  religion,  and  that  be  hamed 
vilh  a  strong  desire  to  reach  and  reclaim 
tbe  careless,  especially  tbe  young.  This 
cunimnniij  is  indebted  to  him  for  the  in- 
sliintion  of  a  thriving  saTings'  bank,  and 
for  tbe  deep  ioterest  which  be  took  in 
■hilever  concerned  the  pnblie  good. 

'Tod  know  (hat  in  mentioning  these 
things  I  am  not  speaking  in  terms  of  in- 
Jlscrimiuate  eulogy.  Hot  only  in  King- 
QOrn,  but  tuuotig  his  brethren  in  the 
miniilry  and  others,  jour  pastor  was  knonn 
ts  a  hnmble-minded  Christian,  a  true  and 
<ibli^Qg  friend,  and  a  self-sacrificing,  in- 
defatigable labourer  in  tbe  cause  of  tbe 

'-Tbe circumstances  connected  with  bis 
jut  ilhicBg  and  death  are  somewhat  pain- 
ful for  us  and  those  more  nearly  related 
wUm  to  contemplate.  Yonwerenaturallj 
''>»hig  forward  to  many  yeer^  of  increM- 


ing  nsefninesi — inaamach  as  his  labour* 
were  in  a  la^e  measure  directed  to  tbe 
Tonng,  and  tbe  fruits  of  such  labour  would 
begin  to  appear  in  time — when  be  was 
suddenly  and  nneipectedly  called  away  to 
higher  service. 

"' We  blame  not  dsalli,  iKctnM  he  bsar 


'At  a 


year  when  tne  Bcar- 
tered  members  of  a  family  gather  once 
more  round  tbe  paternal  hearth,  Mr- 
Jenkins  went  to  Stirling,  to  enjoy  a  few 
days  of  well-earned  rest  in  the  society  of 
his  friends.  For  some  time  before,  he  had 
been  preaching  three  tiines  every  Sabbath, 
with  the  view  of  reaching  a  class  in  the 
evening  whom  becooid  not  reach  iii  the 
ordinary  services.  On  the  evening  before  - 
he  left  Einghorn  bis  Bible  class  presented 
him  with  an  inkstsnd,  and  Mrs.  Jenkins 
wiih  s  silver  bread-basket,  and  he  went  off 
next  day  in  the  best  of  spirits.  When  he 
reached  Stirling  be  complained  of  cold  and 
shivering,  and  took  a  little  medicine  ;  but 
there  se«med  to  be  so  little  tbe  matter,  that, 
on  the  second  evening  alter  bis  arrival,  be 
took  tea  with  his  father  and  mother  at  the 
house  of  his  father- at- law,  Mr.  David 
Bennie,  with  whom  be  was  slaying,  and 
on  that  occasion  he  spoke  about  an  ex- 
position he  bad  given  on  the  preceding 
Sabbath  from  Iso.  xlii.  1-4,  saying,  "I 
don't  know  how  the  people  proQted  by  that 
seitDon,  bat  it  has  done  me  a  world  of 
good,  more  than  any  previous  o 


felt  « 


a  (he 


doctor  who  wa^  called  stated 
tbat  be  was  suffering  from  a  nervoos  fever, 
produced,  be  believed,  by  overwork.  It  is 
to  be  feared  tbat  his  illness  was  incurred 
in  the  faithful  discharge  of  duty,  for  he 
had  frequently  betn  at  the  bedside  of 
fever  patients.  After  confinement  to  bed 
for  eight  or  leu  days,  during  which  bis 
friends  bad  bat  little  occasion  for  uneasi- 
ness or  apprehension  of  danger,  be  con- 
sidered himself  convalescent,  and  the  doctor 
allowed  him  to  get  up  for  a  little.  Ev^ry 
symptom  was  favourable  until  Saturday 
morning,  when  the  bursting  of  a  blood- 
vessel produced  an  alarming  change.  In 
the  e  ■       '  ■        •      ?   ■  ■  ■ 


patiei 


illyj  but  this  expectaiiou  was  disappoii 
for  he  gradually  sank,  and  passed  quietly 
away  at  half-past  three  on  Sabbalb  morn- 
ing. 

'He  never  thought  himself  dangerously 
ill,  and  even  a  few  minutes  before  his 
death,  when  his  mother  inquired,  "  James, 
how  do  you  feel?"  he  answered,  "All's 
well."  No  one,  not  even  the  doctor,  sus- 
pected that  Ibe  end  was  so  near.     Mr. 
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Tellowleeg,  sen.,  s  near  neighbour  and  Angus,  he  there  commenced  the  profes- 
friend,  wai  silting  heaide  him  and  offered  uon  of  teftching.  On  bis  father's  death, 
np  a  prater,  to  vhich  the  sufferer  turned  about  ■  ^ear  previoua  to  his  b^iuniiig 
round  and  littened,  and  either  during  tb«  atteudauce  at  the  Unirerait^,  his  fnmilr 
prater,  or  jnst  at  its  dose,  his  spirit  fled,  returned  again  to  Dundee. 
His  brother  Alexander,  who  gare  me  an  From  his  earUest  jears  ha  was  inspired 
account  of  the  closing  scene,  sajs,  "He  with  the  laadable  ambition  of  becoming  s 
nerer  complained  of  pain,  and  I  beliere  preacher  of '  the  glorious  gospel  of  Iba 
he  felt  little  or  nooe  duriog  the  whole  blessed God.'and  from  the  first  heapplied 
time  of  his  illness.  I  was  witb  him  gene-  himself  with  diligence  to  studj,  wbich 
Tall;  twice  a  daj,  and  st  these  iuterriews  resulted  in  disliaction  to  himself  at  erecj 
the  conTeraation  turned  on  his  congrega-  stage  of  his  scholastic  progress.  He 
tiou,  and  the  arrungements  that  were  being  indefatigahl;  wrought  big  wa;  to  ths 
made  for  the  iupplf  of  his  pulpit."  TJniTeraitj,  and  through  the  osnal  Ani 
'Thus,  e*en  to  the  end,  joor  minister  carncalam,  hj  means  of  teaching  and 
bore  your  jnteresu  on  his  heart.  Doubt-  scholarships, — the  unfailing  aids  of  the 
less  It  would  have  been  a  satiafactiou  had  hnmble  Scottish  student.  In  each  year  ha 
he  been  permitted  to  send  you  some  part-  took  a  prominent  place  in  the  Scholarship 
ing  message,  or  to  give  some  sign  that  his  competition  of  our  Chnrch,  being  some- 
hope  was  bright  to  the  close.  Bat  these  times  accredited  with  full  marks  for 
are  not  needed.  He  lived  a  life  of  faith  mathematics  in  these  examinations.  Be 
upon  the  Son  of  Qod,  and  death  was  to  was  successful,  in  bis  last  year  at  lbs 
him  bat  the  bresking  of  a  bright  and  Universitj-,  in  carrying  off  one  of  the 
glorions  day.  His  earl;  remoial  at  the  highest  scholarships  open  to  nodergrads- 
age  of  31,  and  the  suddenness  of  his  call,  ales,  and  that  in  competition  with  the  fint 
are  themselves  a  powerful  sermon  to  all  of  men  not  onl;  of  bis  year,  but  of  the  Uni- 
DB.  His  sun  is  gone  down  while  it  was  veraily,  ha  having  the  beat  arerage  of 
yet  day.  A  happy  borne  has  been  unei-  marks  for  all  the  subjects,  which  wen 
pectedly  broken  np,  and  a  busy  and  useful  those  of  the  Arts  course  along  with  modem 
and  promising  career  suddenly  arrested,  languages.  He  obtained  honours  in  all 
"  Be  ye  also  ready,  for  in  anch  an  bonr  as  his  classes,  and  was  psrticolarly  a  high 
ye  think  not  the  Son  of  man  cometb."'  priseman    in  mathematics    and    natural 

philosophy,  for  botb  of   which  be  mani- 

TBK  I.ATB  MB.  ixEX.  BODOEH,  H.A.*  fested  a  remarkable  specialty.  Only  lail 
It  is  our  aad  yet  cuQSoling  duty  to  notice  year  he  terminated  an  honoorable  and 
the  death  of  Alexander  Rodger,  M.A.  of  diatinguished  TTnirerstty  career  by  grsde- 
Edinbnrgh  TTnirersitj,  and  third  year  ating  at  bis  alToa  maler. 
student  at  our  Theological  Hatl.  In  bim  Bnt  the  excellences  of  bia  private  cha- 
we  have  to  mourn  the  second  of  the  class  rocter,  while  fitting  and  marking  bim  for 
of  that  year  who  has  gone  '  the  way  of  all  the  sacred  profession  to  which  he  had 
the  earth,'  and  whose  place  at  the  Hall  devoted  himself,  endeared  him  to  a  lo^ 
'shall  know  him  no  more.'  Death  cut  circle  of  acqaaintances  even  more  than 
short  the  career  of  this  promising  yonng  his  intellectual  superiority.  Hisamiabilin 
student  on  October  16,  at  HuddersQeld,  and  kindly  geniality  won  for  him  a  higb 
wbitber  he  had  gone  early  in  July  in  the  place  in  the  esteem  and  affections  of  all 
vain  hope  of  recruiting  hia  wasted  strength,  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Abors 
He  has  thus  been  cat  down  in  the  twenty-  ali,  the  deep-toned  Christian  piety  with 
seventh  year  of  bis  age,  his  untimeous  end  which  he  waa  animated  clearly  broi^t 
being  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  Out  the  higb  ideal  of  Christian  perfeclioD, 
sad  and  premature  death  adds  yet  another  to  the  fulness  of  which  it  was  his  constsnl 
to  that  long  list  of '  earnest  students  '  who  endeavoni  to  reach.  By  this  rare  cam- 
by  the  '  wayside  fell  and  perished,'  having  hination  of  gifts  and  graces  he  was  emi- 
succumbed  in  the  lofty  endeavour  to 'do  aentlyfittedtobetbepreceptorof  youtb,no 
noble  things,  not  dream  them,'  in  the  lesstbantbeteacberof tboaeof riperyears, 
domain  of  Utters,  and  in  conflict  with  the  —work  which,  in  a  great  measore,  gars 
world's  evil.  scope  for  and  engaged  alike  the  kindlineis 
Mr.  Rodger  was  a  native  of  Dundee,  in  of  his  natural  disposition  and  the  elevated 
which  town  he  spent  the  first  half  of  his  eameetncas  of  his  character.  Sach  wen 
life,  and  received  the  rudiments  of  bis  displayed  by  bim  in  an  active  and  ussfnl 
'  "■  "'  ■"  ■'  -  '  ■  -  red  to  life,  which  attached  to  him  many  friends 
lupar-  in  Coupar-Angus,  where  he  was  espedollf 
dear  to  Dr.  Marshall  \  in  Japes'  Sqnan 
inoi«noiWv|^oineo(w.i^ra^rBn^  Chorch,  EJiobargh,  in  the  misuoM  sdiool 
f^pS^cMlra  toMr*j"H.  Bei"24  Bank  °^  i»^tb  he  was  a  eealous  and  suocessful 
aim.  labonrer;  and  in  Dundee,  in  whose  High 
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School  and  elKwhcr*  hit  exceUence  and 

devotedneas  of  character  were  aeknoir- 
ledged  Knd  appTecinled.  His  preTailinz 
traits — deciiioa  of  parpose  mud  ferrour  of 
Bpiril — gBTe  chaiacter  and  individnalitj 
to  him,  and,  mellowcdbj  a  pec o liar  gentle- 
nesa  and  benignity  of  lemperameiil,  in- 
Tested  him  with  all  the  influence  neuall; 
accorded  to  reiered  age  alone.  More 
eapeciallj'  did  Ihii  impart  tons  and  point 
to  his  preaching ;  for,  althongh  ncTcr  be- 
jond  the  Junior  Hall,  he  was  on  aeieral 
occMions  called  upon  to  proclaim  the 
nnaearchable  riches  of  Cbriat  from  the 
palpitB  of  our  chnrcfae«,  when  patboa  and 
solemn  imprasaiTeneas  marked  all  his  dia- 
conrees,'BB  well  as  cleameas  and  graap  of 
thonitht ;  for  tht  animating  principles  of 
action  which  impelled  him 'to  acorn  de- 
llEhta  and  live  lahorioas  daya*  in  hia 
effbrta  towards  the  ministr;,  peenliarlj 
manifeeled  thenuelres  at  such  times.  Our 
ehnrches  in  the  eastern  district,  pan icalarlf 
those  of  the  Presbyteries  of  Dundee  and 
Aibroalb,  will  haie  pt easing  reminiacences 
of  the  eloquent  and  vigorous  advocate  of 
the  Hall  Mission  Schemes  for  tbe  last  two 
jeara,  both  of  which  called  forth  the 
enthnsiaam  and  earnest  efforts  of  oar 
brother.  In  this  work  it  wsb  onr  delight 
seieral  times  to  accompany  him,  'For,'  in 
Milton's  figure, 
■W(  vers  nnrted  upon  the  Klfiame  bill,  > 
Fed  the  same  Hock  fay  fOpntaLd,  ahade.  and  rilL* 
Such  a  scene  was  tbe  last  i 


wartoed  in  enforcing  the  claims  of  the 
New  Qnines  scheme.  He  concluded  with 
s  forcible  and  moving  appeal,  to  hasten 
tbe  time  when 


to  bid  Ood-apeed  and  aid  to  the  utmost 
the  noble  Loudon  Miasionary  Society  j  and 
to  foster  and  confirm,  by  their  encourage- 
ment, a  miasionary  spirit  and  seal  among 
the  studBDts  of  oar  own  Church.  Yet  this 
was  bat  the  golden  gleam  of  sonset.  In 
a  week  or  two  he  was  nlterly  prostrated, 
and  when  slight  recovery  gave  rise  to  new 
hope,  he  started  to  spend  July  in  Totk- 
shire  with  friends,  in  the  enpectalion  that 
a  month's  rest  and  change  would  bring 
strength  to  renew  attendance  at  the 
DiTinity  Hall  in  August.  But  this  was 
nener  reaHied.  The  Hall  opened,  and  to 
the  anxious  inquiry  of  friends  it  was 
made  known  that  since  last  session  our 
brother  bad  grown  '  familiar  with  death, 
and  neighbour  lo  the  grave.'  Dr.  Cairns, 
with  his  well-known  conaideralion  and 
Christian    kindness,    wrote    a    letter   of 


Thus  be 


privil^ed  to  speak  from  a  pulpit,  when,  in 
the  foil  strength  and  buoyancy  of  bis  hopc- 
fol  nature,  after  partially  recovering  from 


tbe  earlier  inflaence  of  the  malady 
ultimately  carried  bim  off,  he  prepared  to 
test  tbe  extent  of  his  restored  health  and 
energy.  Togetberwe  set  out  to  the  village 
choich,  in  which  we  were  to  plead  onr 
miaaioD  scbnne ;  and  ou  the  Sabbath 
evening  the  gentle  tones  of  his  voice  rang 
in  vigorous  and  animated  address  a«  he 


priaed   by   I 

lingered  iu  the  graap  of  slow  disease,  and; 
as  might  have  been  expected,  manifested 
true  Christian  calmness  and  resignation  ; 
and  if  not  so  much  eic pressing,  the  strong 
longing  of  the 'apostle  of  having  'adaire 
to  depart,'  yet  always  showing  that  the 
deepest  feeling  of  his  heart  was,  'Not  my 
will,  but  Thine  be  done.'  In  this  state  be 
at  last  literally  '  fell  asleep,'  no  doubt  la 
wake  to  a  brighter,  even  unending  morrow, 
'in  a  brighter,  better  world  than  this.' 
Thus,  as  he  had  prepared  for  the  stage  of 
lower  service  here,  his  ministry  has  been 
raised  to  that  of  the  inner  sanctuary  by 
the  Master's  command, '  Come  np  higher.* 
So  may  bis  bereaved  friends 'sorrow — not 
as  others  who  have  no  hope.'  'It  is  bat 
into  life  we  die.' 


Itotkes  of  Itefo  ^ablwatbns. 


DiiLT  Mbditatiohb.        By   the    Bev. 

Gaosaa  Bown  of  Bombay.    With  In- 

trodaclory   Notice    by    the    Bev.    W. 

HamiA,  D.Dn  Anthorof  The  La*t  Day 

of  our  Lord's  Paetion. 
£dlQbiu^h;  E^lmoDstan  A  Douglas.  ISTS. 
Ah  addiiioual  interest  is  imparted  to  this 
work  by  tbe  prefixed  biogiapbical  sketch, 
fiom  the  practised  pen  of  Dr.  Hanna,  of 
the  remarkable  man  who  is  its  anihor, 
^rom  ii  we  loam  as  follows  i — The  Rev. 
Gsorge  Bowen  is  an  Americau,  who  has 
laboured   as  '    " 


natives  of  Bombay  for  tbe  last  twenty-five 

J'ears.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  was 
ed  to  doubt  the  truth  of  Cbristianity  from 
reading  that  chapter  in  Gibbon's  history 
in  which  he  attempts  lo  account  for  ihe 
spread  of  the  Christian  religion  in  the 
world ;  and  he  became  so  confirmed  an 
infidel,  that  tbe  only  thing  that  astonished 
him  in  Strauss  was  that  tbe  German 
should  take  such  peine  to  disprove  that, 
tbe  falsity  of  which  seemed  lo  him  to  lie 
on  the  very  aurface.  Eleven  years  be  con- 
tinued in  this  state  of  mind,  and  even  tbe 
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death  of  *  dew  friend,  who  in  her  lut 
dayi  nM  cheered  and  Bnpported  bj  failh 
in  the  promiie*  of  Ihe  gospel,  trhile  he 
stood  bj  impoleat  to  offer  »ny  congoUtioD, 
failed  to  make  him  believe  in  a  divine 
TeTelalion.  HoweTer,  what  he  experienced 
then,  logetber  with  the  readiof;  of  a  Bible 
bequeathed  to  him  with  the  dying  reqneat 
that  he  ibonld  BIndy  it,  awakened  in  him 
a  jsarning  after  divine  gaidance,  which 
one  night  before  retiring  to  rest  fonnd 
vent  for  itself  in  the  cry,  '  If  there  is  a 
God  that  notices  ttie  desires  of  men,  I  onlj 
wish  that  He  would  make  known  to  me 
His  will,   and  I  shall  feel  it  mj  higlieat 

Srivilege  to  do  it,  at  whatever  cost.'  Some 
ays  after,  b;  mieloke,  he  brought  home 
from  a  libcarj  a  different  book  from  what 
be  had  asked.  It  was  Patch's  Evidences. 
He  was  irresistihij  drawn  to  read  it. 
When  half  throagh,  he  offered  up  the 
prayer, 'Lord,  help  mine  nnbelief ;'  and 
when  he  had  finished  it,  bis  doubts  were 
removed — he  believed  the  Scriptures. 
These  he  now  studied  as  a  message  from 
the  living  God,  and  the  result  was  a  pub- 
lic profeasion  of  his  faith  in  Christ,  and 
after  some  years  the  offer  of  his  services  lo 
Ihe  Americitn  Mission  Board.  After  the 
first  year  he  would  accept  no  salary,  be- 
lieving that  thus  he  would  have  more  in- 
fluence in  his  sphere  of  labour.  He  is  a 
great  lingnist.  and  a  man  of  much  literary 
culture,  and  for  some  years  he  supported 
iaily  to  ' 
1  still  longer  time 
trusted  to  the  Lord  to  supply  his  need 
withoDt  such  occupation ;  and,  the  editor 
adde,  it  is  unnecessary  to  state  that  he  has 
enoagh  and  to  spare.  While  thus  miirking 
out  bis  own  path  as  the  best  for  him,  he 
is  far  from  considering  it  the  only  right 
way,  or  the  one  which  would  be  universally 
best.  In  addition  to  his  other  labours,  he 
has  been  for  some  years  sole  editor  of 
the  Bombay  Guardian,  and  this  present 
volnme  is  a  selection  from  a  series  of 
'  Hints  and  Comments  '  for  daily  reading 
contributed  by  him  to  that  periodical. 
These  JHediialiona  deserve  to  take  a  high 
place  among  the  works  of  the  class  to 
which  they  belong.  They  are  equally 
marked  by  devoatnEsg  of  feeling  and  fresh- 
ness of  thought,  and  no  one  can  read  them 
without  being  struck  by  their  wealth  of 
apt  and  felicitous  iliustration,  bringing  spi- 
ritual truth  vividly  before  the  mind.  To 
[hose  who  wish  for  such  a  companion  for 
the  year  on  which  we  have  just  entered,  a 
better  or  more  suitable  work  could  scarcely 
be  recommended. 


TbE    EtANOBLICIL   Mi.Qi.ZIKX  AMD 
8IONABT  CbRORICLB. 

London:  Roddei' A  Stonctitan.    18TS. 


Hl8- 


Thb  Chbistian  Tseasukt. 
The  Rcsobmsd  PsBSBiiEniin  Mioi- 

Edlntmi)^ :  Johniloae,  Hunter,  A  Co.  1871. 
Tlie  Emngelicai  Magazine  la  fall  of  matter 
of  much  and  varied  interest.  Besides  home 
and  foreign  intelligence,  and  instructive 
tales,  it  has  articles  by  such  able  writen 
as  Thomas  Binney  and  Baldwin  Brown. 
There  is  prefixed  to  it  an  excellent  portrait 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pennefather,  and  there  ii 
also  given  a  brief  account  of  his  lamented 
death,  and  laborious  and  useful  life. 

The  CkriaUan  Treasury,  both  in  its  ori- 
ginal and  selected  articles,  has  always 
moch  warmth  and  unction.  Averyeicel- 
lent  feature  of  the  msgaaine  is  the  short 
stories  and  selections  from  the  writii^  of 
the  good  men  of  other  days.  We  have  in 
this  number  a  capital  frontispiece — ihe 
subject  being  the  High  Cbnrch,  Glssgow. 
The  Reformed  Presbyterian  Magaata 
has  a  number  of  papers  of  general  end 
denominational  interest,  and  appropriately 
one  on  'Bolbwell  Bridge.'  There  is  s 
vigoroos  letter  from  Mr.  Rowatc  on  the 
use  of  hymns  in  public  worship.  It  seems 
this  question  is  beginning  to  be  agitated 
in  the  denomination,  and  there  is  diveriily 
afopiniaaon  the  subject.  Into  the  per- 
sonal aspects  of  the  disenasion,  of  eourse, 
it  is  not  for  ns  to  enter,  but  it  seems  to  us 
that  Mr.  Rowatt's  arguments  are  quite  con- 
clusive. However  admirable  the  Psalms 
of  David  are,  as  belonging  to  a  previoaa 
period  of  Church  life,  they  cannot  be  ex- 

Eected  to  express  the  whole  range  of 
Christian  faith  and  experieiice. 

IvAB  Fafop,  thbRcssian  Fbasaht-  "Br 
the  Author  of  Biddy  ike  Maid  oj  "u 
Work,  etc.  etc  . 

DoCTos  Dun  B  AK,  Elsie'sTki  al,  amii  Bbll 
Maitland.    By  M.  C.  Hoo«. 

Edlobnrgh:  WUUua  OUphsot  £  Co.    1879. 
THESBbookspossesswbat young eyeslofe  - 


bnt  wbiiat  the  one  has  all  the  moral  ex- 
cellences of  its  predecessors,  it  seems  to 
us  to  move  on  more  briskly.  How  cheerily 
it  begins]  'Across  a  broad,  Ba^  sunny 
plain,  the  even  monotony  of  which  wa> 
imbroken  by  a  single  hillock,  come  .ll>B 
music  of  a  peal  of  bells.  Beaatiful  hells 
they  must  have  been,  with  plenty  of  silver 
in  tbeir  composition,  for  there  was  no  trace 
of  baser  metal  in  their  sweet,  melodtonl 
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Dodor  DmboT  ii  an  admirable  chane-  imilet,  and  not  niih  learg,  it  does  iu  work 
tcT.  Here  he  it:  'Oreat  lonli  ai  wti\  a*  all  the  batter.  Sorelj  the  /onng  folk  of 
great  bodies  are  snbject 'to  the  imall  trial)  our  anthor'i  acquaintance  mnal  be  stoat 
and  p«ttj  troables  of  which  small  onei  are  little  (beotogiaas  if  thej  hare  ted  bim  to 
the  victims.  Now,  onr  beioiras  Bcarcelj  a  think  thej  wonld  conrageouslj  proceed 
hero  Bt  alL  He  was  neither  a  great  doctor,  after  a  greeting  like  this  1  Mr.  Wilson  has 
nor  poet,  nor  matbemalician,  nor  even  a  not  pnt  his  best  fool  first  certaiolj,  but 
great  philanthropist ;  and  yet  we  are  well  those  wbo  perserere  will  be  rewsided. 
jiiatified  in  affinaiitg  that  he  bad  a  oreat  Still,  we  think,  be  errs  io  addressing  - 
Bonl,— a  aonl  in  perfect  harmony  with  his  children  rather  from  a  certain  theological 
physical  frame,  which,  as  we  know,  was  standpoint  than  from  the  Jjroader  Kroand 
Jsrge  and  tangled,  and  what  Peter  Watt  of  the  principles  and  feelings  which,  as 
called  "ill-shs^eD  ihegether,"  Now  this  children,  thej  possess  and  can  easily 
>ss  reij  much  the  character  of  his  moral  nndersland,  and  thus  bringing  them  to 
nUnre  too.  .  -  .  But  ncTertheleis,  they  Jesus.  Undoabtedly,  with  all  its  ex- 
knew  that  he  nerer  did  an  unkind  action,  celleaces,    the    book   wonld    haTe    been 

or  said  an  unkind  word,  and  that  he  prao-  

tiaed  none  of  these  little  meannesses  and 

quirks,   either  on  his  patients  or  on  his  

fellow-creatares,   which   are   so    frequent 

among  men.'    The  other  two  stories  are  Htmfb  to  thb  Blxbsed  Tarairt.    By 

lUoiery  interesting,  and  good 'for  the  use  Bex.  Jokw  QutMKLL,  A.M. 

of  edifying.'  Edtabnrsli!  Haclaren  A  MacnlTen. 

Thb   poet  Wordsworth  takes  somewhat 

TnEGoBPELANDlTsFsiTlTa:  A  Book  for  ele rated  views  of  humanity,  and  amiably 

the  Yam^     By  Eb».  J.  H.  Wilooet,  affirms  that  'many  are  the  poets  sown  by 

Barclay  Church,  EdinborRh.  nature.'     Doubtless  be  is  a  high  authority 

London:  J.me.  Nl,l«t  *  Co.    18T*.  on  such  a  subject,  neTerlheless  we  humbly 

Thb  energetic  and  laborious  minister  of  ftel  inclined  to  differ  from  him.    Bather 

the  Barclay  Church  is  already  favonrably  we  think  ha  ought  to  have  said,  '  Many 

known  as  a  writer  to  the  youn^.    His  two  g,n  the  people  sown  by  nature  who  imagine 

previous  books  have  found  wide  accept-  th«y  are  poels,  bnt  are  quite  mistaken.' 

inoe,  and  this,  thongh  io  the  same  line,  is  yf^  „e  not  sure  whether  Mr.  Gemmell 

u  improvement  on  Ihera.    We  find  the  belongs  to  this  doss,  for  his  preface   is 

same  earaestnesa  of  purpose,  cleoraess  of  yery  modest.    He  tells  us  that  the  writing 

arrangement,  simplicity  of  language,  and  of  these  hymns  bos  refreshed  him  in  the 

wealth  of   illustration,   drawn  not  from  house  of  his  pilgrimage,  and  if  they  refresh 

books  only,  but  from  the  familiar  scenes  others  he  will   rejoice.      People   are  so 

of  everyday   life  — but   all  in   a  higher  differently  affected  that  it  is  difficult  to 

degree.     The  book  is  iUtistrated  with  well-  ,fl3rm  what  may  and  what  may  not  be  a 

eiecnted  woodcuts ;  there  are  appropriate  means  of  refreshment,   and  it    is    qnite 

prayers  and  hymns,  with  masic,  in  connec-  possible  there  are  not  a  few  who  wiU  find 

lion  with  each  discourse ;  and  altogether  it  enjoyment  in  these  pages.    We  fear,  how- 

I!  a  book  that  will  find  a  welcome  in  many  aver,  that  these  hymns  will  not  touch  and 

a  Christian  home,  and  help  many  a  Chris-  keep  the  Church's  heart,  albeit  the  inten- 

tian  parent  to  spend  a  profitable  evening  tion  and  sentiments  are  unexceptionable, 

with  his  family.  Lines  like  the  following  are  not  likely  lo 

At  the  same  time  we  ore  fat  from  think-  find  a  place  side  by  side  with  established 

ing'that  as  a  book  for  children  it  is  perfect,  favourite*  :— 


la  light  lossther 


He  who  writes  for  children  after  the  best  ,n.v.i..m     i.t.    -uici .. 
fashion  charms  and  wins ;  but  the  charm-  A^^e'pnfrawt'^'ibj'fe 
ing  and  the  winning  is  not  Mr.  Wilson's  Not  BtparroHiatoainiBii, 
forte.    Thus,  at  the  very  outset,  he  says;  i" "  1'^°^.,^ S'',." "".:    . 
'There  can  bo  no   doubt  of   this,   that,  Bw£y¥Ctan^^- 
like  other  unconverted  sinners,  children  ._.           ,      -   ,         , 
iu  their  natural  state  are  Im.    The  fact  ^°  """ """  '"formed  as  a  matter  of  feot- 
that  they  are  children,  and  not  men  and  "That  tbs  rh-gin  mother  U7 
women,  does  not  make  them  aaixd,  does  °° •  ""'^ ""P  '^ '"J'' 
not  mate  them  si^e;  andif  no!  sawed,  then  Mr.  Gemmell  may  be  an  able  man  and 
there  is  just  the  other  way  of  it — they  admirable  minister,  but  he  is  certainly  not 
are  IiM.'     Experienced  and   affectionate  among  the  poets.     His  little  book,  haw- 
mothers,  when  Iheyareunder  the  necessity  ever,  is  beautifully  got  up;  all  that  the 
of  administering  unweloome  medicine  to  best  of  paper,  printing,  and  embellishment 
their  children,  pot   it  ai  attractively   as  can  do  for  it  has  been  done,  so  that,  if  it  is 
possible ;  and  if  the  potion  is  taken  with  not  a  poem,  it  is  at  least  a  pictnre. 
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DISESTABLISHMENT  AND  DISENDOWMENT. 
The  second  of  the  pampblets  iisued  by  the  Synod's  Committee  on  Disestablish- 
meat  ia  by  Mr.  Hntton.  Mr.  HuttoD  has  a  recognised  position  in  reference  to  tMs 
question.  He  is  sapposed  to  represent  what  have  been  called  '  the  extreme  Tolim- 
t&ries;'  and  perhaps  there  are  those  who  turned  to  his  pamphlet  somewhit 
apprehenmye  of  meeUng  statemeots  with  which,  erm  as  Totuntaries,  they  could 
not  agree.  On  perusal,  however,  it  wiU  be  found  to  be  judicially  calm.  li  tatcg 
the  form  of  an  indictment,  and  in  support  of  it  we  have  an  arrsij  of  historical 
facto  set  forth  with  singular  ability  and  assured  acqaaintance  with  the  subject 
'  The  Eirk '  has  failed,  '  and  it  is  to  the  fact  of  State  eonnection  that  the  failure  of 
three  centories  is  due.  Ordinary  defects  of  human  nature  account  for  faikres 
enongb ;  but  when  these  are  erabodied  in  a  system  represented  by  royalty  sod 
made  attractive  by  fashion,  as  well  as  binding  by  law  and  potent  by  the  golden 
lure  of  endowment,  their  in^uence  cannot  be  calculated.' 

A  charge  cursonly  brought  against  Voluntaryism  is  that  if  has  failed.  It  vili 
be  tune  enough  to  urge  that  charge  when  it  has  a  fair  field,  and  ite  opposite  no 
favour.  We  meet  occasionally  with  those  stinging  sentences  characteristic  of 
Mr.  Hutton.  No  man  more  strictly  defends  the  rights  of  the  Christian  people 
than  he,  but  here  ia  a  sentence  which  shows  he  is  not  insensible  to  their  defects : 
'Then,  and  only  then,  ita  members  will  have  the  liberty  they  aoA,  to  choou 
tiieir  own  ministers,  and  thepriviUge  they  have  not  yet  eougkt,  ofsapporling  them.' 

The  Establishment,  also,  is  on  the  defenravs.  A  wealthy  gentleman  of  the 
came  of  Peek,  belonging  to  the  Church  of  England,  lately  offered  three  priiea  ot 
£400,  £200,  and  £1D0  respectively,  for  the  best  essays  in  defence  of  Charch 
Establishmente.  A  large  response  was  made ;  101  essays  were  sent  in,  weighing 
two  and  a  half  owts. !  The  ground  taken  by  easayist.No.  1,  as  to  the  scriptirsl 
nature  of  Establisbments,  is, '  that  they  are  not  unwarranted  by  Scriptmre.'  Thna 
the  whole  questioo  is  made  one  of  mere  expediency ! 

A  paper  on  '  The  Future  Support  of  the  Gospel  Miaisliry,'  by  the  late  Bishop 
Bwing^n  vol.  iii.  of  his  Present  Day  Papert,  is  worthy  of  notice  in  this  connec- 
tion. He  is  bitterly  opposed  to  VoluotMyista,  and  moat  unworthily  and  unww- 
rantably  affirms  that  no  gentleman  can  be  a  Voluntary  minister.  But  then  it  does 
not  consist  With  bia  ides  of  Christianity  to  have  it  estAbUshed,  and  its  claime  en- 
forced by  .law.  How,  then,  is  the  miniaUr  to  be  supported  ?  By  voluntary  endow- 
ments on  the  part  of  the  wealthy!  And  going  on  in  this  vein,  he  comes  to  tbe 
conclusion  that  ideal  Voluntaryism  is  most  truly  Christian,  inasmuch  as  it  is  love 
gratefully  giving  for  what  it  joyfully  receives.  But  ia  not  ideal  Voluntaryisoi  jurt 
the  kind  of  Voluntaryism  which  we  advocate?  And  the  more  we  have  of  real 
heart  religion,  which  is  love,  the  more  sweetly  will  our  systeoi  work.  Establiah- 
ments  may  exist  on  mere  formality ;  Voluntaryism  can  flourish  only  where  there 
is  life— the  life  of  the  soul.  And  when  we  have  life  more  abundantly,  thoee 
wretched  shifts  and  straits  to  which  unendowed  chnrchea  have  too  often  been 
reduced,  and  which  so  stir  the  Bishop's  sonl  and  blind  bis  vision,  will  be  abandoned 
as  incongruous,  unworthy,  and  unneceaaary. 

SABBATH  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 
Among  the  many  forms  of  religions  acijvitv  by  which  onr  age  is  charaeteriied, 
none  is  more  pleasing  than  tJiat  of  the  Sabbath-school  teacher's.  It  does  one'a 
heart  good  to  think  of  the  great  amount  of  earnest  and  loving  labour  expended  is 
this  direction.  Many  young  persons,  whose  energies  are  much  absorbed  by  bird 
and  honourable  work  duriog  the  week,  devote  an  hour  or  two  on  Sabbath  to 
teaching  the  young,  and  often  in  circumstances  peculiarly  trying.  Our  Churchtt 
bkve  not  yet  fully  realized  the  vast  importance  of  this  kind  of  labour,  and  giveo  it 
that  earnest  consideration  which  it  deeervea.  Onr  American  brethren  may  teach 
us  a  lesson  in  this  respect.  To  the  young  of  the  floc^  they  devote  their  best  eoer- 
gi«e,  and  endeavour  to  secure  the  moat  suitable  premises,  uie  most  skilful  teachen, 
and  the  moat  delightful  services.     Still,  if  all  ia  not  with  na  in  this  respect  u  it 
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might  be,  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  all  the  Chnrcbea  are  actively  engaged,  and 
iiDOTOTeiaent  in  many  directioua  being  sought  and  made. 

We  hare  before  na  the  Report  of  the  Provisional  Board  of  Maoagement  of  the 
National  Sabbat  School  Dmon  of  SooUand,  from  which  we  gather  the  following 

iaterestiiig  statiaticB : — 

'1.  The  Established  Church  has  in  coonectioa  with  it  1,610  schools,  13,534 
teaches,  and  173,381  scholars,  being  a  decrease  fromtheformer  year  of  43  schools, 
90  teacheia,  and  2,200  scholar. 

'2,  The  Free  Church  has  2,614  sohooU,  13,616  teachers,  and  151,848  scholars, 
being  a  decrease  from' the  former  year  of  76  eohools,  210  teachers,  and  5,699 
echolars. 

.  '3.  The  United  Fresbyterian  Church  has  10,670  teachers  and  106,500  scholars, 
being  an  inoiease  from  the  former  year  of  S58  teachers  and  3,722  scholars. 

'  Aa  the  ohnrches  of  other  denominations  do  not  publish  similar  statiatica,  the 
Board  are  not  able  to  embody  them  ia  this  Report.' 

We  have  also  received  the  always  interesting  Report  of  Hr.  Inglis,  the  indefa- 
tigable agent  of  the  Scottish  Sabbath  School  Misaioa.  Mr,  In^is'  powers  of 
a^;aaizUion,  and  of  interesting  both  teachers  and  scholars  in  this  work|  are  very 
great.  If  hie  Report  is  not  qnite  so  hopeful  in  ite  tone  as  could  have  been  wished, 
the  rarad  changes  in  our  mining  diatricta,  the  apathy  of  parents  in  onr  agricul- 
tural diatricti,  and  carelesenesa  od  the  part  of  many  who  might  and  ought  to  be 
eamestir  engaged,  only  too  well  account  for  it.  The  call  to  work  is  urgent,  and  all, 
as  they  love  the  stability  and  welfare  of  their  Church  and  country,  ought  to  engage 
in  it.  If  there  is  neglect  on  our  part,  there  is  startling  earnestness  on  the  part  of 
others.  I'he  enemy  is  sowing  tares,  and  we  need  to  be  diligent  in  sowing  whea£. 
Tha  High  Ghnrch  party  are  fuUy  aware  of  the  vast  importance  of  getting  hold  tA 
the  young.  Their  chapels,  in  many  instances,  are  really  schools;  and  with  un- 
flagging diligence  and  zeal  do  members  of  tjiis  party  go  to  ragged  homes,  and 
by  meana  of  the  atti^otionB  of  cheap  iostmction,  and  someUmes  ottter  oonsidera- 
tioDS,  tfaey  are  compelling  many  to  come  in.  It  need  not  surprise  us  soon  to  find 
a  geDeration  aiaonget  us  prepared  to  abandon  the  religion  of  Knoz,  and  plant  tiiat 
a!  gaudy  rites  and  ceremonies. 

THE  ASHANTEE  WAR. 
Enqland  has  for  some  time  been  engaged  in  one  of  those  wars  which  everybody 
deprecQ^'  and  deplorea.  The  war  with  the  Aahautees  ia  carried  on  at  enormous 
^nnseand  wi^  iifimenBe  difficulty,  and  even  victory  over  such  a  foe  has  no  glory. 
Wlmllitits'cawe?  Amid  ihe  complicated  arrangements  or  disarrangements  of 
matters  it  is  not  evsy  to  arrive  at  the  truth.  Opinions  diSer.  Some  affirm  that  it 
ia  wtjrely  owing  to  the  Adiantees  reeistjng  the  legitimate  claims  of  our  Gorern- 
iDent ;  while  others  aver  that  it  is  owing  to  their  being  deprived  of  their  rightful 
way  to  the  coast.  That  the  Government  of  Mr.  Gladstone  felt  not  quite  satisfied 
about  it  might  be  gathered  from  his  assurance  that,  in  the  event  of  their  oontinu- 
aoce  in  power,  all  unnecessary  complications  would  be  avoided  in  the  future.  A 
Christian  natiini  should  use  ita  utmost  endeavours  to  avoid  all  causes  of  war  with 
woh  a  people.  Circumstances,  indeed,  may  render  it  necessary  ;  but  our  part  is  to 
go  to  them,  not  with  the  ewoid,  but  the  Bible — not  as  ministers  of  vengeance,  but 


THE  BE'SbNT  elections. 
We  ItTB  in  the  time  of  surprises.  How  much  we  were  all  talen  by  aurprise  at  the 
anooDDcement  that '  Parliament  was  dissolved ; '  and  how  much  men  of  all  ahadee 
of  politics  are  surprised  at  the  result  of  the  appeal  that  was  made  to  the  country  ! 
Hau  a  hundred  Tory  gsioa  I  Such  is  the  result,  and  we  all  hold  up  our  hands  in 
tstoniahment.  Has  t^e  country  suddenly  become  Conaervative,  and  resolved  to 
retrace  its  steps?  And  if  so,  what  is  the  cause?  You  will  hoar  one  person 
Vfing  Gladstone  went  too  far,  aod  find  another  equally  certain  that  he  did  not 
go  far  enough.  One  paper  of  power  and  influence  ascribes  the  reaction  to  a 
miiture  of  timidity  and  beer.  And  when  we  consider  the  alarm  that  haia  been 
uioaed  by  t^e  unsettled  state  of  the  relations  between  capital  aud  labour,  and  the 
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overgrown  power  of  the  publicans  in  England,  we  see  reason  for  the  afflnnation. 
The  Charcb  queetioD,  however,  has  largely  to  do  with  it.  In  Scotland,  the  potrer 
of  the  Establishment  is  feeble  and  shadowy  compared  with  that  of  her  BUter  Id 
England.  She  baa  a  hold  on  the  people  from  various  eaases,  worthj  and  ud- 
worthj,  of  marvellous  potencj.  And  the  GoTernment  that  dared  to  discetablisli 
the  Church  of  Ireland  was  certain  to  meet  the  fiercest  oppoeitiou  from  all  vho 
wished  to  avert  the  poesibility  of  sach  a  fate  overtaking  the  Church  of  England. 

OBITUARY. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Livingstone's  death  has  been  confirmed.  It  was  hoped  Sat, 
similar  reports  having  been  bo  often  proved  false,  it  might  be  ho  with  this  one 
also.  But,  alas !  it  ia  only  too  ttae,  and  the  braTe  man  has  fallen  a  victim  to  his 
own  daring.  In  bis  first  great  journey  he  was  taken  ill  twenty-seven  times  witb 
ague,  on  account  of  the  nature  of  the  ground  he  bad  to  traverse.  And  now  at 
length  he  has  fallen  before  this  foe,  his  death  being  caused  by  iUness  brooghtoa 
by  reason  of  his  long  journeying  in  marshes  and  in  water  up  to  the  waist.  Stiange 
that  a  life  exposed  to  so  many  dangers  from  wild  beasts  and  savage  men  shaald 
have  escaped  these,  only  to  be  destroyed,  however,  by  as  fell  a  foe.  This  is  not  the 
place  to  rehearse  the  story  of  his  life,  however  briefly,  but  it  is  one  which  hia 
countrymen  will  hold  in  honourable  and  lasting  remembrance ;  and  had  he  oolj 
been  allowed  to  visit  these  shores,  sach  a  welcome  would  have  been  bis — the  otK« 
humble  weaver-student  and  obscure  missionaiy — as  might  have  rejoiced  the  bean 
of  any  of  earth's  most  favoured  sons. 

A  man  of  a  different  character  and  career  has  also  been  called  away.  Dr.  F, 
Strauss  died  at  Ludwigsburg  on  the  evening  of  Sabbath  the  8th  nit.  He  standa  at 
the  head  of  a  claaa  of  philosophers  and  theologians  who  have  devoted  their  ntntoBt 
eSorta  towards  ratUmalizing,  sa  they  tbink,  the  Word  of  God.  His  Life  of  Jesa, 
published  when  be  was  twenty-seven  years  of  a^,  is  an  attempt  to  show  that  most 
of  the  teaching  of  the  Gospels  is  merely  allegorical.  He  does  not  deny  the  exist- 
ence of  a  historical  Christ,  but  the  Christ  of  the  Grospela  is  so  represented  as  to  have 
BO  resemblance,  or  very  little,  to  the  original.  As  he  advanced  in  years  he  went 
still  further  in  the  same  direction.  In  his  booh,  published  eighteen  montha  ago, 
The  Old  Faith  and  the  Nev),  he  avers  that  there  is  no  snch  thin^  as  true  Christian 
faith  in  existence, —that  in  reality  the  only'worship  that  obtains  is  that  of  the 
KosmoH  or  Universe.  His  writings  have  had  great  influence  in  his  own  conntiT, 
and  have  also  been  largely  felt  in  this.  Such  books  ss  Matthew  Arnold's 
lAteratare  and  Dogma  are  evidently  written  after  the  manner  of  SCraoss.  Th 
Stream  nf  Tendency  that  makes  far  Righteoumas,  and  The  Worship  of  the  Univenf, 
have  a  common  fellowship,  and  that  is  one  of  dreair  atbeisui.  And  this  is  the  line 
on  which  the  battle  is  to  be  fought  out  in  these  ijaya  between  believers  and  un- 
believers. The  question  is  not  as  to  matters  of  detail,  however  important,  but  one 
of  vital  moment ;  it  is  whether  there  is  a  great  Supreme  Being,  Maker  and  Buler 
of  all;  whether,  indeed,  the  very  conception,  not  to  say  existence,  of  auchaBeingis 
possible.  It  verily  is  a  great  warfare ;  but  God  will  arise  and  plead  His  own  cause. 

France  has  also  lost  one  of  her  most  distingnished  characters,  M.  Michelet  de- 
parted this  life  on  the  10th  ult.,  at  the  ripe  age  of  78.  He  was  famous  chiefly  as 
a  historian,  bat  he  had  also  won  renown  as  a  delightful  naturalist  and  briluant 

Klitician.  His  ruling  paasioD  was  hatred  of  the  Jesttits.  From  the  chair  whicii 
oecnpied  and  adorned  as  Professor  of  Histery  be  thundered  agaiust  them,  te  the 
great  enjoyment  of  his  youthful  audience.  In  one  of  his  publications  especiallj, 
wtuch  one  reads  almost  with  a  feeling  of  shame,  devoted  to  an  exposure  of  theu 
domestic  doings,  he  sets  forth  their  oblique  and  abominable  ways  with  t«rrible 
power  and  merciless  severity,  '  Past  feeling '  is  the  wbefnl  condition  of  some 
men,  as  described  in  the  book  of  truth.  Had  the  members  of  the  sadly  misnamed 
'  Society  of  Jesus '  not  been  chronically  in  this  state,  they  had  died  for  very  shame 
after  the  annihilating  ridicnle  of  Pascal  and  the  tramendons  exposiot  Michelet, 
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'  Lo,  tke  winter  'u  past,  tlie  rain  is 
Ihe  time  of  the  einging  of  birds  i 
t&nd.' — Sons  of  Solokon  u.  II,  12. 

Mam  is  oaaociatcd  mysteriously  with  the  natural  wwld.  We  all  feel  that  we 
are-  sot  ideatified  in  our  being  with  jnanimate  Datare.  The  spMt  which  is 
■ithin  OB  asserte  it»  owd  distiDctoesB,  and  teacbee  us  to  claim  for  ourselves 
aa  existence  otbeE  and  higher  than  that  which  we  see  in  ten  thousand  forma 
of  beaaty  and  o£  OBefHluess  arooncl  ng.  Yet,  though  we  can  never  rank  our- 
Eelves  in  the  same  order  of  beings,  as  that  to  which  the  trees,  and  Mds,  and 
flowsrs,  and  stars  belongs  we  are  as  unable,  on  the  other  hand,  wholly  to 
se?er  oufselves  from  the  gteat  world  «f  nature.  The  bonds  of  connection 
between  ns  and  that  tu«  deei>  and  subtle.  From  inanimate  and  onconScious 
Utiogs  there  -come  influences  which,  all  mysterious  though  the  process  be, 
reacb  to  oar  dsepeat  epirit,  and  that  can  touch  ns,  As  il  at  will,  with  gladness 
or  with  gloom.  The  sympathy,  it  may  be,  is  all  on  our  aide.  The  glorious 
face  of  the  etar-lit  heavens,  into  which  we  gaze  with  awe,  may  be  all  uu- 
moied  by  one  smiling  or  our  tears — it  nuky  matter  nothing  to  the  serene 
mountain  how  the  sons  ef  men  comport  themselreB  in  its  presence ;  but  not. 
tlie  less  will  aasociatioos  that  enter  into  and  give  colour  to  our  niost  real  life 
coDoect  themselves  with  them.. 

It  is  net  for  a  humble  end  that  Ood  haa  so  pnt  us  spiritual  cceatures  in  a 
relstiea  which,  is^  felt  tmd  ewn«d  with  nature.  The  spirit  of  sympathy 
vhich  goes  foctb.  from  mau,  and  broods  over  and  even  loves  that  which 
is  not  like  itself,  but  of  the  '  earth  earthy,'  can  teach  as  lessons  of  the 
truest  wisdom.  Nature  is  fnU  of  spiritnal  meanings  to  him  who.  can  discern 
BtHhtnal  things.  ^  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God,  thn  firmament 
^oweth  His.  handiwork  :  day  nnto  day  utiereth  speech,  night  unto  night 
slioweth  Jcnowledge-'  It  is  true  there  is  '  no  speech  nor  language' — the 
'  Toicft'  ei  these  earnest  and  most  patient  teachens  '  ia  not  heard ' — not 
Bodibly  and  artieidately  do  the;^  address  their  lessons  to  ua ;  but  not  less 
traly  are  they  ever  giving  forth  deep  meauiogSy  which  the  listening,  watchful, 
^negt  spirit  may  catch  sad  knojw :. 
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'  In  Beasoa's  ear  Ihej  all  Tejoiosi 
And  utter  forth  a  glorions  Toice ; 
For  eTBr  dnging  bb  they  shine, — 
The  ^aud  thai  made  ns  is  divine.' 

Yes ;  it  ia  not  an  idle  fancy  to  which  the  poet  gives  expression,  nlien  he 
speaks  of  findii^ 

'  TaagOBB  In  Ireesi,  books  In  ths  rnnninK  brooks^ 
Sermons  in  stones,  and  good  in  evBrything.' 

The  '  eye,  which  brings  the  power  of  eeeing,'  has  in  natnre  a  (snbordioale, 
it  is  true,  bat  still  real  and  great)  revelation  or  God.  Not  a  soand  nor 
Bight,  not  a  colonr  or  form,  but  may  be,  even  in  its  transitoiiness,  the  embleni 
to  as  of  things  nnseen  and  eternal.  Earth,  and  sea,  and  sky,  and  all  that 
tbey  contain,  have  lessons  for  ua. 

Now  the  words  of  onr  text  express  the  sympathy  which  man  has  with 
natnre.  We  have  in  them  the  true  thrill  wtach  clear-seeing,  deep-feelii^ 
sonls  have  ever  lelt  when  touched  by  the  beanties  and  the  meanings  of  Ibc 
onter  world.  The  beanty  and  the  meaning  which  inspired  these  words  of 
Solomon  are  spread  before  ns  now  :  '  The  winter  is  past ;  the  time  of  the 
singing  of  birds  is  oeme.'  Ged  in  Uis  goodness  has  Isronght  ronnd  the 
ti^pring  again,  end  has  spared  ns  to  see  it.  As  we  feel  its  breath  upon  ns, 
breathing  balmier  every  day,  let  us  seek  t»  feel  its  meanings.  lis  glad 
voice  is  speaking  to  ns  of  many  things,— of  things  spiritnal  as  well  as  thiDga 
carnal,  things  highest  as  we31  as  things  lowest.  My  object  is  to  state  some 
of  the  lessons  which  the  advent  of  spring  has  to  teach  ns ;  aid. 

First,  It  speaks  to  us  all  of  Gods  goodness. 

We  do  not  need,  in  the  first  step  at  least,  to  fall  back  npea  analogy  in 
order  to  have  suggested  to  na  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  by  the  retnro  of 
spring.  We  have  it  shown  forth  literally  in  the  fact  itself.  He  who  hai 
promised  that,  *  while  the  earth  remaineth,  seed-lime  and  harvest,  and 
snmmer  and  winter,  and  cold  and  heat,  and  day  and  night,  shall  not  cease,' 
has  again  in  onr  experience  proved  Hia  faithfulness.  <  The  everlasting  God, 
the  Lord,  the  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth,  fainteth  not,  aeither  is  weary ;' 
and  in  this  present  exercise  of  His  soveFeign  power  there  is  not  me  of  ns  hot 
has  cause  t«  r^oice.  The  winter  may  have  been  with  ns  a  pleasant  time. 
Its  long  nights,  its  bitter  cold,  its  sternness  as  it  swayed  the  world  ont  of 
doors,  may  have  made  dearer  to  us  the  fireside,  and  knit  closer  ta  oar  hearts 
the  beloved  circle  who  have  cheered  it  for  ua.  The  sighing  of  the  wind,  the 
roaring  of  the  sea,  the  distress  of  the  poorly  clad  and  poorly  boosed,  may 
have  givfa  keener  zest  and  relish  to  the  comforts  which  we  enJoy«d ;  still  ve 
do  not  regret  that  the  winter  is  past.  We  have  been  adapting  ourselves  as 
best  we  could  to  the  exigencies  of  the  season ;  and,  ^now  that  it  is  gone,  we 
feel  as  if  we  had  a  freer  and  a  fuller  life.  We  cannot  help  rejoictDg  in  the 
lengthening  day,  the  genial  shming  -of  the  snn,  •the  h«ald  melodies  of  the 
coming  snmmeF.  We  feel  that  it  woold  not  be  well  with  ns  if  it  mm  always 
winter,— not  well  for  onr;phfacal  health,  for  our  dsHieatic  and  social  comfort, 
for  the  work  we  have  toid«  in  the  wo^d. 

And  then  I  do  not  forget  that  there  raay-Tje  fhose  amongst  ns  to  whom 
God's  goodness  is  yet  more  vividly  suggested  by  the  return  of  spring.  A 
few  months  ago  there  were  men  and  women  who  looked  forward  with  fear 
to  the  coming  time.  The  utmost  thrift,  it  may  be,  had  not  been  able  to 
secure  even  a  slender  provision  against  the  day  of  need ;  the  falness  of  last 
summer  had  been  gathered  in  and  bed  disappeared,  and  to  meet  a  winter's 
extremities  there  were  only  the  uncertain  resonrcea  of  winter.    It  was  sad 
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tc  tbiok  of  tbe  brok^  times  of  work,  of  the  darkness  that  conld  not  bs 
cheered  even  by  a  candle'B  ra;,  of  the  coutinaoDs  cold  that  mast  be  snfFered 
because  there  were  not  clothes  to  keep  it  out.  Well,  winter,  which  waa 
eipecled  with  foreboding,  did  come.  The  fears  of  the  poor  most  in  many 
cases  have  been  sadly  realized ;  probably  there  were  those  who  snSered  what 
only  God  could  know.  Bat,  my  poor  brother  or  sister,  the  winter  is  past 
GOV.  Yon  conld  not,  it  may  be,  see  how  it  was  to  be  got  through,  bnt  yon 
lia»e  got  through  it  after  all.  Perhaps  some  of  yoor  worst  fears  hare  been 
disappomted,  God  may  hare  '  tempered  the  blast  to  His  shorn  Iamb,'  or 
He  may  have  sent  some  aagel  of  mercy  to  sacconr  in  the  time  of  need ;  bat 
ia  any  case,  yoar  straggle  with  hnnger  and  cold  and  nakedness,  and  all  the 
erils  which  beset  the  poor,  has  been'  successfni.  The  winter,  which  yon 
tboagbt  wonld  never  pass,  or  perhaps  wonid  plant  its  cold  foot  upon  yoor 
grate,  is  past ;  and  yon  are  here  the  liring,  oh  1  shall  it  not  be  the  living  to 
praiae  God  for  His  goodness  in  having  preserved  yon,  in  having  given  yon 
promise  for  threatening,  in  having  snpplanted  the  darkness  and  death  of 
winter  by  the  light  and  warmth  and  pnlsing  life  of  spring  T 

But  spring  has  its  symbolical  as  well  as  its  literal  meaning,  and  in  its 
tipaboiiam  how  well  fitted  ia  it  to  remind  ns  of  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  I 
The  winter  of  nature  ia  not  all  the  winter  that  we  know.  Ko ;  there  are 
winter  times  of  the  soul,  experiences  which  are  most  fittingly  represented  by 
the  darkest,  sternest,  most  cheerless  season  of  the  year.  Who  of  as  is  igno- 
rant of  these?  Who  is  tbwe  of  whos»  history  th^  do  not  fonn  a  part? 
They  come  to  ns  as  men,  when  all  the  gladness  is  taken  away  from  our 
hearts,  and  only  anxiety,  or  disappcHntment,  or  misery  is  our  portion.  The 
cbill  of  a  world's  repuls«,  tbe  darkness  of  friendlessneea  or  of  failure,  is  on 
our  spirits ;  and  then  the  bright  snn  shines  not  for  as,  and  all  the  joy  of  life 
bat  seeras  to  qnickw  in  as  tbe  sense  ol  woe.  How  many  of  as  are  there  who 
can,  03  men,  look  back  on  seasons  sach  as  these  T — ay,  and  as  Christiana  too, 
for  the  Christian  also  in  this  life  has  bis  winter  experiences.  We  can 
remember,  it  may  be,  times  of  spiritual  depression,  when  even  the  brightest 
hopes  of  tbe  go^}el  grew  pallid  and  cheerless,  and  we  went  '  monrning  all 
tde  day  in  the  bitterness  of  onr  sonL*-  Op  we  can  rentember  times  of  back- 
tUding,  when  we  seemed  to  have  forfeited  for  ever  tbe  name'  and  character  of 
Christians — the  dn  we  thonght  we  bad  left  far  behind  ns  had  us  firm  again 
in  its  onbrace.  And  then  there  was  the  misery  which  God^  mercy  wonld  not 
let  ns  qnench,  and,  like  a  child  of  God  of  old,  we  ''  wearied  onrselvea  with 
our  groaning,  all  tbe  night  we  made  onr  bed  to  swim,  we  watered  onr  couch 
with  tetu^,  our  eyes  were  consnmed  becaase  of  grief.'  Ot  we  can  remember 
times  oipersonai  auction,  when  the  hand  of  God  was  heavy  upon  as,  and  we 
were  ready  to  say  again  with  David,  '  I  am  a  worm,  and  no  man ; '  or  times 
of  sad  and  desolating  bereavetmnt,  when  the  best  and  dearest  friend  of  our  ■ 
life  was  snatched  away,  and  the  world  seemed  a  void  without  him.  Has 
there  been  no  spring,  then,  following  winters  such  as  these  ?  Ah,  yes  I  to 
many  of  ns,  to  most  of  ns,  there  has.  The  son  of  hope,  and  comfort,  and 
joj,  which  we  thonght  wonld  never  shine  again,  ha£  returned  npon  his  path, 
and  is  shining  now.  The  winter  is  a  retrospect ;  sprii^,  with  its  budding 
promises  and  its  growing  hopes,  if  not  the  very  flush  of  snmmer  itself,  is 
around  na  once  ^ain.  Shall  we  not  then  ^  praise  tbe  Lord  for  His  good- 
ness, and  for  His  wonderful  works  unto  us,  tbe  children  of  men  t '  Shall  not  the 
advent  of  that  outward  spring,  which  succeeds  the  death  and  barrenness  of  an 
oatward  winter,  tell  ns  of  many  an  inward  spiritual  spring-time,  by  whose  com- 
ing the  darkness  and  desolation  of  oiu'  spirits  have  been  chased  away  T  But, 
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Secondly,  The  return  ofapring  mggests  to  us  thr  purpose  of  our  earthly  lift. 

It  is  by  a  metaphor  only  we  speak  of  winter  as  a  death.  Nature  is  not 
dead  in  winter;  it  does  not  even  sleep.  Beneath  what  we  can  see  there  is 
inflexible  pnrpose  and  busy  preparation.  Chemical  laws  are  at  work, 
withont  whose  operation  the  earth  would'  never  grow  green  again,  nor  the 
flowers  nnrold  their  deUcate  petals  to  the  kindly  saa,  nor  the  leaves  of  tlie 
forest  clap  their  hands  in  joy,  nor  '  niBD,  the  reaper,'  gather  into  his  bams  the 
rich  and  ripened  harvest.  The  result  depends  for  one  thing  on  winter.  It 
snpphes  a  necessary  link  in  the  chain  of  uatnre's  causes.  If  that  link  were 
nnforged  or  broken,  the  whole  would  hang  a  min.  Now  it  is  spring  which 
gives  the  first  intimation  of  the  fulfilment  of  nature's  purpose.  The 
gathered  strei^h  of  winter  begins  to  beat  in  its  fresh,  aspiring  life.  If 
there  were  no  spring,  then  indeed  winter  were  an  abortion;  it  is  spring  alone 
which  reveals  to  us  its  meaning  and  its  use. 

Now  there  is  method  in  man's  life  as  well  as  in  the  life  of  nature.  Tbe 
earth  has  its  seasons  of  preparation  for  its  fruit-bearing,  and  we  have  ooie. 
Nothing  worthy  can  be  done  by  us  till  we  have  gradually,  earnestly  been 
fitted  for  the  doing  of  it.  In  aU  spheres  and  kinds  of  life  it  is  the  same:— 
the  acquisition  of  power  and  adaptation  must  precede  their  use.  There  are 
few  of  us,  indeed,  who  do  not  enjoy  these  seasons  of  preparation.  We  aQ 
have,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  the  opportunity  of  being  fitted  for  the  work 
which  lies  before  us :  we  ought  to  gather,  if  we  do  not  gather,  power  to 
do  it  well.  We  are  right  to  take  things  in  their  proper  order,  and  distingnish 
between  the  time  of  preparation  and  the  time  of  performance  ;  but  the  time 
of  preparation  ends,  the  time  of  perfonnance  does  come  round,  and  the  one 
has  no  meaning  save  as  leading  to  tbe  other.  The  school-boy's  life  of  lesni- 
ing  and  of  grovring  power  looks  to  the  life  of  actual  work  which  lies  before 
him ;  it  has  in  itself  no  end  or  meaning.  And  so  is  it  with  all  our  hfe  of 
preparation,  with  spiritual  as  well  as  secular  things.  We  are  not  to  rest 
in  acquisitions,  but  to  use  them.  We  must  embrace  with  heart  and  will  onr 
real  work.  Perhaps  it  needs  not  that  the  lesson,  as  it  bears  on  temporal 
things,  shonid  be  enforced.  In  that  field  of  labour  there  is  little  fear  of 
failure  from  the  want  of  trying  to  succeed.  We  are  eager  ever  to  join  the 
actual  workers.  Our  tendency  is  to  escape  from  preparation  to  performaace, — 
to  over-rate  rather  than  under-rate  our  powers  of  doing.  But  it  b  not  so 
in  spiritual  things.  In  connection  vrith  them  we  are  content  to  enjoy  onr 
opportunities  of  learning  and  of  growing ;  we  are  slow  to  put  forth  the 
powera  we  have  acquired ;  preparation  is  prolonged,  performance  is  pnt  off. 
Oh,  let  UB  not  forget  what  God's  purpose  with  na  is !  He  has  given  us  seasons 
of  opportunity  to  gain  and  grow,  but  He  means  not  we  should  rest  in  them. 
They  are  means  to  an  end  ;  they  have  no  meaning  in  themselves.  If  we  fail 
■  of  performance,  it  is  all  failure  with  us.  Let  us  then  hear  this  voice  of 
spring, — the  voice  which  speaks  of  the  exercise  of  gathered  strength,  of  pro- 
mise fulfilled,  of  purpose  realized,  of  tutelage  and  bondage  put  off  for  man- 
hood and  free  life  I  God  has  '  chosen  us,  and  ordained  us,  that  we  should 
bring  forth  fruit;'  and  not  without  reason  does  He  expect  we  should,  since 
we  have  been  so  long  in  His  vineyard,  tended  by  His  fostering  care.  We 
should  be  fitter  for  His  work  by  all  His  discipline.  Even  the  deepest  winter- 
times  of  tbe  soul  should  have  but  the  fnller,  healthier  spring  : 

'Thetrte 
'  Snoks  kindlier  DUrtnra  from  a.  soil  enricbed 

Bf  ilB  own  fallen  leaveB;  uul  mui  ia  nuds 
In  beart  and  spirit  f  ram  decidnoue  hopet^ 
And  UiingB  tbat  bmio.  to  perish.' 

Google 
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Thirdly,  The  return  of  spring  should  teach  tta  kow  to  me  oar  rentweii 
opportunities. 

Spring  not  Only  tells  na  that  the  end  of  life  is  wbrk,  prodnctivenesa  ;  it 
tells  ns  also  something  of  how  that  productiveness  is  to  be  attained.  It  is 
the  time  of  busy  aud  expectast  labour,  when  the  husbandman  feels  bow  much 
depends  upon  his  own  exertions.  He  goes  forth  to  meet  with  his  labour  the 
gracious  gift-bringing  season,  knowing  full  well  that  only  through  his 
co-operation  can  the  design  of  natnre  be  fulfilled.  If  the  field  be  nnploughed 
and  unweeded,  if  there  be  no  seed  cast  into  the  ground  which  has  been  pre- 
pared, it  will  avail  for  nothing  that  the  energies  and  out-reaching  life  of 
spring  are  everywhere.  They  will  spend  and  exhaust  themselves  in  vain,  so 
far  as  man's  harvest  is  concerned ;  the  fields  will  bear  no  f mit,  the  waste 
places  will  not  '  break  forth  into  singing.*  Nature,  out  in  the  fields  and 
gardens,  may  demand  few  things  from  as,  little  labour  at  our  hands  com- 
pared with  that  toil  of  its  own  hands  which  ceases  not  by  day  or  night,  in 
Bnnshine  or  in  rain,  mid  storm  or  calm ;  but  yet  what  little  it  does  demand  it 
will  not  do  without.  It  will  not  complete  its  purpose  independently  of  that 
share  of  labour  which  is  ours.  And  so  it  is  with  us  in  other  and  higher 
relations ;  so  in  all  our  life.  We  are  not  independent  but  dependent  beings. 
We  cannot  go  a  great  way  to  help  ourselves  in  anything  t  wo  furnish  the 
least  aid  in  procuring  any  good  result.  There  is  ever  meeting  us  the  help  of 
God.  His  good-will  is  ever  stretched  out  towards  us.  In  reference  to  all 
EQCceases  and  attainments,  the  main  means  of  reaching  them  are  His.  Bnt 
then  God  does  not  benefit  ns  without  our  effort.  We  must  enter  into  and 
embrace  His  purpose, — meet  His  gracious  provisions  by  our  acceptance  and 
Qse  of  them.  Just  as  the  husbandman  must  go  forth  to  meet  with  his  labour 
the  purpose  of  the  spring,  and  co-operate  through  his  effort  with  the  thousand 
eaei^ies  of  nature,  so  must  we,  wherever  we  would  realize  a  promise  which 
God  has  given,  and  be  partakers  of  His  blessing,  go  forth  to  join  our  work- 
ing with  His,  If  WB  are  listless  and  inactive,  no  good  can  be  enjoyed.  If 
we  leave  the  spring-time  of  our  opportunities  simply  to  itself,  then,  however 
rich  it  be  in  promise  and  in  power,  however  certain  seem  the  realization  of  its 
purpose,  it  will  pass  away  from  us,  and  the  summer  will  come,  and  the 
antnmn,  and  there  will  be  no  harvest  of  blessing  for  as  to  reap ! 

Oh,  how  load,  then,  the  call  to  be  up  and  doing !  God's  spring-times  of 
Importunity  are  ever  coming  round  ;  they  are  around  us  now.  How  often 
have  they  come  and  gone,  and  yielded  afterwards  no  fruits  of  increase; 
BOt  because  their  power  had  failed,  or  because  their  promise  was  false,  bnt 
because  what  we  required  to  give  of  purpose  and  endeavour  was  awanting ! 
Let  it  not  continue  so  to  be  with  as.  Let  as  seek  to  secure  at  least  the 
hanresf  which  the  Christian  reaps ;  spring-times  of  grace  are  shining  on  as, 
bow  full  of  power,  how  rich  in  promise!  They  invite  our  acceptance,  they 
solicit  our  co-operation.  Let  us  not  refuse ;  let  ns  not  '  frustrate  the  grace 
of  God ;'  let  as  not  be  left  in  the  end  with  barren,  empty  souls  I 

FouTtkb/,    The  return  of  spring  comes  to  remind  us  as   Christians  of  our 


Nature  itself  would  lead  ns  beyond  the  domain  of  sense  and  sight.  It 
Tfould  teacli,u3  thai  there  are  things  real  and  strong  which  eye  cannot  see, 
whose  mystery  thought  cannot  fathom.  If  we  had  not  experience  to  guide 
13,  bow  would  these  outward  senses  ever  be  befooling  us  I  A  few  months 
ago,  the  scene  that  was  around  us  in  field  and  forest  was  one  of  death.  The 
cold,  bare  ground  seemed  as  if  never  again  a  blade  would  grow  upon  it,  or  it 
would  narae  a  fiower  upon  ita  lap.    Tne  trees  had  little  glory  aa  they  stood, 
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stretching  crooked  fingers  to  the  grey  sky,  and  yearned  and  wrestled  in  their 
nakedness  with  the  crael  winds ;  there  was  no  beanty  in  them  that  we  shonid 
desire  them.  Onr  mere  outward  sense,  if  we  had  trusted  that,  woald  have 
told  ns  that  the  freshness,  the  beauty,  the  riches  of  the  outward  world  hod 
ceased  and  gone ;  that  the  etrength  of  nature  had  been  spent,  and  its 
^encies  had  dropped  away  from  all  their  nae  and  power.  Bnt  spring  has 
come,  and  onr  ootward  sense  is  corrected  and  inRtructed.  The  power  of  life 
and  re-awakening,  which  we  conld  not  trace  before,  has  given  revelation  of 
itself.  Nature  has  spoken  again  from  out  the  deep  heart  of  its  mystery. 
TInsnspected  possibilities  of  growth  and  of  increase  have  everywhere  declared 
themselves.  Bursting  bnds  everywhere  begin  to  let  out  the  inner  life 
we  might  have  thought  had  ceased  for  ever;  and  it  opens  into  greenness,  and 
will  blOBsom  into  beauty,  and  wave  its  wreath,  and  clap  its  hands  for  joy  all 
summer  through,  inheriting  as  it  may  the  riches  and  the  glory  of  the  year. 

Id  all  this  do  we  not  see  a  prophecy  and  a  prelude  of  a  change  more 
wondrous  still  f  We  come  to  a  scene  of  desolation  more  utter  than  nature's 
winter.  With  queBtioning,  doubting  hearts  we  stand  at  the  grave's  month; 
we  think  of  the  friend  or  brother  of  oiir  soul,  the  form  and  presence  we  held 
so  dear,  mouldering  and  mixing  with  the  cold,  dumb  dust.  '  If  a  man  die, 
shallhe  live  again  T' is  the  question  of  our  hearts;  and  oh,  on  the  answer  what 
hopes  hang,  or  what  despair!  If  we  trnst  our  outward  sense,  there  is  do 
cheer ;  appearances  are  ail  arrayed  against  onr  pleading  wish ;  as  we  commit 
'  ashes  to  ashes,'  it  seems  as  if  they  were  to  blend  for  everT  Yet  here,  too, 
our  senses  may  befool  us  ;  yea,  will  befool  ns  if  we  trust  to  sense.  Tiiis  bo 
solemn  sleep  of  death  Las  its  awakening.  'That  which  is  sown  in  eormptioQ 
shall  be  raised  in  incorruption ;  that  which  is  sown  in  dishouonr  shall 
be  raised  in  glory ;  that  which  is '  sown  in  weakness  shall  be  raised  in 
power ;  that  which  is  sown  a  natural  body  shall  be  raised  a  spiritual  bodj.' 
And  what  cavil  of  man  shall  bereave  ns  of  our  resurrection  hope  T  True, 
it  rests  upon  a  myeteiy;  hut  so  do  things  which  we  have  experience  of. 
Concemmg  this  resurrection  of  the  world  to  the  life  of  spring,  we  know  the 
fact,  but  know  not  by  what  power  or  process  it  comes  to  be.  We  cannot 
trace  the  ^teret  of  the  Almighty's  working  even  in  that  which  is  a,  matter  of 
experience,  and  may  not  His  power  and  wisdom  conceal  in  their  forthpntting 
mysteries  many  as  well  as  few,  the  greater  as  well  as  the  less  T  '  But  some 
man  will  say,  How  are  the  dead  raised  up,  and  with  what  body  do  theycomel 
Thou  fool,  that  which  thou  sowest  is  not  quickened  except  it  die ;  and  that 
which  tbon  sowest,  thou  sowest  not  that  body  that  shall  be,  but  bare  grain, 
it  may  chance  of  wheat,  or  of  some  other  grain  ;  bnt  God  giveth  it  a  body 
as  it  hath  pleased  Him,  and  to  every  seed  his  own  body.'  Yes !  the  teach- 
ing of  nature  would  deepen  onr  faith,  and  confirm  to  ns  this  precious  hope. 
Wot  that  we  have  nothing  to  rest  on  bnt  analogies,  deep  and  wondrons 
though  they  be ;  for  has  not  Christ  risen,  and  become  the  '  first-fruits  of  them 
that  sleep'T  It  is  to  Him  in  His  risen  humanity  we  must  ever  chiefly  look 
for  proof  and  pledge  that  we  too  shall  be  raised.  He  who  has  so  Himself 
been  changed,  shall '  change  our  vile-body,  that  it  may  be  fashioned  hke  nsto 
His  glorious  body,  according  to  the  working  whereby  He  is  able  even  to 
subdue  all  things  to  Himself.'  But  while  Christ  Himself  is  thus  the  basts  of 
our  hope,  while  He  has  embodied  it  immortally  in  His  own  glorified  hnmanity, 
shall  we  not  rejoice  in  all  its  confirmations,  and  shall  we  not  rejoice  especially 
that  God  has  made  this  awakened  joyous  life  of  spring  to  be  the  emblem  of  a 
truth  so  glorious  and  so  sureT 
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THE  DIFnCULTIES  THAT  LIE  AT  PRESENT  IN  THE  WAY  OF 
UNION  IN  ENGLAND. 

A  Paper  read  by  request  at  a  Con/erenee  of  United  and  English  Presbyterian  Office- 
bearers,  at  the  College,  Guild/ord  Street,  London,  on  Tuesday,  2d  December 
1873, — C.  E.  Lewis,  Esq,  M.P.,  in  the  chair, — by  the  Rev.  R.  BALaAUNu;, 
Woolwich. 

Mr.  Chairmas,  Fathers,  and  Brethren, — Ajnong  the  diScultiefl  that  lie  at 
present  in  the  way  of  Union  in  Eaglaud,  no  one,  I  believe,  has  alleged,  or  had 
cange  to  allege,  any  want  of  cordiality,  or  sincere  Chnatiaa  sympathy  toward  each 
other,  on  the  part  of  either  of  onr  two  Churches  engaged  in  theae  negotiations. 
Bath  sincerely  demre  to  dwell  together  in  unity.  This,  feekng  has  grown  and 
strengthened  with  mutual  acqaointanoeship  and  intercoune.  The  manner  and 
apiiit  in  which  the  EngliBfa  Fresbyteiian  Church  has  done  its  work  for  Christ  in 
England,  in  ETangelistic  Effort,  Chnrch  ExtenHion,  SuGtantation  Fund,  and  other 
noble  Bchemes  of  Christian  enterprise,  not  to  BgeelL  of  its  enthusiasm  in  Foreign 
Mieaioiia,  have  done  more  tban  all  anticipated  material  advantages  likely  to  accrue 
from  incorporation  to  foster  and  keep  sJive  the  deaire  for  Union  in  our  section  of 
the  Church.  Those  who  feel  the  difficnltiea  in  the  way  of  Union  most,  are  free  to 
confesa  that  'wbatever'may  be  Ibet,  in  their  (pinion,  by  uniting  on  the  proposed 
basis,  the  infusion  of  this  fieab  life  and  Christian  rigour  would  be  a  great  and 
lasting  gain. 

Nor  has  it  been  alleged,  -oo  fai  aa  I  know,  1^  any  one  in  either  Church,  that 
there  is  au;  want  of  harmony  in  matters  of  doctrine,  ritual,  discipline,  or  govern* 
■nent.  On  all  these  points  of  primary  and  essential  importance,  we  are  subitaD- 
tisUj,  nay,  entirely  at  one.  And  I  shall  not  fnrtber  allude  to  the  lawful  diversity 
of  opinion  as  to  the  application  of  the  Voluntary  principle  aa  '  a  difficulty, '  because 
I  am  persuaded  that  on  tilis  point  there  is  more  harmony  than  might  at  fint  sight 
be  supposed. 

Sentimental  difficulties  need  not  be  touched,  t^n,  Onr  deep  love  for  the 
Mother  Church,  as  we  are  sometimes  in  the  habit  of  designating  the  northern  part 
of  oar  denomination,  and  your  equally  strong  attachment  aud  traditional  love  for 
the  Free  Chnrch,  must  not  for  a  moment  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  duty. 
If  we  are  called  upon  to  offer  onr  personal  feelings  and  predOections  towards  par- 
ticular branches  of  the  Church  on  the  sacrifice  and  service  of  our  faith,  we  have  no 
choice  but  to  do  so,  that  we  may  rejoice  with  the  Church  as  a  whole. 

Id  these  favourable  and  apparently  auspicious  circamstancee,  it  is  not  a  little 
hard  and  tmtaUidng  that '  difficulties '  should  obtrude  themselves  in  the  way  of 
Union.  They  have  not  been  sought,  and  they  have  not  been  exaggerated,  with 
Ihe  view  either  of  averting  or  obstmcting  the  laane.  There  are  no  an ti- Unionists 
in  either  Church.  Yet  it  cannot  he  concealed  that  there  are  great,  if  not  iosuper- 
Ahle  difficulties  in  the  way.  There  was  a  large,  earnest,  r«flalate  minority  in  our 
English  Synod,  thatmade  itself  heard  for  the  flist  lime,  without  leaders  and  wild- 
cat organisation ;  there  was  a  majority  in  one  of  our  largest  presbyteries,  and  not 
uKoDsidemble  minorities  and  great  diversity  of  opinion  in  the  rest.  More  than 
lialf  of  the  presbyteries  and  sessions  of  onr  Church  liave  as  yet  returned  no  answer 
to  tile  Synod's  remit.  There  is,  aa  many  of  us  believe, — of  course  our  opinion  will 
be  challenged, — a  growing  and  deepening  feeling  amongst  as  against  the  division 
of  onr  Chnrch  ;  and  thereare  legal  obstacles.  Theaethingsin  themselvescooatitute 
a  difficulty,  and  indicate,  besides,  that  there  are  drawbacks  of  a  very  serious  cha- 
racter lying  in  the  way  of  Union,  such  as  ordinary  prudence  wiU  seek  to  understand, 
U  a  preliminary  and  preparatory  step  to  their  removal . 

I  need  hardly  say  that  the  chief,  if  not  the  sole  difficulty  lying  in  the  way,  is  to 
he  found  in  that  port  of  the  Joint  Committee's  recommendation  that,  in  order  to 
iuoorporating  union  in  England,  t^ere  must  be  a  severance  of  the  old  relationship 
hetween  onr  congregalionH  here  and  those  in  Scotland.  In  other  words,  before 
union  there  must  be  disimion,  or  rather  separation.  Our  Church,  as  I  understand  it, 
has  received  an  ultimatum  from  the  English  Presbyterian  Church,  that  no  proposal 
for  Union  can  be  entertained  that  does  not  involre  separate  aud  independ^t  juris- 
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diction.  This  being  so,  tfae  entire  respoaubilitr  <^  dealing  wiCk  this  difficnlty  rests 
trith  us.  In  dealing  with  it,  you  irifl  expect  me  to  epeak  frankly  and  clearlf. 
May  a  large  meBsnre  of  divine  grace  be  gianted  tons  all  in  treating  of  this  subject, 
so  that  none  of  us  may  seek  his  own,  but  every  one  the  things  that  are  Jesus 
Christ's. 

IVe  hare  first,  then,  to  look  at  the  qaestion  of  principle,  and  tlien  of  expediency 
and  compromiBe. 

I.  Would  it  be  right  7 

JI.  If  right,  would  it  be  worth  while  ? 

III.  Is  there  no  via  media  by  wkioh  this  difficulty  fnay  be  escaped? 

With  all  respect  for  and  deference  to  the  opinions  ai  fathers  and  brethven  who 
take  an  opposite  view,  i  hambly  liiimk  it  would  nat  be  right,  for  the  following 
reasons — audi  alteram  partem — 

(1.)  The  grou<k  of  ovr  Church  icmld  be  terioialy  imperiUtd  h/teveraace. — Statis- 
tics collected  with  great  care  and  labour  by  our  presbytery  <!leits  and  Home 
Secretary  show  that  we  are  making  healthful  progresa.  By  far  the  larger  propor- 
tion of  the  acccsaions,  however,  to  our  membership,  have  been  derivetl  trom 
England.  With  one  slight  exception,  I  believe,  the  uorthem  part  of  our  CJiDrch 
has  been  comparatively  stationary.     The  nombetB  aie : 

TncretLse  of  Members  in  1373  over  504  Congre^tiDua  Id  Scotlana,  .  G33 

„  „  „  107  „  England,.  .  8G1 

Total  iDCTBase,  fill  „  North  and  Sonth,       '    1384 

The  followiDg  erlricts  from  the  Synod's  Ulnalm  for  1679  may  ■.Iso  be  inleresling :  *  The 
•vsnirn  rafe  of  contributioDS  for  all  purposes  in  the  Englieh  congregations  for  the  year 
2,  178.  10^.  per  member ;  wbiJe  the  average  per  tnemtwr  over  the  nhole  Church 
.D  ^^,  .-.J.  6d.,  or  £1,  38.  4}ii  per  member  less  than  the  Englisb  ntte.' 

Tolitl  payments  to  Englieh  CoDgr^ationB  in  1872,  .  .  .         iClS57    8     2 

Total  receiplE  from  English  sources  in  1872,  .  .  .  4696     2    1 

Eioeas— Eeceived  from  England,  .  .  ,  £188  14     2 

Note.— The  Rev.  John  Matheson  slated  at  this  meeting-,  as  erldence  that  Union  with 
Sootlsnd  was  not  neceGsary  to  secure  aesistance,  that  £2000  had  been  received  from  the 
Free  Church  towards  the  English  Preebfteri an  Foreign  Visslon  Fund,  whose  ezpendilnls 
wag  £SWO.  Tbe  material  help  which  their  Free  Chnroh  relationship  has  tberefore  yielded 
them  this  jearMAm  ijr  (jn«-*oi/ than  that  whith  we  have  raceived  |  and  the  nature  of  the 
relationship  beoomeB  iariher  apparent  by  nothing  lieing  returned  to  the  funds  o(  the  Free 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  that  while  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  ia  growing  in 
Scotland  at  the  rate  of  one  member  lo  each  congregation,  it  is  advancing  in 
England  at  tbe  rate  of  eight  members  for  eacb  church,  and  that  tJie  greatly 
enperior  wealth  of  England  is  already  beginning  to  tell  upon  our  Church  funds. 
Boom  for  growth  in  Scotland  is  indeed  so  limited,  that  the  gain  of  ooe  deuomiua- 
tion  ia  almost  «f  necessity  at  the  expense  of  another.  And  growth  and  ezptuision' 
are  conditions  of  life.  Cut  off  England  as  a  sphere  of  development,  limit  tie  area 
of  increase  to  Scotland,  and  there  must  either  be  b,A  unhealthy  rivalry  and  com- 
petition  with  otber  sister  Churcbea,  or,  as  the  result  of  imnatoural  repreesion  and 
restraint,  a  rapid  and  inglorious  decline. 

It  is  no  secret,  also,  that  the  Free  Chutch  has  been  suffering  of  late  years  from 
what  we  cannot  help  thinking  ite  mistaken  policy  of  eccleaiastical  territorialism. 
Not  even  its  best  friends  and  warmest  admirers  wiL  affirm  that  it  now  maintains 
the  high  rate  of  increase  in  members  and  finance  which  cheered  its  advocates  and 
surprised  ite  detractora  for  long  years  after  the  Disruptbo.  Its  giving  power,  I 
am  instructed  on  good  authority,  boa  increased  during  the  laat  eight  years  only 
20  or  21  per  cent.,  while  the'Unitcd  Presbyterian  Church  has  increased  during  the 
last  ten  years  50  per  cent.  And  while  our  Sunday-school  children,  with  the  help 
of  Ecglish  congregations,  have  increased  2827  over  last  year,  the  Free  Church  has 
BiiBtained  the  loss  of  upwards  of  6699.  scholars.  (See  Report  of  Nalioiiai  Sabbath- 
School  Convention,  held  11th  September  1873.) 

Let  us  take  heed,  then,  that  we  do  not  &11  victims  to  the  same  mistaken  poli^. 
Tie  up  tho  nwotT,  too  near  the  heart,  and  you  ajrreat  the  circulation  of  the  life  current, . 
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and  imperil  exist«nce.  Wben  we  cease  to  grow  we  oeue  to  live,  in  the  true  sense 
Bt  least,  and  the  chance  of  realiilng  our  Church's  life-mission  will  be  loet  for  ever. 

(2.)  Our  chief  fold  for  Home  Mie-nan  work  would  be  loit  by  teveratiee. — Scotland 
ia  OTer-ohnrcbed.  In  Glasgow,  Dundee,  and  a  few  other  towns  with  a  large  Irish 
popnlatiDn,  there  may,  peruapa,  be  room  for  a  dozeu  new  churches.  In  the  tJilnly 
peopled  Highland  districts,  the  Free  Church  may  find  room  for  a  little  further 
work;  but,  as  a  rule,  church  extension  in  Soollaud  means  church  proaeljtism— 
'  robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paol.' 

How  difierent  the  condition  of  things  in  England  I  Fully  one-tliird  of  the  popa- 
latioT]  of  our  large  cities  lie  beyond  the  sound  of  the  gmpel.  There  ace  30,000 
DDt  of  a  population  of  73,000  in  Woolwich  alone  of  whom  we  can  give  no  satis- 
factory accoont.  No  one  will  say  that.two  out  of  the  three  millions  in  London  are 
<»Dnected  with  any  Church.  And  tuch  cities  as  Manchester,  Birmingham,  Liver- 
pool,  and  Bristol  are  in  the  same  etate-of  spiritual  destiitutioa.  As  to  the  rural 
districts  of  England,  where  whole  parishes  and  even  counties  are  left  to  the  over- 
«ight  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  may  God  have  pity  on  them  ;  for  who  among  us 
does  not  feel  that  the  religion  and  Protestantism  of  these  districts  could  scarcely 
iuTe  been  left  In  more  dangerous  hands  1 

Aie  we,  tlien,  to  inaugurate  a  policy  that  will  practically  cat  oS  the  etrength, 
ener^,  and  resources  of  our  Church  from  this  inviting,  this  ezhaustlees,  this 
gbrions  hBirest-fieid?  Shall  we  ask  the  larger  part  of  our  brethren  to  stand  still 
and  look  on  while  a  little  handful  in  EDriand  undertakes  the  Presbyterian  share 
in  the  evangelization  of  these  masses  ?  Shall  we  not  rather  pray  God  to  say  to  ^ 
north,  '  Give  op,' — your  men,  your  means,  your  influence,— and  to  the  south, 
'Keep  not  back ; '  but  join  hands  and  hearts  in  this  great  enterprise, — in  a  work 
than  which  there  is  none  nobler  and  none  more  certain  of  sucoeas  ? 

(3.)  Ovr  Union  infhuna  wiU  be  impaired  by  geoerance. — This,  of  course,  is  not, 
like  th^  other  statements,  a  matter  of  fact,  but  of  opinion.  Yet  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  owe  muoh  of  the  influence  we  have  been  able  to  eierb  on  the  Churches 
engi^ed  in  theee  negotiations  to  the  position  we  odcupy  in  England  and  Scotland. 
This  has  enabled  our  Church  to  act  as  a  sort  of  daysman  between  north  and  south, 
and  to  lay  its  hands  upon  both.  A  mere  Scottish  or  English  sect  could  not  have 
commanded  the  influence.  And  bad  not  t^e  north  of  oar  Church  been  liberalized 
by  the  aonth,  and  t«ught  to  feel  sympathy  with  new  forms  and  conditionB  of 
ChrisUan  feeling  and  work,  it  had  not  beeu  in  a  position  to  appreciate  and  deal 
with  the  'difficulties'  of  Union,  nor  could  it  have  been  helpful  in  the  effort  to 
remove  them. 

I  know  it  will  be  objected  that  this  English  Union  is  likely  to  revive  and  give 
an  inpalse  to  the  movement  in  Scotland,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  it  will  not; 
but  I  fear  the  impulse  will  not  be  in  the  direction  in  which  we  as  a  Church  have 
alt  along  been  struggling.     There  may  be  sectional  anions  in  the  north,  and  this 

ErtM  union  in  tlie  south,  but  the  grand  comprehensive  British  Union,  such  as  we 
ve  dreamt  of  and  prayed  and  gtriven  for,  such  as  that  so  recently  realized  in 
America,  must  henceforth  be  abandoned.  The  distance  between  our  Churches 
north  and  south  of  the  Tweed  will  yearly  widen ;  the  wedge  once  inserted  will  do 
its  fatal  work,  and  we  must  drift  from  each  other  into  that  narrow,  useless,  and 
pernicious  territorial  policy  that  already  threatens  some  Charchee  with  disaster. 

To  the  second  question,  relative  to  the  expediency  of  effecting  this  Union  in 
England  at  the  cost  of  severing  the  connection  with  the  Scottish  part  of  our 
Church — would  it  be  worth  while? — my  answer  must  be  brief.  Looking  at  the 
English  Presbyterian  Chorch  as  it  stands  in  itself,  there  is  perhaps  no  Church  in 
these  islands  that  would  not  be  proud  of  its  alliance.  To  those  in  England  who 
know  it  beet  no  Chnrch  is  dearer,  not  even  the  Free  or  Reformed,  much  as  we 
honour  and  e8t«em  them ;  and  the  day  that  sees  us  united,  in  whatever  form,  will 
Ke  a  vast  accession  of  Christian  life,  eaioeatness,  and  rare  ability  made  to  our 
nnmbeis. 

It  is  only  when  we  turn  ~to  look  at  the  sacrifices  to  be  made  by  ns  for  this 
Union  tiat  difficulty  arises.  We  are  asked,  for  example,  to  part  with  the  moral 
backing  and  material  help  derivable'  from  600  churches  for  the  sake  of  140,  and 
neat  of  these  young,  and  with  their  own  resources  taxed  to  the  ntmoet.    We  must 
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practicallf  give  up  onr  preachers'  list,  bo  csaeatd&l  to  a  growing  Charch,  for  one 
eitremel;  Uiaited.  We  lose  our  great  Foreign  Hissioa  fields,  with  their  refiei 
inflnence  on  the  home  Church,  for  a  rangle  migdon — although  a  noble  one— to 
China.  There  is  risk,  too,  of  losing  the  benefit  of  a  considerable  endowment.^tha 
Henderson  Bequest, — and  '  wisdoni  is  good  with  an  inberitAnce.'  Theee,  and  oUut 
advantages  wtuch  we  already  enjoy  in  union  with  our  own  beloved  Church,  m 
surety  enbstantial  enough  to  maxe  us  pause,  at  least,  and  reflect,  before  finslly 
committing  ourselves  to  sacrifices  for  which  diere  are  ofFered  no  eouoterbalandiig 
eqnivalenls. 

As  to  a  fin  media,  or  mode  of  escaping  these  difficulties,  it  scarcely  falls  within 
the  scope  of  this  paper  to  deal  with  it.  There  is  one  way,  and,  so  far  as  I  see,  oqI; 
one,  logically  suggested  by  the  foregoing  remarlts,  which  might,  for  the  present  i^ 
least,  satisfy  all  parties,  and  pave  the  way  for  sotnething  better.  It  has  the  merit 
of  reqniriog  the  minimum  of  sacrifice  from  both  Churches,  which  would  conBerre 
all  interests  and  retain  all  endowments,  and  bring  the  greatest  amount  of  good  in 
each  Church  into  contact  with  the  whole  of  the  other.  I  mean  for  the  English 
Freebyteriau  Church  to  enter  into  federal  relationship,  not  with  the  north  only, 
but  with  the  whole  of  the  United  Presbylerian  Church.  Into  the  merits  and  detaile 
,  of  this  middle  course  neither  your  time  nor  patience,  already  too  heavily  taxed, 
permit  me  to  enter. 

Meanwhile,  let  me  bespeak  your  forbearance  with  us  in  onr  *  difficulties.'  They 
are  not  insuperable,  but  will  yield  to  faith  and  prayer.  Let  ns  seek  to  know, 
and  we  shall  love  each  other  more.  I^et  ns  credit  each  other  with  sincerity,  single- 
ness of  purpose,  and  purity  of  motive.  Above  all,  let  us  be  true  to  Him  whom 
we  both  honour  and  worship  as  the  only  King  and  Head  of  His  Church ;  and  la 
the  radii  of  a  circle  gradually  approach  each  other  as  they  come  to  the  centre,  till 
at  last  they  all  meet  in  one,  so  the  members  of  onr  different  denominationB, 
separated  by  difficulties,  misunderstandings,  prejudices,  will  come  into  closer 
fellowship  and  retationahip,  the  more  doselj  they  resemble  their  common  Loid 
and  Master. 
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PABT  ir. 
(Continued  Jrom  page  113.) 
We  have  been  obliged  to  occupy  so  much  space  in  doing  what  Mr.  Scott's  intel- 
ligence, not  to  speak  of  anything  higher,  should  have  rendered  altogether  onnecee- 
sary,  viz.  in  laying  again  the  resurrected  ghosts  of  oft-slaughtered  objections  to 
the  Voluntary  principle,  and  in  repudiating  slanderous  opinions  about  the  Union 
TQovement,  that  we  have  the  lesa  Space  to  devot«  to  the  much  more  agroeable  task 
of  commending  those  statements  in  his  pamphlet  which,  though  not  new,  are  yet 
true  ;  ss  examples  of  which,  we  specify  what  he  says  about  Me  spiritual  destitu- 
tion of  the  country,  and  especially  of  our  great  cities ;  about  the  so-called  decay  of 
the  Christian  pulpit,  te  which  all  this  spiritual  destitution  is  attributed  by  many; 
and  about  the  best  means  of  meeting  this  clamant  necessity  of  the  age. 

Nothing  can  be  more  distressing  to  a  Christian  heart  than  the  already  appallingly 
great,  and  to  all  appearance  congtantly  increasing,  mass  of  godlessness  and  indif- 
ference to  religion  that  ifl  to  be  found  lying  outside  of  the  Christian  Church  in  this 
land,  more  especially  in  the  large  centres  of  population  ;  and  anything  that  may 
have  the  effect  of  directing  the  minds  of  Christ  s  people  to  a  serious  pondmng  of 
this  '  sore  evil  under  the  aun,'  and  of  stirring  up  their  hearta  to  a  vivid  realiiacion 
of  their  personal  responsibility  to  at  least  attempt  its  core,  should  be  welcomed 
with  delight.  In  this  light  we  have  nothing  bnt  good  words  for  the  minister  of 
Greenside.  We  unite  with  him  in  deploring  what  is  too  conspicuous,  '  too  groee, 
opeo,  palpable,'  to  be  denied ;  and  we  ^ree  with  him  in  thinking  tiiat  the  '  lapsed 
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masieB,'  wliicli  at  the  preeent  mooieiit  ought  to  have  been  found  within  our 
Churchee,  have  not  been  created  by  any  intellectual  or  apiritual  deficiency  in  the 
pulpit.  Nay,  for  that  matter,  had  we  been  writiDg  an  original  treatise,  instead  of 
merely  penning  a'Tevietr,  we  should  have  felt  onrselvea  inclined  to  launch  out  a 
little  more  oonrageansly  even  than  he  has  done  in  vindication  of  the  much-abused 
pulpit.  Deficient  in  intelligence,  foTHOoth  !  Not  able  to  inatnict  the  intellectual 
artiBans  and  the  accomplish^  merchants  of  the  age  I  Unable  to  keep  itself  abreast 
of  the  times  1  or  sadly  wanting  in  that  high-toned  spirituality  and  eeu- consecration 
which  never  fail  to  commend  themselves  even  to  the  irreligious,  and  which,  if  they 
were  present,  would  infallibly  bring  back  the  prodigals  who  have  wandered,  and 
bring  in  the  godless  and  indiCFerent  who  have  never  entered  the  peaceful  fold  of 
Ue  Charch  of  Christ !  If  even  any  of  these  charges  were  true,  it  would  come  to 
be  a  matter  for  inquiry  how  much  of  intellectual  ability  or  self-sacrificing  zeal  the 
comfdainers  have  a  right  to  expect  in  men  whose  annual  income  is,  for  the  moet 
part,  not  above  £200.  Let  the  people  of  this  commercial  country  ponder  it.  £200, 
in  many,  ay,  very  many  oases,  lees  than  £200,— £160,  or  even  £100,— as  a  suitable 
maintenauce  for  a  penon  who  is  expected  to  be  a  gentleman,  and  a  thinker,  and  an 
orator,  and  a  pastor ;  to  be  abreast  of  the  age,  to  know  all  the  ins  and  onts 
of  ev«Ty  tboolc^cal  and  political  and  scientific  controversy,  and  to  be  able  to 
exponnd  the  Scriptures  in  an  interesting  and  edifying  manner  to  an  auditory  twice 
a  week ;  and,  over  and  above,  to  be  an  embodiment  of  the  Decalogue,  of  all  tlie 
cardinal  virtues  of  Chrutituuty,  and  a  patt«m  of  self-sacrificing  zeal  to  boot! !  I 
Well  may  we  request  the  printer  to  put  in  three  notes  of  exclamation  ;  if  it  were 
not  for  prematurely  u«ng  up  his  type,  we  would  ask  him  to  fill  the  page  with  notes 
of  exclamation,  only  we  must  reserve  a  few  for  what  is  about  to  follow.  If  there  ' 
can  be  anything  more  full  of  wonder  than  the  pablic  expectation  as  to  the  kind  of 
ministerB  tbey  should  be  able  to  secure  on  tiie-  paltry  pittance  of  £150  a  year,  it 
most  surely  be  that  that  expectation  is  for  the  most  part  realized.  The  fact  that 
between  two  and  tltree  thousand  individuals  should  be  fovmd  willing  to  respond  to 
the  public  expectation,  and,  after  fighting  their  way  through  htwishipH  before 
which  common  souls  would  quful,  to  qualify  themselves  by  a  seven  or  eight  years' 
curricnlnm  of  learning  for  occupying  the  pulpits  of  the  land,  should  still  more 
coon^eously  apply  themselves  to  the  exquisite  torture  of  living  like  gentlemen, 
briugmg  np  families,  studying  like  philosopbeis,  and  preaching  like  apostles  on 
£150  a  year,  is  surely  proof  sufficient  of  their  self-sncrificing  zeal.  Then,  as  to 
VkoT  want  of  hterary  culture  and  ability  to  keep  themselves  abreast  of  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  age,  it  is  the  sheerest  ignorance  that  has  ever  caused  the  calumny  to 
be  believed ;  it  is  solely  because  the  world,  not  liking  Christianity,  and  standing 
in  Deed  of  something  to  justify  its  estrangement  from  its  accredited  ambassadors, 
has  ^owed  itself  to  be  duped  by  the  few  noisy  leaders  of  the  infidel  preia.  But 
let  the  [sreaent  occupants  of  the  pulpit  be  fairly  judged,  and,  much  more,  let  them 
be  fairly,  and  honourably  rewai^ud  for  their  labours,  and  it  will  soon  become 
apparent  that  they  are  not  one  whit  behind,  if  not  considerably  in  advance  of, 
many  who  are  regarded  as  the  intellectual  leaders  of  the  day. 

To  ratum,  however,  from  this  digression.  We  agree  wiA  Mr.  Scott  in  thinking 
that '  the  vast  majority  of  those  who  have  lapsed  from  church  attendance,  in  all 
nuke  of  society,  have  lapsed,  not  because  tbe  Church  has  ceased  to  provide  intel- 
lectual food  convenient  for  them,  but  because  it  suits  their  disposition  to  lounge 
idly  at  home,  or  be  otherwise  occupied,  and  because  tftey  are  left  entirely  to  tkem- 
tdvti  to  remain  or  to  corae  as  they  phone ;'  but  we  are  not  disposed  to  agree  with 
him  in  making  light  of  the  present  divided  state  of  the  religious  world  te  one  of 
lie  causes  for  the  prevalence  of  trreligion.  On  the  contrary,  we  sympathize  with 
the  venerable  Modwator  of  the  Established  Assembly,  whose  pastoral  letter  '  On 
the  Evils  of  Dissension  and  Secession  among  Evangelical  Churches'  we  received 
some  months  ago — at  which  we  were  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  time,  not  being  in 
the  habit  of  regarding  ourselves  as  in  any  sense  whatever  under  t}ie  pastoral  or 
episcopal  care  of  Dr.  Gillan ;  and  with  which  we  were  somewhat  amused,  on  account 
of  the  sublime  easiness  with  which  it  took  for  granted  that  the  Dissenting  Churches 
*ere  guil^  of  schism  in  departing  from  uuder  tbe  comfortable  shadow  of  the 
EsUbhshmwt,  iaate«d  of  starting  with  the  hypotheais  tbat  perhaps  the  Establish- 
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ment  was  tbe  aiiiDer  in  not  di»enting  from  itoelf  and  joining  them.  But  tliat  by 
the  waj.  We  agree  with  tbe  Bagadoos  and  vittj  pastor  ot  Inchinnan  in  believing 
that  one  of  the  most  fruitful  Bources  of  iireligion  in  the  world  is  the  nsiugtiGable, 
and  therefore  sJl  the  ihore  to  be  deplored,  separation  of  the  ETsngelical  Churches 
of  Chrisi«Ddom  from  one  another ;  and,  more  particularly,  that  the  present  (xiodi- 
tioD  of  Scotland  is  in  great  part  attributable  to  the  fact  that  the  Presbyterian 
ChurcbeB  within  its  borders  are  four  instead  of  one. 

At  the  same  time,  we  ore  heartily  at  one  with  Mr.  Scott  in  tbe  idea  that  *  terri- 
torial work' — we  willeyen  go  the  length,  Voluntaries  as  wears,  of  saying  '  endowed 
territorial  work,'  only  not  State 'endowed— is  perhaps,  all  things  considered,  the 
best  means  (along,  of  couiae,  with  a  comprehensive  union  of  the  four  Churches)  of 
meeting  the  evil  of  which  be,  in  common  with  all  earnest  Christians,  complung. 
Not,  however,  territorial  work  conducted  in  tbe  fashion  which  Mr.  S.  describes  it, 
and  which,  besides  being  impracticable,  is  exceedingly  undesirable.  To  draw  a 
hard  and  fast  line  rooud  any  particular  district,  and  say  that  only  those  who  hve 
within  that  line  shall  be  allowed  to  attend  the  church  that  has  been  planted  there, 
would  simply  be  to  perpetuate  one  of  tbe  gravest  evils  of  whicli  the  Christian 
Church  in  these  times,  eapsciallj  in  large  cities,  has  to  complain,  viz.  the  formation 
of  class  congregations.  No  doubt  there  are  class  congregations  already, — congre- 
gations which  are  composed  entirely  of  the  wealthy,  and  towards  which  tbe  wealthy 
naturally  gravitate ;  and  congregations  having  none  and  attracting  none  but  the 
poorer  members  of  society, — among  the  Christian  bodies  who  do  not  pretend  to  act 
upon  tbe  territorial  principle ;  but  by  the  adoption  of  such  &  principle,  in  Glasgovr, 
for  instance,  this  evil^for  evil  it  is— would  only  be  intensified,  and  rendered  all 
the  more  certun  and  baleful  in  its  operation.  It  is  tbe  very  opposite  of  desirable 
to  have  nobody  but  wealthy  hearers,  or  nobody  but  poor  hearers,  in  a  congregation. 
Tbe  model  congregation  is  one  in  which  'rich  and  poor  meet  together  ;'  and  it 
would  not  only  be  more  becoming,  but  immeasuinbly  more  beneficial  for  the 
Church  of  Christ  at  lanfe,  if  the  wealthy  Christians  in  oiir  large  cities,  instead  of 
flocking  together  and  keeping  themselves  by  themselves,  were  to  put  themselves 
to  a  litUe  eBort,  and  practise  a  little  self-deni^,  in  order  to  mingle  more  extensively 
than  they  do  wilb  their  poorer  brethren. 

The  only  scheme  of  tcaritorialism,  we  suspect,  which  is  either  desirable  or  prac- 
ticable, will  be  found  to  be  that  of  allowing  ministers  to  gather  their  congregations 
as  they  are  doing,  and  as  in  all  probability  they  will  go  oq  doing, — one  by  reason 
of  Ills  genius,  another  by  bis  pastoral  ability,  a  third  because  he  happens  to  be  ia  a 
district  where  the  necessities  of  a  church-going  population  require  hia  ministra- 
tions, and  a  fourth  because  he  presides  over  a  congregalJon  whose  past  history  or 
present  character  is  such  as  to  attract  additional  hearers  from  all  quarteni,— 
and  then  to  divide  the  town  or  city  into  districts,  aesignin};  one  district  to  every 
congregation,  which  shall  be  responsible  for  its  proper  cultivation  as  a  mission 
field,  or,  as  some  object  to  the  word  '  mission  field,  as  a  sphere  of  Christian  labonr. 
As  far  OS  possible,  the  district  assigned  to  each  jxirticulfir  congregation  should  lie 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  congregation ;  and  the  work  of  carrying  the  gospel  to 
the  inhabitants  of  that  district,  supposing  them  not  to  be  otherwise  supplied, 
shoutd'be  committed  to  the  minister  and  elders  and  people  of  the  congregation. 
No  doubt,  it  might  very  easily  happen  that  to  one  congregation  a  district  iras 
assigned  whose  spiritu^  wants  were  nearly  or  very  nearly  supplied,  the  large 
majority  of  the  population  being  already  church-going  ;  but  just  as  likely  it  would 
be  found  that  another  congregation  had  received  a  district  which  was  too  large  for 
it  to  superintend  with  anything  like  efficiency — in  which  case  a  subdivision  might 
take  place,  and  a  portion  be  banded  over  to  the  spiritual  oversight  of  the  congrega- 
tion whose  original  district  did  not  require  the  whole  of  its  attontion.  Of  course, 
the  ultimate  object  of  all  this  spiritual  supervision  on  the  part  of  existing  ministers 
and  congregations  would  be  the  origination  and  fostering  of  Christian  churches 
within  the  districts  so  committed  to  their  care.  In  many  cases  churches  could  be 
formed  at  once  ;  in  others,  the  results  of  Christian  operation  in  two  or  three  con- 
tiguous districts  might  be  put  together,  and  a  congregation  formed  at  an  earlier 
period  than  would  otherwise  happen ;  and,  in  all,  the  faithful  proeeoution  of  the 
work  of  evangelising  the  outlying  masses  would  advance  from  the  first,  advance 
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under  the  most  aospiciouB  dicumBtances,  and  ad?itiice  with  almost  certain  tope  of  ' 

Gamiiig  now  to  the  third  diviuon  of  thingti  eoatained  in  Mr.  Scott's  pampblet, 
viz.  the  things  that  are  dew  bat  not  true,  we  instance  only  one,  viz.  his  idea  or 
scbeme  for  the  next  union.  And  yet  we  are  afraid  of  doing  Mr.  Soott  wrong,  in 
wpposing  either  that  he  desires  a  union  of  the  Preabyt«rian  Churches,  or  that  he 
hue  a  clear  idea  of  what  kind  of  a  union  it  should  be,  or  that  the  idea  which  we 
think  he  has  is  new.  The  most  rague  and  shadowy  uncertainty,  if  not  the  roost 
hopeless  contradiction,  characterizes  all  that  he  has  written  under  this  department. 
To  begin  with,  he  informs  us  that  '  all  are  agreed  upon  the  point  that  union  is  a 
cODHunuuation  not  only  devoutly  to  be  wished  for,  but  honestly  to  be  Bought  after, 
by  all  who  profess  their  belief  in  Christ;'  and  further  on  be  says,  that  'there  is  in 
ttis surely '^ — the  fusing  of  the  Presbyterian  Churchea  into  one — 'a  great  good,  one 
much  to  be  desired  and  worked  for;  and  yet  on  thenezt  page  we  find  him  writing 
(one  is  strongly  inclined  t«  suspect  that  a  passage  from  Goldwin  Smith  which  he 
quotes  has  had  something  to  do  in  causing  him  to  lose  his  mental  equilibrium): 
'  We  can  hardly  hope,  indeed,  for  a  time  when  the  people  of  Scotland  shall  bo 
merged  in  one  denominatdon.  Perhaps  it  is  hardly  to  be  wished  for.'  But  aS  wa 
believe  this  to  be  merely  a  temporary  wavering  on  his  part,  we  give  him  credit  for 
eincerely  desiring  to  see  the  hreaches  repaired  in  our  grand  old  PreBbyterian  Church, 
only  we  are  at  a  loss  to  oomprehend  exactly  on  what  footing  the  future  union  is, 
according  to  him,  to  be  effected.  Not  on  the  footing  of  diseetabliBhment  and  dis- 
endowment,  is  the  one  point  upon  which  he  is  really  clear.  He  recognises,  indeed, 
that  '  disestablishment  and  diaendowment  are  poeaihle  casualties ;'  but  '  the  union 
of  Preshyteriau  Churches,  now  sinfully  separate,  while  possihle  as  the  sequel  of 
disestabMahment,'  is  yet,  in  his  opinion,  far,  very  far,  from  likely.  Accordingly,  his 
hopes  of  a  reconstructed  PreabyteriAniani  do  not  point  in  this  direction.  In  one 
plikcB  he  hints  at  such  *  an  expansion  of  the  Established  Church  aa  will  suffice  to 
cover  the  whole  country  with  a  system  of  endowed  territorial  work  commensurate 
jfith  its  spiritual  wants,'  and  as  will  make  '  Dissent  cease  to  be  harmful ;'  but  as  he 
only  mentions  this  aa  an  alternative  to  '  a  union  of  the  Churches,'  wa  can  hardly 
believe  that  he  believes  that  the  stamping  out  of  the  Free  Church  or  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  is  within  the  bounds  of  possibility,  at  least  by  au  overgrown  Estab- 
liahment,  or  that  in  his  heart  he  would  prefer  that  to  a  reconstmc'ed  Presbyterian 
Church,  Unfortunately,  however,  his  idea  of  a  reconstructed  Church,  so  far,  at 
least,  as  we  have  been  able  to  make  it  out,  is  one  which  of  late  yearn  haa  been  gain- 
tag  favour  with  manj,  but  which  it  is  high  time  were  exploded,  that  there  may  be 
no  farther  waste  of  Chriatian  sentiment  and  effort  io  seeking  its  realization.  What 
that  idea  is  will  become  apparent  by  recalling  Mt.  Scott's  opinions  that  union 
■hoold  be  eou^t  for  *  on  the  basis  alone  of  Christian  life  and  usef  ulnesa,'  and  that, 
though  possible  as  the  sequel  of  diseBtablishroent,  it  is  '  yet  far,  very  far,  from 
likely,'— which  opinions  clearly  indicate  that  the  best  union,  in  Mr.  Soottla  judg- 
meot,  is  that  which  will  embrace  all  the  Presbyterian  Churchea,  and  yet  leave  the 
Eetabliahment  standing,  and  that  which  will  comprehend  all  creeds  that  can  pos- 
aibly  find  a  shelter  under  the  Christian  name.  But  anything  more  uuscriptunU, 
however  plausible  and  fair-soundiog  and  religious-like  it  may  be,  thou  the  idea  of 
fomiing  a  comprehensive  Church  on  tbe  basis  of  Christian  life  and  ussfulness  alone, 
cannot  well  be  conceived.  No  Church  can  be  poaseased  of  Christian  life  or  charac- 
terized by  Christian  usefulness  that  is  not  also  distinguished  by  its  adherence  to 
sonud  doctrine;  and  the  attempt  ta  embrace  in  one  united  Church  all  shades  of 
religiousopiniou,  which  would  inevitably  become  all  shades  of  opinion  about  re- 
ligion, whether  Christian  or  not,  would  very  speedily  end  in  destroying  the  New 
Teatsment  idea  of  a  Church  altogether,  which  is  a  society  of  individuals  all  *  hold- 
ing the  Head,'  all '  holding  fast  the  form  of  sound  #ords,'  and  all  '  holding  forth 
tbe  words  of  life.'  And  just  as  remote  from  the  scriptural  conception  of  the  Church 
of  Christ  is  the  fancy  of  a  united  Church,  iu  which  some  of  its  congregations  shall 
be  snpported  by  the  State,  and  others  by  Voluntary  endowment,  and  all  of  them 
supplemented  out  of  a  magnificent  Siistentation  Fund,  and  crowned  by  local  volun- 
tary effort  in  the  way  of  giving.  It  ia,  besideB,  a  fancy,  and  nothing  more.  Tbe 
conception  is  chimerical.     It  ia  a  vain  imagination.    The  binding  together  into  one 
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■  Church  of  free-born  GhiiatianB  and  CbnstuuiB  who  are  in  bondage  to  the  State  ig 
a  sheer  impossibility ;  and  however  desirable  it  may  appear  io  the  eyes  of  eettm 
Eatablishmentariana,  there  ia  not  a  Voluntary  who  is  worthy  of  the  name  \iM 
would  liot  veto  it  on  ita  firat  pTopcsal.  No ;  the  only  leconBtniction  of  tfae  Prei- 
byterian  Church  of  Scotland  that  can  now  be  entertained  most  begin  with  diS' 
eetablishment  and  disendowment  aa  a  prelirainary.  This  all  Volaotariee  bdieve; 
only  Mi.  Scott  is  wrong  in  thinking  that  we  ai«  actiiated  by  any  fierce  hostility  in 
deainng  the  Cbnrch  of  Scotland's  emancipation  from  the  State.  We  desire  it  for 
the  Church  of  Scotland's  own  sake ;  we  desire  it  for  the  BLike  of  all  the  other 
Churches  of  the  land  ;  and  we  desire  it  for  the  sake  of  the  lapsed  masses  of  mi 
population.  Yet  we  do  not  desire  it  angrily.  We  certainly  desire  it  lehe- 
mently.  Yet  we  would  not  violently  assault  her  ancient  dwelling-place.  Wa 
would  much  rather  that  she,  of  her  owd  accord,  would  take  down  the  tabeniicle 
beneath  which  she  has  so  long  been  seeing  shelter — take  it  down  gently,  tsks  it 
down  gradually.  Nay,  if  only  she  would  believe  us,  we  are  anxious  to  give  bei  sU 
the  help  that  is  in  our  power  for  the  accomplishing  of  such  a  work,  because  down 
the  tabernacle  must  come,  sooner  or  later.  Nor  need  she  be  apprehensive  thatsny 
of  the  evils  predicted  by  the  minister  of  Greeuside  will  result  from  its  sncceseful 
performance.  '  The  firea  of  sectarian  strife '  will  not,  as  be  imagines,  '  kindle  mw« 
fiercely,  and  end  in  greater  disunion.'  On  the  contrary,  there  is  every  resson  to 
believe  tJiat,  just  as  it  has  happened  with  tiie  emancipated  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Ireland,  so  it  will  happen  with  the  disestablished  Church  of  Scotland — iiitge  will 
arise  within  her  bosom  first  a  longing  for,  and  then  an  actual  movement  towsnk, 
her  long-separated  ^teia.  A  few  years  might  elapse  before  the  desirable  erentol 
union  was  completed  ;  but  that  it  would  be  completed,  and  the  old  jealouBiea  lod 
rivalries  of  Epbraim  and  Benjamin  hushed  in  fraternal  embrace,  no  thMghlfnt 
observer  of  the  signs  of  the  times  can  fail  to  believe.  Only  let  ber  seek  heT  own 
disestablishment  and  disendowment.  Should  she  desire  to  imitate  the  Irish  Cboich, 
aitd  commute  her  stipends,  we  daresay  even  the  wildest  Voluntarjea  might  prerwl 
npon  tliemselveH,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  '  to  gain  a  great  right,'  not  to  do,  but '  to 
aoSer  a  little  wrong.'  As  for  the  unexhausted  teinds,  we  agree  with  Mr.  Scott  ia 
thinking  that  there  is  no  reason  for  eitJter  presenting  tbem  to  the  Inikdownersofths 
country,  or  allowing  them  toTevert  to  the  Imperial  Exchequer.  Since  they  belong 
to  the  nation,  we  would  have  the  nation  to  receive  them.  Let  them  contribute  to 
the  better  working  of  the  ScottishEducatiou  Act.  As  for  the  endowment  in  every 
parish,  without  which  Mr.  Scott  despairs  of  the  country's  regeneration,  and  lot 
which  he  looks  with  eagerness  towart^  the  unexhausted  teinds,  we  would  auggert 
to  bim  a  better  way.  Let  him  and  his  bretbreu,  when  they  have  commuted  their 
Stipends,  as  we  believe  they  will  do,  throw  them  into  a  common  fund  for  tbe  re- 
united Presbyterian  Church.  It  will  prove  the  sincerity  of  their  desire,  both  for 
tbe  union  of  tbe  Churches  '  now  sinfully  separate,'  and  for  the  evangeliiation  of 
the  spigtually  destitute  throughout  our  land ;  and  if  augmeoted  by  the  contribu- 
tion of  an  equivalent  sum,  which  it  might  easily  be,  the  great  Suatentation  Fund 
thus  formed  would  be  sufficient  to  provide  a  Voluntary  endowment  in  every  puiafa 
in  the  land. 

MR.  HOLMAN  HUNrS  NEW  PICTURE:  'THE  SHADOW  OF  DEATH.' 

BY  TKE  REV.  WALTER  MORISON,  D.P.,  LONDON. 

We  had  almost  said  Mr.  Hunt's  new  Sermon,  for  we  could  not  bett«r  describe  Hit 
work  than  by  giving  it  that  designation.  In  the  '  Shadow  of  Death,'  as  in  th« 
'  Light  of  the  World,'  the  '  Scape-Goat,'  and  the  '  Finding  of  Christ  in  the  Temple,' 
the  painter  treats  a  great  religious  subject;  and  he  does  so  not  that  the  tbeme 
chosen  may  enable  him  to  display  bis  art,  but  that  by  his  art  he  may  illuetrate  bii 
sacred  theme.  '  The  picture,'  the  explanatory  pamphlet  tells  us,  '  was  painted  is 
the  conviction  that  art,  as  one  of  its  uacb,  may  be  employed  to  realize  facts  of  im- 
portance in  the  history  of  human  thought  and  faith  ; '  and  we  further  read :  '  To 
all  who  admit  the  value  of  the  life  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  this  picture  is  addressed.' 
If  one  approaches  ibe  Exhibition  Room  in  Old  B(aid  Street,  on  a  fine  aftonxuh 
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Tith  the  idea  of  the  pictnre  being  a  Bermoii  in  his  miod,  be  begins  next  to  think  of 
Hr.  Hunt  as  being  &  popular  and  even  faghionable  presober,  as  ne  seee  the  string  of 
curiageB  at  the  door,  aud  finds  oa  going  upstaira  the  place,  including  a  little 
gallery  which  has  been  erected  to  giye  a  better  view  of  the  picture  aa  a  whole, 
crotrded.  And  tite  aeriooB  stillnem  of  the  people  is  in  keeping.  Tbey  more  quietly. 
The;  speak  in  Hubdued  toDea.  Many  appear  as  if  listening  to  a  divine  word.  Some 
seem  to  worebip. 

From  the  shade  of  the  room,  back  in  the  midst  of  which  ;oa  at  fint  stand,  and 
with  the  light  thrown  down  upon  it  from  above,  the  picture  glowa  before  you.  The 
caavBS,  held  within  .its  nibebuitial  and  quiet  gold  frame,  is  not  rery  large.  It 
crmtains  bnt  two  figurea,  those  of  Jeeoa  and  His  mother  Mary,  each  about  life-aize. 
Tonr  eye  is  seiied  at  once  by  the  figure  of  our  Lord,  the  worm  brown  tone  of  tba 
almost  naked  body  striking  yo«,  perhaps  not  favourably.  He  is  facing  you,  atand- 
ing  erect,  the  right  leg  straight  and  firm,  while  the  left,  on  which  He  does  not  rest 
BO  heavily,  ia  sEghtiy  drawn  up.  The  bead,  with  its  long  soft  curia  of  brown 
parted  in  the  middle,  is  a  little  thrown  back  and  to  one  aide,  the  eyea  looking 
upwards.  The  mouth  is  open,  as  that  of  one  who  yawus  in  weariuesa,  and  the  arms 
are  thrown  ont,  like  those  of  a  man  who  stretches  hioiBeU  freely  after  long  toil. 
Yon  have  noticed  that  the  figure  is  nude,  save  for  the  neglige  covering  of  the 
inner  robe  of  white  linen,  whuh  has  been  dropped  down  to  where  it  is  held  about 
the  loina  by  the  girdle,  also  of  linen,  diapered  with  pale  crimson.  Whatever  you 
may  have  been  dispoaed  to  qDcstton,  and  you  have  certainly  not  aurrendered  your- 
Belf  to  the  picture  at  once,  you.  have  already  felt  the  quiet  power  of  those  laige, 
mild,  thought' laden,  steady  blue  eyes,  which  look  up,  and  stiU  more  at  the  same 
time  look  in.  You  will  come  back  to  that  face,  which  you  have  pOBsibly  at  first 
ondenmtd  aa  another  and  neeeeaary  failure,  aud  often  look  at  it ;  aod  by  and  by 


perhaps  it  will  possess  and  haunt  you.  Meanwhile  you  turn  to  ooot«mpUte  the 
ether  figure  in  the  picture,  that  of  Hary.  Her  spare  and  Still  youtbfid- looking 
form  is  arrayed  in  a  close-cIiKgiug  dress  of  daik  blue  audgreeu,  edged  along  the  Hide 


with  cord  of  crimson,  and  its  aleeve,  pinned  off  from  the  braceletaJ  left  k 
ahonlder,  turned  up  with  lining  of  striped  pink  and  azure ;  and,  with  a  taaselled 
torhan  of  palest  blae  and  white  folded  about  her  head,  she  kneels  on  the  floor  in 
the  comer  of  the  picture  at  your  left  hand,  her  back  towards  you.  She  has  been 
lieadiiig  over  the  open  GastKm  cheat  or  box  of  white  carved  ivory,  a  comer  of 
whose  crimson  velvet  lining  is  exposed,  peiliapB  putting  back  ioto  it  as  their  re- 
pository the  cheriehed  gifts  which  the  Magi  brought, — the  crown  of  Oriental  form, 
the  casket,  the  frar&incense  vase,  and  that  Indian  shawl  of  finest  silk,  half  lying 
on  the  can'e  chair  beside  the  box,  wrought  with  flowera,  and  peacocks  with  their 
pndeful  cresta  and  spread  tails  studded  with  starry  eyes.  And  suddenly,  as  she 
beods,  her  vision  is  arrested  by  an  appearance  upon  the  wall,  which  startles  and 
jet  files  her,  bo  that  her  raised  head  is  motionless,  end  you  know  how  keenly  she 
is  looking,  although  yon  cannot  see  eye  or  face.  What  has  thus  arrested  her  is  a 
ebadow  formed  upon  the  wall  by  the  body  and  outstretched  arms  of  Jesus,  as  He 
■tands  in  the  level  evening  sunhght.  The  shadow  of  the  arms  falls  partly  on  a  belt 
of  wood  on  the  wall,  which  shows  like  the  transverse  beam  of  a  cross,  and  the 
pointa  of  certain  tools  hanging  on  the  belt  give  the  efiect  of  nail-marks  in  the  middle 
of  the  palms  of  the  hands.  Thus,  in  the  shadow  which  she  sees,  Maiy  beholds  in 
wguished  antidpatian  her  Son  suspended  from  the  accursed  tree ;  and  we  obeerve 
her  just  as  she  is  traoafixed  by  the  '  aword '  of  the  terrible  prescience  '  placing 
through  her  sodI.' 

Too  now  release  your  attention  from  the  two  figures,  that  you  may  take  in  the  scene 
US  whole,  with  its  various  accesaariea.  It  is  a  carpenter's  workshop.  On  your  right 
band  in  the  picture,  neu'  where  Jesus  stands,  Ib  the  planing-bench,  from  which  the 
ahavings  that  cover  the  earthen  floor  so  copiously  have  come.  Close  by  the  bench  you 
He  that  tressel  of  native  form,  with  the  large  hand-saw  left  in  the  wood,  not  yet 
cut  thrai^h.  Passing  over  other  ohg'eets  proper  to  siich  a  place,  you  notice  certun 
things  wMch  you  might  not  have  expected  at  first  to  see.  There  is  a  small  parch* 
nieat-scroll  of  a  book  of  Scripture  lyii%  on  the  window-sill,  with  its  end  unrolled 
a  little  way  towards  you.  There  are  ^so  two  pomegranates  on  the  sill,  side  by  side. 
Oq  a  shdf  below  the  window  there  are  two  or  three  more  parchmebt  rolls, — a  tiny 
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library.  Hardly  to  be  descried,  within  the  ehade  of  the  bencti  apon  the  grooBd,  ia 
a  d&rk-green  bronze-tipped  jag,  holding  a  fiower  ;  and  in  a  comer,  lying  up  tloug 
the  joining  of  the  Talk,  ne«r  the  ahadow  of  the  crosa,  is  a  thin  aheaf  of  long  reeds. 
The  workshop,  you  hare  observed,  in  pl^n.  Its  walls  are  white- washed  and  time- 
stained.  But  t£e  window,  yon  mark,  is  of  a  different  style.  It  is  two-diTiuonecl, 
each  division  being  rotind-topped.  Above,  too,  fitting  in  to  tho  bay  left  by  Uie 
rounded  wiudow-heads,  is  another  light-space,  in  the  form  of  a  rayed  star.  Agaiiut 
the  transparency  of  one  of  the  divitdons  of  the  window  the  head  c^  Jesna  abows  U 
if  BuiToanded  by  a  nimbus ;  conveotJODal  effect  being  thns  given  in  a  realistic  vay. 
In  by  the  other  half  of  the  window  a  branob  of  a  native  tree  or  shrab  peeps.  And 
beyond,  outside,  spreading  in  the  evening  glow  far  away,  goidea  and  green,  is  s 
delicious  landacspe, — '  the  bills  of  Galilee,  .  ,  .  and,  farther  off,  the  plain  of  Jezreel, 
and  beyond  this  the  mountains  of  Gilboa,  almost  meeting  on  the  right  the  range 
of  Carmel ;  while  in  the  far  distance,  on  the  left,  are  the  remote  moontains  extend- 
ing to  Moab,  bebind  the  Jordan.'     That,  aa  we  renember  it,  ia  the  picture. 

We  hare  said  nothing  yet,  except  incidentally  and  by  implioalion,  of  the  painting 
as  a  work  of  art  ;  and  perhaps  we  should  not  venture  far  upon  this  field,  kit  the 
fanlt  of  our  eye,  that,  in  looking  at  the  carpenter's  shop,  we  do  ,not  seem  to  see 
deep  into  an  apartment  of  certain  cubie  dimensiDns,  us  which  one  coald  tntn 
himself  and  move  about,  but  have  rather  before  us  the  reprcseotatioB  of  a  loom 
on  a  flat  surface,  without  due  perspective — something  of  the  pro-Raphaelite 
mannerism,  which  has  disappeared  from  the  landscape  part  of  the  picture, 
remaining  here  in  the  interior,  if  after  what  has  been  said  it  can  be  ei^ed  bj 
the  name?.  We  do  not  complain  that  the  figures  of  our  Lord  and  His  mother 
Mary  are  spare,  and  not  imposing  in  tbeir  effect,  although  the  word  '  meagre '  bu 
somehow  come  into  our  mind  as  we  look  ;  for  doubtless  they  are  true  to  the  Syrian 
type,  and  we  did  not  come  into  the  room  desiring  to  see  a  painting  in  the  '  grand 
style.'  Thinking  of  the  more  detailed  execution  of  the  work,  it  is  impossible  not 
to  be  astonished  at  the  handling  everywhere.  How  finished,  and  how  true  in  its 
effect,  it  is !  That  Indian  shawl,  so  s(dt  and  shining  ;  the  velvet  linmg  of  the  box, 
a  litde  worn  ;  the  distinctive  grain  of  the  wood  of  bench  and  o^  plane- ;  the  swrea 
made  by  Mie  old  chance  toacLes  of  the  saw  on  the  crasB-bar  of  the  tressel ;  the 
silken  texture  of  the  shavings ;  the  down — the  wind  might  blow  it — opon  tte 
Saviour's  Mmbs ;  the  white  dust  from  th«  earth  floor,  faint  and  powdery,  o»er 
the  sole  of  Mary's  little  foot  tnmed  towards  you  as  she  kneels — all  is  exquisite  m  its 
way!  But  yOD  must  look  near  enough.  When  you  ti^nd  back  yoit  miaa  the 
combined  effect  whieb  you  have  from,  for  example,  Turner's  style  of  working. 
It  is  impossible  for  art  to  give  the  graduated  effect  at  aJI  distances  which  we  have 
in  nature.  Sach  school  of  work  consequently  must  be  taken  with  its  limitations; 
although  it  is  not  desiraUe,  sorely,  that  we  should  have  the  extremes  of  nther. 

Passing  from  the  quality  of  the  mere  brush- work,  one  asks  whether  there  is  truth  b 
the  picture  looked  at  in  a  broader  aspect.  What  warrant  is  there  from  Scripture  to 
believe  that  Mary  could  know  the  manner  of  death  her  Son  was  to  die?  or  wlist 
warrant  in  reason  to  conclude  t^at,  supposing  she  did  not  know  it  beforehand,  the 
idea  conld  he  borne  into  her  mind  in  a  lightning  flash  as  she  saw  him  suspended  in 
the  shadow?  We  eaimot  forget,  in  answering,  that  Hary  might  weU  know  the 
twenty-second  psalm,  in  which  the  suffering  Messiah  ia  repreeooted  as  speaking 
touchingly  of  His  'mother,' and  of  how  Hisenemieewereto'pierceHishandsandHis 
feet.'  Hot  conld  she  have  foiled,  during  her  visile  to  Jerusalem  at  the  feast  times, 
being  as  it  was  under  the  Roman  power,  to  see  many  a  crucifixioo.  She  would, 
in  spite  of  herself,  get  horrible  glimpses  of  the  victims  hanging  upon  their  crosses 
as  she  passed  in  or  out  of  the  gates.  And  hence,  even  although  she  bad  not 
previously  comtected  that  maimer  of  death  ia  herthonght  with  Jesus,  she  might 
too  possibly  be  startled  into  a  sudden  conception  oi  it  as  her  eyo  was  caught  by  the 
representation  of  Htm  suspended  in  the  shadow.  '  Wag  Hi,  her  Son,  then,  thus  to 
die  ? '    We  cannot  decline  to  grant  the  artist  the  essential  truth  of  his  conception. 

And  when  we  consider  Tarious  other  points  which  perhaps  at  first  also  excited 
questioning,  we  are  again  led  to  a  perception  of  the  depth  and  significance  of  the 
punter's  ideas^  in  his  work.  One  of  these  points  is  the  red-brown  tone  of 
colouring  of  tlie  Saviour's  body.    Doubtless  that  is  tecbnically  correct,  it  being  a 
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SrruD  workman  who  is  represented.  But  what  eatiafiea  ns  more  deeply  is  our  being 
lal  to  think  of  the '  red-euth '  implied  in  the  name  of  tJie  fiiat  man  :  it  is  the  weona 

Adam  who  stands  before  iw,  in  all  the  aignifioance  of  that  position!  Another  point 
ti  the  all  hot  nude  appearance  of  Jesuit  in  the  picture.  One,  if  he  has  not  known 
beforehand  what  to  expect,  is  sarprised  and  even  offended  by  this  when  he  fint 
cornea  into  the  room.  Here  again  it  is  probably  just  to  say  that  the  representation 
titrneto  nature;  the  artisan  in  the  hot  East  addressing  himself  to  his  manual 
liboQT  with  the  least  possible  eQcumbrance  of  attire.  But,  beneath  this,  has  not 
tlie  artiEt  nought  to  suggest  to  our  minds  the  idea  of  the  entntial  hmnanity  of 
Jeens?  There,  in  the  second  Adam,  is  the  Man!  You  see  TTini  bare  of  all 
idrentitious  investiture.  And  may  we  not  even  inquire  whether  the  painter- 
preiohec  does  not  wish  ns  to  think,  in  like  manner,  of  the  iMusae$$  of  our  blessed 
Lord— it  having  been  the  loea  of  innocence  by  oar  first  parente  that  led  to  the 
necessity  for  a  coTering  for  an  awakened  shame?  The  presence  of  Hary  in  the 
workshop  where  Jesus  has  been  engaged  in  a  guise  suitod  to  His  toil,  niay  have 
been  felt  by  some  to  be  an  incongruity  ;  but,  following  up  what  has  been  already 
uid,  it  may  be  pardonably  suggested  that  the  artist  meant  us  to  think  of  tliis  man 
>a  being,  unlike  the  first,  *  born  of  a  woman,'  acoording  to  the  pitHuise.  To  turn  , 
noT  to  some  other  points,  we  notjee  that  our  Lord  has  been  engaged  in  labour.  It  is 
in  the  midst  of  a  workshop  that  Ee  stands.    So  did  the  first  Adam  work  ;  tie  was 

Sat  into  the  garden  to  till  the  ground.  Thus  is  it  tanght  that  labour  is  man's 
Dnonrable  function  always.  And  the  labour  is  to  be  directed  according  to  his 
circiunstances.  The  first  Adam  '  tilled  the  ground ;'  the  second  Adam,  appearing 
Bt  1  ^e  of  advancement  both  in  the  devdopment  of  needs  and  the  snpplying  lu 
them,  is  a  '  carpenter, '  doing  the  mord  ingenious  and  artificial  work  of  that  craft. 
And  this  Man  who  is  set  before  ns  here  is  a  leorher  indeed,  We  do  not  look  upon 
ODe  who  has  been  trifling  with  his  task  during  the  day.  See  the  signs  of  labour 
ucamulated  upon  the  floor  I  You  observe  how  wearied  He  is,  now  that  the 
day  is  done.  There  is  rest  indicated,  however,  aa  well  as  labour.  The 
pictore  does  not  show  ns  one  slaving  on,  by  the  light  of  a  fading  lamp,  far 
into  the  night.  No ;  not  before  the  evening  indeed — a  good  day's  work  should  be 
done — but  before  the  sunlight  has  quit«  gone  out  of  the  sky,  let  there  be  the  needed 
repose  I  Christianity  sanctifies  rest  not  less  than  work.  And  is  there  not  an  ides 
vbich  we  shall  be  right  to  note,  suggested  by  this  weariness  and  rest  at  which  we 
hive  been  looking  ?  Are  not  these,  in  one  aspect,  the  '  shadow  of  death '  of  the 
picture?  For  what  is  death  but  the  great  weariness  and  the  great  repose?  It  is 
Dot  the  image  on  the  wall  merely,  bat  the  hidden  image  in  that  exhaustion  slid  that 
release  aft«r  toil  which  we  see  in  the  figure  of  the  Saviour,  that  gives  ua  the 
meaning  of  the  title— the  '  Shadow  of  Death  I'  There  is  much  tor  us  still  to  dwell 
upon  in  this  representation  of  Jeaus  in  the  midst  of  labour.  Look  deep  int^,  look 
tmdover,  that  expression  on  His  face  I  There  is  something  more  in  what  you  see 
than  the  picture  of  one  whohasgivenanexampleof  honest  work.  For  do.yon  not 
discern  pain,  and  sorrow,  and  submission,  and^ — not  questioning,  but — wondering 
is  that  young  uplifted  face  ?  So  young,  and  yet  so  weary,  as  with  an  inward 
veariness !  It  is  plainly  toil  we  see — work  with  the  burden  and  the  woe  in  it. 
The  '  Last  Adam '  is  enduring  what  belongs  not  to  Himself,  but  has  come  upon  Him 
because  of  His  representative  position.  As  .the  Cross-bearer,  He  has  taken  upon 
Him  what  is  called  in  the  pamphlet  the  '  first  burden '  of  His  humiliation.  This  toil 
is  the  beginning  of  the  bitter  end.  The  sawing  of  the  plank  is  part  of  the  making 
rf  the  cross.  The  carrying  of  the  cross  and  the  being  nailed  upon  it,  are  but  further 
eiperiences  yet  to  be  passed  through  in  the  same  '  obedience  unto  death.' 

Let  ns  notice  now,  liowever,  what  in  the  picture  relieves  this  darker  aspect  of 
the  labour.  Some  of  the  details  and  accessories  have  been  already  pointed  out,  but 
it  remdns  for  us  to  think  of  their  significance.  The  little  parchment  rolls  of  Scrip- 
ture—one  of  them  open,  as  we  have  marked — might  well  be  where  we  see  them  asa 
matter  of  fact;  for  how  often  has  one  room,  perhaps  even  his  workshop,  served  the 
bniable  scholar  for  library  and  dormitory  and  all  I  But  the  painter  has  pat  them 
vhere  they  are,  as  an  artist  and  teacher,  that  we  might  be  led  to  conceive  of  One 
who  was  no  mere  mechanictJ  worker,  but  a  reader,  and  a  thinker,  and  a  lover  of 
God's  law.    Thought  and  piety  in  the  workshop  I    These  are  the  things  we  see : 
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nutQ  not  a  mere  beast  of  bniden  or  producing  macUoe,  but  a  being  vith  a  life 
outside  of  the  factory,  and  with  capability  and  daty  of  reflection  belonging  to  him, 
and  who  is  to  shape  hia  course  by  a  '  Ian '  which  be  is  to  study  as  he  hu  oppor- 
tuoity,  and  by  the  pondering  of  which  as  he  handles  his  implements  of  labour  he 
may  elevate  and  sanctify  hia  common  toil.  We  have  noticed  other  aneipect«d 
things  in  this  workshop  besides  these  parchment  rolls.  It  is  not  a  mern  bare  pioeue 
room.  Look  again  at  the  reeds  and  the  pomegranates ;  do  not  forget  the  pitcliei 
with  the  flower  in  it  near  the  bench.  Obsarre  the  richnees  of  the  mmlioncd 
window.  You  cannot  help  as  jou  do  so  noticing  the  tree  branch  nodding  in,  and 
getting  a  new  glimpae  oi  the  fair  hill  scenery,  gradually  losing  iteelf  in  the  dim 
distance,  outside.  You  think  of  Jesus  as  working  in  bui^  a  room  and  witb  tbeee 
Burrouodings,  and  you  say  to  youTself.  '  The  artiat  wiahes  me  to  know  that,  in  the 
Christian  idea  of  it,  common  artificial  work.ia  not  to  t>e  dissociated  from  nature 
and  the  beautiful,  I  am  asked  to  mark  how  my  Example  has  wooed  in  something  . 
of  the  poetry  of  the  world  into  His  workshop,  to  tell  me  that,  as  a  man  having  i 
manifold  and  rich  nature,  I  am  not  true  to  mj  ideal  if  I  surrender  myself  to  iLe 
hard  and  coarse  and  merely  materially  useful'  Indeed,  it  is  a  largo  and  wonderful 
assemblage  of  what,  looking  superficially,  we  might  at  first  have  thought  unlikely 
and  inconHiHtent  things  that  is  gathered  together  here  around  the  central  Man. 
There  is  loftonr— He  is  Himself  the  '  carpenter ; '  there  is  art — you  see  the  wrought 
gifts  of  the  Magi ;  there  is  nature — in  the  pomegranates,  the  reeds,  the  flower,  tlie 
tree  branch,  and  the  peep  of  the  outside  world ;  there  are  literalure  and  religwji-' 
snggeated  by  the  rolls  of  the  Law ;  and  there  are  perioaal  piety  and  devotion— joa 
observe  them  in  Christ's  heavenly  look  as,  for  Hia  true  rest  after  His  labour.  He  tiune 
in  loving  thoi^ht  to  Hia  Father. 

We  are  not  yet  dona  with  the  seeming  incongruitiee  of  the  picture.  Are 
not,  it  has  been  asked,  those  precious  gifts  brought  by  the  wise  men  out  of  place, 
in  being  represented  as  kept  in  a  common  workshop  in  the  midst  of  tools 
and  shavings  and  dust?  And  we  have  heard  the  remark,  How  rich  i^  the 
one  side  of  the  room,  where  the  treasures  are  displayed,  and  how  poor  and 
bare  the  other,  where  the  ptaning-bench  and  the  tressel  for  sawing  stand!  Un- 
doubtedly the  essential  Irutk  which  must  characterize  every  genuine  work  oi 
imagination  requires  that,  in  the  expresaing  of  any  high  thought,  there  must  he  no 
violation  of  the  literal  possibUitiea  or  even  proprieties  of  the  case.  But  we  are  niA 
called  upon  to  say  that  in  the  present  instance  there  has  been  any  such  violation 
done.  Whether  the  eiigoncies  of  a  small  abode  might  be  held  to  require  that  tbe 
room  which  was  a  workshop  should  at  the  same  time  serve  other  uses,  or  we  are  te 
think  of  the  precious  articles  as  having  been  placed  where  they  are  temporarilyfot 
a  particular  purpose,  we  do  not  feel  that  tbe  true  *  unities '  have  been  really  inter- 
fered with.  And  certainly  the  ideaa  which  by  his  arrangement  of  objecta  mo  artist 
has  here  expressed,  are  among  the  deepest  and  most  appropriate  in  the  painting. 
We  have  suggested  to  us,  in  a  powerfid  way,  the  two  contrasted  sides  of  our  Lord's 
condition  in  this  world.  In  that  condition  there  was  a  royal  side,  and  there  was  a 
subject  tide.  Jesus  was  king  as  well  as  carpenter.  It  was  fitting,  therefore, — tbe 
picture  would  have  lacked  its  most  distinctive  meaning  otherwise, — that  in  the  one 
part  of  the  painting  there  should  be  the  lavish  riches  which  we  see,  including 
especially  the  crown,  and  that  in  the  other  part  there  should  be  just  that  plainne® 
of  the  humiliation  which  we  observe.  Similarly,  the  general  character  raf  the  wort- 
shop  as  a  room  is  noticeable.  We  perhaps,  remarking  the  plain  white-washed 
walls,  and  then  the  ornate  window,  supposed  that  surely  the  one  part  was  incon- 
sistent with  the  other.  The  apartment,  we  thought,  was  as  a  whole  too  rich- 
looking  for  the  working-place  of  a  carpenter.  But  then  we  reflected.  The  workshop 
in  which  a  king  is  carpenter  is  fitly  indicated  by  a  room  whidi,  once  belonging  to 
a  mansion  or  pdace,  and  still  wearing  traces  of  its  former  grandeur,  is  now  occupied 
as  a  place  for  humble  toil.  And  we  alao  said  to  ourselvea,  The  world  into  which 
JesuB  came  to  labour  is  just  such  a  degenerated  room.  It  was  originally  part  of  a 
mansion — see  its  windows  1 — but  it  has  fallen  into  decay.  May  we  hint  further,  that 
the  crown,  which  the  artist  represents  as  having  been  among  the  gifts  brought  to 
the  '  King  of  the  Jews,'  ia  of  a  special  kind,  suggesting  the  priestly  mitre  as  well  aa 
the  regal  diadem,  and  leading  us  to  thiuk  ot  the  '  many  crowns '  which  are  spoken 
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of  in  BereUtion  u  being  npon  the  exalted  HeBaiah's  head?  ItiBaHbytdMaii,  Oue 
who  ia  a  king  and  a  priest,  tliat  staada  before  as  thm  iiva  ^nde-aod  light  of  abase- 
meQt  and  gloiy  !  There  He  U  in  th«  estate  to  nhkih,  cot  able  ti3  leave  all  His  glory 
behind  Hinj,  He  stooped  forua,  showing  us  an  eiample  of  faithful;  self-denying 
labour,  and  bearing  in  ita  beginnuigs  the  burden  of  the  cunw !!  And  He  is  waiting 
to  go  on  to  all  that  ia  before-  Him.  Be  is  yet  to  hang  upon  the  orosa^  there  is  the 
forecsBt  Hhadow  of  it  behind  His  back  upon  the  wall,  and  Mary  lees  it ! '  Our  Repre- 
eentative  is  to  diei  But  that  death  is  not  to  be  the  end.  It  is  the  '  shadow  of 
death,'  after  all;  which  we-see,  and  a  shadow  pasaes  away.  That  ominoua  adum- 
bration will  fade  fhimr the- wall ;  and  the  '  star'  which  ia  orer  the  Saviour's  head 
as  Heptands  mJl'hawe  found  its  meaniog  in  Hie:attaihed  glory  and  joy.  The  crown, 
too,  which  haa  been  prophetieally  kept  Bo  long,  wilt  haveTaached  ita~uie,  clasping 
a  tnumphanb  brow. 

If  such  thoughta  aa  these  are  kgitiinate, — and' the  prctore  was  exttreaaly  intended 
to  teach,  or  haa  the  power  of  naturally  ai^gesting  them, — it  is  surely  no  unmeaning 
or  ordinary  production  at  which  we  have  been  looking.  We  see  in  Mr.  Hunt  not  a 
meremarvellotisworkman,  but  ai  thinker  and  a  poet,  and  indeed  a  preacher  of  Christ, 
— one  of  those  vrbo  have- written  a  '  Life  of  Jesus,'  an  '  Ecce  Homo,'  in  our  day. 

.The  style  of  work  whidi  Ht.  Huut  haa  done  in  thia  iiutance  ia  characteriatie,  and 
cannot  be  better  described  than  as  the  teaching,  or  poetically  suggestive^  It  is  not 
the  allegorical,  like  that  of'  hia  own  '  Light  of  the  ^^rld,'  or.  fteel  Paton's. '  Mors 
Janna  Viti^'  in  whieh  ideas  are  expresaed'  b;  forma  that  never  oeuld  have  been 
actual  Nor  ia  it  the  strictly  realistic — the  bare,  while  true,  representation  of  the 
actual,  willvall  its-mfanings  hidden,  or,  if  you  will;  lying  an  '  open'  but  itnindieated 
'  secret,' within  itself.  B  ix  the  ideal  realistically ^wrougfLt:  The  aoeneneveractually 
was  aait  bes  been  represented,  aiid  yet  it  might  have'Deen,  and  might  have  been  eo. 
In  the  acceeeoriea'tha«ymboUoal  partly  oomea  in  ;^.  and  yet  it' is  p^^ape  rather  the 
poetkat,  with  iM  freer  suggestivenees.  The  pictore,  in  ita.  general  character,,  may 
be  aaid  to  be  like  a  poem  of  Tennyson's — deen  in  thought,  true  to  nature,  perfect 
in  liniah.  .ted,  hke  the  poem,  it  ne^iraa  t«  be  read  with-tbe  eye  suffioientlj  near 
to  it;  itSitoacheaarenottTiimerian,  telliog  art  a  diatanee. 

From  what  it  haa  accompliabed  and'  what  it  haa  failed  in,  thia  new  work  of  Mr. 
Hnnt's  will  naturally  raise  again  the  queetion.of  the  general  capabilitiea  of  religious 
art.  '  We  have  here,'  aay.  some,  '  another  failure  whieh.  was  inevitable  ;  fax  how  is 
it  possible  for  man  to  paint  anything  above  the  kurnaiif  ^o^Saviour  was  human 
indeed,  but  He  "wea  at  the  same  time  infinitely  more ;  and  alt*  our  attampts  to 
lepreaent  that  higher  natare  muat  end  in  diaappointment.'  It  ia  too  easy  to  admit 
that  it  is  seldom  at  ^e  best  that  paintings  or  scriptural  subjects,  and  especially 
anbjectBi in.  which  the  Difine  Bedeemer  ia. represented,  elevate  our  ideas  or  satisfy 
onr  mindSy  or  in.  fact  do  anything-  else  than  disturb  the  higher  ideals  which  we 
hare  beforehand  in  our  imaginatioti..  But  we  are  alow  to  concede  that  a  repre- 
Kotatioa  in  some  degree  satisfying  even  o£  the-San  of  Sod,  is,  from,  the  nature  of 
"-  —  '      md  the  capabilities  ef  ait.     It  ia  to-be  granted  at  onoe  that  the 


purely  divine  is  inmossible-  of  representatioa-  by  a  creature,  or  of  material  repre- 
KntalJoa  at  aH.  But  Jesus  Christ  was  tha  God-man;  and  so  far  as  the  diviui 
appeared,  it  appeared  in  the  expression  visible  in  Bis  human  face.  Now,  whatever 
is  capablaot6wy^M,»»i8  capable  of  reprefenlation,  if  we  have  only  the  abiUty  and  the 
materials  for  doing  it.  So  far  as  the  divine  could  eiercsB.  itself  through  the  human 
features  and.  become  visible,  ao  far  could  the  divine  be  Eepreaent«d,  aupposiog  that 
there  was  the  requisite  roeaesre  of  skill  for  the  woA.  There  is  oo  abstract  im- 
pcssibility  in  the  case.  True,  D0.1i^ng  artist  haa  seen  w  can  see  the  God-man.  But  the 
Bama  is  true  of  ua  who  look  at  tdie- pictures  which  are  painted.  If  the  aa'tiata  can- 
not  paiut  as  having  seen  the  Perfect  M>dcL,  neither  can  we  judge  their  work  aa 
having  aeen  Him,  so  as  to  be  able  to  feel,  from  neceaaary  c»)ntrast,  liow  far  it 
comes  short.  As  regarda  both  the  painter  and  the  looker  at  the  picture,  the  -case 
ia  that  of  there  being  an  individual  ideal  in  the  mind;  and  the  question  ia,  whether 
a  pnre-souled,  pions  artiat,  of  high  power,  may  not  ao  eipress  his  ideal  on  the 
eanvas  that  I,  if.  I  am  spiritually- minded,  Christ -loving,  and  intelligent  too,  ahall 
he  able  to  aay,  on  lookiiig  at  the  representation,  '  It  is  the  Lord  1 '  my  feeling  and 
thought  have  found  some  measure  of  eipreBW)n.    Given  the  Christ-loving  heart 
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pimSlmt  PnilL  Mufi. 


and  the  artUt  eje  and  hand,  and  we  may  aamitocUy  have  Buoh  repreaentatiooB  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  as  will — not  saii/fi/  ua :  that  would  be  f  tulure — but  make  ns  hungec 
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Being  an  Addrett  delivered  hy  Rev.  John  Cooper,  fate  of  Fala,  on  oceasion  of  iii 
Jubilee,  when  he  mas  pruented  icith  Three  Haadred  Pounds  and  a  pieeeofSiker 
Plate. 

My  Deab  FaiEtfDS, — Words  cannot  ei-  getting  on  with  your  apul?'     1  wu 

press  the  gratitude  I  feel  for  the  valu-  silent;  but  the  question  took  Buch  bold 

able  gift  which  yon  haye  now  presented  of  me,  that,  by  the  guidance  of  God'e 

to  me,  and  for  the  quiet,  retir^  manner  Spirit,  I  was  enabled  to  prosecute  the 

in  which  it  has  been   done.     You  are  inquiry  until,   in   the   end,   I   attained 

aware  that  a  more  extensive  manifesta-  the  weU-grounded  hope  of  accepiance 

tion  of  kindness  waa  at  first  intended,  with  (jod.    A  conuderable  time  after 

and  a  more  public  meeting  proposed,  thie,  mf  attention  was  arrested  by  the 

To  the  first  cd  these,  when  notified  to  ^ims  of  tiae  world  'lying  in  vicked- 

me,  I  gave  the  most  strenuOBS  oppoBi-  ness,'  and  altimately  I  gaye  myself  np 

tion,  and  the  state  of  my  health  pre-  to  misaien. service.    The  first  deatisaljon 

eluded  the  possibility  of  (he  second.  was  to  have  been  Busman  Tartary,  but 

The    kindness    of   friends,   however,  tiie  Scottish  Missionary  Society,  anxious 

was  not  to  be  restrained  ;  and  as  the  to  extend  their  field  of  labour,  filed  on 

result,  I  now  find  myself  inthe  presence  India  as  the  sphere  of  a  new  miseioii; 

of  representativee  from  several  congre-  and   in   consequence,    along    with  my 

gations.    And  to  you,  Mr.  Feddie,  1  owe  colleagues,  ^Messrs.  Crawford  and  Uit- 

a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  lor  the  iindly  cbell,  we  sailed  for  Bombaj  in  the  year 

maoDer  in  which  you  have  addres^  18^2.     Ten  years'   labodr  so  exhausted 

me,  and  in  which  the  brethren  present  my  strength  that  the  medical  advisoB 

have  ezprefised  their  hearty  concurrence,  sent  me  home.    In  God'^  good  prori- 

I  trust  you  do  not  expect  from  me  a  dence,  the  disease  under  which  I  labomed 

speech  in  reply,  as  it  was  only  last  night  was  to  a  great  extent  subdued ;  yet  a 

that  I  was  informed  of  your  purposed  medical  committee  in  Edinbur^  gave 

visit,  and  the  failure  of  my  voice  dis-  it  aa  tiieir  decided  opinion  that  I  could 

ables  me  from  the  attempt.    And  y^  not  return  to  %tropical  -climate,  thongli 

I   should  much  desire  to  take  a  brief  I  might  attain  to  perfect  health  in  this 

review  of  a  fifty  years'  ministry — and  country.     You  are  all  avrane  of  my  sub- 

what  a  momentous  fifty  years  have  these  sequent  history.      For  thirty  years  I 

been,  to  myself,   the   Church,  and  tlie  ilaboured  in  the  congregation  of  Fall, 

world!  uDtii   infirmities   rendered  it  necesauy 

Were  I  to  begin  with  myself,  I  mig^t  to  resign  my  cbai^. 

record  the  superabundant  grace  of  God  It  was  Uien  .that  the  munificence  of 

in   arresting  me,   a   giddy,  thoughtless  Christian  Irieads  presented  me  with  tiie 

youth,  when  serving  .an  apprenticeship  bouse  I  have  since  occnpied,  in  vbkh 

m  one  of  the  first  shops  in  town.     It  is  we  how   are   met,  *nd   which,  I  have 

true  I  had  been  carefully  trained,  both  settled,  shall,  by  and  by,  become  ibe 

by  precept  and  example ;  but  my  per-  property  of  the  Scheme  for  Aged  and 

Bonal  condition  before  God  had  never  Infirm  Ministers.      I  adore  the  divine 

cost  me  serious  thought  until  a  moment-  goodness  in  so  restoring  my  healtb, 

ous  question  liad  been  put  to  me  by  a  that  X  have  <been   enabled    for  some 

friend,   which   I   mention  for  the   en-  years   past   to   preach   in   very  many 

couragement  of  all  who  set  themseWes  of  the  churches  of  aU  denominations; 

to  do  ^ood.     I  met  my  late  Sabbath-  and  now,  when  by  increasing  infirmities 

school  teacher.  Mi.  Dan^n,  wiio  kindly  I  am  unable  for  public  work,  here  are 

inquired  how  I  was  getting  on.    My  you  met  to  express  your  sympathy,  and 

reply  was  that  I  liked  my  situation,  and  to  add  to  my  material  comforts.    Btes 

was  doing  welL    '  That  was  not  what  I  the  Lord,  0  my  sonl,  and  all  that  ii 

meant,'  he  stud,  'bat  how  are  matters  within  me  bless  Bis  holy  name  I  la*  ' 
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forget  not  tbat  it  is  He  vbo  pnte  it  into  rion  work,  and  deep  Bftnpathy  with  my 

tlie  he&rtB  of  friends  to  muiifeflt  sDch  familj  distreee,  requesting  me,  jn  the 

generoBity  towards  me.     Nay,  nor  Ib  this  name  of  our  common  Master,  to  accept 

all ;  for,  highly  as  I  respect  the  kindness  the  encloeed  cheque  on  his  banker  for 

uid    aSection    of   brethreo,    the   great  1000   rupees,   or    aboat    £100    of    oui 

question  comee  borne  to  me  &i  my  old  moaej.    Why  ihonld  not  T  mention  that 

age.   What   of  the   Master  1      In  what  the  benevolent  donor  was  James  Parish, 

aspect   does    my   fifty  years'   ministry  Esq.,  who,  after  a  long  courae  of  useful- 

appear  to  Him  ?  Dees,  died  in  London  some  months  ago  ? 

I  am  conscions  that  I  have  all  along  Returning  from  a  religious  meeting,  he 

preached    the   glorious    gospel    of    the  was  suddenly  called  home  on  entering 

blessed  God,  but  oh,  amid  how  many  his  own  house. 

imperfections  I    And  there  ia  no  prayer!  As  to  friends  in  this  country,  your 

moresincerelyand  earnestly  pot  up  than  presence  here   is  a  msnifestaticn   how 

this:  Enter  not  int«  judgment  with  me,  namerous    and    how   considerate    they 

0  God ;  for  if  Thou  shouldst  mark  ini-  have  been. 

qaity,who,  0  TjOrd,  could  stand?  The  1  should  like  for  a  moment  to  take 
lame  gospel  BO  long  preached  to  others,  I  a  retroepectiTe  glance  at  the  changes 
find  sufficient  to  sustain  me  in  my  old  tiiat  have  taken  place  in  Edinburgh, 
tgfi,  and  in  tfie  near  proepeet  (^  ^e  my  native  city,  from  the  year  1822, 
eteroal  world.  when  I  left  for  India.  It  then  coq< 
Did  I  enlarge  the  retrospect  of  fifty  tuned  about  40  churches  of  all  de- 
yean,  I  could  not  refrain  from  mentioB-  nominations;  now  there  are  112.  No 
ing  bow  much  of  Christian  kindness  has  church  at  that  time  had  any  Sabbath 
all  along  been  manifested  towards  me.  school.  Those  that  then  were  belonged 
Many  ^ve  ntokeu  of  this  world  as  to  the  Gratis  Sabbath  -  School  Society, 
destitute  of  friendship.  I  would  speak  of  the  operations  of  which  I  have  a  vivid 
of  it  as  quite  the  reverse.     How   oan  recollection,   having   been  at  one  time 

1  refrain  from  mentioning  such  cases  a  scholar,  then  a  teacher  and  director, 
as  these?  On  entering  the  harbour  and  finally  having  preached  two  of  their 
of  Bombay,  I  said  to  my  partner  in  anniversary  sermons.  Now,  Sabbath- 
life,  'Here  are  we  entering  a  strange  school  instruction  forms  a  prominent 
CDUEtry,  not  knowing  a  single  ini£'  place  in  the  arrangement  of  churches  of 
vidual  I '  and  yet,  on  going  ashore  in  the  all  denominations. 

)ilot  boat,  the  first  sounds  that  greeted  Then  there  were  no  home  missions ; 
my  ear  were,  '  Have  yon  any  mission-  now,  besides  tlie  excellent  and  energetic 
arils  from  Scotland?  This  voice  was  City  Mission,  almost  every  church  is 
tliat  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Clough,  minister  of  enj^aged,  not  only  in  the  instruction 
the  Scotch  Church,  who  received  ns  into  of  the  young  of  their  own  coogrega- 
hie  house,  and  ever  afterwards  continued  tion,  but  also  among  the  neglected  &nd 
a  steady  and  affectionato  friend.  It  outcast ;  and  in  addition  to  all  this, 
would  fail  me  to  tell  of  the  many  acts  each  of  the  churchea  of  our  denomina- 
of  kuidneea  received  in  that  country,  tion,  at  least,  has  a  society  within  itself 
but  the  following  I  cannot  refrain  from  for  the  support  of  home,  and  foreign 
mentioning: — I  bad  been  in  much  and  missions.  This  leads  me  to  notify  in  a 
long  continued  family  distrcBB.  The  few  words  what  I  would  gladly  have  , 
salaries  of  missionaries  in  these  days  enlarged  upon, — the  extension  and  pro- 
were  very  small,  and  with  all  economy  sperity  of  foreign  missions,  in  which,  as 
1  Has  getting  somewhat  into  9ebt,  and  you  are  aware,  I  spent  the  first  ten 
vu  greatly  perplexed  thereby.  I  had  years  of  my  ministry.  Then,  indeed, 
committed  the  case  to  God,  asking  divine  in  so  far  as  India  was  concerned,  it  was 
direction,  but  without  any  thought  of  the  day  of  small  things.  The  Govem- 
eitraordinary  interference.  I  was  pacing  ment  waa  averse  t«  our  operations,  and 
tiis  verandah  with  my  sick  child  in  roy  refused  to  allow  ns  to  proceed  to  the 
Woe,  and  Mrs.  Cooper  tying  very  ill  in  Deccan,  which  was  our  original  destina- 
the  next  room,  wlien  the  postman  put  tion,  and  we  had  to  move  aaide  to  the 
int^mj  hands  a  letter  from  a  gentle-  Konkun,  a  much  inferior  sphere  of 
miQ  in  Bombay,  wlio  was  entirely  labour.  I  cannot  forbear  mentioning 
^onnt  of  my  pecuniary  difficulties,  that  no  stranger  can  have  any  idea  of 
Se  expressed  mucu  interest  in  our  mis-  the  difficulties  connected  with  the  com- 
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meacement  of  a,  miarioD  wbeK  tbe  go»el  It  wiMld  b&re  been  to  me  a  ^teftil 

had  never  been  fseacbed-;  for,  like  Hie  task  to  have  enumerated  tte  mfferent 

buildingof  a  honse,  tbefonndation  nraat  Chttrcbes  wlndh  areeng^ed  in  mismoD 

be  dug,  ODd  deeply  Itud,  and  not  a  few  work,   tSie  iramber  of  (Dieston  atatioDS, 

in  all  probability  will  iaM  ob  victims  in  converts,  and  genoul  pro^teritj  of  the 

the  labour.     Such  has  been  tbe  case  m  great  cauee  thronghoot  t^  world;  but 

onr  misHion,  for  there  f^  euocesswely  streagth  would  fail  sne  to  do  bo,  and  the 

Mr.  Donald  Hitchell,    Mr.    Crawford,  eubject  is  not  an  iuAdowh  one,  for  the 

Mr.   Nesbit,   Mr.   James   Mitehell,   and  monthly  publiciltioiiB  of 'OaehCbnrch  are 

Dr.    Stevenson ;   and   now    Dr.   Wilson  replete   with   full   intonnatJon   on  the 

and  I  are  the  only  survivors  of  ihe  mis-  ^eat  subject.    ^Siice^,  aoeording  to  this 

Bionaries  <S  those  days.     Oh  the  ri(9>es  fime  it  ma;  be   said,   'What  bath  God 

of  tbe  divine  patience,  forbeaiAnce,  and  wrongbt  ? ' 

long-saffering,  in  sparing  me  to  this  d^.  Allow  me  to-Bft;  in  condnaioii,  to  tl]« 

whfle  so  many  of  my  excellent  brethren  glory  -of 'God^  grace  and  the  eoconnige- 

have  slept  the  ele^p  of  death  1  ment  of  us  all,  that  whiLs  I  have  had 

I  mightm.entiou'theunmeDee  progress  many  days  of   toil  and   daibees,  the 

that  has  been  made  in  iho  education  dt  divine   promise  has  been  fnlfi&ed,  'At 

the  yonngi-aodiitnoBt  noteworthy,  in  the  eventime  it  sfaaB  be  light.'    It  is  nov 

education  oi  females.     There   were  no  eveatime  with  me,  in  aiAesee  in  vbieh 

female  schoola  wh^  -my  brethren  and  I  it  never  was  btfore,  far  in  n^  old  age 

went  to  India ;  and  I  tave  always  re-  1  need  not  eipect  timee  of  prospwitj 

garded  itaBaBubiect  of  peculiar  interest,  to  return  as  they  tutve  fonnwy  done; 

that  the  second  girls' school,  BO  far  as  we  but  ob,  the  Ughb  and  ^loiy  that  lie 

could  ever  learn,  waaformed  at  Hurnee.  beyond] 

rpi., It  this  memart  vividly  be-  .„        ,             ,  »,i_  n     .^. 

„              ....            ..'    ,r  ■'Snnof  Biyaoml,  Thou  B«lT^ol^'(le«^, 

It  is  not  n^ht  if  ThOD  be  neu- ; 

„          „  0  mKy  DO  e&rth-bom  cloud  atise, 

girhi,   teaching  them  the   alphabet  and  ToMdeTheeirofnTbyeerTuit'geyes!' 
first  princ^les-of  the  gospel.     And  now 

whatachangel     Thtre  we  hundreds  of  'i*ide  w«hm8,,feBl&lla'the«Teiitide; 

girls'  scboalsT  and  thousands  ol  BcholarB:;  '^^k^^*™"   »^'*«°«-»"*1.   ""^  " 

and  as  to  boys'  schools,  they  almost  defy  -wben  othor  helpCTB  fail,  ..ndHjomfOTta  fire. 

calculation.  Help  ot  tha  helplese,  0  ■bide  with  me ! ' 
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Funeral  services  on  the  occasion  of  the  able  at  any  time,  but  more  eapedally  bo 

decease  of  this  «miuent  miniBter  of  the  in  the  solemn  circanstances  in  which  we 

United  Proebyteinan  Church  were  held  are  placed.    We  meet  to-d*y  under  the 

at  Mauchlioe,   on   Sabbath   the   1st  of  shadow  of  death,  to  moom  together  be- 

Marcb.     There  was  a  large  attendance  cause   of    tiie   sore    bereavement  wi^ 

ot  the  congregation.bywhem  his  memory  which  it  has  pleased  God  to  viMt  na.   Il 

is  fondly  cherished;  and  the  preachers  has  seemed  good  to  the  great  Head  of 

were  his  son-in-law,  the  fiev.  William  the  Church  to  take  amay  from  you  him 

Hutton  of  Moffat,  and  the  Hct.  Dr.  Mac-  who  has  so  long  laboured  here  in  «ord 

Gill,  Foreign  Mission  Secretary  ot  the  and  doctrine,  and  now  your  eyes  will  no 

Church.  more  see*y«UT  venerable  teacher  in  the 

The  Rev,  William  Hutton.  of  Moffat  midst  of  you ;  and  the  tones  with  which 

preached  in  the  forenoon  from  the  text  you  have  long  been  familiar  will  be  heard 

Rev.  i.  17  and  18,  '  Fear  not,'  etc.;  and,  by  you  no  more.     In  these  solemn  or- 

having   spoken   of   tbe   comfort   to  be  cumstanees,  what  words  are  there  better 

diftwn  from  a  risen  Saviour, — from  His  fitted   to  temper   and   tranquiiliie  our 

divine    nature.    His    glorified     human  thoughts  than  thesewordB  of  our  exalted 

nature,  and  His  sovereignty  over  Hades  Kedeemer  of  which  we  have  now  heea 

anddeath, — he  proceeded  to  say;  'Such,  discoursing?    Let  us  seek  in  tbe  midst 

then,  are  some  of  the  truths  taught  us  in  of  our  gri3  to  comfort  one  another  frilli 

those  weighty  and  majestic  womb  ;  and  these  words, 
these  are  truths  which  would  be  season-         'But  now, before  cloMng,itmi^bepa- 
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nitted  to  me  for  a  few  moroeDta  to  speak  qioken,  anch  aa  marked  him  ont  among 

of  joar  departed  pastor.    It  is  011I7  due  men  as  one  emineatlf  fitted  to  take  hia 

to  his  memory  that  ve  should  do  bo  on  place  as  a  pillar  in  the  house  of  God, 

this  sad  occasion ;  and  in  seeking  thus  and  obtained  for  him  the  respect  and 

in  a  becoming  way  to  honour  the  memory  esteem  vf  good  men  everywhere.   Then, 

of  a  good  and  faithful  servant,  we  are  at  in  regard  to  the  qualities  by  which  his 

the  eame  time  honouring  the  Master  in  nunisterial  work  among  yon  was  distin- 

him,  and  seeking  to  lay  to  heart  the  guished,  these  are  weU  known  to  yon 

ksaons  which  it  is  the  Master's  will  at  all.     In  his^ter  days,  indeed,  when  hii 

Bach  a  time  as  this  to  teach  us  all.    I  energies  were  failing  hun,  hia  work  could 

hareonlyto  premise  that  it  is  not  ez-  not  be  what  it  onoewaa;' bat  those  who 

pected  that  I  should  enter  into  details  knew  him  in  his  earlier  days  cannot  but 

in  r^ard  to  his  life  and  work,  which  remember  the  power  oi  nia  mioistra- 

will  be  more  suitabiy  taken  up  by  the  tions,  and   the  rigour  witik  which  ho 

uCeemed  brother  who  is  tofoUowme;  discliarged  all  the  duties  of  hia  high 

but  I  desire  simply  to  indicate  a  few  of  office. 

the  more  promment  particulars  in  re-  '  His  preaching,   as  yon   know,   was 

Bpectof  which  your  departed  pastor  was  diatingmshed  by  qoalitiea  of  the  highest 

pra-emioently  diatinguisbed,  and  which  excellence.     It  was  the  kind  of  preach- 

ue  well  worthy  of  being  held  in  hon-  ing  which  the    section    of  the  Church 

cured  and  loving  remembrance  by  all  of  from  which  he   sprang  eret  lored  to 

OS.    One  thing,  then,  that  will  at  once  cultivate.      It  waa  simple,  and  sciip- 

Dccnr  to  any  one  who  knew  your  late  tural,  and  practical,  and  yet  at  the  same 

recered  pastor  was  bis  weight  of  charac-  time  it  exhibited  a.  rare  union  both  of 

ler.    Tlus  lay  at  the  foundation  of  all  grasp  and   subtlety  of   mind.     It  waa 

his  work  aqd  influence  in  the  Church.  especiaUyioespoeitiontbat  thesepowera 

It  was  felt  that  there  was  nothing  Ught,  were  most  of  all  displayed,  and  it  was 

or  flippant,  or  hollow  about  him — that  no   ordinary   enjoyment    to    hear   him 

he  was   a   man  of  weight  and  power,  opening  up   some   difficult  passage   of 

This  araee  from  the  union  of  various  Scripture,  and  to  see  with  what  easy 

distinct  eiemente.     It  arose,  first  of  all,  power  he  could  cleave  it  into  its  com- 

from  the  sincerity  and  earnestness  of  his  ponent  parts  and  details.     In  the  words 

convictions.     The  truths  he  preached  of  one  who  knew  him  long,  and  waa 

vere  the  convictions  of  his  heart  and  the  aUe  to  judge  of  such  things :  "  There 

hidden  springs  of  his  life.    No  one  could  was  always  a  thorongimess  about  his 

have  had  any  intimate  intercourse  with  work  which  showed  that  his  heart  waa 

him  without  perceiving  how  entirely  his  in  it.    I  have  heard  few  better  preachers. 

character  was  based  ^d  built  upon  the  If  I  wished  to  give  a  stranger  ao  idea  of 

tmth  of  the  goepel,  and  bow  teuly  be  what  a  Scotch  lecture  is  at  ita  best,  I 

was  a  man  of  God,  fnU  of  faith  and  of  would  like  to   f^ow   him  one  of   Mr. 

the  Holy  Gboet    He  made  no  boastful  Thomas'   ordinary    expositions."      His 

professions,  but  what  he  professed  be  theology  waa   the    good    old    massive 

felt ;  and  as  he  was  himself  quite  incap-  theologyof  ourforefathera— tbetheoliwy 

able  ol  anything  like  affectation  or  pre*  of  the  Mariow,  the  Erskiues,  and  the 

tenee,  he  waa  intolerant  of  it  in  others.  Fourfold  State ;  but  yet  he  did  not  fol- 

He  was  a  nun  of   simple  veracity  in  low  it  in  any  spirit  of  blind  or  servile 

word  and  deed,  and  of  unitnpeachable  adherence,  but  waa  at  all  times  prepared 

iaWgrity  and  honour.     And  not   only  to  give. the  most  generous  and  candid 

was  he  distinguished  by  the  sincerity,  consideration    to    the    difficulties    and 

but  by  the  inteUigeoce  of  his  convictions,  speculations    of    more    modern    times. 

He  held  the  trutb  in  no  narrow  spirit.  Then   hia  oratory,  as  you  well  know, 

bnt  with  much  breadth  and  enlighten-  was  in  keeping  with  hia  matter :  it  was 

ment  of  view.  grave,  and  dignified,  and  commanding ; 

'  Then,  moreover,  he  had  a  well-ba-  and  I  can  well  believe  that  those  of  you  - 

laaced  mind,  and  powers  of  self-control  who  have  heard  him  in  his  loftier  moods 

and  judgment  such  as  are  given  to  few ;  will  not  soon  lose  the  recollection  of 

and  all  this,  combined  with  a  resolute  your  impressions. 

»fll  and  witb  much  force  and  iudivi-         'You  know, too,  witb what  faithfulneas 

dnality  of  nature,  served  to  give  him  and  assiduity  in  the  days  of  his  strength 

^e  power  of  character  of  which  we  have  he  discharged  among  you  all  the  ^arls 
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of  die  pBHtonl  office,  teaching  you  and  and  to  render  in  this  way  the  most  im- 

sdmoDiahing  you  with  fill  wisdom ;  how  portant  public  eervice  to  the  Chntch. 

valuable  he  waa  in  counael,  how  kind  In  the  la^e  and  influential  preebytery 

and  sympathizing   he   was    in   all   hie  to  which  he  belonged,  he  fouad  amgle 

friendship.      In    hie    maimer   be   had  sphere  and  opportunity  for  the  exeiciK 

nothing  demonstTative,  but  those  who  of  such  gifts. 

knew  him  best  koew  how  tme  and  ten-  '  Of  late  yeais,  indeed,  he  has  not 

der  he  was  in  heart    In  one  word,  the  been  able  to  take  any  verj  active  part 

one  aim  and  object  of  his  ministry  among  in  the  business  of  the  preebytery ;  bat 

you  was  to  commend  Christ  to  you  in  the  older  members  of  presbytery  know 

eveiy  way,  that  he  might  draw  yon  to  well    how  much   they  were  indebted 

Him,  and  present  every  one  of  you  per-  to  him  in  other  days  for  help  and  conn- 

feet  in   the  sight  of  God.     And  well,  sel,  and  how  much  they  valued  bis  pre- 

sorely,  does  it  become  yon  at  such  a  time  eence  in  the  midst  of  them  in  times  of 

as  this  to  ask  in  what  way  have  those  trial  and  emergency.      It  was  in  this    - 

ends  been  realized  in  your  experience,  presbytery  that  the  famous  Morrisooian 

Howsolemnit  is  to  thii^,  that  thesame  controversy  arose,   which   produced  eo 

word  that  he  has  spoken  to  you  here  much  commotion  over  the   length  and 

shall  judge  yon  at  the  last  day  I     May  breadth  of  the  land  ;    and  it  will  still 

God  grant  that  if  there  are  any  here  who  be  remembered  by  thcae  who  passed 

received  with  indifference  the  word  that  through  that  exciting  time,  what  yeo- 

he  spoke  to  them  on  earth,  they  may  man  service  your  late  pastor  rendered 

listen  to  it  thisday,  as  it  comes  to  them  with  his  trusty  sword.   And  on  many  an 

from  the  grave  with  all  the  eloqiicncc  of  important  occasion  unce  then  has  his 

death ;  or  rather  let  us  say,_as  it  comes  influence  been  felt  in  the  way  of  contti- 

to  them  from  heaven,  with  the  eloquence  buting  to  the  peace  and  proeperity  of  the 

— loftier  and  more  powerful  still— of  Church,    No  one,  I  am  sure,  can  have 

immortality.     Then,  further,  I  do  not  listened  to  him  in  presbytery  or  Synod, 

need  to  remind  you,  that  while  the  sym-  opening  np  the  details  of  some  tangled 

Kthies  of   your   lato  minister  centred  question,    without    admiring    bis   no- 

re  among  you,  they  were  by  no  means  rivalled  powers  of  lucid  ei^iosition,  and 

circumscribed  within  the  sphere  of  his  the  instinctive  sagacity  with  which  he 

own  congregation.  seemed  to  lay  hold  of  the  vital  elements 

'  He  was  very  eminently  distinguished,  in  any  case.    And  it  was  in  view  of  aaeh 

as  is  well  known,  by  the  enlightoned  powers  and  qualifications  as  these,  that 

int«!reet  which  he  took  in  the  welfare  of  he  was  selected  by  his  brethren  for  im- 

the  Church  at  large.     And  while  most  portant  offices  in  the  Church,  and  that 

catholic  in  his  sentJments,  and  ardent  in  he  was  promoted  from  time  to  time  to 

his  advocacy  of  every  well-considered  positions  of  the  highest  trust  and  respon- 

BCheme  for  anion,  he  was  specially  loyal  sibility. 

to  the  section  of  the  Church  to  which  '  Hor  were  his  sympathies  oonfined 

he  belonged.    He  had  an  intimate  ac-  even  within  the  Church,  for  he  took  an 

qusintance  with  her  histoid,  with  all  active  and  energetic  interest  in  all  the 

the  testimonies  which  she  had  uttered  leading  questions  of  the  day.     It  is 

from  time  to  time,  and  with  all  the  con-  known  to  you  all  what  a  lively  interest 

troversiea  in  which  she  bad  taken  part,  he  took  in  the  cause  of  education,  and 

And  as  his  mind  was  eminently  judicial  how  much  he  did  for  the  advancemeet 

in  its  turn,  he  took  a  special  interest  in  of  it  in  this  place — in  this  way  antid- 

all   questions   affecting   the   order  and  pating  to  such  a  large  extent  these  edo- 

administration  of  the  Church.     On  all  cational  reforms  which  have  now  spread 

such  questions  he  was  nniversally  re-  over  the  land.     To  the  last,  inde^,  be 

garded  by  his  brethren  as  one  of  the  kept  himself   abreast  of   all  the  grot 

leading  authorities  in  the  Church ;  and  movements  and  discussions  of  this  busy 

he  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  forma-  time ;  and  in  him  the  cause  of  invil  and 

tion  of  those  wise  constitntioual  rules  religious   freedom   in    every  direction 

according  to  which  the  procedure  of  our  found  at  all  times  an  unwavering  friend 

Church  is  regulated.     And  possessing,  and   a  fearless  champion.      Such  v^ 

as  he  did,  su(£  abilities  and  attainments  some  of  tbe  more  prominent  respects  in 

as  these,  he  was  eminently  fitted  to  take  which  yonr  late  paster  was  so  eminently 

part  in  the  diacusuons  of  Church  courts,  distiDguiBhed.    There  are  other  features 
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of  bin),  it  ia  true,  \ba,i  vill  long  be  re*  til  the  udde&iiig  changes  and  bere&ve- 

membered  by  tboee  who  enjojed  hia  meota  of  this  passing  world,  wu  can  bear 

more  intima-te  friendship,  his  pleasant  those  might?  words,   which  gladdened 

iminour,   bin   kindlj   smile,    his  ample  the  wearj  exile  of  Fatmos :   "  Fear  not, 

eloresof  information,  his  graphia  powers  I  am  the  first  and  the  last,  and  the  lir- 

of  conTeisation,  and  many  other  things  ing  One ;  I  was  dead,  and,  behold,  I  am 

tliBt  were  all  his  own;  butthosetowhich  alise  for  evermore,  and  have  the  keys  of 

I  have  referred  are  the  more  prominent  bell  and  of  death."     And  let  it  be  our 

lines  by  which  he  will  be  recognised  by  earnest  prayer  and  endeaTour  that  we 

all    And  now,  having  in  this  manner  may  profit  aright  by  sach  an  impressive 

served  his  generation  according  to  the  dispensation  as  this.     Let  ua  all  seek  to 

nill  of  God,  he  has  fallen  asleep.    His  be  urged  by  it  to  immediate  and  unre- 

Utter  end  was  in  perfect  harmony  with  served  consecration  to  Christ,  and  to 

bis  life.     Like  everything  thai  he  did,  it  increasing  diligence  in  the  work  that  has 

vaa  natural  and  true  to  himself.    The  been  given  us  to  do.     Let  us  remember 

gospel  which  he  had  so  long  nreached,  that  we  are  living  in  the  presenco  of 

and  in  which  he  had  rejoiced  throngh  Him  who  has  the  Same  in  His  eye  and 

life,  was  hie  stay  in  death.    It  enabled  the  key  in  His  hand.    Let  us  hear  the 

him  to  pasB  through  the  last  scene  of  Master  saying  to  ua  in  this  dispensation  : 

ill  with  perfect  composure,  and  to  bear  "  Behold,  I  come  quickly  ! "  and  let  us 

his  rafferings  with  patience  and  resig-  seek  so  to  live  that  we  may  be  able  to 

DstioQ.  give  the  glad  response,  "  Even  bo,  come, 

'  His  latest  thooghto  were  tbonghts  of  Lord  Jesus." ' 
Jesus,  and  his  last  words  were  an  aacrip-  In  the  afternoon  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mac- 
lion  of  thanksgiving  to  God  for  the  Sa-  Gill  preached  from  Isa.  nv.  8 — '  He 
TiDur;  and  with  the  eipreasion  "Blessed  will  swallow  up  death  in  victory.'  He 
be  God"  on  hia  lips,  he  passed  away,  spoke  of  the  enemy,  the  conqueror,  and 
to  swell  the  higher  ascriptions  of  the  the  victory,  and  referred  to  the  special 
Church  in  heaven.  The  grave  to  which  circnmstances  of  the  occasion  in  the  fol- 
he  was  borne  br  a  large  company  of  lowing  terms : — '  I  desire  to  offer  a  few 
devout  men  making  lamentatbn  over  words  ia  memory  of  bim  who  has  stood 
him,  is  but  a  few  st«ps  from  the  church  where  I  now  stand  from  Sabbath  to 
sud  the  manse  which  were  the  chief  Sabbath  for  nearly  S9  years,  to  feed 
Eceoes  of  his  life-long  labours;  and  there  this  Sock,  "in  the  majesty  of  the  name 
hJB  ashes  rest  in  peace,  in  bope  of  the  of  the  Lord  his  God.  "  Remember" 
resarrectioQ  of  tne  just,  amidst  the  -  him  ;  esteem  his  memory  highly  in  love 
uhea  of  many  of  ^e  departed  to  whom  for  his  work's  sake.  He  has  "  had  the 
he  ministered  in  other  days.  And  now,  rule  over  you."  His  "faith  follow," 
vbile  we  cannot  bnt  mourn  his  loos  this  cOQHidering  the  end  of  his  conversation, 
daj,  as  we  thidk  of  all  that  has  passed  "  Jesus  Christ,  the  same  yesterday,  to- 
sway  with  him,  yet  let  us  not  fail  to  day,  and  for  ever."  I  could  name  not  a 
acknowledge  the  goodness  of  God  in  the  few  elders  and  members  of  this  church, 
midst  of  our  trial.  His  goodness  in  con-  now  deceased,  who  along  with  some  of 
tinning  His  honoured  servant  so  long  in  us  hailed  with  peculiar  satisfaction,  I 
the  midst  of  us,  and  His  goodness  toliim  might  say  with  honest  pride,  our  newly 
in  all  that  He  enabled  him  to  do  in  His  settled  minister  in  18S5,  when  he  came 
KTvice,  through  a  long  and  nsefnl  life,  first  among  us  with  his  discourses  clear 
and  in  the  peaceful  and  gentle  manner  and  methodical,  with  their  few  but 
in  which  he  was  called  away,  so  that  he  cleauly-cut  divisions  and  subdivisions 
came  to  his  grave  like  a  shock  of  com  — scriptural,  sound,  symmetrical,  and 
vhen  it  ia  ripe  in  its  season.  Let  us  delivered  with  animation  and  with  a 
rejoice  that,  though  tbe  servants  pass  ringing  voice.  I  could  recall  the  very 
Away,  the  Master  remains ;  that  thoueb  looks  of  some  of  those  elders  and  devout 
the  ministry  cannot  continue  here,  by  men,  aa  they  sat  drinking  in  the  clear 
reason  of  death,  we  have  the  Minister  of  and  orderly  instruction  of  their  minister, 
the  upper  sanctuary  ever  with  ua,  the  but  I  forbear, 

great  High   Priest  of   otif   profession,  'Let  me  mention  the  following  facta  and 

made  not  after  the  law  of  a  carnal  com-  dates  ia  the  briefest  form.    Mr.  Thomas 

mandment,  but  after  the  power  of  an  was  bom  on  the  9tb  September  1800, 

^idltss  life.    Let  ua  rejoice  that,  amidst  He  was  ever  given  to  reading  and  to 
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eeriouB  reflection.    He  went  at  an  euljr  one  witii  all  eT&ngelical  dauminttiaoa. 

period  of  life  to  Orkney,  to  eng&a^  in  Yet  he  not  ooly  felt  it  needful  when 

tlie  Bupericteudence  of  a  large  and  im-  occasion  called,  but  felt  it  foUj  viihin 

portant  Bcbool  at  Eirtwall,  under  die  his  power,   and  made   otben  fee)  hk 

powerful  auspices  of  the  late  Dr.  Pater-  abilitr  in  this  respect,  to  give  a  lessen 

son,  whose  loring  resiwct  and  esteem  he  for   die   faith  that    was  in  him  u  a 

alwafB.ee joyed  and  nighly  appreciated.  Seceder,  who  counted  as  stiU  Tslid  Ilia 

He  entered  college  when  he  was  on  the  reasons  which  justified  the  origin  and 

vei^e  of  twen^-fonr,  and  he  studied  the  continuaoce  of  our  Secession.    This 

theology  under  Dr.  Dick  and  Dr.  Mitchell,  vigour  and  manliness  have  beloDgedu 

whose  emiueDce  as  theological  instruc-  the  most  vigorous  and  manly  epochs  of 

tors  he  was  always  ready  warmly  to  our  history  as  a  Church,  and  is  bfinitely 

acknowledge.     He  was  ordained  in  this  more  cognate  tiian  mere  alyftiiMa  anil 

congre^tiou  in  July  1885,  as  colleague  indifference  to  that  spirit  of   forbeu- 

to  i£e  Rer.  Joim  Walker,  the  first  mini-  ance  which  accompliahed  one  union  in 

Bter  of  this  church — a  man-  very  high  in  1820  and  another  in  1847,  and  shonld 

the   ranks   of   that  highest  aristocracy  have  accomplished   one  more  ere  thk 

which  God  describes  as  "  the  excellent  day,  but  for  the  weakness  and  narroir- 

of   the   earth" — one  of  the  devoutest,  nees  which  blindly  fight  for  every  pined 

noblest,  and  most  unselfish  of  men  it  the  tabernacle,  as  lE  it  were  the  Teiy 

has  been  my  privilege  to  kaow.  ark  or  mercy-eeat  of  God  itself.    Mr. 

'  I  could  speak  of  Mr.  Thomas  here  Thomas  waa  oue  .of  those  who  saw  as 

as    an    able    and   a    tender,    earnest,  dearly  as  most  men  what  was  within 

laborious,  and  faithful  minister.     But  bis    range,    and  like  many  of  us  be 

I   shall  point    out,    first    and    chiefly,  thought  he  saw  that  the  alleged  pin  of 

his  services  to  the  Church  at  large.    His  the  tabemacle  was  no  part  of  that  sacred 

memiory  has  many  claims  on  me,  which  strnctnre  whatsoever ;  but  this  qneation 

it  is  a  comfort  to  acknowledge.     I  knew  he   waa  ready   to  waive    in   a  united, 

him  as  a  friend,  as  a  thinker,  as  a  man  Church,  for   the   sake   of  its  union; 

of  incorruptible  truth,  everywhere  loyal  and  for  the  sake  of  such,  an  object  be 

to  his  own  convicdons,  as  a  profound  was  ready  to  adjourn  the  question  as » 

theologian,    as    a    high    constitutional  term  of  lellowahip  till  t^e  MiUenninm, 

authority,  as  one  who  could    rejoice  or  beyond  it  if  necessary.    Butj-alsslbe 

with  those  who  do  rejoice,  and  literally  lived  to  se«  that  pin  of  contentitm  be- 

weep  with  those  who  weep.  come  an  obstruction  between  many  of 

'  His  memory  has  claims  on  tiie  grate-  the  b^t  of  meta,  and  to  become  a 
ful  esteem  of  the  eutjre  Uuited  Presby-  stumbling-block  (that  is,  a  scaadaf)  be- 
terian  Church,  He  was  a  true  uid  tween  tl^ae  who  ought  to  have  found 
cordial  patriot,  among  the  thousands  of  in  it  au  opportunity  of  forbearance,  and 
our  tribe  in  Israel.  He  was  indeed  the  rec<^uitioi:>,  and  welcome,  and  love. 
reverse  of  a  narrow  bigot,  who  bad  no  'Oh,  how  blessed,  brethren,  sometimes 
eye  of  recognition  for  eicellences  be-  to  soar  above  this  world  and  its  blind 
yond  bis  own  branch  of  the  Evangelical  strifes,  and  to  get  higher  than  even  the 
or  Presbyterian  family.  These  excel-  level  of  all  Churches  on  earth,  intolbe 
lences  he  readily  admitted,  especially  calm  air  and  pure  light  into  which  your 
such  aa  were  p^:soual  and  individual,  late  minister  has  ascended — into  tbat 
transcending,  in  some  particulars,  what  bright  world  where  the  sainted  Mr. 
we  could  easily  instance  in  our  own  Walker  has  been  a  dweller  for  eight-and- 
denomiuatjon.  Yet  his  earnest  and  thirty  years  1  Is  it  wrong,  or  is  it  ei> 
fervid  patriotism,  as  I  venture  to  call  it,  travagant  (I  feel  it  to  be  the  reverse- 
as  a  leading  minister,  first  of  the  United  '  to  be  to  me,  indeed,  at  this  mament 
Secession,  and  then  of  the  Uuited  Fres-  almost  irresiadble),  to  think  of  certain 
byterian  Church,  waa  founded,  as  it  men  meeting  in  heaven,  and,  anudet 
behoved  to  be,  on  his  undoubting  pre-  their  exalted  occupations,  exchanging 
ference  of  oiir  distinctive  principles  as  a  high  thonght  on  some  of  thoae  great 
Church  over  those  of  any  religious  body  interests  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom 
in  this  land.  Mo  man  saw  more  clearly  which  engrossed  their  hearts  on  earth? 
than  Mr.  Thomas  the  snpreme  impor-  I  think  of  such  men  as  your  late  minister, 
tance  of  those  great  and  essential  sub-  and  our  late  minister  of  Kirkwall, 
jects  on  which,  as  a  Church,  we  ar«  at  friends  OD  earth,  now  an  hundredfold 
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more  frienda  in  heaven.    Think  of  tbeae  To  &  t«iiip«a«ment  Hke  his,  qaick,  sos- 

meettog  joadeiwith  Gntlirie  and  Cand-  ceptible,  and  eren  nervoua  in  ita  cha- 

lish,  membeiB  of  the  tame  Charch  dov,  rocter,  it  cannot  seem  atrange  that,  with 

as  Uiej  all  deeired  to  be  «yen  here ;  all  bo  dear  an  apprehension  of  coming  dan- 

qneEtioria   setUed  now  —  we  shall   itot  gere,  of  tendencies  periloua  to  the  truth, 

venture  to  say  how;  but  we  shall  say  of  coatroTeraiea  threatening  achi am,  bis 

without  rancour,  sot  veiel;  because  whole  intellect  and  heart  should  hare 

there  was  little  to  sebtJe  between  them,  been  thoroughly  aroused.     I  believe  he 

but  because,  little  «r  great,  it  has  melted  thought  oa   thia   aubject  «t  that   time 

into  nothing,  lUce  elowl  and  darkneea  night  and  day.    To  be  wathetic  in  such 

before  the  riong  of  the  bbd.  circamatancesis  conceivanle^  who  would 

'  1  hare  epoken  of  the  daiias  of  your  say  that  it  is  admirable  ?      Some  felt 

late  minister  on  the  entire  United  Free-  tam^  on  the  subject,  and  lost  no  sleep, 

byterian  Church.     I  refer  to  claims  on  But  God  had  given  a  ke^ier  mood  of 

it«  Tery  grateful  remembrance  ;  and  I  mind,  and  a  fuller  sense  of  the  hazards 

speak  here,  in  tbe  first  place,  ot  serviceB  of  the  aituation,  to  Mr.  Thomas ;  and  I 

which   he   was  enaUed  to   do  for   his  b^ere  he,  in  common  with  some  of  our 

Church  froB  the  olearBeaa  at  hia  judg-  beat  men,  knew  in  thosedays  aomething 

merit  and  tiie  tboroughnees  and  aoand-  of  the  meaning  of  theae  words — aoonj/ 

ncsB  of   his  viewa  aa  an  accomplished  and  anguitk.     To  use  tbe  old  words  of 

theologian.     Since  his  decease,  I  have  DehtH^h,  "  For  the  divisiona  of  Reuben 

heard  from  oneof  thebeet  juilges  whom  there  were  great  thoughts  of  heart." 

I  know,  a  well-knowo  professin'  of   a  Amongst  the   most   intelligent   of  onr 

sister  Church,  of  a  well -remembered  de-  people,  aa  weQ  as  of  their  minialerB,  (to 

fence  of  our  theology  as  aChuHii  w4iidi  uae  the  worda  of  tbe  aame  prophet^) 

he  gave  in  tfce Joint  Union  Committee,  "  there  were  great  aearchings  of  heart; 

which  he  attended  leaa  frequently  to-  and  ao  warm  was  the  conlfoveiey,  that 

wards  the  end  of  ita  ten  yeara'  labours  tbey  were  not  alwa^  "  delivered  from 

than  towards   tbe  beginning,   possibly  the  noise  of  archers  in  the  places  of 

from  a  preaestiment  of  Ha  lame  and  im-  drawing  water."     A  high  service  in  tbia 

rent  concloaion.     He  bad  occaaioc  to  matter  fell  providentiaUy  into  tbe  hands 

theeipositorand defender  of  his  own  of  yourminMter.    The  qnestion  jiatur- 

Ghurch   against   the   suspicion    of    lax  ally   took   its  first   complexion   in   the 

views  on  some  of  the  subjects  more  im-  banda  of  the  Kilmarnock  Freahytery. 
mediately  relating  to  tl)e  Atonement.        'Jt  was  a  qiieation  from  its  nature 

His  explanation  or  defence  was  masterly,  which  conld  no  oiore  be  r^jceseed  tbau 

and  waa  historical,  ^ing  along  the  line  could  the  strong  individually  aad  per* 

of  tbe  old»  and  of  tbe  less  coherent  sietency  of  the  able  young  Ivother  who 

modem  Arminianiem,   which    had    its  raised  it.     It  relatod  to  such  points  aa 

cradle  in   a   neighbouring   town^    and  the  aiimer's  ability  to  believe,  irrespec- 

satisfactorily  ridmgX^  my  friend  told  live -of  the  Spirit;  the  extent  of  the 

me)  the  marches  between  the  truth  and  atonement;   the  doctrine  of   election — 

the  error,  and  exhauatiTely  exposing  the  confessedly  difficult  points.    Mr.  Thomas, 

ultraisme  on  either  side  of  tbeae  marches,  who  took  a  leading  part  in  ahaping  the 

as  no  one  conld  do  who  was  not  familiar  question  before  the  Synod,  had  the  bap- 

with  the  whole  field  of  acriplural  theo-  pineas  ot  seeing  clearly  from  tbe  begin- 

logy.    But  the  highest  service  in  thia  ning  three  tl^mgs:  {1)  That  there  were 

department  ever  d^e  by  your  late  able  intrinsic  difficulties,  aod  awfully  sacred 

minister  waa   performed  at    the    very  doctrinal  delicacies,  in  these  queatiouB; 

earliest  stage  of  what  soon  thereaftw  (i)  VhM  titsee  diffictdties  (arising  out  of 

assumed  tbe  name  of  the  Atonement  our  incspact^  to  reconcile  divine  sove- 

Controveray.  reiguly  and  htxnan  responaibility),  if 

'Ur.Thomaabap^ilytookanaotivepart  lifted  out  at  ouo  part  m  onr  doctrinal 

inthaCprocedure.towliich  bis  presbytery  system,  amet   inevitd)ly   reappear    in 

were  summoned  in  the  ddence  of  truths  another;  aad  (3)  that  ultraiems,  whether 

mMt  sorely  believed  and  most  firmly  on  the  aide  of  human  ability  ot  divino 

held  among  us.    You  know  the  fervour  grace,  are  to  be  avoided  aa  extremes, 

aud  mteuaity  with  which  he  flung  him-  fitted    only   to    confound    the    limited 

self  into  any  cause  in  which  he  felt  that  faculties  of  men,  whose  first  dnty  is  to 

BMred  truth  and  principle  were  involved,  receive  the  doctrines  ot  Uie  Bible,  rather 
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than  decide  how  the;  aie  to  be  Ic^^icallj  these  my  brethreo,  ye  have  done  it  anto 

recoLciled,  me." 

'  Had  thig  laat  great  principle,  which  '  At  a  later  time,  the  Synod  of  our 

waa    present    to    the     mind    of    your  Church,  knowing  Mr.  Thomas's  aptitude 

minister,  been  adhered   to,    we  should  for  Church  buBinees,  created  an  office  for 

have  escaped  some  sad  humiliatioua.     It  the  preparation  of  its  programme,  and 

was  couBpicuouBly  present  in  the  defence  the  arrangement  of  its  causes,  dnhng 

of   the   truth   by   the  presbytery,   and  the  snccessiTe  days  of  its  annual  sessioD, 

especially  by  Mr.  Thomas,  to  whom  Dr.  in  conjunction  with  chosen  deputies  from 

Heugh  refers   in  his  diary  when    he  each  presbytery  of  the  Church.    "" ' 
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of  the  "  powerfnl  appearance  of  office  wss  assigned  to  your  minister,  vbo 

p'resbytery,  and  Uie  remarEable  ability  discharged  its  duties  from  ila  origin ; 

of  the  Q)eakeis."     Voa  can  testify,  my  and  although  he  had  designed  resigning 

friends,   whether   the   minister   of  tbis  to  the  Synod  thispoHition,  from  a  cod- 

Silpit,  whose  Calrinism,  like  that  of  scionsness  of  being  less  able  to  do  its 
alvin  himself,  was  clear  and  sound  duties  than  he  desired,  a  gracious  Pro- 
and  (sonsistent,  but  not  hyper-CalTinis-  Tidence  has  arranged  that  in  this  respect, 
tdc,  ever  preached  a  truncated  atone-  as  in  reference  to  the  stated  pastorate, 
ment;  or  whether,  in  his  earnest  calls  the  work  should  be  surrendered,  not  at 
to  sinners  to  receive  the  Saviour  and  the  call  of  infirmity,  butat  the  summons 
salvation,  he  did  not  leave  on  the  im-  of  the  Master,  into  whose  hand  he  hai 
penitent  sinner  himself  the  whole  blame  now  directly  resigned  all  his  offices, 
of  not  obt»ning  the  full  benefit  of  an  leaving  bis  vacant  chair  in  the  Synod, 
expiation  all-sufficient,  Uiat  had  made  where  his  grave  and  familiar  face,  with 
full  clearance  and  riddance  of  all  the  its  earnest  and  often  anxious  eipres^ou, 
obstructions  that  conid  arise  from  oil  and  his  helping  band,  will  be  seen  and 
the  sins  of  all  the  sinners,  great  and  felt  no  more.  Yea,  my  friends,  and  his 
small,  who  ever  shonld  take  sh^ter  under  helping  rmituel,  less  frequently  proffered 
the  canopy  of  that  atonement.  of  late  yean,  but  alwa^  sound,  thought- 
'  Mr.  Thomas's  clear  and  scriptural  ful,  and  swacious,  will  be  missed  by 
theology  enabled  him  to  do  the  service  all  the  bremren.  Methinks  they  will, 
to  wluch  I  have  just  adverted.  His  by  the  very  sight  of  that  vacant  seat, 
practical  wisdom  and  his  public  spirit  feel  in  a  manner  akin  to  your  own  regret 
enabled  him  to  do  another  work,  de-  this  day  aa  a  coneregatiou,  looking  at 
manding  much  patient  and  industrious  this  pulpit  vacant  for  the  first  time  dnr- 
application.  At  a  time  when  the  enter-  ing  your  history  of  three- quarters  of  a 
prises  of  the  Church  were  but  beginning  century.  The  feeling  here  and  in  tbst 
to  expand,  he  wag  entrusted  with  the  Synod  must  be  tiis:  he  served  us  faith- 
Secretaryship  of  the  Home  Missions  of  folly,  conscientiously,  and  ably ;  and 
the  Synod,  an  office  which  he  discharged  having  served  bis  generation  according 
for  five  years  with  fidelity,  industry,  and  to  the  will  of  God,  he  has  fallen  asleep, 
success.  The  planning,  and  the  patience,  'To  you,  dear  brethren,  he  stood  in  a 
and  the  labour,  and  the  solicitude  of  his  relation  of  such  nearness,  that  many 
Secretaryship;  the  very  amount  of  his  of  you  must  have  found  how  touching 
correspondence,  emanating  from  his  own  was  his  gentleness,  as  that  of  strong  snu 
unaided  hand,  and  borne  in  all  directions  fervid  natures,  with  keen  and  quick 
over  the  land,  carrying  suggestions  to  susceptibilities,  often  proves  itself  to  he. 
our  feebler  congregations,  making  in-  You  know  how  he  could  not  bear  thst 
quiriee,  and  keeping  in  motion  no  small  which  was  eviL  Some  of  you  must 
amount  of  ecclesiastical  machinery,  in-  have  felt  bis  quick  and  sharp  reproof. 
Tolved  a  work  latent  to  you,  bat  seen  But  how  many  of  yon  must  have  known, 
and  recorded  by  Him  who  "keeps  His  when  he  came  to  your  homes  and  yonr 
vineyard  night  and  day,"  who  has  His  chambers  of  affliction,  and  to  yffoz 
eye  filed  on  the  inner  workings  and  on  houses  of  mourning,  how  hisvoicewonld 
"the  outward  business  of  the  house  of  fall  towards  a  whisper,  and  how,  when 
God,"  and  who' says  now,  as  He  will  say  your  heart  might  be  bleeding  or  too  fail 
atlaat,  in  behalf  of  theweakestwhohave  tor  utterance,  he  "would  in  his  words, 
been  cheered  by  a  cup  of  cold  water,  or  and  in  his  very  tones  follow  that  divine 
even  by  a  kind  word,  "  Inasmuch  as  ye  Master  who  did  not  strive  nor  cry,  and 
have  dooe  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  who  would  not  break  the  bruised  reed 
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Dorquench  thesmoking  flaxi    Thoagb  earth, prepanDgtojoin  with  himaad  all 

he  waa  "  not  to  weeping  giTea,"  Bome  of  the  saintB  in  the  soDg  of  triurapfa,  and  to 

pu  muBt   be  "miadful  of   his  teara."  follow  him  into  thoM  skies  whence  we 

Aiter  a  ministir  of    near  thirtj-oine  maj  look  down  on  God's  kingdom  on 

jeara,  and  after  having  been  in  office  as  tlie  earth,  and  see  it  adranoing  ere^- 

a  public  servant  of  the  Church  for  thirty-  where — in  (Ail  Kgioa,  t^  scene  of  ike 

two  jears,  he  has  left  us  behind  to  w(»k  nativitj  of  moat  t^ns ;  to  see  it  advanc* 

OD  for  a  little  while  in  the  kingdom  and  ing    throoghont  this   favoored   land — 

patience  of  Jesus  Christ.    I  vnderstand  through  Europe,  Africa,  India,  China, 

ttat  in  one  of  his  last  addresses  he  spoke  and  Japan ;  and  io  take  up,  when  the 

of  DOT  new  mission  to  Japan.     Heleavaa  time  comes,  this  soiig — "Thekingdoma 

m  to  go  forward  in  this  and  other  en-  of  this  world  are  becxKne  the  kingdoms 

tetprisee  so  far  as  God  will  lead  us^;  to  of  our  Lrad  and  of  His  Christl'" 
go  ioto  that  and  other  portions  of  the 
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THE  JUBILEE  SINGEB8. 
Soke  of  yon  will  hare  beard  the  Jubilee  matter  it  is  for  foung  people  to  bare  a 
Sioeeis,  manj  of  ;oa  will  have  heard  liking  for  drawing,  and  painting,  and 
of  diem,  and  all  of  you  will  like  to  hear  mnaic,  and  m<»e  particululy  for  read- 
about  them.  They  are  a  party  of  iag,  which  -of  itself  opens  a  wide 
negroes — yoong  men  and  women — who  door  and  effectual  to  all  kinds  of  de- 
cuue  to  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  lightful  entertunment  1  But  indeed, 
gathering  money  to  help  to  support  a  if  we  caltiTate  an  observant  torn  of 
iu^e  school  or  college  tor  black  people  mind,  we  need  never  be  ill  off  for  enter- 
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Now,  how  do  you  think  they  expect  to  the  eye  that  can  see  and  the  mind 
to  get  this  money?  Not  by  begging,  that  can  -reflect.  Dr.  Samnel  Johnson 
bat  by  giving  something  in  exchange, —  said  that  a  cheerful  disposition  is  worth 
real,  rationsl,  and  elevating  enjoyment.  £1000  a  year  to  its  posswaor.  And  a 
This  is  what  everybody  needs.  '  Alt  torn  for  oteerving  and  reflecting  is 
work  and  no  play  makes  Jack  a  dull  wortti  a  great  deal — 1  was  going  to  say 
hoj,'jo\ikaow.  Enjoyment,  happiness,  of  money,  bat  indeed  it  is  not  to  he 
is  what  we  are  all  longing  and  looking  counted  by  money.  We  speak  of  money 
for,  sometimes  consciously,  and  oftenar  as  if  it  were  so  much — the  very  crown 
witkout  thiukii:^  anything  about  it.  and  consummation  of  all  that  is  worth 
But  Uien  many  peo[>le  mistake  the  striviDg  for,  when*  often,  after  we  have 
way.  A  Frenchman  once  said  the  got  it,  it  appears  a  perfect  mockery.  I 
English  take  their  pleasure  sadly.  But  could  tell  you  of  circumst^iUceB  in  which 
that  ia  not  the  only  mistake.  Some  it  seems  an  aggravation  of  misery.  A 
seek  it  in  very  low  ways,  some  in  very  cultivated  mind,  ever  ready  to  draw  in 
frivolona  ways,  and  others  in  even  cruel  and  assimilate  what  it  sees  around  it, 
ways.  Youliave  all  heard  of  cock^ghts,  and  above  all,  a  heart  filled  with  the 
and  the  prize-ring  in  our  own  country,  peace  of  God,  which  paaseth  all  under- 
sad  the  bnU-fighta  of  Spain,  and  have  standing,  will  make  you  vastlj^  inde~ 
wondeiedhow  human  beingscould  allow,  pendent  of  outward  circamstanc^. 
in  less  enjoy,  such  things.  I  think  the  Well,  these  Jubilee  Singers  have 
frogs  in  the  fable  paid  but  a  poor  (wm-  given  to  many  many  thousands  the  op- 
pHment  to  the  boys,  when  they  said  portunity  of  a  veiy  delightful  kind  of 
that  what  was  death  to  them  was  ^)ort  entortainment.  God  has  bestowed  on 
to  their  tormentors ;  and  the  boy  who  the  negroes  as  a  race  very  high  musical 
can  find  pleasure  in  teasing  his  little  talent.  Perhaps  He  intended  it  as  a 
Bister  is  very  much  to  be  pitied  indeed,  means  of  sastaining  them  under  the 
^e  have  no  doubt  a  great  deal  to  cmel  trials  to  which  tbe^  have  been  so 
leant  as  to  how  to  amuse  oursdves,  but  long  subjected.  This  is  a  wondrous 
I  suspect  the  chief  difficulty  lies  in  the  power,  and  a  power  which  every  one 
want  of  a  right  taste.    ^Vhat  a  great  feels.    You  know  the  soldier  will  march 
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firmly  and  even  triumpbantly  to  the  $350  for  me,  csiried  me,  sck  aa  I  was,  to 

CBnDon'B  month,  big  spint  atiired  vitiiin  Nashville,  &nd  boEirded  me  ont.     Shortl; 

him  bj  the  Bound  of  martial  mndc ;  and  titer     he    returned     to    purcbaee   n; 

the  little  infant  fall  quietly  asleep  to  the  mother.     The  bargain  had  been  made; 

soft  Bound  of  its  mother's  lullaby.   ~tIaTe  my  father,  motIier,and  the  overseer  were 

yoQ  ever  listened  to  the  sweet  sons  of  in  NsHhTille,  and  the  bill  of  sale  was  to 

the   little   biid,   as  it  trilled    ita    fall-  be  signed  the  foUowing  day,  when  word 

throated  melody  at   your  window ;  or  came   from   her  master  that  she  must 

the  lark  as  it  soared  .to  hearen'a  jiigh  not  be  aold,  but  returned  to  HissuBppi; 

gate,  oiDging  as  it  soaxed,  and  not  been  and  so  she  was  obliged  to  leave  hw  hos- 

soothed  a^  derated  by  their   Bonge?  band  and  child  at  once,  and  go  hade 

The  music  of  inanimate  nature,  too, —  aeain  into  slavery.'  .  Another  teDs  om: 

the  w^il  (A  the  forest  tre«e  as  they  away  '  I   may   have  been  bom   out    in   tlie 

to  and  fro  with  every  breeze,  the  rash  woods  for  aught  I  know.     My  mother 

or  the  ripple  of  the  running   stream,  was  in  the  habit  of  running  away  and 

the  wind  with  its  melancholy  moaning,  ooucealing   herself  in   the   woods ;   my 

BS  of  some  imprisoned  spirit,  and  the  sister  wwild  sometimes  carry  her  food, 

.   very  Au»i  in  the  air  on  a  wintOT's  day, —  bot  sbe  never  remained  long  before  she 

how  mighty  the  power  I     And  the  mnsie  was  found,  brought  back,  and  whipped. 

of    these-  negro    songs,   how   plaintive  But  whippings  proved  useless,  and  she 

and  how  thrillingt    Toa  seem  to  hear  wasaent  brthersouth.    The  very  earliest 

the   driver's   whip    deeceocling    od    its  thing  Aat  1  remetuber  was  this  selling 

victim,  the  thump  of  the   Bnctkmoer's  of  my  mother.     I  must  have  been  about 

hammer  as  he  knocks  down  the  human  two  years  old  then,  for  they  tell  me  1 

chattel  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  the  wsa  boru  in  Wilson  County,  Tenn,,  is 

wail  of  despair  of  the  mollieT  torn  from  18M.     I  can  just  remember  how  the 

the  helpless  babe  she  loves  better  than  steps  Iook«d  to  our  sitting-room  door, 

berownlife.     The  simplintyand^thos  where   I  was  when   she  kissed  me  and 

of  the  words  of  their  hymns,  loo,  is  vwy  bade  me  good-bye,  and  how  she  cried 

touching:  when  they  led  hi 
<  DIda'l  the  Lord  deliver  Daniel, 

And  why  noteveiy  man?  ,    .     „ 

Cbildreu,  we  ehsll  all  be  free,  had   beard   team  my  mother — that  ahe 

When  the  Lord  Gh»ll  ap««.  h^d  been  whipped  tiU  she  was  ahnort 

When  tt,«  =h.ld«n  were  ia  bondage,  j^    and  tfcat  w^  the  last  news  from  her. 

They  cried  nnto  ibB  Lora.  „     ,',,                      ,.  .    ,         ,            . 

Thus  aaith  the  Lord,  bold  Uom  said,  *r  father  was  sold  before  1  was  bom, 

Let  my  people  go.  And  I  ttnew  nothing  of  him.     I  had  one 

Fpr  PmI  and  Silas  boond  In  Jail,  brother,  three  or  four  yeara  older  tiian 

No  one  eau  work  like  Hkn.'  ^yg^if,  aj,d  eight  sisters.     Some  of  my 

Ah  I  poor  creatures,  how  the  iron  has  sisters  wer»  ^riy  sold  away,  and  I  do 

entered  their  soul  t    Need  ve   wonder  not  knew  whether  they  are  alive  or  not.' 

how  that  one  grand  idea  of  freedom  Another,  in  t^iug  us  how  faer  father 

pervades   and   saturates    their  minds,  and  mother  were  working  to  buy  their 

when  we  hear  one  tell  ub,  'My  lather  freedom,  eaya:  '  Mother  would  wash  and 

lived    in    Nashville,    Tenn.,    and     had  irtm  from  Monday  morning  till  Satnrday 

bought  himself  for  $1600.     My  mother's  night,  taking  but  little  time  for  aleep. 

family  belonred  in  Miasissippi,  but  were  As  we  were  getting  to  be  quite  lai^ 

on  a  visit  to  Nashville  at  the  time  of  my  cliildreD,  she  feared  master  might  clam 

birth,  1651.     My  mother  was  so  closely  os.     To  prevent  this,  she  kept  us  very 

confined  to  service  at  the  house,  that  I  close,  and  would  not  allow  us  to  go  on 

was  left  to  struggle  through  the  first  thestreet,  or  where  he  might  chance  to 

montbB  of  luy  life  with  little  attention,  see  us.     she  hoped  he  would  forget  tho 

When  fifteen,  months  old  I  was  very  children  if  he  never  met  with  them.    At 

sick.       A    white    man   who    came    to  last,  mother  became  so  unwell  from  work 

Missisuppi  on  bosineea,  returning,  told  and   anxiety,   her   friends   thought  she 

my  father  I  was  dying  from   negleet,  would  die,  when  it  was  determined  to 
ike  the  $900  she  had  saved,  and  buy 

,            ,               „  »  if  possible.    Master  had  repeatedly 

I  could  not  live  manv  daya.    My  father  said  none  of  his  slaves  should  ever  buy 

immediately  starts  for  MiasiaBippi,  paid  themselves,  and  mother  knew  it  would 
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a  friend  who  promiaed  to  buy  va  for  another  Bubiect,  namely,  themselves. 
her.  After  mfiQT  delajB,  master  agreed  Then  we  might  le&m  from  theee  smgers 
that  he  would  sell  na  three  <j)iildreD  for  to  make  a  good  use  of  our  opportunitiea 
J900,  ftnd  throw  mother  in,  aa  she  was  for  improvement.  Bomctimes  young 
not  going  to  live.  When  the  writinga  people  are  provided  with  too  many  op- 
were  all  made  out,  and  there  oould  be  portunities.  When  I  see  little  girls 
no  withdrawing,  master  was  veiy  angry,  going  along  the  streets  loaded  with 
but  it  was  too  late.  Mother  soon  began  books,  and  hear  diem  say  they  are 
to  gain,  and  ia  still  living.  A  year  or  leaming  everything,  I  feel  sorry  for 
two  alter  she  bought  my  grandmother,  them,  and  fear  damage  to  their  brun  or 
vhowas  ninety  years  old,  paying  $100  their  conscience,  or  both.  Notwithetand- 
for  her.  She  also  gave  my  father  $100,  iog  this,  however,  we  most  remember  to 
towards  oompleting  the  payment  of  do  with  our  might  what  our  hands  find 
$1000  he  had  promised  for  his  ovn  to  do,  for  it  is  the  eameet  worker  onty 
freedom.'  that  is  the  Huccesaful  worker.  A  lesson 
On  reading  snch  details  as  these,  one  of  independence,  too.  These  singers  have 
asks  not,  Are  these  oppressed,  down-  fitted  themselves  for  making  their  way 
trodden  oreatniee  men  and  brothers?  honourably  and  usefully  through  life, 
bat  rather.  Are  not  those  whoso  oppress  Now  this  is  worth  the  notice  of  alt 
and  trample  them  fiends  incarnate?  young  people,  even  of  those  who  are  not 
Those  of  you  who  have  read  Uncle  compelled  by  ciroumstaneea  to  earn  their 
Tom'»  Cabin  will  see  these  cases  as  a  own  living.  I  heard  btely  of  a  lady  of 
commentaiy  on  that  wonderfal  book ;  this  class  who  inusted  on  doing  as  much 
those  who  have  not  should  read  it.  Of  wort:  every  day  as  would  have  pdd  for 
all  the  dark  and  dreadf  al  blots  that  hare  her  maintenance.  This  was  a  little 
disfigured  the  pages  of  the  world's  his-  fanciful,  but  the  idea  is  good.  God  does 
tory,  slavery  seems  to  me  the  darkest  notbestowfacultieson  us  without  mean- 
and  most  dreadful.  Think  of  the  body  ing  that  we  should  use  them ;  and  when 
tortured  and  the  mind  dwarfed — of  the  we  go  against  His  plans,  and  wrap  our 
deepest  feelings  of  the  heart  trampled  talent  in  a- napkin,  evil  consequences 
on,  and  the  most  sacred  rights  of  human  overtake  us,  in  this  as  in  any  other 
beinp  ignored ;  and  all  that  is  included  direction.  Then  we  cannot  but  respect 
m  skvery.  Thanks 'to  the  heroic  and  the  good  moral  character  of  these  young 
persevering  exertions  of  WOberforoe  and  people;  and  among  the  abounding  snares 
CUrkson,  and  that  noble  Clapham  hand,  and  temptations  around  us,  how  import- 
a  slave  cannot  breathe  on  British  soil,  ant  to  keep  our  garments  unspotted  from 
In  America,  too,  after  a  fearful  fight  of  the  world  I 

afBlctions,  the  year  of  jubilee  has  come.         But  there  are  many  places  of  the  earth 

and,  in  theory  at  least,  the  black  man  on  which  the  curse  of  slavery  still  rests. 

etands  on  a  level  with  hia  white  brother.  That  enterprisiug  and  intrepid  trav.eller, 

How  WSberforce  and  Clarkson  would  Dr.  Livingstone,  who  has  now,  after  all 

have  hailed   the  visit   of  these  Jubilee  hia  wanderings,  entered  the  land  of  rest, 

3ing»s,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  as  and  been  met,  not  with  an  ovatioo  from 

affOTdbg-evidonce,  that  could  neither  be  his  fellow-men,  but  with  the  '  Well  done, 

gainsaid  nor  resisted,  of  the  powers  and  good  and  faithful  servant, 'of  the  Master, 

capacities  of  tiie  negro  race!  Andindeed,  could  have  unveiled  fearful  atrocities  in 

even  laying  their  diaadvantages  out  of  oonnectiou  with  it  in  Africa.    And  it 

account,  might  we  not  learn  many  lessons  was  for  the  purpose  of  pntting  an  end 

from  them  ?     Any  one  who  sees  them  to  it  there,  as  well  as  of  advancing  the 

must  be  struck  with  the  propriety  of  progress  of  the  human  race  in  other 

their  behaviour.     It  ia  a  great  matter  ways,  that  he  was  content  to  live  labori- 

.    fw  yoang  people  to  be  neiQier  forward  oos  days,  to  be  in  perils  oft,  and  even  to 

nor  unduly  timid.    Perhaps  the  beet  way  lay  down  life  itself, 
to  secure  this  is  not  to  tbink  too  mach         I  have  read  a  fairy  tale  which  tells  of 

abont  ourselves.    Self-oonscious  people  a  beautiful  young  lady  and  all  around 

can  rarely  acquit  themselves  well,  so  as  her  being  under  a  spell ;  and  for  many 

^ther  to  feel   comfortable    themselves  long  years  the  spell  holds,  till  the  needed 

or  be  plesfiing  to  others.    In  truth,  their  deliverer  oomes,  and  all  at  once  she  and 

minds,  iosteu  of  b^g  free  to  act  on  the  world  of  whioh  she  is  the  centre  are 
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eet  tne,  kdA  awake  to  thank  and  lore 
and  eerve  their  deliverer.  Our  world  is 
under  a  apell — the  dark  and  crnel  spdl 
of  Hill.  The  powers  of  good  seem,  as  it 
were,  frozen  t^eop.  fint  the  time  drawa 
nigh  when,  at  the  bright  riaing  of  the 
Son  of  Righteoumeaa,  and  when  His 
beams  shall  have  reached  the  farthest 
limits  of  the  earth,  and  penetrated  into 
its  deepest  dungeons,  eren  that  mighty 
spell  snail  be  broken,  and  the  hitherto 
imprisoiied  forces  of  good  will  be  Let 
loose,  and  flood  the  eami  with  beauty  and 
with  joy. 

Ah  1  there  is  a  bondage  worse  than 
African  slavery  everywhere,  chains 
more  galling  than  ever  fettered  the 
limbeof  the  American  slave, — the  chains 


Deliverer  says :  '  The  Spirit  of  the 
God  is  upon  me,  because  the  Loid  hath 
anointed  me  to  preach  good  tidmgs  unto 
the  meek  ;  He  hath  sent  me  to  bind  up 
the  broken-hearted,  to  proclfom  liberty 
to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the 
prison  to  tbem  that  are  bound.'  But 
there  is  a  woful  circumstance  con- 
nected with  these  slaves,  inasmuch  as 
they  neither  know  nor  feel  their  sad 
condition.  Their  cruel  taskmaster  has 
so  drugged  them,  that,  like  the  straw- 
crowned  maniac  fancying  himself  a  king. 


they  tiilnk  themselveii  free,  while  they 
are  the  veriest  bond-slavM.  WheD  they 
see  themselves  as  they  really  are,— poor, 
and  miserable,  and  blind,  and  naked, 
having  nothing,  and  standing  in  need  of 
all  things, — how  gladly  will  they  break 
their  fett^^  and  burst  into  the  glorioua 
liberty  of  the  children  of  God  I  '  They 
are  the  freemen  whom  the  tra&  makes 
free,  and  all  are  slaves  besides.' 

You  can  fancy  the  feelings  of  s  man, 
long  shut  up  in  a  dreary  dungeon,  who 
is  told  that  his  prison  doois  are  tlirown 
open,  and  that  ne  may  go  fortb  into  the 
glad  sunshine.  What  aa  ecstasy  of  jof 
would  fl]!  hia  heart !  How  he  woold  h^ 
e*ch  returning  day,  no  longer  laden  vith 
anguish  and  misery,  but  a  witneae  of  hit 
potBesHioQ  and  enji^ment  of  the  great 
birthright  of  the  race  !  And  if  Uiiabe 
felt  when  the  boon  is  only  for  a  fewhrie! 
years,  how  much  m(»e  when  it  is  fn 
eternity  itself,  and  is  indeed  the  redHnp- 
tion  of  the  soul  1  '  That's  the  perfeciioii 
of  news  to  me,'  aud  an  old  man,  when 
he  was  told  and  apprehended  the  eUrf 
of  redeeming  love.  Yes,  it  is  the  'per- 
fection of  news '  to  all  who,  hsiiig 
hitherto  been  led  captive  by  Satan  tl 
his  wUl,  can  say  with  regard  to  Ihspi 


^ntiUigena. — Jffnileii  |prtsbaterian  C^rc^. 


PBBSSTTBBIAL  PEOOBBSIIIOS. 

Aberdeen.  —  Thij  presbjterv  mel 
lOlh  March,  and  auatained 
call  10  Mr.  Hftir,  preacher,  by  the  congre- 
gation of  Lumaden.  Heard  the  remainder 
of  Mr.  J.  B.  Dnncan'a  tnals,  which  were 
highly  approved.  At^er  prayer,  Mr.  Dun- 
can was  liceneed  to  preach  the  gospel  in 
connection  with  the  United  Preabyierian 
Chnrch.  ^A  conference  on  Temperance 
was  appointed  to  be  beld  at  next  meeting 
of  preabytery,  on  Tuesday  ifwr  aecond 
Sabbath  in  April.  Conference  Co  open 
at  1  P.M.  Alt  ;tbe  ofEce-bearera  in  the 
cougregationa  nnder  the  aDperintendence 
of  the  presbytery,  to  be  invited  to  attend 
and  take  pact  in  the  proceedings.  Mr. 
Aacbterlonie  of  Craiicdam  waa  appointed 
to  diapenae  the  Lord'i  Sapper  at  Lnma- 


Bail^aAirt.  —  This  presbyteiy  met  " 
Banff  OD  aOlh  January— the  Ber.  Joha 
Meikleham,  moderator.  Meaaia.  Joha 
Chalmera  and  James  Dnrno,  GommiisioD- 
era  from  Keith  Congregation,  laid  on  iba 
table  a  Call  addreaged  to  Mr.  William 
Paterson,  A.M.,  B.D.,  preacher,  Glasgow. 
The  call  waa  sustained,  and  trials  aaiigaeJ 
to  Mr.  Fateison  in  the  event  of  hia  accept- 
ance. Mr.  Green  gave  in  a  report  oc 
Findochty.  Ha  nrged  the  preabyt«ry  la 
take  steps  for  getliag  Mr.  Thomaa  Boberl- 
aon,  preacher,  ordained  aa  pastor  diere. 
A  suggestion  to  the  Home  GonumtCee  in 
harmouy  therewith  was  adopted.  The 
presbytery  approved  of  the  tnterim  nlH 
anenl  Admission  of  Ministers  and  Proba- 
tioners from  other  Denominations  sent 
down  from  Synod.  Approved  of  1,  %  ^ 
i,  5,  and  7,  of  the  snsgestions  of  Synod') 
Committee  on   Synod    Clerkahipi.— Tlii» 
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preitijteij  meE  at  Banff  on  Si  March — the  petUionedtabe  put  on  the  lidt  orvBcanciec, 

Rer.  Mr.  Green,  moderator  pro  lem.     A  and  promised,  in  the  erent  of  calling  a 

Utter  from   Mr.   Pateraon   declining   ihe  mimiBier,   to    raiae   £70  j.i   Blipend.      A 

call  from  ECeith  was  read.    The  call  naa  schedale  regularly  iilled  up  whi  presented 

iccitrdinglj  sat  aside.    Next  meeting  of  by  the  congregalioa  of  Savocb,  and   re- 

presbfterr  ta  be  held  at  Banff  on  Tuesday,  ceired  the  attestation  of  tbe  presbytery, 

2Sih  April.  with  a  view  to  obtaining  BB»iltaDce  from 

BeTinck. — This  presbytery  met  on  the  tbe    Mange    Board    in    erecting   a    nan 

STth  January—the  Bev.B.  Simpson, M.A.,  manse.      Took    ititO'   eonsideratiou    the 

moderator.    Tbe  Rev.  John  Young,  M.A.,  remit  of   Synod  aneat*  ■  Representative 

from  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  being  Assembly,  and  decided  by  a  majority  of 

present,   was  associated.    The  clerk   re-  one  against  tbe  cbanee  proposed.     Tool: 

ported  that  he  had  received  a  donation  of  iolo    consideration    also    the     remit    of 

£i  for  Holy  Island  ilissioa   fiom'  Mrs.  Synod'  on  Uiiion  in  England,  and  nnani- 

Uouglas  of  Walker,  for  which  he  was  in-  mously  decided  that  such  a  nnion  is  ia- 

»racied  to  retarn  the  cordial  thanka  of  a^edlen^.    Was   presented   and  read    a 

the  presbytery.    Tbe  Synod  remit  on  a  commnnication  frqm  the  Rev,  Dr.  Scott, 

Representative  Assembly  was  read.     After  SQggesting  an  increase  of  the  minimum 

consideration,  it  was  agreed  to  report  that,  stipend  to  £200.    Approved  generally  of 

in  ihe  present  negotialioas.  for  Union  ia  the  same,  and  Instructed  the  clerk  to  cor- 

Ingland,  it  is  rnidemrable  to  express  any  respond  with  the  congregation  pf  Peterhead 

Opinion  on  the  subject.    Very  gratifying  on  tbe  matter,  and  draw  their  attention 

inlormation   was   communicated    by    the.  to  it.    A  copj  of  the  Ahalrsct  of  Statistics 

ministers   of  Berwick  and   others  as    t»  of  the   presbjtery  was    snbmitted,   froia 

ipiritual  results  from  erahgelistie  meetings  which  it  appears  that  the  membership  ibr 

in  tbe  Tarions  districts  of  tbe  presbytery,  the    year    1873    amounts    to    1015;     the 

after  which  Dr.  Caiius,  by  appointment,  number  of  Sabbath  scholars  is  599  ;  the 

led  the  devotions  of  tbe  presbytery, — The  total' amoant  of  contributions,  £10GB  ;  the 

presbytery  met  again  on  the  3d  of  March  average  giving  for  missionary  and  benevo- 

— tbe  &ev.  James  M'Leish,  moderator  pra  lent  purposes  is  3s.  9d.,  and  for  all  pnr- 

laa.    The  Bev.  M.  Christie  of  the  free  poses  2.1s.     Agreed  that  the  same  sboold 

Cburcb,  Mordington,  being  present,  was  be  prttiled  an4<distributed  throughont  the 

Associated.       Reports   were    given    from  congregations  of    the    presbytery,      Ap- 

vnriDDS    congregations    regarding    evaa-  pointed  next  meeting  to  be  held  at  New 

gcliatic  services ;  after  which  it  was  agreed  Iteer  on  Utb  of  April,  at  TO  jk.ii. 

10  bold  a  conference  at  next  meeting  of  Cujiar.— This  presbytery  met  at  Cupar 

preibytery  on  the  14tb  of  April,  on  the  on  lOtb-March — Bir,  Anderson,  mederator 

best   means    of   conducting    evanEelistie  pro  leja.     Mr.  Baokine  reported  that,  in 

mcetJDgs,  and  to  invite  all  the  elders  of  accordance  with  appointment  of  presby- 

the  ToriouB  aessinDs  to  be  present  at  that  tery,  ha  had  gone  to  St.  Andrews  to  pre- 

meeting.    Dr.   Ritchie  was  appointed  to  side  in  she  moderation  of  a  coll.  and  after 

opea  the  conlerencs.    An  application  from  sermon  ho  put  tbe  (question  to  the  meeting, 

ilie  Rev,  Dr.  Williamson  of  China,  to  he  wheiber  they  were  prepared  to  go  forward, 

sdroitted  to  the  standing  of  a  minister  of  A  notion   wa«  made  and  seconded,  that 

the   United    Presbyterian    Chnrch,    was  thej  were    not    prepared.     An    amend- 

resd;  and  on  tbe  motion  of  Dr.  Ritchie,  ment  was  aleo  made  and'  seconded,  that 

seconded  by  Dr.  Cairns,   it  was   unani-  they  were  prepared  to  proceed  j  and  on  a 

moDsly  agreed  to  transmit  this  application  vote  being  takso,  it  was  foond  that  au 

to  the  Synod,   with   the   cordial  recom-  eilaat  niwnl»er  of  members  had  voted  for 

nendation  of  tbe  presbytery.    Mr.  Walter  cbe  motioa  and  the  amendment.   In  these 

Csner,  Ayton,  was  appointed  to  serve  on  circumstances  be  bad  intimated  that  there' 

ihe  Mission  Board  for  the  four  years  be-  could  be  no  moderation.     The  preehytery 

linningin  May  1874.  approved  of  Mr.  Bankine'a  c»adiic[  in  this 

Bai^aa. — This  presbytery  met  at  Peter-  matter.     Entered  on  consideration  of  the 

hud  on  the  24th  of  February.    Tbe  Bev.  remit  of  Synod  anent  the  rales  for  the  ad- 

T,  F.  Whillas,  moderator,  constituted  the  missloB  of  ministers  and  pi^achers  belong- 

Kieeting,  and  gave  an  address  on  reTtvals.  ing  to  other  denominations,  when  it  was 

^'ere  read  extract  of  minates  of  Home  agreed  to  approve  generally  of  the  rules 

Kiision  Board,  reporting  the  examination  proposed  by  tbe  Synod's  committee,  with 

of  the  title  deeds  and  ptaos  of  tbe  new  tbe  exception  of  tbe  9ib  query,  to  be  an- 

Chnreh,  Fraserburgh  i  and  a  commuoica-  snered  by  presbyteries.    The  elder  from 

lion  from  Mr.  Bell,  intimating   that    tho  -St.  Andrews  requested  the  presbylery  to 

congregation  had  accepted  tenders  for  the  apply   for  a  hearing  of   two   preachers, 

erection  of  a  cborcb,  estimated  to  coat  to  Messrs,    Maclean   and    Dickie,  and    tbe 

■II  about  £1000,    The  same  ^ongregalion  clerk    was   instructed   to   apply   to    tbe 
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nistribnliun  CominiCIee  for  thia  parpoBe. 
Appoinied  ihe  next  meeting  to  he  held  in 
the  same  place  on  the  Taesda;  after  tbe 
second  Sabbath  of  Apri1|  when  the  annnal 
conference  on  the  aCate  of  religion  irill  be 
held,  and  when  all  Iheeldera  of  the  boanda 
are  invited  tfi  be  present;  and  Mr.  Hen- 
lietioa  tu  deliver  tl<e  addresa. 

Dundee. — This  preabrter/dnel  at  New- 
tyle  on  SSd  Jannarj — Rev.  J.  A.  Murraj, 
moderator.  Jtev.  J.  C.  Baxter  vaa  re- 
quested to  act  -as  inierim  cleilc  in  room  of 
Kev.  John  Muir,  now  deceaaed.  Mr. 
Baxter  agreed  to  ihe  request  of  presbj- 
terj,  on  the  underetanding  [hat  nis  ap- 
pointment ahould  not  extend  beyond  the 
time  of  next  meetinpt  «f  pretbvterj.  The 
prrsbflcrj  appointed  the  tooderalor  H«d 
Dr.    M'Gavin   to   condnct  the  devolional 

tbe  Rev.  John  Mnir  of  Newtyle.  In 
accordance  witb  the  wiahea  of  Mrs.  Muir, 
Kev.  George  Gilfillan  was  appointed  to 
preach  Mr.  Mtiir'i  funeral  aennoD  on 
Sdbbath  the  first  ia.j  of  Februarj,  and 
hIso  to  declare  vseaut  the  palpU  of  New- 
tvle  Cliurch,  Dr.  M'Savin  and  Mr. 
Baxter  were  appointed  to  draw  ap  a 
minute  of  njemorial  anent  the  death  of 
Illr.  Muir.  Mr.  Duntop,  Aljth,  was  ap- 
pointed moderator  of  seesion  of  Newtylo 
congregation. — This  presbjterj  again  met 
-n  the  17lh  February — the  Rev.  John  A. 


Mur 


Be- 


porta  fromeesnone  anent  a  liepr 
Assemblj  were  f^ven  in.  Six  reported 
that  thej  were  opposed  lo  the  proposed 
change,  and  one  reported  in  favonr  of  it. 
The  presbvter;  then  look  up  the  remit  of 
Synod  on  this  auligecl.  After  considera- 
tion, the  preabjiser;  agreed  that  Ihe  guea- 
I  ion  of  a  RepreaentatiM  Aasenhty  be  not 
entertained  m  present,  Mr,  B^rxier,  on 
liehair  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
i^raw  up  a  minute  in  referenee  to  the 
death  of  (he  Kev.  John  Muir,  Newty4e, 
submitted  tbe  following,  which  waa  ap- 
prored  of;  "The  iter,  John  Mnir  was 
ordained  at  Kewtyle  in  February  1836,, 
)ni  died  witbin  tbe  manse  there  on  ITth 
January  187*.  Our  departed  brother  waa 
■  faitlifni  preacher,  a  leaioaa  paater,  a 
prudent  adviaer,  a  trosted  friend  ;  and  tbe 
membera  of  his  congregation  and  lbs 
people  of  the  district  where  he  labonred, 
uhile  sorrowing  on  account  of  hia  ra- 
moral  from  ao  earthly  sphere,  mil  ever 
cherish  a  gratefal  remembraace  of  bis 
excellent  qualities.  Aa  a  member  and 
the  clerk  of  l^is  eonrt,  Mr.  Mnir  was 
characteriieilfey  preMsionof  melhod,'by  am 
intimate  acqaaiatance  with  eeclesiascical 
lav,  and  by  a  power  of  no  common  order, 
to  deal  wlih  all  queations  that  came  tinder 
the  conaideraiion  of  tbi«  preabytery.    In 


dropping  big  name  from  the  roll,  'tie 
preabytery  would  expreas  profound  sym* 
pathj  with  the  Newtj-le  congregation,  that 
has  been  deprived  of  a  minister  who  lo 
long  and  ao  faithfully  watched  over  their 
■piritnal  intereala;  and  with  Mrs.  Mnir  in 
having  Bustalned  tbe  bereavement  of  a 
hasband  with  whom  many  years  of  Chris- 
tian happiness  were  spent."  The  Her. 
James  Wilson,  Dudhope  Bond  Church, 
waa  nnairimoaaly  chosen  clerk  in  the 
room  of  the  Iste  Mr.  Muir.  The  presby- 
tery thanked  Mr.  Baxter  for  hia  servicei 
as  interim  clerk.  Mr.  S.  U.  Beatt,  am-' 
dent  of  tbe  fonnh  year,  gave  a,  diaeourse, 
which,  at^er  remarks,  was  austained.  The 
Rer.  Mr.  Connel  gave  notice  of  tbe 
following  motion;  'Tliat  each  etadent  be 
required  aoBuelly  to  •ubmit  one  of  bis 
manuscript  disconraes  to  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  presbytery.'  Mr. 
Thomas  Mitchell,  Blairgowrie,  gave 
notice  that  he  would  catl  the  attention 
of  the  preabytery  to  the  need  of  more 
frequent  meetings.  The  next  meeting 
was  sppointed  to  he  held  on  Tuesday, 
Blst  April. 

Dunjermline. — This  presbyteiy  met  on 
Tuesday,  3d  March—the  Rev.  Mr.  Welch, 
moderator,  A  moderation  vas  granlcd 
to  Allea,  to  take  place  on  Taesday  the 
17ih   March ;   Mr.  Jarvie  to  preach  and 

S reside,  and  Mr.  M 'Dow all  to  aaaiil. 
upply  was  granted  to  Gitieapie  Church, 
with  a  view  to  procure  a  colleague  to  Dr. 
M'Michad.     The  clerk  was  inatrucled  to 


Mr.  Graham,  Croasgates,  ataMd  that  hil 

people  had  resolved  to  he  aelr-sostaiaing, 
they  earnestly  desired  to  be  able 
---  sa  The  presbytery  heard  Aa 
vith  much  satisfaction.  It  waa 
reported  that  the  series  of  reHgioua  aerriCM 
appointed  by  the  presbytery  to  he  held  in 
the  drffereot  congregations  had  be  en  carried 
QUI,  and  that  the  sttendauce  at,  and  geiM- 
ral  resiilta  of,  tbe  meetings,  vrere  ef  k 
gratifying  character.  Iti  connection  with 
'  jeei,  the  preabytery  entered  ii 


•ting 


reHgiona  movement  in  Scotland,  at  the 
close  of  which  it  was  cordially  agreed  lo 
expreaa  ajmpathy  with  tbe  morement,  and 
the  hepe  that  idl  the  brethren  in  tbeir 
several  -districta  would  further  it  lo  the 
utmost  in  ItieJr  power.  Dr.  Johneloa  then 
led  the  devotions  of  tlie  presbytery,  sup- 
[riicMing  the  divine  bleaaing  lo  be  ponred 
out  BtiH  more  largely  upon  the  land.  Dr. 
Jehnaton  intimated  that  at  next  meeting 
he  would  more  that  the  presbytery  over- 
ture the  Synod  lo  take  such  steps  as  in  iu 
wisdom  may  seem  meet  to  secure  the  Dis- 
eetablishmeni  and  Disendowment  of  ilie 


BBLIGIOOB  INTEIXIQENOB. 


Established    Clmrfbei    in    Knglmil   Rod  the    Boheme    for   Ibe    Annieti 

Scotland.    Next  meetiDg  to  bo  held  on  Stipends,   he   could   scarcelT  m 

Tnesdaj,  the  Tth  April,  st  twelve  o'clock,  mora    lieae&ci«l    melbod   m    ai 

JidiuinirgK.  —  This   preibjlar/  met    in  ChatEh  ibss  b/ asaistiBg  in  tb»  education 


Queen  Street  Hall  on  the  3Uh  Febrnarj  oT  their  (utnre  ministerB.  Tbe  docnment 
for  tba  ordination  of  Mr.  J.  O.  f  orbei,  as  vas  submilted  to  Mr.  Smart  to  aid  in 
colleague  and  successor  to  the  Rev.  Hr.  di%w\ag  up  ■  minute  thereon.  A  call 
Dartdson.  Th«  BeT.  J.  D.  Bowden  from  tbe  United  Freibjtertan  congTega' 
preached,  snd  the  Ber.  A.  Oasdiner,  tion  at  Stow  lo  the  Bev.  John  Wilton,  of 
A.M.,  precided,  and  addretsed  tbe  newlj  CwiongBte  Unlited  Presbj.teriaB  congrrga- 
otdained  minister  and  tbe  congregation,  tion,  sjkd  reasons  and  anawera  Iberato, 
— The  pieabflefiy  met  ai^sin  in  the  same  were  laid  on  tbe  table,  and  alia  a  doeu- 
place  OB  the  eieniag  of  March  S^  for  the  ment  from  tbe  Misnonarj  S«ciet;  in  eon- 
ordination  of  Mr^J.  Procter  as  a^miision-  nection  with.  Broughton  Flsce  coBgreni- 
tion,  giTiug  reaaoiis  against  the  tiansla- 
tion,  which  arBociation  assiais  io  a  gnal 
measure  in  the  support  of  the  Caaoagate 

^_  _ ...  coogregatioQ.      In    connection  with  the 

n  the  ^proceedings.-— Tbe  presbytery  beJd  latter  document,  Mr.  Deans  said  he  did 
iiB  dsdbI  monthly  meeting  on  Tnesdaf,  not  think  that  Broughton  Flace  csnraMga- 
March  3 — Mr.  Robertson,  of  Bread  Street  tion  had-  anj  right  to  interfere  with  ika 
Church,  moderator,  Ifae  trial  diseourtes  coll  eithes  in  one  w«j  or  apotbe*.  Thia- 
of  Mr.  I>uncan,  probationer,  were  beard,  was  a  matter  which  laj  between  thft 
and  nnanimouelf  and  bigJutj  appiored  of.  Canongata  and  the  Stow  conncgatinns. 
Tueadaj  Ike  nib  March  was  fixed  for  hii  and  it  was  no  reason  for  the  Bronghtoni 
ordinattoo  la  the  minisiry  of  Mid'-Calder  Place  Missionnrj  Society  to.  step, in  he- 
con  gregstioa.  Beaaans  of  dissent  b7  the  caase  thej  aided  the  congregaticm  in  tJia- 
Rev.  Mr.  Kemmell  from  thedeciaion  of  tbe  Canpngate.  Anj  person  giving  a  gratuity 
presbytesf  approring  of  a  Representative  tan  congregation  might  ja(t  on,  the  same- 
Assembly  being  bald  were  nod,  and  te-  ground,  and  with  as  good  reason,,  inter- 
mitted te  tlie  committee  to  briagtbem  np  fere.  After  soRie  discnssiOD,  the  doen- 
before  the  Synod.  A  letter  was  read  from  .  ment  was  set  aside,  and  Ms. 'WiI«oa. 
Messrs.  Waddall  and  Mockintoih,  dated  accepted  the  call.— Tbe  preal^tary.  met  at 
19ch  Feb.,  enclosing  copy  ofairust-diapoii-  Uid-Calder  on  the  ITth  for.th«.oraination 
tion  and  settleiBent  of  the  late  Mr.  James  of  Mr.  W.  Duncan  as  coUeagne  aad> 
Simpson,  accoBntanti  Edtnbn^h,  dated  Sd  successor  to  his  unclevtba  Ber.  A.  Dun-. 
14av,  1869.'  The  will  was  alio  read,  from  can.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Brasarprewhed,  Rev.. 
which  it  appeared  ttiatt  on  the. termination  Ur.Buucan  presided,  and  Rev.  Mr.  BroiUe 
■of  tbe  liferent  of  bis  estate  given  to  the  addressed  the  ne.sl^  ordftiofd.  loiciitter.' 
trnster's  siiter-in-law,  t&.  Simpson  be-  and  Ibe  congregalioih. 
^laeathed  one-fcalf  of  the  Kiidue  of  bis  Olatgoia. — A  speoiall  aaeting' of'ttt** 
vBlale  to  this  presbytery,  in  order  that  presbytery  was  baWl  w  E^bKwy  3«l~lU*>- 
-ibey  might  hold  andiretaim  the  same,  and  Hev.  Dr.  Toung,  moderatw.  'PUsJcleftt 
apply  the  iaterest  Or  annual  rent  or  in-  read  an  extract  minute  of  tbe  TM«t  ijlerl't, 


"i-yj  ■■"=  .-..s.>=..  w.  «»iu»i  ii^ui.  ui   III-  icou  Bu  Bxiraci  mmute  01  toe  rMt"  irterxw. 

■come    ansmg  Iherehom    in  esUbliabiDg  of  Dunblane,  stating  that  the  RaT-VilliatK  J 

bursaries  to  be  called  the  Simpson  Bur-  Blair,  of  Dunblane,  l,ad  decli»cf  tha.C»'/ 

varies,  to  be  granted  by  tbe  presbyteiy  to  to  CampbellBeU  couBreffaticiit.  eisS 

deserving  young  men  attending  coJtese  fn  1*.  „-  .:■.... .L^..°°A"^a'1?^.1  *«.^ 
£dinbnrgb,  i>  the  proiqieGt  o"  ' 


presuyieryto  to  uampbellHeia  congregaiiofl,  eiiMow 

ing  college  ifl  The  5>,bytery  recorded  ikit  tW,Kd 

clX^^ri^t-    ^-       ^"Vterlao  .tract  minute  of  the  ftw  P«sS«,rsw[ 

J^  >L!      ""'•'^t™'  '*'"'^  ""^^  Glosgcw,  which  stated  Ibat  Rev.  Mr^W . 

^A T^'^^"^'  ^*'*  ""^."^  ■>«  '*  «'  "f  F'"  St.  David's,  GlMg^.  decB^ri^- 

ceed  £25  per  ann.m,  nd  boc  to.  be  con-  break   the  tie  which  boSnd   himlTiS 

tinned  to  any  individual  for  a  period  be-  present  conBreiration   and  .h«  !5        "^ 

jond  fonr  years;  penoni  ef  thrname  of  byterv  th^Xro  refil-^d  ,«        *i^  '^ 

Simpson  or  Marcfc  ^iing  to  he  preferred  tSt  on  to  the  U„?i  X  "Tf "  ^ 

r.fu,^''tt^„iir.s^^'';.f^j!i':!-  Tbeprb^r^t„^T.^^r^^irs 


andlheir  ^r^7riJi^r:^,t,l        ^luesi,  awo  Deen  set  aside.    Dr.  Blaek  repoMed 

■iKi  ineir  appreciaiton  ot  the  very  annro-  that  nt  a  mooiin™  nci.. /^.TL   i.-,,    '^^^^ 

pH.i.  p„po,„  ,„  ,Mcl  «  i.  to'b  '  .p.  ™'in  bdd  on  M™!        C.njhjl  ««,,,, 

■    pl»d.     Dr.  A.a™,  TlraK,n"dd  >■;,  f  S    £^  .Zi^r  l"       I'"? '^  ^^ 
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tor    &Tid    Mr.   Mitchell   wera    appointed  th«  Ber.  Mr.  PaterBon,  and  Mejin.  B»- 

nemben    of    the   Minion    Board.      Di.  ter,  Forreat,  Hamilton,  Scott,  and  Whit- 

Loican  Aikman  lepocted  tliM  tbe  evan-  field,   were  appointed    comnuMiODeri   to 

geliBtic  serTJces,  according  to  the  gcheme  proaecnle  the  call.     These  commissioncn 

■anctioned  by  the  presbjlerj,  commenced  were  present,  and  ware  heard.    The  prei- 

on  the  SJ  Horember  and  terminated  on  b^tery  then  aoatained  the  call  as  a  regalu 

the  Sth  February.    Of  the  BO  congrega-  gospel   call;   and  Mr.  Meiklejohn  being 

tloas,  19  had  held  meetings,  the  aggregate  praaent,  the  call  was  put  into  his  bandi, 

attendance  at  which  was  69,675,  with  an  and  he  declaredhii  acceptanceoftheaamc, 

average  attendance   at   each   meeting  of  Tbe  pr««byterf  appobMd  him  varionsBub- 

339,      Oi^  the  EQggeBtion  of  Dr.  Jefirey,  jects  as  trials  for  ordination,  lo  be  gireit 

tbe  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  at  next  meet iog.    Mr.  Donaldson  reported 

presbfterj  i^reed  to  accept   tbe  resigna-  that,  according  to  appointment,   he  hid 

tion  of  Dr.  John  Tavlor  ai  mioister.of  the  preached  in  Cbi^el  Street  Chnrcb  on  the 

charch  at  Busby.     It  waa  agreed  to  allow  IStb  nit.,  and. declared  the  same  yhcboI. 

the  Parliamentary  Boad  congregation  to  An  application  by  said  congregation  wu 

erect  a  new  chnrch  in  Bath  street.    Dr.  made  for  preachers  for  the  next  quarter, 

Joseph  Brown   mored   that  a  committee  and  the  clerk  was  iDBtrncted  to  attend  to 

be  appointed   to   review    the    presbytery  the  same.     Took  np  remit  of  last  Synod 

scheme    of    aick    supply,    and    snggest  as  to  Union  in  England )  and  after  deiibe- 

snch   regnlations  as  may  render  it  more  ration,  the  presbytery,  while  exceedingly 

'"     '   ~       Professor  ISadie  mored  that  anxious  to  see  tlds  union  coDBummated, 


the  present  rules  applying  to  sick  sap-  were  not  prepared  to  recommend  il 
ply  be  printed  and  sent  to  every  member  the  United  Presbyterian  Churches  toath 
of  the  presbytery.  Dr.  Brown's  mo-  of  the  Tweed  can  see  their  way  to  go  into 
tion  was  carried  by  SS  to  IS.  It  waa  it  with  greater  nnanimity  than  at  present 
agreed  to  keep  a  roll  of  baptized  persons,  exists.  Mr.  Faterson  gave  notice  ihil  at 
and  to  appoint  ■  eommittee  to  snperin-  next  meeting  he  wbald  propone  an  over- 
tend  young  persons  coming  from  country  ture  to  tbe  Synod  on  the  Stipend  Aog- 
districts  into  the  city.  Mr.  Buchanan  men  tat  ion  Scheme.  Tbe  presbytery  agreed 
stated  that,  while  the  contributions  to  tbe  to  hold  their  annual  missionary  and  prayer 
AugmeDlatioD  Pand  in  the  gross  for  1873  meeting  at  next  meeting  j  Mr.  Drummond, 
tnight  not  be  lets  than  in  1BT3,  the  eUer,  to  gire  an  address  on  Missions,  and 
amount  of  congregational  contributions  Hessrs.  Langhland  and  Bruce  to  condnel 
had  somewhat  decreased.  Glasgow  Free-  the  devotional  exercises  on  that  occasion. 
hytery  showed  au  increase.  The  contri-  Ireland.^-Thia  presbyte^  met  al  Bel- 
bnlionsin  1B70  in  that  presbytery  reached  fast,  23d  Dec.  1878— Rev.  W.  Cuthbertson, 
£29M;  in  1B7I,  ^£3768;  in.  1873,  ^£3959 ;  moderator.  Bead  letter  from  Ur.  W.  H. 
in  1B74,  £4248— ^being  within  a  few  bun-.  Macfarlane,  preacher,  declining  the  call  to 
dred  pounds  of  a  half  of  the  entire  contri-  Belfast.  The  call  was  accordingly  set 
bntions  over  the  Church.  The  committee  aside.  A  committee  was  appointed  to 
•nggetted  that  tbe  presbytery  should  do  make  arrangements  for  the  celebration  of 
everything  in  their  power  to  give  efitct  to  Dr.  Bryce's  jubilee — Mr,  Bnchan,  con- 
tha  proposed  scheme  for  increasing  the  vener.  Agreed  to  transfer  Mr.  R.  Hai«hin- 
augmentation  allowance  to  £300,  provided  son  at  hia  own  request  to  the  Preshytery 
that  scheme  should  meet  with  the  ap-  of  Glasgow.  Mr.  Gray  made  a  sCatement 
proval  of  the  Synod.  The  report  was  on  stipend  angmeotation,  which  be  was 
adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  pcinted.  The  requested  to  have  printed  for  circulation 
presbytery  then  met  in  private,  in  the  congregations  of  tbe  presbytery.— 
Kami^on,— This  presbytery  met  On  the  Th;«  presbytery  met  again  at  Belfast,  3d 
3d  March— the  Rev.  Mr.  Bruce,  modern-  March— Rer.  D.  Mair,  moderator.  Read 
tor.  Mr.  Paterson  reported  that  he  had  letter  from  Dr.  Enox  acknowledging  re- 
preached  in  Kirkmairhill  Chnrch  on  the  ceipt  of  documents  relating  to  Union  in 
33d  uli.,  and  afterwards  presided  in  the  Ireland,  and  intimating  bis  readinesa  lo 
moderation  of  a  call,  which  had  turned  call  a  meeting  of  the  Union  Committee  of 
out  nnanimonsly  in  favonr  of  Mr.  John  the  Irish  Presbyterian  Church  at  any 
Meiklejohn,  preacher  of  the  gospel.  Tbe  time  that  would  be  suitable  to  tbe  presbj- 
call  and  paper  of  consprrence,  and  petition  tcry  and  the  Synod's  Union  Committee. 
by  the  congregation,  praying  that  the  call  Bead  also  Synod  minute  on  Union  in 
be  proceeded  in  according  to  the  rules  of  Ireland,  of  dale  20th  May  1B73.  It  was 
the  Cbnrcfa,  were  laid  on  the  table.  Mr.  moved  by  Dr.  Bryce,  seconded  by  Mr. 
PatersoD  gave  an  account  of  his  proceed-  Marwick,  and  after  ditcussion  agreed  lo, 
ings  in  the  matter,  and  the  presbytery  'That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  ptesbyieir, 
approved  of  his  condnct.  The  petition  it  would  be  desirable  that  tbe  Assembly 
was  then  read,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  Committee  should  favaur  ut  vltb  some 
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Jadidal  aniwer  to  the  qaeition  oonUined  the    pretbvtcrf  lome   TeguUtloni  wbich 

in  tbe  Sfood'a  minate  ou  Uaioa  in  Ire-  the  committee  wished  to  get  iknetianed 

liDd,  before  a  joial-conrsreace  be  beldj  for  their  fature  gaidance  ia  conaection 

bal  (he  presbyteij  sgcee  to  fall  in  with  with  the  work  of  the  preabjteiy'i  mil- 

nbtlever  conne  may  be  decided  on   bj  lionarr.    The  pretbj^erf,  after  consider- 

Ibe  committee  of  Sjnod.'    Ua  the  motioa  able,  aeliberetion,  agreed  to  the  reqnetl 

orHrfiizpUric^  leconded  bj  Mr.  Scott,  of    the  committee,   sod  abo  authorized 

it  was  agreed  that  the  qae«tion  of  a  Be-  them  to  applj  to  the  MisBion  Board  for 

preaenta^Te  Awemblr  be  not  enterlAioed  the  continuance  of  the  grant  in  aid. 
atpresent.    Next  meeting wai  appointed         London. — Thit  preabjterj  met  on  the 

to  be  held  at  Belfast,  Slit  ApriL  loib    Februair  — Ber.    J.    M.    Erskine, 

Kinrom. — TbigpreBbjierjmetat  Mitna-  moderator.      Dr.  Edmood  read  a  letter 

tharlDnTuesdaj'.SdMaicli— BeT.William  which  had  been  aent  to  him  regarding  a 

M'Queen,   moderator.     Mr.   David  Tod,  proposal  that  hu   been  made  to  bold  a 

,  iludcat,  delivered  the  remainder  of  his  simultaneoiu,  communion  in  all  Bvanfieli' 

Irisls  for  licence,  and   waa   licensed    to  cal   churches  in  the  metropolis  on  Whit 

preach  the  gospel.    The  remit  of  Sfnod  Sunday.    The  matter  was  referred  to  the  ' 

snent   the    admission   -of   minister*   and  KTangelistic  Committee.   A  minute  of  the 

preachers  from  other  denominations  was  Home   Mission   Board  was  read,  stating 

considered,  when  it  was  agreed  to  forward  that  the  plant  that  have  been  prepared  for 

ilie following  recommendations :  (l)That  the  new  church  at  New  Bamet  hare  been 

In  rule  3  '  two  months '  he  subttitnted  for  appTored  of  b;  the  board's  architect.    A 

'three  months  ;'  (3)  That  between  3  and  petition  was  read  from  a  joint-meeting  of 

1  the  fallowing  role  be  added  :  *lf  the  the  elders  and  managers  of  the  conKrega- 

ipplicont  has    recentl/   come   to    reside  tioa  of  Leicestoi,  requesting  further  snpplr 

iriihia   the    bounds    of   the    presbjterj,  in  consequence  of  Mr.   Ker's  coatinoed 

notice  of  the  application  shall  forthwith  iuabilit;  to  preach,  an4  praying   that  a 

be  lent  to    the    presbjtery  from   whose  deputation  be  appointed  to  TJsit  the  con- 

boiudi  he  has  come,  with  a  request  for  gregation  and  advise  with  them  in  their 

Mj  infonnation  which   mav  be  helpful  present  circumstances.     Mr.  Kedpaih  and 

m  judging  of  the  oase;'  (8)  That  to  rule  4,  bra.  Macfarlaue,  Edmond,  and  Morison, 

quet;  S,  these  words  be  added, 'And  if  so,  were  appointed   to   supply   the  Leicester 

son  long  ij  it  since,  and  what  were  his  pulpit  on  the  2Sd  ^February,  on  tbe  Sih 

reuons  for  changing  J '  and  (4)  that  be-  and  2ad  March,  and  on  the  6th  April.  Dr. 

tweca  10  and  II  the  following  qaerj  he  Edmond  and  Ur.  Boyd  were  appointed  to 

added:  'Are  there  any  peculiarities  con-  lisit  the  congregation  and  adrise  nilh 

necied  with  the  case  known  to  the  pres-  them  as  desired.    Trananjltted,  with  re- 

bjlery,  which  it  is  important  for  the  Synod  commendation,  a  petition  from  the  mana- 

to  know  in  judging  of  the  application.'  ger  of  the  congregation  of  Hammersmith 

Qxooijuifra,  thepre8byta[7a)>proveof  the  to  the  Home  Mission  Board,  praying  for 

ndei  and  queries  aa  transmitted.    Next  a  continuance  of  the  annual  grant  of  £50 

meeting  to  be  held  on  the  Tuesday  after  that  has  been  made  to  them.   The-Sjnod's 

tlie  third  Sabbath  of  April.  remit  concerning  a  Bepresentative  Gene- 

Sirtealdy.  —-  This   presbytery   met  at  ral   Assembly   was    token    up.      It   was 

Leienon  the  3d  of  March— Ber.  Jamea  moved  and  seoonded,   that  this  preaby- 

Scolt,  moderatprjMy)  fnn.   Mr.  Donjilasre-  tery  give  no  decision  on  this  matter  until 

ponedthathehadpreachedandmoderated  tbe    General    Synod    has    expressed    ita 

in  a  call  at  Backharen  on  tbe  evening  of  opinion   with   reference    to  the    English 

^e  Slst  of  Februaiy,  and  gave  an  account  Union.     It  was  also  moved  and  seconded, 

of  bis  .proceedings,  when  his  conduct  was  that  this  presbytery  now  proceed  to  con- 

■pptored  of.     Compeared  Dr.  Bonthron,  aider  the  matter  remitted  to  them.    On 

Unsn,  Patrick  and  Stewart,  who  laid  on  the  vote  beins  taken,  five  voted  for  the 

the  table  said  call,  and  a  petition  lo  the  Grst  motion,  and  five  for  tbe  second.    The 

presbytery  that'  the  call  be  sustained.   Tbe  moderator  gave  his  casting  vote  for  the 

ctU  was  addressed  to  Mr,  John  Q.  Train,  second.     The   discussion  on  ihia  mattei 

preacher,   and    waa    subscribed    by    280  was  deferied  nntil  next  meeting, — This 

members    in    full    communion,    and    43  presbytery  met  again  aa  the  loth  March 

Dtdinary    bearers.      The    commissioners  — Rev.    Andrew    Black,   moderator   ^ra 

were  heard  in  snpport  of  their  petition,  tem.     The  deputation  appointed   to  visit 

*heu  the  presbytery  agreed  ananimooaly  Xieicester  reported  that  they  had  done  so ; 

■oieatoin  the  call,  and  alao  appointed  to  that  they  bad  met  Mr.  Ker,  who  is  bope- 

Ib.  Train  subjects  of  trial  for  ordination  fnl   of  complete   recovery ;   but   that,  in 

in  the  event  of  his  acceptance.   Mr.  Scott,,  order  to  this,  a  period  of  entire  reat  will 

convener    of     the    Presbytery's    Home  be  necessary.    The  presbytery  agreed  to 

Uiuiaa   Committee,     conunnnicated    to  take  steps  to   secure  Mr.   Eer  adequate 
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tnppOTt  for  three  jrean ;  on  resigning  the  i^blcli  Wa8  IDstklne^i  It  vm  reported 
charge  of  ihe  Leicestef  congregation,  lo  that  the  Earlston  Bast  coDgregBiion  had 
recommend  him  to  Ihe  beneflu  of  the  itow  resolved  themselres  tr>  raise  their 
Aged  Bod  Infirm  Uinisterg' Fand;  and  to  ministet'B  attpend  tof  157,  )0a.  Proceeded 
igsae  a  circular  leqneBting  the  aid  of  to  coaaider  the  acTeral  SjnodicaJ  remiu. 
generom  friends  of  the  Chnrch.  As  As  to  the  formation  of  a  BepreseotstlTS 
^reed  on  at  la»t  meeting,  the  Sjnod'a  Assembly,  two  aotions  were  made,  tIi.: 
remit  anent  a  Representatire  General  that  the  qnestlon  ire  not  entertained  si 
Assembly  was  now  taken  np,  in  favour  of  present,  and  that  it  be  faronrablj  enter- 
which,  by  a  majority,  it  was  decided  that  lained  j  when  the  Bist  motion  was  carried 
the  presbytery  ihoald  report.  Mr.  Crum  by  seven  to  fiTe.  In  regard  to  the  Englitll 
Ewing,  who  has  Imilt  a  chnrcb,  and  Union,  agreed,  while  approving  genenllj 
mange,  and  school  on  his  estates  in  of  that  union,  to  leave  the  matter  io  the 
Demerara,  and  who  sapports  a  mission-  hands  of  our  brethren  themselrea  ia 
ary  for  the  benefit  of  the  Europeans  and  England.  With  reference  to  the  remit  , 
Asiatics  in  his  employment,  applied  to  on  Syeod  Clerkships,  resolved  to  approre 
the  presbytery  to  ordain  Mr.  M'Clintock,  of  the  recommend  a  lions  therein  made: 
whom  be  is  abont  to  send  out,  that  ha  also  lo  approve  of  the  first  saggenion 
may  be  able  to  do  all  the  work  of  the  offered,  vii.,  that  the  Synod  hold  its  first 
ministry  among  the  people  lo  whom  he  is  meeting  annually  at  one  o'clock  instead 
going.  Mr.  Ewing  was  heard,  who  de-  of  six ;  but  to  disapprove  of  the  secoad 
tailed  the  elrcumstances  of  the  mission,  suggestion,  that  the  Synod  Bhonld  eon- 
and  the  steps  that  he  had  taken  to  secure  vene  annnally  on  a  Thureday  initesd  of  a 
a  suitable  agent.  The  presbytery  ap'  Monday.  Agreed  also  to  the  propossll 
pointed  a  committee  to  meet  with  Mr.  in  the  other  remits  with  respect  to 
M'Clinloi^k,  who  was  present,  to  examine  'Admission  of  ministers  or  probationeit 
his  teatimonials,  tui  to  ioquire  regarding  &om  other  chnrches,'  and  '  Scheme  Bn«nt 
the  edocatiou  that  he  has  received,  and  his  superintendence  of  young  persons  chang- 
viewE  of  divine  truth.  The  committee  ing  their  places  of  residence.'  Held  a 
reported  moat  favourably.  Mr.  M'Clin-  conversation  regarding  the  necessity  of 
tock  then  preached  a  sermon  setting  forth  more  liberal  contribution!  to  the  Stipend 
hia  views  of  the  leading  doctrines  of  Aogmentation  Scheme,  and  appointed 
divine  truth.  The  presbytery  then  agreed  Messrs,  Rohson  and  Stevenson  to  draw 
as  follows :  The  committee  having  re-  out  a  short  statement  to  be  seat  doim  to 
ported  that  they  were  highly  satisfied  with  sessions,  urging  upon  them  the  claims  of 
the  testimonials  presented  with  reference  this  scheme,  and  pointing  in  the  direc- 
to  Mr.  M'Cliatock's  Cbriatian  character,  lion  of  a  quarterly  collection. 
that  they  had  found  that  he  was  possessed  Paitley  and  Qrujiocb-^-Tbii  preabyteiy 
of  an  education  Siting  him  for  the  work  of  met  at  Damharton  on  10th  Februarv. 
the  Christian  ministry,  and  that  he  was  Appointed  the  induction  of  Hev.  Jolia 
ready  to  express  his  adherence  to  the  Young,  Alloa,  in  Trinity  Church,  Green- 
formula  in  the  usual  way ;  and  the  pres-  ock,  on  4lh  Marcli.  Sostained  A  call  ID 
bytery  having  itself  heard  Mr.  M'Clintock  Mr,  Bobert  Henderson  from  luDeUan. 
preach  with  great  satisfaction,  it  wai  Mr.  "Walter  Duncan  was  ordained  lo 
nnanimously  agreed  that  steps  be  im-  Bridgend,' Dumbarton ;  Mr.  Drammond, 
mediately  token  for  lita  ordination  as  a  Alexandria,  preached,  Mr.  Alison,  Kil- 
mtssionary  minister.  The  case  to  be  re-  batchan,  ordained,  and  Mr.  Jamee  Brom, 
ported  to  the  Synod.  His  ordination  was  Paiiley,  addressed  the  couKregalion,— 3(1 
appointed  to  take  place  in  Trinity  Church,  March,  met  at  Greenock.  Mr.  Eirbvood 
Clapham  Road,  on  Tuesday,  24Lh  March,  gave  a  sermon,  which  was  lustained.  Ur. 
at  7.30  P.U.  Bev.  William  Boyd  to  Daniel  M'Lean  gave  his  trials,  and  wss 
preach,  Dr.  Mocfarlaae  to  preside,  and  licensed.  Granted  moderation  to  Geo^ 
Dr.  Edmond  to  addrees  the  minister.  Square,  Greenock,  on  IGthj  memberships 
Hflroee.  —  Thia  presbyterv  met  on  947.  Stipend  to  senior  'minister  £280, 
Tuesday,  the  lOIh  March— Mr.  Rohson,  and  junior  £S40.  On  remit  of  Synod  on 
moderator  pro  lem.  Kead  extract  minute  Representative  Assembly,  agreed  to  report 
from  the  Edinburgh  Presbytery,  to  the  that  in  present  circumstances  the  propoeed 
effect  that  Mr.  Wilson  of  the  Canongale  change  is  not  expedient.  Mr.  Hunter 
Church,  Edinburgh,  had  accepted  the  call  moved  the  adoption  of  an  overture  aiiow- 
from  the  congregation  at  Slow.  Appointed  ing  coast  churches  to  give  certain  rightl 
his  induction  there  to  take  place  on  Ihe  and  privileges  to  residents  (not  memben 
first  Tuesday  of  April,  at  12  o'clock;  Mr,  of  these  churches),  who  are  their  chief 
DavidsoD  to  preach,  and  Mr,  Blair  to  supporters.  The  overture  was  not  adopted. 
indact  and  give  the  nsaal  address.  Mr.  Mr.  Gemmil  gave  the  remainder  of  bis 
John  Brown,  student,  delivered  a  homily,  trials  for  ordination,  which  wm  appeinled 
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to  take  place  in  Ji^DMone  Eut,  oa  the  1 7  th 
Mvch. — 4th  M&reh.    Mr.  Uendenon,  who 

hu  ucepled  (he  call  lo  Xnnellan,  gare  part 
of  hia  irialt  foi  ordination.  Her.  John 
YoaDg  was  inducted  to  Trinicj  CnngrS' 
gition,  Greenock.  Ur.  Campbell,  Qreenock, 
preached  ;  Mt.  Lauder,  Pan-Glaaga«,  eon- 
dacied  the  iadnctioii  cervicM;  a,Hd  Mr 
Fleming  Faialej,  addrexed  the  eoagre- 


BueJchaven. — Ur.  J.  Tritin,  probationer, 
Glugow,  called  on  ibe  aial  February. 

Camphiil,  Olaeffoa. — The  Her,  Joieph 
Corbelt,  Manchester,  called  on  the  S3d 
Febraaij. 

Lmth-Lutiuden. — Mr.  G.  M.  Hair,  pri>- 
balioner,  Olasgoir,  called. 

Qrtenoet,  Qeorgt  Square. — Mr.  R.  B. 
Thanuon,  probationer,  Thornhill,  called 
March  16. 

AU/ta,  ToiBahead. — Mr.  J.  Train,  pro- 
bationer, Oloigow,  called  on  Mareb  17ih, 
to  be  colleagae  and  encceaaor  to  Boy. 
Feter  M'Doirall. 


jearvTM  fonnd  to  amoant  to  £416.  But 
the  ehief  came  for  rejoicing  at  the  meet- 
ing was,  that  while  the  uaual  fondi  of  ihe 
church  hare  been  m&iataiaed  in  a  hiRhly 
creditable  manner,  some  apecial  efforli 
recsnclj  made  by  iba  congregation  hare 
been  crowned  with  great  auccess.  In  (he 
latter  part  ofFebraarv  a  baxaar  was  held  in 
thBWol>6rhaiiiplonEKchftnBe,forihepur-- 
poM  of'  raising  monej  tonards  the  building 
of  a  manse,  and  paying  off  part  of  a  heavy 
debt  on  the  church,  ll  was  reported  at 
the  meecing,  that,  after  the  payment  of  all 
axpenses  in  connection  with  the  bazaar, 
there  remained  a  dear  profit  of  about 
£100,  with  some  goods  still  left  for  sale. 
Independently  of  the  bazaar,  the  congre- 
gation, by  their  own  eSbrti  and  through 
the  help  of  frieniU,  especially  througb  the 


ebr  t1 


ir  let 


Mr.  J.  G.  Forbes,  on  the  35th  Febniar;, 
I*  coUeagoe  to  Bar.  Dr.  Daridion, 
Queen  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Mid-Calder.—Oa  the  17th  Mar.,  Mr.  W. 
Duncan,  m  coUeagne  to  Rey,  A.  Dnncaa. 

JthtuUmc—Ur.  Hagh  Gemmil,  A.M., 
B.D.,  to  the  East  Churcb,  on  March  IT. 


RcT.  Robert  Gardner,  hare  already  raised 
a  coDiiderable  amoant  towards  the  objects 
they  wish  to  attain.  These  suras,  together 
with  a  grant  promised  from  the  Manse 
Building  Fund,  will  enable  the  congrega- 
tion not  only  to  build  their  manse  free  of 
debt,  but  also  to  reduce  very  considerablj 
the  bordso  on  tbe  charch.  They  are  thus 
in  a  better  financial  position  than  they 
hare  hitherto  occupied  ;  and  for  this,  and 
many  other  blessings  the;  have  receired, 
they  feel  and  acknowledge  the  deepest 
gratitude  to  the  great  and  merciful  Head 
of  the  Church,  who  has  done  all  things 
well  for  them. 


Mr.  J.  Procter  was  ordained  by  the 
Edinburgh  Presbylerj  on  March  2,  as  a 
migsionary  in  conueciion  with  the  Free 
Cliiireh  Mission  to  Penang,  Chioa. 


The  BeT.  Robert  Black,  A.M.,  Ute  <rf 
Bamilton,  to  Princes  Road  Church,  Lirec- 
poal,  SGth  February. 

The  Rev.  J.  Tonng,  late  of  Alloa,  in- 
dueted,  as  sacceasor  to  Rev.  Dr.  Macfar- 
lane,  to  Trinity  Chuicb,  Oreenock,  4th 
March. 


Died  at  Glenlnce,  Wigtownshire,  on  the 
i3d  Jauoaiy,  the  Kev.  Jataea  Pullar,  in 
tbe  71th  year  of  his  age,  and  Slat  of  his 
muiistiy. 


VOLTSBBAHFTOB  V 


Tma  congregation  held  its  annnal  meet- 
ing on  Wednesday,  March  4.  The  chair 
was  Dccnpied  by  (he  pastor,  tbe  BeT.  John 
W.  Dunbar,  M.A.  The  varions  reports 
for  the  past  year  were  given  in,  and  were 
of  a  lerj  saiisfactorj  character.  The 
ordinary  congregational  income  for  the 


TBKIAN  CHDBOH,  UBLD  IN  TKB  rSBTRr 
O7ALBI0H  CHAPEL,  DEOEHBUB  9,  1873. 

Tsit  this  presbytery,  while  ezpreasing 
an  earnest  desire  for  an  early  union  with 
their  English  Presbyterian  brethren, 
thinks  that  the  qaestioa  of  the  beat 
method  by  which  this  union  may  be 
accomplished  requires  fariher  and  care- 
ful censi deration,  and  submits  that  a 
General  Assembly  of  the  two  Cburches, 
with  FroTlncial  Synods  poEsessing  large 
powers  of  separate  and  independent  jotis- 
diction,  i>  preferable  to  the  smaller  union 
between  the  English  Presbyterians  and  the 
congregations  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Cbnrch  in  England,  with  a  system  of 
federal  relations  with  that  part  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  which  is  in 
Scotland,  for  the  following  reasons : — 

1.  BeeansB  a  larger  union,  formed  of 
both  Cb  arches,  better  preserves  and 
marks  the  historic  identity  and  continuity 
of  the  united  Churches,  as  in  the  case 
of  forater  anions  which  onr  Church  has 
already  formed. 


'^\xvj[e 
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3.  The  larger  onioD  wonld  retain  two 
principle!  vhicb  hare  characterised  out 
Charch  from  tbe  befriin'ng:  (")  To  extend 
oar  efforM  for  the  diCfasirm  of  gospel 
truth  freelj  beyond  tbe  boBiidariF*  of 
Scoiland,  aad  etpeciallj  io  EnglBniJ,  u 
opportunity  offered ;  (b)  Tbe  Toolin);  of 
perrect  equality  on  wbich  congregationi 
with  their  miniateni  have  been  placed 
with  reipeet  to  tbe  sehemea  and  arrange- 
ments of  oar  Church. 

3.  Federal  relatioDS,  to  be  safe  aad 
lasting,  requirs  aome  central  authority, 
or  General  Council,  which  ii  in  principle 
a  sort  of  General  Aatemhly  under  another 
Dsme.  But  the  former,  in  the  nature  of 
the  case,  ia  an  experiment,  with  powers 
hard  to  defitip,  and  still  harder  to  apply  in 
practice,  while  it  breaki  up  the  organlza- 
lion  of  our  own  Chncch,  which  baa  mach 
to  recomniend  it  from  the  uaull)  of  past 
experience,  and  deserves  om  best  eodea- 
Tours  to  extend  it  aa  far  aa  posaible. 

4.  TheBixnortheracoantieiorEngland, 
containing  s  population  of  6,614,000,  form 
a  Taat  Seld  of  Chriatian  labour.  They 
lie  as  near,  or  for  the  moat  part  nearer, 
to  the  great  centres  of  Presbyterian  life 
and  actitity  in  Edinbargh  and  Glasgow 
than  to  London,  and  ought  to  have  as 
conElBDt  and  intimate  relations  with  the 
one  as  with  the  other,  closely  allied  as 
they  are,  in  race,  manners,  and  language, 
to  tbe  Lowlands  of  Scotland. 

5.  The  larger  union  of  our  whole 
Church  with  the  English  Presbyteriana 
would  bring  it  into  closer  interconrae  with 
the  esteemed  brethren  of  the  Free  Church 
and  of  the  Irish  Presbyterian  Church, — the 
more  especially  as  the  ptevioua  connec- 
tion of  tbe  English  Presbjteria;ia  with 
these  Churches  may  be  carefully  preferred 
under  the  system  of  Mutual  Eligibility, 
which  haa  been  happily  adopted;  and  the 
ties,  it  is  hoped,  may  he  drawn  still  closer. 

e.  The  larger  union  wonld  remove 
difBcnliies  connected  with  the  schemes 
and  trusts  of  the  two  Churches — would 
obviate  tbe  necessity  of  raising  questions 
respepting  the  competence  of  the  Uoiicd 
Presbyterian  Syni>d  to  vote  away  to 
another  body  a  portion  of  its  own  congre- 
gaiiona,  with  the  property  belonging  to 
them,  without  the  coosent  of  the  parties 
interested. 

Speech  on  the  mlrodacti/m  of  (ht 
Ov&'tare.. 
MoDBDiTOB  iND  Bbxthbbh,— I  shoald 
be  sorry  if  you  thought  me  guilty  of  pre- 
sumption in  bringing  forward  the  subject 
of  a  larger  union  at  tbe  present  time  ;  bat 
aa  the  highest  interests  of  our  Church 
and  of  our  Christian  work  in  England 
are  concerned,  I  hope  jou  will  excuse  my 


■nzietj  to  bring  onr  present  position,  in 
aa  few  word*  ai  possible,  under  your  con- 
sideration. The  remit  of  the  Synod  to 
this  presbytery  was  confined  exclnaivelj 
to  the  point,  whether  we  approved  of  th«, 
negotiations   for  a   onion   between   tliil 

Eirtion  of  our  Charch  which  is  in 
□gland  and  the  English  Presbyteriin 
brethren,  on  tbe  basis  of  federal  relatioDi 
between  the  Cnited  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Scotland  and  the  separate  and  indepen- 
dent Church  in  England.  Now,  the  quel- 
tton  is,  Is  it  either  this  lesser  anion  between 
the  Churches  in  England,  or  nothing!  or  is 
there  not  another  alternative — namely,  s 
larger  union  between  the  whole  of  onr 
Ch«rch  and  the  English  Presbyterisni, 
on  terms  which  may  satisly  all  panics,  in 
preference  to  the  lesser  nnion,  on  wbicli 
we  have  been  already  called  to  give  onr 
opinion?  It  is  because  this  other  allemi- 
live  has  never  been  mentioned,  in  Uie 
course  of  onr  discussions  that  I  ha<e,in 
sheer  desperation,  Tentnred  to  call  yoni 
attention  to  its  merits.  About  thirteen 
years  ago,  tbe  late  Dr.  Hamilton  cloied  i 
conversation  on  tbe  sabject  with'words  1 
shall  not  easily  forget:  '1  am  focinmon; 
whether  in  yonr  way  or  in  ours,  1  care 
not.  I  am  far  union.'  1  then  said  ID  my- 
self. Well,  if  there  is  such  a  spirit  of  con- 
cession on  your  side,  if  it  be  passible, 
without  injury  to  our  Chnrch,  it  shall  net 
be  in  my  way,  but  joutb.  I  have  vatcbed 
with  the  deepest  anxiety  the  turn  nbieh 
discussions  and  negotiations  hare  lild.i 
taken.  I  have  not  been  satiifled  wiili 
the  remark*  of  our  Scottish  depuution  at 
Liverpool,  and  have  been  still  more  dis- 
satisfied with  those  we  heard  at  Sunder- 
land  ;  and  since  we  had  the  subject  befoie 
□s  here  in  July,  I  have  bad  the  oppei- 
tnnily  of  being  at  the  meeting  of  Ihret 
different  preabyteriea  in  Scotland,  in  iwo 
of  which  the  matter  was  fully  disen^Hd; 
and  I  can  assure  you  nothing  but  ifae 
dread  of.  irreparable  mischief  being  dona, 
before  onr  Church  hat  really  thonglit  of 
the  consequences  of  the  coarse  wlucb  lial 
been  adopted,  wontd  have  induced  me  to 
bring  forward  the  overture  which  I  taat 
laid  on  yonr  table.  In'  thinking  of  ihe 
effects  of  the  smaller  nnion  on  ourClinnli, 
I  have  been  reminded  of  the  often  qnoted 
remark,  thnt  the  British  Constilutioc  is  * 
growth,  and  that  it  has  this  in  common 
with  every  kind  of  baman  society  nbicb 
posaeesea  a  vigorons  vitality.  I  have  been 
reading  a  good  deal  about  tbe  points  of 
resemblance  between,  the  growth  of  an 
organtaed  society  and  the  growth  of  in 
individaal  in  the  vegetable  or  aninul 
kingdom ;  and  mv  attentioa  ^tt  Ixtn 
drawn  to  the  ^ct,'  that  the  longer  tbe 
growth,  and  the  .mors  the  serer^  parti 
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hirt  become  knitted  logether,  tlie  more 
injurious  does  an;  larRe  fractnre  becomt, 
CBpccially  if  it  be  in  that  pmrt  vhere  tfaer« 
ii  room  for  greateat  aspMnioD.  Tliia 
reaembl&nce  is  reoogmicd  in  Holj  Writ: 
'Tbou  limit  brought  a  vine  ont  of  Egypt.' 
It  recars  repeatedlj  ia  tbe  Frapbet« ;  qnd, 
on  the  moat  golemn  of  all  occMioni,  tbe 
image  is  emplojed  by  the  great  Redeemsr 
IlimMlf.  And  DOW  we  have  a  proposal  to 
break  in  pieces  an  organiiation  whicb  hat 
been  in  the  coarae  of  gradnal  formation 
for  tbe  last  bundred  and  fortj  years,  and 
then  lo  join  the  broken  piecea  together 
sgun  bj  a  cxment  which  has  never  before 
been  tried,  bat  which  is  to  posseai,  at  tbe 
■sme  time,  the  oppo«it«  properties  of 
cohesion  and  separation. 

The  situation  of  oor  Chnreh  in  Gtigland 
hai  alwaji  possessed  pecoliar  adiantagea, 
compared  with  the  relations  of  tbe  Estab- 
Jiihed  and  the  Eree  Charcbes  with  their 
bretbren  on  this  side  of  the  Border.  I 
remember  nhen  tbe  Ber,  Edward  Irring 
and  bis  Bession  applied  to  be  admitted  as 
members  to  sit  in  the  Church  Courts  of 
Scotland ;  but  tbe  reply  was,  that  lbs 
Supreme  Conn  was  bound  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  was  utterly  helpless,  and 
Ibat  to  admit  ifae  applicants  woald  render 
all  their  proceedings  illegal.  The  Tree 
Cbnrcb,  by  claiming  to  be  tbe  Iroe  Church 
of  Scothind,  found  it  inconeisteut  with  that 
claim  to  allow  the  Eagliah  Freahyteriana 
to  lit  and  vote  in  their  Chnicb  Courts. 
We,  on  the  contrary,  enjoy  all  the  same 
adiantages  of  mn^aal  coansel  and  cO' 
operation,  both  in  oar  home  and  foreign 
nisaioDS,  from  whatever  part  of  the  king- 
dom we  eome.  I  woa  thinking  this  morn- 
iug,  that,  in  tbe  great  tree  of  Christianity 
planted  in  our  land,  our  Church  resembles 
Joseph's  bough.  It  is  said  by  Jacob  that 
it  is  a  fruitfal  bough  by  a.  well  (by  the 
well,  I  trust,  of  the  waters  of  life),  whose 
brauchea  run  over  the  wall ;  and  when  1 
•ea  ibe  ladder  lying  on  the  grass,  and 
the  pruning-knife  bewde  it,  and  parties 
telluig  OS  that  they  are  only  waiting  for 
Ae  signal  to  raise  the  ladder  and  lop  off 
the  braaches  whicb  are  ore/  the  wall,  I 
feel  alanned  at  tbe  proposal.  I  say 
tlut  the  God  of  Joa«ph  means  the  Ood  of 
iocreasa  and  addition.  It. is  the  god  of 
this  world  that  is  Apollyon — the  destroyer 
— the  god  of  decrease  and  muLilation. 

In  mi,  when  the  union  with  the  Belief 
Synod  was  formed,  I  was  in  the  commit- 
tee when  the  qoesllon  was  ptt,  'Shall 
the  name  of  the  United  Church  be  tbe 
United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Scotland? ' 
and  when  the  remark  was  made  that 
ibis  would  exclude  the  congregations  in 
Euglaiid,  it  was  immediately  agreed,  and  it 
was  ^lerwardd  unanimously  and  intention- 


ally aeeepled  by  the  Synod,  that  it  ihonld 
bear  the  simple  name  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Cbnrcb,  thus  embracing  both  enda 
of  tbe  kingdom.  '  That,'  said  Dr.  Beattie, 
nodding  to  me  across  the  table,  'will  take 
you  in  loo;'  and  now,  when  aaimilar  mea- 
sure shall  have  been  dealt  out  to  the  small 
Freebyiery  in  Ireland  which  is  proposed 
10  he  dealt  out  to  ns,  you  will  cut  off  two- 
thirds  of  the  are*  over  whicb  your  agencies 
have  been  planted,  and,  from  twenty 
millions,  among  whom  your  branches 
have  e;iteuded,  yon  confine  tbe  labours  of 
your  Church  to  iesa  than  three  millions 
and  a  half.  Yon  coop  it  up  in  a  small 
comer ;  yon  reduce  it  to  a  provincial 
inatitation ;  and  while  every  great  firm 
has  a  branch  and  partners  in  tbe  great 
metropolis,  you  reduce  it  from  a  paitner 
to  be  a  mere  eorreapondent  t  fnu  alter  its 
whole  state,  spirit,  and  character;  and 
while  you  add  to  its  title,  from  being 
the  United  Preahjterian  Church,  em- 
bracing the  whole  kingdom,  you  make  it 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  or  of 
Scotland, 

Secondly.  Then  took,  in  the  second  place, 
on  the  loasea  inflicted  on  all  parties  br  tha 
lesser  union.  It  is  of  great  value  to  bring 
all  that  is  good  in  the  English  Presbyterian 
Church  iuto  the  closest  possible  contact, 
not  with  a  pan  only,  but  with  the  whole  of 
onr  denomination ;  and  it  is  surely  an  ad- 
vantage to  bring  what  ia  good,  not  only  in 
a  part,  but  in  the  whole  of  our  Church,  to 
bear  upon  Presbyterians  in  England, 

In  a  conversation  I  had  twenty-flve  years 
ago,  in  the  rooms  of  the  Evangelical 
Alliance,  with  the  lata  Canon  Townsend 
of  Durham,  be  told  me  he  had  lately  had 
an  audience  of  tbe  Pope,  and  he  had  tried 
to  give  bim  a  faionrabla  impression  of 
OUT  Protestant  Churches.  The  Pope  re- 
plied, 'All  the  saving  power  of  the  Church 
lies  in  the  sacraments.  You  have  only 
two.'aud  they  are  nothing;  but  were  they 
anything,  we  have  seven  sacraments,  and 
as  much  as  seven  is  greater  Chan  two,  so 
much  is  our  Church  belter  than  your*.' 
He  Btuck  there,  and  would  hear  no  more. 
If  the  premises  had  been  sonnd,  the  argn- 
menE  from  noraben  ia  good  enongb ;  and  I 


good  enoDgb;  i 
much  aa  TOO  are  more  than  eui 
igregationa,  so  much  the  Urger  jinion 


is  better  than  tbe  smaller.  Tbe  efScient 
strength  is  increased  in  far  more  than  in 
the  arithmetical  ratio.  It  finds  agents,  it 
evokea  reaonrces,  it  grasps  opportunities 
which  smaller  nnmberS  cannot  do.  It  is 
not  merely  the  edge  of  tbe  axe  and  the 
strength  of  the  arm  which  wields  it,  bnt 
tbe  bulk  and  solidity  of  its  hack,  which 
enables  the  arm  to  make  the  most  power- 
ful impression  with  it. 

Thirdl}/.  Look  at  England  ■«  a  field  of 
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CbTUtisn   laboar.     Tork    ii  ai    near  to 
Ediaborgh  ■■  to  London ;  LiTerpool  and 

Glasgow  tbaa  to  London.  On  what  prin- 
ciple shall  we  assert  that  the  relaliooa  of 
the  six  northern  connties  shall  not  be  aa 
close  with  the  great  Heats  of  Presbjterj  in 
the  north  as  iriili  London?  Ii  it  said  that 
Scottish  Fresbjteriang  have  eoongh  to  do 
at  home  wilhont  looking  further  abroad? 
The  answer  is.  So  have  Landon  Presby- 
terians, and  mach  more  so.  All  the 
Chrisiian  agenciei  in  Ihig  vast  metropolis 
are  (naked  to  the  altermoat,  and  are  in- 
tuScient.  London,  it  has  been  remarked, 
beats  OS  all;  and  there  is  a  most  inriting 
field  in  the  sixconnliee  nearest  to  Scut- 
land,  which,  with  the  facililiea,  men,  and 
means  which  Scotland  possesses  far  above 
anjtbing  to  be  found  amsng  us,  it  is  most 
desirable  shoatd  be  diligently  cultivated. 
Is  it  said,  Toa  mast  rear  a  native  mini- 
strj  in  the  loaih  for  the  people,  if 
over  yon  are  to  reach  their  hearts  ? 
No  donbt  we  oaght  to  do  onr  utmost  in 
,  that  respect ;  bnt  it  will  be  a  long  time 
before  the  echoots  of  England  will  lura 
out  scholars  prepared  to  go  lo  the  UniTer- 
sity,  as  they  do  in  every  parish  throughout 
Scotland.  Such  schools  do  not  exist,  and 
there  is  reqaired  here  an  amonnl  of  ex- 
penditure upon  education  which  prevents 
the  possibility  of  supplying  oar  Churches 
with  (he  numbers  which  can  be  obtained 
in  the  north.  Is  it  said,  Fresbyleriaus  in 
England  will  not  be  governed  from  Scot- 
land? I  reply,  There  is  no  need.  It  may 
easily  be  settled  that  every  appeal  from  a 
sesaion  or  presbytery  sbaU  be  decided  in 
England  hy  the  representatives  of  the 
Churohes  in  the  sooth ;  and  the  same 
course  may  be  adopted  with  regard  to 
Scotland.  Then,  owing  to  the  vote  of 
the  Supreme  Courts  with  regard  to  the 
TODtaal  etigibjlitj'  of  the  ministers  and 
preachers  in  the  several  Churches,'  the 
relatioDi  of  tbe  English  Presbyterians  to 
the  Free  Church  cannot  be  in  the  least 
afiecled  by  their  coming  into  closer  re- 
lation with  ns.  They  sent  a  deputation 
to  our  Synod  io  plead  in  favour  of  a 
oalou  between  them  and  those  of  our 
Church  who  are  in  the  south,  and  thus 
present  a  united  front  in  the  midst  of  so 


many  opposing  parties ;  bnt  with  the 
larger  union  this  advantage  also,  nilh 
many  others,  would  be  secured.  It  may 
be  that  ia  this  rast  field  in  the  north  of 
England  the  two  other  sections  at 
Scottish  Presbyterians  may  some  day  in 
disposed  (o  join  us.  When  the  teinds, 
the  present  source  of  incessant  litigstion^ 
shall  have  been  exchanged  for  a  Suitecla- 
tion  Fund,  which  admits  of  mnch  gresler 
elasticity,  and  trammels  imposed  by  ibe 
Stale  shall  have  been  removed,  the  Chnreh 
oF  Scotland  may  follow  with  her  minittrs- 
tions  the  hundreds  who  eveFy  year  creti 
the  Border ;  and  those  in  the  Free  Chnnh 
who  have  sat  at  the  feet  of  Dr.  Chilmers, 
or  ,wha  have  imbibed  the  spirit  of  Dr. 
Guthrie,  may  let  their  saperabundaiit 
energies  ovei^ow  into  the  teeming  popu- 
lations on  lh«  hanks  of  the  Tyne  sod  llie 
Wear,  and  co-operation  in  such  a  Geld  may 
help  to  bring  about  the  reorganisation  cf 
Presbyterian  ism  throughout  the  connliy 
in  a  way  which  will  allow  free  scope  lo 
the  expansive  forces  which  it  possesies. 
We' have  surely  a  perfect  right  lo  send  a 
depnlation  to  our  friends  the  EngUlli 
Presbyterians,  and  to  lay  before  them 
the  strong  and  solid  reasons  we  hsre  for 
seeking  the  more  com prehe naive  nnion; 
and  we  pay  them  the  highest  complimenl 
when  we  frankly  lay  before  them  tb« 
views  which  have  been  entertained  from 
the  first  by  all  the  leading  men  of  out 
Church,  which  we  have  heard  so  ofiea 
expressed  by  Dr.  Cairns,  and,  I  may  add, 
by  yourself,  Moderator,  and  addreit 
their  reason  and  intelligence  with  lespecl 
to  the  real  grounds  on  which  we  set.  I 
would  illustrate  what  I  mean  hy  compsr 
ing  the  lesser  union  to  the  moon,  and  lbs 
larger  union  to  the  sun,  the  lord  of  dsj. 
When  seen  through  a  London  fog,  iseli 
OS  that  we  are  now  under,  the  snn  may 
seem  dimmer,  and  not  larger  than  tbe 
fall  moon  in  a  clear  sky,  bat  it  is  reallf 
much  bigger.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
lesser  liRht  which  is  not  in  the  greater; 
and  there  are  a  thousand  blessed  iaflo- 
ences  flowing  every  day  from  the  one,  of 
which  the  other  gives  nothing.  Some 
choose  the  inferior  and  the  worse  lumi- 
nary. For  my  part,  I  am  a  Fenian,  «ri 
prefer  the  sun. 
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The  Wokkb  or  AimBLiDS  ADaDsiuia. 

Vols.  9  and  10. 

EdlnbDTgli:  T.  A  T.  CUrk.    IBTt. 

Wb  note   with  pleasure  the  progress  of 

.!.-_ "  translations  from 

The  gem  of  the 
tise  on  '  CbristioD 


T.1 . 

9th  volume  u 


Doctrine,'  in  which  there  are  givan  adoir- 
ahte  rules  for  the  interpretation  of  Scrip- 
ture. Though  very  much  has  been  done 
in  this  department  since  Augustine's  time, 
yet  mnch  that  he  insists  on  is  still  wonby 
the  most  oarefol  consideration  of  sl^ 
dents.    There  is  a  breadih  of  view  in  kK 
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trealment  of  sabjecti  that  were  wont  to  Tsa  Cluiou  Almikao,  1874. 

be  gisatlj  narroaed  {   as   wben   he  anja  :  Zdlabnrgb!  OUphut  A  Co. 

'  Lei  etery  Bood  and  irne  ChriBlUn  ander-      .  ,__ ■  -i,.,  ,i,„.  u  u. . 

■  .,  -l''i_                   i_           ..       ,A  LlTTU  mannal  tbat  abouia  be  on  CTerr 
itand  that,  whereier  train  may  be  foand,      _;_;...  .   ,.  j    ,  ii.     t. .      i    u     .1. 

.  ,       ".         .  r     I.       J         rT  kind  of  iniarmation  tobe  found  m  cominon 

.1,1.  ..d   o™»ri  .,,,  rr.,h  ..d   .„  d,  .„„        i„  .„  ,1.,        ,.i„.  „  „„„„ 

™b,..d  w,lb  .i.  .«rf.n  oj  Cb„,  ,.n  ,„,„i.„  „,  i„  ,1,,       ;  „,  n,  i,,gdon- 

experience.    It  were  well  for  all  Chnatiin  .  „,    ,i,^  _.„■„;,.„       .!.„„„„„. 

■  ley  to  b,„,  ,ooh  ,1  .drie.  u  "  "''  «»••""  "  '"  '"■  departioebt. 


'And  wbea  the  boor  ii 
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oojbt,  before  be  opeo.         a   Slory' for  Girl..    J,  Sauh   M, 

f.„b,  „d  to  be  bi...if  bued  with  Jb..    ""^rii;"!!';.?.™?";. 


s  about    to    diairibnte.'     Tbe   lOih 
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Tolomo  eooaiita  of  inciates  or  brief  aer-  1"  *'"'''  "**'"  'olnine  we  hare  the  biatory 
moni  on  John'i  Gospel,  Tbeao  abonnd  oftheFeldheim  familj.andtheperaererirg 
with  thoaa  fancifol  interpretations  in  "ruggloa  of  ita  joang  menibera  when 
wlich  Aaguatine  delighted,  and  which  lo  thrown  npon  their  own  resonrcea  bj  the 
DQch  mar  tbe  work  for  general  uae.  luddeii  death  oC  their  father.  The  atorj 
What  ahall  we  aay  of  the  great  myatery  "  aimply  and  beantifnlly  told,  and  tbo 
which  Angnaline  aeea  i»  (ha  aiz  water-poia  lifa-like  aketchea  of  aociet;  in  the  HuaiJan- 
ai  tbe  marriage  of  Cana,  or  the  five  hn»-  German  province  of  CoorUod,  in  which 
binda  of  the  woman  of  SHtnaria,  or  the  t^^  scene  la  laid,  imparta  an  additional 
two  precept*  of  Ibe  Lord  to  tbe  impotent  inlereat  to  it.  The  book  ia  evidenlly 
man, ' Take  np  thy  bed,  and  walk?  '  Theaa  written  by  one  who  knows  well  what  ahe 
expoailiona  are  valaable  more  for  the  light  deacribea.  Its  moral  and  religious  tone  ia 
tbej  throw  on  Angnstine'a  relation  to  bis  excellent,  and  we  hope  it  will  be  as  papa- 
hearers,  and  to  the  aocielj  in  which  be  l>r  as  it  deaerres  to  be  with  tbe  class  for 
moved,   than   for  any  poaitive   addition  whose  use  it  ia  apeeiallj  iniended. 

they  make  either  to  the  interpretaiion  or  

application  of  Scripture.  Here  is  a  peep  I^t*  Dirmt,  all  toTB  eicbi.i,iho. 
into  the  frank  and  kindly  natnre  of  the  An  Addres*  by  liev.  Juui  Bosbbisom, 
great  preacher,  who   tbui  begins  a  dil-         Sewington. 

conrae:    '1  confess  to  yon,  holy  brethren,  Edlqborgh  ;  Janm  T«ilor.    187*. 

IwoB  afraid  the  cold  wonld  We  made  TBiaaddresaon 'thegreateatof  the  graces' 

yon  cold   in   asaembling   yonraelvea   to-  is  worthy  of  the  theme.    It  ia  healthfal 

gelher;  bat  since  yon  prove  by  this  your  alike  in  sentiment  and  in  expreaaion,  and 

etowded  assembly,  that  yoa  are  fervent  is  really  a  prose  poem  witG  a  nobly  practi- 

ia  spirit,  I  donbt  not  that  yoa  have  also  cal  aim.    We  wish  it  an  exCenaive  circula- 

prayed  for  me,  that  I  may  pay  yon  what  I  tion.     Woald  that  the  spirit  of  it  wholly 

owe.'  took  poaseasion  of  all  the  charchea  t 


gtcni^tg   gftroHptci. 


OUE  NEW  GOVBKHMEHT. 
Aftek  a  period  of  liberal  legislation,  fmitful  in  Tatuable  Teaults,  we  are  once  mora 
onder  Tory  role.  One  feels  as  if  the  sun  had  on  a  sudden  sofFered  a  partial  eclipse 
when  it  was  moving  oa  to  meridian  brightness.  Tbe  Conservatives,  bowever, 
protest  that  tbej  are  not  obBtruetiveB ;  they  are  the  true  friends  of  real  and  solid 
progreaa.  We  aome  time  since  saw  a  book  entitled  Progress  by  Retrogression :  we' 
ahaJl  have  an  opportunity,  only  for  a  short  time  we  tnut,  of  seeing  tluB  illustrated. 
The  Tories,  before  they  were  in  power,  were  great  in  promises :  we  now  wait  for 
tiieii  peifonnauce. 

THE  END  OF  THE  TICHBORFE  TRIAL, 
AiroHQ  the  many  causes  cSebrts,  the  Ticbbome  trial  will  take  a  foremost  place. 
It  has  many  £68103*68  of  quite  a  peculiar  and  remarkable  kind.  The  most  striking 
0!  the  many  atriking  things  about  it  is,  perhaps,  its  extraordinary  length.  It  has 
citended  over  nearly  three  years,  and  has  occupied  more  than  a  year  of  days.  It 
has  filled  myriads  of  newspaper  columns,  and  lutd  become  one  of  the  daily  topics 
of  interest  Then  there  is  tbe  character  of  tbe  Claimant,  of  his  witnesses,  and  of 
Hs  connseL     '  The  heart  ia  deceitful  above  all  tiungs,  and  desperittely  wicked;' 


^88  MOKTHLT  EBTltOSPECT. 


shown  such  pertinaceouB  effrontery  was  in  reaUt;  a  coward,  and  ebed  teanwben 
.  be  had  left  the  Courf^teu^  not  of  repeatance,  but  of  vexation.  His  brother 
,  CbEirks  has  written  a  letter  in  which  he  affirms  his  identity.  Whj  so  late?  But 
'  it  is  a  long  lane  that  baa  no  turning ; '  and  though  an  incUgnant  pablic  hegm  lo 
grow  impatient  of  'the  law's  delays,' better  that  juaticeshoald  proceed  with  snie 
and'atead;  and  snccessful  tread,  than  tbat  it  shoold  miac&rry  through  undue  haste. 
What  is  sought  by  auch  a  course  is  not  only  t^  pnnishment  of  the  indiTidntl 
offender,  but  the  prevention  of  o&ence ;  and  it  is  well  when,  even  iJiough  leogthily 
and  laboriously,  yet  unmistakeably,  it  can  declare,  '  Be  Buie  joai  uns  will  find  you 

THE  BENGAL  FAMINE. 

DeatA  by  starvation  is  anrely  one  of  the  most  terrible  kinda  of  death.  Tbia,  on  M 
alarming  acale,  is  being  feared  or  eoduied  by  the  natives  of  Bengal.  At  one  time 
it  seemed  as  if  the  famine  were  to  assume  manageable  dimensions,  but  it  hu 
grown  and  increased,  and  now  colls  aloud  for  help  to  an  appaUing  extent  Di. 
Hunter,  whose  intimate  and  extensive  aoquaintance  with  Indian  affairs  is  veil 
known,  says  it  is  no  more  possible  to  foretell  the  course  of  a  famine  than  Ihatof 
'  a  war.  He  calculated,  however,  that  the  number  of  persons  who  wonld  have  to  be 
fed  by  Government  would  be  660,000,  and  the  probable  cost  of  the  eipenditore, 
protracted  over  six  months,  £399,000- — the  famine-threatened  population  being 
estimated  at  24,000,000.  It  turns  out,  however,  that  it  is  47,000,000,  and  that  it 
may  cost  from  two  and  a  half  to  five  milliona  to  meet  their  needs.  Sir  Bartle 
Frere  delivered  a  lecture  on  the  subject  in  December  last,  and  has  now  published 
it.  He  aeems  to  have  foreseen  very  accurately  how  it  would  be — or,  ^all  we  say, 
that  it  has  happened  as  he  happened  to  predict.  Ee  is,  however,  an  authority  on 
a  matter  of  this  kind,  and  his  opinions  andauggcstiona  are  worthy  of  all  conaljen- 
tion.  He  thinks  the  fearful  famines  that  occasionally  devastate  this  pert  of  India 
are  to  be  laid,  to  a  largo  extent,  to  the  charge  of  the  local  Government,  and  that 
they  might  be  arrested  by  a  proper  system  of  irrigaticm.  This  indeed  might  be  ta 
effected  as  not  only  to  save  from  famine,  but  be  a  aonrce  of  much  prosperi^. 
Meanwhile  ho  calls  on  private  persons  to  supplement  the  actJon  of  our  GoTemment 
in  behalf  of  the  poor  sufferers.  This  is  a  caU  that  is  being  responded  to.  And  this 
calamity  may  thus  be  made  to  help  the  progress  of  the  gospel ;  for  if  we  show  tist 
we  appreciate  their  need  of  carnal  things,  they  wHl  be  more  ready  to  receive  ns 
when  we  go  to  them  with  spiritual  things,  and  our  assisting  them  with  the  is&i 
that  perisLeth  may  lead  them  to  value  that  bread  which  endureth  to  eternal  life. 

THE  LATE  PASTOB  OF  THE  WEIGH-HOUSE  CHAPEL. 
Death  haa  been  robbing  us  of  men  of  much  mark  and  great  service  in  all  our 
Chm^bes.  Lately  the  fV«e  Church  lost  Dis.  Gutjirie  and  Candliah ;  and  our  friendi 
the  Congregationalists  have  bad  the  strong  and  honest  Howard  Hinton  and  TW*s 
Binney  taken  from  them.  The  name  of  Thomas  Binney  ia  known  beyond  Ibe 
denomination  which  he  adorned.  In  the  pulpit,  on  the  platform,  and  through  the 
prees,  he  has  gained  a  distinguished  reputation. 

Mr.  Binney  was  bom  at  Hew  castle- on-Tyne  in  ,1798.  He  was  apprenticed  there 
to  a  bookseller,  and  served  the  full  term  of  sevenyears.  When  he  left  Newcaede, 
prepared  by  previous  private  study,  be  entwed  Wymondly  College,  Herts,  and  in 
1824  was  ordained  at  Newport,  lale  of  Wight.  In  1829  he  was  called  to  the 
pastorate  of  King's  Wdgh-House  Chapel,  l^ndon.  Here  he  soon  made  himaeu 
felt.  Hia  congregation  mcreaaed  rapidly,  and  ho  was  especially  a  favourite  with 
young  men  of  intelligence.  He  was  also  in  great  request  aa  a  preacher  on  vpeau^ 
occasions  throughout  his  denomination,  of  which  be  was  facetiously  called  IM 
archbishop.  On  the  Exeter  Hall  platform  he  was  a  frequent  and  tiTonrito 
lecturer, — his  lecture  on  Sir  Thomas  Fowell  Buxton  being  delivered  there,  and 
afterwards  pnbhshed  with  much  acceptance,  bad  a  wide  circulation.    Like  the 
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late  Dr.  Anderson,  he  set  himaeU  to  improve  the  psalmody  of  bU  congregation, 
Md  bf  the  BBme  methods  and  with  the  same  raeultB.  In  185i  be  visited  Ciui&dA 
and  the  United  States,  and,  bis  health  tailing  in  1857,  he  visited  Australia. 

In  1S4S  he  was  chosen  Chaiimaa  of  the  Congregational  Union.  In  Januaiv 
1871  he  retired  ftoin  the  pastorate  of  Weigh-House  Chapel,  after  having  held  it 
far  fortf-tivo  feais.  He  had  the  degree  of  D.D.'  conferred  on  him  br  an  American 
Uuiiersitf,  and  that  of  LL.D.  by  the  University  of  Aberdeen,  but  he  never  used 
either  of  them.  He  preached  only  a  few  months  ago  in  his  old  chapel,  in  connec-  ■ 
tion  with  the  inauguration  of  a  new  organ.  After  varioiu  intervals  of  alternate 
liope  and  fear,~-for  up  to  nearlythe  dose  it  was  expected  he  might  survive, — he 
died  on  Tuesday,  24th  February, 

Mr.  BinoOT  has  published  various  works  of  a  high  degree  of  loerit,  but  we  have 
rend  none  with  more  satisfaction  than  one  of  his  earliest,  The  Psaclical  Power  of 
Failh,  aseriea  of  expository  discourses  on  the  11th  chapter  of  Hebrews. 

Mr.  Biuoey  was  a  man  of  commaudior  preKnce  as  well  as  of  commanding 
iotellect.  We  had  the  privilege  of  heariug  him  speak  some  twenty  years  ago  ia  Dr. 
Alexander's  chapel,  then  in  Argyll  Square,  as  representative  of  the  Congregational 
'  Union.  Both  he  and. Dr.  Alexander  were  in  their  happiest  and  most  effective 
vein,  and  we  still  Measurably  recall  the  high  intellectual  treat  we  enjoyed,  even  at 
n  lime  nhen  Sir  William  Hamilton  and  Professor  Wilson  were  apt  wholly  to 
eogrosB  youthful  admiration. 

Mr.  Binney's  funeral  took  place  on  Monday,  2d  March,  and  was  attended  by  a 
vast  coneoutse  of  people.  Among  them  were  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  and  the  Dean 
of  Westminster.     In  connection  with  this  event,  the  Rev.  Paiton  Hood  says : — 

'  ^ce  the  death  of  Dr.  Watts,  Congregational  Nonconformity  has  experienced 
no  less  from  the  ranks  of  its  influential  leaders  Uke  that  deplored  last  Monday  by 
the  immense  crowds  of  its  repreeentative  men,  ii^  the  building  devoted  to  the 
reqniem  service  over  the  remains,  or  the  long  line  of  the  almost  unprecedented 
processiMi,  and  the  vast  concourse  thronging  round  the  obsequies  at  the  grave. 
A  stranger  or  foreigner  suddenly  alighting  on  that  scene  might  have  supposed  that 
Eome  mighty  wnatoc  was  being  borne  to  his  lest,  that  some  order  from  Government 
tnuat  have  dictated  the  magnificent  ovation  of  sorrow,  and  secured  the  solemn 
decency  and  order  which  pervaded  the  mighty  assembly,  rather  than  a  free  expres' 
Bion  of  feeling  from  the  admirers  and  lovers  of  the  minister  of  a  denomination  for 
&  long  time  utterly  despised,  disowned,  and  prohibited  by  the  law  of  the  land,  and 
eren  now  regarded  witi  disfavour  by  a  veiy  lai^e  party  in  the  nation.  Not  since 
deroat  men  carried  the  beloved  and  beautiful  Dr.  Waugh  t«i  his  burial  in  Bunhill 
Fields,  in  1827,  baa  such  a  procession  followed  a  dissenting  minister  to  his  grave. 
In  msny  particulATS  the  funeral  of  Monday  last  resembled  that,  as  in  many  parti- 
calars  the  two  men  resembled  each  other;  in  nothing  more  than  in  that  dear 
eeuliment  of  personal  affection  they  were  able  to  awaken  and  sustain,  utterly 
obliteratmg  the  memory  of  all  faults  and  differences  in  a  hearty  human  love.  To 
tiis  I  greatly  attribute  the  demonstration  on  Monday  last^  and  to  this  cause  I 
ittiibnte  it  that  I  may  write — as  was  written  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Waugh — "  Seldom 
bjs  s  death  created  so  general  and  strong  a  sensation.  He  was  known  extensively, 
and  wherever  he  was  known  he  was  loved.  The  religious  of  all  parties  mourned 
for  him  as  if  they  had  lost  a  father."  There  was  about  Thomas  Binney  the  charm 
of  an  affluent  and  indescribable  power ;  the  power  lingered  although  the  life  had 
departed.  This  was  pre-eminently  the  cause  of  the  great  scene  on  Monday.  Love 
was  the  mightiest  moumer  in  Abney  Park  Cemetery,  and  "  bve  is  a  present  tor  a 
mighty  king,"' 

PROFESSOR  HUXLEY  AT  ABERDEEN. 
It  was  a  grief  to  many  when  Frofeasor  Huxley  was  elevated  to  the  Rectorship  of 
Aberdeen  University.  This  grief  waa  not  felt  on  personal  grounds.  With  Mr. 
Hndey  as  a  man,  no  one  waged  war.  He  was  acknowledged  to  possess  high 
SiCieul^c  ability,  and  in'  many  respects  valuable  accomplishments ;  but  then  his 
nane  was  identified  with  certain  opinions  as  to  mattera  of  supreme  importance, 
wbich  it  was  felt  angured  ill  for  our  country  it  they  should  be  widely  embraced, 
^nd  it  was  not  easy  to  sepaiat«  the  man  from  his  convictions ;  and  in  honouring 
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the  one,  it  seemed  as  if  the  others  also  were  exalted.  In  his  speech  aa  Loti  It«ctor, 
Professor  Huxley  informs  us  be  vished  to  be  pleasant,  and  certaiiily  he  hss  aToided 
^nanj  points  that  in  some  of  Ma  previous  utterances  were  disagreeable  ;  and  at  its 
close  one  feels  that  it  is  a  sad  pity  there  ahoold  be  war  between  men  who  might  and 
ought  to  be  agreed.  Those  who  are  ranged  on  the  idde  of  a  spritual  philoeophj  on 
the  one  hand,  and  those  who  are  deTot«d  to  scientific  research  on  the  other,  are  apt 
to  say  hard  and  nnjuat  things  of  each  other.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  howerer,  tiiatdeejsr 
research  and  widening  knowledge,  alike  of  the  nature  and  properties  of  mind  ud 
matter,  and  their  powerful  inflaence  on  each  other,  will  <b«w  thetn  more  cIobcI; 
together.  The  fact  is  very^patent,  that  bodily  derangement  leads  even  a,  good  nao 
to  play  strange  fantoBtic  tricks,  and  impels  him  to  do  things  that  we  do  not  Uj  K 
his  own  proper  charge ;  but  this  other  fact  is  also  equally  patent,  that  miad  can 
triumph  over  matter,  and  Bhow  its  might  and  mastery  even  amid  the  mroads  ol 
severest  physical  disease.  Why,  then,  should  there  be  strife  between  oppcmg 
schools,  or  w^  opposing  schools  at  all  ? 

Professor  Huxley's  address  maybe  divided  into  three  parts.  In  thefirGtoe 
have  a  learned  and  interesting  account  of  the  rise  and  progreas  of  nniversities;  m 
the  second  we  have  his  idea  of  the  function  of  a  university  ;  and  in  the  third  the 
qualifications  of  the  medical  man  are  enlarged  on.  He  asserts  that  uniremtiee 
have  fallen  from  tbeir  original  idea — especially  the  English — and  contraaM  the  poor 
hard-working  Scotch  student  with  the  dilettante  youths  of  '  laifl  and  of  Cam,'  verj  . 
ranch,  and  justly,  to  the  advantage  of  the  former.  The  picture  is  well  drawn,  and 
tAUched  wiUi  humour.  Many  will  differ  from  him,  beeides  the  followeis  of  Kanl, 
as  to  his  opinion  about  medical  study.  They  will  think  it  is  too  narrow.  Bit 
surely  it  deserves  to  be  noticed  that  he  u^^es  that  the  doctor's  skill  and  knowledge 
b%  r^  and  thorongh,  and  that  he  see  to  it  that  he  can  do  in  reference  to  bis  im* 
portant  work  what  he  professes.  And  there  is  great  force  in  his  observatioDa 
about  the  limits  alike  of  our  mental  powers  and  the  period  tor  study.  Tmly  'Art 
is  long  and  life  is  brief,'  and  the  student  in  all  departments  is  crushed  with  a  sense 
of  the  utter  impossibility  of  overtaking  the  much  that  lies  before  him ;  aod  if  tbe 
contention  is  as  between  leal  3)rofes8ional  skill  and  wider  culture,  and  if  the  one 
can  be  secured  only  at  the  expense  of  the  other,  then  by  all  means  let  ik  have  tie 
former.  Better  that  a  man  should  perform  successfully  a  surgical  operation, 
and  be  ignorant  of  classic  lore,  than  that  he  should  bungle  his  work,  and 
quote  accurately  from  Virgil  and  Homer.  But  it  may  very  iuatly  be  contended 
that  the  wider  culture,  by  making  the  better  man  in  the  general,  will  also  make  the 
better  worker  in  his  special  calling.  But  things  medically  and  otherwise  are  noielT 
not  in  a  very  satisfactory  state  if  what  Professor  Huxley  so  smartly  saja  aboni 
examinations  obtains  to  any  considerable  extent  '  Their  object  ts,'  he  says, '  to 
pass,  and  not  to  know ;  and  they  attain  it — -they  pass,  and  do  not  know.' 

In  reviewing  the  subjeota  which  he  thinks  it  is  the  function  of  a  univeiwtyto 
teach,  little  fault  can  he  found  so  far  as  the  enumeration  goes.  Philosophy  and 
theology  are  mentioned,  but  merely  mentioned.  Still  there  is  so  much  of  kindl; 
feeling  and  sterling  worth  in  this  address,  that  one  is  reluctant  to  speak  of  it 
severely  in  any  respect.  But,  at  the  some  time,  we  sadly  miss  a  cordial  tesUraonj  to 
the  existence  of  parts  of  our  nature  that  are  higher  than  those  that  look  to  '  this 
visible  diurnal  sphere,'  and  a  frank  recognition  of  the  fact  that  man  is  not  shoIlT 
*  of  the  earth  earthy,'  but  is  ever  restlessly  seeking  after  '  the  hght  that  never  ns 
on  sea  or  shore' — the  vision  of  the  infinite  and  the  eternal. 

THE  RELIGIOUS  AWAKENING. 
ATonetimein  the  history  of  our  country,  when  the  beareraof 'the  fiery  cro«' passed 
from  hill  to  hill  and  valley  to  valley,  the  inhabitants  rose  as  one  man  and  hastened 
to  the  place  of  martial  meeting.  The  jonmeyingH  of  our  American  brethren  fnw 
city  to  city  in  their  spiritual  work  and  warfare  have  been  to  a  large  extent  pro- 
ductive of  similar  results.  The  awakening  which  their  visit  to  Newcastle  laiised 
was  experienced  in  Edinburgh,  and  in  the  various  places  to  which  they  have  gme 
bleeaedT  results  have  followed.  In  Berwick- on-T weed  there  has  been  a  marvelkws 
and  precious  work,  and  it  eeema  to  have  been  more  pervasive  of  the  whole  com- 
munity than  in  any  other  place.     But  in  that  town  the  movement  scans  to  have 


""'!rjril7u!r^  MOSTHLT  RBTRCfflrBCT.  191 

1>een  deep  and  strong  even  before  their  arriTAl.  It  was  a  verf  woDdroiu  sight  to  see 
aowda  more  eag«r  to  make  tbeir  calliog  and  election  sure,  than  aecure  the  return 
of  a  faroun'te  parliameDtary  candidate ;  to  find  the  religious  addreaa  more  attrage- 
tire  than  the  political  harangue ;  aud  for  from  1000  to  loOO  persona,  for  twenty 
succesaive  nights,  to  throng  the  largest  public  building.  Id  Dundee,  at  first  the 
uiovemeDt  aeeme  not  to  have  been  ao  strongly  felt,  but  stitl  upwards  of  400  pro- 
fessed to  have  found  Christ,  and  it  is  not  losing  its  hold  on  that  place.  The 
Ber,  Hr.  Hacphersou  nja,  '  The  work  is  going  on  here,  and  in  my  opinion  is  reallf 
on  the  increase.  There  are  many  inquirera,  and  the  cases  are  of  a  deeper  and  more 
iatertatiiig  character  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  work.  Last  week  we  had 
npvards  of  a  hundred  inquireia  in  our  church.  We  are  occupied  night  and  day, 
aod  can  scarcely  get  teisure  either  to  sleep  or  eat.' 

In  Glasgow  the  work  haa  gone  on  with  moat  gratifying  succesa.  Able  and  dia- 
linguiehed  divinee  like  Drs.  Buchanan  and  Badie  have  ^eu  part  in  the  services, 
and  many  of  the  ministers  of  all  denominations  have  thrown  themselves  heartUy 
inlo  the  work.  The  mid-day  prayer  meeting  in  WeUington  Street  Church  has 
been  always  crowded,  while  one  Sabbath  evening  such  crowds  overflowed  from 
tbe  City  Hall  as  to  fill  many  of  the  neighbouring  churches.  It  was  estimated  that 
in  aod  around  that  largo  building  the  goepel  was  preached  to  10,000  persona.  The 
Rev.  Dr.  David  M'Ewan,  speaking  of  it,  aaya,  '  I  have  to  repin-t  in  regard  to  the 
meetingg  held  in  my  own  church,  on  the  evenings  during  tbe  past  week,  and  yet 
nhat  can  I  aay  concerning  them  but  what  has  been  said  again  and  again  ?  I  csji 
only  report  crowded  gatherings,  profound  religious  impression,  earnest  scriptural 
appeals,  many  auiioua  inqoirers,  and  most  assuring  pioofs  of  spiritual  profit  on  the 
part  of  large  uambers.' 

Que  of  tiie  moat  interesting,  but  at  the  same  time  sorely  tried  classes  in  our  great 
cities  is  oar  young  men.  To  boTtmany  has  tbe  dty  been  the  grave  of  their  ^tter 
self,  snd  all  their  hopes  for  time  and  eternity .'  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  be- 
tween seventy  and  eighty  thousand  young  men  in  Glasgow,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  know 
thatmaDyottheinaredecidingfor  the  Lord,  Ata  meeting inEwingChape),  addressed 
hy  Rev.  Dr.  Cairns  and  Rev..  J.  H.  Wilson,  101  came  forward  to  the  front  benches 
to  eipresa  their  resolve  to  decide  for  Christ  On  this  subject  tbe  Rev,  Dr.  Wallace 
BujB :  '  It  waa  also  most  delightful,  as  he  looked  along  his  own  congregation,  to 
tee  here  and  there  young  men  who  had  been  among  those  101  who  hod  come  far- 
wsrd  in  Ewing  Place  Chapel  that  Tuesday  evenii>g  and  publicly  confessed  Christ. 
H^  he  been  told  a  few  weeks  ago  what  was  to  take  place  in  the  city  during  the 
Wt  week  as  to  the  young  men,  he  feared  he  <!onld  scarcelj  have  believed  it  pos- 
sible. He  had  been  in  warebonaea  where  he  had  seen  young  men  tf^e  out  their 
pocket  Bible  from  their  pocket,  and  say,  ''Sir,  this  is  my.  book  for  the  time;"  and  with 
what  dehght  he  had  seen  passages  pencilled  and  leaves  folded  down  1  This  spirit 
viB  pervading  all  claases  of  tbe  community-  He  could  give  many  particular  in- 
Etauces,  but  there  were  some  who  had  felt  the  influence  who  trembled  under  deep 
amotion,  and,  graS[Hng  his  hand,  bad  said,  "  Let  us  keep  in  the  background  yet, 
till  we  see  if  it  be  real.'"  It  baa  been  resolved  to  set  apart  a  week  of  special  work 
ind  prayer  for  this  deeply  interesting  class. 

In  lAndon  also  there  has  been  a  fruitful  shower.  God  of  old  bad  pity  on 
h'ineveb — it  waa  so  vast,  and  comprehended  so  many  interests  of  the  most  tender 
^ad.  And  so  is  it  with  that  great  city,  Ix>ndan,  a  world  in  itself,  and  a  centre  of 
"arid-wide  influence.  A  truly  Christian  London  is  a  glorious  thonght.  In  con- 
nacUon  with  the  Church  of  England,  very  zealous  and  persevering  efforts  have  been 

n'forUi.  In  Mayfair,  meetings  were  b^^nn,  and,  according  to  no  partial  witness, 
its  WTarranged  their  dinner  hour  so  as  to  be  able  to  be  present,  and  opened 
tlieii  own  hall  doors  in  order  that  their  servanta  also  might  attend.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Cnmoiiiig  speaks  of  meetings  night  after  night  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  church, 
^h  BS  be  had  never  seen  since  he  came  to  London.  In  Marylebone  Presbyterian 
Charch  (Rev.  Dr.  fraaer's)  there  were  scores  of  anxioua  aoula  one  night  in  tbe 
^tsioa  week.  The  next  week  there  was  a  meeting  for  tbe  anxious,  when  a  hun- 
dred came,  and  they  were  conversed  with  till  eleven  o'clock.  AtEampstead  there 
'lU  been  a  precious  work  begun  under  the  preaching  of  the  Rev.  James  Robertson, 
l^cwiDgton.    Woolwich  also  ia  being  atirred.    At  a  Christian  conference  held  in 
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connection  with  th'iB  metropolitan  movement,  tlie  Rev.  Dr.  Thomson,  Bronghton 
Place,  said :  '  Mf  highly  esteemed  friend  Dr.  Dykes,  as  many  of  f on  are  awiire, 
has  ui  important' nus8!on  in  Someretowii,  »nd  I  wish  to  state  a  little  faclwitb 
regard  to  a  meeting  held  there  laat  night,  when  it  was  laj  torn  to  give  the  addren, 
whiiih  shows  that  diere  is  a  blessing  awaitiog  us  if  we  will  walk  m  and  take  pee- 
session  of  it.  I  found  a  little  band  singing  hjmns  in  the  street.  I  was  ddigbled 
with  that  sound  when  I  heard  the;  were  gathering  people  ta  the  meeting.  A  fev 
minutes  after  the  appoioted  time  the  mission  room  was  full.  A  simple  statement 
of  the  gospel  was  made.  My  teit,  '*  The  Lord  gave  teatimo^  to  the  word  of  His 
grace,"  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  giving  an  account  of  oar  Edinbui^  work.  At 
the  close  of  the  meeting  there  seemed  a  disposal  on  the  part  of  the  people  to 
remain.  When  at  Sist  they  retired,  ten  out  of  the  small  meeting  remained  foi  can- 
versation,  one  young  man  sobbing  bitterly,  and  I  believe  more  than  one  true  con- 
Teraion  took  place.  There  seems  such  a  preparation  all  over  London  as  to  oiconrage 
earnest  men  to  step  in  and  take  advantage  of  the  flowing  tide.  I  believe  tkt 
little  commencing  last  night  is  only  what  may  be  expected  in  any  of  the  lovest 
parts  of  London.  As  showing  that  this  movement  was  affecting  the  lower  stntnm 
of  society,  as  well  as  pervading  the  more  respectable  classes,  there  was  a  dsncicg 
saloon  to  be  found  in  a  part  of  our  city  of  Edinburgh  called  Stockbtidge.  Oee  a! 
the  men  who  was  the  very  soul  and  centre  of  that  plaee  went  to  the  Assemblj 
Hall.  He  wa«  arrested,  aud  to  all  appearance  converted.  The  next  night  he  wa 
at  the  dancing  saloon  door,  but  with  a  handle  of  tracts  in  his  hand,  which  he  gsre 
to  those  who  entered,  and  wrote  himself  a  tract,  urging  people  not  to  go  in,  but  to 
go  to  the  meeting  at  the  Assembly  Hali.  I  cannot  trace  the  whole  history  of  this 
dancing  saloon  since  that,  but  it  was  shut  up,  and  an  excellent  eraugeliatic  miniBter 
has  turned  it  into  a  place  for  a  nightly  prayer  meeting.'  At  this  conference  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Macpherson  of  Dundee  adverted  to  an  objection  to  this  revival  moteinent, 
which,  though  of  a  theoretical  rather  than  a  practical  kind,  deserves  more  stieo- 
tion  than  it  has  yet  received.  '  I  have  been  brought,'  he  said,  '  into  contact  »itli 
a  certain  class  of  men,  some  of  them  very  good  men,  who  look  at  this  movement 
from  a  strange  point  of  view.  They  say  it  is  one  of  those  mighty  events,  sach  u 
the  Crusades,  the  Reformatjon,  and  the  founding  of  the  Franciscan  and  Dommlcan 
orders  within  the  Papal  Church,  They  also  say  they  have  heard  of  pseudo-retivsk 
among  the  Mahometans.  I  know  minds  of  a  certain  type  are  apt  to  look  st  this 
great  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  from  a  rationalistic  point  of  view.  1  would  lite  ' 
further  to  deal  with  this  phase,  and  endeavour  to  carry  Christians  over  to  our  side 
who  have  this  phase  of  thongbt.' 

These  good  news  are  like  cold  water  to  the  thirsty  soul ;  for  truly,  sprntnillj, 
notwitlistanding  this,  gracious  and  wide-spread  work,  the  land  is  very  dry, 
and  much  need  there  is  of  times  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord- 
Strangely  mingling,  we  find  in  Christiau  hearte  the  cry,  '  Oh  for  a  true  re- 
vival!'  But  what  is  a  true  revival  of  religion?  This,  to  some  extent,  has  been 
experienced  by  us.  Let  us  gratefuUy  acknowledge  it,  and  seek  that  it  may  be 
experienced  yet  more  and  more ;  for  more  and  jnore  we  need  it  aud  may  expect 
it.  As  Dr.  Cairns,  in  commencing  one  of  the  noonday  meetings  in  GlKgov, 
said,  after  reading  Isa.  xii. :  '  We  have  much  reason,  in  our  land,  to  make  this 
passage  our  own,  and  yon  have  now  special  reason  in  this  great  city,  that  the 
blessS  work  of  awakening  has  begun.  Pray  that  it  may  go  forward,  and  look 
entirely  to  God  Himself,  who  alone  seeks  to  be  exalted  in  the  midst  of  you.  Tlere 
is  here  that  pulse  of  faith  which  has  filled  the  heart  of  the  Christian  teaoh»  in  lU 
ages  and  in  every  time  of  struggle  and  conflict.  Here  is  the  very  same  kind  rf 
sentiment  that  was  breathed  forth  by  John  Wesley  on  his  deathbed,  "  The  best  of 
all,  God  is  with  us."  What  is  a  revival  of  religion  without  God  ? — how  can  it  bs 
produced  ? — how  can  it  be  sustained  or  -enjoyed  ?  It  is  simply  bringing  us  to  God, 
and  making  us  realize  bow  great,  bow  loving,  how  gracious  God  is  in  Jesns  Christ. 
This  is  religion ;  this  is  the  revival  of  rcEgion,  and  anything  else  is  dBlnfflODi 
fanaticism,  error.     Let  us  bold  fast  by  this,  and  then  we  are  safe.' 

Printed   by   Mobb.iv   *sd  Gibr,    11,   Queen   Street,   and   PnbliBhed  by  WitU'" 
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LESSONS  FROM  THE  LIFE  OF  THE  VENERABLE  BEDE  : 

firing  the  Sermon  preached  at  the  Opening  of  the  English  Synod  of  the  United    , 
PreabsUrian  Church,  ia  Trinity  Church,  Sunderland,  October  13,  1873. 


'And  hHBin  is  that  saving  true.  One  aowetb,  and  another  r«apelh.  I  aent  jon  to  nap 
that  vhereon  je  beetowed  no  labonr;  other  men  laboured,  and  ye  are  entered 
into  their  laboora,'— John  rv.  87,  38. 

I  Au  sore  we  all  thank  God  and  take  courage  in  this  annaal  gathering,  with 
its  true  brotherly  affections  and  Chrietian  aims.  It  falls  to  mj  lot  to  strike 
some  key-notee  that  may,  through  Clod's  blessing,  increase  and  exalt  the 
harmony  of  oar  minds  and  hearts  with  our  Master  and  onr  work ;  and,  after 
wandering  in  perplexity  and  fear,  minstrel-like,  among  the  chords,  I  have 
Sxed  upon  one  that  will  have  one  advantage  at  IcEist,  that  of  local  fitness. 
For  it  BO  happens  that  the  year  of  our  Synod  in  Sunderland  is  the  twelfth 
centenary  year  of  the  birth,  in  673,  in  this  very  town,  certainly  in  this  imme- 
diate neighbourhood,  of  a  man  who,  according  to  the  great  Church  historian 
Neuider,  deaeires  to  be  called  emphatically  the  teacher  of  England ;  a  man 
v\o,  as  historian,  has  kept  ahve  and  authentic  for  us  the  first  efi'ective 
lieginmngB  of  the  gospel  in  the  north  of  England,  and  all  through  England ; 
and  who,  linked  indeed  by  outward  ties  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  was  Imked 
^J  dec^>er  ties  to  the  Christians  of  his  day,  and  to  us  at  this  hour.  The 
Venerable  Bede,  and  the  le^Bons  his  character  and  ecclesiastical  history  give 
to  us  in  our  preset  Christian  efforts,  will,  I  pray,  be  blessed  to  ns  by  the 
Master  of  ns  all.  I  have  no  time  to  ^ter  upon  the  details  of  the  life  of  this 
good  man,  much  less  upon  the  more  ample  details  of  his  history  of  the  period ; 
bnt,  leaving  these  to  your  knowledge  or  study,  shall  try  to  group  together 
SMne needed  and  noble  lessons, — tfst,  of  Instruction;  second,  of  Warning; 
and  lastly,  of  Encouragein&U. 

I.  There  are  some  great  lessons  of  instruction  that  a  Christiau  Church, 
m  all  cfflitnries  and  circumstances,  ever  needs  to  keep  befor&  it  as  the  very 
«seneB  of  its  lite  and  pith  of  its  strength.  These  we  shall  find  vividly  set 
^wth  in  Bede  and  his  history. 

10.  T.  TOL.  XTtn.  mtW  8KRI£S.— UA.T  1ST4.  » 
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1.  The  first  is  the  dirine  originality  and  power  of  Ghristiaa  troth.  Chris- 
tianity with  its  diviae  facts  had  already  in  the  past  six  centiiries  mastered 
the  legions  of  Rome,  acd  Ufted  up  Greek  and  Eastern  wiadom  into  a  region 
of  thought  alike  more  divine  and  bmnan ;  and  now  it  comes  to  this  north  cf 
England,  this  Vorthnmberland,  to  leaven  the  untamed  barbarian  races,  both 
British  and  Saxon.  And  in  doing  so,  Christianity  saved  humanity  as  well  as 
religion,  and  held  in  its  hand  the  keys  of  the  doors  that  opened  upon  the 
life  that  now  is  as  well  as  upon  that  which  is  to  come.  The  great  facts  of 
the  goape),  having  within  them  the  seeda  of  highest  and  deepest  thought  uid 
life,  ronsed  the  dnlleat  intellect,  and  calmed  the  most  turbulent  spirit.  The 
Qod  of  holy  love  coming  down  in  flesh  to  die  for  sinners  and  their  salvation, 
now  and  evermore  strnck  into  the  cnrrent  of  all  their  secret  needs,  and  broke 
np  fountains  of  immortal  hope  and  power.  These  old  heathens,  our  fon- 
fathera,  had  their  dnmb  cries  and  deep  yearnings  of  soul.  That  was  do 
common  man  who,  oa  Bede  /"ecords,  pictured  haman  life  at  the  DationBl 
conference  which  decided  the  fall  of  heathenism,  though  many  a  conunon 
man  responded  keenly  to  it.  '  The  present  life  of  man,  0  King,  seons  to 
me,  in  comparison  of  that  time  which  is  unknown  to  us,  hke  to  the  swift 
flight  of  a  sparrow  through  the  room  wherein  you  sit  at  supper  in  winter 
with  yonr  commanders  and  ihinistera,  and  a  good  fire  in  the  roidat,  whilst 
the  storms  of  rain  and  snovr  prevail  abroad ;  the  sparrow,  I  say,  flying  io 
at  one  door  and  immediately  oat  at  another,  whilst  he  is  within  is  safe  from 
the  wintry  storm,  bnt  after  a  short  space  of  fair  weather  he  immediately 
vanishes  out  of  your  sight  into  the  dark  winter  from  which  he  had  emei^ 
So  this  life  of  man  appears  for  a  short  space ;  but  of  what  went  before,  or 
what  is  to  follow,  we  are  utterly  ignorant.  If,  therefore,  this  new  doctrine 
contains  something  more  certain,  it  seems  justly  to  deserve  to  be  followed.' 
Snch  was  the  state  of  mind  into  which  the  facts  of  the  goapel  often  fell. 
But  their  fnll  illnmination  and  triumph  are  seen  in  theae  words  of  Bede  ou 
his  deathbed ;  ' "  0  glorious  King,  Lord  of  all  power,  who,  triumphing  tliis 
day,  didst  ascend  above  all  the  heavens,  do  not  forsake  os  orphans,  bnt  send 
down  upon  us  the  Spirit  of  Troth,  which  was  promised  to  ns  by  the  Father. 
Hallelnjah  I  "  And  when  he  came  to  that  word  "  do  not  forsake  ns,"  he  bust 
into  tears,  and  wept  much.'  Again,  it  ia  added,  '  They  rejoiced,  for  that 
he  said  it  is  time  that  I  returned  to  Him  that  formed  me.  out  of  nothing.  1 
have  lived  long ;  my  merciful  Judge  well  foresaw  my  Ufe  for  me ;  the  tiiw 
of  my  dissolution  draws  nigh,  for  I  desire  to  die  and  to  be  with  Christ.' 
Snch  Christian  truths  had  been  Bcattered  with  loving  heart  and  hberal  hiad 
in  the  rough  furrows  of  many  sonls  aroimd.  The  men  of  lona,  and  especially 
Aidan,  who  died  only  twenty-two  years  before  Bede  was  bora,  were  the  reri 
founders  of  Christianity  in  ttieae  parts  of  the  kingdom;  and  Bede,  though  he 
belonged  to  the  Roman  See,  yet  seems  to  differ  essentially  in  nothing  bnt  the 
day  for  celebrating  Easter  and  the  mode  of  ecclesiastical  tonsure.  To  quote 
his  own  words :  '  Yet  thia  I  approve  iu  him,  that  in  the  celebration  of  his 
Easter  the  object  which  he  had  in  view  iu  all  he  said,  did,  or  preached  was 
the  same  as  oui-s — ^that  ia,  the  redemption  of  mankind  through  the  piaaoii, 
reaorrection,  and  ascenaion  into  heaven  of  the  man  Jesus  Christ,  who  ia  the 
Mediator  betwixt  Gtod  and  man.'  The  doctrine  of  the  Cnldee  Aidan  was 
truly  Christian,  and  the  doctrine  of  Rome  had  not  taken  on  the  cormptioB! 
which  centuries  brought ;  and  that  doctrine  of  Christ  was  mighty,  as  nothing 
else  was,  or  conld  be,  or  still  ia,  in  the  divine  work  of  not  only  abolishii^ 
idolatry,  but  of  saVing  and  sanctifying  souls.  Let  ua  learn,  th'en,  to  maintao 
this  divine  life  and  work  by  holding  fast  and  proclaiming  this  divine  trnlb- 
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It  ifl  needed  BtQl  to  meet  errors  and  erile,  at  heart  the  same  as  those  it  met 
among  the  speculative  Qreeks  and  aarage  barbarians.  Power  has  not 
passed  from  it,  the  sceptre  haa  not  departed  from  Chrietianitj',  and  no  wis- 
dom or  might  can  teach  and  trauaform  lilce  hers. 

8.  Another  lesson  is  the  close  connection  of  living  ChriHtianity  with  the 
Scriptnres.  The  love  which  these  men  bore  to  the  Bible  is  something  charm- 
ing and  reproving.  Only  a  few  hours  before  his  death  the  great  Columba— 
a  very  geniiis  of  the  first  order  in  bold  ideas  and  unwearied  self-denials — was 
employed  in  copying  the  Bible.  And  of  Aldan,  the  scholar  of  Columbs, 
Bede,  who  loves  him  as  mnch  as  he  admires  his  own  great  primate,  Gregory 
the  First,  asys :  '  All  thoae  who  bore  him  company  were  employed  in  medi- 
tatiOQ ;  that  u,  in  either  reading  the  Scriptures  or  in  learning  paalms.  This 
was  the  daily  employment  of  himself  and  all  that  were  with  him  whereeoevw 
tbey  went ;  and  if  it  happened,  which  was  but  seldom,  that  he  was  invited 
to  eat  with  the  king,  he  went  with  one  or  two  clerks,  and  having  taken  a 
small  repaat,  made  haste  to  be  gone  with  them  either  to  read  or  write.'  Bnt 
Bede  hbnaelf  spent  forty  years  in  translating  the  Scriptures  and  writing 
commentaries  on  them.  One  of  the  finest  scenes  I  know  in  Church  history  is 
that  which  pathetically  reveals  the  ruling  passion,  strong  in  death,  of  this 
scholar  and  saint.  '  During  these  days  when  he  was  dying,'  writes  a  scholar 
who  watched  him,  *  he  translated  the  Gospel  of  St.  John  as  far  as  the  words, 
"  Bnt  what  are  these  amoi^  so  many  1 "  etc.,  into  onr  own  tongne  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Chnrch.  He  went  on  afterwards,  and  there  was  one  of  ns  with 
him  who  said  to  him,  "  Most  dear  master,  there  is  still  one  chapter  wantii^ ; 
do  yon  think  it  tronblesome  to  be  asked  any  more  questions  T "  He  answered, 
"  it  is  no  trouble.  Take  yoor  pen,  and  make  ready,  and  writ«  fast."  On  his 
last  day  he  passed  the  day  joyfully  till  the  evening,  and  the  boy  above  mo- 
tioned said,  "Dear  master,  there  is  yet  one  sentence  not  written."  He 
answered,  "  Write  qnickly."  Soon  after  the  boy  said,  "The  sentence  is  now 
written."  He  replied,  "It  ia  well;  yon  have  said  the  truth,  it  is  ended. 
Keceive  my  bead  into  your  hands,  for  it  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  sit 
facing  my  holy  place  where  I  was  wont  to  pray,  that  I  also  aittiug  may  call 
npon  my  Father."  And  thns  on  the  pavement  of  his  little  cell,  si[^;ing 
"  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost,"  when  he 
bad  named  the  Holy  Ghost  he  breathed  hia  last,  and  bo  departed  to  the 
heavenly  kingdom.'  Such  worda  aa  these  are  the  best  relics  of  Bede, — better 
Car  than  those  shrined  in  the  majestic  Cathedral  of  Dnrham, — the  rellca  of 
hia  saintly  sonl.  To  live  like  him,  translating  ihe  Scriptures  into  the  common 
tengae  for  boys  and  peasants — for  Bede  comes  centuries  before  Wycliffe 
and  Tyndal;  to  die  translating  the  farewell  diaconrses  of  Chriat,  and  Iwving 
them  a  last  legacy  to  his  disciples ;  and  to  die,  having  written  the  last  sen- 
tence, with  a  life  work  done  to  the  minatest  detail,  is  an  act  that  shines  out 
of  the  old  darkness  with  a  lesson  to  all  ministers  of  the  Word-*-an  example 
to  all  believers  in  its  truth.  Bede  is  ours  far  more  than  he  belongs-  to  the 
present  Church  of  Rome.  But  whether  hera  or  ours,  he  rises  high  above 
most  in  any  Church,  and  did  so  because  he  loved  above  all  thli^s  tiie  Word 
of  God. 

8.  Another  lesson  from  this  snbject  is  the  vital  importance  of  living  ffuth 
and  eminent  holiness.  For  it  was  because  he  possessed  these  that  the  lesson 
comes  at  once  and  easily  home  to  na  all.  Bede  was  no  man  of  rare  genius 
in  any  way :  he  was  no  Angnstine,  that  doctor  of  doctors ;  no  Chrysostom, 
that  preadier  of  preachers ;  he  was  a  man,  as  his  writings  prove,  of  solid 
ability,  whichryears  ripened  and  enriched.    Nor  had  he  a  high  position  in 
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tiie  Chnrch — he  was  not  even  an  abbot ;  but  liis  title  as  he  girea  it  at  the 
close  of  hJB  history,  with  a  fine  mixtare  of  modesty  and  dignity,  nos, '  B«de, 
the  Berraot  of  Qod,  and  priest  of  the  nionaBter;)r  of  the-blessed  apostles  Peter 
and  Paul  which  ia  at  Wearmouth  and  Jarrow.'  He  IiTed  nearly  all  his  Hie 
among  his  books,  going  once  or  twice  no  farther  than  York.  He  vaa  no 
oi^anizing  spirit,  no  master  will,  like  Colnmba ;  bat,  nsittg  the  gifts  he  bad, 
jarrow- on-the-Tyne  has  become  a  l^ht  shining  oat  of  those  dim  times 
aa  much  as  lona,  far  ofi  amid  the  melancholy  main.  Common  bnt  nobi; 
nsed  gifts  of  grace  made  him  what  be  was, — ^he  lived  by  faith,  and  lired  io 
holing.  As  be  himself  says  of  Aidan,  so  it  may-  as  truly  be  said  of  turn- 
s', '  It  was  the  highest  commendation  of  his  doctrine  with  all  men  that  he 
taaght  no  otherwise  than  he  and  his  followers  had  lived,  for  he  neither  eonght 
nor  lored  anything  of  this  world,  bat  delighted  in  distribating  immediately 
amoi^  the  poor  whatsoever  was  given  him  by  the  kings  or  rich  men  of  ih 
world.'  Snch  Uv»  are  the  great  s^ns  that  follow  Christ  still,  and  that  opm 
up  Uie  way  for  Him  in  all  hearts.  '  We  do  not  speak  great  things,  we  Sre 
them,'  was  the  old  and  is  always  the  most  noble  apologetic.  Bede  leaves  a 
life  of  faith,  toil,  and  disinterestednesa  to  the  Church,  and  nothing  more,  sate 
a  few  napkins  and  a  Uttle  incense  in  bis  chest.  Aidan  gives  away  all  bis 
money  to  bny  Saxon  alavee,  and  then  makes  them  disciples  and  missionaries. 
Edward  Irving  is  laid  in  a  grave  not  his  own,  bat  a  stranger's,  in  QlaEgov  ' 
Cathedral  William  Bnrns  bo  died  that  it  is  written  of  him,  that  when  the 
trunk  which  had  come  home  from  China,  containii^  nearly  all  of  prop«riy 
that  he  left  behind  him  in  the  world,  was  opened  amid  a  group  of  yooi^  and 
wonderii^  faces,  there  were  found  only  a  few  sheets  of  Chinees  printed 
matter,  a  Chinese  and  an  Enghsh  Bible,  an  old  writing-case,  one  or  tvo  mili 
books,  a  Chinese  lantern,  a  smgle  Chinese  dress,  and  the  blue  flag  of  the 
'Gospel  Boat.'  'Snrely,'  whispered  one  Uttle  one,  amid  the  aweatraek 
silence,  '  sorely  he  must  have  been  very  poor.'  Snch  stories,  so  like  Christ 
Himself,  the  poorest  and  richest  of  beings,  fill  the  eyes  with  the  sweet  pm  of 
noble  tears,  and  flash  into  the  heart  divme  desbes.  They  are  the  greateet 
treasures  of  any  Ohnreh ;  by  their  very  nature  they  belong  to  no  Choreh 
smaller  than  the  Chnrch  nniversal ;  and  so  long  as  she  possesses  them  is 
any  meaaare,  she  will  be  divinely  rich  in  all  power  for  good. 

4.  Another  lesson  cornea  from  the  connection  of  Christianity  and  misHODiry 
zeal.  In  this  divine  chdrity  no  period  equalled  in  magnificence  this  of  (he 
seventh  century,  save  that  of  the  first  of  the  Christian  era,  and  the  fifteentti, 
of  the  Reformation.  Colnmba  dies  in  596,  having  trained  missionaries  who 
afterwards  went  to  England,  France,  Switzerland ;  and  in  that  very  yw 
Gregory  the  Great — the  truly  great — is  sending  Augustine  from  Rome  to 
the  Anglo-Saxons  of  South  Brittun.  Aidan  came  from  Scotland,  and  Angus' 
tine  from  Italy ;  bnt  it  is  no  exi^geration  to  say  that  Aidan,  the  Scotdi 
Presbyter — I  can  hardly  aay  with  perfect  accuracy  Presbyterian — was  the 
founder,  or  at  least  reviver,  of  Christianity  in  England.  King  Oswald  had 
mrited  him  from  lona ;  fmd  I  think  I  see  him  on  his  daily  work,  by  forest 
paths  and  river  fords,  and  among  rude  hnts.  As  Bede  describes  him, '  He  was 
wont  to  traverse  both  town  and  country  on  foot,  never  on  horseback  unless 
compelled  by  some  urgent  necessity ;  and  wherever  in  his  way  he  saw  any, 
either  rich  or  poor,  he  invited  them,  if  infidels,  to  embrace  the  mystery  of  the 
faith,  or  sought,  if  they  were  beUevers,  to  strragthen  them  in  the  faith,  and 
to  stir  them  up  by  wokIs  and  actions  to  afans  and  good  works.'  The  Eing 
Oswald  also  did  his  part,  as  a  king  ox  any  member  of  the  Choich  ahosld 
do.    Bewdes  money  and  influence,  he  gave  personal  service,  traoBltiing  the 
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Scotch  sentences  of  Aidan  into  the  langnage  of  tbe  people,  and  thaa  did  more 
for  the  establiBhm^Dt  and  spread  of  the  truth  than  if  he  had  embodied  the 
whole  of  the  33d  chapter  of  the  Westminster  Confession.  Thns  the  old 
evangelist  went  out  to  sow  in  the  highways  and  the  lanea,  Hke  Wesley  and 
.WhitSeld  in  later  times,  lilce  every  one  who  will  with  warm  zeal  and  wise  tact 
seize  the  opportunities  that  lie  before  him,  and  use  them  well.  It  was  the 
same  missionary  zeal — and  we  should  be  the  more  forward  to  record  it  as  ft 
comes  from  another  qnarter,  and  pixidaced  one  such  fruit  at  least  as  onr 
Bede-=~that  moved  Gregory,  before  this  time,  to  send  the  gospel  to  Britain. 
It  is  a  story  always  worth  repeating,  and  especially  on  this  occasion,  how 
G^regory  was  one  day  in  tbe  market  of  Rome,  and,  as  Bede  says, '  saw  boys 
set  for  sale,  their  bodies  white,  their  conntenances  beantifnl,  and  their  hair 
veiy  fine.  Having  viewed  them,  he  asked,  as  is  said,  from  what  trountry  or 
nation  were  they  broi^ht  1  and  was  told,  from  the  island  of  Britain.  He 
th^^fore  agiun  asked  what  was  the  name  of  that  nation,  and  was  answered 
that  they  were  called  Angles.  "  Right,"  said  he,  "for  they  have  an  angehc 
face,  and  it  becomes  such  to  be  co-heirs  with  the  angels  in  heaven.  What 
is  the  name,"  proceeded  he,  "  of  the  province  from  which  they  are  brought  * " 
It  was  replied  that  the  natives  of  that  province  were  called  Deiri.  "  Truly 
are  they  De  ira,"  said  he,  "  withdrawn  from  wrath  and  called  to  the  mercy 
of  Christ.  How  is  the  king  of  that  proTince  called?"  They  told  him  his 
name  was  ^lla,  and  he,  alluding  to  the  name,  said,  "  Hallelujah ;  the  praise 
of  God  tbe  Creator  must  be  sung  in  those  parts." '  And  so  it  came  to  pass 
that  Bede's  hallelujah,  when  dying  at  Ja.n'ow,  was  the  echo  far  oS  of 
Gregory's  noble  prophetic  word  in  the  Roman  slave-market  j  and  that  Bede, 
from  hm  seven  years  in  Wearmouth  to  his  sixty-two  in  Jarrow,  served  the 
Lord.  Gregory,  like  bis  master  Angnstine  of  Hippo,  did  not  think  or  feel 
less  deeply,  perhaps  the  more  deeply,  because  he  played  on  words.  Years 
afterwards,  when  Pope,  he  carried  out  hia  resolution;  and  while  his  work 
has  many  drawbacks,  especially  that  of  putting  aside  a  free,  self-acting. 
Briffeh  Church,  atill  we  owe  mnch  in  our  time  of  need  to  this  great-sonl^ 
pontiff.  What  was  done  in  our  country  was  done  alike  by  Culdees  and 
Romans  in  every  direction.  The  foundations  of  Christianity  and  civilisation 
were  Uid  in  Germany,  Switzerland,  and  many  other  countries.  It  was  a 
tune  when  defects  were  many,  and  more  were  creeping  out ;  but  it  had  no 
defect  of  heroic  self-dmal,  Christ-like  goings  but  to  tbe  rudest  and  most  un- 
promising, long  martyrdoms  of  labour,  swift  martyrdoms  of  blood.  When 
we  pat  these  old  benefactors  on  their  trial,  let  na  copy  the  noble  fashion  of 
the  French,  who  began,  the  other  day,  the  tiial  of  their  accused  marshal  by 
reciting  the  services  he  had  rendered  his  country,  and  the  number  of  wounds 
he  had  received  in  her  defence.  Studying  their  lives  thus,  we  should  judge 
their  defects  more  vrisely,  and  draw  in  the  fulness  of  their  Christian  spirit. 
Such  a  spirit  in  our  Church  would  quickly  overrun  the  whole  world  with 
Qiristian  effort,  and  vindicate  the  power  of  Christian  trath  by  its  ever  fresh 
and  nnsnrpassed  fruits.  And  if  love  to  Christ  and  to  souls  achieved  Bnch  a 
miracle  as  to  turn  Britain  from  a  poor  island,  where  Phccnician  vessels  landed 
to  ahq)  tin  and  then  be  gone  from  its  wild  barbarians,  into,  with  all  her  faults, 
the  England  so  great  at  this  hour  m  commerce  and  wisdom  and  Christian 
enterprise,  why  may  not  the  present  Britains  in  far  off  seas  and  soils  be 
changed  hy  the  swne  truth  after  the  same  fashion  f 

5.  Another  lesson  is  the  value  of  close  connection  of  Christianity  with 
leaning  and  culture  of  all  kinds.  Bede,  the  Sason,  was  a  Latin,  Greek,  and 
in  much  a  Hebrew  scholar ;  wrote  commentaries  on  nearly  the  whole  Bible, 
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our  Grat  histor}',  and  treatises  on  poetry  and  uatural  scieuce.  These  ChriatiaD 
men  were  the  sowers  of  all  manner  of  precious  seed,  human  as  well  aa  dirine ; 
and  the  aheaveB  of  refinement,  knowledge,  science,  commerce,  law,  aud  order 
have  sprung  ont  of  the  same  fiirrowa  from  which  sprung  sheaves  of  fmit 
unto  the  Spirit  and  life  eTerlasting.  It  is  a  fair  and  fmitfiil  union.  Wha^ 
erer  limits  and  errors  these  men  had,  yet  they  went  far  beyond  the  limits 
around  them ;  and  never  does  Christianity  commend  itself  so  much  as  when, 
like  some  king,  it  rules  lai^e  provinces  of  all  good.  In  our  days,  ChriatiaoB 
have  no  monopoly  of  learning  and  science,  of  mechanical  arf  or  commerce ; 
bat  neither  should  they  now  lag  behind  in  anything.  Onr  problem  in  the 
present  day  is,  how  to  be  so  strong  in  faith  and  in  the  power  of  God  that  we 
shall  be  strong  enough  to  sanctify  and  transfignre  all  other  thmgs  after  their 
own  gloiions  fashion.  The  prodigious  indnstries  of  this,  as  well  as  of  other 
parts  of  the  land,  grew  ont  of  the  awakened  intellect  that  Christianity  first 
roused.  George  Stephenson,  at  Wylam  and  Willington  Quay  on  the  Tjne, 
was  a  branch  in  this  century  from  the  deep  root  of  inexhaustible  vitality  that 
Bede,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  watered  and  cherished  at  Jarrow ;  and 
the  great  work  set  before  ns,  in  our  altered  circnmstances,  is  to  harmonize  the 
fruits  of  the  genius  of  Stephenson  and  of  the  grace  of  Bede,  and  to  penetrate 
these  immense  industrial  and  locomotive  energies  with  the  Christian  spirit  b; 
which  the  gospel  conquered  the  strength  and  courage  of  the  old  times. 

Q.  But  we  now  mark,  and  very  briefly,  one  or  two  lessons  of  warning. 

1.  The  first  comes  up  constantly  in  thinking  of  Bede  and  the  history  he 
t«lls.  Bede  writes,  as  we  have  seen,  most  lovingly  of  the  good  men  from 
lona,  and  praise  their  labours.  There  is  not  a  hint  of  treating  them  as 
heretics,  because  they  differed  on  Easter  or  tonaure,  and  did  not  allow  the 
authority  of  the  Bishop  of  Rome.  But  he  beloi^ed  to  a  system  already 
having  germs  of  evil  in  it,  that  took  centuries  to  grow,  and  at  last 
demanded  a  revolution  to  tiie  very  roots.  We  have  learned  some  losaona 
truly  Christian  and  catholic  from  Bede,  but  we  may  learn  also  lessons  at 
Christian  and  distinctly  anti-Roman  Catholic.  There  are  still  men  like  Bede 
in  the  Roman  Church ;  but  that  Church  is  not  what  it  was  in  Bede's  day. 
At  the  present  hour  the  Pope  of  Rome  is  an  enormous  development  and 
sheer  degradation  of  Pope  Gr^ory,  the  last  of  the  four  great  fathers  of  the 
Latin  Church,  and  the  first  Roman  bishop  to  send  the  gospel  to  Britain. 

2.  Another  lesson  of  warning  hes  in  guarding  against  the  spirit  of  the 
times  around  as  well  as  that  within  the  Church.  Bede  and  the  Christians  ot 
his  time,  while  they  lived  by  faith  in  Christ,  yet  hved  m  contact  with  ignor- 
ance and  superstition.  No  man  or  community  can  absolutely  hve  outside  of 
the  atmosphere  in  which  he  breathes.  And  so  came  the  morbid  cravtng  for 
miraculous  signs  frorii  heaven,  aud  the  apphcation  of  force  to  gain  the  ends 
of  religion.  We  have  not  the  same  dangers,  but  we  have  others  equally 
great  and  more  snbtlA  We  have  the  ignoring  or  denial  of  a  heaven  itself. 
and  of  a  God,,  a  Power  above  nature,  shutting  out  man  from  the  native 
country  of  his  soul,  the  great  and  blessed  world  of  infinite  pity  and  help. 
This  influence  fills  the  air  around  us  in  a  philosophy  on  the  one  hand  most 
idealistic,  and  on  the  other  most  materiaUstic ;  and  both  extremes  meet  in  s 
common  opposition  to  the  highest  hfe  of  man.  This  Influence  deadens  thfr 
nerve  of  onr  spiritual  life,  and  resists  us  in  our  free  outgoings  up  to  God  and 
out  to  others.  The  same  influence,  moreover,  is  felt  in  more  practical  fonus,— 
in  the  luxury  of  wealth  on  the  one  hand,  and  in  the  labour  of  poverty  on  the 
other  i  and  boUi  combine  to  weaken  and  dull  the  snpreme  joys  of  the  sonl 
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and  ilB  noblest  deeds.  We  see  everywhere  sonb  becomiog  market-pUceB  or 
festival  halls,  instead  of  calm,  bleesed  temples  of  God,  aud  work-placea  of  all 
good  for  moD.  We  must  Dot  cat  ourselves  off  from  oar  fellows,  aa  Bede 
and  others  did ;  bat,  while  leading  a  truer  and  wider  hnoiati  life,  we  mnet 
not  narrow  but  enlarge  our  deeper  and  divine  fellow^p. 

ni.  We  close  by  one  or  two  lessons  of  encooragement.  These  spring 
from  the  lessons  of  inBtmction,  and  shall  cheer  amidst  the  lessons  on  warning. 

1.  We  need -feel  no  discouragement,  but  the  contrary,  from  our  Chris- 
tiaoitf.  No  system  has  troths  so  high  and  deep,  aims  so  divine  and  human, 
achievements  eo  sublime  and  beneficent.  Christ  Himself,  the  Incarnate  God 
nnd  Saviour,  is  the  first  great  encouragement  in  Christianity,  with  His  fnloeaB 
aad  fitness  for  all  sonls ;  and  Christendom  is  the  second,  which  is  Christ  stHl 
linug  among  men,  going  about  and  doing  good.  Ko  system  seeks  to  raise 
men  to  so  great  a  life ;  and  whatever  does  in  some  measure  seek  this,  does 
no  for  the  few  and  the  learned.  But  Christianity  is  the  mother  and  nurse  of 
allsonls;  and  this  is  its  snrest  token — that  the  poorest,  saddest,  and  most  sin- 
ful commands  all  her  care  as  much  and  more  than  the  wisest,  happiest,  and 
most  saintly.  The  tides  pf  oar  world's  changing  seas  are  governed  from 
alKive;  and  these  heavenly  signs  after  all,  and  in  deepest  nature,  command 
conviction  and  win  submission  to  the  gospel. 

2,  The  results,  too,  of  every  true  attempt  to  spread  the  gospel  are  a  stand- 
ing and  stirring  enconr^ement  to  alh  Doubt  it  not ;  there  is  not  one  of  as 
who  labours  faithfully,  though  he  feel  bitterly  at  times  how  feeble  and  fruit- 
less he  is,  but  shall  come  again,  after  the  driving  rams  and  dark  skies,  bring- 
ing' his  golden  sheaves  with  him.  The  very  going  forth  of  such  to  the  streets 
of  oar  towns  and  cities,  or  far  off  to  heathen  lands,  is  itself  the  heaviest  and 
moat  heaven-like  sheaf  of  the  harvest,  and  itself  the  seed-corn,  which,  scat- 
tered in  tears  and  toil,  shall  live  and  bear  fruit  to  unending  time.  Think  of 
Bede  rising  from  his  grave  in  Durham  Cathedral,  aud  looking  round  on  hie 
Old  England  at  this  prteent  honr.  Did  he  ever  dream  that,  1200  years  after 
be  vas  bom,  there  should  be  men  gathered  in  his  native  place,  saying, '  Thou 
hast  well  done,'  and  cheering  themselves  by  the  noble  memories  of  his  modest 
ssd  magnanimous  life?  The  old  prophet  rises  up,  Samuel-like,  among  us  as 
of  old,  and  he  speaks  to  us  not  words  of  fear,  but  of  renewed  courage  and 
EHanred  triumph.  Another,  whom  we  ahonld  hardly  expect,  speaks  to  us  of 
Ibe  fruitful  seeds  of  our  first  missionaries,  aud  adds,  though  it  may  be  un- 
consciously, bis  voice  and  vote  of  onward.  Carlyle  went  vrith  Emerson  to 
Stonehmge,  and  the  latter  gives  some  account  of  the  thoughts  it  called  forth : 
'  The  old  times  of  Ei^land  impress  Carlyle  much ;  he  reads  little,  he  says, 
in  these  last  years  but  Acta  Sanctorum.  He  finds  all  English  history  therein. 
He  can  see  as  he  reads  the  old  saint  of  lona,  sitting  there  and  writing, — a 
man  to  men.  He  fancied  that  greater  men  had  lived  than  any  of  England's 
writers ;  and,  in  fact,  about  the  time  when  those  writers  appeared,  the  last  of 
these  were  already  gone.' 

Such  lessons  as  these  encourage  us  to  patience  in  our  work.  Not  in.^  one 
year,  bat  in  maqy,  did  these  great  fruits  ripen.  '  A  nation,'  says  Guizot, 
'takes  one  step  only  in  a  hundred  years.'  Many  servants  and  heroes^  of 
(iod,  whose  names  are  not  in  the  records  of  man,  have  their  record  on  high, 
13  those  who  sowed  the  seed  in  tears  and  in  blood.  Wave  after  wave  of 
liolence  or  error  covered  it,  but  it  lay  there  with  its  fire  sparks,  watched  of 
6od,  and  in  His  own  time  to  be  raised  in  power.  Some  names  stand  out 
conspicuous  peaks ;  but  thousands  lie  hidden,  the  rock  foundations  of  all  our 
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progress.  Were  their  toils  and  trials  iu  Toiu  i  No.  It  is  the  army  of  name- 
lees  privates  that  gaine  the  victory,  more  than  the  general  whoBe  name  is 
handed  down  in  load  and  ei^er  praise  to  distant  tnuea.  The  first  man  who 
brought  the  gospel  to  England,  and  planted,  with  sohtary,  trembling  hand, 
itfl  first  eeeda, — that,  man,  conld  we  know  liim,  we  should  hai!  as  having 
deserved  of  England  more  than  even  her  Alfreds  and  Newtons,  her  Crom- 
wella  and  Mlltons,  for  without  him  these  men  would  not  have  been  in  them- 
selves or  to  England  what  they  are.  Let  ns,  then,  hare  patience  amidst  onr 
delays  and  defeats.  Perhaps  one  soul  may  be  given  to  the  toil  of  the  most 
obscure  among  as  who  shall  do  a  work  for  Christ  all  of  os  pnt  t<^tber 
could  never  do ;  but  the  work  of  that  soul  shall  be  put  to  the  acconnt  of  the 
man  who  brought  hun  to  Jesus.  Andrew  found  Peter,  and  Peter  fonnd  both 
Jews  and  Gentiles  for  Christ.  Andrew  retreats  into  the  backgronnd,  bnt 
Peter,  and  all  Peter  did,  we  owe  to  Andrew.  And  taking  a  larger  sweep, 
let  OS  go  out  patiently  to  Calabar  and  India,  knowing  that  He  who  has  done 
works  so  mighty  in^Britain  will  do  them  in  these  lant^  also. 

liut,  in  fine,  let  us  add  to  patience,  and  strengthen  it  ever  by  gratefnl  love 
to  ChrisL  .The  more  we  Uve  for  ourselves  upon  Him,  in  the  calmness  of  His 
peace  and  the  constancy  of  His  power,  the  more  shall  we  live  in  ever  fresh 
and  overflowing  gratitude  and  love;  and  these  will  make  labour  light,  and 
patience  a  privilege,  and  work  a  worship  high  and  cheering.  It  is  not  a  long 
time  we  shall  have  to  work  and  endure.  Our  last  act  at  our  former  Synod 
was  one  of  prayer  for  a  yoimg  minister*  passing  away  aft^  a  three  weeks' 
service,  and  who  has  lain  long  months  already  in  lus  grave.  One  dear 
brother,!  since  we  met,  has  been  swept  away  in  a  moment  from  the  qniet  path 
of  his  kindly  and  earnest  work  into  the  presence  of  his  Master,  and  we  donbl 
not  into  the  fnhiess  of  his  joy.  Another,^  in  the  midst  of  hfe's  strength  and 
ripening  hopes,  has  been  shattered  by  the  wear  and  weight  of  his  work,  to  our 
keen  regret,  and  amidst  our  true  sympathies  and  most  tender  prayers.  The 
time  for  onr  work  is  coming  slowly  or  swiftly  to  an  end.  Let  ns  sow  during 
our  little  while  well,  that  in  eternity  we  may  reap  well,  and  that  men  to  come 
after  us  may  reap  in  abundance  the  harvests  from  furrows  hands  that  shall 
then  be  dust  have  ploughed,  and  from  fields  to  which  hearts  that  sTiall  then 
be  still  have  given  their  most  precious  seed  of  yearning  and  prayer.. 

The  time  of  patient  endurance  will  soon  be  over.  That  of  grateful  lore 
will  never  end.  In  all,  and  after  all,  we  now  and  evermore  shall  say,  'By 
the  grace  of  God  we  are  what  we  are.  Thoa,  0  Christ,  didst  sow,  and  we 
have  reaped.  Thou  hast  laboured,  and  we  are  entered  into  Thy  labours.' 
'  Unto  Him  that  loved  us,  and  washed  ns  from  our  sins  in  His  own  blood, 
and  hath  made  ns  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  His  Father,  to  Sim  be 
glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.'    Amen. 


THE  BIBLE  EDUCATOR  ON  INSPIBATION.§ 

The  professed  aim  of  the  Bible  Educator  is  to  assist  in  the  removal  of  donbt ;  bnt 
this,  along wit!i the  high  tone  aBsuntedat  the  outset  in  the  article  on  'Inspiration,* 
can  ouly  lead  to  bitter  disappointment.    You  ask  bread,  and  receive  a  stone ;  white 

Jour  entertainer  keepa  telhng  you,  in  the  moat  kindly  tonee,  that  it  is  indeed 
read,  and  bread  of  the  very  finest  quality.  What  is  worse,  he  begins  with  bread, 
•  Bobert  French,  Bootlc. 

SHoberl  Gardner,  WolTOrbampton.  %  Jamas  Kerr,  Leicester. 

Tht  InipiraHm  of  Balv  Sci-aituiii,  by  the  Bev,  P.  H.  Farrar,  D.D^  PJ8.a_  MMtor  of 

Marlborough -CoIWb,  and  CbapUin  to  tbe  Queen.    BibU  Ed      "       "  " 

Plnmplra  M.A.,  Vioiir  ol  Biekley,  Professor  of  Eieeeeis  i 
Oollege,  London.    CaeBel,  Petler,  A  CtaJpin, 
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and  ends  with  a  atone.  lie  teUa  us  th&t '  the  Bible  was  written  bj  divmc  inipira- 
tioii ;'  '  that  each  writer  was  but  an  instrument— often  wholly  the  unconscione 
iostrnment — of  porpoeee  loftier  than  hia  own,  and  the  utterer  of  language  often 
deeper  than  he  himseK  could  understand ; '  '  that  it  is  a  part  of  God's  revelation  to 
OS  uiat  His  ways  are  not  as  onr  ways,  nor  liia  thoughts  as  our  thoughts ; '  that  one 
of  the  very  stamps  of  the  authority  of  His  revealed  will  is  the  manner  in  which  it 
nma  counter  to  everything  which  man's  unaided  imagination  could  have  invented 
respecting  Him.  All  this  tends  to  excite  expectation  in  a  certain  direction,  and  in 
aecaidance  with  the  professed  aim  of  the  Educalor;  but  whether  or  not  this  ei- 
pectatioQ  is  realized,  our  readers  may  judge  from  the  sequel. 

The  various  theories  of  inspiration  have  been  described  as  foDows : — '  Now  there 
are  no  leas  than  five  well-marked  theories,  each  of  them  tenable  in  the  pale  of  the 
Eogjish  Church ;  each  of  them  supported  by  powerful  arguments;  each  of  them 
maiQlained  by  men  of  eminent  authority ;  each  of  them  compatible  with  earnest 
Christian  faitfi ;  each  of  them  depending  for  their  validity  upon  obvious  pheno- 
mena, which,  under  some  modifications,  have  found  supporters  in  every  Church.' 
He  account  of  these  theories  as  given  1^  Dr.  Farrar  may  be  abridged  as  follows ; — 
'The  first  may  bo  called  briefly  the  oi-gank,  mechanical,  or  dictation  theory.  It 
held  that  every  sentence,  every  word,  nay,  every  syUable,  letter,  and  vowel-point 
of  Scripture  had  been  divinely  and  Bupematurally  imparted.'  '  The  second  theory 
has  been  called  the  dynamic.  It  holds  that  Holy  Scripture  was  not  dictated  by,  but 
committed  to  writing  under  the  guidance  of,  the  Holy  Spirit.  While  recognising  the 
difine  energy,  it  does  not  annihilate  the  human  co-operation.'  '  The  third  may  be 
called  the  theory  of  illumination,  because  it  recognises  various  degrees  of  mspira- 
tion.'  'The  fourth  maybe  called  the  theory  of  essential,  as  distinguished  from 
plenary,  inspiration.  Its  favourite  formula  is,  that  the  Bible  contains  the  word  of 
God,  while  it  rejects  as  inaccurate  the  expression  that  the  Bible  is  the  word  of  God.' 
'The fifth  theory  may  be  called  that  of  ordinsjy  inspiration.  The  holders  of  this 
theory  believe  that  the  action  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  exercised  in  the  inspiration  of 
Scrifrtnre,  is  not  genericaily  distinct  from  the  ordinary  influence  of  that  Holy 
Spirit  upon  the  heart  and  intellect  of  Christian  men,  which  all  admit  to  be  ana- 
logous to  it'  In  connection  with  these  theories,  mention  is  made  of  the  fact  that 
they  are  severally  held  by  men  of  authority  in  the  English  Church ;  and  that  by 
formal  decision  of  the  Court  of  Ultimate  Appeal,  even  the  fifth  is,  within  certain 
limitations,  capable  of  being  maintained '  without  any  violation  of  her  formularies.' 
This  is  a  fact,  and  a  very  sad  one.  Here  is  a  national  Church,  richly  endowed  for 
the  eiprcea  purpose  of  teaching  the  great  doctrines  of  Christianity ;  and  yet,  while 
bound  to  t«acb  them,  any  of  her  teachers  are  at  liberty  to  declare,  and  her  people 
to  believe,  that  these  doctrines  stand  on  the  some  level  with  mere  philoeophical 
peculations,  and  have  no  special  claim  to  any  higher  than  mere  human  authority. 
"niiB  is  truly  a  pitiable  position  to  be  occupied  by  an  insritution  calling  itself  a 
Chnrch  of  the  Lord  Jesos  Christ. 

Our  author  does  not  give  a  definite  adherence  to  any  of  these  theories,  but  it  is 
not  difficult  to  discover  where  his  sympathies  lie.  The  definition  he  gives  of 
in^nration,  on  which  we  commented  in  a  former  paper ;  his  appeal  on  behalf  of 
that  definition,  vague  and  loose  as  it  is ;  and  his  declaration  that  each  of  tbe 
theories  is  compatible  with  earnest  Christian  &ith,  indicate  a  leaning  to  some 
theory  of  inspiration  in  which  the  supernatural  element  can  have  very  little  place. 
He  maintains  that,  while  in  the  Church  of  England  '  the  Scriptures  are  accepted 
as  a  volnme  in  the  highest  degree  sacred,  yet  nb  exclusive  sanction  is  given  to-any 
specif  theory  of  inspiration.'  In  proof  of  this  opinion,  various  expressions  are 
quoted  from  the  standards  ol  the  Church ;  and  the  prominence  given  to  this 
opinion  savours  much  more  of  the  theorist  than  of  the  teacher.  Such  an  opinion 
IB  not  at  all  consistent  with  a  high  theory  of  Scripture  inspiration.  If  Dr.  Parrar 
hdieved,  and  desired  to  propagate  a^ielief,  in  the  plenary  mspiration  of  Scripture, 
it  might  not  be  so  clear  to  him  as  it  is  that  the  Church  of  England  gives  no  ex- 
clneive  sanction  to  any  particular  theory  on  the  subject.  The  pains  he  takes  to 
show  that  the  Church  of  England  has  no  special  theory  on  the  subject  may  well 
"trengtben  the  euspidon  that  his  object  is  to  encourage  a  belief  in  the  very  lowest 
form  of  inspiration  ;  and  we  regret  to  find  so  much  in  the  latter  part  of  the  article 
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pointing  in  the  came  direction.  If  the  Church  of  England  has  no  fecial  theory 
of  inapiratiou,  then  ike  membera  of  the  Church,  as  such,  can  have  ncaie  dthei ; 
and  for  an  individual  to  have  no  theory  of  inspiiation  is  simply  to  have  one  of  the 
Te^  lowest  form. 

It  may  eeem  strange  and  etartling  to  find  a  Church  without  a  theory  of  ioBpin- 
tion, — a  Church  demanding  belief  in  a  system  of  truth  involving  the  deepest 
mysteries  and  tite  moat  momentous  isaaes,  and  yet  unable  to  tell  whether  these 
mysteries  and  momentous  trutJis  have  been  snpematurally  revealed  oi  not.  But 
if  Dr.  Famir  is  right,  we  have  something  stranger  and  more  startling  still ;  if  he  ii 
right,  the  Church  of  England  mnet  be  right  in  having  no  BpeciaL  theory  of  inspin- 
tion,  because  this,  according  to  his  opinion,  is  the  very  pocdtion  which  the  Bible 
itself  occupies.  '  Nor,  again,'  says  he, '  iB  the  language  of  Scripture  on  the  subject 
of  its  own  inspiration  so  definite  or  decisive  as  to  justify  us  in  building  up  formal 
theological  systems  on  isolated  passages  treated  apart  from  the  general  progreta  of 
revelation.'  What  doea  this  mean?  What  has  it  to  do  with  inspiration?  No 
theory  of  inspiration,  even  the  'organic,'  couhi  justify  any  one  in  building  up 
formal  theological  systems  on  isolated  passagea.  There  would  have  been  no  war- 
rant to  do  this  although  the  limguoge  of  Scripture  had  been  as  definite  and  decided 
on  the  subject  of  its  own  inspiration  aa  language  could  be.  Inspiration  has  to  do 
with  the  authority  of  Scripture,  and  not  with  its  intentretation.  The  argument,  if 
worth  anything,  tells  as  much  against  the  authority  of  Scripture  in  its  integrity  u 
it  does  against  the  authority  of  any  isolated  portion  of  it.  If  formal  theological 
systemB  cannot  be  built  up  on  isolated  passages  merely  because  Scripture  does  not 
epe^  definitely  and  decisively  abont  its  own  inspiration,  the  same  thing  ie  true  of  ^ 
Scripture  as  a  whole.  The  atatement  ie  illogic^  irrelevant,  and  pemiciom  in  the 
estreme.  We  do  not  profess  to  be  able  to  fathom  its  design ;  but  any  one  may 
see  that  its  tendency  is  to  throw  discredit  on  the  authority  of  Scripture,  and  BWne- 
thing  more  than  doubt  on  its  supematural  inspiration. 

TUs  strange  statement  is  followed  up  by  something  stranger  still, — namely,  bj 
what  seems  very  like  a  contradiction  of^it.  If  it  had  been  given  as  the  argDment  m 
lui  opponent,  what  follows  it  might  have  been  u^ed  as  a  satisfactory  re^ly ;  bat 
aa  the  two  tliingB  proceed  from  the  same  source,  we  can  only  see  in  their  joita- 
position  an  example  of  the  unusual  fact  that  a  fountain  may  send  forth,  at  Cbt 
same  place,  sweet  water  and  hitter.  After  telling  ua  that  Scripture  is  neither 
definite  nor  decimve  on  the  subject  of  its  own  inspiration,  and  doing  this  for  the 
puniose  of  dragging  in  the  uncalled-for  assertion  about  formal  theological  syetena, 
be  follows  this  up  by  saying  ;  *  Undoubtedly  there  is  a  vaat  multitude  of  passage 
in  which  the  inspired  writers  claim  to  be  delivering  the  direct  message  of  God. 
The  Scriptures  are  generally  called  the  "oracles  of  God,"  In  three  eeveral 
instances,  passages  from  the  Psalms  are  attributed  to  the  direct  inspiration  of  tbe 
Holy  Spirit.  St.  Peter  says  that  "  prophecy  came  not  in  old  time  by  the  will  of 
man,  but  holy  men  of  God  spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost;"  and 
he  says  that  the  Spirit  of  Chriat  was  in  the  prophets.  St.  Paul  saya  that  he  tangbt 
"  in  words  which  the  Holy  Spirit  teaoheth  ; "  that  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  able  to 
make  wise  imto  salvation,  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ ;  and  thait  ail  Scriptme  ie 
^ven  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  oorrec- 
uon,  for  instruction  in  righteousness.'  In  tbe  same  strain  he  proceeds  at  consider' 
able  length,  and  in  a.  way  that  can  be  done  consistently  only  from  a  belief  in  the 
highest  form  of  inspiration.  We  confess  our  inability  to  reconcile  aU  thia  with  the 
alleged  indcfinitenesa  and  indedaion  of  Scripture  on  the  subject  of  its  own  inspira- 
tion. It  is  the  sweet  water  after  the  bitter ;  bat  another  change  takes  place,  and 
the  stream  becomes  immediately  as  bitter  as  before.  The  natural  and  logical  cod- 
elusion  from  the  facta  referred  to  would  be  in  favour  of  pJenary  inapiration  j  but 
Dr.  Farrar  arrives  at  a  very  different  result :  '  That  these  fcts  and  these  paaaages,' 
says  he,  'do  undoubtedly  prove  the  very  deep  reverence  which  we  should  attach 
to  Holy  Scripture,  the  eiceptional  weight  and  sanctity  of  its  language,  and  its 
inestimable  value  as  the  ohi^  source  of  out  knowledge  respecting  the  nature  and 
wiU  of  God,  is  entirely  evident ;  bat  they  cannot,  except  by  a  fallacy  of  eiten- 
uou,  be  fairiy  regarded  as  attributing  infallibility  to  each  separate  statement  of 
Holy  Writ,  or  as  implying  tiiat  everylwok,  and  every  portion  of  every  book,  was 
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written  under  the  influeace  of  ezc«ptioiiBl  iUumination.'  It  the  fusts  and  passages 
to  which  refetence  is  here  m&de  do  not  implj  that  arerj  book,  And  every  portion 
of  every  book,  was  written  onder  the  influence  of  exceptional  illumination,  we 
cuDot  see  bow  tbey  '  undoubtedlj  prove  the  Ter;  deep  reverence  we  shonld  attach 


to  Hoi;  Scripture.'  If  these  facts  and  pnesages  do  not  prove  that  all  Scripture  is 
mpernaturally  inspired,  how  do  they  prove  that  this  is  true  of  any,  and  how  may 
ne  know  what  these  iuspiied  portions  are  ?  If  the  Scriptures  are  not  super- 
naturaUy  inspired,  why  speak  of  them  as  holy,  or  look  on  them  with  special  rever- 
oice?  The  premises  warrant  a  much  wider  cosclusiou  than  that  at  which  onr 
author  afrives.  The  facts  luid  pasaogeB  hearing  on  inspiration  uot  only  prove  that 
the  Holy  Scriptures  should  be  regaled  with  the  deepest  reverence,  tbey  plainly 
attribute  infallibility  to  each  separate  statement  of  Holy  "Writ.  What  is  here 
described  as  a  '  fallacy  of  extension'  is  the  only  conclusion  at  which  an  accnrate 
resaoner  can  come.  A  man  must  have  a  very  strangely  constituted  mind  who  can 
regard  Scripture  with  deep  reverence,  and  yet  have  no  faith  in  its  infallibility. 
Against  this  statement,  however,  we  have  a  much  more  eericus  complaint  than 
that  involved  in  its  illogical  cliaTact«r.  It  expresses  the  opinion  of  one  who  comes 
to  w  simply  in  the  garb  of  an  instructor,  who  has  profeasedly  no  theory  of  his  own 
to  support,  and  yet  speaka  in  such  a  way  as  to  destroy  faith  in  the  supemataral 
in^iration  of  Scripture.  It  is  also  a  contribution  to  a  work  which  profeeses  to 
aim  at  the  removal  of  honest  doubts  ;  and  yet  ita  natural  effect  must  be  to  envelope 
la  an  atmosphere  of  scepticism  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith, 

The  same  inconsiBtency  is  still  fnrtiier  shown  in  the  following : — '  The  apostles 
were  mitred  at  Fentacoat  with  the  tonguee  of  cloven  flame,  aiKl  were  full  of  t^ 
"  Holy  Ghoct ;"  yet  we  know  that  they  could  and  did  err,  and  that  in  seriona 
matters  connected  with  the  duties  of  everyday  life.'  The  fact  that  the  apoetles 
did  err  in  their  conduct  has  nothing  to  do  with  their  writings.  It  ie  not  neces- 
sary to  believe  that  they  were  in  all  circumstances  under  inf^llblo  guidance ;  bat 
after  making  this  irrelevant  statement,  Dr.  Farrar  concedes  all  that  the  advo- 
cate for  the  highest  inspiration  can  desire.  This  he  does  in  Hie  following  terms : — 
'  It  has  indeed  been  often  and  emphatically  denied  that  this  possibility  of  mistake 
awU  affect  them  in  what  they  wrote.  That  they  did  so  err  lam  not  so  irreverent 
as  to  assert ;  nor  has  ihe  leidat  learning  and  acvlesl  ingenwiy  of  scepticism  ever 
polaUd  to  one  complete  and  defhonstrabk  error  of  fact  or  doctrine  in  the  Old  or  New 
TuttoMnt.''  So  far  the  sweet ;  now  for  the  bitter.  This  great  concession  is  fol- 
lowed by  wiother  specimen  of  the  author's  peculiar  logic : — '  But  what  we  are  con- 
ndering  is  the  possibility  of  arriving  at  some  inflexible  theory  of  inspiration  ;  find 
it  is  at  least  a  reasonable  argument  to  suppose  that  there  may  be  a  real  analogy 
between  tbe  facta  and  the  laws  which  apply  to  the  lives  and  the  writings  of  inspiraa 
men.'  Dr.  Farrar  admits  that  no  error  in  fact  or  doctrine,  either  in  the  Old  or 
New  Testament,  has  been  demonstrated,  and  yet  tJunks  it  a  reasonable  argument 
to  suppose  tiiat,  as  the  sacred  writers  were  faJlible  in  their  lives,  they  may  have 
eired  in  their  writdngs.  This  is  surely  a  new  canon  in  reasoning.  We  have  not 
been  in  the  habit  of  looking  on  it  as  a  reasonahlo  argument,  or  aa  an  argument  at  all, 
to  make  euppositdona ;  and  we  can  scarcely  imagine  a  supposition  more  unieaBOn- 
able  than  the  one  here  made.  The  supposition  of  this  analogy  is  a  beg^nng  of  the 
whole  question.  It  is  a  blow  at  the  very  root  of  Scripture  infallibililr.  The 
ttroHgeet  partisan  could  not  betake  himself  to  a  mode  of  reasoning  more  despe- 
nte ;  and  yet  all  this  comes  from  a  writer  who  is  simply  an  educator,  and  has  no 
fiTourite  theory  to  support.  In  the  same  spirit  he  tells  us  that,  '  Except  by  a 
Bkriahly  lit«ral  interaretation,  and  a  fallacious  extension  of  applicability,  there  is 
no  passage  of  Holy  Scripture  that  can  be  made  to  bear  the  immense  weight  of 
meaning  laid  upon  it  by  those  who  maintain  that  all  Scripture,  down  to  itB 
niiniitcst  particular,  is  abHolut«ly  infaUible,  and  supematurally  inspired.'  If  theso 
*K  not  the  words  of  one  who  holds  that  the  Bible  contains  the  word  of  God,  but 
is  not  entitled  to  be  called  the  word  of  God,  we  do  not  know  in  what  terms  those 
ifho  hold  that  opinion  could  more  plainly  en>reBa  it.  He  admits  that  the  sacred 
writers  claim  that  they  wrote  by  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  but  asserts  that  thay 
Dcver  claim  for  themHelTes,  or  for  each  other,  any  '  purely  miraculous  exaltattou 
>bove  the  possibilities  of  human  perfection.'    The  same  idea  is  preaented  again 
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and  agtun,  of  whicli  the  followmg  ia  another  example : — '  Again,  a  doctrine  of  a 
contdnnoaE  inpernatnral  ioBpiratioa — of  an  mflnence  directly  and  immedistelj 
dirine  over  the  entire  extent  of  the'  sacred  Volame — seems  to  involTa  a  conduuon 
antagonistic  to  all  our  natural  feelinga  when  we  read  its  different  parts.'  fft 
admit  the  force  of  this,  if  by  natural  feelinp  Dr.  Farrar  meana  what  the  Apoitle 
Paul  calls  the  natural  man ;  but,  of  course,  thie  is  not  what  is  meant. 

Along  with  the  statement  mude  in  direct  oppomtion  to  the  BUpematnral  icsjm- 
tion  of  Scripture,  our  author  jireaenta,  in  the  fltrongeat  form,  the  objeodooi 
brought  against  this  doctrine,  without  erer  hinting  that  theae  objections  have  beet 
answered ;  and  sure!;  better  things  might  have  been  expected  of  one  whose  pn}- 
fessed  object  is  to  communicate  instruction.  We  cannot  help  pitying  every  reider 
of  the  Bible  Educator  who  can  obtain  no  more  information  oE  this  all-important 
subject  than  that  which  this  writer  hae  supplied. 

The  concluding  paragraph  begins  as  follows: — 'We  believe,  then,  with  an  un- 
feigned heart,  fervently,  that  Holy  Scripture  was  given  by  inspiraldon  of  God; 
that  in  it  is  contained  all  that  is  necessary  for  salvation.'  We  do  not  donM  tins 
declaration ;  but,  alas !  Dr.  Farrar's  teaching  will  not  produce  the  same  unfeigned 
faith  in  all  who  sit  at  his  feet.  Having  industriously  removed  the  onlj  kIM 
pedestal  on  which  faith  can  obtain  a  footing,  he  may  boldly  take  his  atanA  at 
nothing,  or  think  it  a  reasonable  ailment  to  suppose  something ;  but  many  will  Mt 
be  able  to  follow  his  example.  Every  accurate  reasoner  who  gets  the  length  HH 
author  has  got  must  go  a  great  deal  farther. 

In  his  last  words  we  have  another  example  of  sweet  and  bitter  from  the  aame 
fountain.  We  believe  that  in  reading  it  (Holy  Scripture)  we  are  reding  the  Will, 
the  Message,  the  dealings  of  God  as  they  were  ntade  manifest  by  the  light  of 
His  Spirit  to  the  minds  of  messengers  whom  He  selected ;  but  that  these  measageo 
were  not,  for  the  most  part,  revealed  by  openings  of  the-  heaven  and  nneartilj 
Toioes  in  the  air ;  not  by  signs  and  wonders  to  startle  and  overwhelm ;  not  ^ 
shoeka  ot  visible  manifestations,  sudden  and  violent ;  but  by  spiritual  igendes, 
analogous  to,  though  far  intenser  than,  those  whereby,  in  (d!  ages,  God,  who  ii 
the  God  not  of  churches  only,  but  of  all  mankind,  has  inspired  and  illDininiited 
the  hearts  of  aU  mankind.'^  If  the  writer  of  these  words  does  not  believe  in  the 
voice  from  heaven  at  the  ba|jtism  and  the  transfiguration  of  Jesus,  if  he  does 
not  believe  in  the  dgns  and  woadeis  that  accompanied  the  teaching  of  oar  Loid 
and  His  apostles,  his  faith  in  the  inspiration  of  Scripture  must  be  of  the  lowwt 
degree ;  and  if  he  does  believe  these  things,  he  is  by  implication  ascribing  senfi- 
ments  to  those  who  hold  by  the  supernatural  inspiration  of  Scripture  which  thej 
do  not  maintain.  They  believe,  as  well  as  he  does,  that  tiiese  messages  were  not,  fw 
the  most  part,  revealed  by  '  openings  of  the  heaven,  and  unearthly  voices  in  the 
.  wr;  not  by  siens  and  wondere  to  startle  and  overwhelm.'  We  dare  not  flhwge 
our  author  with  infidelity  and  irreverence,  although  such  writing  ciinnot  but  b^ 
\a  make  infidels ;  we  prrfer  the  minor  charge  of  special  pleading.  But  what  ot  ha 
character  as  a  teacher?  He  claims  our  att«nlion  at  the  outset,  and  gains  it,  seta 
educator ;  but  the  teacher  gradually  changes  into  the  undisguised  polemic,  andhii 
fondness  for  battle  becomes  at  length  so  strong,  that  he  finishes  his  campaign  1? 
setting  up  and  knocking  down  a  man  of  straw. 

_We  have  only  to  say,  in  conduaon,  that  we  have  read  Dr.  Farrar's  dis8ertati<B 
with  sorrow  and  disappointment,  although,  from  the  fair  promise  held  ont,  w 
be^n  with  the  strongest  prepossession  in  its  favour.  It  is  very  sad  to  find  the 
highest  names  in  the  Church  of  England  laying  down  a  foundation  on  which  no 
superstructure  but  infidelity  can  be  rationaUy  built.  If  the  Bible  only  contfUM 
the  word  of  God,  who  can  tell  what  portions  of  it  arc  to  be  so  regarded?  If  the 
sacred  writere  were  not  infallibly  guided  in  all  they  wrote,  who  can  tell  when  Ui^ 
are  right  and  when  they  are  wrong?  There  is  nothing  left  to  follow  but  the  (M 
deist's  guide — the  light  of  nature.  Dr.  Farrar  and  his  school  have  undertaken  the 
heavy  task  of  putting  both  themselves  and  the  Bible  right.  They  firet  seek  the 
word  of  God  from  the  light  that  is  in  them,  and  having,  as  they  imagine,  fonnd  it 
there,  they  next  seek  for  it  in  the  Bible,  and  mark  off  as  the  word  of  God  tho« 
portions  of  the  Bible  that  agree  with  them.  Men  who  impose  on  themselves  snd 
an  awful  task  would  require  to  know  more  and  to  reason  more  accurately  th« 
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tbsf  geoenlly  do.  Along  with  mnch  to  lametit,  we  letrn  one  leBson, — and  it  would 
be  ft  good  thing  if  respectable  publuhera  like  Mevrs.  Cauel,  Fetter,  &  Gal^ 
would  learn  it  too.  It  la  no  security  that  a  book  teacbea  Bonud  doctrinea  to  be  told 
that  its  author  holds  some  of  the  highest  otSces  in  the  Eogliih  Church.  Even  the 
master  of  a  college  and  a.  chaplaia  to  the  Queen  toa-j  be  fouod  on  the  side  of  error, 
while  profeodng  to  teach  truth.  R.  B. 


SCOTTISH  HYMN-WRITERS. 

BY  REV.  WILLIAU  THOMSON, 

Is  taking  a  rapid  survef  of  the  bonaur-  son^  on  the  coiiflict  between  the  fl(«h 

ahle  ndf  of  Scotchmen  who  have  at  and  the  spirit,  a  song  of  the  ctoss,  and 

various  periods  made  contributions  to  paraphraaes  of  two  parablee ;  and  they 

our  Protestant   hfrnnologr,  we   must  mainly  relate  to  .the    events    of    our 

start  from  the  time  of  the  Kefotmation.  Lord's    incamation,    life,    death,    and 

Most  historians  acknowledge  the  good  resurrection.      These  are  found  to  bo 

serrice  rendered  to  the  cause  of  Bible  either  renderings  of  original  German 

trath  in    that   age   by   Buchanan   and  hymns,  or  verrioos  of  hymns  that  came 

Lindsay,  who  exposed  and  chastised  by  to    the  German    Church  through    the 

their  keen  satire  the  folliee  and  Ticee  M  I^atin.      Then  come  metrical  versiooB 

the   Romish   clergy.      But  there   were  of    a   considerable   nnmber  of    raftlmp 

others  who  were  not  leas  useful  in  that  These  are  foUowed  by  sundry  hymni, 

life-and-death  struggle,  and  who  have  some   of   which    are    not  wanting   in 

scarcely  yet  mceiTed  from  their  country  pathos    aitd    beauty ;    and  by  seTeral 

their  due  meed  of  honour, ^~nien  who  adaptationi  of  seciuar  and  well-known 

sought  not  merely  to  pull  down  but  songs  to  religious  subjects,  the  chorus 

to  Build  up,  and  who,  by  their  lyrical  of  the  original  being  aQmetimes  retained. 

Sroductions,  did  much  to  implant  and  The  fact  that  a  large  portion  of  these 

xter  genuine  godliness,  to  sustain  the  spiritual    songs   and    '  godly    ballates ' 

spirits  of  those  who  were  suffering  for  are  close  renderings  of  the  hymns  of 

the  truth,   and    thus   to    ensure    the  Luther  and  his  compeers,  is  explained 

triumph  in  our  country  of  the  refcoTncd  by  the  other  fact  that  tjiey  were  the 

iai^L.  productions  of    a    Scotch   exUe,   who, 

About  IMO  a  collection  of  '  spiritual  when  in  Germany,  was   an   intimate 

EOngs  and  godlie  ballates,'  written  in  friend  and   associate    of    the    leading 

the  Temacolar  Scotch,  came  into  exten-  German  Reformers,  so  that  they  form 

sire  use  in  Scotland,  which  is  known  an  interesting  though  almost  forgotten 

to  bare  exerted  a  powerful  influence,  link  between  the  Reformation  in  our 

especially  among  the  peasantry  in  rural  own  coontir  and    that  in  Protestant 

disticts   and  substantial   burghers    in  Gennanj^.    It  is  admitted  that  in  these 

towns,  in  bringing  about  the  downfall  oompowtioiM   there    is  occauonally  an 

of  Romanism.     At  a  later  period  these  incongruons  intermixture  of  the  sacred 

soagi  and  ballads  come  to  be  known  and  uie  secnlar,  which  is  offensive  to 

by  the  name  of  the  '  Dundee  Psalms,'  a  correct  taste.     On  this  account  they 

a  circumstance  which  defines  the  place  have  been  severely  handled  by  some 

where  the  book   had    its  origin.      It  critics.     Uotherwell  eoes  so  far  as  to 

consisted   of  three   or  four  parts.      It  charge  the  writer  with  'absurdity  and 

commenced  with  the  Ten  Command-  indecency.'    But  to  judge  them  by  the 

menta,  the  Apostles'  Creed,  the  Lord's  standard  of  the  Jiineteenth  century  is  to 

Prayer,  a  doctrinal  statement  regarding  ignore  the  circumstances  of  the  time 

baptism,  and  the  account  given  in  Ist  which  gave  them  birth,  and  to  which 

Ckninthiana  of  the  institution  of    the  they  were  thoroughly  adapted.    It  muet 

Lord's  Supper, — these  being  translated  be  remembered  Uiat  in  the  middle  of 

from  the  German   of   Luther.      Then  the  sixteenth  century  tew    people    in 

came  five  metrical  versions  of  Luther's  Scotland  could  read ;  that  the  Church 

Imons  on  the  Decalogue,  the  Greed,  had  long  ceased  to  be  an  instructor,  its 

Baptttm,  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  the  public    services    being   conducted,    or 
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rather  mumbled,  in  a  Latin  jargtm 
wbii^  nobody  nuderetood ;  and  that  the 
igDorance  which  prevailed  amoog  the 
clergy  was  in  many  caeea  about  as 
deplorable  as  that  of  the  laity.  The 
Biahop  of  Dunkeld,  according  to  Foxe 
tie  martyrologiflt,  aaeerted  '  atontlie '  to 
tiie  Vicar  of  Dollar,  '  I  thanke  God  that 
I  nerer  knew  what  the  Old  and  the 
New  Testament  was.'  As  he  was  pro- 
bably no  norae  than  the  priests  of  his 
diocese  and  the  majority  of  his  brother- 
bishops,  it  was  no  (^umny  for  Sir 
David  Lindsay,  in  Arte  pleasant  Salyre 
of  the  Thrie  Estaitis,  to  repreaent  the 
Scot(^  clergy  of  those  days  as  making 
the  following  acknowledgment : — 

•  I  rmd  uevec  the  New  Testamont  nor  Auld, 
Nor  eyer  thioka  to  do,  air,  be  the  Bnde. 
I  hoir  fiiara  wy  that  reiding  doia  n&  gade.' 

The  difiueion  of  goepel  truth  vas  in 
those  days  a  work  both  of  difficulty 
and  danger;  and  it  were  unjust  to  pass 
severe  ceneure  on  the  methods  employed 
1^  frienda  of  the  Beformatioil,  which 
may  possibly  have  been  the  only  methods 
whicn  were  available.  The  spiritual 
sons:  of  -the  joiner  in  his  workshop,  the 
gixQy  1»Uaa  of  the  peasant  at  bis 
pbngh  or  the  reaper  in  the  harvest- 
field,  and  tbe  psalm  of  the  milkmaid 
vhen  filling  her  pul,  would  escape  th(f 
notice  of  jealous  ecclesiastics,  and  yet 
help  forward  a  great  reroldtion  in  reli- 
gious convicUon  and  feeling.  Scotland 
was  not  the  only  country  in  which 
this  instnunentality  was  used  by  the 
friends  of  the  Reformation.  It  was  had 
recourse  to  in  Germany,  Italy,  France, 
and  Holland ;  and  even  the  bi^ps  of 
Borne  in  some  cases  copied  the  example 
of  the  Reformers,  and  endeavoured  to 
counteract  their  efforts  hy  introducing  a 
similar  t^ency.  A  Romish  metrical 
version  of  the  Psalms  in  Flemish,  pub- 
lished at  Antwerp  in  1510,  has  actually, 
at  the  beginning  of  each  psalm,  the  first 
line  of  a  ballad  m  the  same  metre. 

The  air  of  '  Scots  wha  hae  wi'  Wallace 
bled,'  the  original  name  of  which  was 
'  Hey  now  the  Day  dawis,'  is  said  by 
tradition  to  have  been  Bruce's  march  at 
Bannochbum.  It  is  undoubtedly  old, 
for  it  was  a  popular  and  weli-known 
tune  in  1518,  being  referred  to  as  such 
at  that  date  by  Gawin  Douglas,  Bishop 
of  Dunkeld.  Here  is  one  of  the 
'  spiritual  songs '  circulated  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Reformation,  and  designed 


for  that    bold    and  spirited    moaical 

'  H>7  BOW  the  day  dallis. 
Now  Christ  on  us  oallls. 
Now  welth  on  our  vallu 

Appeiris  aoooe : 
Now  the  word  of  God  rings, 
WhUk  ia  Einec  of  nil  kingi, 
Now  Chrfsiis  flock  aioga 

Tha  night  is  neere  gone. 


'  Wo  be  to  yon,  Paip  and  Cardinall, 
T  traiat  to  God  ye  sail  get  ans  tiJI, 
With  manMB,  prteslo,  and  friers  iJI, 

That  trisUB  DOght  ia  Qod  ilaDe: 
For  mil  jour  greit  pompe  sud  pride. 
The  word  of  Ood  ;e  aaJl  not  hide, 
Nor  ;e(  nae  mair  till  us  be  guides 

Tho  night  ie  neere  gone,'  etc. 

Another,  whose  subject,  as  is  shown  by 
the  refrain,  is  the  gospel  remedy,  ma; 
be  quoted  as  an  average  specimen  in 
these  songs.  It  has  the  true  RefomiH- 
tion  ring : — 

'  AlTace  I  that  name  aweit  tu» 

Thmt  deit  upon  &ne  tree, 

To  porohos  mantynde  peaw^ 

From  sin  to  ntak  us  free, 

AUone  to  be  our  remedia. 

'  Togr^th  [prepare]  our  placa  (all  fMll 
Ha  is  ascendit  hie, 
And  left  with  aa  his  Sprei^ 
To  worship  spiritual  lie, 

Oalle  to  be  our  remadie. 


'  Sot  Christ  we  neid  n&thlDg 

Quhsir  throw  eauit  we  auld  be. 
[By  which  we  should  be  saved.] 
"'  is  ana  potent  Eiag, 


Nor  zit  can  mak  us  remedia. 

'  Wa  hsne  dwelt  all  to  lang 
In  tils  hypocpisie : 
Trew  faith,  Lord,  mak  ue  fang  [gnifi 
Wirlmnd  fnorkiniFl  hn  chu-ibe. 
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These  rude  compositions,  in  the  yer-  the  Univerfflty  of  St.  AndrewB,  tlire« 

naculsr  of  the  period,  were  printed  at  brothera  were  enrolled  as  pupils,  all  of 

some  foreign  preu,probablj  in  Grermany,  whom  came  to  espouse  the  reformed 

and  were  in  the  tot  ioBtance  clandea-  doctrinca.      I^ej  were  sons  of  Juom 

tioely  brought   into    Scotland,   in    all  Wedderbum,  a  Dundee  merchant,  who 

prabability  in  the  form  of   broadBides.  appcBrs  to  have  been  a  man  of  wealth 

Travelling  merchants  carried  copies  of  and  good  social  position.     Jamea,  tlie 

them  as  part  of  their  wares,  and  sold  eldest  of  these  youths,  vaa  incorpomt«d 

them  in  every  village  and  rural  home-  into  the   University   in   1516.      While 

Btewi.     They  were  eagerly  bought  by  receivinginBtructionsinsecularleaming, 

such  as  could  read,  and  greedily  com-  he  is  said  to  have  been  partially  indoc- 

micted  to  memory.     About  1570  James  trinated  in  the  new  faith  by  his  regent, 

Melrille  states  that  a  travelling  chapman  who  was  favourable  to  the  Reformation ; 

—(this  claae  of  traders  were  tiie  colpor-  and  on  his  return  to   Dundee  from  a 

ieura  of  the  period) — had  been  in  use  to  residence  in  France,  whither  he  betotA 

bring  these   productions   to  Montrose :  himself,  probably,  to  acquire  a  Inow- 

'He    showed    me    first    Wedderbom's  ledge  of  hie  profeaaion  as  a  merchant, 

Songs,  whereof  I  learned  diverse  pdrcueir  he  was  led  to  a  clearer  and  fuller  view 

[by  heart]  with  great  diversitie  of  tones.'  of  scriptural  truth  by  Friar  Hewat,  a 

We  know   that  as   early  as   1M6  the  Dominican  monk  of   the  monastery  of 

translations  of  the  Psalms,  which  were  that    order   in  Dundee,   who    secretly 

dreolated  along  with   the  songs  and  empathized  with  the  new  school    of 

godly   baUada,    were   song    at  family  tliought.    James  Wedderbum  composed 

noi^ip   in  Scotland.      In  that   year  certam  Scotch  dramas,  in  which,  after 

George  Wishart  suffered  martyrdom  at  the    manner    of    his    contemporaries, 

St.    Audrem.      Enoz    tells    ns    that  Lindsay  and  Buchanan,  he  exposed  the 

Wishart    was    a    guest   at    Ormiston  cormptions    of    the   dergy    and    the 

House  when  he  was  apprehended  and  abuses  of  the  Church  of  Rome.      The 

foully  betrayed  by  Bothwell.      '  After  result    was,   that    in    1540,   letters  of 

■upper,  he'  (Wisharij)  'held  comfortable  caption  having,  at  the  instance  of  the 

purpose  of  the  death  of  God's  chosen  ecclesiastical  authorities,  been  directed 

children,   and  merrily  eaid,   "  Methinta  against  him,  he  fled  secretly  to  France, 

that  I  desire  earnestly  to  sleep ; "  and  and  established  himself  as  a  merchuit 

therewith  he  said,  "  Well  sing  a  psalm."  in  Rouen  or  Dieppe,  where  he  remained 

And  BO  he  appointed  the  51st  Fsalm,  until    his     death.       Calderwood     the 

which  was  put  in  Scottish  metre,  and  historian  states  that  certain  Scotch  or 

bi^anthos: —  English  merchants  at  Dii^pe  sought  to 
hand  him  over  to  the  tender  mercies  of 
Rome,  delating  him  to  the  Bishop  of 
Rouen  as  a  heretJc  in  Scotland ;  but, 

"bich  being  ended,  he  passed  to  cham-  be  it  said  to  the  credit  of  the  bishop,  he 

ber,  and  sooner  than  his  eonamon  diet  refused   to   meddle   with   Wedderbum, 

was,  passed  to  bed  with  these  words,  because  nothing  could  be  proved  against 

"God  grant  quiet  rest."     Before  mid-  him.* 

iiigbt  die  place  was  beset  about,  that  John  Wedderbum,  who  was  edacated 

none  could  escape  to  make  advertise-  at    St.    Leonard's    College,    took     Ids 

uwnt.    The  Earl  of  Bothwell  came  and  degrees   at  St.    Andrews  University  in 

cried  for  the  Uurd,  and  declared  the  1526-28,    being    a    contemporary    of 

purpose,  and  said  it  was  vain  to  make  Patrick  Hamilton,  the  youthful  martyr, 

him  hold  his  house,   for  the  governor  whose  prelections,  as  well  as  those  of 

and  the  cardinal,  with  all  their  power,  logic,  he  may  have  attended.      It  is 

were  coming,' etc.    The  above  lines  form  every  way  probable  that  he  witnemed 

the  commencement  of  the  2d  verse  of  the    scene  of    martyrdom    which    was 

Paalm  Hi.  in  the  '  Compendious  Booke  enacted  at  the  gates  of  St  Salvador's 

of  Fsdms,'  etc — (Knox's  Histora.')  College  on  the  last  day  of  February 

It  ia  time  to  mention  what  little  is  1528,  when  Hamilton  fell  a  sacrifice  to 

l^cwn  of  the  anthor  or  authors  of  the  the  wrath    of    Rome,   and  sealed  Ids 

collection  of  which  we  have  been  speak-  testimony  to  the  gospel  with  bis  blood. 

ing..    During    the    regency   of    Gavin  .  Caid.  EiH^   Wodrow  Society  edition, 

''Ogie  m  the  Stt  Leonard's  College  of  vol.  i.  p.  ill. 
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Having  been  adriaol,  coutTSiy  to  hi^  ^ittemberg,  in  preparine  the  b«nuu 

own  withea,  to  enter  into  priest's  ordeia,  and  ballads  in  the  Scotch  vemacniar, 

he,  as  well   as  his   joaagtri    brother  which,  as  we  hare  seen,  were  destined 

Kobert,  acted  for  a  time  as  a  priest  b  to  wield  a  powerful  inflaence  otct  his 

Dundee.     Lindeaay  of  PitSCOttie,  auder  countrymen   in  the   struggles   of    that 

the    year    1630,    calls   him   Yicar    of  period.      About    1542,  taking   adran- 

Dundee.*       Intercourse     with     Friar  tago    of    an    interval    of    comparatiTe 

Hewat    was   the   means    of    bringing  respite  from  persecation,  be  retnnied 

him    to    a    fnller    knowledge   of   the  to    Scotland ;    but    about   four   yean 

truth ;  and  at  length  he  openly  avowed  afterwards,  so  obnoxiouti  bad  he  be- 

hia  convictions.    Being  cited  to  appear  come  to   the    Romish  party,    he   was 

before  his  eccleaastical  auperiois  on  a  obliged    a    second    time  to    flee  from 

charge  of  heresy,  about  1539,  he  effected  his  natire  country.    This  second  period 

his  escape  from  their  grasp,  and  found  of  ezUe,  which  lasted  for  ten  years,  he 

his  way  to  Wittemberg,  where  he  joined  spent  chiefly  in  England,  where  he  died 

his  exiled  countrymen,  Alan,  Fyff,  and  in  1556. 

M'Al^e,    and    many    talented    and  Although  the  Guile  and  GodHeBaUaUt 

earnest  refugees  from  other  countries,  axe  known    to   have    passed   through 

and  was  with  them  admitted  to  close  several  editions,  of  which  hondreds  (f 

intimacy  and  intercourse  with  Luther  copies  were  printed  towards  the  close 

and  Melancthon,  and  the  other  leaders  of  the  sixteenth  centory,  it  is  a  remark- 

of  the  Reformation  in  Germany.    To  his  able  fact  that  the  book  has  made  a  Teiy 

contact  with  these  spiritual  heroes  we  narrow  escape  from  becoming  extinct 

most  mainly  trace  the  firm  hold  which  During  the  last  century  no  pubUc  Ubraiy 

he  got  and  retained  of  the  evangelical  was  known  to  possess  a  copy.    The  only 

theology    which    underlies   bis  songs,  copies  discovered  in  any  private  collec- 

Influenced  probably  by  their  advice,  as  tion  were  one  of  Andro  Hart's  edition  of 

well  as  by  their  example,  and  inspired  1621,  with  the  date  cut  off;  another 

by  the  stmgs   in  which    the    German  with  the  title-page  entire ;  a  copy  of  an 

disciples,  of    the    Reformation     then  earlier  edition,  by  Smyth,  of  1600;  and 

expressed  their   new-born    hopes   and  more  recently,  a  copy  of  the  1578  edi- 

joys,  John.  Wedderbnm  seems  to  have  tion,  which  came  into  the  posae^n  of 

BDOQ  found   congenial  employment  for  Wm.   H.  Miller,  Esq.  of  Craigentinny, 

his  powers  as  a  poet  while  resident  at  and  is  now  in  the  Ubrary  at  Britwell, 
BuckinghamBhire.     This  last  is  the  soli- 

■Lmaei»yreUl«aMilncidflntt.f  theVicar  tary  copy   now   extant   of    the   ealKer 

sr,rx?.'sn?d'.'irs'S'"i^-  ~pr«.^..oi.tak,Kd.i.k.«™to 

whioh  shows  not  only  that  hs  look  place  have  been  multiplied  by  many  hundreds, 

amoDg  the  landed  gentry,  but  thftt  be  wus  in  and  to  have  been  treasured  in  many  a 

yontb  &8  skilled  in  the  nse  of  the  bow  us  ho  Scottish  homestead.*'    How  ia  this  fact 

afterwards  b&oame  to  the  use  of  thfl  saored  to   be   explained?      Obviously   bv   Uie 

&^t^^  r  J^fi^  ts^^r/LTo  determined  effort  of  the  then  dominant 

rejMint  of  Code  and  Qadlg  BallaUt,  Edlo-  power  of   Jiie   Papacy    to    consign  to 

burgh,  ISdS.    Lord  William  Howard  having  oblivion  a  work  which  was  so  obnoxioiis. 

come  to  Bootlaad  (1530)  aa  ambassador,  with  Every  copy  on  which  the  Romish  autiw- 

a  large  retinue  of  persons  skilled  in  all  Wada  rities,  by  dint  of  stringent  search,  coald 

of  games,  among  trials  of  akJl  which  took  ,„„    2i^.    l._j     wbs    i-nnfiarntJ)    and 

placa,  one  was  that  of  archery.    The  Queen  t',  """^   "*?'*'   **,^    ConHscated    ana 

Dowager,  sister  of  Henry  Tin.,  laid  a  wager  ocstroyed.      John    Jonston,    who    was 

wUhherson, theyowi^king,Df  onehnndred  Professor  at  St.  Andrews  at  the  clcee 

orownB  and  a  ton  of  wme.  on  tho  anperiority  of    the   sixteenth   century,    in   an   un- 

of  the  EngliBh  ovei  the  eooto-Bix  persons  pubUshed    work,    entitled    Oe  Cormil 

S:^'^°8L  Z^'t^'^^if  si^''o±n*t^  ^«^'J"""  '■"  ^'-"^'  commemorates  the 

the  Scots  were  three  of  the  Unded  men,  *  All  risk  of  the  eitinotion  of  no  Intemt- 

Savld  WemySB  of  that  i^   David  Amot  of  ing  a   reiio  of  a  post  age  is  now  hapidly 

that  ilk,  and  Mr.  John  Woddorburn,  Vicar  obviated  by  the    recent  isaoe— Edinhnreh, 

of   Dundee,    with   three   yeomen  i—'Th^  1888 — of  a  oaitfully  edited  impression  rf  » 

shot  very  near,  and  warisd  Ijgot  tho  better  of]      repr'-'     '    "■-    """ ' —   "-    *" 

tho  Englishmen  of  the  enlerprise,  and  wan  T.Kii 
"■'  "---''            s  and  the  tun  of  wine] 
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intense  hatted  ot  the  Bomiah  Chorch 
to  John  WedderbuTD,  the  beloved  Bptrit- 
oal  songBter  of  his  countrj' : — 
'  Sic  facds  >tqae  cftnis  Nwra ;  sio  agis  omnia, 

Suiotias,  et  nQBqnun  pniior  ulla  fides. 
Hinc  nnlloM  mitgls  invisDia  oapat  hostibiu ; 
bino  et 
Hemo  nDqiwm  memit  oharlor  esse  bonla.' 


the  remembrance  of  Scotchmen,  iB  ui 
emphatic  teBtunouy  to  bie  worth  Ei&d  hie 
work,  and  nettles  bejroud  queation  the 
fact  tjiat  it  WM  to  h^  that  our  hthera 
were  chiefly  indebted  for  those  songs 
which  thej  BO  highly  valued.  It  was 
Wedderbum's  hook  that  was  chiefly 
aimed  at  in  the  cantm  made  at  the 


Council  of  the  Scottish  olen;y  in  1M9, 
in  which  it  was  eniomed  that  searcli 
shotfld  be  made  in  the  several  dioceeea 
tor  thoee  who  retain  in  their  poBBeesioti 
any  books  of  rhymes  or  balfada,  con- 
taining either  charges  agaicBt  the  clergy 
or  any  heresy ;  that  the  books  should  be 
confiscated  and  burnt;  and  that  the 
sale,  printing,  and  reading  of  them 
ehould  be  prohibited,  nnder  the  severe 
penalties  contained  in  the  Acta  of  Par- 
liament.* 

In  the  early  part  of  the  BereuteenUi 
century  'thecompendioQ^booke'Kradn- 
&lly  fell  into  disuse,  and  was  at  lengtli 
superseded  by  the  general  introductioii 
of  tbe  metrical  version  of  the  Psalms  by 
Stemhold  and  Ho^ina,  long  known 
in  Scotland  as  '  the  Old  Psalms.' 
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AuoNG  the  familiar  faoea  at  our  annual 
gynodical  gathering — familiar,  at  least, 
to  veiy  many  of  £e  older  brethren — 
will  this  year  be  missed  that  of  one 
who,  alfliougfa  a  silent  member,  was 
warmly  intereated  in  ita  proceedinsa, 
and  was  unfailing  in  bis  a^ndanoe  for 
more  thsji  thirty  years, — Bev.  John 
Uuir,  Newtyle.  He  died  at  his  manae 
there,  after  a  abort  illness,  on  19tb 
January,  in  the  67th  yeat  of  his  age  and 
SGth  of  his  ministry.  The  immediate 
cause  of  death  was  congeatiou  of  tlie 
lungs,  but  for  two  ^ears  previously  he 
had  been  in  impaired  nealtb,  from 
repeated  attacks  of  angina  pectoris. 
Doriug  that  time  he  had  retired  from 
the  active  datiee  of  bis  charge,  but  as 
late  as  December  last  be  was  stiU  acting 
aa  clerk  of  the  Dundee  Preabytery, 
irhich  office  he  held,  and  discharged  ite 
dati«g  with  uncommon  tact  and  ability, 
Biace  1845.  Mr.  Muir  was  a  native  of 
Ayr,  and  was  brought  up  under  the 
ministry  of  Dr.  Scbaw ;  studied  at 
Glasgow,  where  he  enjoyed  the  lepata- 


Holm  of  Balfron,  who  is  now  left  alone 
to  moom  his  loss.  The  life  of  Mr.  Muir, 
like  that  of  the  majority  of  country 
ministers,  was  for  the  most  psit  un- 
eventful, being  spent  in  the  diligent 
and  patient  performance  of  dutira  which, 
from  day  to  day  and  from  year  to  year, 
turn  up  and  repeat  tliameelves  very 
much  after  the  same  form,  although  in 
his  ease  th^  were  not  confined  to  the 
proper  work  of  his  sphere  or  calling, 
but  were  made  to  embrace  tbe  generL 
good  of  the  country  side.  Hia.practical 
good  aeose,  bis  warm,  generous  nature, 
his  cheery  spirit  and  manner,  hia  friend- 
liness and  aeeeaubility,  which  invited 
confidence,  together  with  his  wide 
knowledge  of  men  and  human  afFaia 
— tbeae  combined  made  him  a  wise 
counsellor  and  ready  helper  in  times 
of  trouble  and  difficulty,  and  for  years 
to  come  he  will  be  sadly  missed  by 
many,  especially  from  among  the  poor 
and  neglected,  who  SQUghthia  advice, 
and  who  were  wont  to  lean  upon  him  as 
a  staff.     Like  many  another  c 


tiOD  of  a  diligent  and  moat  respectable  minister  in  the  obecurer  cornere  of  the 

atudent ;  and  after  licence  by  one  of  our  vineyard,  Mr.  Mnir  was  intelleotually  a 

vestern  prrabyteries, — Kilmarnock,  we  better  man  than  bis  poaition ;  but  as  a 

heheve, — waa  ordiuned  first  minister  of  preacher,  hia  manner  was  not  equal  to 

Hewtyle,  February  1838.    He  was  mar-  bis  matter,  nor  bis  language    to   his 

ned  in  1861  to  Miss  Jessie  Thomson,  thought,  and  he  was  destitute  of  the 

daughter  of  tlie  late  Bev.  Dr.  Thomson,  rhetorical  tricks  or  graces  tlkat  often 


;  At  Sacred  Pottry  of  tht  SeeOish  Se/ormaiion. 


y  Alex.  P. 
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find  a  ready  scceptotice  for  inferior  It  vae  by  vay  of  introdacing  a  qaoia- 
Diea.  Such  able  men,  however,  have  tion  or  two  from  said  eermoD  that  the 
tiieir  uaea,  and  importaiLt  uses,  in  foregoing  eentences  were  written,  which. 
narrow  spheres.  They  giye  a  moral  however,  by  a  special  inspiration  of 
support  to  a  good  cause  in  pinoee  where,  affection  moving  the  writer,  and  vliidt 
tried  by  the  number  of  ite  adherents,  he  does  not  oare  to  diiigmse,  are  nuxe 
tite  canae  is  weak ;  and  in  rural  districts  than  he  intended.  The  same  caoge 
they  find  scope  and  leisure  for  the  exer-  must  be  his  excuse  for  a  few  wotda 
cise  of  gifts  that  find  their  way  to  the  additional.  No  one  who  knew  Mr. 
world  better  through  the  medium  of  Muir  could  donbt  for  a  moment  lii» 
printed  books  than  through  the  utter-  genuinely  Christian  character,  wbidi 
ances  of  spokes  discourse.  Mr.  Muir  went  to  the  very  root  and  core  of  hk 
did  not  aspire  t«  be  a  writer  of  books,  nature,  and  made  him  a  true  man 
bnt,  mentally  and  morally,  he  was  so  through  and  through.  Being  natoially 
large  a  figure  in  that  Forfarshire  village  honest,  sincere,  manly,  a  hater  of  pw- 
and  district,  and  was  bo  rauch  a  govern-  tence  and  display  of  every  kind,  braad, 
ing  element  in  the  social  life  there  for  genial,  and  with  a  lich  flow  of  humour, 
coDsiderablj  more  than  a  generation  of  his  piety  was  of  that  type  which  is  the 
"  '  ''  '  D  exaggeration  to  say  fartuest  remove  from  the  effosire  in 
light  of  the  region  h^  speech  and  manner,  or  the  mawkish  or 
t  he  is  gone ;  uthough  aacetical  in  spirit,  but  which  is  attnc- 
there  is  tjiia  great  comfort  by  way  of  tive  to  those  who  love  a  religion  Uitt 
compensation,  that  the  improving  mark  sweetens  and  pnrifiea  the  mor^  natnie, 
he  pnt  upon  the  people  ho  has  left  and  is  less  seen  in  isolated  acts  or  ia 
behmd  him,  by  his  life  and  labours,  outward  prtftesMons  than  in  the  dear 
will  not  be  lightlv  effaced.  The  tempts-  shining  of  a  holy,  happy,  and  conaiatent 
tions  among  ministers  in  rural  districts  life.  Mr.  Mnir  was  strictly  orthodox  in 
to  become  trivial  among  trivial  concerns,  his  religious  creed,  but  not  more  eo 
or  to  waste  their  powers  by  disuse,  were  than  he  was  tolerant  of  the  opinions  of 
in  him  overcome  by  a  strong- love  for  others.  He  loved  the  doctrines  most 
books,  on  a  wide  variety  of  subjects,  commonly  taught  and  believed  among 
which  he  fostered  throughout  the  entire  us,  the  old  gospel, — what  may  be  called 
course  of  his  ministry ;  and  also  by  his  the  traditional  gospel  of  our  Church,— 
close  neighbourhood  to  men  of  ua-  which  he  had  made  hia  own  by  stadj 
common  mark,  such  as  the  late  Mr.  and  conviction,  and  which  he  proclaimed 
Hogg  of  Alyth,  Dr.  Haraball  of  faithfully  throughout  the  entire  coarse 
Coupar-Ansus,  and  Mr.  Gilfillan  of  Dun-  of  his  ministry,  but  without  a  trace  of 
dee.  Mr-  Mnir  was  the  intimate  friend  dogmatism  or  bigotry.  His  preaching 
of  those  eminent  brethren,  to  know  was  a  blending  of  the  expiatory  and 
whom,  or  any  one  of  them,  was  itself  practical— the  most  useful  kind  of  ptdjat 
an  eduoation.  To  the  last-named  prelecting;  and  although  lai^king  in 
gentleman  he  was  largely  .  indebted  the  external  elements  of  attractiveneu 
for  his  literary  tAst«s  and  for  his  wide  already  referred  to,  was  yet  most  accept- 
'  acquaintance  with  general  literature ;  able  to  his  own  people,  and  to  aJi  wbo 
and  from  a  variety  of  causes,  partly  had  relish  and  appreciation  for  au 
because  they  were  co-presbyters,  and  instructive  and  edifying  discourse.  His 
had  known  each  other  slightly  OS  feUow-  talent  for  busineaa  was  admirable,  M 
etudenta,  but  principally  because  beneath  was  evidenced  by  the  careful  andeiact 
wide  iKfferencee  of  character  and  temper-  manner  in  which  he  recorded  the  deeds 
ament  there  lay  points  of  sympathy,  very  of  presbytery,  the  procedure  gf  whidi 
early  in  their  ministry  there  sprang  up  in  addition,  during  a  long  course  of 
between  Mr.  GilfiBan  and  Mr.  Muir  a  years,  owed  muoh  to  his  wise  experience 
friendship  which  continued  close  and  and  guiding  hand.  It  is  not,  however,  of 
intimate  for  the  long  period  of  thirty-  such  things  as  these  diat  one  delights 
two  years,  and  the  Itat  act  of  which  was  most  to  think,  now  that  he  is  gone.  K 
pwformed  by  the  survivor  over  the  is  the  unselfish  goodness  of  the  man,  the 
grave  of  his  dearly-loved  and  respected  geniality,  the  brotherlinees,  the  (elf- 
brother,  when,  on  SabbatlilFit  February,  sacrificing  kindness.  How  roady  and 
by  the  special  request  of  relatives  and  willing  he  was  to  do  a  good  turn  to  a 
Mends,  he  preached  the  funeral  sermon,  neighbour,  and  to  an  extenCthat  seeioed 
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to  know  no  limit !  Being  thus  friendly, 
lie  had  taaaj  friends :  we  beUeve  he  had 
If  ke  had  a  fault,  it  was 


even  for  those  who  had  no  claima  upon 
him  beyond  this,  that  he  could  o^rd 
them  snocow.  He  manifested  a  peculiar 
ajmpathy  for  poor  and  stmgglmg  stn- 
dente,  having  himself  eipcrieaced  not 
a  few  of  their  difficulties  and  trials ; 
and  these  he  often  cheered  onward  by 
encouraging  advice  and  substantial  help, 
receiriug  from  ona  or  two  of  them,  it  is 


ngard  and  esteem  which  constitute  the 
b^efactor'a  best  reward  when  living, 
and  become  fragrant  incense  offered  to 
his  memory  when  he  ia  dead.  Mr.  Muir, 
althoagh  himself  cbOdlees,  in  the  tender- 
Deaa  of  his  heart  assumed  the  care  of  a 
consideTable  family,  for  he  had  nephews 
and  nieces  left  fatherless,  to  whom  he 
proved  himself  almost  more  than  a 
father.  One  of  these,  a  fine  boy,  who 
(lied  Quder  his  roof  twenty-six  years 
ago,  he  mourned  as  for  an  only  son. 
He  at  length  was  laid  beside  him  on  a 
beautiful  spring-like  day  in  January, — 
ona  of  those  beautiful  Judght  days,  but 
rare  at  such  a  season,  when  the  day- 
spring  from  on  high  seems  to  come 
down  upon  sorrowine  hearts  to  soothe 
them,  and  wben  such  slight  t«kens  as 
the  q>ringing  of  the  tender  grass,  or  the 
chirpuig  of  a  bird  near  the  open  grave, 
stesd  into  the  soul  with  a  subtle  power 
of  revival,  and  lend  their  confirmation 
to  the  Christian  hope  of  immortality. 
Of  relatives,  friends,  ministerial  brethren, 
gathered  from  near  and  far  round  the 
plaee  of  sepulture,  how  manv  would 
eagerly  clutch  that  hope,  as  they  saw 
the  grave  slowly  taking  down  into  ite 
embrace  and  then  covering  up  the  perish- 
aUe  form  of  so  much  Christian  worth  I 
Atnoumer  around  that  grave,  one  of  the 
ablest  men  there,  or  for  that  matter  ia 
all  Scotland,  most  lovable  twi, — himself, 
alas  I  broken  by  disease  (but  may  God 
snare  him  I), — told  the  present  writer 
that  among  ail  the  breaks  in  the  circle  of 
bia  friend^p,  the  death  of  Mr.  Muir  had 
produced  the  greatest  blank.  But  how 
much  greater  the  blank  to  those  his 
wbpted  children,  who  by  his  removal 
fed  themaelves  to  be  left,  and  for  the 
second  time,  fatherless ;  and  most  of  all 
to  her,  his  widow,  who  watched  oyer 


his  closing  days  on  earth  with  un- 
wearying devotedneaa,  and  whose  life 
henceforth  must  lie  ia  shadow  'untQ 
the  day  break,  aud  the  shadows  flee 
away  I ' 

SEBMOK  BT  REV.  OEOIKIE  OUJILLAN. 

Tlie  Rev.  Mr.  GilflUan  preached  tlie 

sermon  in  connection  with  Mr.  Muir's 
lamented  death.  The  church  was  filled 
on  the  occasion,  many  coming  from  a 
diatance  to  show  their  respect  tor  tJie 
deceased  and  interest  in  the  services. 

The  teita  were — Prov,  xii.  16,  '  The 
congregation  of  the  dead ; '  laa.  xxv. 
8,  '  iie  shall  swallow  up  death  in 
victory,' 

Speaking  of  the  congregation  of  the 
dead  as  being,  uuong  other  things,  a  • 
vast     aud    varied    congregation,    the 

Ereacher.  said  ;  "Tis  long  since  death 
ad  the  majority.  Who  can  number  the 
companv  met  in  the  silent  mansions  of 
the  dead, — met 
'  "  Where  «J1  men  meel,  and  Do  Due  knows 
thay  do ; " 

or  who  can  describe  or  conceive  their 
various  places  of  sepulture  ?  There  is 
the  churchyard  among  the  moimtaius, 
where  the 

'  "Bade  forefalhen  of  the  hi.mlet  Bleep." 
There  is  the  crowded  cemeten-  of  the 
town, — the  huge  and  ghastly  Golgotha, 
where  wient  thousands  have  laid  them- 
selves down  to  repose.  There  are  the 
wastes  and  wilderoesses  of  the  world, 
where  "armies  whole  have  sunk,"  and 
where  the  dead  have  here  their  "shroud 
of  sand,  and  there  their  shroud  of  snow." 
There  is  the  hollow  of  the  earth,  where 
Korah,  Dathan,  and  Abiram,  and  many 
besides,  bave  been  engulphed.  There 
are  the  fields  of  battle,  wliich  have  be- 
come scenes  of  burial  as  well  as  of  death. 
And  there  is  the  great  ocean,  which  has 
wrapped  its  garment  of  green  over 
many  a  fair  and  noble  head,  aud  which 
rolls  its  continual  requiem  of  sublimity 
and  sadnesd  over  the  millions  whom  it 
has  entombed.  Thus  does  the  earth  with 
all  its  contineats  and  oceans  roll  round 
the  sun,  a  splendid  sepulchre.  Amid 
her  dim  catSLComhs  what  victims  have 
descended  I  The  hero  who  has  coveted 
the  dreadful  distinction  of  entering  the 
invisible  world,  red  from  a  thousand 
victories,  is  in  his  grave.    The  sage  who 


victories,  is  in  his  grave.    The  sage  whi 
hasdaredtosay,  that  if  he  had  been  con 


ile 
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salted  in  the  msMng  of  the  oniTerse,  he  rection ;  (3)  revealed  the  mortality-  of 

would  have  made  it  better,  is  in  bis  grave,  death  in  His  gospel ;  (4)  abolished  the 

The  monarch  wlo  has  wept  for  more  fear  of  death  in  His  people ;  (5)  altered 

worlds  to  conquer  and  to  reign  over  is  the  idea  of  deatli  under  His  dispeosa- 

in  his  grave.    The  poet  who,  towering  tion  of  mercy ;  ^6)  removed  the  terrors 

above  his  kind,  has  seemed  to  demand  of  death  by  sendug  cahn  or  triumphaat 

a  contest  with  saperior   intelligences,  deathbeds  to  His  people ;  (7)  promised 

and  sought  to  measure  bis  pen  agunst  the  deetnictioD  of  the  very  existence  of 

ibe  red  thunderbolts  of  heaven,  is  in  his  death  on  the  Last  Day.     In  illnstraticH) 

grave.     Where  now  the  ambition  of  the  of  the  6th  head,  he  said :  '  To  lay-  too 

one,  the  insane  presumption  of  the  other,  mncb  stress  upon  deathbeds  ia  at  once 

the  idle  tears  of  the  third,  the  idler  nnphiloaophicBl  and  unfair.     They  are 

laurels   of  the   last?     All  gone,  sunt,  always  very  much  a  matter  of  Xkerves 

lost,  drowned   in  that  ocean  of   death  and  of  temperament.     Some  of  the  best 

where  no  tempest  and  no  oar  ever  yet  men,  such  as  William  Cowper  and  Dr. 

broke  the  perpetual  sileQce.  Johnson,  died  in  gloom  and  perplexity-  of 

'  But  alas !   her  graves  ace   not  full.  mind.     Many  are  permitted  no   death- 

In  imagination's  ear  there  is  heard  a  bed,  properly  speaking,  at  all,   dying 

voice  from  her  thousand  tombs,  saying,  suddenly  or  in  the  eclipse  of  reason.     In 

"  Yet  there  is  room."    The  churchyard  some,  a  false  joy  is  produced  by  the  nse 

among  the  hills  has  a  voice,  and  says,  of  opiates,  which,  while  they  ease  pain, 

"  There  ia  room  under  the  st^tary  birch  produce  delirium.    And,  altogether,  to 

in  the  long  grass  which  waves  mourn-  appeal  to  deathbeds  as  proofe  of 


fully  over  me."     The  city  cemetery  hath  piety,  or    as  undeniaUe   foretastes 

a  voice,  and  says,      Crowded  as  I  am,  I  Leaven,  is  a  proc^  of  belonging  to  a  low 

can  yet  afford  a  comer  for  thy  dust,  and   intensely  materialized    school    of 

Yet  Aero  is  room."    The  field  at  battle  theology,  who  identify  the  fear  trf  hdl 

says,  "  There  is  room,  and  I  have  earth  with  holiness,  and  confound  an  exin-ted 

plough  to  cover  all  my  slain."    The  nervona  system  with  filial  love  and  tme 

vildemesses    have   a  voice,  and   say,  gospel  obedience.     Bat  there  hare  Imea 

"There  is  room  in  us, — room  for  the  cases  of  emin^tmen  on  whom  joys  hare 

travellers  who  explore  our  aands  and  fallen  like  clusters  of  roses  dropped  from 

snows,    for   the   caravans   which  carry  over  the  wall  of  heaven,  and  m  -whooi 

their   merchandise  across  our   dreadful  feelinga  of  calm  yet  complete  triumph 

solitudes."     The  depth  of   the  ocean  have  appeared,  as  if  wafted  on  bre^eB 

says,    "Thousands    nave    gone    down  from    Immanuel's    Land.      Such    vreve 

within  me,   nay,  an  entire  world  has  Schiller's  dying  words ;  "  I  feel  calmer 

become  the  prey  of  my  waters,  still  my  and  calmer ;  many  thbgs  are  now-  be- 

caverns  are  not  crowded ;  yet  there  is  coming  plain  and  clear  to  me."     Sneh, 

Toomt "    The  heart  of  the  earth  hath  a  too,  were  Hall's,  although  some  might 

voice,  a  hollow  voice,  and  says,  "  What  think  them  not  strong  enough  for  him  : 

are  Korah,  Dathan,  and  Abiram  to  me?  "  I  have  a  humble  hope,  which  I  -vronld 

I  am  empty.    Yet  there  ia  room."    Yea!  not  exchange  for  all  worlds."     It  -was, 

all  the  graves  compose  one  melancholy  i^iun,  with  good  Thomas  Halyhorton  as 

choms,  and  say,  "Yet  there  ia  room, —  if  God  had  spread  his  deathbed — and  it 

room  for  thee,  thou  maiden,  adorned  was  a  long  one — half-way  between  earth 

-with  virtue  and  loveliness;  roomforthee,  and  heaven,  so  full  was  he  of  the  de- 

thou   octogenarian  sire ;  room  for  thee,  lights  and  glory  of  the  place.     The  late 

thou  saint,  as  surely  as  there  was  room  Adam  Black — a  noble,  manly  ChrialiaD 

for  thy  Saviour;   room   for  thee,  thou  he  was — said -with  his  last  breath,    "I 

nnner,  as  surely  as  thy  kindred  before  feet  around  me  the  ropes  which  are   to 

thee   have  laid  themselves   and    their  draw  me  up  to  heaven."    And  not  las 

iniquities  down  in  the  duet."  '  affecting  were  the  words  of  Adams  td 

Under  theseconddivisionof  discourse,  the  High  School,  "It  is  getting  dail ; 

Mr.    Gilfillau   specified    the    following  you  may  go  home,  boys."    Home  I  yes, 

thiugs  as  embraced  in  (he  declaration  he   was    going  home    to   his    Fatttei^ 

concerning  Christ,  *  He  will  swallow  up  house,  where  the  great  Father  shall  be- 

death  in  victory.'    He  has  (1)  extracted  come  the  ^eat  Teacher  of  His  childron, 

the  sting  of  death  by  His  cross  ;  (2)  de-  and    the    Lsjnb  shall  I^  them    ^d 

fled  the  power  of  death  by  His  resor-  guide  them  to  living  fountains  of 
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Thns  in.  these  caaea  was  death  BwaUowed  he  was  very  eiemplary,  and  was,  besidea, 
np  in  victory.  a  most  obliging  neighbour,  always  ready 
'  Death  has  been  of  late  portentously  to  aid  his  imnisterial  friends  at  the 
busy.  Like  tlie  other  energies  of  this  shortest  notice.  Ho  waa  at  the  same 
wondroos  mother  age,  he  is  going  at  tinie  a  cloae  atodent  and  eager  devonrer 
mlway  or  taU^«phic  speed.  Now  He  of  books.  To  the  very  last  ho  kept  up 
meets  the  train  as  it  is  mshing  by,  and  his  acquaintance  with  the  literatoie  and 
i!oinpelsit,ereitpasse8,topayHiinhe8Yy  theology  of  the  day.  He  read  on  all 
ttibate  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  lives.  Now  sides  of  all  questions,  and  looked  at  the 
He  seems  to  retire  into  a  sullen  dwell-  innovationa  of  doctrine  and  worahip 
ing  among  clouds  and  anows  on  the  which  are  coming  up  in  the  age  with  a 
trammit  of  a  mighty  piountain,  like  the  candid  and  enlightened  eye,  his  motto 
amoom  of  the  wilderness,  in  all  euch  matters  being,  "Thegreateat 
'"Seeking  not,  BO  that  it  be  not  Bonght,  o^  these  ia  Charity."  His  piety,  while 
Bat  being  met  ia  deadly ; "  never  obtnidve  nor  nnctuona,  was 
and  there  remains  till  challenged  by  a  Bincere  and  manly.  He  showed  his  faith 
young  man  of  the  fairest  promise,  who  °°'  ^f  '"^  high-soundmg  professions,  nor 
defies  him  in  the  citadel  of  his  power :  '^7  starched  formalism,  but  by  works— 
and  the  enemy  accepts  the  challenge  ^J  ,^f  kindness  to  the  poor,  the  aick, 
and  gwns  the  victory,  dashing  his  head  ^^^  "^^  aSieted— hia  remembenng  the 
to  pieces,  and  hurling  down  his  body,  as  fo"«o"en,  and  by  his  unwearied  and 
if  Ehot  from  an  engine,  to  the  bottom  of  self-sacrificing  good  offices  to  hia  own 
tbe  huge  Ben  More.*  And  now  he,  in  a  relatives,  who  feel  to  him  in  hia  dust  aU 
mood  cahner,  but  equaUy  detennined,  ""^  affection  and  gratitude  of  veritable 
alays  those  vfho  have  nearly  attamed  the  ctil^en.  His  distinguishing  mtellectoal 
DDTmal  age  of  man,  and  that  ha-je  fnl-  quahty  was  atrong  good  sense.  This 
fined  the  course  of  their  ministry.'  appeared  in  hia  preaching,  m  his  plat- 
Then  followed  in  course,  by  way  of  >°™  speeches,  and  in  the  papers  he 
conclusion,  the  subjoined  remarks  oa  the  contributed  to  various  newspapers.  Ho 
life  and  character  of  Mr.  Muir ;— '  The  '^  ■^^'7  considerable  cntical  sagacity, 
meer  of  Mr.-Muirwas,  like  himself ,  a  In  husineas  power  he  especially  excelled, 
very  ruod^t  and  unpretending  one,  and  nught  almost  be  caUed  an  ideal 
iboundmg  in  no  atriking  events  and  in  presbyteiT_  clerk,  ^  eminent  for  hjs 
few  incidSnta.  He  was  bom  in  Ayr,  in  ""eihod,  U  clear-aightednMs,  his  cool- 
Mwchl807.  Of  his  school  days  I  know  i>«>fl,  and  lua  candour.  His  maniiera 
Lothmg  whatever,  nor  can  I  give  the  "«*  ^P-^^  ^<1  8™""'.  "i"!  ^^  ^^  * 
date  of  his  entering  College.  At  Glaa-  ^^ot  humour  and  jocuhinty  seldom 
gow  CoUege  he  pursued,  I  have  reason  ficeUed.  And  this  tos  combmed  with 
to  believe,  a  quiet,  unobtrusive,  and  lugh  animal  apmta,  which  neittier  hard 
bud-working  course.  He  was  licensed  and  ill-rewatded  labour  nor  the  approach 
to  preachin  1836,  and  ordained  in  New-  of  age  was  able  to  anbdue.  Ahnoat  to 
tjle  in  February  1838.  There  he  con-  **«  ^no  •»«  ^^  all  the  buoyancy  of  a 
tinned  to  labour  with  an  assiduity  and  ^J-  Mourned  much  by  hia  widow,  to 
M  enewy  better  known  to  many  I  now  ''''°™  ^«  "aa  a  most  affectionate  hus- 
addresB  than  to  me.  Hia  laboure  were  ^^^'  »*  ^'^^  '^'^  *  devoted  wife— by 
not  confined  to  this  vUlage,  but  ei-  hisrelativ:es,  towhom  he  wasa  father— 
leaded  to  the  neighbouring  hamlets,  ^y  ^.  congregation,  to  whom  he  was 
Often  waa  he  seen,  after  preachmg  twice  ^o',  thirtj^three  years  a  model  pastor— 
in  hia  own  pulpit,  repairing  in  the  duak  and  by  this  vdlage  and  country  side,  to 
of  the  winter  eve  through  miry  ways  to  "•»'«*'  ^^  "as  a  general  blessing— he 
Kirkinch  and  other  adjacent  spota,  to  waa.letmebepermittedtosay,  mourned 
gire  a  word  m  season  to  them  that  were  '^  ^^^  by  myaelf.  _I  found  lum 
»eirj,  himself  wearier  in  body  than  always  a  pleasant  companion,  an  oblig- 
«Me  they.  In  pastoral  visitation  and  ">«  co-presbyter,  and  both  m  private 
other  departments  of  miniaterial  duty  ^^  P^^Uo  a  true  fnend.  I  shall  never 
forget  my  last  interview  with  him — the 

Mt.QilfiUanallndedlisretottdflithwliich  jy^^    i^]^   ^j    recognition  he   gave   me 

Bra  More  in  Iha  beginning  of  the  year,  and  impresaiva  tone  in  which  he  asked  me 

■Mt  the  fsla  deacribed.  to  pray,  and  thanked  me  for  it  when  it 
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wu  over,  and  his  sudden  Btretdimg  out  ment  may  be  blessed  and  sanctified  U> 

bie  hands  to  give  and  rec^ve  the  last  all    the    anrvivors  —  widow,  relativea, 

pressure  of  friendahip,  not  the  first  by  ftock,  district,  and  presbyt^y — in  the 

tbonsands,   aa   I   was   leaving  him   for  most  of  whom  our  departed  friend  so 

ever.     Alas  I   in  ten  days  afterwards  I  long  and  diligently  labom^,  and  -where 

had  a  similar  scene  to  go  through  and  a  bis   memory,  I    doubt    not,    Bhall    be 

similar  final  grasp  to  reciprocate  in  the  cherished  many  a  day  bence ;  for  is  it 

caae  of  my  only  Burviving  brother,  Dr.  not  written  that  '  the  righteous    sball 

Jamed  Gilfillan  of  Stirling.    My  prayer,  be  held  in  everlasldng  remembnuice  ?  ' 

in  fine, is  tliat  hisaffliction  and  bereare-  Amen. 


ADAPTATION. 


Some  tdme  ago  the  writer,  in  a  sommer  give  scope  to  all  the  talent,  pietr,  and 

ramble,  spent  a  Sabbath,  in  Cumberland,  learning  of   tlie   Church,  tliey  foUow  a 

and  worshipped  in  one  of   the  English  ritual  prescribed  forthem  centtuiesago, 

chnrches.    It  was  an  old,  ngly,  ill-kept  when  the  Church  and  the  country  were 

building,  with  a  fashionable  congrega-  in  very  different  circumstances. 

tioQ,  and  the  services  as  a  whole  were  Ma;  the  same  complaint  not  be  made 

not  particularly  attractive.    The  seate  against  Presbyterian  Chnrches,  in  part  at 

were  square  enclosures,  and  very  deep,  least,  in  the  northern  portion  of  the 

In  two  of  these  the  Sunday  scholtus  island  ?    For  a  long  period  we  have 

were  shut  up ;  who,  being  unable  to  see  very  generally  f  oUowm   an   unwritten 

over  the  hign  barrier  by  which  they  were  ritual,  which  prescribes  a  psalm  of  not 

surrounded,  and  having  no  one  to  look  more  than  sixteen  lines  as  the  openine 

after  them,  and  finding  nothing  what-  hymn;  a  chapterof  the  Bible,  read  with 

ever  in  the  service  for  their  instruction,  more  or  less  elocution  ;  a  prayer,  which 

began,  at  least  tjioee  who  were  boys,  must  not  be  less  than  fifteen  minutes 

first  to  whittle  the  pews,and  then  to  T^y  iong,  and  which  may  extend  to  twenty- 

at  hide-and-seek  beneath  the  seate.    The  five  minutes ;  and  a  lecture  or  aermou, 

Berrice  was  the  nsual  morning  service  of  with  other  exercises.    Of  late  years  tius 

the  English  Church,  with  ite  repetitions  stereotyped  form  has  been  broken  up 

of  the  Lord's  Prayer  and  Creed  ;  but  it  to  some   extent,  but    it    is   worthy  of 

was  so  ill  read  by  a  minister  with  a  bad  consideration    whether    we    Inay    not 

voice  and  enunciation,  that  I  had- great  make  improvements  on  a  more  extensive 

difficulty  in  catching  the  most  familiar  scale.    I  would  not  proposean  imitaticm 

passages.    There  waa  a  good  sermon  by  of  the  English  model ;,  for  though  we 

another  minister,  who  spoke  well.     The  should  be  ready  to  adoptagoodpl&n,  no 

whole  services    suggested    a    tiain  of  matter  where  we  get  it,  and  there  are 

thought  on  the  necessity  of  adapting  some  things  in  the  Englifji  service  which 

the  arrangements  in  public  worship  to  we  would  do  well  to  copy,  yet  the  aping 

the  people  and  the  age  in  which  we  now  of  the  English  Prayer-book,  which  some 

live.  aspiring  youths  affect,  is  not  to  bo  com- 

-    It  is  manifest,  that  in  the  services  of  mended  j  and  it  is  rather  pitiful  to  hear 

the  English  Chorch  the  real  needs  of  the  a  Presbyterian  preacher,  alter  reading  a 

Chnrdi  and  the  world  are  very  imper-  chapter  of  the  Bible,  telling  his  congre- 

fectly  recognised.    There  is  nothing,  or  gallon,  '  Here  endeth  the  first  lesson !' 

next  to  nothing,  for  the  unconverted ;  Xvhat  I  propose  is,  that  we  should  de- 

and  the  instruction  given  to  Christiana  hberately  ezamine  the  different  parts  of 

(in  the  present  instance  exceptionally  our  Sabbath  services,  with  a,  view,  if 

good)  is  usually  of  the  most  meagre  possible,  to  improvement,  neither  intro- 

description.    The  prayers  are  good  as  duoing  changes  for  tiie  sake  of  norelly 

far  as  they  go,  but  many  of  the  great  or  because  tbey  are  fashionable    nor 

interests  of  the  present  day  have  no  retaining  usages  which  have  been  found 

place  in  them,  ana,  to  strangers  at  least,  wanting  merely  because  they  are  old. 

tie  r«wtitionB    are    very   wearisome.  There  is  the  subject  of  Praise.    Onthis 

Init«ad  of   the   governing    powers  of  leas  need  be  said  than  would  bare  been 

the  English  Church  meeting  together  necessary  a  few  years  ago.    We  am  fast 

to  frame  a  mode  of  worship  which  will  becoming  a  muwoal  p^ile,  aod  in  our 
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towns  the  Berrice  of  song  is  often  all  three  porta,  with  reading  or  praise 
tfa&t  coold  be  wished.  Bnt  there  are  between,  thua  giTing  Turiety  and  relief 
still  a  great  many  congregatdoua  in  to  the  strained  attention,  and  enabling 
whioli  the  unging  is  te  bad  as  ever  it  the  whole  congregatioa  to  add  their 
was,  in  which  you  never  hear  more  than  Amen  to  every  petition  ! 
the  stAtatoTT  sixteen  lines  sung  at  once,  The  brethren  from  America,  whose 
and  where  the  beet  singers  of  tlie  con-  visit  to  this  countrj  has  been  so  greatly 
gregation  are  almost  oompelled  to  be  bleased,  have  raised  their  voices  on  thi« 
silent  by  the  inefficiency  of  the  pre-  question,  and  have  by  example  and  pre- 
centor. It  is  too  late  to  rail  at  musical  cept  ur^ed  a  great  modification  in  the 
men's  desire  to  have  good  wnging ;  and  mode  of  conducting  our  prayer  meetings. 
luinistersandBeesioDB  should  do  violence  They  recommend  short  addresses  and 
tot&eirown9npincnes8,if  needbe,toraiBe  frequent  prayers  and  much  praise,  and 
the  style  of  Wnging  to  some  approach  to  tliat  freedom  shall  be  allowed  for  any 
the  excellency  of  the  psalma  and  hymns,  one  who  feels  disposed  to  speak  or 
It  will,  indeed,  be  no  improvement  if  engage  in  prayer.  These  suggestions 
choirs,  self-electcdandbeyoudtbesuper-  are  worthy  of  being  well  considered, 
iutendence  of  the  session,  and  composed  but  need  not  be  blindly  adopted  in  all 
for  the  most  paAi  of  the  young,  are  cases,  as  if  there  was  some  mysterious 
allowed  too  high  a  place  in  ^e  church,  merit  iu  that  form  of  service.  Rather 
They  are  very  apt  to  lose  their  heads,  should  the  principle  of  adaptation  be 
and  in  some  instances  their  demeanour  called  into  Tec^uisition,  and  just  such 
liefore  the  congregation  is  most  repre-  things  engrafted  upon  the  old  system  as 
hen^ble.  It  needs  great  firmness  and  in  the  circumstances  will  be  foond  effi- 
prudence  to  prevent  choirs  overstepping  cient.  The  slave  of  mere  novel^  is  as 
the  bounds  of  propriety ;  but  a  choir  thoroughly  enthralled  as  the  slave  of 
whicli  consists  of  all  classes,  of  the  custom  and  routine, 
congregation,  which  contains  persons  in  There  is  the  subject  of  Preaching, 
middle  life  as  well  as  the  young,  and  altogether  too  wide  for  discussion, 
which  maintains  a  living  connection  excepting  in  tlie  one  aspect  in  which 
witb  the  congregation  Itself,  is  a  most  it  may  now  be  considered.  Of  an 
valuable  auxiliary  to  the  minister,  and  adaptation  of  the  gospel  to  meet  the 
no  pains  should  be  spared  to  have  it  in  tastes  of  modem  society,  and  make  the 
good  working  order.  .  cross  of  Christ  no  longer  a  stumbling- 
There  is  the  subject  of  Prayer.  I  have  block  to  the  scholar,  we  know  nothing, 
never  heard  any  one,  minister  or  layman,  '  Woeistoua  if  we  preach  notthe gospel.' 
defending  the  practice  of  long  prayers  in  But  whether  we  have  attained  the  per- 
our  public  worship ;  yet  nothing  is  more  fection  of  arrangement  in  the  manner  of 
common,  both  in  town  and  country,  espe-  preaching,  may  well  be  questioned.  Is  it 
dally  with  ministers  who  have  passed  absolutely  necessaty,  for  example,  t^at 
a  certain  age,  than  to  have  prayers  of  our  forenoon  and  afternoon  service  shall 
twenty  and  even  twenty -five  minutes  in  be  exactly  the  same  all  the  year  throngfa? 
length.  Do  such  ministers  really  believe  Would  it  do  our  congregations  any  hum 
that  they  carry  the  minds  and  hearts  of  were  the  lecture  on  a  book  occasionally 
their  people  with  them  all  the  while  ?  given  in  the  afternoon ;  the  sermon, 
Have  they  not  found  it  extremely  difft-  twenty  minutes  in  length,  on  some 
.  colt  themselves,  when  worshipping  in  oocBsions  followed  by  other  twenty 
siother  chnrch  where  the  minister  fol-  minutes  of  a  sermon  to  the  young ;  a 
lowed  the  same  practice,  to  maintain  the  short  discourse  to  believers,  and  then 
f^urit  of  devotion  to  the  close?  There  another  to  unbelievers,  and  so  forth? 
can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  but  a  We  set  no  speeisl  value  on  these  par- 
traction  of  the  congregation  are  continu-  ticnlsj  hints  ;  they  are  merely  designed 
onsly  joining  in  a  prayer  that  is  so  long ;  to  illnatrate  the  principle,  that  instead 
and  common  sense  dictates  that  it  ought  of  inconsiderately  following  a  beaten 
to  be  greatly  abbreviated  if  it  is  to  be  -track,  we  should  deviate  into  an  in- 
the  prayer  of  the  people  and  not  of  tke  telligent  adaptation  of  the  gospel  to 
minister  only.  I  do  not  plead  for  the  the  mental  and  moral  needs  (3  lul  who 
redactJon  of  the  amount  of  public  come  to  hear  us,  whether  old  or  jronng. 
prayer ;  but  how  easy  is  it  to  break  Those  who  have  had  the  privilege  of 
ap  one  long  pmyer  into  two  or  even  hearing  the  American  brethren  of  iwiom 
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ve  hire  Bpoken,  cannot  but  be  impreBsed  the  Qnread  and  peisonal  addrwa,  we  ht.n 

iritik  what  m&j  be  c&Ued  the  buBmeea-  the  cleareat  eviaence  that  the  apesker  b 

like  manDex  in  which  their  serviceB  are  aiming  at  immediate  rmnlte,  and  haa 

GOndocted.    Whether  we  ma^  approve  wisely  calculated  the  means.    Manvkin- 

of  everjrthing  ia  anoth^  matter ;  but  died  topica  might  be  iUuatratetf,  but 

there  ie  a  moot  manifeet  endeaTour  to  theee  may  aufGce  to  direct  the  mind»  ot 

torn  every  part  of  the  service  to  practi-  those  who  ma;  read  this  paper  to  the 

eal  acconat.    In  the  choice  of  hymns,  importance  of  Adaptation, 
in  the  apecial  and  diract  prayera,  and  in  J. 


Pomt  €ixcU. 

THE  BLESSED  PEACE-MAKERS. 

'Blsffied  Krc  the  p«ue-ip»kerB  ;  far  the;  Ghal!  bo  called  (he  chlldrea  of  Qod.' — Watt.  V.  !^ 

Th£  text  ot  the  ahort  sermon,  which  we  the  first  thing  is  to  '  acquaint  yourselves 

propose  to  address  to  our  young  friends,  with  God,  and  be  at  peace  with  Him.' 

waa  itself  a  portion  of  a  sermon  preached  Do  you  aak  how?    Not  in  tbewayia 

eighteen  hundred  years  ago.    Bat  what  whi^  two   independent   nations  that 

a  sermon  l    Never  has  there  since  been  a  have  been  at  war  may  make  peace~-by 

sermon  preached  HLe  it.    The  preacher  settling  terms,  and  rendering  mntoal 

was  the  very  Prince  of  preachers — our  satisfaction ;  but  in  the  way  in  which 

Lord  Jesus  Chriet.     The  sermon  itself,  rebels,  whose  justly  offended  sover^gn 

being  truth  witliout  the  sfighteat  mixture  has  pnblished  a  proclamation  of  paidoD, 

of  error,  and  heavenly  wisdom  without  may   make   peace,   namely,   by  giving 

the  least  infusion  of  human  folly,  was  credit  to  the  proclamalJon,  and  comply- 

the  perfection  of  sennons.    The  text  is  ing  with  the  terms  of  it.     The  gospel  is 

.    from  the  introduction  of  this  wonderful  God's  proclamation  of  peace :  bdieve  the 

oermon.    We  invite  your  attention  while  goepel,  and  you  are  at  peace  with  God 

we  shortly  point  out  and  illustrate  its  '  Being  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace 

import.  with  God,    through    our    Lord  Jews 

We  shaU,^r«f,  call  your  attention  to  Christ.' 
the  character  of  the  peace-makers ;  and        2d,  Peace-makers  are  persotu  who  ort 

then,  secondly,  show  their  blessedness.  themselves  peaceable.    A  great  deal  of 
the  art  of  peace-making  lies  in  being 

L  We  would  call  your  attention  to  (Ae  peaceable.  People  natur^ly  make  othMS 

peace-makers — show  what  kind  ot  per-  very  much  what  they  are  themselves, 

sons  they  are.    It  ia  necessary  to  do  A  quarrelsome   man    excites    qnamls 

this ;  for  there  are  many  persons,  old  as  wherever  he  goes.    On  the  other  hand, 

well  ae  young,  who  have  very  inadequate  a  peaceable  man  carries  a  kind  of  atoo- 

and  even  incorrect  opinions  upon  this  sphere  of  peace  aboat  him,  that  not  only 

point.     We  would  observe,  then, —  tends  to  prevent  contention    brealdiig 

1st,   That  peace-makers  are  persons  out.  but  alla^  it  even   when  it  has 

who  are  at  peace  with  God.    He  is  not  a  broken  out    There  are  many  pemms, 

right  peace-maker — that  is,  he  is  not  a  alas  I   in  every  society,  who'  aie  not 

Christian  peace-maker — who  is  not  this,  peaceable.   The  greater  number,  wefetr. 

The  being  at  peace  with  God,  and  the  are  not  so :  not  lambs,  but  lions  sod 

being  at  peace  with  one  another,  are  tigers;    not    doves,  bnt  vultures  and 

things  which  God  hath  joined  together,  eagles.     And  this  is  the  reason  why 

and  which  we  must  not  put  asunder,  there  is  so  much  strife  and  contention  in 

In  the  work  of  peace-making,  then,  we  the  world  and  in  the  Church,    'Whence,' 

most  begin  with  God.     We  need  not  tell  .  says  the  Apostle  James,  'come  wars  and 

our  young  friends  that  .by  nature  they  , fightings  among  you?   come  they  not 

are  at  war  with  Qod— in  a  state  ot  "hence,  even  ot  your  Insto  that  war  in 

rebellion  against  Him.   They  are  enemies  your  members?'    Be  peaceable,  thai^— 

to  God,  and  God  is  an  enemy  to  them,  feel  peaceably,    speak   peaerably,   act 

"Thereisnopeace  to  the  wicked.'  Now  peaceably — '  Follow  peace  with  all  mffl.' 
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,    ,   „        -      ...      „,  ite  troubled  waterg,  which,  it  u  ttid, 

Ti^°frk»,{»w^V^t^.i™  immediately  calnM  and  Bmootha  them. 

liiVfl  like  tae  bJeBGed  Virinik  s  Bon,  -nr  n    ^l      1                 ^-       j         ^l  -        i. 

Th»t  sweet  and  lovely  ohild.'  7^^  ^^  pMCe-inaker  dow  tins  when 
the  waves  of  ctrntention  roar  and  are 

3d,  Peoce-makeis  are   persons    vko  troubled.    Sj  Und  looka,  by  conciUa- 

loveptace,  and  seek  la  preserve  it.    This  ton  woida,    b;   friendly   actions,    be 

is  ctoing  Bometiiing  more  than  merely  enaeavonrB  to  ponr  on  the  oil,  and  is 

being  peaceable.    It  ia  the  takingactive  often  Buccenful  in  Btilling  the  tempest- 

meaeurea  to  Hecme  peace  where  it  ia;  and  turning  it  into  a  calm.     See  in  this 

and  yoa  know  that  the  prevention  'of  an  way  what  a  peace-maker  Abraham  was : 

evil  ia  always  better  than  its  core.  There  '  Let  there  be  no  strife,'  he  said  to  Lot, 

are  some  persons  in  the  world  who  are  '  between  me    and  thee,  between  my 

not  only  indifferent  about  peace,  bnt  herdmen  and  thy  herdmeo,  for  we  are 

wlioae  very  element  is  contention.    They  brethren.' 
live,  and  move,  and  have  their  being  in 

it    You  have  heard  of  an  animal  ctklled  II,  We  are  now  to  show  yon  that  the 

a  salamander,  which  is  said  to  live  in  peace-makers    are    blessed.      '  Blessed,' 

the  fire.     The  thing  is  a  fable.    There  ^s  onr  Lord,  '  are  the  peaoe-makers.' 

ianoHnch  animal  among  brates.    Bnt  We  might  saymany  thingshere  in  iUns- 

there  is,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  such  among  tration  of  this  statement.   We  might  say, 

men.     There  are  human  salamanders —  firat,  that  it  is  happy  to  be  a  peace- 

posone  who  love  strife,  and  perpetuate  m^er.    There  is  a  pure,  rich  enjoyment 

It.    We  read  of  anch  in  David's  time,  in  preserving  peace  and  in  mining  it. 

'  I  am  for  peace,'  he  said ;  '  but  when  I  We  put  it  to  yourselvee.  When  are  you 

speak,  for  battle  they  are  keen,'  .  And  happiest?  whether  in  raieing  the  storin 

the  race  is  not  yet  extinct    But  peace-  of  contention  and  riding  on  it ;  pr,  t^ 

makerearejnettheveryoppoeitoofthese.  your  influence  and  advice,  changing  it 

Th(5  love  peace  ;   it  ie  their  delight,  into  a  calm  ?    We  are  sure  you  will  say, 

Thej  seek  peace ;  it  is  their  work.    They  In  doing  the  last?    We  might  further 


endeavour,  ag  far  as  it  is  poasible,  to  live  say,  it  is  honourable  to  be  a  peace-maker. 
peaceably  with  all  men ;  and  this  is  Wno  are  tjie  yonng  persons  most  loved, 
possible  to  a  far  greater  extent  than     respected,  and  pr^ed?    Not  they  who 


many  people  think.    By  carefully  avoid-  quarrel,  contend,  and  fight;  bnt  they 

ing  whatever  would  provoke  or  injure,  who  are  always  found  allaying  strife, 

iuid  doing  whatever   is    calculated  to  con^Mwing    d^erences,     and     healing 

sootite,  to  please,  and  to  benefit,  they  do  bieachw    that   may  have  been  made, 

much  for  peace,  and  earn  for  themsdves  Such  may  not  be  crowned  with  laurel, 

a  title  to  the  honourable  appellation  of  but  they  will  be  crowned  with  what  is 

peace-tnakera.  better,  the  affection  and  esteem  of  the 

ith,  Feace-makets  are  persons  who  do  good.     But  we  might  say,  in  a  word,  it 

everything  in  their  power  to  restore  peace  iaprojiiabk  to  be  a  peace-maker.    It  is 

when   it    has    ie^    broken.      Often  in  not  only  for  your  happinees  and  hononr, 

the    world   is   peace    broken,      Thei«  but  for  your  interest.    There  Is  much 

ara  always  many  who  are  peace-breakera  always  lost  by  quarrelling,  but  there  is 

— who  are  active  in  exciting  quarrehi  much  ^lined  by  peace-making.    Friends 

and  angry  contentious.    They  sometimes  are  gained,  and  situations  are  gained, 

do  it  by  mischievous  conduct     They  and  businecB  is  gained.    In  this  way  it 

sometimeadoitbyprovokingandinsult-  might  be  shown,  at  great  length,  uiat 

ing  language.    Tliey  sometimes  do  it  by  the  peace-maken  are  blessed ;  but  we 

proud  and  deepiteful  looks ;  for  there  is  a  would  confine    onnelvee  to  the    high 

great  deal  in  looks — ^muidi,  Bometimes,  ground  taken  up  by  our  Lord,  and  show 

as  in  words  and  actions.    Now,  when  that  Uiey  will  be  blessed,  and  must  be 

the  fire  ia  kindled — and  how  great  a  fire  Ueased,  for  they  shall  be  called   '  the 

often  a  little  spark  kindles  I— the  peace-  children  of  Qod.'     This  includes  in  it 

maker  endeavours  immediately  to  put  it  several  things.     It  says, — 

out.    Instead  of  stirring  it  up  and  in-  1j(,  They  have  God  for  iheir  Father. 

flaming  it,  as  many  do, — instead  of  even  They  show  themselves  to  be  descended 

standing  aloof,  aa  many  more  do, — he  from  God,  by  being  peace-makers  in  the 

does  all  he  can  to  smother  or  to  quench  sense  we  have  exJHained.    Children  are 

it    You  have  heard  about  casting  oil  on  like  their  parents ;  and  peace-makers  are 
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like  God,  who  is  tlie  God  of  peace,  contenttoiu,  lud  the  qaairelBome,  tmd 

Hear  what  the  ApoBtle-John,  say*,  who  the  fighters,  and    the    murdcrere,  for 

vag  the  very  apoetle  of  lore  and  peace :  brethren.     How  imhanpf  must  snch  be 

'  In    this    the    children,    of    God    are  in  their  relatione  1      How,   just  in  tlie 

manifeat,  and  the  children  of  the  deril :  proportion  in  which  theee  ore  unhspfy, 

whoBoerei  doth  not  righteouBoeeB  is  not  so  happy  must  the  peace-makers  be. 

of  God,  neiUier  he  that  loveth  not  his  The;  haTe  the  most  excellent  of    the 

brother.'     As    Satan's    children    prove  earth  for  brethren;  they  have  Abel,  and 

their  relation  to  liim  by  hating  ss  he  Abraham,   and  Joseph,   and  John,   and 

hatee,  so    God's  children    prove  their  Paul,    and   all  who  love  like    Christ, 

relation  to  Him  bj  loving  ss  He  loves.  They  belong    to    an    hononrable    and 

When  our  Lord  Jeens  wished  His  dis-  happy  family — the  family  of  tie  God  of 

(uples  to  evidence  to  themBelvea  and  to  peace. 

others  their  relation  to  God  as  their  iaMii/jTheyhaveAeatjen/ortSeirtomf. 
Father,  Ha  could  fii  upon  nothing  more  Heaven  is  the  region  of  peace.  None 
dednve  than  the  imitatim  of  Him  in  but  thoee  who  love  peace,  and  seek 
the  exercise  of  love ;  '  Love  your  euemiee,  peace,  inhalnt  it.  Bnt  tul  the  true  peace- 
bless  them  that  curse  yon,  and  pray  m^ers,  all  those  who  are  at  peace  with 
for  them  that  despitefnlly  use  you  and  God  and  man,  will  dwell  in  it  in  dne 
persecute  you ;  that  ye  may  be  the  chO-  time.  Then  and  there  they  will  for 
dren  of  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven,  ever  have  done  with  war.  '  No  lion  is 
who  maketh  His  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  thue,  nor*tmy  raveiioua  beast.'  It  is 
and  on  the  good,  and  aeudeth  Hie  rain  the  land  alone  of  the  kmb  and  the  dova 
on  the  just  and  on  the  unjust'  How  It  is  the  true  Jerusalem,  which  is  hy 
blessed,  then,  to  be  a  true  peace-maker  i  interpretation,  Hie  Vision  of  Peace. 

2d,  They  have  Christ  for  their  elder         We  cannot  conclude  without  wamij^g 

Srolher.     Ws  would  have  considered  it  peace -haters  and  peace-breakers  of  their 

a  great  honour  and  happiness  to  be  fearful  state.     The  text  must  be  reveised 

Christ's  brethren  according  to  the  fiesh ;  in  tbcir  case.     Cursed  are  the  peace- 

but  if  we  are  tme  pe&ce-makera,  we  haters  and  the  peace-breakers,  for  they 

have  a  greater  honour  and  happiness  shall  beetled  the  children  of  the  wicked 

than  thi^we  are  Hii  brethren  accord-  one  ;  they  have  Satan  tor  their  fattier, 

isg  to  the  Split.     Christ,   the  Son  of  devils  and  wicked  men  for  their  IsethrBQ, 

God,  was  the  great  Peace-maker.     He  and  hell  for  their  eternal  home.    But 

made  peace  by  the  blood  of  His  croaa ;  th^  may  yet  be  placed  amtmg  God't 

and  in  the  gospel  He  comes  preaching  children.     '  Come  ont,'  are  ^b  own 

peace  to  those  who  are  far  off,  and  to  words,    '  from    among    them,    and  be 

them  who  are  uigh.    And  those  who  separate,  and  touch  not  the    unclean 

bi«athe  His  spirit,  and,    as  far  as  is  thing;  and  I  will  receive  you,  and  he  a 

competent  to  them,  foUow  His  example.  Father  unto  yon,  and  ye  shall  be  my 

He  is  not  ashamed  to  call  brethren,  sons   and   daughters,   suth    the   Lord 

saying,    '  Behold   my  brethren.'      This  Almighty.'    Take  with  you,  then,  Wtwds, 

■  rdatiort  to  Christ  will  he  felt  yet  to-be  and  return  to  God ;  say  with  the  prodi- 

a  greater  blessedness  than  if  we  conid  gal,  '  Father,  we  have  sinned  against 

have  claimed  the  most  celebrated  king  heaven,  and  in  Thy  sight,  and  are  not 

or  emperor  who  ever  wore  a  crown  or  worthy  to  be  called  Thy  children  ; '  but 

swayed  a  sceptre  as  our  brother.  you  need  not  add,    'H^e  ua  as  Thy 

Sd,  Theyit&Ya  all  beUevera  for  brethren,  hired  aervania;' — say  rather,  'Put  ns 

The  Apostle  John  tells  us  that  peace-  among  the  children.'    Give  us  the  heri- 

hatersandpeace-breakeTsarelike 'Cain,  tage  of  them  that  fear  Thee.— i^>t»N 

who  was  of  that  wiiied  one,  and  slew  A  Token  of  Remembrance  for  the  Young, 

bis  brother.'    Yes,  such  have  brethren  by  the  late  Kev.  Dr.   Smith,  Biggar, 

too ;  they  have  Cain,  and  such  as  are  who  himself  beautifully  ezemplifieothe   . 

like  Cain,  for  brethren ;  they  have  iJie  characters  he  so  winningly  describes. 
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UNION  IN  ENGLAND. 


J-< 


Deab  Sih,  —  The  force  of  Mr.  Ba!-  better  cultivated  than  ever  it  had  been, 

gsmie's  argumeDta  depends  much  on  his  At  the  preeent  time,  the  English  Preah^- 

nse  of  the  word   '  our.'     Ho  speaks  of  terian  Church  is  making  rapid  progresi 

'  our  Church,'  '  our  chief  field  for  Home  in  this  mission  field  ;  -whikt  the  United 

Wisaion  work,'  and  'oar  Union  infiu-  PreabyterianChnrchiBulinoetstationary, 

ence.'    In  place  of  these  terms,  let  na  bo  far  as  the  addition  of  nev  chnrchee 

EDt   'The  proposed  scheme  of  Union  is  concerned. 

jtween  the  BngHsh  and  United  Pre*-  (3.)  Mr,  Balgsmie  aays,  '  Our  Union 

byterian    Churches,'    and    then    I    am  inflnence'  will  be  impEUi«d. 

prepared  to  affirm,  in  every  case,  the  If   the  proposed  scheme  is  defeated, 

very  opposite  of  what  is  affirmed  I7  our  Union  influence  will  be  impaired; 

Mr.  £a]gamie.  but  if  it  succeeds,  our  Ohurch — as  it 

".)  '  This  proposed  scheme  of  Union '  shall  then  be   coDetitut«d,  embracing 

be  moat  favonrable  to  the  growth  both  north  and  south — will  be  in   the 

ta    our    Cbiirch   as   it    shall    then    be  fore-frontof  the  Union  movement.    The 

constituted.  proposed  scheme  invites  the  Free  Church, 

Mr.  Balgamie  admits  that  it  is  chiefly  the   Keformed    Church,   and  the   Irish 

in  England  where  this  growth  can  take  Presbyterian     Church     to     enter    into 

place.     Well,  this  Union  will  greatly  similar  federal  relations. 

acceleiat«  that  growth.    Mr.  Balgamie  It  will  be  sad,  very  sad,  if  the  United 

may  stQ  yes,  but  not  of  '  our  Church.'  Presbyterian   Church,   with   which   the 

I  reply,  the  proposed  Union  is  of  such  a  Union  movement  originated,  shall  her-, 

nature  as  to  permit  us  to  continue  the  self  tread  out  the  only  spark  of  the 

use  of  the  terms,   '  our  Church.'     It  Union  fire    which    now    remains.      It 

would  be  the    growth  of   the  gospel  is  well  for  our  whole  Church  to  know 

doctrines  of  '  onr  Church,'  the  growth  that  this  English  Union  has  now  be- 

of  the  preshyterianism  of  '  our  Church ; '  come  a  necessity,  which    can  neither 

and  if  not  the  growth  of  '  our  Church '  be  put  aeide  nor  delayed.    Arrest  this 

in  name,  it  would  be  the   growth  of  Union,  and  you  arrest  the  progrees  of 

'  our  Church '  in  reality.  the    United    Presbyterian    Church   in 

(2.)  Air.  Balgarnie  says,  '  Our  chief  England ;— to  some  extent  that  has  been 

field  for  Home  Mission  work  '  would  be  done  already.    Delay  it,  and  you  encou- 

loet  hy  the  scheme  proposed.  rage  all  the  devices  which  are  already  in 

In  opposition  to  this,  I  say  the  chief  cn>eratiou  to  prevent  its  accomplishmeut. 

field  for   Home  Mission   work  will   be  Go  on  with  the  Union  this  year,  and  it 

more  than  ever  under  our  control.     Our  will   carry  with   it  such  influences  for 

churches  in  the  north  need  not  stand  good  as  will  not  easily  he  secured  at 

still  and  look  on.     They  can  help  to  tie  any  future  period,  after  the  majorities 

extent  of  their  ability,  both  in  men  and  on  both  sides  in  England  have  been 

in  money ;  and  I  f^  sure  that  they  soured  by  repeated  disappointments, 

would  have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing,  by  G.  Bell, 

the  union  of  the  forces  already  existing  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

on    English    ground,  the    fidd    much  April  6th,  1874. 


THE  AUGMENTATION  SCHEME. 

Mr.  Edttob, — In  the  hope  that  the  for    augmentation    purpoeee   this  year 

overtore  &n>in  tbe  Presbytery  of  Hamil-  may  be  most  wisely  laid  out.     When 

tonmaycommenditself  to  tlie  judgment  the  congregations  of  200  members  are 

<k  the  Synod,  I  am  anxious,  as  a  member  dropped  from  the  list,  there  will  remain 

of  that  presbytery,  though  speaking  only  on  it  only  164,  with  an  aggregate  mem- 

for  mjself  in  the  present  paper,  to  indi-  ber^ipof  18,523.   These,  in  1872,  rused 

cale  in  what  way  the  funds  arailable  for  stipend  £14,850,  or  at  the  rate  of 
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16s.  per  member.  If  tliey  raise  anequid  of  £1065,  9b.  6d.  for  'additional  ni]^e< 
amount  this  jear,  it  wiU  take  but  £9750  mente,'  if  the  income  for  1874  be  the 
to  make  the  stipend  in  all  of  them  uune  as  for  1873.  Let  this  BUipliulie 
£150;  and  as  IJia  income  for  1873,  expended  on  the  following  plan: — Let 
apart  from  the  balance  in  hand  at  1st  £5,  £10,  £15,  £20,  £25,  £30,  be  giym 
January,  was  £12,056, 19a.  10d.+£666,  reapectiyely  to  the  congregatiouB  that 
5s.,  or  £12,713,  4a.  lOd.  (see  April  have  raised  at  the  rate  of  16s.,  18s-,20ii., 
Kecord,  p.  113),  and  the  deductjons  only  30s.,  40s.,  50b.,  per  member.  In  tliia 
£1115, 49.11d.+£782,10s.6d.,or £1897,  way  we  aball  have— 
16s.  4d.,  there  will  BtiUremain  a  '  snrplua ' 

20  at  16a.  receiving  £5,  in  all  £100,  making  the  stipend  £155. 

23  „  18s.        „        10,      „  230,  „  160. 

SO  „  20s.        „        15,      „  460,  „  165. 

4  „  30s.        „        20,      „        80,  „  170, 

6  „  40s.        „        25j      „  150,  „  175. 

1  „  508.        „        30,      „        30,  „  180. 


Or    M  congregations  with  a    stipend  wiU  not  be  exhausted.    There  will  be « 

nrnging  from  £155  b)  £180,  and  con-  balance  of  £25,  98.  6d.  to  add  to  the 

aequently  only  80  with  the  minimum  balance  with  which  the  yeai  began. 
stipend  of  £150 ;    and  the  *  surplus  '  Sextus. 


fntclltgcna.— Stratelt  ||«s&gtman  ®Jrarc^. 

FBBSBTTBRUL  FROCKBDiHoa.  some   lime   during  the  fommei.    Tha 
pregbjteiy   then   held    an  open  confei- 

Aherdeen. — This  prea^tery  met  on  Uth'  ence  on    'Intempsrance,'   to   wliicli  lU 

April — Bev.  Archibald  Young,  moderator,  the   offlce-bearera   under  the  pieabjUTj 

The  roll  of  llie  presbytery  wu  adjusted,  had   been   iuTited.     Printed  snggMtioni 

and    MesEra.     Eutberford    and    George  were  in  the  hands  of  all  present.    Mr. 

Walker   appointed   is    members    of   the  'GalbraJih,  convener  of  committee,  opened 

Synod'a  Committee   on  Billa   and  Over-  Uie  conference,  which  waa  continued  for 

tares.    A  letter  was  read   from  Ur.  G.  two  hours.    Rev.  Mr.  Scott  then  cugtgcd 

Hair,  declining  the  call  to  Lumsden.   Mr.  in  prayer,  and  it  was  left  to  the  conmutlee 

Dickie  gave  in  report  on  University  atu-  to  bring  np  any  practical  poinla  at  »m« 

denta,  which  was  appointed  to  be  trans-  future  meetiug.    Mr.  Beatc  iutrodacedto 

mitted    to   Theological   Committee,   and  Che  notice  of  the  presbytery  the  cue  of  s 

thanks  were  given  to  Mr.  Dickie  for  bia  considerate  number  of  members  of  tie 

labours.    Mr.  Beath  read  report  on  Union  TJnited    Presbyterian  Church  who  neie 

in  England,  recommending  that,  in  event  meeting  together  every  Sabbath  nithost 

*  ofUDion,theEngli£h  congregationssbonld  pastoral  superintendence,  and  propoiiog 

only  gradually  withdraw  tbeir  contribu-  to  appoint  a  committee  with  whom  Ihey 

tion  a  to  the  Synod's  missions.    The  Deputy  might   confer   sa   to   their  future  ictioo. 

Committee  gave  in  a  lengthened  report  of  The  resolutions  were  carried  nem.  Am., 

their  visit  to  Shells,  and  the  whole  docn-  and  a  committee  appointed  to  convey  the 

ments  were  appointed  to  be  sent  on  to  the  preabylery'a  sympalhy  for  them  in  tbeir 

Home  Mission   Committee.    Mr.   Dickie  present  state  of  aeparatiou  from  chiu«h 

gave  interim  report  of  Evangelistic  Com-  fellowship,  and  express  their  atrongdesire 

miltee,  stating  that  they  engaged  two  of  to   retain   them  in  connection  with  onr 

the   agents   of  the   Scottish   Evangelistic  Chnrch  ;    the    committee  to   cooaist  of 

Society  to  labour  for  two  weeks  in  connec-  Rev.  J.  Ireland,  and  Mesara.  Cowan  and 

tion  with  our  charchea  in  town  ;  that  a  Geoi^e  Walker — Mr.  Walker,  convener— 

n'eat  interest  in  reference    to    spiritual  with  power  to  add  to^iheir  numbeifrom 

things  had  been  exoited,  chiefly  among  office-bearers  in  the  Church.    Neitneel- 

the young.  Thecommittee  wereinstnicted  ingto  be  held  on  first  Tuesday  of  Jen^ 

to  secure  the   services  of   some   of  the  when  nominations  for  the  Hdl  msj  " 

Synod's   agents  to  labour  in  connection  made. 

with  all  the  churches  in  the  presbytery  Atmaadalt. — This  presbytery  mst  «' 
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Ecclefeehan  on  ths  Slst  March— tbe  Bev.  two  diiconraei,  which  wen  appTOTed  and 
JtUDfls  C.  Meiklejohn,  moderator.  The  nutained.  Coniidered  the  remit  of  Synod 
examination  papen  prepared  bj  Mr.  aaent  the  ad  interim  rules  adopted  for  tbe 
Thomas  S.  Dickson,  Btndent,  at  former  admiision  of  miniitert  and  probationen 
meeting,  were  reported  highly  tatbfactorj.  &om  other  charehec,  when  it  wai  agreed 
Mr.  DicbBon  read  an  exegesis  on  'Sh^l  to  express  a  general  approTal  of  thoio 
the  Fanishment  of  the  Lost  be  Eternal  ? '  rnles.  A  digest  of  annnal  congregational 
which  diaconree  wai  highly  approTed ;  and  statistics  within  the  bonnde  of  the  preiby- 
be  was  examined,  by  written  papen,  on  terj  was  laid  on  (he  table,  from  which  it 
Biblical  Literatnre  and  Charch  History,  appeared  that  during  the  year  there  had 
The  ordinance  of  the  Lard's  Sapper  was  been  an  increase  of  81  in  cQarch  member- 
appointed  to  be  dispensed  in  Wamphray  ship,  of  ^9  on  the  ordinary  income,  and 
-congregation  on  the  last  Sabbath  of  Hay,  of  143  in  the  number  of  yonng  people 
and  Ur.  Halton  to  preside.  Mr.  Hniton  nnder  Sabbath  instrnctioQ.  There  had 
was  appointed  moderator  of  pregbytery  for  also  been  a  decrease  of  £18  in  the  contri- 
the  next  twelre  months.  Messrs.  Lambert  bntioni  for  missions,  and  an  increase  of  M 
And  Watson  were  appointed  members  of'  in  tbe  attendance  at  weekly  prayer  meet' 
tfie  Synod's  Committee  of  Bills  and  Over-  ings.  Next  meeting  was  appointed  to  be 
-tnrea.  After  reasoning,  the  presbytery  held  at  Brechin  on  the  SOth  Jnne. 
nnanimonsly  agreed  to  report  as  follows  Bertoiek. — This  presbytery  met  on  the 
on  ITnion  in  England:— "That  in  theevent  14th  of  April— the  Ssr.  K.  Simpson,  M.A., 
of  onr  brethren  in  Bngland  agreeing  with  moderator.  There  was  a  large  attendance 
Any  measnre  of  nnanimity  to  desire  sepa-  of  ministers  and  elders,  all  the  elders  of 
ration  from  the  UnitedFresbytertan  Synod  the  Tarioos  sessions  haring  been  innted 
in  order  to  nnite  with  the  English  Freiby-  to  be  present  for  a  coDfsrence  on  the  best 
terian  Chnrch,  this  presbytery  will  not  mode  of  condnctinfi  eTangelistic  serrjcea. 
offer  any  objection  to  the  separation.'  The  The  Bev.  A.  Christie  of  Che  Tree  Church, 
preabyteiy -entered  on  a  free  conversation  Mordington.beingpresent,  was  associated. 
_  -on  the  erangeliatic  meetings  recently  held  TherollwasadjostedfortbeSynodjandthe 
within  the  bonnds,  and  the  reports  were  Bevs.  P.  Mearns  and  Q,  F.  Boss,  with  Mr, 
regarded  highly  sadsfactoiy.  The  next  Wlliam  Thomson,  elder,  were  appointed 
ineetinB  of  presbytery  is  to  be  held  in  the  members  of  tbe  Committee  of  Bills  and 
-some  place  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  Jnne.  Orertnres.  A  memorial  to  the  Synod, 
Arbroath.  —  This  presbytery  met  at  nnfavonrabla  to  a  sectional  Union  in 
Brechin  on  Wednesday,  tbe  ISth  March,  Bn^and,  signed  by  ministers  and  elders  . 
for  the  indaction  of  the  Bev.  George  Mor-  in  England,  was  read :  as  also  a  similai 
rison  to  the  pastorate  of  the  congregation  memorial  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Brown.  It  was 
«f  Maisondieu  Lane.  Mr.  Cameron  unanimously  agreed  to  transmit  both 
preached ;  Mr.  Oir  presided  in  the  indnc-  memodals.  An  intereiting  conference  on 
tion,  and  gave  the  charge  to  the  minister ;  evangelistic  work  was  held,  in  which  the 
and  Mr.  Howat  addressed  the  coagrega-  elders. invited  took  part;  and  at  the  close 
tion.  Messrs.  Campbell,  minister,  and  it  was  agreed  to  hold  a  series  of  evange- 
Petrie,  elder,  were  appointed  members  of  listic  meetings  in  all  the 'congregations  of 
the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures  at  the  presbytery,  and  committees  were 
tbe  ensuing  meeting  of  Synod.  The  remit  appointed  in  the  three  districts  to  arrange 
of  Synod  anent  the  Synod  Cleilships  was  the  meetings.  It  was  agreed  that  the 
considered,  and  a  general  approval  ex-  co-operation  of  ministers  and  members  of 
luessed  of  the  recommendations  siif^ested,  other  denominations  he  invited.  A  very 
vrith  the  exception  that  No.  4  be  deleted ;  gratifying  report  by  Mr.  Stewart,  regard 
that  "So.  1  be  altered  to  the  effect  that  the  ing  his  labonrs  in  Holy  Island,  was  read. 
Synod  shall  have  bat  one  clerk,  who  shall  The  presbytery  expressed  great  satisfao. 
be  empowered,  when  the  Synod  may  deem  tion  with  the  tenor  of  this  report,  and  the 
itnecessarjjto  have  an  assistant  in  the  dls-  blessing  which  has  evidently  attended  Mr. 
charge  of  the  duties ;  and  that  No.  3  be  Stewart's  labonrs  in  the  island.  Ap- 
adDpt«d  on  the  understanding  that  an  pointed  next  meeting  of  presbytery  to  be 
Arrangement  be  made  whereby  the  clerical  held  on  the  2d  dav  of  Jane. 
And  lay  elements  may  be  preserved  in  the  Zhtt^ermliTi^. — This  presbytery  met  on 


.    ..  .     __ lewasdropped 

David  Bums,  student  of  the  second  year,  from  the  roll.  In  connection  with  the 
}irodae<d  certificate  of  transference  from  funeral.  Dr.  Johnston  was  appointed  to 
tbe  E^bnrgfa  Piesbyteiy,  and  dellrered    conduct,   aXoog  wHb    Professor    Cairin 
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mi  Dr.  Frew  of  St.  Ntniaiii,  the  Mrricet  tbat  the  remit  recommended  that  there 

at     the     house,     and     Ur.     M'Doirall  ehoald  be  two  tecording  elerks  instead  of 

to  eoadoct   them,   along  with   Profeaeor  one ;  that  the  clerkship  of  the  Comnuttee 

Harper,  id  the  church.     Mr.  M'Dowall  on  Bills  and  Orertares  should  be  diacon- 

waa  also  appointed  to  preach  one  of  the  ticaed;  that  the  Committee  on  Bills  and 

fbneral  Bermons  on  Sabbath  the  12th  April,  Orertnres  ehonld  be  reduced  at  least  one- 

Uc.  Beckett  having  kindly  eonsentea  to  half^  and  shoold  be  placed,  m  a  bnainess 

preach  the  other.      Mr.  Alexander  vm  committee,  under  the  charge  of  £a  hono- 

appointed  to   preach  the  chnrch  racant  larr  cilnvener,  one  of  the  clerks  of  Sjnod 

on    Sabbath    the    19tb  April,   and   Mr.  beiae  appointed  to  aasiat  the  conrener  in 

Graham  tomodeTatbin  theieasion  during  all  clerical  work,  The  committee  approred 

the    Tacancj-      Dr.    Johnston    and   Mr.  of  these  proposals,  vith  the  exception  that 

Russell  were  appointed  to    draw    op    a  th^  were  of  opinion  that  the  Comiuittee 

notice   in  reference   to  Dr.  M'Michael's  onfiilisandOTerCnresBhonldbecamposed 

death.    The  call  from  Alloa  to  Mr.  John  of  one  representative  from   each  of  the 

Q.    Train    was    nnanimouslj   sustained,  preebjteriee,  along  with  the  convener  and 
and  trials  prescribed  for  hia  ordination.  -  the   two  Synod   clerks.    The  presbytery 

Hr.  Jarvie  gave  in  the  annual  statistical  agreed  that  there  ahonld  be  two  recording 

report,  which  was  npen  the  whole  eatis-  cleika.aDdDr.  CraignioTed,with  reference 

factory.    The  report  showed  a  slight  de-  to  the  committee's  proposal  as  to  the  Com- 

creasc  in  membership  and  congregational  mittee  on  Bills  and  Overtnres,  tbat  the 

income,  hut  it  showed  a  marked  increase  remainder  of  the   report  should   be  ap- 

in  Sabbath  schools,  both  in  teachers  and  proved.     Dr.  Feddie  ^ropoaed  that  there 

attendance,  and  in  missionary  and  bene-  should  be  no  change  in  the  present  con- 

Tolent  contributions.      Dr.  Johnston,  in  stitntion  of  the  committee,  excepting  that 

accordance   with   a  previous  intimation,  one<of  the  Synod  recording  clerks  gdodU 

moved  that  the  presbytery  overture  the  be  convener.     On  a  vole  being  taken.  Dr. 

Synod  to  take  snch  steps  as  in  its  wisdom  Peddie's  motion  waa  carried  by  a  majority 

may  aeem  meet  to  aecore  the  disestablish-  of  two  ovej  Dr,  Craig's  propoeal.    The 

^^_j  J.- — J .  .r.i..Tj,..Lii.i..j  committee  then  recommended,  in  terms  of 

the  Synod's  remit,  tbat  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on   Foreign   Correspondency 

_.,  _rr and  the  hearing  of  foreiandeputiea,  ahonld 

Qraham  to  support    it    before   the  form  part  of  Che  proceedings  at  the  annn^ 

supreme    court.      "liiaj   were    also    ap-  missionary  meeting  held  on  the  Wednes- 

pointed  to  draw  up  a  petition  in  favour  of  day  eveciog,  instead  of  at  the  meetingof 

Mr.  ACLaren's  bill  against  Chnrch  Bates  the  Synod  on  the  Thoraday  evening.    Dr. 

1     . -.    ...    ._    .r_  xhomson    moved    that    thi-     - 


)  the  House  ahould  not  be  approved,  and  this  motion 

"  " ■   '   '  was  carried  by  a  large  majority,  as  against 

a  resololion  approving  of  the  report  pro- 

mittee  on  the  Erekine  and  Gillespie  Uonu-  posed  by  Di.  Craig.   The  presbytery  aRer- 

ments.     Mr.  Alexander  and  Mr.  William  wards  nnanimon^  agreed  to  approve  of 

Bobertson,  elder,  were  appointed  to  the  another  portion  of  the  committee's  report. 

Committee     of     Bills     and     Overtures,  recommending  that  the  standing  orders. 

Agreed  to  hold  next  meeting  of  presbj-  aa  proposed  by  Synod's  remit,  la  regard 

tttj  at  5  Qaeen   Street,   Edinburgh,  on  to  adjournment  at  ten  o'clock  f.x.,  ihoidd 

Wednesday,  the  IStb  May,  at  10  o'clock  be  rescinded,  and  that  the  S^od  should   . 

A.u.  ait,  as  a  rule,  till  all  the  business  for  the 

UdMiurgh. — A  meeting  of  this  presbj-  day  had  been  dispoaed  of,  or  until  a  motion 

tet7  was  held  on  Tuesdaj — Mr.  Bobertson,'  for  adjournment  had    been    moved  and 

Bread  Street,  moderator.     A  report  by  carried  j    and    ther  rIbo    expressed    the 

the  committee  nmwinted  to  consider  cer-  opinion  that  the  Synod  should  hold  its 

lain  remits  made  ej  the  Synod  with  refer-  first  meeting  at  two  o'clock  on  Monday, 

ence  to  clerkships  and  other  matters  was  inst«ad  of  at  half-past  six  in  the  evening 

laid  on  the  table,  and  the  recouunenda.  as  formerly.   A  depntatioa  tmra  the  Home 

tions  of  the  committee  taken  up  by  the  Mission  Board,  consisting  of  Dr.  Scotland 

presbytery  seriatim.    The  first  recommen-  Mr.   Foote,  was  then   introduced  to  the 

datlon  made  by  the  committee  was  to  the  presbytery.      Mr.   Williamson,   in  intro- 

effect  that  the  Synod  clerks,  in  conaidera-  ducing  the  deputation,  remarked  that  it 

tion  of  the  onerous  and  responsible  duties  appeared  from  the  April  Record  Chat  the 

falling  upon  them,  shontd  have  their  pre-  I^^^bytery  of  Edinbn»h  did  not  stand  so 

sent  salaries,  which  are  fixed  at  £30,  in-  well  before  the  Church  as  they  ought  to 

creased ;  and  thia  was  agreed  to  by  the  do  with  reference  to  the  Augmentation 

presbytery.  The  committee  next  reported  Scheme.    Daring  the  last  year  there  had 
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been  £1119  rnUed  within  the  preabTtery  in  July  next  to  the  stipport  of  ibis  itation. 
for  this  fuad,  as  compared  with  £IS14  The  report  wu  approred  of  by  the  jinb- 
BubBcribad  during  the  proTious  jaar.  The  bytoir,  /The  preibyterj  afterwards  diB- 
Btatement  to  this  effect,  which  appeared  in  poaedof  lomebnsineM  connected  with  the 
the  April  Beeord,  required,  howeTsr,  to  be  cftrrjing  on  of  sTangeliitic  work. 
ci>rTacted  by  the  addition  of  aboat  £200,  Elgin  and  Invemeaa. — This  presbyterr 
and  thii  becanse,  by  the  oew  method  of  met  at  Nairn  on  Tneiday  the  14th  Apiu 
stating  the  moneyi  of  the  Church,  general  — Bev.  A.  U'M&rtin,  moderator.  Reporu 
miaiioQary  contributions  seat  in  tiaallo-  were  giren  in  of  presbyterial  visilatioiM 
cated  were  diTided  according  to  the.mle  held  since  last  meeting  in  varions  congre- 
of  the  Synod,  and  therefore  a  foarth  of  gationi  in  the  presbyt^,  oa  each  of  which 
£830  mnst  be  added  to  the  Angmentation  occaiions  there  had  been  an  encouraging 
Fund,  so  that  the  presbytery  in  all  had  to  attendance,  and  a  lively  interest  had  been 
be  credited  with  £1324  in  rapport  of  this  manifested-  Mr.  Douglas,  Ardersier,  was 
scheme.  On  the  other  band,  he  was  glad  appointed  moderator  H>r  the  next  twelre 
to  see  that  while  there  was  thus  a  decrease  months.  In  view  of  the  approaching  meet- 
of  £190  in  regard  to  the  Angmentation  ing  of  Synod,  Messrs.  Whyte  andBobson 
Scheme,  th«  presbytery  was  £1174  higher  were  appointed  members  of  the  Committee 
than  they  were  last  year  in  the  Foreign  on  Bills  and  Oiertures.  Next  meeting 
Mission  fund.  Dr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Foots  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  Forres  on 
then  addressed  the  presbytery.  On  the  Tuesday  after  the  second  Sabbath  of  June. 
motion  of  Mr.  Croom,  it  was  agreed  to  Qlatgim. — Tbe  monthly  meeting  of  this 
record  the  thanks  of  the  presbytery  to  the  presbytery  was  held  on  Tuesday,  April 
deputation,  and  to  recommend  parties-  14th — Dr.  Yonng,  moderator;  Dr.  Alex, 
lady  ministers  within  the  bounds  of  the  M'Bwan  was  granted  leave  of  absence  for 
presbytery  to  adopt  additional  meaanres  several  months.  The  call  by  the  Camp- 
in  oraer  to  increase  the  contributions  bellQeld  Church  to  the  Rev.  Adam  Welsh, 
made  towards  the  promotion  of  the  Ang-  Eincordine-on -Forth,  was  sustained.  The 
mentation  Scheme.  A  petition,  signed  by  Ber.  Mr.  Bannatyne  of  Blantyre,  in  con- 
six  members  of  the  Lothian  Road  Church,  sequence  of  failing  health,  wrote  intimat- 
WB*  then  laid  on  the  table  for  tranimis-  ing  that  be  inten^d  to  resign  his  charge. 
eion  to  the  Synod.  It  was  as  follows : —  A  committee  was  appointed  to  summon  a 
'That  your  petitioners  are  impressed  with  meeting  of  the  congregation  to  appear  for 
the  fact  that  there  are  a  number  of  mem-  their  interests  before  the  resigttation  was 
hers  in  Ibis  congregation  and  in  other  accepted.  It  was  agreed  to  moderate  in  a 
congregations  thronghont  the  Church  who  call  to  the  Farkhead  Church  on  the  Z8th 
conscientiously  object  to  use  intoxicating  inst.  The  stipend  offered  is  £SBO,  with 
wine  in  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  Sup-  £20  for  sacramental  expenses.  The  6th 
per ;  that  said  members  feet  that  they  May  was  fixed  for  the  indnction  of  Mr. 
must  either  observe  the  ordinance  in  an  Corbett  of  Coupland  Street  Church,  Man- 
improper  manner  by  passing  the  cnp  nn-  Chester,  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Camphill 


taUed,  violate  their  conscientions  convic-  congregation, 
tionp  by  partaking  of  it,  or  be  forced  out 
of  the    Church ;    that   your    petitioners 

deeply  regret  the  unseemly  state  of  mat-  Appeared  Mr.  John  Meiklejohn,  preacher 

lers,  and  for  the   peace,   harmony,  and  of  the  gospel,  under  call  to  Sirkmuirbill 

prosperity  of  the  Chnrch  they  have  felt  Church,  and  delivered  the  discourses  aiid 

conitrajned  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  underwent    the    usnal    examinations    as 

supreme  court.     Sfaj  it  therefore  please  trials  for  ordination,  which  were  unani- 

yonr  Reverend  Court  to  take  the  whole  monsly   sustained.      The  presbytery  ac- 

matter  into  your  serious    consideration,  cordingly  appointed  his  ordination  to  the 

and  in  your  wisdom  devise  tome  means  pastoral  oTersight  of  the  sud  chnrch  to 

vhereby  those  members  may  be  enabled  take  place  on  the  14th  of  April,  at  IS 

to  observe  the  ordinance  in  a  proper  man-  o'clo<^  noon — Mr.  Morton. to  preach,  Mr. 

ner  by  partaking  of  both  symbols,  have  Dancanson  to  preside,  ordain,  and  give 

relief  giren  to  their  conscientions  ecnipies,  the  charge  to  the  minister,  and  Mr.  Bntee 

and  thus  retained  in  the  fellowship  of  the  to  address  the  people.     The  annnal  mls- 

Chnrch.*    The  presbytery,  after  hearing  sionary   prayer  meeting  was  then  held, 

the  petition  read,  agreed  to  send  it  up  to  Mr.  Dancanson  led  the  devotions  of  the 

the  Synod  as  requested.     A  report,  sub-  presbytery;  Mr.  Drummond,  elder,  gave 

milted  by  a  committee  with  reference  to  an  address  on  '  Missions,'  and  the  preaby- 

the  mission  station  at  Borne  presided  over  tery  tendered  him  thanks  for  the  same ; 

by  Signer  Bavi,  was  then  read,  recom-  after  which  Mr.  Bruce  engaged  in  dovo- 

mending  that  another  grant  of  £300  firam  tional  exercises.    Mr.  Paterson,  according 

the  Foreign  Mission  Fnndshonid  be  made  to  intimation  given  at  last  meetings  laid 
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oa  the  tkble  kh  overtnre  to  the  Bjnod  on 
the  Stipend  Angmenution  Scheme ;  and 
after  ducowion,  ic  wu  remictad  to  a  com- 
miitee  to  prepare  for  next  meeting.  Mr. 
Dancanson,  convener  of  the  Committee 
on  Scatistio,  reported  that  be  bad  reeeived 
■tatistics  from  all  the  congreRations  within 
the  bonudj,  except  one;  and  the  preibj- 
tary  tendered  him  tbanlu  for  hia  attention 
to  this  matter.  Next  meeting  to  be 
held  in  the  tewIon-honM  of  Kirkmoir- 
hill  Chnrch,  on  !4th  AprlL—The  preabj- 


■errices  were  conducted  aa 
preTiooi  meeting.  The  roll  of  eldera  wai 
made  np  fortbeSjmod  Clerk.  Mr.  Pater- 
■oa,  convener  of  the  committee  appointed 
at  lut  meeting  to  prepare  the  OTeitnre 
to  the  Sjnod  on  the  Stipend  Angmenta- 
tion  Scheme,  laid  the  same  on  the  tablsL 
The  overtnre  was  read,  the  presbjrtery 
adopted  the  tame,  and  appointed  Messn. 
JF.  Pateraon  and  Donaldson  to  snmioit  the 
■ame  at  the  meeting  of  ^rnod.  Tlie  derk 
was  alio  initmceed  to  send  a  cop;  of  the 
overtnre  to  the  Home  Mission  Board. 

KeUo. — This  presbytery  met  on  April 
7th  —  Bev.  Mango  Oiflen,  Morebattle, 
moderator,  with  whom  were  associsted 
five  miniiters  and  fonr  elders.  Apologies 
were  received  for  the  absence  of  Hesu*. 
Caima  (Stitchel)  and  Uilne  (QtBenlaw). 
The  anbject  of  the  nnion  of  the  Chnrchea 
in  Bngland  connected  with  this  Synod, 
and  that  of  the  English  Presbyterians,  was 
agaia  nnder  consideration,  when,  after 
fall  discnssion,  the  following  decision,  on 
the  motion  of  Ber.  Andrew  Ktchie, 
seconded  by  Bev.  James  Bogers,  was 
come  to  nnanimonsly : — 'That,  owing  to 
the  want  of  unanimity  among  the  con- 
gregations  of  onr  Chnrch  in  Bngland  on 
the  matter  of  Union  with  the  English 
Presbyterian  Chnrch,  and  the  want  of 
any  definite  propoeala  aa  to  the  natore  of 
the  relatiooa  that  woold  aobsist  between 
the  United  Chnrch  in  England  and  the 
United  Presbyterian  Chnrch  in  Scotland, 
thia  presbytery  do  not  deem  such  a  Union 
deairable  in  the  present  circnmatancea.' 
Heasn.  lUtchie  and  Cockbum  were  ap- 
pointed members  of  the  Committee  of  Bills 
and  Overtnrea.  The  Bev.  J.  Rogers  in- 
timated that,  at  the  reqa'eat  of  the  kirk* 
■enioD,  he  was  going  to  the  wntb  for  six 
weeks  or  two  months,  in  order  to  the 
farther  improvement  of  his  health  and 
■trength,  Tha  moderator  expressed  the 
pretl^tery's  hearty  approbation  of  the 
BiranKement,  and  desires  that  it  wonld  be 
attended  with  the  desired  result.  The 
Bev.  H.  Benton  submitted  an  orertore  to 
the  Bjnod  on  the  anbject  of  the  Hitdon 
Board's  reetiving  granii  from  the  Oovem- 


ment  of  India  for  orphans  at  tiia 
Synod  mission  stationa,  praying  the 
Synod  to  take  the  matter  into  considm- 
tion,  and  give  inch  a  det^ion  as  shall 
guard  the  principles  of  thia  Church  and 
best  secnre  the  interests  of  the  misiioD. 
The  overtnre  was,  after  discussion,  nnanl' 
mously  adopted,  and  commissioners  were 
appointed  to  support  it  Hext  meeting  was 
appointed  ttf  be  held  on  the  third  Tnesdqr 

K^/manuxk.  —  This  presbytery  met  at 
Kilmarnock  on  the  14tb  April  —  Bev. 
Andrew  Qray,  moderator,  pro  teTn.  Ap- 
pointed sick  snpply  to  the  Holm  Chnrch 
on  the  thin)  Sabbath  of  April  and  first 
Sabbath  of  May;  and  to  Girran,  on  tiia 
fourth  Sabbath  of  April,  third  and  fifth 
Babbathi  of  Hay,andthe  secondand  fonrtli 
Sabbaths  of  Jnne^  After  prayer  b;  tQ. 
Cairns,  the  name  of  Mr.  Thomas,  who  had 
been  removed  by  death  since  last  meeting, 
was  dropi  from  the  roll,  and  a  comnuttee 
appointed  to  prepare  a  paragraph  with 


appoint 


that  able  and  naeW  minister, 
to  be  inserted  in  next  minute  of  presbjterf , 
Commissioners  ft'om  the  congregation  of 
Uaochline  appeared,  and  requested  the 
presbytery  to  sanction  the  continuance  of 
Hr.  Skirret,  stadent,  as  pulpit  supply  to 
tha  end  of  June.  After  considerable  dia- 
cosaion,  it  waa  moved  and  secottdn^  aod 
unanimously  agreed,  that  the  presbytery 
adhere  to  the  law  of  the  Charch,  and  difect 
the  seaaion  and  congregation  of  HauchUae 
to  get  snpply  of  preachers  in  the  BStM] 
way  from  the  Committee  of  Diatributiea; 
and  further,  that  the  clerk  be  appointed  to 
preach  in  Maochline  on  Sabbath  firat,  and 
meet  with  the  congregation  on  Monday 
evening,  with  the  moderator  of  session,  to 
explain  the  decision  of  presbytery,  and 
confer  with  them  as  to  their  course  of.  pro- 
cedure. Mr.  Orr,  convener  of  CDmnuiteCj 
reported  that  the  district  of  Sew  Cniirao<k 
was  already  occupied  by  the  Free  Chnrdk 
Hr.  Murray  gave  in  a  supplemental  iqwit 
on  evangelistic  work.  Having  heard  tUi 
report,  the  presbytery  agreed  to  hoU  a 
oonference  in  Portland  Boad  Chnrch  on 
the  morning  of  next  meeting  of  presbytery, 
from  balf-past  ten  to  half-past  twelve,  on 
the  important  subject  of  the  religiooa  con- 
dition of  thecoDgr^ations,  and  the  gentoal 
aw^ening  in  regsjd  to  divine  things  that 
is  now  abroad  in  the  countiy ;  that  all  tii* 
elders  in  the  presbytery  be  kindly  iaviled 
to  attend ;  that  the  convener  of  tha  Evan- 
gelistic Committee  be  directed  to  bring  no  ■ 
foil  report  to  the  conf^vnce;  and  that 
committee  appoint  two  of  their 


BEI.IQI0U8  INTELLIGENCE. 


225 


Bills  sad  Overtnrea,  Mr.  Patrick  gave  Id 
the  annnsl  report  on  statistics,  ftom  wbich 
it  appeared  tbat  the  membership  of  the 
churchea  had  increased  and  the  average 
rate  of  giving  per  member  been  raised 
dnring  the  paat  jear,  while  the  atteodaiice 
al  Sabbath  schools,  Bible  clasBes,  and 
prayer  meetings  bad  decreased.  It  was 
reported  that  the  congregations  of  Cnm- 
nock,  and  Princes  Street,  Kilmarnock,  had 
each  made  an  advance  of  ^0  to  their 
miaieters'  stipends.  Agreed  to  transmit 
and  recommend  en  application  to  the 
Manse  Board  from  the  congregalion  of 
Princes  Street.  Air.  John  Hovatson, 
student,  was  nominated  bj  Mr.  Cairns  for 
exsmin  ation  by  th  e  Theological  Committee, 
with  a  view   to    enter   ilie   Hall.      Next 


Lanark.  —  This  presbjie^  met  31st 
March,  and  was  constituted  by  the  Bev. 
J.  R.  Houston,  moderator.  Appointed 
the  Rev.  John  Blair  and  the  Rev.  D.  M. 
Coonor,  M.A.,  LL.B.,  to  represent  the 
presbjter;  on  the  Committee  of  Bills  and 
Overtures  at  the  approaching  meeting  of 
Sjnod.  Appointed  Mr.  Blair  moderator 
for  the  next  twelve  months.  Mr.  M'Lbbi], 
conreuer  of  the  presbytery's  Committee 
on  the  Augmentation  of  Stipend,  gave  a 
verbal  report  of  the  conclusions  come  .to 
in  regard  to  the  papers  remitted  to  them 
at  last  meeting.  After  couversation,  came 
unanimously  to  the  following  finding:  The 
presbytery  agree  to  recommend  tbat  for 
the  present  year  any  surplus  tbat  may 
uHsi  arise  should  he  divided  equally  among 
uesday  the  supplemented  congregatiijng  wbich 
have  reached  the  lowest  average  of  con- 
net  at  trlbntion  (lOs.)  suggested  by  the  Home 
—  Rev.  Committee,  and,  at  the  same  time,  wonid 
William  Guthrie,  moderator.  A  letter  call  the  attention  of  the  Home  Committee 
was  read  from  Mr.  Train,  requesting  an  to  the  inequality  wbich  is  liable  to  show 
extension  of  the  time  allowed  him  for  itself  bj  taking  the  congregational  average 
d^beratioQ  in  reference  to  the  call  ad-  CDDtribiition  for  stipend  apart  from  the 
drsssed  to  him  by  the  congregation  of  contributions  for  other  purposes,  and  also 
Buckhaven,  in  consequence  of  having  re-  to  the  inequality  tbat  may  show  itself 
ceived  a  call  from  another  congregation,  according  to  Ibe  scheme  proposed,  by 
The  presbytery  agreed  to  grant  the  re-     reason  of  the  greater  facility  with  which, 

qaest.      Mr,  Eisher  intimated   that    '  '"       " '    '  -■-•-■•- 

congregation  purposed   taking   stepi 
the  erection  of  a  new  place  of  worship, 

and  requested  tbat  the  presbytery 

recommend  their  case  to  the  att — * 
liberal  members  of  the  Church, 
agreed  that  before  giving  a  recommenda- 
tion, inqiury  should  be  made     "  "       '    ' 
would  be  the  best  site  for  tbi 


smaller  congregations  than  in  the  larger. 
The  examiners  reported  tbat  tfae  students 
bad  passed  in  Greek  and  in  Biblical  Litera- 
ture. Took  Qp  the  Synod's  remit  on 
English  Union.  Agreed  by  a  majority, 
lo  what     tbat,   while   regretting  the  severance   of 

. .  church,     brethren  from  &e  Cbnroh  of  their  fathers, 

and  also  the  probable  cost.  The  follow-  and  all  the  more  that  in  the  case  of  some 
lug  committee  was  accordingly  appointed  it  is  an  unwilling  severance,  still,  this 
forthatpnrpoae— namely,  Messrs.  Bouglas  presbytery  deem  it  for  the  interests  of  the 
and  Martin,  ministers,  with  Mr.  Main,  Church  of  Christ,  that  the  nnion  of  the 
elder.  Mr.  Pittendreigb,  convener  of  the  congregations  in  England  of  the  TTnited 
Committee  on  Statistics,  gave  in  the  Presbyterian  Synod  with  the  English 
annual  report,  from  which  it  appears  Presbyterian  Synod  should  be  consum- 
that  throughout  the  presbytery  there  had  mated  as  speedily  as  possible.  The  clerk 
been  an  increase  in  the  membership  of  laid  upon  the  table  tbe  statistical  returns 
the  Oiurch,  and  also  in  attendance  on  for  iS73,  and  read  a  report  cf  the  infor- 
ordinanoes,  an  increase  in  the  number  of  mation  wbich  they  contained.  •  Received 
baptisms,  and  an  increase  in  contributions  the  report,  and  thanked  tbe  clerk  for 
for  congregational  purposes,  both  ordinary  his  diligence.  Read  quarterly  report  of 
■  There  had  also  been  a  slight     Carstairs    Junction   Mission,   which   i-- 


decrease  in  attendance  on  Sabbath 
and  prayer  meetings,  and  in  contributions 
for  misiionarj  and  benevolent  purposes. 
The  report  was  received,  and  an  abstract 
of  it  ordered  to  be  printed  for  circulation 
Ihroughont  the  presbytery.  The  com- 
mittee was  also  re-appoioled— Mr.  Pitten- 
dreigb, convener.  The  presbytery  roll 
was  adjusted  with  a  view  to  the  approach- 
ing meeting  of  Synod,  and  Messrs.  Alison 
and  Martin  appointed  members  of  the 
Commiltea  on  Bills  and  Overtures. 
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adopted,  and  transmitted  to  tbe  Home 
Board  of  Missions,  Agreed  to  petition 
Parliament  in  favour  of  the  Bill  for  tbe 
Abolition  of  Church  Rates  in  Scotland. 
Next  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  Tuesday 
after  the  first  Sabbath  of  June.  Closett 
with  the  benediction. 

Lancoikire. — This  presbytery  met  at 
Prince's  Road,  Liverpool,  on  5th  March  . 
1874 — Dr.  Simpson,  moderator.  There 
was  laid  on  the  table  a  call  from  Camphili 
United  Presbyterian  Chnrcb,  Glasgow, 
■MAY  18J1.  P 
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addrened  to  the  IUt.  Joiepb   Coibett,  Street   Chnrcb,   and  declare    the   pulpit 

Manclie*ter,withcjtherrelatiTedooiimenti.  vacant,  and  also  to  preside  in  the  eesaioD 

The  call  wai  risued  br  1S9  memhera  and  dniioK  the  racancj- 
31  penoDt,  orfflnary  hearers.     The  Bev.         Jfelrogf.— This  presbyten;  met  at  Stow 

WiSiam  Moriion  was  appointed  to  preach  onToesdajjTih  April — Mr.  Blair,  modera- 

inConpland  Street  Chnrch,  and  intimate  '-     "-  ■* -"  "-   *-■ — '"-^' 

■aid  call,  and  sammon  the  congregation 

to   appear  for  its  own  interests  at  next  dissent  i^ainst  the  finding  of  last  mceimg 

meeting  or  presbjtorj,  to  be  held  at  Conp-  adrerse   to    a  Kepresentsliva  Assembly, 

land  Street  Chatoh  on  30th  March.    Mr.  Messrs,  Wilson    and   Sinclair   were   ap- 

Alexander    D,    Gray,   A.M.,   stndent  in  pointedmembersoftheSynod'sCcFiDaiittee 

diTinity,  completed  his  trials  for  licence;  on  Bills  and  Orertares.     Reports  on  Hr. 

and  on  latislaclorily  answering  the  qaes-  Brown's  examinations  in  Cbnrch  Eieioty, 

tiona  of  the  fonnnla,  he  was  licensed  and  Hebrew,  Latin,  Biblical  Literature,  and 

authorized  to  preach  the  gospel  of  Chriel,  Confession  of  Futh  were  .made,  and  the 

and  to  exercise  his  gifts  as aprobatioiier  examinations  snstaiued.     Agreed  also  to 
foithe  holy  ministry  in  the  United  Pres-  ^'■- ■••-   ■»  --  ->--  -- 

byterian  Church.  The  clerk  was  instructed  _.    . — -^    - 

to  forward  his  name  to  the  clerlt  of  diatri-  BtndenL     Mr.  Ton  „, 

bution.    The  presbytery  then   proceeded  tics,  sobmitted  a  report  on  the  staiisiics 

to  the  induction  of  tbe  Ber.  Bobert  Black,  for  1BT3.    He  received  thanks  for  bi:  dili- 

A.M,,  to  the  pastorate  of  Prince's  Road  gence,   and   was   instructed   to   get  3000 

Church.      The   Rev.    John  W.  Dunbar  copies  of  the  report  printed  for  circulation 

preached  fiom  Job  xix.  !5 ;  Mr.  Howat  among  the  congregations.      Mr.  RolnoD 

proposed   the   qaestions  of  the  formola,  referred  to  the  app^HnglyEndden  death  of 

and   offered   the   indaction  prayer;    Ur.  tbeiTbeloTedbrotherMr.Lnmgair,mininter 

Corbett  gave  the  charge  to  the  minister,  of  Newtown,  and  moved  that  his  name  tie 

aod   Mr.  Towers   addressed   the  people  ;  dropped  from  the  roll  of  presbyteir.    Hr, 

after  which  tbe  name  of  Mr.  Black  was  Lawson  was  appointed,  in  the  presbytery's 

added   to   the  loll  of   presbytery. — This  name,  to  convey  by  tetter  their  most  heart- 

presbytery  again  met  at  Manchester  on  felt  and  prayerful  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Lam- 

30th  March  1874— Dr.  Simpson,  modcra-  gair  and  family  under  their  very  painful 

tor.     Tbe  presbytery  agreed  to  forward  bereavement.       Mr,    Bobson,   who    bad 

memorials   for  aid  from  Pendleton   and  agreed  to  preach  tbe  funeral  sermon   oF 

Leeds  to  the  Home  Mission  Board,  with  a  Mr.   Lnmgair  at  Newtown   on    Sabbat 

Btrong  recommendation  in  each  case  that  first,  was  instructed  to  declare  tbe  church 

the  prayer  be  granted.     On  the  question  vacant ;  and  Mr.  StereDBon  was  appointed 

oftheproposedGeneralAssembly.remitted  moderator   daring    the   vacancy,   and  to 

by  the  Sjnod,  ihe  presbytery  agreed  to  the  secure  from  the  Distribniion  CommiHee 

following  finding,  by  a  majority  of  10  to  S,  sopplv  of  preachers.    Proceeded  to  indncl 

over  an  amendment  tbat. '  tbe  qnestion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  M.A.,  late  minister  of  Canon- 

a  Bepresentative   General    Assembly  be  gate  Church,  Edinburgh,  to  Ibe  pastoral 

meanwhile  postponed,'  tbe  finding  being :  charge  of  Stow  congregation.     Mr,  David- 

*  That  without  committing  itself  to  all  the  son  preached,  and  Mr.  Blair  presided  and 

detuls  of  the  scheme  as  set  forth  in  the  delivered  tbe  Bsual   addresses.      At  tbii 

report  remitted,  this  presbytery  approves  service  there  were  present  the  following 

giDerally  of  the  proposed  Bepresentative  strangers:  Messrs. Gardiner, Mair, Fraser, 

eneral  Assembly,  and,  having  had  ten  Dobbie    (Edinborgb    Preabyteir),     Rma 

Cars'  experience  of  tbe  benefit  to  office-  (Falkirk),  Nisbet  (Orkney),  and  Mitchell 

arersandchurGbesofaproTincial  Synod,  (Free    Chnrcb,    Lauder).       Mr.    Wilson 

believes  (hat  the  establishment  of  Sjnodi-  receired  a  most  cordial  welcome  fttim  the 

res  in  tbe  several  provinces,  which  congregation.    A  crowded  soiree  was  held 

r  form  of  supreme  court  would  in  the  evening.    Mr.  Stevenson  presided. 


0  quicken  the  and  was  presented  with  a  handsome  silvei 

organic  life  of  the  entire  Church,  and  stir  jug,  and  Mr.  WiUon  faimself  with  a  gold 

up  and  diQase  an  interest  in  her  pnblic  watch  and  chain.      Messrs.  Robaon  and 

affairs,'    All  the  parties  in  the  call  from  Toang,  and  all  tbe  above-named  brethren 

Camphill  Chnrch,  Glasgow,  being  present,  from  a  distance,  took  part  in  the  proceed- 

and  the  reasons  for  translation,  with  the  ings  of  tbe  evening, 

answers  thereto,  being  read,  the  call  wai  2^eiixasile.—Tba    monthly  meeting  of 

put  into  Mr.   Corbett's  hands,  when  be  presbytery  was  held  on   3a  Match.      A 

declared  his  acceptance  of  tbe  same,  and  letter  was  read  from  Mr.   J.   6.  Train, 

he  was  loosed  from  his  charge  of  Canpland  declining  call  to  Bedcar.     The  call  was 

Street  Chnrcb,  Manchester.    Mr.  Morison  accordingly     set    aside.       Revised    and 

was  appointed  to   preach  in  Coupland  amended  tbe  roles  of  tbe  presbytery"*  sick 
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tanS.  Proceeded  to  consider  aereral 
docTtmenti  iEined  by  ihe  Home  Com- 
nittes  in  regard  to  the  Augmentation 
Scheme,  and  sent  to  piBjbjteriei  foi  con- 
sideration, prepartttorr  to  their  formal 
presentation  to  the  Sjnod  for  adoption. 
After  conreraation,  it  vas  agreed  to  record 
tba  presbyteiy'i  willinfnieBB  to  act  in  the 
direction  indicated  bj  the  circalar.  As 
bearing  upon  a  portion  of  the  recommen- 
datioos,  the  clerk  was  instmcted  to  inti- 
mate to  Dr.  Scott  that  the  following  self- 
enBtaining  congregations  had  raised  ths 
minister's  salary  to  £300 — namely,  Hez- 
bam,  Blackhill,  and  Erskine  Chnroh, 
Newcastle.  It  was  agreed  to  record 
freneral  approral  of  the  proposed  arrange- 
ments anent  reception  of  ministers  and 
probationers  from  other  Chnrches. — The 
presbTtery  again  met  on  7th  April.  The 
clerk  was  instracled  to  forward  the  name 
of  BeT.  S.  HoDBton  for  insertion  in  the  list 
of  occasional  supply.  Appointed  to  serve 
oa  Synod's  Committee  of  Bills  and  Over- 
tures, Ren,  B.  Leitch  and  J.  Milligan, 
with  Messrs,  James  Annandale  and  Wil- 
liam Cleland.  BcT.  T.  8.  Trench  i)re- 
sented  the  report  on  annoal  statistics. 
The  report  was  reeeiTed,  and  the  eom- 
mittee  thanked  for  their  serricee.  Ur. 
William  Lawrie,  stndent  of  first  year,  ap- 
peared and  dalivered  a  homily  on  Rom. 
IT,  16,  which  was  nnanimonsly  sustained. 

Cam^mield,  OkiigMD.  —  The  Rev. 
Adam  Welsh,  Kincardine,  called. 

Lenae.  —  The  Rer.  William  Millar, 
Falkirk,  called. 

Bo'ttea. — Ur.  Samuel  Bleath,  proba- 
tioner, called. 


Died  at  Newton,  St.  BoswelU,  on  Slst 
March,  RcT.  Darid  Lnmgair,  in  the  SBth 
year  of  his  age. 


KirhmmrhUt. — Mr.  John  Heiklejohn, 
A,H,,  ordained  on  Tuesday  14th  April. 

IwieUan.  —  Hr.  Robert  Henderson, 
A.H.,  ordained  on  Tuesday  14th  April. 

SoaCiend,  CampbtUovm. — Mr.  Andrew 
Uaclaren  Youog,  ordained  14th  April. 


Stow.— The  Bev.  John  Wilson,  A,M., 
late  of  Edinburgh,  indacted  on  Tuesday 
Tth  April. 


The  BcT.  R.  Russell,  B.A.,  Banff,  de- 
mitted  his  ebaif  e  on  9th  April,  and  learea 
for  New  Zealand. 


Died  at  Dnofennline,  on  the  3d  April, 
Ber.  NeU  M'Michael,  D.D.,  8.T.F.,  in  the 
6Tth  jear  of  his  age,  and  88th  of  his 
miniatry. 


Thb  late  Rer.  James  Fallar  was  a  native 
of  Barrhead,  where  he  received  his  early 
education.  He  went  to  the  University  of 
Glasgow  when  only  eleven  years  of  age, 
and  afterwards  studied  divinity  at  Selkirk 
under  the  venerable  Dr.  Lawson,  There 
are  few  of  Dr.  Lawson's  students  now  left. 
The  only  lutrivor  of  Ur.  FoUar'B  yeu  U 
Dr.  Harper  of  Leitb, 

Mr.  Fnllor  was  ordained  minister  of  the 
Secession  congregation  of  Olenluce  in 
April  IB 33.  He  was  a  laborious  and  faith- 
ful minister,  and  preached  the  pore  and 
free  gospel  at  a  time  when  Stoderutiim 
prevailed  in  the  district.  At  one  time  his 
congregation  was  disinibed  and  weakened 
by  the  Morrisonian  controversy,  but  he 
lived  to  see  the  'breach  healed,  and  to 
welcome  back  dear  friends  for  a  tima 
estranged. 

His    active    miniatry  lasted    forty-five 

J  ears,  and  daring  a  great  part  of  that  time 
e  preached  three  discourses  every  Sab- 
bath. For  many  years  he  presohed  once 
a  mouth  at  Oevoch  Chapel,  in  the  western 
part  of  the  parish,  and  he  received  from 
those  who  waited  upon  his  ministrations 
there  a  handsome  testimonial  of  their 
sense  of  the  value  of  his  service!.  He  was 
unwearied  in  the  householfl  visitation  of 
his  flock,  and  of  the  sick  of  all  denomina- 
tions. He  took  a  deep  interest  in  mis- 
sionary work  and  in  Sabbath  schools.  'In 
the  revival  of  1859-60,'  says  the  Rev. 
George  Wilson,  Free  Church  minister, 
Glenluc*,  'it  was  my  privilege  to  reap 
much  fruit  from  the  seed  he  had  sown  in 
former  years  among  the  young.' 

His  intercourse  with  his  ministerial 
brethren  of  all  denominalions  was  of  the 
most'  friendly  kind.  The  Free  Church 
ministers  sent  to  preach  at  Glenlnca  after 
the  Disruption  had  the  free  use  of  his 
pnipit,  and  the  presbytery  of  Stranraer 
sent  him  a  minute  recording  their  thanks 
for  his  kindness ;  and  the  last  time  he 
preached  was  for  his  Free  Church  brother 
when  there  was  affliction  in  his  family. 
He  loved  the  cause  of  union  ;  and  having 
with  joy  and  gladness  of  heart  taken  part 
in  the  union  of  ths  two  branches  of  the 
Secession,  and  then  of  the  United  Seces- 
sion and  Relief  Churches,  he  deeply  re- 
gretted that  he  did  not  live  to  see  a  wider 
union  of  the  Presbyterian  Churches  ac- 
complished. 

Ur.  Puliar  was  happily  married  to  Miss 
Ma^aret  M'Master  in  the  year  1B30,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children,  all  of  whom, 
with  their  mother,  survive  him.    He  la- 
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ugned  bis  miniBlerial  chai^  in  1668,  and  and  the  giri  of  mnnj  marrellDiii  inierpo- 
retired  witb  a  cooatitntion  broken  by  sitione  on  Hii  Chnrch's  Mitil,  direlluig 
labonra  peneTered  in  too  long.  Possess-  vith  tpecial  entpbaiii  on  Hli  kindntM  t* 
ing  ample  tneans  of  hia  own,  ha  refnsed  the  Belief  Fathers  in  enabling  them  to 
to  allow  an;  application  to  be  made  for  vindicate  the  liberties  of  tfae  oppiMiri 
him  to  the  Aged  Uinisters' f  aod.  On  ibe  people  of  Ood.  The  ReT.  T.  WhiidMr, 
fiftieth  jear  after  his  ordination,  the  pres-  H.A^  pastor  of  Ibe  CDDgregatioD,pnidiEd 
bjtary  of  tbe  bounds  presented  htm  witb  in  the  afternoon  from  Heb.  xiiL  B,  on  tlit 
an  addcesi  expressive  of  the  high  ecteem  '  Unchanging  Character  of  Jesoi  Cbfitti' 
in  which  he  was  held  bj  the  brethren,  end  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dranunond  again  omo- 
afterwards,  along  with  a  nnmber  of  friends,  pied  the  palpil  in  the  evening  and  de- 
entertained  him  to  dinner.  After  a  linger-  liveredtoaGrowdedandienceaninstmctirt 
ing  and  severe  illness,  which  be  bore  witb  and  eloqnent  sermon  on  ■  Sowini  ud 
mnch  patience,  he  died  23d  January  IST4,  Beeping,  from  John  iv.  36.  On  Uoiidi}' 
baving  outlived  every  one  of  those  who  evening,apnblicaoireeorthemenilHr>uid 
called  him  to  Glenlnce.  'He  was  a  good  frienda  of  the  congregation  was  held  in  the 
man,'  and  has  now  '  entered  into  the  joy  City  Hall,  wbea  nearly  800  penoas  Ml 
of  bU  Lord.'  down  to  tea.    The  Rev.  Mi  Wtiielnr, 

who  occupied  the  chair,  gave  a  biitcrie^ 

LATINO  TBK  MBMOBUL  STOITB  OF  A  MBW  sketch  of  the  Congregation;  and  mluble 
CHCBCH  IB  BULi..  addiesses  were  delivered  bj  the  RerSr. 
Oh  Saturday,  April  11,  the  memorial  stone  Ailunan,on  'The  Principles  of  lh«BeM;' 
of  a  nei^  church  was  laid  in  Hull.  The  the  Bev.  Dr.  Brown,  on  ■  A  Hnndrc^  Yean 
baltding  has  already  considerably  ad-  Hence ;'  snd  the  Hev.  Dr.  Drummond,  on 
vanced  towards  completion,  and  the  'Congregational  Prosperity.'  Inihecoine 
memorial  atone  was  laid  on  the  east  side,  of  tbe  evening,  a  handsome  geld  aalihud 
in  presence  of  a  large  concourse  of  people,  chain  were  presented  to  Hr.  Whiielsv, 
'The  proceedings  were  opened  by  de-  and  a  gold  brooch  to  Mrs.  Whitelav.  Tbe 
votional  exercises,  in  which  the  Bevs.  Dr.  services  were  continued  on  the  foUowli; 
W.  P.  Maekay  and  J.  Forrest  took  part.  Sabbath  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  C.  SmiDi  of 
An  interesting,  sketch  of  the  congregation  the  Free  Tron,  who  preached  in  the  mom- 
was  read  by  Rev.  G.  Wallace.  The  stone  ing.fromSTim.ii.  19,on  •TlieGcib%of 
was  laid  W  Charles  H.  Wilson,  Esq.,  tbe  Christian  Chnrcb ;'  and  b;  die  Bev. 
M.P.,  and  short  addresses  were  given  by  Dr.  James  Black  of  Wellington  Street, 
Alderman  Lumaden,  J.P.,  one  of  the  who  preached  from  laa.  Ixii.  1,  and  il  llie  ' 
founders  of  the  congregation,  tbe  Rev.  close  of  his  discourse  spoke  as  followi;— 
W.  H.  Stathem,  and  others.  'I  desire  to  express  my  sympatlij  viDi 

torohto—cuiaha  pbxbbtiebijih  cbubob  holding 

— oouu>  STBEBi  C0H0XBOA.TIOH.  teresting  0 

Wb  learn  ftom  the   Toronto   Ohbe   that  tions.    Ha'....o ^ 

during  last  year  this   congregation  have  acquainted  with    your   preient   miniitei 

raiset^  for  extra  congregational  purposes,  nearly  since  the  time  we  entered  coU^ 

tbe  snm  of  £1059,  T».  6d.  I  have  had  opportunities  of  markingwidi 

great  satisfaction  alike  bis  abilitie*  «  * 

OEMTBHAST  SERVICES.       '  studeut,  and  hia  devotednea*  as  a  minilttl 

Spbcul  services  were  held  in  Cathedral  to  the  work  and  cause  of  our  comnoo 

Btreet   Church,  Glasgow,  on   the   fourth  Master.    Under  bis  venerable  predeecaiiT, 

Sabbath  of  March  last,  to  commemorate  I  had  the  privilege  of  studying  in  Ibe 

the  oentenary  of  the  congregation  that  was  Theological  Hall  of  our  Churcli.   D<^ 

formed  in  the  Dovehill  when  the  majority  could  have  a  more  profound  regard  for 

of  the  proprietora  in  Albion  Street  Relief  him  than  I  bad.    He  was  a  man  ofea^ 

Church  retnmed  to  the  Establishment  in  nent  endowmenta,  of  rare  scholsnliip.  isd 

1T74.    The  Rev.  Dr.  Drummond  of  Lon-  of  Chriat-Kke  spirit  and  life.    BysHbn 

don  preached  in  the  morning  on  the  sub-  students  he  w  j  — '  ■ — "    "•' 

ject  of  'Devotional  Oratitode,'  from  Ps.  countenance,  i 
Gvii  SI,  32,  taking  occasion,  in  the  ci        . 

of  an  able  sermon,  to  show  Ibat  God's  npon    my    memory    and   heart 

people  have  the  best  of  all  reasons  for  servante  of  Christ  who.  preceded  1 

cherishing  such  gratitude  in  being  the  re-  the  ministry  here  would  appear  alio  >^ 

dpienta  of  many  and  inestimable  benefits,  hare  been  workmen  who  needed  aol  to  k 

sDcb  as  the  onspeakable   p!i  of  Jeaas  ashamed.    Ton  have. abundant  reuonlo 

Christ,  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Qhost,  the  gift  be  grateful  for  a  inccesaion  of  such  imnit- 

of  the  Bible,  tbe  gift   of  the  Christian  ters,  for  all  the  way  by  which  the  Low 

Church  witb  its  various  means  of  grace,  your  God  has  led  you  these  hundred  yesft 
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and  foe  haTiag  been  enabled  to  npBold  M 
that  time  erangelioal  truth,  and  to  dia- 
leminate  it  to  any  extent  bj  yoai  effbrti 
and  ioflaence  in  tnia  ciCj  and  thTongbont 
tbB  world.  Be  not  forgetful  of  jour  re* 
spoQiibility  in  connection  with  (he  priTi' 
leges  yon  bars  enjoyed,  and  let  the 
remembrMiee  of  the  put,  while  fnmiibins 
yon  with  ao  mnch  caoie  to  thank  Qod  and 
take  oonrage,  only  inspire  you  with  the 
reiolntioD  to  make  a  more  entire  conae- 
Ciation  of  yonrtelTei  to  the  service  of  Him 
who  hai  bonght  yon  with  Hii  blood,  to 
-maintain  with  itill  greater  efflciencj  the 
-ordinances  of  religion  anionic  you,  and 
to  employ  still  more  enBTgetically  means 
which  (hall  hare  for  their  end  the  eTan- 
geliiatioQ  of  the  world.^ 

The  historical  sketch  of  the  congiega- 
tion  referred  to  will  be  given  in  a  fntnre 
nnmber. 


may  be  dirided,  via.  tbote  nndec  SO 
members,  and  those  with  50  bnt  nnder 
100,  those  with  100  bnt  nnder  150,  those 
with  ISO  bnt  under  300,  those  with  300 
but  nnder  300,  and  those  with  300  np  to 
36G ;  which  averages  for  IST3  were  a* 
follows ;  For  stipend,  33s.  8(d.,  19s.  Id., 
15s.  10^.,  13s.  lid,,  10s.  S}d.,  7s.  lljd.; 
for  missions,  etc.,  4s.  O^d.,  3a.  41d.,  Ss. 
7id.,  3s.  9d,,  If.  ll^d.,  Is.  Hid.  respec- 
tivelj ;— and,  what  is  equally  si  ' 
~  wide-spread  dissat 
promptly  allajed,  will  serl- 


awakening  a  wide-spread  dissatisfaction, 
'licb,  if  not  promptly  aUajed,  will  s«  ' 
isly  affect  the  prosperity  of  the  fnnd. 


OVUf^UBB  BT  FBESBITEKT  OF  HAMILTOM. 

It  is  hnmblv  overttired  by  the  Fresby- 
terj  of  Hamilton  to  the  Synod  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Chnrch,  appointed  to 
meet  at  Edinburgh  in  May  1874,— 

I.  liiat  the  principle  oh  which  the 
administration  of  the  Angmentation  Pnnd 
prooeeds  at  present  is  quite  nnfair,  re- 
qniiing,  in  the  case  of  the  smallest  con- 
gregations on  the  lilt,  a  rate  of  con- 
tribntion  more  than  fonr  times  as  high 
as  in  the  case  of  the  largest  congrega- 
tions on  it ;  and,  what  is  worse,  it  tends 
to  enfeeble  the  great  majority  of  the 
snpplemented  CDngregations,  instead  of 
developing  their  enernes  and  resanrces, 
as  will  be  seen  by  a  ^ance  either  at  the 
average  per  member  they  contribnte  for 
stipend  or  for  missionary  and  benevolent 
object**in  the  six  classes  into  which  they 


S.  That  a  great  improvement  would  be 
effected  were  the  Synod,  for  the  goidance 
of  the  Mission  Board,  to  enact  ss  a  stand- 
ing mle,  admitting  of  no  deviation  and 
DO  exception,  that  n6  congregation  with  ' 
SOO  members  or  upwards  stromd,  withoot 
the  sanction  of  the  Synod  itself,  be  allowed. 
a  place  on  the  Bopplemental  list,  in  ac- 
cordance with  a  proposal  made  yean  ago 
by  the  Glasgow  Presbytery,  and  recom- 
mended to  the  last  Synod  but  one  by  tha 
Mission  Board  itself,  but  with  a  qualify- 
ing clause  appended  —  a  proposal  which 
the  Synod  of  1S72  enacted  in  that  modi- 
fied form,  bnt  which  has  ever  since  r»- 
mained  in  a  good  measure  a  dead  letter. 

3.  That,  even  in  the  event  of  the  Synod 
fixing  the  mioimam  8tii>end  at  j£300,  this 
rule  should  still  remain  in  force,  inasmuch 
as  the  68  coBgregations  with  less  than 
100  members  have  already  attained  an 
arerege  of  SOs.  9d.  for  stipend  per  bead; 
and  therefore  the  96  congregations  with* 
membership  ranging  from  100  to  199  conld 
have  DO  great  difflcnlty  in  reaching  an 
equal  average,  and  still  less  conld  the 
SI    congregtiions    with    more  than   SOO 


'  ItirfiKS  at  iUto  JpuHitations. 


IXIBODVCTIoa  TO  THB  Pl.VIJI'E  EpiSILaS. 

By  Fatov  J.  Gloao,  D.D.,  Minister  of 
Galashiels. 

Edlnborili;  T.  &  T.  Clurk.  1874. 
TnxKB  are  obvious  advantages  connected 
with  treating  separately  the  writings  of  one 
porlicolar  scriptural  writer,  as  Dr.  Gloag 
has  here  done  those  of  the  Apostle  PanL 
Thereby  opportonity  is  afforded  of  gatber- 
inf  np  nnder  general  heads,  and  diBcnssing 
fluly  and  finally,  the  various  questions  of 
common  interest  relating  to  the  subject, 
and  thus  of  imparting  to  the  naturally  dry 
and  scattered  studies  proper  to  introduc- 
tion, somewhat  of  the  compactness  and 
interest  of  a  monograph  or  a  biography. 
Dr.  Gloag  has  avadea  himself  in  a  good 
-degree  of  these  advantages.   He  has  at  the 


outset  furnished  in  a  general  introduction 

a  life  and  cbaractariEation  of  the  afiostie, 
an  estimate  of  his  style,  a  discussion  of 
the  question  as  to  lost  episdes,  and  of 
various  other  questions,  relating  to  the 
order  and  date,  the  authenticity,  and  the 
interpretation  of  his  writings.  In  the  con- 
sideration of  the  particular  epistles,  be- 
sides the  matters  ordinarily  treated  of  in 
such  works,  as  anthenticitj,  destination, 
occasion,  contents,  distinctive  pecaliarities, 
etc.,  we  have  also  dissertations  on  special 
points  around  which  controversy  bas  been 
excited,  such  as  Paul's  view  of  the  second 
advent,  the  man  of  sin,  Paul's  relatioD  to 
Judaism,  the  factions  in  the  Corinthian 
Chnrch,  the  Agapfc  and  the  Lord's  Supper, 
Paul's    bodily  infirmity,   bis    tbeoloiitcal 
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concluding  dissertation,  bj  w«y  of  appen- 
dix, OD  the  anthorBhip  of  the  Epistle  to 
the  Hebrews,  of  which  the  reanlt  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  nords  of  Michaelis,  'Afier 
all,  theD,  we  mnst  confess  that  we  do  not 
knoiT  whether  St.  Fsni  wrote  this  epistle 

^e  work,  ■■  a  whole,  is  creditable  to 
the  indnstij  and  leamiag  of  the  antboT. 
No  one  acqaaiuted  with  Dr.  Oloag's  pre- 
Tions  performances  will  expect  to  find  in 
the  present  either  an  accession  of  fieib 
materials  for  (he  elncidation  of  Fanl's 
writings,  or  even  the  handling  of  the  old 
materials  in  a  new  way  so  as  to  secnre 
fresh  reralts.    Neither  will  there  be  ex- 


if  correct,  is  j'gune,  and  the  tboughl 
monplace.  The  aathor,  bowever,  ia  weu 
rood  in  the  literature  of  hi*  subject,  and 
U  able  with  skill  and  clearness  to  marshal 
the  relevant  facts,  opinions,  ^nd  qaota- 
tions,  and  to  present  them  in  orderly  arraj 
within  manageable  camposs.  We  do  not 
see  that  Che  work  contributes  anjChing  of 
the  least  importance  towards  the  aetlle- 
meut  of  the  questions  relating  to  the 
apostle's  writings.  On  the  most  of  these 
questions  the  ordinary  conserratiTe  con- 
dusions  are  reached  by  the  0Tdinai7  argu- 
ments; on  manj,  the  author  is  able  to 
reach  only  a  probability ;  and  on  not  a 
few,  he  professes  himself  in  a  state  of 
dubiety,  and  contents  himself  with  a  stats- 
ment  of  the  reaions  pro  and  con.  The 
most  that  can  be  said  of  (he  hook  is,  that 
it  is  a  painstaking  end  useful  reeumi 
of  the  more  important  argunients  and 
opinions  relating  to  the  life  and  wiittngs 
of  the  great  Apostle,  and  ne  prcsome  that 
this  is  its  true  raiaon  d'ttre.  We  presume 
that  the  author  has  had  in  liew,  not  the 
uttering  to  the  world  of  the  last  word  on 
the  Fanrine  Epistles,  hut  simply  the  fnr- 
ntshing,  in  a  conTenient  fonn,  of  a  compen- 
dium of  the  more  important  views  on  the 
subject  broached  by  eri tics,  ConCinentai  and 
British,  for  the  benefit  of  all  whom  it  may 
concern,  and  specially  of  those  not  within 
easy  reach  of  exiensiye  libraries ;  and, 
viewed  in  this  ligbt,  we  honestly  and 
heartily  commend  the  book. 

The  iHsriBATioM  o:?  thb  Holt  Soup- 

TimBB ;  being   the  Baird   Lectures  for 
1ST3.    By  BoBBRT  Jahiebon,  D.D. 
Edlsbargli  and  London :  WlUlam  Blsckvcod  Ic 

It  is  said  that  edncation  is  more  highly 

prfied  in  Scotland  than  in  any  other 

try.     Whatever  form  this '-- 


admiration  may  take,  it  certainly  nerer 
has  taken  the  lubslaDtial  form  of  suffi- 
cient pecDOiary  rewards  for  its  suGceasfal 
pnrsnit.  Sydney  Smith  said  the  Scotch 
cultivated  liCeraCare  'on  a  little  oat- 
meal;' and  it  was  well  that  the  tastes  of 
aspiring  youths  were  frugal,  and  their  ex.- 

¥ictations  of  material  benefit  humble. 
bings,  however,  are  beginning  to  im- 
Erove  in  this  MSpect:  pecnniaiy  aid, 
ononrahly  won,  is  being  more  Urgely 
provided  for  students  of  promise;  uid 
several  fields  are  being  opened  np,  in 
which  the  man  of  real  learning  mftv  em- 
plov  his  gifte  with  advantage  to  himaelT 
and  profit  to  others. 

The  Baird  Lectureship  is  a  movement 
in  the  right  direction;  and  whatever  fault 
may  be  found  with  much  connected  vitb 
Mr.  Baird's  munificent  gift,  this  ia  one 
aspect  of  it  which  mnst  secure  the  approval 
of  all  lovers  of  true  learning. 

It  is  provided  nnder  the  deed  of  tmat 
that  a  snm  of  £SS.Q  annnally  be  devoted 
tq  the  lectoreship ;  that  tbe  object  of  the 
lecture  shall  be  the  defence  of  divine  troth 
and  refutation  of  unbelief  and  error ;  and 
that  '  the  lecturer  shall  be  a  minister  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland  who  shall  have 
served  the  cure  of  a  parish  for  not  leu 
than  five  years,  or  a  minister  of  any  other 
of  the  Scottish  Presbyterian  Cbardies  who 
shall  have  served  as  pastor  of  a  congrega- 
tion for  a  similar  period  in  his  own  ChoTch.' 
We  must  congratulate  the  generous  origin^ 
ator  on  the  liberality  of  spirit  displayed 
in  the  iast-mentioned  provision.  Perhaps 
Episcopalians  and  Independents  might 
have  dnne  something  also  in  the  ivay  of 
defending  trnth  and  refuting  error ;  but  if 
we  cannot  have  an  eil,  we  may  thankfully 
accept  an  inch  when  it  is  freely  and 
honourably  offered.  It  will  rejoice  na 
greatly  to  see  snch  men  as  Principal  Fair- 
bairn,  and  Professors  Buchanan,  Hadie, 
and  Cairns,  successors  to  Dr.  JanniesoD 
and  FrofesBoi  Crawford  in  this  lecture- 
ship. Certain  grim  facts,  however,  iu 
connecUon  with  humbler  appointments,  do 
not  make  it  probable  that  the  ofBc«  will 
be  put  within  their  reach;  fant  time  will 
tell. 

Dr.  Jamieson  is  a  man  whom  the 
Church  of  Scotland  delights  to  honou. 
He  has  been  raised  to  the  highest  dignity 
which  it  has  to  offer;  he  baa  been 
appointed  to  inatmct  her  rising  nunistiy 
in  the  duties  of  the  pastoral  office  ;  and  he 
has  received  the  first  appointment  to  this 
important  and,  as  Bach  things  are  rewarded 
amongst  us,  not  ill  remnnerated  work. 
And  doubtless  he  has  many  excelient 
qualities  and  qualifications  which  render 
him  not  nnworlhy  of  the  honauTs  that 
have  been  confened  on  him.    He  is  a 
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man  of  uDdonbted  abilitj  &nd  kftrning, 
hig  Tiews  of  divine  truth  are  scriptoral 
and  eiaagelical,  and  he  iB  Bincereljr  and 
eainesllj,  bnt  not  ezcIiuiTeIr,  deTOted  to 
the  Chnroh  to  which  he  befones.  He  is 
alio  raTonrabl^  known  a«  an  BDthor. 

It  m^  be  questioned,  howerer,  if  he 
is  esaetly  the  man  to  treat  sadaractorilj 
the  >erj  difficult  and  most  important 
nibjcct  which  he  has  chosen  for  hie  theme. 
He  does  not  seem  to  have  made  himself 
thoToii^7  acqnaiated  with  the  real  oa- 
tnte  of  the  enbject,  and  hance  the  Yoluiae 
is  pervaded  with  much  coofusion  of 
tboogbt.  The  distioction  between  the 
prariuce  of  inspiration  aa  a  mental  ex- 
perience, and  as  the  reci^rd  of  that  experi- 
eDpe,~iiie  p&rt  with  which  the  reader  is 
diiefij  concerned, — is  not  spoken  of;  while 
muy  of  the  arguments  aadaced  Iq  Bup- 
pon  of  the  doctrine  of  the  inspiration  of 
the  Holj  Scriptorea'  are  reallj  of  force 
onlj  la  the  direction  of  their  gennine- 
neu  and  authenticity.  Aod  these  three, 
genaiaeness,  authenticity,  and  inspiration, 
which  indeed  are  intimatelj  connected,  and 
jet  are  esseatiallj  differeot,  are  very  often 
treated  as  if  they  were  identical.  More- 
over, hii  mind  is  decidedly  popular,  not 
philoiophie,  in  its  cast ;  and  the  mode  of 
treatment  adopted  is  superficial  and  dia- 
coraire,  not  profound  and  scientific.  We 
miu  both  the  kind  of  thought  and  learn- 
ing which  we  had  a  right  to  expect  in  a 
hook  professedly  devoted  to  the  conaidera- 
UoD  of  the  difficulties  and  refutation  of  the 
*[Tora  of  the  higher  and  more  scholarly 
orderofmiode.  The  reader  of  ordinary  in- 
teUlgence  may  pemse  it  nitb  interest  and  a 
meaanre  of  profit,  bat  the  man  of  thought 
and  culture  will  not  £nd  his  legitimate  ex- 
peetatiODS  lealiied.  Many  of  the  present- 
dif  aspects  of  the  subject  are  not  glanced 
at,  and  most  of  its  recent  literature  scarcely 
adverted  to.  Tbe  range  of  thought  and 
learaing  alike  is  limited.  On  one  occasion, 
indeed,  he  ventorea  on  unfamiliar  ground. 
In  0Q6  of  the  notes  he  quotes  Matthew 
-Arnold's  dictom  about  prophetic  inspirn- 
tian,  which  is  simply  to  the  eSect  that  it 
was  a  high  state  of  mental  excitement, 
induced  bj*  a  peculiar  susceptibility  to  a 
certain  kind  of  natural  emotioui ;  and, 
having  made  the  quotation,  he  observes, 
'If  there  be  any  meaning  lying  hid  in  this 
conglomerate  of  hyperbolical  expressions, 
it  has  baSed  all  our  efforts  to  penetrate  it.' 
Dr.  Jamieson  apparently  haa  never  been 
cniellj  exercised  with  doubt  himself,  and 
he  is  incapable  of  sympathetically  placing 
himself  in  the  position  of  the  doubter. 
Hence  he  is  apt  to  regard  his  opponents, 
not  so  mnch  as  the  victims  of  intellectual 
error,  as  moral  delioqueuts,  and  employs 
tbe  fiery  dennncialion  of  the  prophet  where 


it  were  more  meet  10  nte  calm,philMotihio 

(irga  mentation. 

The  volume,  therefore,  will  be  only  of 
limited  service.  It  will  be  very  aeceptable 
and  may  be  vei;  usefal  to  a  certain  clata, 
but  there  are  othert  by  whom  it  will  be 
lightly  regarded.  It  is  said  that  on  one 
occasion  an  admirer  of  D'Aubign^'f 
Biilory  of  tht  RefonnaHon  asked  Neaa- 
der  bis  opinion  of  it,  to  which  he  curtly 
replied,  'It  is  a  favourite  with  mr  sister.' 
What  may  havebeeo  the  mental  calibre 
of  the  great  writer's  relative  we  caiinot 
tell,  but  it  was  evidently  implied  that  aha 
was  not  of  so  exacting  an  order  of  intellect 
as  himself.  Assuredly  it  ia  well  not  to  be 
too  exacting.  Still,  seeing  there  are  per- 
sons who  cannot  be  convinced  merdy  by 
flowing  periods  and  confldent  assertion, 
it  is  right  that  their  difficulties  should  be 
kindly  and  intelligently  considered,  and  if 
possible  removed, 

BaLEOT   BsHiJIIB  OF    IlLAT  BuSMft,  DJ}., 

of  the  Free  Chorch  College,  Glasgow. 
Edited  by  Rev.  Jakxb  C.  Bcshs.  With 
Memoir  by  Rev.  W,  G.  Bliikib,  D.  D., 

LL.D.,  New  College,  Bdinbu^h. 
IdDdon:  Jun«Nltt«t  AGO.  18T4. 
Db.  Iti.i.T  BnsHa  Was  a  man  of  fine  gifts 
and  beautiful  character.  JSe  haa  been 
before  the  public  for  many  years  now  aa 
an  anthor,  and  his  .writings  have  been 
highly  priised.  It  was  natural  that  a 
desire  should  be  felt  to  have  something 
from  the  ample  stores  of  one,  of  whom  It 
may  be  said  he  touched  nothicg  which  he 
did  not  adorn.  These  Remains  consist  of 
three  parts,  with  a  prefatory  Uemoir  by 
Dr.  Blaikie.  In  tbe  first,  we  have  a  selec- 
tion fcom  Bermons  preached  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  their  author's  ministry  ;  in 
the  second,  selectiona  from  bis  academical 
lectures ;  and  in  the  third,  ecclesiasticsLl 
essays  that  appeared  in  the  Britith  and 
Foreign  Evangelical  Seview.  The  Memoir 
bv  Professor  Blaikie  is  written  with  all 
the  warmth  of  a  lengthened,  cordial,  and 
appreciative  friendship.  While  it  ii  eulo- 
gistic, it  is  not  unduly  so,  and  presents  its 
subject  to  us  in  a  very  interestiag  and 
attractive  wa^  at  the  most  important 
periods  of  his  life.  Tbe  sermons  are 
characterised  by  beauty  and  thoughtful- 
ness.  There  Ib  nothing  original  or  pro- 
found about  them,  but  they  manifeat  a 
mind  in  aympalhy  with  'die  good,  the 
beautiful,  and  the  true'  in  nature,  in  art, 
in  humanity.  It  is  a  genial,  kindly,  culti- 
vated man  that  speaks  to  us,  and  seeks  to 
win  US  to  goodness  and  to  God;  and  u 
we  reld,  our  fancy  is  pleased  and  our 
heart  is  touched. 

The   lectures   strike  tu   as  btitifb  U 
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Bc&demicol  lectnret,  the  least  sat[sfactorv 
put  of  the  Tolame.  Thaj  ibow,  indeed, 
K  good  acqauat&Dce  both  with  the  natiire 
and  UteraCure  of  the  Bubjects  uader  dis- 
coasioB,  bnt  the/  are  too  slight  and  short 
for  the  thorough  discnuioD  of  the  great 
themes  of  which  they  treat.  That  on 
•The  DifficnlliM  of  the  Bible,'  e.g.,  dis- 
puei  of  'the  scientific  and  historical 
difficnities '  within  the  compass  of  thirty 
pages.  This  want  of  depth  and  complete- 
ness, boweTer,  mar  be  accounted  for  by 
what  is  said  in  the  preface.  'Forming 
parL  originally,  of  bis  course  as  Professor 
of  Apologetic  Theology,  tbay  were  de- 
tirered  in  their  present  "  popolai "  form 
during  the  winter  of  1871-2  to  a  large 
audience  of  the  young  men  of  Glasgow,  Gy 
whom  they  were  highly  appreciated.* 

The  ■  Ecclesiastical  Essays '  are  the  most 
elaborate  part  of  the  Tolnme.    The  authc 


less  felicitous  than  Br.  Bums'  osnijly  is, 


nttertj  nntenable  position  of  the  ^tuol- 
istic  patty  in  the  Church  of  England  are 
thoronghly  exposed. 

Alt - 

ing  o: 

widely  read  and  much  relished.  And 
these  days,  tiheawehare largely  circulat- 
ing amongst  us  a  kind  of  religious  litera- 
ture that  is  not  entirely  for  edification, 
coarse  in  tone  and  exaggerated  in  exprei' 
sion,  it  is  well  to  hare  rolumes  like~the 
present,  in  which  good  taste  is  made  the 


Thb  HisTOBic  Okioik  or  ihb  Bible, 
A  Handbook  of  Principal  Facts  from 
the  best  recent  Antborities,  Oerman 
and  English.  By  Bswim  Cohe  Bib- 
BBix,  A.U.  With  an  Introduction  by 
Professor  Boswell  D.  Uiichcoox, 
D.D. 

EdlDbniKli :  Ollphsnt  A  Co. 
In  pursuing  important  and  necessary 
Studies,  some  are  sorely  tried  bj  the  want 
of  time,  and  others  by  the  want  of  appro- 
priate books.  Hence  the  great  value  of 
treatises  which  contain  in  a  condensed 
form  the  contents  of  libraries,  and  render 
long,  laborious  research  and  the  command 
of  exteosire  stores  of  information  un- 
necessary. The  book  before  ns  is  one  of 
this  kind.  In  a  clear,  condensed  form 
we  have  a  mass  of  most  nsefal  infor- 
mation regarding  die  best  of  books  as 
a  whole,  and  in  its  several  pan«.     Pro- 


fessor Hitchcock  in  his  Introduction  uji, 
■It  is  of  the  Bible  as  a  book  aniongK 
books  that  this  volnme  uudeitakei  to 
treat.  It  covers  groand  not  vet  corend 
by  any  single  volume  that  has  jct  sp. 
peared,  and,  so  far  as  I  have  eumincd, 
the  work  appears  to  me  to  have  been  well 
done.  The  author,  whom  I  have  biom 
for  some  years  as  an  ardent  and  ctilial 
scholar,  has  spared  no  pMns  to  b«  MDsd 
and  accurate  in  his  canclnsions,  ir  hs 
now  win  the  success  he  merits,  it  will  Ik 
all  he  has  need  to  covet.'  lis  Tolime 
evetywhere  gives  evidence  not  only  of  ilie 
greatest  industry  in  tbe  coUecttan  of  fulg, 
bat  of  the  possession  by  the  aiilbor  ol  a 
vigorous  critical  faculty,  which  euUa 
him  to  arrange  and  estimate  the  fscti  is  I 
lucid  and  trustworthy  manner.  It  Iiu 
our  cordial  commendBlion.  Those  utio 
ate  preparing  for  tbe.workof  themhutDT, 
and  those  too  who  are  engaged  in  it,  wUl 
find  it,  as  furnishing  reliable  infonnstion, 
and  indicatinK  sources  firom  whicli  infat- 
mation  may  be  obtained,  eminently  at- 
viceable. 


In  TKB  Holt  IiAMd.  By  Ber.  Ammw 
Thohsob,  DJ),  F,E.S.E.,  Miniiler  of 
Bronghton  Place  Cborch,  Edizibnrgb. 
London;  T,  Nelson  IDd  Sou  1974- 
'  Or  making  many  books,'  sulh  the  kiss 
man,  'there  is  no  end,'  This  ii  tmc  in 
almost  every  department  of  huniin  know- 
ledge, and  It  is  a  quesEion  wheliier  it  Is  M 
be  regretted  or  oUierwise.  A  good  boot 
snrelv  deserves  to  live,  and  a  bad  or  nie- 
less  book  can  easily  be  put  ssida.  W 
is  true  especially  with  regitd  to  boob 
upon  the  Bible  and  the  Holy  Lsnil;  iiul 
we  wQuld  antecedently  especl  it  lo  be  » 
The  Bible  is  so  many-aided,  so  nni'ual 
we  should  say,— covering  the  whols  «"■ 
ali^  and  potentiality  of  human  nstnit'{' 
well  as  the  whole  revelation  of  Gm'i 
works,  purpose,  and  will,— that  It  hu  fo- 
nished  subject  for  many  good  boois  ■!■ 
ready,  and  will  famish  sobjeets  for  muj 
more.  It  is  the  same  with  Palutine  ind 
tbe  contiguous  regions,  tliat  formed  tbe 
tbeatro  of  historic  J  events  cecoided  in  H" 
Bible,  They  share  in  iheuniTerisI  bn^ 
interest  that  atUches  to  the  Bible.  Hw 
can  one  know  the  book  weU  witbonl  SMie 
knowledge  of  the  land. 

We  welcome,  therefbte,  any  neirbwj 
on  Palestine  that  poiaessei  a  ipeou" 
of  its  own.  There  are  many  tbil  "" 
no  specialty  — that  present  no  fs**" 
why  they  should  have  ever  been  ■!««'■ 
They  were  written  by  men  po"*"!"! 
no  faculty  of  eedng,  and, having  no  nu 
and  ready  resources  of  Scriptnre  bW»I 
in  inatinotiTely  into  sights  of  pt»ee«i  >"''' 
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ners,  habiti,  etc.,  interpreting  and  be- 
ing interpreted  in  tnrn.  Dr.  Tfaomaon 
has  gone  to  Falettine  with  the  quick  uid 
WBtuifnl  eje  of  a  seer,  irith  a  inscepti- 
tiilitjr  of  impreuion  from  the  iight  of 
sacred  placea  that  elevates  him  at  timei 
into  pure,  chsBtened  poetry,  and  with  a 
wealth  of  indwelling  bCoih  of  Bciiptnre 
tliat  laj  in  wait,  a«  it  vrere,  for  illoBtration 
and  folfilment  in  the  things  he  eaw.  We 
were  particnlarlj  stmck  and  interested 
fej  the  happiness  of  the  narratlre  in  thii 
last  respect.  And,  indeed,  the  Boctor  in 
hia  modest  preface  atateit  that  thia  ia 
one  of  the  objects  he  kept  steadiljio  viev 
dating  Mb  'dericnl  failoagh.'  'It  seems 
next  to  impoBsihle,'  ha  writes  (and  jet 
facta  prove  it  to  be  very  poasible)  'for 
anr  one  who  knows  something  of  the 
Bible,  and  who  has  a  fair  meaanre  of  the 
power  of  observation,  to  spend  even  a 
week  in  Palestine  witbont  being  able  to' 
record  some  cnstom  among  the  people,  or 
to  observe  some  featnre  in  the  scenery, 
that  shall  be  found  to  shed  new  or  in- 
creased light  npou  some  sentence  of  the 
Word  of  God.  To  have  done  some  little 
■ervicB  in  theae  waja  ia  about  the  measure 
of  OUT  claims  to  atteotian.'  The  claims 
of  the  book  to  attention  in  this  respect  are 
great ;  indeed,  we  know  of  no  book  of  the 
kind  ibat  wiUiin  tbe  same  compass  sheds 
so  mnch  light,  fronT  obsenation  of  men, 
pUces,  ana  things,  on  obscure  and  nii' 
noticed  passages  of  Scripture  as  (his  book 

The  record  of  travel  ia  otherwise  written 
widi  cnllnre  and  sparkle,  as  might  have 
been  expected,— is  full  of  touches  of  re- 
Btruoed  hnmour,  of  classical  ea  well  as 
acriptnrol  alloaion, — is  here  and  there  en- 
livened with  racy  incidents,  and  with 
graphic  and  vivid  description  of  places, 
and  is  altogether  instructive  and  exhilar- 
ating. It  does  not  profess  to  be  a  book 
of  travel,  properly  so  called,  nor  of  scien- 
ce exploration,  nof  of  learned  criticism; 
but  it  gives  os  the  best  results  of  all  these 
withoat  trottbling  us  with  their  cnmbroas 
processes,  and  is  on  that  occoont  the 
more  fitted  to  interest  the  nugori^  in 
the  land  where  the  most  momentoDS 
events  that  affect  humanity  were  trans- 
acted, and  in  the  book  where  these  events 
are  recorded  for  our  salvation. 

We  might  bare  illustrated  oar  remarks 
by  quoting  some  of  the  many  graphic 
Hscagea  vrith  which  the  book  abounds, 
bnt  we  refer  the  reader  to  itself,  assnring 
Um  he  will  find  its  perusal  alike  interest- 
JDB  and  Inatmctive. 

It  only  remains  to  say  that  it  is  enriched 
by  some  excellent  plctonal  illustrations, 
and  that  the  Messrs.  Nelson  have  done 
their  part  with  their  osual  good  taste. 


OASbUTDS    FoLFrr.      Farts    I.   and   II. 
Issued  Quarterly. 

London:  EUIot Stock. 

The  OoMands  PuipU  consists  of  a  series 
of  disconrsee  that  seem  meant  for  the 
preacher  rather  than  the  lay  reader.  They 
are  after  the  manner  of  those  in  such 
publications  as  the  HomilUt  and  PtdpU 
Analyst.  Theyarecharacteriied  by  marked 
ability,  their  tone  is  evangelical,  and  the 
thinking  ii  fresh  and  vigorous.  It  strikes 
OS,  however,  that  they  have  tbe  defects  as 
well  as  merits  of  those  found  in  the  volumes 
referred  to.  There  is  occasionally  a  strain- 
ing about  the  language  tbat  is  not  quite 
agreeable,  and  the  expressions  and  ulua- 
trations  are,  in  some  instances,  not  in  the 
best  of  taste.  Perhaps  we  could  not  better 
illustrate  our  remarks  than  by  quoting  a 
passage  from  the  first  discourse,  which  is 
entitled  'DiviaB  and  Human  Co-opera- 
'"in.'the  r--"-'--'  ■^-■--  --^ - 

■n  blind 

'I.  T/ie  maj/i  qf  providenet  are  o/bnt  dark 
and  mgiterimu.—U  Is  but  natural  for  the 
inquisitive  mind  to  seek  an  adequate  reason 
for  the  corporeal  inSrmities  and  mental  de- 
rangementa  vritb  which  hamsn  nature  Is  so 
often  afflicted.  Buoh  anomalies  existing 
under  the  governiaent  of  a  just  and  wise 
Ood'have  staggered  the  belief  of  many  in  a 
general  or  special  providence,  and  have 
oriyen  many  to  tbe  cold  embmee  of  stony- 
hearted fate ;  whilst  the  phecomeea  have 
inniired  othera  with  a  profoander  reveranoe 
and  a  stronger  faltb,  as  they  goae  upon  tbeaa 
atupendons  mysterieB  of  being.  Jewish  rebUa 
and  pa«an  pbilosopheis  trisd  hard  to  solve 
the  problem.  To  the  ionner,  cOQatitntional 
detects  were  a  judicial  punisliinent ;  to  the 
latter,  a  lauu  natwu—t,  freak  of  nature. 
However,  these  vogue  speaulatJouB  did  not 
eatiafy  the  craving  of  the  human  inlelleet ; 
and  it  cried  for  more  light,  till  at  last  tbe 
Great  Teacher  set  the  matter  at  rest  by  Hie 
authoritative  declaration, '  But  that  the  worka 
of  Qod  shonid  be  mode  manifest  in  him.' 
Let  the  oynic  and  satiriat  beware,  lest,  while 
venting  their  spleen  upon  the  leaa  fortunate 


d  the 


eliphtest  tonoh  by  His  little  finger  of  one 
spindle  of  existence  would  throw  tbe  coi^ 
poreal  and  mental  maohinMry  of  the  censor 
mto  utter  confusion  and  derangement.' 

Thb  Tbrbitobui.  Visitos'b  Mahcii» 
By  the  Bev.  W.  Tukeb.     4th  Edition. 

Bdlalmigb ;  Jobutene,  Qmiter,  A  Co.  IXH, 
TaiB  beautifully  got  up  little  volume  has 
reached  a  fourtheditian,audvci7  deservedly 
so,  It  contains  the  ripe  results  of  large 
experience.  The  work  in  which  its  author 
was  BO  long  and  so  honourably  engaged  is 
JuBt  about  BB  trying  as  it  is  possible  to 
imagine,  but  he  evidently  is  well  fitted  for 
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'""Bi'ij 


it.  Hr.  Tasker,  u  be  appeut  in  theie 
pagea,  is  a  man  of  kindly  nature,  great 
good  (enie,  4111I  enlightened  piety.  Ha 
doei  not  strike  jon  as  being  so  traglcallj 
ia  earnest  aa  Bome  workers,  irbo  hammer 
away  at  one  point,  oblirians  of  allelse;bat 
be  is  deeply  in  eameit,  only  his  is  a  wise 
eamestneiB,  wbich  recc^ises  the  mani- 
foldness  of  our  QBtare  and  its  necessities, 
and  jadiciously  applies  tbe  fitting  means 
to  aecompliah  the  desired  end.  He  bos  a 
pftwky  huinonr  withal,  which  comprehenda 
kliko  tbe  mirthfal  and  pathetic  side  of 
tbingi,  and  finds  its  way  to  the  heart.  We 
could  qaote  many  iacidents  and  anecdotes, 
interesting  in  themaelTes  and  illustralirs 
of  our  remarkg.  We  confine  onrselTes, 
however,  to  the  following  wise  and  kindly 
connsels    wbich    he    tenders    to    district 

'  Tou  will  not  forget  the  Baying  of  Dr. 
Cbalmer%  that  tbe  way  Into  a  man's  heart  is 
In  at  the  door  of  bis  bouse.  Let  me  add,  tbat 
tha  way  into  tbe  hearts  of  parents  ia  through 
their  obildren.  *^Be  pitiful,  be  oourteous.'^ 
Kever  enter  a  house  without  knotting  at  the 
door,  though  it  were  the  pooreat  oallar  or 
meanest  garret.  A  little  reflection  will  teaeh 
yon  it  is  all  the  more  needlol  on  this  very 
account  bo  to  act.  Ton  may  Snd,  on  entering 
at  twelve  01  one  o'clock,  that  they  are  at 
dinner.     In  BOph  a  case  withdraw  inBtantly, 


u  will  a< 


1,  but  tl 


...     .  mneh  admirable  advice 

the  belt  manner  of  carrying  on  their 
ardnoni  and  important  labours,  both  in 
their  earthly  and  heavenward  aspecta. 

Tim  Liedtbnaht's  Two  D*uohtbm. 

WlUIam  OUpbaat  A  Co.    Edliil>urgli.    UT4. 
In  tbis  abort  story  we  have  bronght  before 


selfish,  the  younger  exacting . 
able.  They  exert  an  inQnonce  oa  each 
other,  but  happily  that  for  sood  prevails. 
It  is  love  that  couqaere.  The  book  is  an 
excellent  one  far  tne  young. 

LiTTLx  Booxa  BT  JoHN  BuirTAS. — The 
Acceptable  Sacrifice,  etc. ;  Tbe  Besor- 
rection  from  the  Bead,  etc  Edited  by 
Oeoboe  Offoso. 

BlacUe  A  Sona.  London,  EdlnbDrgfa,  and 

The  book  wilh  wbich  Bunjan'sname  is  in- 
die solublj  linked  is  the  Pilgrim' tProgroi; 
but  everything  Ibat  he  wrote  is  full  of 
interest,  end  worthy  of  widest  circulation. 
This  edition  of  his  works  ia  a  very  ex- 
cellent one.  While  the  books  are  con- 
veniently tmall,  the  printing  is- comfortably 
large,   and  the    1 — •— -—  ■-    ■■■ — '- 


re  them  oftheirneededdietc 
and  of  the  enjoyment  of  eating  it  in  a  saasoD- 
able  condition.  They  will  be  grateful  for 
being  left  at  auob  a  time,  and  they  will  ealeem 
yon  lor  your  Byropathy  in  sboiring  that  yoo 
refiect  that  they  like  a  good  dinner  as  weU  as 
yoorsalf,  asd  that  you  are  pleased  when  they 
hare  such  an  enjoyment.' 
Trifles  these,  perhaps  some  may  say, 
merely  trifles  I  But  they  are  not  so.  Our 
conduct  in  reference  to  such  matters  affects 
tbe  objects  of  our  benevolent  effort  favour- 
ably or  nnflavonrably;  and  by  showing  that 
we  appreciate  their  bodily  needs,  they  may 
be  more  eaail*  led  to  recognise  and  care  fgr 
their  spiritnal  wants. 

We  cordiaUy  commend  this  Manaai  to 
all  who  ate  engaged  (and  wonid  that  mnlti- 


JamM  Nlibet  A  Ca  LondoD.  1BT4. 
Tbbbb  seven  short  diaconnies  are  not 
signally  characterized  by  mental  gnup, 
btit  they  are  pervaded  hy  a  pioni  s'pint. 
There  is  mncli  more  of-  the  exclamaCoiy 
and  hortatory  than  tbe  argumentative  in 
them,  and  they  are,  tbe^efore,  more  likely 
to  be  acceptable  to  those  who  prefer  to 
have  their  Icelings  stirred  than  their  minds 
informed  or  convinced.  By  persons  of  this 
class  tbey  will  be  read,  ;u  doubtless  thev 
were  listened  to  when  preached,  wilo 
interest  and  edification. 


THE  LATE  PROFESSOR  M'MICHAEL. 
'  Here  we  bare  no  ooatinoing  city.'  We  are  ever  painfully  reminded  of  this  trutii  by 


TiLiT^r^  MOHTHLY  RETROSPECT.  235 

bietliren  beloved  have  fallen  in  the  good  fight  in  which  they  were  engaged.  We 
eball  miss  at  our  approaching'  annual  gathering  familiar  faces.  Mr.  t^bmaa,  of 
Manchline,  will  not  occapy  bis  accustomed  seat,  and  we  will  not  have  the  benefit  of 
hia  asgaciouB  counBel  and  Hingolar  ability  for  the  important  office  he  so  honourably 
filled.  And  now  also  one,  with  whom  a  whole  generation  of  the  ministry  were 
familiar  as  a  teacher,  has  passed  away.  It  stirred  feelings  of  gNiuine  sorrow,  and 
awakened  pensive  memories  in  the  hearts  of  many  long  tried  in  ministerial  labour, 
wben  they  read  in  the  newspaper  obituary  that  Professor  M  'Michael  was  no  more. 
This  ia  not  the  [dace  to  apeak  of  his  amiability  and  excellence  as  a  man,  of  hia 
sbility  and  erudition  as  a  professor,  of  the  great  boon  which  he  conferred  on  the 
Church  by  originating  and  carrying  successfully  out  one  of  the  most  uacful  of  its 
schemes, — these  will  receive  due  notice.  But  we  mast  here  express  our  deep  sense 
of  the  loss  we  have  sustained  by  the  removal  of  one  who  for  a  time  occupied  the 
place  of  editor  of,  and  always  was  an  able  and  valued  contributor  to,  this  JoomaL 
It  was  our  hope  that  we  would  long  and  lai^ely  benefit  b^  his  ripe  experience  and 
various  learnwg  ;  but  it  was  the  Master's  will  to  take  him  to  Himself  and  to  the 
reirard  which  awaita  the  faithful  servant,  and  it  is  ouis  to  submit  to  His  decree. 


PHOFESSOEIAL  UTTERANCES. 


this  idea  of  a  University  has  ondei^one  considerable  change,  and  like  other  institu- 
tiens  on  which  there  reate  a  VMierable  air  of  old  age,  and  around  which  were  drawn 
lines  of  sacred  and  august  seclusion,  it  feels  its  need  of  popiUar  sympathy  and 
support.  Many  illustrationB  of  this  might  be  given  ;  but  meanwhile  let  it  suffice 
to  instance  the  fact  that  professorial  lectures,  in  the  ordinary  course  or  on  special 
occasions,  that  were  deemed  of  interest  only  to  studious  youth,  are  now  reported  in 
U:e  newspapers,  and  regarded  as  of  really  general  utility.  One  of  these  by  Pro- 
fessor Lorimer,  in  coimeotion  with  the  Philosophic  Society  of  the  Bkjinbui^h 
ITiuveisity,  is  worthy  of  note.  On  tbe  occasion  of  tbe  dehveryof  this  lecture, 
FrofeHSor  Fraser  occupied  the  choir,  and  for  its  delivery  Professor  Colderwood 
proposed  a  vote  of  tjianks.  The  subject  was  Theology— the  science  of  the  relation 
of  man  to  God,  and  Juriaprodenoe — tiie  science  of  the  relation  of  man  to  man.  No 
oere  important  subject  could  have  been  chosen,  and  it  was  treated  in  a  tboughtfid 
and  suggeatiTe  manner.  The  learned  Professor  thinks  both  of  these  sciences  are  in  a 
very  unsatisfactory  state,  because  they  are  not  as  yet  founded  on  a  general  prinoijile 
of  soffident  comprehension.  Everything  ia  done  bit  by  bit,  and  the  jirincipte  which 
vould  explain  and  justify  the  whole  hss  not  been  ascertained  and  is  not  acted  on, 
snd  beoce  we  have  most  incongruous  and  unsatisfactory  results. 

Now  every  thoughtful  and  intelligent  observer  of  the  state  of  things  amongst 
uamuBt  bare  much  sympathy  with  the  Piofessor'a  views.  We  boast  of  our  modem 
dvilisalJon  ;  but  surely,  if  there  is  much  for  which  we  ought  to  be  grateful,  there 
is  much  also  of  which  we  may  well  be  ashamed.  Not  to  apeak  of  practical  evils 
Ibat  abound  in  Church  and  State,  how  far  are-  we  from  having  reached  theoreti' 
c&lly  a  philosophic  principle  of  action  that  will  be  a  guide  and  defence  to  us  amidst 
the  warring  elements  by  which  we  are  surrounded  I  We  do  not  forget,  indeed,  that 
trntbs  of  utmost  importanee  in  morals  and  in  religion  lie  on  the  surface,  and  may 
be  grasped  by  all.  And  it  may  be  contended  that  this  is  all  that  is  nepessary.  It 
may  be  sll  that  is  necessary  for  the  action  of  particular  individuals,  but  surely  it 
would  be  profitable  to.  all  if  the  present  haphazard  and  oonfiicting  action  among 
men  professedly  seeking  the  same  end  in  reference  to  the  most  important  objeots 
were  removed,  and  some  general  grounds  set  forth  in  which  all  might  unite  and 
irork  intelligently  and  humoniously  (though  with  differences  in  detail)  together. 
Careful  stody  shows  that  the  tendency  of  all  principles  is  towards  onity — a  higher 
principle  by  which  they  are  all  embraced ;  superficial  observation  of  things  around 
<u  sh<nrs  that  (he  tendency  is  towards  diversity  and  disintegration.  If  wis  be  so, 
BDKly  our  movement  is  not  altogether  progress,  and  we  nave  yet  mach  to  learn 
erw  amid  the  blaze  of  our  nineteenth  century  illuminati(»i. 
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SIGN8  AND  SOUNDS  OF  THE  COMING  CONFLICT. 
There  wm  a  time  vhhin  the  recollection  of  uot  ve^  aged  persona,  when  the 
EBteblished  Chnrchw  of  these  lands  Etood,  as  tbe;  imagined,  at  once  on  a  rock  and  a 
pedestal,  secure  and  lifted  up.  Poor  Dissent  might  munnur  round  their  base,  bat 
It  was  to  be  regarded  onlf  with  the  pity  and  contempt  due  to  utter  impotence. 
Bnt  times  hare  changed,  and  even  tiie  rock  is  being  mined  and  the  pedestal  aseum- 
ing  less  lofty  dimenuons.  Dissent  is  indubitably  increasing  in  magnitude  and 
power,  and  State  Churchism  is  receiving  shocks  of  variouB  kinds  which  are  evidently 
weakening  its  once  robnst  oonstitntion.  Dissenters  are  now  making  themselves 
Tery  nnwelcomely  felt  in  unwonted  places.  It  is  indeed  a  sore  thing  for  the  once 
omnipotent  heritors  of  country  parishes  to  be  obliged  to  meet  in  School  Board  con- 
claves with  the  men  they  once  contemned,  and  be  obliged  to  listan  to  opinions 
which  formerly  tbey  loftily  scorned.  The  other  day  a  petition  was  presented  to 
the  Freebyteiy  of  Kdinburgh,  supported, .  it  seems,  and  signed  by  not  a  few  Dis- 
seatars.  Dr.  Bobert  Nisbet  sneered  with  elaborate  court«<iy  and  ill-concealed 
wratJi  at  tfae  intrusion,  and  indicated  that  tha  Presbytery  needed  not  the  presence 
and  advice  of  such  men,  and  hinted  they  had  assumed  a  position  to  which  OKy  had 
no  right.  For  this  he  was  righteously  rebuked  by  a  brother  minister,  and 
reminded  that  such  was  not  the  proper  tone  to  assume.  No,  the  day  is  past  for 
that ;  and  we  would  remind  Dr.  Nisbet  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  ministerial 
stipend,  towards  the  raising  of  which  in  Established  Churches  Dissenters  are  com- 
peUed  by  law  to  contribute ;  and  when  Di.  Nisbet  and  his  brethren  are  willing  to 
do  without  dissenting  money,  we  are  sure  they  will  not  be  troubled  with  dissent- 
ing advice.  The  Church  of  Scotland  stands  in  a  certain  l^al  relation  to  the  whole 
population,  and  men  of  all  religions  and  of  no  religion  have  certain  rights  in  refer- 
.  ence  to  it,  to  which,  in  connection  with  other  Oburches,  they  can  lay  no  claim. 
The  great  need  for  instruction  in  the  matter  of  the  connection  between  duty  and 

Erivilege  is  things  sacred,  is  being  illostrated  after  apainfnl  and  humiliatiDg  fashion 
y  certain  letters  that  are  being  published  by  Scottish  Episcopalian  divines.  Th^ 
starve  on  a  miserable  pittance,  whilst  not  a  few  of  the  great  and  noble  of  the  earUi 
watt  on  their  ministrations,  and  many  carriagea  with  obsequious  lackeys  adorn  their 
church  gates  at  the  hours  of  worship.  Of  codise  these  peers  and  peeresses  do  not 
re^rd  it  as  their  duty  to  maintain  ordinances;  itisthedntyof  the  State,  it  ia  only 
in  th^  case  a  sad  necessity ;  but  it  is  a  necessity  shamefully  disregarded.  The 
rudest  sense  of  justice  and  merest  feelings  of  humanity  ought  to  lead  to  very  dif- 
ferent conduct.  Wliilst  coursing  d(^  and  racing  horses  are  maintained  at  an 
extravagant  cost,  the  poorest  pittance  is  doled  out  to  the  man  who  ministo^to 
them  in  holy  things.  Of  old  it  was  said  the  dogs  eat  of  the  crumbs  that  fell  from 
their  master's  table;  but  now  the  dogs  fare  somptuoudyevery  day,  and  the  crumbs 
are  the  portion  of  the  priests. 

So  long  as  we  have  a  Church  by  law  eetat^shed,  we  shall  have  entirely  wrong 
views  about  ministerial  support,  and  all  manner  of  anomalies.  This  is  being  widely 
felt,  and  expression  is  being  given  to  it  even  in  directions  from  which  a  differoit  v<Nce 
was  wont  to  be  heard.  The  members  of  the  Broad  Church  party  have  hitherto 
expressed  themselves  as  favourable  to  the  establishment  of  a  Church  in  which^aS 
creeds  might  find  a  place,  and  men  of  all  professions  unite.  But  the  manner  in 
which  this  is  already  working  in  the  Church  of  En^nd  is  becomiiig  a  scandal  and 
di^race,  and  so  we  find  the  Spectator  saying :  'Within  the  Church  the  difftt- 
cnce  of  parties  is  infinite — we  use  the  word  advisedly.  From  Broad  Chutohmea  to 
Unitarians,  from  Evangelical  to  Dimenter,  there  is  but  a  stop ;  but  the  step  fttan 
suchas  VoTSET  to  Macohochie,  and  such  as  he,  is  at  least  that  from  the  sublime  to 
the  ridicolous.     We  decline  to  apportion  the  adjectives.' 

A  Church  that  has  become  scandalous  and  ridiculous  surely  ought  not  to  be 
tolerated ;  it  ought  to  cease  and  to  determine.  And  so  we  rejoice  to  see  that  it 
is  rigorously  attacked.  In  the  third  tract  published  under  the  sanction  of  our 
Synod,  the  stato  of  the  Church  of  England  is  treated  of  in  a  most  cultivated  and 
capable  manner.  It  is  worthy  its  admirable  predecesors,  and  its  calm  and 
scholarly  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  case  is  most  damaging. 
We  have  also  to  notice  the  first  number  of  the  DisKnter,  issued  by  the  S 
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SisestabliBhment  and  Church  Bat«s  Abolition  ABaociAUon.  It  has  kU  .tlie  vigonr 
(d  youug  life  abont  it,  and  coataina  an  amount  of  informalioa  in  its  epecial  eab- 
ject,  co)Wt«d  from  all  aonrcee,  that  is  moat  interesting  and  inBtmctive.  It  is 
rightly  aaaerted  hj  this  Aaaociation,  that  Seeing  Government  is  about  to  move  io 
the  matter  of  Church  improvement,  it  is  necessarj  for  ua  to  eee  that  the  improve- 
ment  be  of  the  right  sort ;  not  that  the  Chorch  be  impFoved  in  this  direction  and 
in  that,  but  that  it  be  improved  out  of  eiistence  as  a  creature  of  the  State.  Wh»t 
may  be  the  special  features  of  the  Lord  Advocate's  bill,  of  course  we  cannot  m 
yet  Bay.  DoubtlesH,  however,  it  will  have  a  reference  to  patronage ;  but  perhaps 
it  may  be  found  that  the  attempt  to  remove  this  pillar  of  the  tabernacle  may  be 
like  lemoving  the  comer-^tone  of  an  aucient  buflding,  followed  b;  its  falling  in 


w  is  Bpedally  ^e  time  to  give  proroioenoe  tc 

.  wid  defence  of  Free  Church  principles.    We  know,  of  course,  the 

Free  Church  maintains  the  dut^  of  the  State,  nndei  certain  conditions,  to  support 
the  Church  of  Christ ;  but  it  is  evident  that,  except  Dr  Begg  and  such  who  are 
anxiously  looking,  like  the  Israelites  after  they  left  Bgrpt,  tor  a  way  of  retnm, 
its  lotding  men  are  not  hopeful  of  Establishment,  or  wishfi^  of  it  on  the  terms  that 
may  at  any  conceivable  time  be  Divisible.  Dr.  Hainy's  words  are  weighty  and  well 
worth  notinc.  'It  is  the  duty,  he  said,  '  of  the  Established  Church,  as  of  every 
other  Chunm,  to  improve  its  methods  and  promote  its  efficiency,  according  to  the 
best  judgment  it  can  form  of  the  most  scriptural  plans  for  those  purposes.  When 
she  does  so  on  principlea  of  which  we  can  approve,  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
lejoitM  in  it.  But  I  have  never  been  able  to  see  that  any  considerable  legislative 
action  about  the  Church  of  Scotland  could  take  place  without  the  disendowed 
Churches  being  called  into  the  field — that  is  to  say,  without  ita  being  right  to  call 
them,  and  without  its  being  right  for  them  to  respond^to  that  call.  I  don't  see 
how  they  can  well  escape,  in  those  eircumetanceSj  from  coming  forward  and  de- 
claring their  mind  as  to  what  ought  to  be  done,  with  a  view  to  justice,  and  to  the 
religious  well-being  of  Scotland.  Apd,  for  my  part,  I  am  convinced  that  the 
answer  must  be,  that  the  only  way  to  be  taken  now  is  disestablishment.  I  don't 
greatly  deprecate  that  position  of  things  being  reached,  but  1  don't  choose  to  take 
any  responsibility  in  brmging  it  about.  I  am  convinced  that  all  these  movements 
are  bringing  us  nearer  to  that  issue,  and  I  can't  refer  to  them  without  adverting  to 
that  as  an  eventuality  for  which,  as  I  think,  we  should  be  prepared.' 

Wiiat  has  law,  trtkdition,  a  large  amount  of  superstitious  feeling,  many  sacred 
associations,  mut^  pecuniary  power,  as  well  as  things  worthier  in  ite  favour,  will  not 
be  easily  removed.  And  we  shall  always  be  met  with  the  cry,  that  in  seeking  the 
dkratatnishment  of  the  Church  we  are  warring  against  GSod,  and  are  the  enemies  of 
religion.    But  the  tide  is  in  ouf  favour,  as  w^  the  force  of  argument  and  the 


power  of   the  truth.      Even  secular    jounals   declare   the  Peke  prize  essays 
to  be  utterly  damaging  to  the  cause    they  seek    to    uphold.     'The    C 
trembles  and  fears  the  issue  of  a  conflict  it  would  gladly  avert.     '  When  1 


,'  says  2^  English  Independent,  'cannot  venture  upon  a   _. 

which  shall  anthoritatiTely  record  the  numbers  who  attend  the  Stale  Churches, 
lest  they  shall  thereby  show  an  inequality  of  numbera  as  compared  with  those  in 
attendance  at  places  of  worship  provided  and  maintained  without  State  aid, — and 
are  ooneequantiy  driven  to  the  necessity  of  demanding  that  the  ratumB. shall  be 
taken  in  such  a  manner  as  that  the  indifferent  and  the  criminal  claMea  may  be 
brought  in  to  swell  the  number  of  their  supposed  spiritual  adherents, — the  verdict 
of  public  opinion  has  surely  been  pronounced  with  sufficient  distinctneea  against 
tbe  State-patronized  iustitnticm  which  is  now  awaiting  with  such  quickened  appre- 


RELIGI0U3  ENTERPRISE  AND  OBATOEY  IN  AMERICA.    - 

Odb  brethren  across  the  Atlantic  really  do  sometimes  take  away  our  breath  by  the 
energy  rf  their  action  and. the  grandeur  of  their  oratory.   One  of  the  moat  energetic- 
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and,  after  .a  certeiii  American  faabion,  moat  eloqnent  of  tlidr  preaohera  ia  Di.  de 
Wilt^  lUmage.  Several  of  his  books  (amons  others,  a  Tery  Bt^tling  one  entitled, 
The  Abominations  of  Modem  Society,  in  whii^  a  part  of  Pandemoniimi,  rather  tJutn 
any  part  of  a  Christian  coantrj,  seems  la  be  described)  and  many  of  his  sermons  are 
being  eagerly  sought  and  largely  circnlatcd  in  oar  own  ooontiy.  In  so  far  as  th^ 
are  soima  in  doctrine  and  fervent  in  t^peal  to  man's  heart  and  conscience,  we  ap- 
prove of  them,  and  bid  them  God-sp^d ;  bat  in  so  far  aa  they  ever  and  anon  rise 
to  the  targid  and  sink  to  the  trivial,  and  are  seimational  in  sentiment  and  grot^qne 
in  style,  we  condemn  them,  and  regret  their  poptJarity,  Dr.  Talmage^  chorcli 
ms  Bome  time  ago  destroy^  by  fire,  and  a  new  one  an.  a  large  scale  has  been 
erected,  and  is  now  opened  for  pnblic  worship.  '  It  covers  a  plot  of  ground  150  feet 
by  113  feet.  It  makes  but  one  audience-room,  will  seat  4600  people,  and  will  hold 
about  5000.  Every  person  in  the  audience  can  see  and  hear  the  minister  from 
comfortably-cnshionea  and  well-carpeted  pews.  It  is  magnificently  lighted  1^ 
abottt  one  thousand  lights — all  ignited  in  an  instant  by  a  single  fiash.'  The  open- 
ing of  this  grand  buildmgtook  place  about  dz  weeki  ago,  and  was  highly  successfnl. 
The  pastor  tbus 'gladly  states  and  gratefully  acknowledges  the  gratifying  fact : — 
'  Dr.  Talmagt't  Praite  and  Thanksgiving. 

'  The  Brooklyn  Tabernacle  congr^ation  are  indebted  to  everybody,  and  hereby 
acknowledge  it.  The  dedicatory  services  were  memorable.  The  sermon  by  Dr. 
Sunderland  was  not  only  excellent  throughoat,  but  abounded  in  psssagea  that  sent 
tiirill  after  tiirill  through  the  vast  auditory.  We  thank  Rev.  H.  W.  Beecher  and 
Dr.  Dnryea  for  their  warm-hearted  addresHeH,  and  the  Bev.  Drs.  Depew,  Crooks, 
Bail,  Dowling,  French,  MaxweU,  Evans,  and  Foster  for  their  sympathetic  aervicce. 

'  Under  the  supervision  of  Rev.  Dr.  Ives,  35,000  dollars  were  asked  for  to  liqui- 
date a  floating  debt,  and  the  whole  amount  was  obtained.  We  are  on  the 
mountain-top  of  thank^ving  to  God  and  man.  We  want  to  shake  hands  with  sjl 
Christendixu. 

'  Tho^  is  not  a  man  on  this  continent  who  can  ruae  money  for  rdif^ous  objects 
as  can  Eev.  B.  I.  Ives,  D.D.,  of  Aubnm,  New  Tort.  He  walks  throngh  60,000 
dollars  as  tJiongh  it  were  not^g  bat  a  heap  of  shavings.  There  is  no  churdi  in 
the  land  that  need  be  in  debt  if  it  can  get  Dr.  Ivee  for  one  Sabbath.  He  has  been 
Bent  forth  to  kiU  church  debts.    He  is  the  apoBtle  of  hard  cash.' 

The  question  about  eztinguishing  diurch  debta  amongst  us  is  often  a  puzzling 
one — means  being  resorted  to  whi<^  necessity  is  imagined  to  compel,  rather  than 
good  taste  or  Christian  consiBtency  to  justify.  It  seems,  however,  we  have  only 
to  get  hold  of  Dr.  Ives  and  all  our  distresses  will  be  over.  We  fear,  however,  that 
that  great  apostle  of  '  hard  cash '  will  have  a  good  deal  still  to  do  at  home  befws 
he  can  reach  our  shores  ;  and  genius  ia  not  only  a  rare,  but  strictly  personal  gift, 
and  cannot  be  communicated,  else  we  mi^ht  entreat  Dr.  Ives  to  impart  to  o^en 
also  his  greatly  needed  power  '  of  walking  throi^h  60,000  dollara  as  though  it 
were  nothing  but  a  heap  of  shavings.' 

The  removable  sermon  preached  on  that  occasion,  we  are  told,  sent  '  thrill  after 
thrill  throngh  the  vast  auditory.'  It  sent  thrill  after  thrill  through  us  too,  even 
when  perusing  it  in  the  quietness  of  home ;  but  we  siDspect  that  thrills  as  well  ti 
other  things  cUSer,  and  perhaps  passages  like  the  following  wiU  not  ennte  eiactiy 
tiie  same  feeling  in  all  reffdeis  at  least,  however  it  may  have  been  with  the 
hearts : — '  How  many  forma  of  philosophy  have  perished  ?,  How  many  enemies 
of  Christianity  have  been  driven  to  the  wall?  How  many  giant  assailants  hav* 
been  ground  to.  atoms?     The  pathway  of  histcH?  is  lined  with  their  bleaching 

'  Whoever,  therefore,  wilfully  neglecta  the  sanctuary  turns  his  back  on  Christ, 
and  on  all  the  visible  and  invivble  ministers  and  agencies  of  homan  lelvatioD. 
Oh  the  multitudes  that  go  thus  wildly  away  from  the  doora  of  God,  and  from  the 
gat«s  of  heaven — and  so  "they  despise,  and  wonder,  and  perish."  I  see  them 
striding  along  the  way  of  darluiesa  and  of  death.  God  pity  them  I  all  whirling, 
rolling,  bowling,  whistling  down  to  the  blackness  of  deroair  for  ever  1  Angels  d 
Ood,  tun  them  back,  turn  them  back.  Sanctuary  of  the  Lord,  receive  them  te 
tiy  shelter  J' 
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ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  VICTORIA. 
We  h&ve  before  va  two  nnmbeiB  of  the  Chrittian  RevUv>  and  Measenger  of  the 
Presbyterian  ChnTcli  of  Victoriti.  It  coDtMiu  much  intereeting  informatioa 
cODcerDing  Christian  life  and  work  in  the  colony,  Euid  with  its  general  uticles  and 
paper  speciallj  devoted  to  the  jonng,  affords  bu  excellent  meana  of  infonnation 
and  inilmotion.  From  the  December  number  we  learn  that  ttie  AsBembly  of  the 
Presbftcrian  Church  met  in  Melbonme  on  the  11th  November  last  The  report 
of  the  proceedings  shows  that  there  ii  no  inconsiderable  amount  of  life  and  actiTity 
imongst  the  membera  of  that  promiung  and  important  body.  Of  courae,  aa  in 
Otlier  Churches,  schemes  of  internal  amngemeut  and  eitemal  effort  were  discussed  ; 
and  Te  find  that  in  connection  with  the  religious  education  of  the  young,  social 
monjity,  divine  ordinancts,  and  kindred  matters,  the  same  evils,  on  a.  larger 
Ktk  perhaps,  are  to  be  met  and  the  same  work  to  be  done.  The  question,  how- 
'  «T«F,  which  seems  to  have  exerted  the  keenest  interest  was  that  relative  to 
mimagfl  with  a  deceased  wife's  sistM,  We  find  our  old  friend,  the  Rev.  Andrew 
Robertson,  who  seems  to  have  loet  none  of  his  interest  in  Synodical  matters  b;  his 
change  of  country,  moving  to  the  effect :  '  That  without  entering  into  particulars 
cr  pioQDanciDg  authoritetively  either  on  the  one  side  or  the  other,  the  Assembly 
dedtn  that  the  question  of  marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's  stater  be  an  open 
gneelicin  in  this  Church.'  The  motion,  however,  which  was  carried  by  amftjority 
of  66  to  23,  was  that  of  Rev.  T.  Eetheriogton,  and  is  to  the  effect :  '  That  as  there 
eiista  great  diversity  of  opinion  in  this  Aisembly  on  the  sul^ct,  and  it  ia  desiratde 
m  that  acconnt  that  the  members  should  have  fuller  time  for  the  investigation  of 
the  Eubject,  it  be  remitted  to  presb^ries  to  report  to  next  Aseemblv,  it  being 
ondentood  that  meanwhile  no  minister  or  memDer  of  the  Church  shall  celebrate 
01  coDlmet  such  a  marriage.' 

Two  of  the  overtures  brought  up  and  adopted  are  of  more  than  local  intAreat. 
Ona from  the  Presbytery  of  Melbourne  is:  'That  an  instant  and  earneet  effort  be 
made  to  obtain  from  the  home  Churches  a  regular  supply  of  suitable  ministera ; 
that  the  Home  Mission  Committee  be  instructed  to  address  an  urgent  appeal  to  the 
hotoe  GhuTches  for  such  ministers ;  and  that  a  subscription  be  taken  up  by  the 
committee  not  later  than  the  month  of  March  next,  and  a  coUection  made  in  all 
the  churches  not  later  thui  September  next,  to  provide  the  necessary  fimds,  it 
bang  nndeiBtood  that  no  more  than  £75  shall  be  given  towards  the  passage  of  any 
tmaiat^.' 

The  other,  though  passed  with  equal  ease  at  a  meeting  of  Assembly,  is  certainly 
beset  with  more  practical  difBcoldea.  It  is  from  the  Preebyteir  of  Caatiemaine, 
and  mna  thus ; — '  That  it  be  recommended  that  this  Church  shall  co-operate  witi 
RBtei  Chnrches  holding  the  Weetminst«r  Standards,  with  the  view  of  bringing 
.aboDt  an  (Ecmnenical  Conndl  of  these  Chniches,  to  consider  subjects  of  conuntMi 
intcRst  to  them  all,  and  eepeciallf  to  promote  harmony  of  action  in  connection 
with  the  work  of  missions  at  home  and  abroad.' 

It  ia  with  interest  and  gratitude  that  we  read  of  the  work  of  men,  some  of 
tiiem  personally  known  to  us  all,  and  ail  of  them  holding  a  creed  and  animated 
hy  a  spirit  dmilaT  to  our  own,  away  in  that  distant  part  of  the  world.  And  it  is 
cheering,  in  these  times  of  a  gross  and  debasing  materialiam  and  relaxing  doubt,  to 
bow  that  tbe  giobe  is  girdled  by  a  spirit  of  religious  faith,  and  hope,  and  action, 
and  tiiat  the  dwellers  at  each  extremity  meet  togetiier  in  one  grand  common 
^eavoui  and  aspiration.  Snrely  in  this  we  have  in  proqiect  Uie  realisation  of 
^pramiBe,  'that  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  rememberand  turn  unto  the  Lord, 
*>td  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  His  glory.' 

A  REVIVAL  IN  MALABAR,  SOUTHERN  INDIA. 
^HiLVTwe  in  larger  and  leaser  degree  have  been  experiencing  the  blessed  influ- 
«ncfB  of  the  Divine  Siarit.  other  lands  also  have  been  visited.  In  Southern  India 
there  has  been  an  awakenmg  extending  over  a  considerable  tract  of  caimtry.  '  The 
Mople  among  whom  this  religious  movement  has  arisen  are  designated  Syrian 
Chrigtituia,  who,  as  a  religious  community,  are  found  in  connderable  numb^  on 
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tlie  south-weBtem  coast  of  India,  often  called  Malabar.  Their  hiatorf  ig  tct; 
ancient  and  interesting,  dating  eo  far  back  aa  tbefourtli  centnrf.  Tlie  sect 
probably  originated  among  the  families  of  a  few  Syrian  .tradera  who  had  settled 
m  Malabar,  and  who  from  the  firat  enjoyed  high  pohtical  and  Bocial  phTilegH. 
Their  creed  was,  in  the  main,  Protestant ;  but  their  worship  was  mixed  np  iritli 
ritualistic  practices,  and  tainted  by  the  influence  of  the  stirrounding  paganism. 
In  the  year  1816,  the  Church  Hisaionary  Society  commenced  its  la^uis  among 
this  people ;  and  these  hare  been  continued  to  the  present  time.' 

Regarding  the  origin  of  thia  movement,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mayer  Uius  speakE;— 'Ai 
to  the  immediate  cause  of  this  movement,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  some  of 
the  preachera  from  Christianpettah,  in  Tinnevelly,  have  had  a  conaiderable  share 
in  producing  the  awakening.  These  people  form  a  small  commnnity, — a  kind  ol 
Flymouth  Bretbren, — and  are  the  disciples  of  the  late  J.  C.  Aroolappen,  a  remad:- 
able  man  and  Mngnlarly  earnest  preacher  of  Christ,  who  himself  was,  in  aarly  life, 
a  pupl  of  the  devoted  Anthony  Noma  Groves,  and  is  mentiotied  in  the  Life  of  t^ 
gentiaman.' 

The  more  favourable  features  and  results  of  this  awakening  are  thus  deflcribed;— 
'  The  work  in  its  best  features — deUght  in  prayer  and  jfraise  and  the  Holy  Sorip- 
tures,  and  zeal  for  God's  glory— still  abides,  waile  the  noise  and  excitement  have, 
I  mideistand,  greatly  abated.  This  movement  appears  to  have  spread  to  abont 
thirteen  churches  and  nine  congregations  of  the  Church  Miasionaiy  Societr,  in  the 
tract  of  country  between  Cottayam  and  a  few  mUes  south  of  QuUon,  and  has  not 
extended  to  any  new  congregations  since  November.  The  healjien  have  not  been 
extensively  affected  by  it;  still,  some  have  been  brought  to  God,  and  amongst 
these  sevOTal  very  remarkable  cases  of  conversion. 

'  A  new  life  has  been  exhibited  in  Syrian  priests,  hitherto  careless  and  worldly, 
Attendance  on  divine  woiahip  has  been  largely  increased,  and  prayer  mee^ga 
&eqnently  held  and  numerously  attended.  Sunday  weddings  have  ceased  in  tbe 
chiuches  revived.  Disputes  have  been  healed,  and  forgiveness  for  injuries  Bought;, 
the  lion  has  become  like  a  lamb,  and  brotherly  love  prevails  to  a  remaruble 
ezt«nt.  Caste  distinctions  are  neglected,  the  Pulayar  serfs  bdng  now  cared  for 
and  taught  ^  and  remarkable  instances  have  occurred  of  lands  unjustly  gotten 
being  restored. 

'All  classes  and  characters  amongst  the  Syrians  have' been  blessed,— those 
'y  leading  pious  lives  and  the  ungodly,  men  and  women,  young  and  old. 
uigelista  writes,  "  The  proud  have  become  humble,  the  igncoant 
niae  as  aagix ;  luo  duU  have  been  awakened ;  those  who  cared  not  for  God's  honse 
now  love  its  courts ;  those  who  neglected  prayer  now  join  in  it  heartily,  and  gnat 
brotherly  love  prevails." ' 

The  less  favourable  features  are  the  tendencv  of  the  people  to  punful  physical 
excitement — fwnlinga,  groanings,  and  fanciiul  interpretation  of  the  ptophelio 
parts  of  Stripture,  sometimes  taking  literally  also  wiiat  was  meant  to  be  ^tdei-' 
stood  figuratively ;  thus  from  the  book  of  Ezekiel,  '  Smite  with  thy  hand  fuid  stamp 
with  thy  foot,  sigh  and  cry,'  and  so  forth. 

One  of  the  great  objedJons  brought  against  revivals  of  religion  has  always  been, 
that  they  act  too  strongly  on  the  feehngs,  and  lead  to  manifestations  that  are  alike 
irrational  and  injiuious.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  such  a  charge  has  occasioDally 
bad  foundation  in  fact ;  and  one  of  the  things  which  the  most  enlightened  and 
judicious  friends  of  revivals  strives  most  strenuously  to  guard  against  is  nndoe 
and  unnecessary  excitement.  We  have  had  great  reason  for  gratitude  that  the 
,work  of  grace  in  our  own  country  has  been  conducted  in  a  manner  so  free  from  tie- 
less  desirable  aspects  of  a  movement  which  necessarily  atira  the  aoul  to  its  depths. 
And  surely  every  true  Christian  will  pray  that  God  may  arise  and  plead  His  own 
cause ;  and  if  all  cannot  adopt  the  same  methods,  yet  all  according  to  their  light 
should  join  eccrnestly  in  seeking  the  same  end. 
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MEMOIR  OP  THE  REV.  PROFESSOR  M'MICHAEL. 

BX  XHS  BBV.  Wn.UAM  BECEBIT. 

Do.  Neil  M'Michael  was  bom. at  Rilmamock  Id  the  year  1806.  His 
pareatB  had  come  to  settle  in  that  town  on  leaving  their  native  district 
ot  Kintjre,  where  they  were  membera  of  the  Relief  Chnrch,  Campbeltown, 
and  they  natarally  .attached  themselves  to  the  Kilmarnock  Relief  Oharch, 
now  the  Kii^  Street  United  Presbyterian  Oharch.  Ere  Neil  had  become 
old  enoi^h  to  be  capable  of  much  serioaa  reflection,  the  pulpit  was  occnpied 
by  the  Rev.  Alexander  Harvey,  afterwards  of  Calton,  Glasgow,  a  man  of 
yigorous  talent,  earnest  religions  zeal,  and  great  pablic  spirit,  who  had  the 
gift  of  kindling  in  others,  especially  in  the  youth  under  his  ministry,  the  pioas 
and  patriotic  flame  that  glowed  within  himself.  From  the  t«rms  in  which 
-Mr.  M'Michael  nsed  to  speak  of  the  minister  of  his  yoath,  and  from  the  fact 
that  on  coming  to  Ola^ow  as  a  stodent  he  connected  himself  with  the 
Calton  congregation,  and  was  an  active  agent  in  its  schemes  of  Chnstian 
work,  I  infer  that  it  was  very  mnch  through  Mr.  Harvey's  instruction  and 
example  he  imbibed  the  liberal  prmciples  which  all  along  guided  his  public 
tile.  The  foundation  ot  his  classical  learning  was  laid  in  Kilmamoclt 
Academy,  which  was  then  under  the  direction  of  an  eminent  scholar,  Mr. 
William  Thomson,  and  sent  out  year  by  year  a  succeswon  of  students  who 
'ook  a  prominent  place  in  Glasgow  UniverMty.  He  is  remembered  to  have 
been  from  his  earliest  youth  an  insatiable  reader  of  books  in  various  depart- 
ments  of  literature,  laying  up  those  stores  of  infonnation  which  were  to  be 
tamed  to  sach  good  account  in  after  life.  Before  he  was  twenty  years  of  ^e 
(baTtng  decided  to  give  himself  to  the  ministry  of  the  gospel)  be  had  com- 
pleted preparations  for  enterii^  on  his  University  course ;  and  that  he  was 
well  qualified  for  so  doing  was  shown  by  the  prizes  he  gained,  attesting  his 
attamments  in  the  classics.  In  the  year  1827,  when  I  entered  Glasgow 
CoU^e,  I  found  the  name  of  Neil  M'Michael  spoken  of  as  one  of  those 
Btndenis  who  had  during  the  prerious  session  begun  to  make  their  way 
to  academical  distinction,  and  1  was  naturally  drawn  to  him  by  two  circuna- 
slaneea  in  parljealar,^ — one,  that  he  was  a  leading  spirit  among  a  knot  of 
stuaents  who,  like  myself,  were  looking  forward  to  the  ministry  of  the  Relief 
Church ;  the  other,  that  he  was  known  in  the  College  debating  societies  as 
a  strenuous  advocate  of  liberty,  civil  and  religious.     But,  zealous  as  he  was 
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for  what  he  held  to  be  the  truth  on  Boch  questions,  he  was  not  then,  any 
more  than  afterwards,  coneumed  of  politics.  He  was  a  decidedly  and  con- 
BJsUntly  pious  young  man,  takii^  an  active  and  leading  part  in  a  weekly 
prayer-meeting  of  Relief  stadeuts,  where,  from  his  enperior  classical  know- 
ledge, he  was  a  ralnable  guide  to  his  younger  brethren  in  their  dcTotional 
reading  of  the  Greek  Testament.  He  was  a  hard  student,  both  when  his 
TJniTersity  work  was  going  on  and  daring  the  recess.  I  remember  one 
Bnmmer  finding  bim  among  his  books  at  Kilmarnock,  and  was  amazed  to 
learn  what  an  amount  both  of  classical  reading  and  mathematical  stndy  he 
had  gone  through  from  the  time  I  had  parted  with  him  on  the  previons  first 
of  May.  In  the  Latin,  Greek,  and  Philosophy  classes  he  gained  an  honour- 
able place,  but  he  shono  especially  in  those  classes  in  which  the  knowledge 
of  mathematics  is  required ;  and  at  the  close  of  his  Umversity  course,  as  a 
competitor  for  the  Lansdowne  prize  (^  £50,  he  came  in  first,  taking  his 
Master  of  Arts  degree  with  '  highest  honours  in  science;' 

At  the  Divinity  Hall  in  Pairfey,  to  which  he  was  transferred  from  College 
in  1630,  and  wtiither  I  followed  him  the  year  after,  he  m^ntained  fully  tbe 
positio.n  he  had  attained  as  a  student ;  whiie  his  geniality  of  spirit,  bis  warmly 
sympathetic  nature,  bis  readinesH  to  do  any  friendly  aerrice  sought  of  hnn, 
his  practical  wisdom,  aad,  when  such  a  thing  was  needed,  his  fidelity  in 
chiding  faults  and  foibles,  made  him  a  centre  of  great  influence  among  his 
companions.  His  discourses  at  the  Hall  were  admired  for  the  same  charac- 
teristic forcefalneas  which  marked  his  later  compositions,  and  when  read 
afterwards,  as  some  of  them  were  m  the  pages  of  the  Christian  Journal,  the  - 
magazine  of  tbe  Kebef  Church,  they  were  still  more  highly  appreciated. 

In  connection  with  the  magazine,  it  is  due  to  state,  as  one  of  the  most 
valuable  services  he  rendered  to  his  denomination,  that  the  Chri^iM  Journal 
owed  its  existence  mainly  to  Dr.  M'Michoel. 

The  Kelief  brethren  had  never  songht  eagerly  to  cultiyat^  a  denominational 
spirit.  Like  their  father  Giilespie,  they  were  content  to  take  their  place 
quietly,  where  conscience  wonld  permit,  among  the  surrounding  churches, 
and  provided  only  that  Christ  was  preached,  though  it  might  he  elsewhere 
than  among  themselves,  '  notwithstanding  they  rejoiced,  yea,  and  wonld  re- 
joice.' They  had  no  desire — so  they  would  put  it — to  be  flaunting  their  testi- 
mony where  it  might  be  the  signal  of  increased  division  and  contention,  wd 
agEuust  good  Christian  people  who  were  on  their  way  to  heaven,  thongb  not 
exactly  on  the  Belief  plan.  It  was  better,  they  thought,  that  they  should  be 
a  cement  to  bind  together  than  a  wedge  to  divide.  Mr.  M'Michael,  though 
assenting  to  much  of  this,  did  oot  go  in  with  it  all.  He  thought  that  if  the 
Relief  sentiment  in  regard  to  Christian  charity  and  the  communion  of  saint? 
were  worth  the  holding  fast,  it  was  worth  the  holding  forth ;  that  if  it  was 
good  for  one  section  of  the  Church,  it  would  be  good  for  all ;  that  it  deserved, 
therefore,  to  be  displayed  clearly  and  openly,  and  to  be  made  as  attractive 
as  possible  by  the  intelligence  and  Christian  activity  of  those  who  held  it. 
'The  doctrine  of  free  Christian  communion,'  I  have  heard  him  say  about 
that  time, '  is  very  good,  but  not  so  good  as  some  people  think  it,  who  would 
make  it  stand  in  tbe  room  of  Christian  zeal  and  active  religious  working.' 
To  expose  and  explode  such  conceptions  was  a  primary  aim  with  Mr. 
M^Michael  in  seeking  to  establish  a  Belief  magazine  and  becoming  its  first 
editor. 

The  Joiental  was  started  in  January  1833-  Mr,  M'Michael  was  licensed 
as  a  preacher  in  1834,  and,  accepting  a  call  to  Dunfermline  in  preferMiee  to 
one  from  St.  Ninians,  was  ordained  in  August  1835,  when  he  relinqnished 
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tbe  editorial  work.  Hia  laboars,  earlier  and  later,  in  connection  irilji 
the  mi^^ine  ted  Dr.  M'Michael  over  a  wide  Geld  of  investigation  and 
criticism,  and  more  or  leas  of  controveray.  The  extensive  knowledge  of 
books  lie  had  attained  in  hia  youth  came  to  be  of  great  valne  in  tbe  review 
department;  and,  improving  npon  hia  experience  in  college  debates,  he  was 
singnlarly  prompt  and  decided  in  dealing  with  public  qnestioDS  as  these 
emei^ed  from  time  to  time.  The  Anti-Slavery  morement,  BiUe  Monopoly, 
Ecclesiaatical  Endowments,  State  Chnrch  Extension,  the  Anti-Corn  Law 
agitation,  the  grievances  of  English  Dissmters,  the  Campbeltown  case,  Non- 
iDtrasion,  the  Disruption,  the  ITnioa  of  the  Secession  and  flelief,  are  bnt  a 
fevr  of  the  topics  of  the  day  which  I  rmaember  to  have  been  treated  by  his  . 
fertile  imd  ready  pen.  Indeed,  no  snbject  likely  to  prove  interesting  and 
nsefni  to  the  readers  seemed  to  come  amiss  to  him,  and  no  emergency  too 
straitening  to  prevent  his  preparing  a  paper  for  the  press  when  desired. 
.  Throi^hout  th«  agbteen  years  of  my  editorial  relation-  to  the  Chnstian 
Joanud,  or  its  saceesaors  (the  Relief  Magazine  and  the  United  Preshyieriaa  • 
Magazine)^  I  was  coutinnally  soliciting  Dr.  M'Micbael  for  contributions  on 
specified  subjects,  and  I  bel^ve  I  never  solicited  in  vain. 

Of  his  principal  work,  the  pastoral  care  of  bia  congr^ation,  I  am  not 
qualified  to  speak  much  from  my  ovra  personal  knowledge,  for,  though  long 
and  cloaely  intimate,  he  and  I  were  too  far  apart,  locally,  for  me  to  have 
very  frequent  intwconrse  with  him  among  his  own  people ;  yet  many  a  time 
I  have  Tifdted  him  when  leisure  permitted — far  oftener-than  I  have  been  any- 
where else — to  share  with  a  brother  minister  in  his  Sabbath  duties,  and  one 
thing  I  know  certainly,  raid  thai  the  principal  thing  in  a  minister, — he  was  a 
fflt^alarly  able  and  faithful  preacher  of  tbe  vord,  fall  of  biblical  truth,  and 
of  the  freshest  and  best  information  that  coold  be  broogbt  to  illnstrate  it. 
Tbe  precious  vobune  which  he  published  fourteen  years  ago,  entitled  the 
Pilffrim  Psalms,  and  which  was  a  reproductifm  of  discourses  preached  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  his  ministry,  remains  a  proof  that  his  people  were  fed 
with  the  finest  of  tbe  wheat.  I  know,  also,  that  nothing  was  allowed  to 
hiodv  Mm,  if  at  home  and  in  health,  from  attending  his  Sabbath  classes  or 
his  prayer-meetings,  or  from  ministering  consolation  to  the  sick,  or.  following 
'the  footsteps  of  the  fleck '  in  visiting  from  house  to  house. 

As  for  the  matter  of  his  pulpit  discourses,  it  was  the  same  old  gospel  that 
had  been  preached  in  Dnofermline  by  Ralph  Erskine  and  Thomas  Gillespie 
more  than  a  hundred  years  before.  On  this  point  I  quote  the  words  <rf  a 
friendi^his  friend  and  mine, — to  whom  frequent  reference  will  have  to  be 
■Bade  in  the  course  of  this  sketch.  In  a  letter  I  received  from  him,  dated 
9th  April,  Dr.  Frew  of  St.  Ninians  says :  '  Dr.  M'Michael  was  always 
deeply  in  earnest  about  his  work  j  but  of  late  years  I  noticed  a  growing 
spirituality.  He  would  often  enlarge  with  great  fervour  ou  what  he  held 
te  be  the  grand  aim  of  the  ministry,  to  lead  men  to  the  Savionr.  The  great 
thiug,  he  would  say,  in  sermons  is  Christ,  and  salvation  by  Christ's  atoning 
death;  nothing  wiU  do  but  Christ.  He  looked  with  dshorrence  on  the 
doctrines  promulgated  by  those  who  claim  to  be  the  advanced  thinkers  of 
our  day,  and  in  his  own  strong  and  pointed  way,  not  unmixed  with  a  dasli 
ol  hnmonr,  he  wonld  expose  their  shallowness  and  weakness.' 

As  at  the  present  hour  the  test  of  advauced  thinking  is,  with  some,  the 
ojamon  a  man  holds  in  regard  to  regions  revivals,  it  is  not  out  of  place  to 
mention  hen  what  Dr.  M'Michael,  in  bis  matarest  wisdom,  thought  of  them. 
Writing  to  Dr.  Frew  on  the  24th  Febrnary,  he  says :  '  We  have  stiU  special 
religions  services.    I  enjoy  tbe  prayer-meetings  very  much;  but  I  do  not 
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always  go  oat  to  the  eTening  meetiagB,  as  I  require  to  economize  my  streogtb. 
Last  Sabbath  ereniug,  however,  I  addreasad  a  crowded  meetiog  in  th« 
Moeio  Hall,  after  preaching  twice  in  my  own  palpit.  For  the  week-day 
eyeninga  we  are  meeting  in  one  or  other  of  the  churches, — this  week  in  tk 
parish  church,  near  my  house,  and  I  am  to  give  an  address  there  this  ereo- 
ing.  Next  week  they  are  to  be  in  Gillespie  Chnrck  I  have  no  doiht 
good  has  been  done,  and  is  being  done,  and  I  hope  more  will  continne  to  be 
done  i  bat,  remembering  the  past,  I  am  not  so  sangnine  as  some  of  my  friends 
are  that  the  after  frait  will  be  as  large  as  the  present  blossom.  Any  more- 
ment  does  good  which  strengthens  our  faith,  gires  more  directness  to  onr 
preaching,  and  leads  ns  to  think  apon  the  immense  power  which  prayer  hu 
with  Otod.'  On  the  day  preceding  that  on  which  he  was  seized  with  hii 
mortal  mlment.  Dr.  M'Michael  addressed  two  reTival  meetings ;  and  it  was 
noticed  that  he  retired  to  his  stndy  to  prepare  his  addresses  for  them,  ts 
vitb  all  his  long  experience  he  coold  not  think  of  eng^tng  in  soch  work 
■  withoat  due  deliberation. 

In  the  month  of  Jane  1841,  Dr.  Thomson  of  P^sley,  then  sole  Frofeesor 
in  the  Relief  Divinity  Hall,  was  removed  by  death ;  and  in  November 
following,  the  Synod,  at  a  special  meeting  called  to  determiae  what  shoQld 
be  done  in  r^ard  to  the  vacant  office,  resolved  to  appoint  two  Professors. 
Dr.  Lindsay  of  Glasgow  and  Dr.  M'Michael  were  the  two  appointed.  In 
that  double  election  the  Synod  had  not  laid  hands  snddMly  on  either  man. 
Dr.  Lindsay's  qnalifications  had  long  been  known  and  admitted,  and  he  but 
the  advantage  of  Dr.  M'Michael  by  a  few  years  in  giving  f nil  proof  of  thran ; 
bat  Dr.  M'Michael,  though  a  miuister  of  only  six  years'  standing,  had  made 
his  mark  on  the  Church,  and  was  recognised  by  competent  judges  as  exceed- 
ingly well  qualified  for  the  office.  Dr.  William  Anderson,  in  particnlar,  had 
early  discovered  Dr.  M'Michael's  great  capacity,  and  pointed  onl  the  sphere 
in  which  his  chief  honours  should  be  won.  '  Tell  your  biend  and  co-prHi- 
byter,'  he  said  to  Dr.  Frew  (Dunfermline  being  then  in  the  Presbytery  of  St. 
(linians),  '  to  look  forward  to  the  Professor's  chair,  and  begin  at  once  hi^ 
preparations  for  it.'  This  prognostication,  strikii^  enongh  in  itself,  derives 
particular  interest  from  what  seems  to  have  been  Dr.  Anderson's  last  com- 
mnnication  to  his  friend,  written  on  the  fly-leaf  of  a  presentation  copy  of  bis 
book  entitled  F^al  Hcmour  of  God.  In  explMiation  of  Dr.  Anderson's 
characteristically  quaint  ase,  in  this  inscription,  of  an  algebraic  formula  to 
express  his  advanced  years,  then  threescore  and  eleven,  it  is  to  be  remeoi- 
bered  that  both  he  and  hia  friend  had  bean  mathematical '  dona '  in  thrar 
day.  Thns  the  inscription  rnns — 'To  Dr.  M'Michael,  with  no  ordinal; 
fraternity  of  feeling  on  looking  bach  on  a  friendship  of  nearly  half  a  ceo- 
tniy's  course.  For  this  world  it  must  soon  terminate.  For  me  there  is  tbe 
inexorable  arithmetic  dx20-(-]0-|-l  that  it  mast  terminate  soon. — Willioai 
Anderson.' 

In  regard  to  tbe  manner  In  whiclr  Dr.  M'Michael  discharged  the  dnties  of 
the  professorship,  and  how  well  he  realized  in  it  the  expectations  of  his 
friends,  this  is  not  the  place  to  amplify.  His  lectares  on  eccleeiasticsl 
liistory — tbe  department  assigned  to  the  chair  which  he  occupied — are  said 
to  have  been  remarkably  lomioons  and  striking, — his  wonderful  power  <rf 
grasping  readily  the  essential  principlee  of  any  subject  he  took  np,  and  his 
forcible  modes  of  expression,  fitting  him  in  no  common  degree  for  woA  of 
this  kind.  Many  of  his  lectures,  it  is  bdieved, — particularly  those  on  the 
Pelagian  controversy, — are  left  in  a  state  ready,  or  nearly  bo,  for  the  press. 
If  it  befonud,  on  closef  examination,  that  they  are  in  such  «  state,  it  is  to  be 
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hoped  thej  will  sooo  be  giren  to  the  pablic.  That  their  publication  would 
be  a  valaable  accessioo  to  theological  literature,  those  who  best  knew  the 
Professor  will  readily  admit. 

Of  Dr.  M'Michael's  services,  other  thao  those  I  hare  mentiooed,  to  his 
denommation,  to  the  Charch  at  la^e,  aod  to  the  geoeral  commuDity.  macb 
might  be  said.  In  the  deliberations  of  the  Synod,  and  the  action  by 
which  these  were  followed,  he  took  more  than  an  ordinary  share.  The  Aged 
Ministers'  Scheme,  as  it  now  exists,  may  be  eaid  to  owe  its  existence  to  him. 
It  had  been  lumbering  on  for  years,  and  seemed  canght  in  the  ditcli,  when  he 
put  his  shonlder  to  the  wheel  and  set  it  on  the  pathway  on  which  it  has 
mored  along  smoothly  and  snccessfully  ever  since.  The  handsome  gift  of 
£1600,  presented  to  him  in  1869,  chiefly  in  recognition  of  his  long  and  un- 
wearied labours,  holding  correspondence  and  maJiing  journeys  in  behalf  of 
Ibis  good  cause,  was  alike  honoarable  to  him  and  to  the  givers.  In  the 
UDion  between  the  Secession  and  Relief  Churches,  Dr.  M'Michael  was  a 
leading  spirit.  In  the  negotiations  for  union  vrith  the  Free  Church — the 
matured  fruit  of  which  has  not  yet  been  gathered,  but  which,  I  beUeve,  are 
'a  haodfal  of  com  in  the  earth  upon  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  tbe  fruit 
whereof  shall  shake  like  Lebanon' — he  rendered  service-hearty,  assidnous, 
and  wise.  For  some  years  he  was  convener  of  the  Synod's  Committee  on 
Correspondence  with  Foreign  Churches, — an  office  for  which  he  was  well  fitted 
by  tbe  marked  kindness  and  nrbanit;  of  his  manners,  and  by  the  spirit  of 
bonntifal  hospitality  which,  aa  all  his  brethren  knew,  obtained  in  his  house- 
hold. This  latter  qualification  on  his  part,  considering  his  narrow  income, 
was  an  aetonishnient  to  some  of  his  friends,  and  may  have  been  a  trial  of 
his  owDi  faith  J  but  the  counsel,  'Be  not  forgetful  to  entertain  strangers,'  he 
owned  and  accepted,  as  he  did  all  the  rest  of  Scripture. 

We  must  now  approach  the  eud — the  bitter  end.  On  the  18tb  of  March 
last,  having  been  engaged  the  day  before  in  addressing  two  several  meetings 
la  connection  with  the  religions  awakening,  be  was  seized  with  the  complaint 
known  to  sn^eons  by  the  name  of  strangury.  His  ordinary  medical  adviser 
•as  soon  in  attendance,  and  other  professional  brethren  were  called  in  to  con- 
sult and  co-operate ;  but  the  sore  angnish  was  unrelieved.  Dr.  Annandale 
"as  sent  for  from  Edinbui^h,  and  arrived  speedily ;  bnt  though  the  treat- 
aieQt  he  employed  vindicated  fully  his  emiuent  professional  reputation,  it 
jielded  but  temporary  relief,  and  could  not  avert  the  fatal  result.  After 
mach  snfEering,  the  hour  of  release  came  on  the  fourteenth  day,  Friday,  3d 
April,  when  his  happy  spirit  passed  away.  I  quote  again  from  Dr.  Frew  ; 
'On Monday  the  30th  March,' he  says,  'I  was  startled  bj  the  telegraphic 
snnonnewnent  of  his  dangerous  illness,  and  set  out  by  the  first  train  for  Dnn- 
lemiline.  Dr.  Annandale  of  Edinburgh  had  just  left  when  I  arrived.  I 
found  hun  considerably  reUeyed,  though  much  exhausted,  and  was  not  without 
liope  that  his  valuable  life  might  be  spared  to  us.  ,  .  .  He  was  able  after- 
wards minutely  to  describe  to  me  the  nature  of  his  attack,  and  in  tbe  course 
of  some  conversation  which  followed,  said  solemnly,  "  My  work  is  done  !  " 
Bnt  he  seemed  quite  calm  and  peaceful  in  view  of  the  end.  As  the  evening 
Qreir  on,  the  paroxysm  returned,  and  friends  could  only  sit  beside  him  and 
grieve  over  their  ovfn  inability  to  afford  him  any  relief.  He  never  murmured, 
but  endured  with  marvellous  patience  and  meekness.  At  a  later  hour  there 
"as  another  time  of  comparative  quiet ;  but  the  severe  struggle  had  left  him 
Sihansted,  I  prayed  with  him  shortly,  on  leaving  for  the  n^ht.  He  joined 
heartily  in  the  prayer,  said  some  kind  words 'to  me,  and  sank  back  on  his 
pillow.    I  left  him  with  the  words  he  had  addressed  to  me  a  hundred  times 
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when  parting  for  the  night,  "  Schlafen  ate  wohll "  reminding  him  at  the  Bame 
time  of  his  own  beaatifnl  aermon  on  the  worda,  "  He  giveth  His  beloTed 
sleep."  A  sweet  smile  played  on  his  face,  and  I  retired,  promising  to  see  bim 
ia  the  morning.  In  the  morning  I  foniid  be  had  got  a  little  rest,  but  his 
strength  was  eridently  failing.  He  aaid  Home  things  regarding  the  projecled 
refonna  in  the  Divinity  Hall,  and  added,  "  I  have  written  to  Dr.  Harper  on  the 
subject."  After  a  little  fnrther  eoBTcraation  and  prayer,  I  left  him  to  see  him 
no  more  in  life.  I  retnmed  in  the  end  of  the  week  (Friday,  Sd  April),  and 
fonnd  that  hia  happy  spirit  had  jnst  newly  passed  away.  Hie  face  was  eahn 
and  placid  in  death,  presenting  no  traces  of  the  atniggle  through  which  he 
had  passed.' 

'  Some  tbne  before  he  died,'  Dr.  Frew  continues, '  Mrs,  M'Michael  told  him 
of  the  death  of  his  deu  and  only  remaimog  sister.  He  bad  known  of  her 
jlbess,  and  after  a  moment  said  simply,  *'I'll  pray,  I'll  pray;  leave  me  a  little." 
Shortly  after  he  aaid,  "Now  it  is  all  right;  I  have  not  shed  a  tear."  TowardB 
the  evening,  wishing  evidently  to  indicate  to  his  beloved  wife  that  be  was 
leaving  her  for  another  world,  he  did  so  with  a  rare  measure  of  tact,  delicac;, 
and  kindneaa.  He  wished,  he  said,  to  have  rest  now.  Mrs.  M'Michael's 
I'eply  was  a  kindly  expreasion  of  the  wish  that  be  might  have  it.  He  then 
said,  "Tnrn  up  John'a  Gospel,  lltb  chapter,  13th  verse;"  and  having doDe 
eo,  there  she  found  the  worda,  "  Howbeit  Jesua  spake  of  his  death ;  but 
they  thought  that  He  had  spoken  of  taking  of  reat  in  sleep."  His  f^th 
throQghont  the  last  sore  struggle  was  as  simple  as  that  of  a  child.  '^  Jnst  as 
I  am,"  he  wonld  often  say — 

"  Jnit  as  I  am,  without  one  plea, 
Bdl  that  Th;  blood  wai  abed  fur  me." 
Like  Robert  Hall,  and  many  other  great  men  and  eminent  ChristiaQS,  his 
feelings  sought  expression  in  the  familiar  bymns  of  childhood.  One  of  Dr. 
M^Michael's  latest  utterances  was,  "  I  would  be  like  an  angel,  and  with  the 
angels  stand;  a  crown  upon  ray  forehead,  a  harp  within  my  hand."  He  has 
gone  from  ns,  and  is  nearer  the  tljrone  than  the  angels  are.  The  saints  ere 
inside  the  circle ;  the  angels  without  and  around.' 

"Kins  far  Dr.  Frew.  Such  utterances  aa  have  been  quoted,  coming  from  a 
thonghtfnl  man  coDScious  of  the-  nesr  approach  of  death,  are  comforting  (0 
surviving  friends;  and  yet  they  wonld  afford  bnt  a  meagre  comfort  compara- 
tively, if  only  his  deathbed  could  be  looked  to  for  evidence  that  he  died  in 
the  Lord.  It  was  not  ao  with  Neil  M'Michael.  From  a  child  he  had  known 
the  Scriptures,  which  are  able  to  make  wise  nnto  salvation,  and  they  were  hi» 
life-long  stady  and  delight.  Yon  could  not  mention  a  passive  from  them 
bnt  he  waa  ready  to  give  what,  after  carefnl  study,  he  believed  to  be  its  tme 
meaning ;  nor  could  a  well-taught  Christian  be  long  in  his  company  before 
finding  himself  engaged  with  him  in  the  clearing  np  of  some  hard  text,  or  the 
solution  of  some  theological  question.  Snch  constant  and  loving  acquaintance 
with  the  divine  word  could  not  fail  to  have  a  refining  influence  ('  Sanctity 
them  through  Thy  truth  :  Thy  word  ia  truth ') ;  and  that  it  bad  this  iofluenoe 
on  Dr.  M'Michael,  they  knew  beat  who  knew  him  best.  The  pnrity  of  his 
life,  his  unworldliness,  unselfishness,  brotherly  kindness, '  humbleness  of  mind, 
meekness,  charity,'  gave  proof  that  he  read  his  Bible,  not  almply  as  a  minister 
and  Professor  of  divinity,  bnt  as  a  Christian  man,  seeking  to  have  his  own  sool 
fed  by  the  sincere  milk  of  the  word,  and  prepared  for  that  world  where  mwe 
knowledge  vanisheth  away.  Faithful  to  all  trnth,  so  far  aa  he  knew  it,  he  was, 
as  might  be  espected,  remarkably  faitbfol  to  bis  own  word  of  promise.  I 
never  knew  ol  a  public  engagement  he  failed  to  implement — escept,  indeed. 
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one,  and  that  one  only  the  terrible  malady  whicti  bad  laid  hold  on  him  as  a 

priBoner  unto  death  hindered  his  falfiUing. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  delineate  the  leading  features  of  Dr.  M'Michael's 
character  in  connection  with  the  varied  relations  ia  which  he  stood  to  those 
taoand  him.  Of  his  dntifal  affection  as  a  bod  and  a  brother;  of  his  tender 
lore  as  a  husband  apd  a  father ;  of  his  genial  kindness  aod  inviolable  fidelity 
as  a  friend;  of  his  pleasing  affability  and  laborions  solicitude  toward  the 
yoang  men  onder  his  care  is  prospect  of  the  Christian  ministry,  who  fonnd 
him  ever  as  easily  accessible  as  if  he  had  been  a  youth  like  themselves — of 
all  these  much  might  be  written,  and,  ere  long,  I  hope  will  be,  but  not  now. 
He  has  left  a  busy  world  m  which  he  was  one  of  the  busiest,  and  has  left 
many  who  deplore  his  remOvaL  But  his  grieved  widow,  monniing  for  lover 
asd  friend  pnt  far  from  her,  with  the  three  orphan  children  who,  alas  j  know 
uot  ae  yet  all  the  loss  that  has  come  upon  them ;  the  people  of  his  care, 
'sorrowing  most  of  all  that  they  shall  see  his  face  no  more;'  and  the 
aspirants  to  the  minietry  who  were  under  his  training,  and  now  lament  over 
tbe  vacant  chair  of  learning  which  he  filled  so  honourably  and  so  long:  these, 
and  all  bis  many  friends  besides,  can  comfart  their  hearts  with  the  reSection 
that  the  sorrow  for  his  departure  is  all  on  this  sido  the  grave,  and  that  where 
he  has  gone  to,  sorrow  is  unknown.  His  work  was  done,  as  he  sud,  and  he 
has  gone  to  receive  the  wages.  He  wished  to  have  rest,  he  said,  fmd  he  has 
gODe  to  the  'rest  which  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God.'  The  dark  tunnel 
which  it  took  him  those  two  weary  weeks  of  anguish  to  pass  through  has 
opened  on  the  phuns  of  the  heavenly  Canaan,  atid  it  is  permitted  ua  to  believe 
ihat  the  suddenness  oF  the  transition  would  render  tie  glory  that  burst  upon 
him  all  the  more  glorious. 

Glasgow,  14tk  April  1874. 


THE  PItlNCIPLES  OF  THE  PLYMOUTH  BRETHREN. 

BT  THE  REV.  P£TER  UEARHS,  COLDSntEAU. 

In  a  {onner  article  I  examined  the  views  of  the  Brethren  on  the  permanent  obli- 
gation of  the  Moral  Law.  Their  priuciples  may  now  be  considered  in  relation  to 
some  other  points. 

11.  The  Law  of  the  Sabbath.— They  hold  tliat  the  Sabbath  is  not  of  permanent  obli- 
gation. It  may  be  supposed  that  the  rejection  of  the  Sabbath  is  necessarily  involved 
when  they  set  aside  the  Moral  I  jaw ;  but  they  require  to  meet  the  argument  founded 
«i  the  institution  of  the  former  at  the  creation  of  the  worid.  Mr.  C.  H.  Mackin- 
^h,  in  his  Nbtet  on  Oenesis,  thrusts  his  head  with  great  force  against  this  post. 
He  lella  us  that,  in  the  second  chapter  of  the  book  of  Genesis,  '  there  is  no  com- 
mand given  to  man  whatever,  but  simply  the  record  that  "  God  rested  on  the 
seventh  day." '  ^He  proceeds  to  quote  tGe  words,  enabling  the  reader  to  see  that 
the  record  is  totally  inconsistent  with  his  representation  ot  it :  '  God  blessed  the 
seventh  day,  and  sanctified  it;  because  that  in  it  He  bad  rested  from  all  Hia  work 
i»hichGod  created  and  made.'     This  is  something  more  than  the  mere  record  that 

God  rested  on  the  seventh  day.'  Mr.  Mackintoeh  confines  his  attention  to  one  of 
the  two  facta  stated, — namely,  that  God  rested  on  the  sevenlli  day  from  the  work  of 
peation ;  and  he  entirely  excludes  the  second  fact,  which  cannot  be  pressed  into 
bajToony  with  his  views, — namely,  that  God,  at  the  completion  of  the  work  of 
creation,  set  apart  the  seventh  day  to  a  holy  use.*  Rest  here  is  opposed  not  to 
iteariness,  bnt  to  action ;  and  we  are  to  r^ard  God  as  presenting  an  example  for 

■  Sees  piper  on  the  'Cbristfao  Sflbbalh'in  Kitto't  Journal  o/  Sacred  Literature  Iot  3n\y 
;^H-  Profi'BSDr  Powell  had  anpported  the  abrogBtion  of  the  Sabbotio  law  id  the  eanie 
l^"^*''  *^^  theolber  ^de  of  the  argument  was  assigned  by  the  editor  to  the  preiwut  irrilcr. 
ibe  errora  uf  Ur.  MackiutDbb  am  tbera  refuted. 
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the  imitation  irf  HiB  creitiirea.  The  rwt  wu  merely  from  creaitiT'e  kgenoy,  for  He 
still  conducts  the  operationa  oF  providence  on  the  Sabbath  as  on  «ther  days.  Tbat 
His  procedure  in  (his  case  was  intended  to  appear  to  as  in  the  light  of  an  example 
maj  be  inferred  from  the  record  in  Genesis,  and  is  abundtmtlj  evident  from  the 
language  of  the  fourth  precept  of  the  Decalogue,  where  we  are  commauded  to 
'  remember  the  Sabbath  day,  to  keep  it  holj ;'  and  the  reason  is  added, — '  For  Id 
six  dajs  the  Lord  made  heaven  and  earth,  the  sea,  and  all  that  in  them  is,  ajid 
rested  the  geventh  daj :  wherefore  the  Lord  bleaaed  the  Sabbath-day,  and  hallowed 
it.'  There  is  a  close  analogy  between  God's  rest  and  ours :  He  reeted  merely  from 
creative  agency,  while  Uis  works  of  providence  proceeded  ;  and  we  reat  merely 
from  eecular  employments,  to  be  actively  engnged  in  religious  duties.  Mr, 
Mackintosh  says  that  'the  Sabbath,  in  the  strict  and  proper  sense  of  the  term, 
could  only  be  celebrated  when  there  really  was  nothing  to  be  done.  It  could  onlj 
be  celebrated  amid  an  undefiled  creation, — a  creation  on  which  no  spot  of  sin 
could  be  discerned.  God  can  have  no  rest  where  there  is  sin.'  This  is  a  specinien 
of  the  meaningless  trash  that  abounds  in  Mr.  Mackintosh's  book.  He  speaks  of 
the  Sabbath  as  if  it  were  only  God's  rest ;  whereas  God  Bet  the  example  for  naa 
to  copy.  How  could  God  blest  the  Sabbath  otherwise  tban  by  making  it  the 
appointed  time  for  the  communication  of  blessings  to  the  sons  of  men  who  propeily 
observe  it  ?  When  it  ia  said  tbat  God  sanctified  the  Sabbath,  the  only  possible 
meaning  is,  that  He  set  it  apart  to  u  sacred  use.  Mr.  Mackintosh  does  not 
attempt  to  explain  these  words.  He  seems  to  have  felt  that  they  were  in  his  waf, 
and  he  simply  ignores  them,  passing  on,  heedless  of  their  presence.  I'here  is  the 
clearest  evidence  that  the  Sabbath  was  instituted  in  Eden  for  the  entire  race ;  ud 
the  Plymouthists  make  common  cause  with  infidels  when  they  deny  this  anquo- 
tionablc  fact. 

In  his  NflCes  on  Ex-idas,  Mr.  Mackintosh  comments  on  the  observance  of  tie 
Sabbath  by  the  Israelites  previous  to  the  giving  of  the  law  at  Sinai,  on  the  place 
it  has  in  the  Moral  Law,  and  on  the  special  precepts  regarding  it,  which  were  evi- 
dently meant  only  for  the  Jews.  On  the  Slst  chapter,  be  jumbles  the  whole  in  a 
strange  mixture  when  be  says:  '  This  is  as  explicit  and  absolute  as  anything  em 
be.  It  fixes  "the  seventh  day,"  and  none  other ;  and  it  positively  forbids,  on  pus 
of  death,  all  manner  of  work.  There  can  be  no  avoiding  the  plain  sense  of  this. 
And  be  it  remembered  that  there  is  not  so  much  as  a  sinf^le  line  of  Scripture  to 
prove  that  the  Sabbath  has  been  changed,  or  the  strict  principles  of  its  observance 
in  the  smallest  degree  relaxed.'  Its  observance  at  the  giving  of  the  manna  provta 
that  it  WHS  not  instituted  at  Sinai  when  the  Moral  Law  was  given.  The  fourth 
precept  of  the  Decalogue  refers  to  an  institution  which  dates  from  the  creation, 
and  there  ia  not  one  Jewish  element  in  it.  The  special  injunctions  of  the  Jewish 
judicial  law  were  not  meant  to  apply  to  other  nations.  If  there  is  no  hne  of 
Scripture  to  prove  that  the  day  has  been  changed  from  the  seventh  to  the  first, 
then  there  is  no  proof  that  the  first  day  of  the  week  is  sacred.  When  the  Plj- 
moQthbts  throw  aside  the  fourth  commandment,  they  leave  nothing  to  enforce  the 
weekly  rest  at  all.  They  have  the  example  of  the  Apostolic  Church  for  meeting 
on  the  first  day  of  the  week  ;  hut  they  have  no  authority  for  a  holy  rest  dnring 
the  entire  day.  When  the  leaders  throw  everything  locee,  it  is  not  surprising  Ihst 
.their  followers  consider  themselves  free  to  act  as  they  please  on  the  first  day  of 
the  week.  In  opposition  to  Plymouth  error,  we  adhere  to  the  orthodox  view  (rf 
the  Sabbath, — that  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  a  seventh  part  of  time  was  set 
spart  by  God  for  rest  from  labour,  and  for  holy  aervice ;  and  that  onlythe  day  wis 
changed  from  the  seventh  to  the  first  by  our  Saviour's  example  after  Hia  resurrec- 
tion, followed  by  that  of  His  inspired  apostles. 

III.  The  humanity  of  our  Lord  Jenus  Christ. — The  Brethren  do  not  admit  that 
our  Saviour  possessed  a  human  nature  altogether  Uke  ours,  wn  only  excepted 
They  Bppak,  indeed,  of  His  human  nature,  but  it  was  only  a  nature  somewhat  liks 
ours,  lie  was  'the  divine  man,'  'the  heavenly  man  ;'  and  aome  deny  that  His 
body  received  anything  of  the  auhstance  of  His  mother.  Mr.  Mackintosh,  in  his 
Nolea  on  I^vHicus,  page  35,  said :  '  The  firat  Adam,  even  in  hia  anfallen  condition, 
was  "  of  the  earth ;  but  the  aecond  Man  was,  as  to  His  manhood,  "  the  Lord  from 
heaven."  '     This  is  a  clear  and  distinct  statement  that  our  Saviour's  body  wMW* 
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of  the  BQbstBDce  of  the  Yirgin.  Tbe  Rune  hwetical  opinion  is  eipreeead  bf  Plf- 
moatbiatB  in  mvtj  Jesuitic^  forms ;  but  thU  atatemeut  baa  tlie  great  advaotago 
OTer  them  ail,  that  ita  meaning  is  uoqueatioDable.  Fevr  men  hare  mastered  tbeir 
sjsteiD  so  (borooghlyss  Dr.  Canon;  and  it  is  justlj  remarked  b;  that  able  contro-- 
Tereialist,  j,hat  '  thoy  not  only  have  a  Toiy  complete  fiyBtem,  but  the;  are  as  tyran- 
nical as  Home  in  keeping  their  foUowen  to  it.  Although  the  Christian  public  cannot 
divine  what  their  Bjgtem  is,  it  is  all  perfectly  underatood  by  thoEo  it  ho  are  tborou^y 
initiated  into  it.  The  great  difficulty  or  getting  at  it  arises  from  tbe  fact  that 
it  ia  always  pat  forth  in  a  completely  Jesuiticu  form.  It  is  entirely  to  this  it 
oveB  ite  success.'  *  Mr.  Mackintosh's  declaration  hsa  occasioned  a  very  instructive 
oontroveray,  in  which  Dr.  Carson  has  rendered  great  service  to  the  cause  of  truth ; 
sad  the  discussion  baa  thrown  considerable  light  on  tbe  Plymouth  system,  both  in 
relation  to  its  principles  and  its  practices.  Dr.  Carson  culled  attention,  in  the 
Coieraine  ChronicU,  to  the  Plymouth  heresy  regarding  our  Saviour's  huiaanity ; 
and  Mackintosh  replied  that  it  was  strange  he  should  have  singled  out  one  passage 
from  351  pages  to  prove  the  heresy  against  him.  He  did  not  deny  that  the  woi^ 
proved  it ;  and  he  neither  defend^  it,  nor  recanted  it,  nor  denied  that  he  had  erer 
held  it,  but  he  referred  to  page  37  of  his  book,  for  a  statement  which  seemed  to 
prove  a  different  doctrine.  This  Jesuitical  procedure,  though  perfectly  natural  to 
a  Plymouthiet,  brought  him  under  the  lash  of  his  manly  and  straightforward 
qiponent.  Dr.  Carson  supposes  a  case  for  iUustration:  "The  law  officers  of  the 
CrewD,  we  may  suppose,  bring  a  man  up  to  be  tried  for  morder.  The  colprit 
ncksowledges  in  open  court  that  he  did  knowingly  and  wilfully  murder  a  man  on 
Friday  last ;  but,  inaamuch  as  he  mordered  no  other  person  for  the  previous  351 
Fridays,  bat  rather  made  a  sort  of  an  attempt  on  one  occasion. to  save  a  life,  he 
Bnboiiis  that  he  not  only  has  no  right  to  be  found  guilty  of  the  murder  he  com- 
mitted  on  tbe  Friday,  but  he  has  a  right  to  be  very  indignant  at  being  put  on  his 
trial  at  all.  What,  I  ask,  would  he  thought  of  tbe  advocate  who  would  defend  a 
ease  on  such  principles?  Would  he  not  be  hissed  out  of  court?  And  yet  this  is 
exactly  Mr.  Mackintosh's  position.'  Moreover,  Dr.  Carson  contends  that  the  cor- 
rective passage  referred  to  contains  '  nothing  at  all  to  the  purpose ; '  and  he  adds ; 
'  I  never  charged  Mr.  Mackiatoah  with  denying  that  Christ  was  born  of  the  Virgin, 
*»B  composed  of  flesh  and  blood,  and  had  a  human  body ;  but  I  did  charge  him 
that  he  calls  this  fleeh  and  blood,  this  human  body,  "  the  Lord  from  heaven,"  the 
"divine  man,"  and  the  "  heavenly  humanity  ;"  and,  consequently,  that  he  makes 
this  flesh  and  blood,  this  human  body,  to  be  really  and  tnd^  God.  Hence,  if  this 
hoDian  body  was  truly  Cod,  although  it  was  bora  of  the  Vii^,  it  was  not  made 
of  her  substance.'  Mr.  Mackintosh  replies  that,  '  as  to  the  sentence  to  wbicb  the 
Doctor  calls  your  attention,  it  means  nothing  more  or  leas  than  what  the  apostle 
Btat«s  in  1  Cor.  xv.  47  ; '  but  he  adds,  '  I  grant  you  that  had  I  anticipated  contro- 
Tersy,  1  would  have  gnarded  the  sentence  of  which  the  Doctor  makes  such  a 
■noontain.'  In  this  wtguarded  language  he  laid  himself  open  again  to  the  assaults 
of  bis  vigorous  foe.  Asbe  refused  at  this  stage  to  recant,  Dr.  Carson  thus  renewed 
-UieissavJt: — *  What  an  expression  for  a  man  calling  himself  a  Cbristinn!  Would 
the  greatest  heathen  that  ever  lived  make  such  a  statement  ?  He  does  not  say 
that  he  would  have  expunged  every  shred  of  the  deadly  doctrine  from  bis  book, 
but,  in  the  face  of  controversy,  he  would  have  guarded  it !  Like  sonie  other  ex- 
pressions in  his  writings,  it  would  then  have  been  so  thoroughly  after  the  fashion 
of  the  oracles  of  ancient  days,  that  a  person  might  read  it  in  any  way  he  pleased. 
For  example,  when  Mr.  Mackintosh  speaks,  in  a  multitude  of  instances,  of  "  the 
Gkwious  Person  of  Christ,"  and  of  "  the  birth  of  this  Glorbus  Person,"  what  does 
lie  mean  ?  How  are  we  to  interpret  him  ?  One  man  may  say  be  means  the  glory 
of  the  union  of  the  Godhead  with  the  humanity  of  Christ ;  but  anotjier  has  ample 
worn  and  verge  enough  to  argue  that  the  words  apply  alone  to  the  glory  of  His 
niwihood, — to  what  is  called,  in  tbe  Valentinian  style  of  the  second  century,  the 
'  neavenly  humanity  ;"  in  short,  that  it  might  correspond  with  the  ideas  which 
were  stoutly  maintained  by  a  poor  member  of  Mr.  Mackintosh's  congregation  in 
Coleraine,  that  the  Virgin  had  no  more  to  do  with  Christ  than  the  pump  has  to 
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do  with  tha  water  that  raos  tbroagh  it.  This  is  sn  uncommoDly  apt  iUoatratjoii' 
of  tbeviewspiomulg&tediD  theM>(MDn  Levitieta;  uid  I  would  like  to  know  wbete 
this  poor  illiterate  man  got  tbe  doctrine,  if  he  did  not  learn  it  from  Mr.  MacMstoah. 
Can  it  be  sappoeed  he  got  it  in  the  writjugs  of  the  YalentiniaDs,*  or  the  Mono- 
phyntes,  of  the  second  and  fifth  centorieB?  I  ftm  certain  he  never  saw  or  heard  of 
their  works.' 

Mr.  Mackintosh  had  occanon  to  iamie  a  new  edition  of  hia  Notes  whUe  this  con- 
trbversy  was  in  progress.  He  calls  it  the  '  second  edition  revised ; '  but  he  sajs  in 
his  preface :  '  I  have  carefully  revised  the  following  pages,  and,  I  may  say,  1  nave 
left  them  very  much  as  I  found  them.  An  eipresaion  here  and  there,  which 
seemed  likely  to  be  misunderstood,  I  have  slightly  touched.'  The  doctrine  of  the 
book  is  still  adhered  to  ;  and  the  discussion  on  our  Saviour's  humanity  is  intro- 
duced by  the  old  remark,  catling  attentjon  to  '  the  vital  natore  of  the  doctrine,' 
prepc^gthe  reader  for  something  new.  Three  eipreaaionB  are  expunged, — 'as 
to  His  manhood,'  '  divine  man,'  aud  '  heavenly  man ; '  but  the  doctrine  eipr«sBed 
by  them  is  retained.  This  is  a  most. Jesnitical  proceeding.  Speaking  of  the 
hamanity  of  Christ,  he  retains  the  text  contrasting  the  first  Adam  with  the  secoad 
Man ;  bo  that  be  does  not  in  the  least  alter  the  sense  by  leaving  out  the  wopds  '  as 
to  His  manhood.!  '  He  has  made  it  more  difficult  for  ordinary  readers  to  unravel 
his  meajiing,  but  he  has  in  no  way  altered  the  sense.' 

At  length  this  controversy  wss  closed  by  a  full  recantation  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Mackintosh,  when  he  could  no  longer,  with  the  least  honour,  withhold  it.  He 
said :  '  I  feel  it  due  to  God,  to  Hie  Church,  and  to  my  own  conscience,  to  acknow- 
ledge that  I  made  a  wrong  stat«ment  in  the  first  edition  of  my  Nntf»  on  Leviliem,  ' 
Ly5,  in  the  following  passage : — "The  second  Han  was,  as  to  Ha  manhood,  the 
rd  from  heaven."  This  mistake,  together  with  the  serious  inference  deducible 
from  it,  was  pointed  out  to  me  by  a  dear  and  venerable  servant  of  Christ,  who 
requested  me  to  reconwder  the  passage,  and  correct  it  in  the  second  edition.  I 
did  correct  the  mistake,  and  added  a  note,  not  to  guard  error,  but  to  guard  the 
truth.  But  this,  I  feel,  was  not  enough.  1  ought  to  have  con/essed  the  mistake, 
and  should  have  done  so  in  the  preface  to  the  second  edition  had  I  been  suffi- 
ciently self-emptied  and  cardess  «f  my  reputation  as  a  writer.  I  do  reverently 
believe  that  onr  blessed  Lord  Jeaus  Chnst  was  "made  of  the  seed  of  David 
according  to  the  fieeh;"  that  He  was  truly  of  the  substance  of  the  Virgin — "flesh 
and  blood;"  as  really  a  man  as  I  am,  in  every  respect,  sin  excepted.'  This  con- 
fession is  so  explicit  that  it  may  seem  unreaaonable  to  refuse  it.  i  shall  believe  it 
honest  when  Mr.  Macktutosh  has  expunged  the  condemaed  error  from  all  his  books, 
which  he  has  not  yet  done. 

Mr.  Darby  tried  to  cover  the  retreat  of  his  friend.  His  Brethren  and  their 
Reviewers  is  a  curious  specimen  of  special  pleading.  He  admits  that  Mr.  Mackin- 
tosh's language  was  'open  to  attack  ;'  but  he  contends  that  the  attack  was  'un- 
founded and  UDrighteons.'  Mr.  Darby  confesses  that  his  friend  has  blundered ;  bat 
he  tries  hard  to  make  it  appear  that  be  is  chargeable  with  no  error.  As  Dr.  Caison 
has  remarked,  he  might  as  well  swear  at  once  that '  tlie  black  raow  is  white.'  He 
proposes  thus  to  amend  the  famous  utterance  of  his  friend,  so  aeto  render  it  nti- 
assailable : — '  Had  he  said  He  was  Lord  from  heaven  tn  His  manhood,  he  would 
have  been  perfectly  right,  and  he  who  denied  it  would  be  unquesliouably  a  heretic-, 
but  "as  to"  separates  the  manhood,  and  thus  tke  words  cannot  refer  to  HispeiEoa 
who  was  there  in  manhood. '+  The  «hange  does  not  in  the  least  improve  the  sense, 
and  it  furnishes  but  a  thin  cloak  for  the  erroi ;  for  the  connection  shows  that  Mr. 
Mackintosh  was  referring  exclusively  to  our  Saviour's  humanity,  and  not  at  ail  to 
Hie  divinity.  Mr.  Darby  elaborately  proves,  what  no  oue  denies,  that  the  term 
Tx>rd  is  applied  to  Christ  in  reference  to  His  mediatorial  authority;  but  this  is 
entirely  aside  from  the  point,  tor  the  text  in  question  does  not  refer  to  His  media- 
torial authority,  but  to  His  divinity.  On  reading  bis  pamphlet,  I  would -have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that,  had  Mr.  Darby  been  consulted,  he  would  have  advised 

•  VBlentinus  admiltBil  tUat  Clinst  was  born  of  Mary,  but  maintained  that  Ha  made  use  ol 
her  only  as  of  a  chsDiiel,  iiv  wLicli  He  entered  intu  tliie  finite  wurld.  The  Plymoolh  diB-. 
Coveriea  are  only  tlie  rerlval  of  old  and  defunct  hireeiea. 

t  Brtthitn  and  Ihtir  Stvlautrs,  p.  lU. 
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Lis  frjead  to  hold  Qte  fort,  and  promised  to  asdst  in  defendii^  it ;  but  it  appeara, 
from  his  own  coofession,  that  he  was  conBolted  by  Mr.  Mackintosh  previous  to  the 
publication  of  the  beree^.*  His  words  are  :  '  When  fir^t  it  was  shown  to  myself, 
before  it  was  publicly  in  question,  it  was  in  manuscript,  with  an  answer  by 
another  person.  I  replied  to  an  inqaiiy  on  it.  Both  hare  gone  beyond  Scripture, 
but  I  do  not  believe  either  meant  anytning  wrong.'  On  reading  this  declaration 
of  bis  chief,  I  felt  truly  sorry  for  Mr.  Hackintosb,  who  seems  an  amiable  man ;  for 
it  is  thoroughly  inconaiHtent  with  his  own  remark,  that  if  he  had  anticipated 
controversy,  he  would  have  'guarded'  his  statement.  It  appears  that  controversy 
bad  begun  among  the  Brethren,  and  that  Mr.  Darby's  judgment  had  been  obtained. 
Tbe  heavenly  humanity  theory  was  therefore  Mr.  Mackintosh's  deliberate  and 
settled  opinion,  after  due  consultation.  In  tbe  words  of  I>r.  Careon,  '  The  opinion 
was  already  controverted,  whilst  the  work  was  in  manuscript,  by  some  ol  the 
Plymoaths,  and  tbe  matter  bad  to  be  settled  by  Judge  Darby,  whose  decision,  of 
course,  as  the  decision  of  an  autoci«t,  must  silence  io  future  all  controversy  on  the 

f&rt  of  bis  followers.  For  the  initiated,  it  did  not  now  require  to  be  guarded- 
he  heterodox  opinion  might  poBsibly  be  slipped  in  on  the  public  without  their 
being  aware  of  it.  In  this  way  it  would  gain  currency.  But  tbe  moment  I 
appeared  on  tbe  scene,  tbe  matter  was  entirely  changed.  It  then  became  absolutely 
nt^cessary  to  "guard"  tbe  sentiments,  in  order  that  the  public  might  not  be 
deterred  from  tbe  sect.  The  squeeze  from  without  produced  an  effect  which  could 
not  be  &ccompliabed  by  the  discnssion  which  was  placed  before  Darby  in  manu- 
script.    Such  is  PlymoathiBm.''t 

It  is  not  for  me  to  Interfere  in  the  personal  contest  between  Mr.  Darby  and  Dr. 
Carson.  Mr.  Darby  has  fonnd  his  match,  and  something  more.  On  tbe  Doctor's 
dissecting  table  be  is  completely  shorn  of  bis  strength.  Nor  is  it  pleasant  for  me 
to  write  severely  of  the  two  chief  men  among  the  Brethren  ;  but  I  am  sorry  for 
ttose.  excellent  people  who  are  misled  by  them.  Ibere  are  some  devout  ladies  who 
read  Mr.  MackintoMi's  Kotea  in  daily  portions.  Tbeir  judgment  is  sadly  at  fault, 
and  I  should  be  glad  to  guide  them  to  more  profitable  reading. 

But  the  true  humani^  fff  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  must  be  held 
firmly  on  the  ground  of  Scripture.  It  ia  indeed  a  precious  doctrine,  to  be  prized* 
and  loved.  We  are  assured  in  Scripture  that '  tbe  Word  was  made  flesh ; '  that 
'  forasmuch  as  the  children  are  partucers  of  flesh  and  blood.  He  also  Himself  like- 
wise took  part  of  the  same;'  that  'God  sent  forth  His  Son,  made  of  a  woman;' 
and  that  He  '  was  made  of  tlie  seed  of  David  according  to  the  flesh.'  He  who  sits 
OD  tbe  throne  of  heaven  is  onr  Broths,  and  He  sympathizes  with  us  in  all  our 

'  Though  sow  ascended  up  on  higb. 

Partaker  of  the  hamaD  name. 

Be  kuovB  the  frailty  of  our  fiame.' 

The  distinct  historical  statements  attesting  the  real  humanity  of  our  Saviour  are 
QuiDerons,  but  some  of  the  indications  of  His  humanity  are  peculiarlv  interesting, 
as  evmcing  the  tenderness  by  ivhich  He  was  characteiized.  After  His  fasting  in 
the  wilderness,  He  suffered  from  hunger ;  weary  and  thirsty,  He  sat  by  the  well  of 
Samaria;  the  foses  have  holes,  and  ibe  birds  of  the  air  have  nests,  but  the  Son  of 
Man  had  not  where  to  lay  His  head ;  He  wept  by  the  grave  of  Lazarus ;  He  wept, 
tw,  over  tbe  devoted  city  of  Jerusalem  ;  in  the  proE;^ect  of  His  last  sufierings,  His 
eoid  was  '  exceeding  sorrowful,  even  unto  death ; '  in  a  cold  nigbt,  beneath  the 
ohte  trees  of  Gethsemane,  His  bloodlike  drops  of  perspiration  attested  the  agony 
of  His  soul ;  enfeebled  by  being  scourged.  He  was  sinking  under  the  fatigue  of 
bearing  His  cross,  and  those  who  led  Him  to  Calvary  saw  it  necessary  to  compel  a 
ctnuttryman  to  bear  it  after  Him  ;  His  hands  and  feet  were  pierced  with  nails,  and 
His  ude  by  a  spear,  when  He  shed  His  blood  on  the  accursed  tree  \  suffering  from 
the  intolerable  thirst  which  ai^companiea  crucifixion,  He  cried,  '1  thirst,'  and  received 
a  sponge  with  vinegar ;  after  which  He  exclaimed  aloud,  '  It  is  finished !' — a  life 
of  Eufieriog  was  terminated  by  a  painfid  death,  and  man  was  redeemed. 

'  RiqliteoiuHfa  and  Lnw,  p.  50. 

■f  The  Hcrtiiet  '/the  /"/ycoiKA  ErtlhToi,  pp.  S64,  Sc5. 


Google 


SCOTTISH  HYUN-WRITESS. 


SCOTTISH  HVMN-WRITERS. 

U  THOMSON,  EDlNBCItGH. 


n               tr      m      n      n  the  iuftction  ot  the  committce  of  1742. 

Chapter  H.-The  Old  Pa^pobases-  j^^  j^             ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^thing.    It 

Blaie,  Bobkrtsok,  asi>  Ramdall.  „^  re-appointed  in  1744,  with  renewed 
TtCE  Bune  Geaeml  Aasemblj  of  the  iuBtructiona  'to  pr^are  some  Ban- 
Scotch  Church  which  sanctioned  the  phrases  of  sacred  wnt.in  Terse.'  The 
WestmiDSter  ConfeBaion  (1647)  took  result  of  thU  re-appointment  was,  that 
measures  for  introdudng  into  public  in  1741)  the  committee  presented  to  the 
worship  a  new  metrical  version  of  the  Assembly  a  collection— 45  in  number- 
Psalms.  A  member  of  the  English  of  Scripture  translations,  which  was 
Parliament,  Francis  Rous,*  had  eae-  remitted  to  presbyteries  for  their  con- 
cuted  a  traoslation  In  metre,  borrowing  sideration.  There  seems  to  have  been 
largely,  however,  from  a  version  of  great  indifFerenoe  to  the  subject  on  the 
which  Sir  William  Alexander  of  part  not  only  of  the  people,  but  also  of 
Menatrie — afterwards  Earl  of  Stirling —  the  presbyteries  throughout  ScotUndj 
was  the  author.  This  version  of  Rous  for,  year  after  year,  the  records  of  tlie 
found  favoiu  with  the  Assembly,  and  a  Aasemhly  complain  of  no  answer  having 
committee  was  appointed  to  revise  it,  been  sent  by  a  large  number  of  pres- 
snd,  at  the  same  time,  to  make  what  use  byteries  to  its  remit  on  the  qnestion  of 
they  could  of  the  versions  of  the  Laird  the  Paraphr^Bes,  which  was  annoallj 
of  Rowallan  and  of  Zachary  Boyd,  renewed.'  Atlength,  in  1751,thenBein 
minister  of  the  Barony  Parish,  Glasgow,  private  families  of  the  collection  wbiiih 
who  left  a  splendid  legacy  to  its  Uuiver'  had  been  reported  to  the  Assembly  in 
aity.  The  result  of  the  labours  of  this  1745  was  formally  sanctioned.  The  re^ 
committee  was  the  introduction  of  the  sultwas,thattheBeforty-fiveparapbrase9 
Metrical  Psalter  which  is  still  in  use  in  or  hymns  came  to  be  circulated  widely 
the  Presbyterian  Churches  in  Scotland,  among  the  people,  and  gradually  to  t« 

Subsequently  to  the  adoption  of  this  used  in  social  praise  in  not  a  few  con- 
metrical  version  of  the  Psalms,  the  ques-  gregations,  especially  in  the  larger 
tion  of  enlai^g  the  material  for  praise  towns. 

in  public  worship  was  repeatedly  Before  Of  this  collection  of  sacred  odes  pro- 

the  General  Assembly,  and  a  committee  vided  in  1751  for  tlje  use  of  the  Church 

— of     which     Zachary     Boyd     was     a  of  Scotland,  only  a  small  number  were 

member — was  actually  arointed  for  the  dravrn   from  native  sources.     This  will 

purpose  of  addingto  the  Psalms  suitable  be  seen  from  the  following  details,  which 

metrical  translations  of  other  portions  of  give  as  correct  a  view  of  the  auttorship 

Soriptore,  taken  both  from  the  Old  and  of   what   are   termed   the   '  Old  Para- 

the  New  Testaments.     Nearly  a  century  phrases '  as  it  is  now  possible  to  obtain, 

elapsed,  however,  before  anything  was  Twenty-six weremodiflcationa  of  hynins 

done  in  good  earnest  to  accomplish  this  by  Dr.  Isaac  Watts,  tbealterationsbeing 

object.     In  1742  the  Assembly  approved  in  some  cases  few,  in  others  very  con- 
of    an    overture    transmitted    by    the 

Synod  of  Glasgow  and  Ayr,  prc^tosing  ■  It  is  scuceiy  sarpiiaiD^  that,  at  ■  tloe 

that  '  a  committee  of  ministers  m  and  when  Iba  omntry  was  bo  dislurbeii,  nutters 

around  Edinburgh  be  appointed  to  make  "'   this   Hnd   were   treated   with   d«1«L 

passages  of  Holy  Bcnpture,   and  to  re-  oite  any  aathority  for  his  statement,  the  Ims 

ceive  performances  of  that  kind  from  ol   the  copies  which   were  irinamilted  to 

any  who   might   execute   such   transla-  praBhjterieafor  their  inapectionwaa  given  in 

tions.       The     troubled     stato    of     the  """J'  ''^  " '  '^°  '"'■  *''*''"  ?°' "^' 

country  at  that  period  may  acconnt  for  l^^^^'p^t^^^'i'^e'i^va^rfers  ofS 

'Bona  was ODeofCbeUjoomoiiesionen sent  Assembl;  as  to  preebyl«ries  judging  ot  tba 

to  tlie  Weetminsler  Assembly,  and  a  Eealune  Old  FaraphnseB  at  that  time  was,  that  in  the 

Paritaa.     He  vta  rewarded  for  hia  devotion  tumult  of  the  rebellion  of  1745,  the  copu 

to   Cromwell  by  the  provoetship  of  £ton  tmnemilled  for  con^deration  uf  presbytirlea 

College  and  the  apeakersbip  of  the  House  of  had  !o  many  cases  diaappearecL' — F.C.U^i 

Commons  daring  the  Protectonts.  1847,  p.  130. 
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tid«rab!e.*    Three  irere  b;  Doddridge,  also  a  kiiwinaii  of  Lord  Presideiit  Bkir, 

witii  alteratioaB.t     The  preKiit  37th  vhoee  name  Borvivei  as  that  of  an  elo- 

iTM  written  bj  Tate,  one  of  the  joint-  qnent  pleader,  a  profoond  lawyer,  kdA 

suthon  of. the  TerBion   of  the  iWtiis  an  able  judge.     When  studying  at  the 

which  ifl  known  as  Tale  and  Brady's.  UniTersity  of    hia  native  d^,   yonog 

Seren  were  anonyinoiis  couipoettions,  Blair  wrote  an  essay  od 'The  Beautiful,' 

and    their    anthorahip    will    remain  a  subject  which  hod  been  prescribed  bf 

for  ever  a   mjstery.t      Of    the   re-  theProfeseorof  Logicin theusualcourse 

msiiiiiig   eight,     with    whose    anlhors  of  acadenucal  exercises.     This  essay  pro- 

ulone  we  bare  at  preeait  to  do,  foor  duced  so  favoarable  an  impression  on 

wen  supplied  by  Hugh  Btair,  afterwards  the  Frofessor's  mind,  that  he  ajmointed 

Duuiaterof  the  High  Church,  Edinburgh ;  it  to  be  read  by  its  aatbor  in  the  bearing 

thrae  b^  William  KobertBOD,  minister  of  of  the  entire  class  at  the  close  of  the 

Old  Gteyfriais-^the  father  of  Principal  sewon,  and  at  the  same  time  pronounced 

Wm.  Bobertson ;  and  one  by  Hr.  lUn-  on  it  a  high  eulogium.     To  this  circum- 

dill,  mmigter  of  Stirling.  stonca  Blair  os^  to  ascribe  the  early 

To  HuQH  Blair  we  owe  the  following  bent  which  was  given  to  hie  mind  to- 

four  of  Mie  pieces  included  in  the  early  wards  polite  literatare ;  and  he  is  said  to 

collection: —  have  preserved  this  effort  of  his  youthful 

„        ,.„        ,            r  I    •     j.1.  powers  with    a  fond  interest  till    his 

...Ho,  UJl    «,d    fo^^   »   ft.  &,h,„, he  fin*  ™,„i,.arf  pledge  cJ 

.,?™J*.,         ,    „         I,  _  .    Tu  tbeTenownwhichheafterwardsacquired 

mm  F.tl«»rfall,w.t«>wtoTh..  „  .  p„^„  „d  .  mu,  of  lettS!    Oa 

rh.  "J^"^,  rendeimg  of  ft.  „,  „lb,^„i„,  „„,„„,  t„  ,,e„b  ft,  g»- 

LoKls  "ayer).  pel  from  the  Pr«brtery  of  Edinburgh 

.u,v.  Tta  ,[«kB  the  S»>,oii.  of  Ih.  }ri7«,  «idi  h»i  iLn  the  brilliuieT^l 

world.  his  acadeniio  worse  that  high  ezpwta- 

*.  nogmlefol  «m.cin,  when.,  tbi,  ^,,  „„  enlertuoed  re.Jioli.rbi. 

"*"'  pulpit  appearances  ;  and  bis  first  public 

To  these  we  must  add  s  much  superior  efforts  amply  justified  the  hopes  of  his 

production,'  which  he  contributed  thirty  friends.     His  fame  epeedily  procured  for 

jeara  later  to  the  revised  and  enlarged  him  a  presentation  to  a  country  charge, 

fdiCionof  the  selection,  viz. : —  Ad  >n   1742   he  was  ordained   to   the 

V     nt  .j.t    D     ■            ,1.    ^  ministry  of   CoUessie,   in   Fife,   where, 

xliv.  Behold  the  Saviouron  the  Cross,  ho^evw,  he  remained  only  for  a  few 

Dr.  Hugh  Blair  was  a  native  of  Edin-  months.    1u  the  following  year  be  was, 

burgh,  and  belonged  to  a  family  which  by  popular  election,  appointed   to  the 

daiaed   connection   with    the    ancient  second    charge   of     the   Canongat«   of 

houEe  of  Blair  of   Blair,   in   Ayrshire.  Edinburgh,     where    be    continued    to 

He  tras  second  cousin  of  Bobert  Blair,  minister  for  eleven  years,  discharging  his 

miniater  of   At^telstaneford,  the  author  dutJes  with  diligence  and  seal,  and  lay- 

of  the  once  popular  poem  of  The  Grave,  ing  the  foundation  of  his  future  popu- 

to  whom  tbe  authorship  of  the  above-  larity  as  a  preacher,  whose  discourses, 

— '-      ■•              1.1                .-  jj  containing  little  evangelical  unction, 

and  not  indicating  much  mental  power, 

.  _,         ,                        ,  ,„  were  potable  for  the  elegance  and  polish 

™.  J^ J^''"^..?^"'*  A I  W*"«-'?rtli"  (,( their  style.     It  must  have  been  about 

minipnlBted,  aswill  by«ndby  appoar,  bvtbe      ..  ;  »    j    u-      n        """"" 

(r«meno(thePi™pt,ii»8.>reprSauced»bout  *°«   commencement   of   his   Canongate 

tbirtjysra  Uier— Btand  in  t£e  eiistiiig col'  mmistry,   and    when     be    was     abont 

iKtiountidertbefollowIiigiiiimbera: — 1,  B,  6,  twentv-five  years  of  age,  that  he  wrote 

U3,  18,  20,  K,  23,  24,  4a  *i,  46,  *7,  6u,  61,  the  four  metrical  pieces  which  he  con- 

*M  -I'  •'  r     '  ^^  ,^^'             .  triboted  to  the  draftot '  Old  Paraphrases ' 

thL'^i'^foC^r^HSs.'eT"'"  pr^ented  to  the  Assembly  in  1755. 

I  The  inonymona  pieces,-  whcisa  author-  By    a   sUcceBSlon   of    steps  —  for    he 

'liipcinnotbsiraoBd,  are  to  bo  tonnd  in  tbo  passed  from  Canongate  to  Lady  Yeater's 

t«K[ii  colleotion  wider  thess  Noa. :— 28,  26,  —Blair  rose  to  the  first  charge  in  the 

au,  3^96. 62  69.  Higl,   Church,  which  was  in  those  days 

"/&itea"J'!hifSf  .^d^hllt  considered   the  most  honourable  mini- 

nlyiae  on  his  authority.     Eev'SrotigAam'i  steri^  post  in  Scotland.    This  distinction 

Hmo&t,  ToL  L  p.  6S9.  was  conferred  on  him  in  1768  by  the 
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d  endowed  a  profeaaocship  of 
who  naoally'  wonhipped  in  that  church.  Rbetoric  and  English  Literature,  ana  ap- 
Of  the  way  in  whicD  he  fulfiUe<),  for  a  pointed  Dr.  Blair  to  the  chair  in  coDsidet- 
pwiod  of  forty  yean,  the  duties  of  his  ation  of  hia  approved  qualifications, 
ministry  in  St.  Gilw',  aot&e  idea  may  By  the  lectures  which  he  delivered  from 
be  formed  from  hia  published  eermons.  hia  academic  chair  doriiig  twenty-foor 
Theee,  however  little  they  may  be  read  auoceesive  yeara,  and  which  fona  U) 
in  our  time,  were  greatly  admired  by  published  work  on  Rhetoric,  he  ia  per- 
f  onner  generationa  of  Scotchmen — at  oape  beat  known  in  the  world  Mf  lelten. 
least  in  the  Bstabliahed  Church.  It  ia  His  dinertation  on  the  poems  of  Oasiaii, 
Bald  that  when  Dr.  Blair,  yielding  no  in  which  he  aeeka  to  vindicate  the  authen- 
donbt  to  the  importunate  wiahee  of  hia  ticity  of  Hacphersou's  tranalatiooB, 
admiren,  transaiitted,  about  the  year  aervedalao  to  apread  the  reputation  of  iu 
1777,  the  manuscript  of  a  volume  of  hia  author,  having  berai  reproduced  in  vari- 
sermons  to  Mr.  Slrahao,  tiie  publisher  in  ous  langua^.  WbileBlair  never  affecled 
IiOndon,  ilii  reception  was  at  first  un-  church  leaderahip,  end  was  preveDl«d  bj 
favourable.  A  letter  was  actually  sent  hia  conetitutloaal  timidity  from  taking; 
to  the  Edinburgh  doctor  deeliniog  the  a  prominent  part  in  the  proceeding  of 
proffered  publication.  Meanwhile,  how-  church  courts,  bis  opinion  and  advice 
ever,  Mr.  Strahsn,  having  submitted  were  mttch  deferred  to  by  the  leading 
some  of  the  sermons  to  Dr.  Johnson  for  Churchmen  of  hia  day ;  and  the  whole 
his  opinion,  received  from  him  after  the  weight  of  hia  powerful  influence  was 
despatch  of  the  unfavourable  letter  the  thrown  into  the  scale  of  Moderatism. 
following  note : — '  I  have  read  Dr.  B.'s  Though  not  robust  in  his  constitutjiHi, 
first  sermon  with  more  than  approba-  he  lived  to  be  an  octogenarian*.  Wden 
tion.  To  say  it  is  good  ia  to  any  too  no  longer  equal,  in  his  latter  yeaia,  to 
little.  It  is  eicellently  written,  both  aa  the  effort  of^  addressing  hia  large  con- 
to  doctrine  and  Unguage.'  The  pnb-  gregation  from  the  pulpit,  he  continued 
Usher  waa  afterwards  led  to  believe  that  to  perform  the  private  labours  of  toB 
the  MS.  was  more  valuable  tlian  he  ol&ce.  Khen  eighty-two  years  of  age, 
auppoaed  it  to  be,  and  bad  the  candour  he  worked  with  aH  the  ardour  and  per- 
to  write  again  to  Kair,  encloeiug  Dr.  severance  of  youth  in  preparing  a  bat 
Johnson'sletter,  andofTeringtopurchase  volume  of  his  sermons  for  the  precs, 
the  copyright.  The  uopreoedeiited  writing  them  out  with  his  own  hand,  and 
success  of  his  speculation  in  publiahing  iti  many  parts  composing  them  afresh. 
this  volume  encouraged  him  to  publish  After  an  illness  of  three  days,  he  died  in 
a  second,  a  third, .and  a  fonrth,  each  of  1800. 
them  increasing  the  demand  for  its  pre-         William  Robertsok  contributed  the 


>r  all  of  them  the  author     following    three  pieces    to    the .  1751 
received  large  aume.  collection  ; — 


How  few  receive  with  cor^ 
foith. 


When  Blair  was  in  the  zenith  of  hh 
popularity,    he   volanteered,   with    the 

sanction  of  the  Senatua,  to  read  within         ,,..   TA"' ^ ;  v , ,,. 

the  walls  of  the  Universitv  a  coui^e  of         *•"■  t^^^?""'  ^^'^  '"''' 

aliii.  Yonnowmoat  hear  my  voice 


the  walls  of  the  University  a  course  of 
lectures  on  a  branch  of  study  in  which 
he    was    an    acknowledged     mast 

Rhetoric  and  the  Bellea  Ijsttrea.     

novel  proposal   waa   eagerly   accepted.  Dr.   'Vi'ra.   Robertson   belonged  to  a 

The  erperunent,  which  commenced   in  Highland  family,  who  were  cadeta  of  the 

1769,   waa   eminently   successful.      Dr.  Robertsons  of  Struaa  or  Strowan.    He 

Blur's  reputation  and  universally  ad-  was  settled  for  some  years  as  ministfr 

mitted    competency   to   treat   his  aelf-  of  the  Scotch  Church  in  London  Wall. 

chosen  theme,  attracted  crowded  audi-  Returning  to  Scotiand  in  1718,  be  «»s 

encea.      The  lectures  excited  so  deep  an  inducted  minister  of  Borthwick,  in  the 

interest,  and  were  heard  with  so  much  county    of     Edinbat^h,    and    nsiried 

admiration,  that  the  patrons  instituted  a  Eleanor,  daughter  of  David  Pitcairn  of 

Rhetoric  class,  to  be  undw  the  direction  Dreghom,  one  of  the  Lords  of  Sesoou- 

of  the  lecturer,  as  a  permanent  part  of  From   Borthwick,    where  his  son  Wil- 

their   academical  arrangements.     The  Ham,  the  celebrated  bistoriaa,  was  bom. 
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be  was  tiaiiEdated    to    the    charge   of  'Lot    "ot    your    httila   with    »niLonH 

Udj  Vwter'a,  Edinburgh  ;  and  in  1736  „  '^""^^'i",      j, 

he  wu  admitted  to  Old  Grejfriaw.     He  n.lr.l'i!!' .!.»  pL^^'^i  ■ 

1-   1  ■    >,*i^  T;                           ■        1-1,1  ""*  trust  tUo  FrOTldencB  divinp. 

died  m  1745,  the  Bame  year  in  which  the  And  imM  my  (traolonB  «id.              ', 

■bove-mentioned  contiibutioua   to  the  I  to  mj  Fither'a  bome  relnni ; 

draft  were  laid  before  the  AeMmbly.  Tbera  uaiDBrouB  msnsiont  sbind. 

Hia  eldeet  daughter,  who  married  the  And  glory  manifold  sbuunds 

Rer.  Jam«  S^e,   mioiater   ot   Alloa,  TbroMgbMI  the  b»ppy  land. 

liecome   the    gmndmother     of     Henry  'ir  no  snob  bappy  land  there  were, 

Brougham,  who  was,  in  hia  early  days,  Tbe  trulb  fd  bave  declared, 

conatantlj  in  her  society  in  Edinbnrgb,  And  not  with  vain,  deluslie  Lape^ 

die  being  then   a  widow.     Drougham  Your  eauy  mind*  msnared. 

heldhermemoryinthebigheatyenera-  %- urp^^^Vn^be^"" 

hOD,  and  in  hia  autobiography  ascnbcs  ^nd  in  tbe  Und  ol  promised  rest 

all  biB  anccess  in  life  to  her  companion-  Your  manaion  to  prepare. 

Bhip  and  traioiog,  which  extended  from 

his  Mrhffit  infancy  till  the  period  of  hia  'S"'  '^a"^  I  "l^il  '■stum  again, 

leaving    coUege.         'Remarkable    for  i-iT.^  „   i^i?      w       „'^' 

,7",,         ?,       ....                   .  1  ben  we  aball  meet  to  p»rt  no  more, 

beauty,'  he  adds,   'but  far  mwe  for  a  And  Mill  together  be. 

■MKolioe  intellect  andclear  underatftnd-  Thus  wbjtber  I  am  bannd  yoa  know, 

ing,  ahe    instilled    into    me   front   my  And  1  have  shown  tbe  nmd; 

OTdle  the  strongest  desire  for  informs-  ^<"'  I'™  'be  tnie  and  livine  way 

tion,  and  the  first  principlea  of  that  pui-  ^'"'  '**'*■  *''*  ""''  *°  ""''■ 

Kvering  energy  iu  the  purguit  of  every  of  the  remaining  original  contribn- 

kind  of  knowledge,   which,   more  than  tj^Q  in  the  old  paraphrases,  which  now 

any  natural  talenta  I  may  poeaees,  has  gtantk  as 

enabled  me  to  stick  to  and  to  accom-  ,■      m,_  ■    .       _,    ^   , 

plieh-how  far  succwrfully  it  ia  not  for  ^"-  Though  perfect  eloquence  adorned, 

me  to  aay — every  taak  I   ever  uuder-  Hr.  Randall,  miuiater  of  Stirling,  was 

took.'  the  anthor.    He  commenced  his  mini- 

Brongbam  relates  in  bis  autobiography  stij  at  Inchttire,  from  which  he   was 

that  when,  as   president  of  the  Social  trsjislated  to  Stirling  in  1770.     In  the 

Science  Congreas,   held  in  Glasgow  in  game  year  he  published  a  pamphlet  on 

1860,  he  attended  divine  service  iu  the  the  question  of  church  patronage,  which 

Cathedral  charch  of   tLat  city,  he  was  at  that  period,  and  foi  many  years  after - 

much  struck  with  '  the  accident'  of  the  wards,  stirred  the  mind  of  Scotland  to 

ViA  paraphrase,   '  Let  not  your  hearts  its  depths.     Many  forced  aettletneots  of 

with  aniiouathoughts,' being  sung;  and  ministers  weie  made  in  accordance  with 

remarks  that, '  very  certainly  be  alone  of  the  high-handed  policy  of  the  dominant 

all  tbe  congregation  knew  who  waa  the  party,  of  which  Principal  Robertson  was 

autlior,  for  the  hymn-book  gives  it  with-  tbe  guiding  spirit,  and  these  had  the 

oot  any  name.'      'The  primitive  coUec-  effect  of  greatly  swelling  the  number  of 

tioD    iu   which    the    hymn     of    Lord  the  adherents  of  the  Secession  and  Re- 

Brou^iam's  greftt-grandfather  appesj^d  lief  Churches.    Randall  was  one  of  those 

■a  it  eame  from  bis  pen  ia  now  ao  ei-  who  opposed  the  Act  of  Queen  Anne  as 

tKmely  rare,  that  it  ia  difficult  to  get  putting  a  yoke  on  the  Church's  neck, 

access  to  it.     Few  Scotch  Presbyterians  and  advocated  tbe  recognition  of  tbe 

bave  seen  it,  or  even  know  of  its  exist-  rights  of  the  people.      Having  disre- 

ence.    It  is  not  likely,  therefore,  that  guded  tbe  peremptory  command  of  the 

tiis  lordship  waa  aware  that  in  the  shape  Assembly  to  be  present  at  the  induction 

iQ  which  it  was  aung  in  1860  in   the  of  an  obnoxious  presentee  into  the  mini- 

Gatbedrat  of  Glasgow  it  differs  consider-  steiial  charge  ofthe  parish  of  St.  Ninians, 

sUy  from  the  original,  which  we  here  he  wjis  rebnked  before  the  bar  of  the 

^nuucribe.     Whe^er  Uie  changes  made  Assembly  in  1774.  Hr.  Fiadlay,miaister 

iu  the  form  in  which  it  stands  among  of  Dollar,  who  was  present  and  presided 

the  paraphrases  now  in  ose  are  improve-  at  the  induction,  waa  at  the  same  time 

°*eDU,  WB  leave   it  to  our   readers  to  censured  for  the  manner  in  which  be 

determine  for  themselves.    The  original  addressed  the  inducted  minister.     Mr. 

Btaodsthus:—  Randall  died  in  1780,  in  hie  70tli  year. 
(To  he  centinued.) 
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ADDRESS  AT  AN  ORDISATIOK  OF  ELDERa 

BY  KEV.  THOMAS  DUHLOP,  BRISTO  CHURCH,  EDINBnWJH. 
Dear  Bretrrkm, — You  tre  now  joined  with  n«  u  elden  in  the  oversight  of  the 
congregAtion.  llnuiy  be  pmumed  that  both  of  70U  know  Bufficieiitly  the  dutiei 
And  responsibilities,  arid,  I  would  ftdd,  f/rnlijicatiom  of  the  otGco.  One  of  jou  hu 
hftd  a  good  m»oy  years'  experience  of  eldership  in  the  ministry,  and  the  other  t 
good  many  years'  training  in  student  life,  and  lately  in  misBionary  life,  with  a  view 
to  the  ministry.  The  character  of  the  office,  and  the  qaalifieations  it  requires,  are 
well  known  to  you.  In  addressing  you,  therefore,  it  is  not  on  (he  aaaumption 
that  there  is  ignorance  in  yon.  to  be  instructed,  but  it  is  thought  a  fit  occasion  on 
which  to  stir  up  your  pure  minds  by  way  of  remembrance.  And,  in  course,  it  hu 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  one  so  ineiperienced  as  myself  to  be  the  instrument  of  doing  to. 
In  discharging  this  daty,  I  would  simply  allude  to  what  I  beliere  is  already  in  yooi 
minds,  and  nnder  thoughtfnl  consideration  there. 

I  speak  of  your  characteristics,  not  as  Christiana,  but  as  elders-  It  is  not  s 
characteristic  of  your  eldership  to  serve  Christ ;  it  is  a  characteristie  of  your  dia- 
cipleship,  You  were  understood  to  do  that  previous  to  your  election  and  installa- 
tion to  office.  It  was  understood  that  Christ  was  your  Master,  Hisjiory  your  wm, 
His  vmrd  your  rule.  His  love  yonr  motive.  His  (xample  the  copy  for  your  own. 
These  are  the  proper  characteristics  of  every  private  member  of  the  Church. 

As  elders,  you  nave  special  features  apart  from  these,  and  for  a  few  moments  I 
would  direct  your  attention  to  them.  You  were  serving  Christ  before,  it  is  tnie, 
but  yon  were  not  serving  or  assisting  your  ministers,  as  you  have  now  the  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  in  the  eldership.  An  intelligent  elder  will  regard  this  his  most 
Important  characteristic, — that  he  k  a  direct  sid  to  the  work  of  the  ministry.  Hia 
chief  aim  will  be  to  help  the  minister  for  Christ's  sake.  This  large  congregation 
makes  quite  a  little  army  of  souls,  old  and  young.  This  army,  to  be  kept  togellwr 
and  saved,  needs  to  be  led.  Practically,  the  ackoowledged  leaders  are  the  mini- 
sters;  but  what  are  they  among  so  many?  They  can  do  but  little  unless  sup- 
ported by  Tuen  of  kindi«d  sympathies,  who  will  occupy  subordinate  poeiti(ms  aa 
leaders,  and  carry  out  loyally,  throughoflt  the  whole  army,  the  views  and  plans  of 
those  who  constitute  its  head.  Loyalty  to  Christ  in  the  ministers,  and  loyalty  to 
the  ministers  in  the  elders,  for  Christ's  sake,  will  make  of  the  whole  congregation 
a  compact  and  well  orgaoiied  body.  In  this  loyalty  to  the  ministers  you  do  not, 
of  course,  give  up  the  exercise  of  private  judgment;  but  in  the  exercise  of  private 
judgment  you  have  agreed  to  take  the  place  you  now  bold,  believing  that  the 
ministers  whom  you  should  act  under  are  men  worthy  of  your  confidence,  that 
you  could  sympathize  with  them  in  their  aims,  and  co-operate  with  them  and 
under  them  in  the  working  out  of  their  plans.  Though  not,  perhaps,  agreeing 
with  them  in  every  minnte  particular,  yet  you  will  be  so  bound  up  ^th  them  in 
the  harmony  of  grand  essentials,  that  yon  will  make  any  needful  sacrifice  rathw 
than  allow  differences  in  small  details  to  do  that  harmony  the  slightest  injnry. 
This  is  the  spirit  of  true  manlike  and  Christlike  independence.  In  this  sessioa  1 
have  often,  with  pride,  seen  it  exercised,  and  never  violated.  I  do  not  know  that 
this  characteristic  loyalty  of  right-minded  eldership  was  ever  refused  to  the  ministry 
of  this  congregation ;  and  in  the  cose  of  my  revered  and  beloved  colleague  and 
father,  never  more  heartily  given  than  richly  deserved. 

Another  feature :  You  ato  now  authorized  judges  in  the  most  important  conp«- 
gational  affairs.  In  regard  to  these  affairs  yon  will  act  prudently  in  council  and 
out  of  council.  In  council  you  will  give  calm,  thoughtful,  unbiassed  judgment; 
and  out  of  council  you  will  be  most  careful  to  preserve  a  aagadons  silence  in 
regard  to  what  has  been  said  and  done  there. 

Another  feature :  You  take  a  share  in  the  practical  guardianship  of  the  congre- 
gation. There  are  always  many  in  every  large  congregation  who  have  no  native 
adhesiveness,  but  most,  if  kept  at  all,  be  held  on  by  the  hands  of  active  elders.  You 
will  help  in  holding  on  these.  If  they  fall  off,  they  are  likely  to  fall  into  settled 
carelessness  or  open  lawlessness.  Let  not  the  blood  of  any  such  be  upon  your 
head.  You  will  not  only  guard  such,  but  seek  to  remove  the  cause  of  tikeir  ten- 
dency to  fall  away.     Tha  depresBion  consequent  on  odvendty  in  businega,  petsona^ 


^"It^iaiT'^     ADDRESS  AT  AN  OBpiKATION  OP  ELDERS.  257 

or  relfttive  afBiction,  often  leads  to  bacluliding  in  cliuTch  attendance,  and  in  reli- 
gion generally  ;  and  □otMng  more  is  needed,  often,  than  a  call  from  the  elder,  and 
a  worn  of  kindly  Bjmpathy  given  in  good  time,  to  preserve  Buch  from  falling  away, 
or  to  restore  them  again. 

It  you  have  a  special  diatriet  appointed  you,  you  will  try  speedily  to  get  ao- 
qoaiated  with  eTery  individual  in  it,  old  and  young.  You  will  act  aa  eyes  fot  the 
miniaters,  to  see  that  there  is  regular  church  attendance  amongst  the  people  of 
your  charge ;  ae  ministers'  feet,  also,  to  traverse  ground  which  it  is  impossible  for 
them  to  traverse  as  often  as  it  ia  needed ;  and  as  miniat«ra'  mouth,  tA  f^ve  rebuke, 
coimsal,  or  comfort  when  required. 

Be  especially  attentive  to  aged  and  infirm  people  who  cannot  attend  on  public 
ordinances ;  to  the  sick  and  Borrowing ;  and  to  the  young  people,  that  they  may 
be  enrolled  ia  the  various  congregational  classes  formed  for  them. 

Never  allow  the  postman  to  do  the  visiting  for  you  ;  and  let  there  be  apparent 
Bystem  or  orderlineM  In  your  visils,  and  as  much  frequency  as  possible.  Do  not 
coontenance  or  indulge  in  gossipping.  Let  it  be  felt  that  your  visits  have  a  direct 
practical  end  in  view  regarding  both  the  temporal  and  spiritual  well-being  of  your 
people.  Seek  evermore  to  be  worthy  of  their  confidence  and  affection.  Seek  to 
maie  yonr  visits  felt  as  those  of  a  true  friend  and  comforter,— something  to  be 
looked  forward  to,  something  to  be  enjoyed,  something  to  be  sadly  misBed  if  sick- 
ness on  your  part  should  at  any  time  inteiTupt  them ;  visits  with  a  manifest  pur- 
pcee  in  them,  but  not  so  harslily  buBine«s-like  as  those  of  the  tax-gatherer,  nor  so 
unbusiness-like  as  those  of  tlie  mere  talebearer. 

Give  punctual  and  regular  attendance  at  sesHon  meetings,  careful  and  prayerful 
Koelderation  to  ita  business.  Member^  of  aeasion  especially  should  be  kindly  affeo- 
IJOQed  one  toward  anotbec,  and  in  honour  preferring  one  another.  The  sessiou 
stioold  be  the  main  seat,  the  centre  and  radiating  sun  of  the  congregation's 
lave  (and  light) ;  and  I  am  sure  in  this  congregation  it  is.  Mote  harmonious  or 
more  peaceably  inclined  we  cannot  be.  I  do  not  know  anywhere  existing  a,  body 
of  men  with  so  much  of  the  single  eye,  the  one  mind,  and  the  united  hand.  And, 
vithout  taking  the  slightest  credit  to  myself,  I  may  presume  to  say,  that  perhaps 
a  Dnited  ministry  of  exactly  the  same  description  has  conduced  not  a  little  to  pre- 
serve in  the  seaBioajtbis  happy  and  long-existing  state  of  things.  Diversities  of 
opinioq,  that  from  time  to  time  rise  amongst  us  as  eldeiB,  t«nd  only  to  show  more 
olou'ly  how  mnch  we  are  united  in  the  main.  Now,  dear  brethren,  we  are  confident 
that  yon  will  both  enjoy  our  peaceful  fellowship,  and  do  your  utmost  to  preaerve  it. 

Let  ]ne  remind  you,  also,  that  as  elders  you  are  strictly  enjoined  in  Scriptore  to 
eierciae  self-restraint  and  self-command.  An  elder  is  told  that,  if  he  would  rule 
otherB,  he  must  first  raU  himself  and  his  own  house  tcett-  Dijigmce,  sobriety, 
tiadlineBB,  long-suffering,  patience,  gentleness,  liberality,  bumuity,  and  such 
Tirtues  as  gain  for  a  raan.  a  good  character  not  only  in  the  Church,  but  in  the 
worid,  are  particularly  mentioned  as  reqniwto  for  the  office  which  you  now  hold  as 
elders  in  the  Church. 

In  the  discharge  of  your  duties,  you  will  meet  no  doubt  with  many  hindrances 
and  maeh  disconiagement.  On  the  other  hand,  if  you  do  as  you  ought,  you  will 
not  unfrequently  meet  with  unspeakable  gratification.  Whatsoever  a  man  soweth, 
that  shall  he  also  reap.  If  yoa  sow  to  the  Spirit,  you  shall  also  in  due  season  reap 
■  the  fruilfl  of  the  Spirit.  It  you  sow  charity,  you  will  undoubtedly  sooner  or  later 
reap  the  same ;  but  though  you  should  not,  still  (it  may  be  safely  said}  you  have 
the  beat  share  of  the  blessing,  for  the  seed^sowing  of  Buch  a  thing  as  charity  ia  its  . 
own  reward — better  than  any  other,  iar  better  than  even  the  harvest -gathering.  It  . 
is  the  greater  blessedness  of  God  that  Hegives  more  of  this  than  He  receives. 
The  Lord's  own  approval  be  your  reward  at  last :  Inasmuch  as,ye  have  done  it  nnto 
one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me. 

Finally,  next  to  wishing  you  both  a  close  walk  with  Christ,  I  can  desire  nothing 
l>etter  for  you,  my  brother  minister,  than  that  'as  an  elder  you  should  walk  up 
f sUy  to  your  former  self  as  a  pastor ;  and  for  you,  my  other  Ivvther  elder,  nothing 
better  than  that  in  yonr  new  office  you  should  tread  in  the  steps  of  that  rare  man 
of  love,  and  goodness,  and  trutib,*  whose  place  as  a  missionary  you  do  so  much  to 

*  Mr.  Alexander  Chiaholm. 
NO.  TI.  TOL.  XTHI.  HSW  aSKIBS. JDNE  1S74.  B 
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fill.  God,  to  wliom  70a  are  accountable,  bless,  support,  guide,  comfort,  encounge, 
preserve,  sanctify,  and  s&tc  you.     Amen. 

You,  dear  bretfiren  of  the  congregatjoa,  will  reoeiTe  these  new  elders  gracionely, 
*nd  love  them  freely  for  their  own  sake,  for  their  work's  sake,  and  for  Chriat's 
uke.  They  are  not  eldere  in  the  sense  of  being  old,  but  they  are  worthy  of  all 
hoDODr  and  reverence  nerertheleBB. 

Let  this  be  with  you  a  time  for  the  beginning  of  revised  prayer  tor  miniatera 
and  seeaion.  We  need  this  grently,  and  you  neglect  your  own  interests  when  yon 
bold  back  the  breathing  of  your  private  interceesiou  for  us  at  the  throne  of  grace. 

Try  to  win  the  esteem  and  affection  of  your  elders.  Make  their  visits  to  yon 
pleaaant,  and  such  as  they  will  be  very  happy  to  renew  ag^n.  Do  not  tronble 
them  with  needless  triScs.  nor  hesitate  to  cast  your  serious  ooree  npon  them.  Do 
not  vex  them  with  complaints.  If  thej  do  not  visit  you  frequently  or  cordiail^ 
enough,  do  not  be  too  proud  to  bend  to  the  asking  for  what  you  so  much  feel  tlie 
want  of.  And  in  cases  of  illness,  remember  it  is  not  the  duty  of  ministers  or  eUera 
to  know  of  it,  hot  it  is  your^duty  to  Ul  them  know  of  it.  And  even  when  yon 
have  done  this  withont  the  deeared  result,  do  not  hurriedly  conclude  that  elders  or 
ministers  are  tmiutereeted  in  you,  or  partial  In  their  attentions ;  forintbesebosthug 
times  there  are  so  many  varions  matters  pressing  in  upon  public  men,  that  only  by 
a  miracle  will  they  be  prevented  from  sometimes  overlooking  duties  in  which  they 
have  the  deepest  interest.     We  crave  your  sympathy  and  charitable  indulgence. 

Strive  to  give  the  session  as  Uttle  as  possible  to  do  in  the  way  of  discipline,  for 
we  have  quite  enough  to  do  in  the  more  agreeable  way  of  edifying.  It  is  our 
heart's  de«re  to  save  your  houU  through  Christ.  We  contrive  to  cany  ou 
ordinances  for  spiritual  ends  in  the  most  effective  manner.  We  plead  for  yoni 
co-operation  and  your  prayers.  Be  present,  if  possible,  on  all  occasions  when  ss  a 
congregation  we  meet  together.  Let  your  elden  with  satisfied  eyes  behold  yon 
in  regular  attendance  at  the  prayer  meeting.  When  asked  to  contribute  for 
ordinary  church  purposes,  or  !<x  special  objects,  you  will  respond  with  cheerful- 
neas  and  liberality,  in  loyal  obedience  to  the  call  of  a  body  ot  men  who,  by  yonr 
own  choice,  are  set  over  you  in  the  Loid,  and,  of  course,  have  no  selfish  end 
whatever  in  view,  but  are  simply  seeking,  by  Wie  best  means  they  can  devise,  your 
own  highest  well-being,  and  that  ot  your  fellow-men,  both  for  this  world  and  tor 
that  which  is  to  come. 

The  Lord  be  for  a  crovni  of  glory  and  for  a  diadem  of  beauty  unto  the  residue 
of  His  people,  and  for  a  spirit  of  judgment  to  them  that  sit  in  judgment,  and  for 
strength  to  them  that  turn  the  battle  to  the  gate  1 
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The   Synod   of    the   United   PreBbytcrian  U'Miohul,    D.D.,  Qtllespie  Church,   rni- 

Chnrch  met  at  Ediahumh,    in  the  Synod  fermline,   April  8;    James   QlSen  SUwut, 

Hall,  Queen  Street,  on  Monday,   lith  May  Gallon,  Glasgow,  May  1. 

1874,  at  half-nut  6  o'clook  f.h.      The  Rev.  That  the  following  miaisterv  had  demilUd 

Dr.    Joteph   Srown,    Moderator,    preached  their  obarges,  and  the  puitoral  reUtJon  bs- 

a  aermOQ  from  2  Cor.  r.  IS—'  The  minislrv  twees  tbem  and  their  reepBctire  eonBicg** 

of  reooncillation.'    Dr.  Brown  then  consti-  tions  been  diaeolved :— -William  WilliuaKO, 


toted  the  Synod  with  prater.  Bikr  of  Oretna,  November  26, 1873 ;  DuDoan 

It  was  reported  that  the  following  changes  M^wae,  Eamsey,    Juue    9,    1878  j    Bobtirt 

affecting  the  roll  of  miniatera  had  oaotured  Edgar,  Boutli  Bonaldehay,  October  7 :  Oeorga 

dnoe  last  meeting,  aamely  :—  Brooke,  Johnstone,  East  Oongregation,  De- 

Tbat  the  foIIowW  minialeia  had  been  rft-  cember  2 ;  John  Taylor,  M.D.,  D.D„  BnaliT, 

moTedbv  death:— Wyvilta  Smith  Thomson,  collegiate  charge,  Manih  10   1874;  John  H. 

Bridge    End,    Dumbarton,  June    10,    1878;  Bussell,   B.A.,   Banff,   April    9;    James  U. 

Andraw  Key,  H.A.,  Wick,  August  23;  David  Cruiksbanl^  Westray,  April  SO;  Jame*  S- 

Uarshall,  Lochee,  colleglale  chaise,  Septem-  Niebet,  Stronmsas,  May  4;  Peter  Banna^r'''^ 

ber  24 ;  Thomas  Swan,  Hulrton,  October  20 ;  .  BUotyce,  Hay  6. 

Hugh  Barr,  Kettle,  November  9  ;  David  Ooa-  That  the  following  miolstets,  having  ae- 

nell,  Bo'ness,  November  17 ;  Jamee  Jenkins,  cepled  calls,  and  been  loosed  from  their  for- 

Einghom,  January   11,   1874;   John   Muir,  mer  charges,  had  been  induclsd  into  new 

Newt  jle,     Jannary     17  j     David     Thomas,  charges ;— J.  D.  Bowdon,  from  Prince's  Hbad, 

Manchline,  February  18 ;    David  Lumgalr,  Liverpool,  to  London  Boad,  Edinbnigh,  Hay 

Kewton,   gt    BosweUs,    Uarch   SI ;    HeU  £9,  1873 ;  James  Jeffrey,  II.A^  from  Eiog's 
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TiA  Oharch,  Dolkeitti,  to  Erekine  Chnroh, 
Qlisgoir,  June  5;  WillUni  N&irn.  M.A., 
rroiD  Eelth,  to  Snicfaesontowii,  Qlaegow, 
Salj  3;  ThomM  Kennedy,  from  Kinross, 
Eut  OoDRregatioD,  to  Narth  Uiohmand 
StEMt,  Edinburgb,  September  10;  Mum 
SmU  Uathieson,  from  Alloft  Firdt,  collegiate 
cLirpp,  to  Darby  Boftd,  Liyorpool,  Beptern- 
t*rl8;  Willigm  Thomson,  from  Kirkmnlr- 
hill,  to  Plmtalion,  Q!a^w.  Sfptuniber  23; 
Robert  Alexander,  from  Buckharen,  to  Queen 
Anns  Street,  DanferraJine,  Octobor  I ;  Alei- 
mder  Kair,  M.A.,  from  Stow,  to  Uoming- 
sidc,  Edinburgh,  October  8 ;  Aleiandor 
Brjce  Muir,  from  Otterbum,  to  St.  P»ur8 
CbBrch,  fiirkenbead,  January  27,  1874; 
Eobert  Whjie,  M.A.,  from  Pollokshiwe,  to 
LinrUton  Place,  EiUoburgb.  collegiate 
chirge,  February  17 ;  John  Tonng,  from 
Eut  Church,  Alloa,  to  Trinity  Chnroh, 
Greeoock,  Uarch  i;  Robert  Black,  M.A., 
from  Gbapel  Street,  Hamilton,  to  Prince's 
Soad  Liyerpont,  March  fi ;  John  Wilson, 
M.A.,  frgm  CanoDgate,  E<iiuburgh,  to  Stow, 
Apiil  7i  William  Miller,  from  Erskine 
Cbnrch,  Falkirk,  to  Leuzie,  April  28 ;  Joseph 
Corbett,  from  Coupland  Str.iel,  Manobeeter, 
to  Campliill,  Glasgow,  May  6. 

That  tbe  following  ministers  had  been 
bdocled  into  charges  :— Alexander  Withers, 
forraerlj  of  Weatray,  at  Bolton,  May  27, 
187S;  GeoTKeLambert,  formerly  of  Trinidad, 
»1  Rigg  of  Gretna,  August  6  ;  Andrew  Hen- 
imaa  Auderaon,  formerly  of  81.  Andreiv'a 
PUcs,  Leith,  at  Alderebot,  September  2; 
-Geui^  Uorriaon,  formerly  of  Gourock,  at 
Uiisondieu  Lana,  Brechin,  March  18, 
]87i 

And  that  the  folio  wing  prsBche™  had  been, 
ordauied  1— Thomaa  P.  Wliillaa,  M.A,,  B.D., 
1  New  Leeda,  June  26,  1873  ;  Alexander 
Ems,  at  Liamore,  July  2 ;  Wiliiam  Mflil- 
cbrial,  M.A.,  B.D.,  at  Ardrossan,  July  29 ; 
Jobn  WiUiain  Dunbar,  M.A.,  at  Wolrer- 
bimpton,  August  21 ;  Jamea  P.  Wood,  Had- 
diDgioD.  East  Congregation,  Ai^;iist  26 ; 
William  Knssbll  Inglie,  "  Holm,  Kilmarnock, 
Bfptfmber  9;  Alexander  H.  Hialop,  M.A., 
il  Qreeukead,  Glasgow,    —"-—-•-    -•- 


That  the  coD^egatioa  of  Wigton,  Cum- 
berland, had  bi'eii  dropped  from  the  roll. 
That  the  Second  Congrppition,  Invenies^ 


Zt 


ulobBr  2 ;  Jan 


sfiou 


t  Linlitl 


Eut  Oongrfgation,    Oololwr  21,     

Onager,  atCoupar-Aniiup,  collegiate  charge, 
October  28;  Duuglas  Kioloch  Auchlerionip, 
M  Craigdam,  Novemtier  <  ;  Andrew  Carter, 
ll.i,  at  Broughty  Ferry,  Second  Congrega- 
tion, Nornmber  11 1  Andrew  Hnnter,  M.A., 
B.D,  at  Dalkeith,  King's  Park  Church,  De- 
cember Ifi;  John  Campbell,  at  St.  Andrew's 
&J0ire,  Greenocfc,  December  28;  James  Orr, 
M.A.,  B.D.,  at  EHStbank,  Hawick,  February  B, 
1874;  Waller  Dnncan,  M.A.,  at  Bridge  End, 
Dumbarton,  February  10 ;  William  George 
Poibee,  at  Queen  Street,  Edinburgh,  eoUe- 
giiW  charge,  Febmarj-  25  ;  William  Duncan, 
>t  Hid  Calder,  collegiate  charge,  March  17  ; 
HnghOemmell,  M.A.,  B.D,'at  Johnstone, 
Etst  Cburch,  Marab  17;  Andrew  M'Laren 
loocg,  at  Southend,  Eitityre,  April  16; 
Robert  Henderson,  at  Innellan,  April  14. 
It  was  also  reported  that  the  foUowiDg 


gation  bHug  now  enrolied  as  Inverness 
grepiiion. 

Tbat  the  following  new  congregations  had 
been  erected  :  —  CampbilI  (Glasgow)  and 
T.eniie,  both  In  the  Presbytery  of  Glnagow ; 
Vi.-toris  Street,  Dundee,  in  tbe  Presbytery 
of  Dundee. 

And  that  the  following  congregations, 
having  each  removed  to  a  new  place  ol 
worship,  had  beeu  enrolled  under  new  deeig- 
nations,  as  follows ;— Mitchell  Church,  Glaa- 

giw,  as  Sandyford,  Glasgow  ;  Barrack  Street, 
l»8gow,asCampbellfierd,GlnBgow;Gorb»ls, 


Presbytery  of  Edinburgh— Andrew  Gardiner, 
M.A.,  to  New  South  Wales,  and  Tboraas 
Shearer,  to  Caffraria,  November  4,  1873; 
also,  Bobert  DavMnnn,  to  Jap4n,'December 
1,  187S ;  and  William  Proctor,  to  Free 
Church,  Fenang,  March  2,  IS74. 

And  bv  the  Preshytfry  of  London — John 
William'  M'Lintock,  who  had  not  oasaed 
through  any  regular  university  ov  theolo- 
gical curriculum,  yet  was  found  to  bare 
received  an   eduoaOon   Stting  him  for  the, 

aionary,  namely,  to  Enlopeans  and  Asiatics 
employed  by  Mr.  H,  Crum  Ewing  in  Deme- 
rara,  March  24,  1874. 

Dr.  Bbows,  in  thanking  the  Synod  for  the 
honour  it  had  conferred  on  him,  alluded  to 
the  losaea  the  Synod  had  sustained  by  the 
removal  of  maoy  members  of  court  during; 
the  year,  and  specially  ol  Dr.  M'Uichael  and 
Mr.  Thomas.  He  laid  on  the  table  a  com- 
mtinicatinn  from  the  Moderator  and  Clerk 
of  the  Preabylerian  Church  of  America, 
signed  also  bv  Dr.  MKIosb,  with  relerence  to 
the  proposed  CBcumeaicel  Council  of  all  the 
Presbyteriikn  Churches  in  the  worid. 

Dr.  Hakpbr.  in  rising  lo  propose  a  suo- 
cesaor  to  Dr.  Brown,  said  the  Synod  would 
excuse  him  for  referring  to  the  luxaes  the 
Church  had  sustained,  and  esp^ially  to  tlia 
loss  of  his  dear  snd  lamented  colleague  Dr. 
M'Michael ;  who,  by  hie  character  and  labours, 
had  endeared  himself  to  all  who  koew  him, 
-    '       -'-—'    —  it  bencH-  —  ■>--  "■-—'- 

id     __. 

e  Chorcli,  a 

great  services  to  tbe  Church  as  eminently 
entitling  him  to  this  honour.  The  motion 
was  seconded  by  Dr.  Caihns,  and  uuani- 
roonsly  agreed  to. 

Dr.  Thomson,  in  taking  tbecbair,  amidst 
general  applause,  said  he  bad  not  prepared  a 
speech,  SB  he  did  not  e«rUanly  know  he  was  , 
to  be  called  to  the  chair;  but  he  thanked 
tbe  Synod  for  the  position  In  which  they 
had  plaoed  him,  and  assured  them  he  would 
do  bis  best  to  perform  the  duties  assigned  to 
him.  Be  referred  to  important  questions  to  . 
be  hronght  before  tbem,  and  to  the  times  of  , 
blessing  during  which  it  wu  their  privilege 
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to  meet,  and  truated  C 
wouia  rest  upon  them  in 
■alibsratioi 


It  V 


Dall^tt 


mtham 
,  that    t 


divloa    bleraing 
bla  measure  dar- 

ioQ  of  Mr.  Kra- 


to  all  othen.    Dr.  ^oiin^dn  (LioiekilaB)  and 

union  of  PrasbjtBrian  ChurcbeB  in  England. 
On  the  Buggegtion  of  Mr.  Bhckett,  it  was 
.•^''eedto  request  a  committps,  compueed  uf 
Drs.  Joseph  Brown,  Calnm,  Harper,  MaoGill, 
and  Scott,  to  draw  up  aetatemeulwith  refar- 
eDceto  tbe  destba  of  Dr.  H'Micbael  and  Mr. 
Thomas- 
It  vaa  agreed  to  hold  a  conference  ici  pri- 
Tats  for  an  hour,  previous  to  tbe  public  con- 
ference on  the  present  retigioos  moTement  on 
Friday  morning. 

Dr.  ToDKO  eiigeceted  that  the  Synod  make 
proTision  at  once  far  carrying  on  the  work  of 
the  clerkship  during  ite  sedamaL     He  aug- 


Bar.  John  ' 

Synod,  which 


gestcd  that  they  elect  tl 
son,  of  NetrcaslJe,  to  be  the 
Beckett  during  the  meet' 
was  agreed  to. 

After  the  appointment  < 
sider  protests  and  petitions,  the 


.  TnEHDAT,  May  12. 

The  Bynod  rvsnmad  its  sittings  this  morn- 
ing at  ten  o'clock  —  Dr.  Andrew  Tliomaon, 
Uoderstor.  The  first  honr  of  Iho  meeting 
■wia  spent  in  devotional  ezercises,  conducted 
by  Mr.  M'DowaU  (Alloa)  and  Mr.  Thomson 
(Campbeltown). 

The  Clere  read  tbe  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  tha  anthantioation  ot  the  ^Dod 
Uinulee,  which  stated  that  Mr,  Bobert  John- 
stone and  He  John  Stark  had  carefully  com- 
pared the  permanent  reoord  of  the  Synod's 
proceedings,  and  certified  that  the  record  was 
■ccurataly  inscribed  from  the  printed  pro- 

Dr.  SooTT  read  the  report  appotnling  new 
members  of  the  Mission  Board.  Tha  Synod 
agreed  that  the  fol  lowing  gentl  amen  be  alio- 
oatad  to  the  Home  Committee :— Dr.  DsTld 
Tonne,  Rer.  Meesrs.  Towers,  H.  A.  Pater- 
son,  Darfd  Williamson;  Dr.  James  Mitchell, 
Mr.  J-  B-  Kidston,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Morrison. 
The  following  gentleman  were  appointed  to 
tbe  Foreign  Comniitleo :— Bev.  Messrs.  J.  P. 
Millar  and  Thomas  Dobbie ;  Messra-  Walter 
Carter,  Bohert  Hood,  and  John  Palmle. 


Dr.  David  Youho,  Glasgow,  submilled  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Synod  Clerk- 
Bhips.  Tha  report  alated  that  the  coromitlw 
was  appointed  in  18T2,  with  instructions  to 
consider  the  whole  qneBtion  of  the  duties 
devolviug  upon  the  Byuod  clerk,  and  the 
dark  of  the  Committea  on  Bills  and  Over- 
tures, toBether  wilh  the  emoluments  of  their 
ofBces,  and  to  confer  with  them  asto  tbiibest 
mode    of    aipediting    the    business    of    the 

reoommendatloaB,  and  those  he  would  set  be- 
fure  the  Synod.  He  would  first  luoTS  the 
first  recommetidattan — That  an  additional 
dark  of  Synod  be  appointed.  Of  thisrecom- 
mendation  savenleen  prasbyteries  expressad 
unqualified  approval. 

The  recommendation  was  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

Dr.  Tod:>io  then  moved  that  the  salaries  of 
the  clerks  be  Inoreated,  and  stated  that  seven- 
teen preebyteries  had  expressed  approval  of 
HOeh  a  course.      Agreed. 

The  following  recommendation  was,  after 
some  conversation,  also  adopted : — '  That  the 
CommittaeoD  Bil  Is  andOvertures  be  composed 
of  one  member  from  each  prasbs^ory  of  not 

bars  from  aacb  presbytery  of  more  than  fifteen 
but  not  mora  than  thirty  congr^ations ;  and 
thrss  merabars  from  each  presbytery  of  more 
than  thirty  congregaiiona — the  balanoa  be- 
tween ministere  and  elders  being  preserved, 
from  year  lo  year,  as  evenly  as  pcSBlblo.' 

Dr.  Yovna  then  moved— 'That  the  office 
of  dark  of  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Ovei^  ' 
turea  be  discontinued,  and  an  honorary  con- 
vener of  aald  committse  appointed  tu  take 
ehajge  of  the  preparation  and  Introduction  of 
tha  Synod's  busineas ;  the  Bynod  clerks  ren- 


inng 


the  . 


Dr.  Caikbs  submitted  the  report  by  the 
SelaeUon  Commltleeot  its  procedure  in.1878, 
which  staled  that  the  commlnea  had  held 
■even  meetings  during  the  sittings  of  the 
Synod,  and  the  attendance  of  membeTB  was 
good.  The  number  of  presbyteries  repre- 
sented on  the  committee  was  20  oot  of  the  SI 
presbylerles  of  the  Chcrch. 

On  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  BsirToit,  of  Eelao, 
the  report  was  received,  and  Dr.  Cairns 
thanked  for  hlsservlces. 


the  clerical  assLstance  that  may  be  required.' 
Dr.  JosKPB  BnowBsaid  the  motion  adopted 
by  the  Glasgow  Presbytery  on  this  eubjaot 
was  that  the  Committee  on. Bills  and  Over- 
tnree  should  appoint  one  of  their  number  to 
introduce  tha  business  to  the  Bynod,  and  he 
waa  prepared  to  move  tha  same  resolution, 
Mr.  FiUHCE(PaiBley)  seconded  theamend' 

On  a  diviafon,  tha  motion  was  adopted. 

Dr.  Yociio  moved — '  That  an  entire  day — 
Wednesday  or  ThurBBaj  of  the  fii«t  week,  as 
the  Bynod  may  determine — be  set  apart  ex- 
cluaivaly  for  missionary  businees,  the  annual 
misaionary  meeting,  and  tha  hearing  of 
foreign  daputies;  tha  Bynod  convening  at 
ten  o'clock,  devoting  the  first  two  hours  to 
the  ordinary  details  of  its  missionary  busi- 
ness, proceading  at  twelve  to  the  designation 
of  members  of  the  Mfsslnn  Board,  and  there- 
after, eo  far  as  time  will  permit,  and  In  the 
evening,  holding  a  missianary  conference;  at 
which  addrassea  by  strangeiH  or  othen  may 
be  delivered.' 

A  discussion 'followsd  as  to  wbethsr  the 
day  aet  apart  for  missions  should  be  Wednes- 
day or  Thursday,  whan  a  majority  voted  for 
having  it  on  tha  Wednesday- 
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Lg  which  ho  held  offloe, — 

H  forth  the  grett  facreiuie 

id  ope™- 


■iith  recommeDdBtloD  ; — '^st  tbs  standiDg  the  long  period  di 

order  which  reqairee  the  Synod  to  idjourn  forty  j-o»rB,— in d 

Bt  ten  o'oloek  P.M.,  nnless  it  be  carried  other-  that  had  tsken  placointhaii 

vise  bf  a  Epeciitl  Tote,  be  rfscioded.'    This  tiuns  of  ihs  Cburch  dutlca:  that  period, 

was  irtth   the  view  of  getting  quit  ol  the  concluded  by  Easing  that  his  own  health  i 

dinger  of   folliog  into  a  great  number  of  the  interoeta   ol  the   work  utcesaltated 

IsjKad  CBDses.     Tbere  was  often  diatarbance  Immediate  acceptance  iif  hia  reeignatiOD. 

id  inconveiiience  to  parties  when  causes  Dr.  Fbddie  entreated  the  Synod  not  to 

dropped  out  of  their  position.      The  presby-  slst  that  hia  brother  should  continue  in 

leries  had  looked  with  considerable  favour  office  longer  at  leaeC  than  aix  weeka  or  : 

spon  thsrecommendationf  and  it  woidd  on-  months, 

tble  Ihem  to  get  over  the  entire  tmslnees  put  Allersii 
upon  the  roll  for  the  day.    Agreed. 
Dr.  TouHo  morpd  the  last  reoommenda- 
leBjnodbold  its 


Uondiy  ol 


'ting  e 


and  n 


After 
adhere  to  tbe  present  h 
Uonday,  and  to  alter 
wcoDd  Ifoaday  from  6. 

It  was  then  aEreod  t 
of  the  clerk  on  Friday  afternoon, 
committee  was  appointed  to  deliiie  the 
of  the  clerk,  aad  to  report  to-morrovi 
the  incrMtaed  salary. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Joseph  Bnon 
thanks  of  the  Syuod  were  ooDveyod 
committee,  and  especially  to  their  con 
Dr.  Young. 


larlrs  from  Mr.  Ballkht, 
Mr.  Remtok,  Kelso,  moved— 'Thi 
Synod,  having  heard  the  letter  of  reaig 
and  Mr,  Peddis'a  address,  with  the  minutes 
a  the  of  the  conference  between  the  Fiaauoe  Corn- 
meet-  mittee  and  the  Mission  Board,  receive  the 
'clock  demission,  and  appoint  a  commitlee  to  draw 
np  a  minute  eiprcseive  of  the  Synod's  b 
of  tbe  services  Mr.  Peddle  bad  rendered. 


agreed  to 
H ,  on  fir^t 
IK  on  the 
no  o'clock. 


mall 


ol  the  Synod  treasurerabip  by 
with  minufe  of  conference  on  the  sub  jet 
tween  the  Finance  Committee  and  Mi 
Board,  at  which   proposals    wero    adopted 
<commeadiDg  that  the  person 


le  General  Finance  Commitlee ; 
requested  to  give  suth  advice  and 

as  the  new  treasurer  may  require, 

sod  in  re!<pect  of  this  that  he  be  asked  to 
accept  a  year's  salary  from  the  date  of  Lis 
resignalioo;  and  that  the  Synod  appoint  a 
special  commitrea  to  consider  (he  st«ia  to  be 
taken  in  fllling  up  the  office. 

Dr.  MicijiLi,  as  secretary  of  the  confer- 
ence that  Lad  been  held  on  the  suhject,  said 
Mr.  Peddle  had  frequently  had  di^licate  snd 
difflcnlt  work  to  do,  snd  had  brought 


aknoKlcd,, 
:h  minute  acquaiutanc 


Jhurch  ai 


filled.    Thesuggi 

niitleo  was,  that  the  Bjnod  should 

Poddie  if  be  could  arrange  to  saperinmuj  ms 

■ork  for  another  year,  tbs    Synod  giviug 

him  >)1  the  aid  it  wss  possible  for  them  Id 

gin,  and  thus  Mr.  Peddle        

the  reaponsible  treasurer,  i 
management  of  the  work, 
would  have  a  year 
snitable  successor. 
Ur.  Fbddib  in  loncblDe  lenua  alluded  to 


hBing  d 


■ived  o 


the 


ind 


afterwards  Uka  i 

Mr.  BttU,  Newcastle,  seconded. 

Dr.    Eadie   having    mads    some    compli- 

a  had  discharged  the  duties 

ieptingblB 


which  Mr.  Pe( 
of  his  office, 
Mr.  Pkddie  snggestad  thai, 

should  be  a^poioted. 

Mr.  Rebton  then  modified  his  motion  lo 
the  effect  indicated  by  Mr.  Feddie,  and  it  was 

The  MoDBRATOB,  addresuag  Mr.  Feddie, 
iaslon      said  he  was  tbe  honoured  bearer  o(  an  hon- 


._ .  ,  and  in  the 
«  required  to  de- 
i  whole  time  to  theduties  of  hifl  office; 
that  the  amount  of  salary  to  be  paid  to  him 
Ehou]dbe£4U0',  that  Mr.  Peddle  be  asked  to 
acceptanhono 


led  additional  Ins 


It  the; 


could  n 


that 


d  brought  into 
I  the  qualifications  of  such 
)ut  he  bad  brought  with 
courtesy,  and  a  slalesman- 
ismandiovepf  the  Church 
been  Iwrn  and  ouitured, 


reflignation,  they  trusted 
spared  for  many  years ;  that  the  decli 
his  strength  would  be  gradual;  and  (hat, 
while  be  continued  to  be  spared  among 
them,  it  would  lie  his  joy  and  delight  to 
ee«  tbeir  Church  increase,  not  simply  in 
financtal  prosperity,  but  in  all  those  forms 
□f  prosperltj-  of  which  financial  prosperity 
was  only  one  iadlcation. 

The  Synod  adopted  (be  first,  second,  third, 
and  (ourtL  proposals,  as  follow :— 1st,  That 
tbe  person  to  be  seloctrd  should  be  skilled  in 


Mr.     he  be  required  t( 

the     tbe  dXities  of  his  ( 

of  salary  lo  be  I 

before  making  th 


e  of  life,  a 
devole  lilx  whole  ti 


n  should  bi 
.    Thecc 


indwooldh«ve 
.  while  the  Church     clerki 
look  around  them  for  a      Finai 


£400  would  be  an 
adequate  salary,  leaving  the  allowance  for 

■    ' itionoftbeSynod's  General 

.ace  Oommitt«e.  Bd,  That  he  shall  be 
responsible  lor  all  the  cash  transactions  ; 
he  And  security  in  terms  of  tbe  Synod's 
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of  hia 


ion  (if  the 


Tulea;  Ih&C  he  keep  cleoi 
iiitronii6S.ion9,  subject  to  It 
Geuersl  Finance  Committee,  wuoue  ullj  h 
shall  lie  throughout  the  ymr  to  Bee  that  alt 
the  BGOounta  are  properly  kept  and  vouched. 
4th,  That  the  appoiutmeut  bliall  bo  during 
thepleasuraoftheSfnod.  Tie  HFth  propoaal 
-naa — That  Ihia  busineas  is  of  such  importance 
that  it  should  ba  considered  by  tli«  Synod  as 
early  as  possible  on  Tneeday  moroing  ;  «nd 
when  the  preUminariea  are  determined  by 
llie  Synod,  the  conference  rBCommenda  that 
the  Synod  appoint  a  special  committee  to 
conBider  tbe  steps  to  be  taken  in  filling  up  the 

In  reference  to  the  fifth  propoeal, 

Mr.  Wood,  CampaiB,  movei  seconded  by 


office,  nhich  appointment  shall  be  made  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Hr,  KiHNEAR,  Dalbeattie,  moved,  Becoiid«d 
by  Mr.  Shakp,  Archieeton— '  That  the  Synod 

SEeps  to  be  taken  in  filling  up  tbe  ofBce,  stid 
to  report  to  an  early  Ecderiint.' 

Tlie  motion  of  Mr.  Wood  was  carried  by 
12o  volee  to  til  for  the  anendment. 

The  Eiith  proposal  was  agreed  io— 'That 
Mr.  Peddie  beasked  tu  accept  an  honorary 
Beat  at  the  Mission  Board,  and  also  on  the 
General  Finance  Committeo ;  thai  he  be  re- 

as  the  new  treasurer  may  require;  and  in 
respect  of  this,  that  he  be  asked  Id  accept  a 
year's  salary  from  tke  date  uf  his  resigua- 


1873  was  opfned  on  Toesday  the  5Qi  of 
August,  and  closed  on  the  2Gth  September. 
On  comparing  the  total  number  of  etudents 
enrolled  for  Ibe  session  vith  that  of  eigbt 
years  immediately  preceding,  the  oomToittea 
find  that  in  1865  there  were  183;  In  1866, 
131;  in  lSli7, 136;  in  186S,  139;  in  1369, 143; 
in  1870,  139  (ia  1871,  151;  in  1872, 136;  and 
in  1873,  126.  Of  the  126  enrolled,  83  beloegal 
to  the  senior  and  43  to  the  junior  division  o( 
the  HalL 

The  reports  by  those  appointed  tosuperin- 
tend  University  students  were  received ;  tLa 


lall  Lihi 


reportt 


ing  O 

under  Mr.  Morris  had  made  gratifying  pro- 
gress. The  coinniiIl«e,  in  reporting  tbe 
vacancy  in  the  chair  of  Ecclesiastical  Hi atory, 
eipresscd  its  profound  sense  of  loss  to  the 
Church  in  the  death  of  Dr.  M'MichasL 

Mr.  Fbanck,  Paisley,  moved  that  tbe 
report  be  received,  and  the  comniitlfa, 
especially   the   convener,  thanked   for  their 

Mr.  MiTCHELi.  Harvey  seconded  the  mo- 


%a  bad  devolved  ou  any  of  liis 


The  MocKK*roR  conveyed  to  Dr.  M'Ewaii 
an  eipression  of  the  thanks  of  lbs  Synod  for 
the  remarkably  succeiisfnl  manner  in  wkieb 
be  had  discharged  the  duties  of  convener  o( 
one  of  the  most  importaut  of  its  oommitlees. 


of  Scotland,'  and  that  members  wo 
them  at  the  door  in  the  evening. 

It  was  agreed  to  intimate  acceplance  of  the 

firosent^  aud  to  thank  Mr.  Johnston  for  his 
iberality. 

TnB  CAFFBARIAN   MISSTOD. 

Dr.  MacGill  said  he  had  received  iLtima- 
tion  that  Mr.  Solater  had  arrived  in  Plymouth 
from  Caffraria,  and  would  be  in  attendance 
at  the  Byuod  the  following  day  ;  and  in  these 
circumstances  he  thought  it  would  not  be  too 
great  afavoiir  to  eipect  an  address  from  their 

Dr.  Davio  M'Ewab  gave  in  the  report  on 
Theological  Education,  The  namber  of  stu- 
dents who   had    presented    themselves    for 

the  previous  year.  Three  applicants  with- 
drew before  the  day  of  eiaminalion,  and  two 
failed  to  pass.  Looking  to  the  results  of  tbe 
exBDilnatioD,  the  commiitee  find  that  Ibe 
average  schularship  ov^r  the  whole  is  reprP' 
sentod  by  520,  as  compared  with  656  of  the 
year  preceding.    The  Hall  lor  the  session  uf 


number  of  stu 

enta  wh 

0  seat 

\n 

for  the  eiamin 

alien  for 

the  bursary  compeli- 

tion  in  Novon 

her  wa 

72; 

lUt 

o!  these,  5 

withdrew  prio 

to  thee 

mpeti 

and  9  after 

Then 

mtor 

of 

was  thus  10  fewer  than 

at  the 

million  o( 

18-2;  but  the 

appy  to  be  able 

to  stats  that  tl 

enumbe 

who 

successful 

v™  48,  as  com 

h42 

n  the  previous 

^ner? 

eporls 

-e  generiLllj 

fa^lirable^a^ 

d  indioa 
p  of  the 

DveiDent  m 

the  scholarslii 

stude 

nts, 

which  tie 

£fi 

tly 

at  least,  to 

the  tutorial  ass 

Armagemenls 

were  m 

ade   d 

^' 

gtha»sl 

winter,  as  in  the  two  preceding  years,  lor 
providing  tutorial  assietsnoe  for  uoeo  atii- 
denls  of  our  Church  who  felt  their  need  of 
each  aid,  and  who  were  not  in  circumstances 
Ui  procure  it  for  themselves.  In  all,  45  sm- 
dents  have  thus  had  the  l>enefit  of  the  tutorial 
classes  during  the  past  University  sessiou. 
A  reference  to  Che  treasurer's  accounts  will 
show  tbat  the  funda  continue  in  a  very 
fioLjrishing  coadition,  there  being  agaia  a 
Trry  Gonslderahle  balance  In  hand  at  Slat 
December.  The  committee  are  cuusoious  tbat 
the  diminiflhed  number  of  probationers  and 
students  calls    for    the    adopUon    of    every 
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aema  which  cuefnl  coaaidenitiaii  oui  hdr- 
gul,  not  to  bribe  yonng  men  to  enter  tEe 
miniBlry  of  our  Cburch,  but  to  aid  In  prosa- 
cDtiog  Iheir  Etudieti  to  tbe  beet  adTUit»ge 
iIkbs  whQsa  lieiite  are  inclined  to  the  work, 
eapeciilly  in  «Bea  where  withoat  flnch  aid 
Ibe  diSculties  and  hlndnnccs  might  prove 
foiinidable. 
On  the  molioq  of  Mr.  KentOS,  Kelao,  tbe 

Ihanked  for  thsir  diligence. 


s,  which  extended  tc 
«e»^na — tbe  perioii  durine  which  tbe  fitu- 
deDts  BUeod  the  Senior  tinll.  He  had  twice 
Eone  oier  this  aoaree. 

ilr,  Bbntob,  Kelso,  while  moviog  that  the 
B;DDd  accept  tbe  restguatioD,  said  that  he  had 
hid  tbesatisfaotion  of  reading  thelectuns,  and 
he  Ter;  deliberately  eipressed  Lis  opinioQ 
Uut  oie  of  the  moat  valuable  oontribu- 
■ioiis  had  been  famished  In  all  candidates 
for  the  Bacred  ministry,  to  all  miBaionaries 
Ihroi^hoBt  the  Protestant  Chnrch,  and  to  all 

I  nuniaters,  by  these  lectoiee  of  Sr. 
Tillo;  He  moved  that  tbey  express 
leaity  thanks  to  him  for  the  admirable 

II  in  which   he  had  fulfilled  the  duty 


C 


lo  the  Chnrch. 

Dr.  Caihns  seconded  tbe  motion.  He  had 
ig^  and  again  liatened  to  these  lectures,  aad 
noir  that  they  were  in  a  form  that  the  whole 
Churcli  might  judge  of  them,  the  more  caro- 
fully  Ihey  studied  tbem  the  laore  they  would 

Dr.  ItmsBjiiA.  gnggeatsd  that  a  committee 
Bbonld  be  nominated  to  draw  up  a  niinote 
«iFS3^Teof  the  Bynod's  eatimatiou  of  their 
oWigatioas  to  Dr.  Somenrille,  to  be  com- 
muiicated  to  him  by  the  JUoderator. 

ifler  some  remarks  by  Dr.  Eadib  and  Mr. 
Sinn,  Uaryhill,  tbe  motiou  and  suggestion 
■wo  approTe£  of. 


conlaiAing  the  prineiial  iBstruotiOD 
commiitee,  it  is  slated  as  the  unanimous  cou- 
Jiclion  of  the  Synod,  '  that  the  time  has  come 
tat  coniidBring  whether  the  period  of  annual 
attendance  at  the  Theological  Hall  ought  not 
<p  be  lengthened;'  and,  accordingly,  atten- 
ftin  was  primarily  turned  to  this  question. 
There  were  long  and  repeated  discuBsions  oB 
tbe  anbject,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one 
n^embiii,  yunr  large  committee  came  to  the 
conclufion  that  the  annual  Hall  Seasion 
ought  to  be  considerably  lengthened.  The 
"oncurrence  in  this  indgnient  by  the  Pro- 
lessors  and  the  Theological  Committee  was 
underslood  to  be  quite  as  uuauimous.  Tbe 
Dote  the  nUijed  wu  looked  into,  the  deeper 


did  the  eouviotion  beooma,  that  an  annual 

BansioD  which  was  practically  not  more  than 
seven  weeks  in  length,  could  neither  da 
justice  to  the  energiis  of  the  Professors  nor 
to  tbe  capacities  of  the  atudeuts ;  and  that  if 
even  so  short  a  Besaion,  coupled  with  the 
subsidiary  care  and  superintendence  of  pres- 
byteries, bad  been  as  efficient  as  it  was 
acknowledged  to  have  been,  a  session  of  five 
or  six  mouths  under  the  same  Professors 
would  do  much  more  good.  Oar  provision 
for  the  training  of  our  ministry  must  be  ex- 
panded and  elevated  when  general  education 
is  being  improved  and  extended,  and  when 
the  Church  is  called  to  do  battle  with  an 
educated  unbelief.  To  prevent  misappcehen- 
sion,  it  is  proper  to  state  distinctly  at  this 
piiint,  that  It  is  not  intended  or  wished  that 
the  highly  valuable  superintendence  of  stU' 
dents  by  presbyteries  and  presbyterial  com- 
mittees should  be  superseded  by  this  or  any 
other  contemplated  change  Passing  into 
detail  on  this  branch  of  this  subject,  your 
commiltce  recommended  as  follows  ;—'i' hat 
there  shall  be  one  seaaion  each  year,  coualst- 
Ing  of  five  or  six  months,  correapondiug  as 
nearly  aa  possible  with  that  In  our  provincial 
universities;  that  the  'Arte'  curriculum  at 
the  University  shidl  have  been  completed  by 
the  student  before  bis  entering  the  theo- 
logical Hall;  and  that  there  shall  be  three 
sessions  of  attendance  at  the  Theological 
Hall,  according  to  an  order  afterwards  to  be 
apecifled.    It  will  be  seen  that  if  these  reoom- 

Banctton  of  tbe  Synod,  it  will  become  possible 
for  a  Btadent  to  complete  his  whole  course  of 
preparatory  study  for  the  Christian  ministry 

years,  Instead  of  eight  or  nine  years  as  at 
present,  thus  diminishing  the  difBculliea  that 
have  hitherto  stood  in  the  way  of  young 
men  consecrating  themselves  to  tbe  work  of 
the  Christian  pastorate.  And  it  will  further 
follow,  in  order  to  the  Professors  devoting 

as  nill  be  necessary  In  an  annual  aeesion  of 
fire  or  six  months,  that  they  be  separated 
from  their  pastixal  charges,  and  that  their 
aup^rt  fall  upon  the  ^neral  funds  of  the 
Church.  Your  committee  suggests  that  the 
salary  of  honoured  fathers  and  brethren  to 
whom    BO    important    a    work,    demanding 

be  leas  than  ££00  per  annum.  And  it  is 
difficult  to  imagine  for  what  part  ot  the 
Church's  organisation  llbeial  giviog  ought 


ivithm 


suppoHLion  that  the  above  general 
proposals  in   the  introduction  of  this  {ilan 

snggested  that  the  arrangement  of  the  chairs 
be  as  follows ; — 

1.  A  Chair  of  Bystomatio  Theology  and 
Apologetics. 

2.  A  Chair  of  New  Testament  Literature 

3.  A  (^r  of  Hebrew  and  Old  Testament 
Exegesis. 
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4.  A  Chair  of  Ohnroh  HlBtoT7,  iaclndiog 
Hialor;  of  Doatriaes. 

6.  A  Chair  of  P»Btor»I  ThBofogy,  Homi- 
letics,  and  PrajtUcal  Training  for  thd  Minialrj. 

Other qnsBtioDB  came  before  ;our committee 
having  referenoe  to  the  mora  perfect  organ- 
ization and  equipment  of  the  Sail,  snck  as  the 
appointment  of  one  of  the  Profosaora,  or  of 
le  other  person,  to  the  office  of  Principal, 
amployment  of  daly  qnaliSed  Examiners, 
eio.,  etc     But  it  was  agreed  to  allow  these 

the  Sjuod  eball  hare  decided  on  the  main 
featnrefl  ol  the  scheme,  ae  contained  in  the 
findings  to  which  fhe  committee  have  already 


Liatry  is 


.mpHsLmi 


lot  o< 


derstood  tl  .   ,         . 

the  office-bearers  to  the  Weatmlnsler  C 
feesion,  shall  secnre  to  them  the  same  libeHj 
in  accepting  the  teaching  of  that  Confession 
on  the  relation  ol  the  civil  magistrate  to 
religion  and  the  Church  as  is  now  enjoved  m 
each  Churoh.  (III.)  That  the  name  of  the 
Churnh  in  England  shsll  be  "The  Presbj- 
terian  Uhnroh  of  England,"  and  the  Buprems 
Court  of  the  Church  shall  be  "  The  Synod  of 
the  Prasbyterian  Ohureh  of  England.''  (IV.) 
That,  as  a  practical  step  in  advance  in  tBe 
cause  of  anionf  there  shall  be  established  bo* 
tween  the  Bynod  of  the  United  Presbyteritn 
Church  and  that  of  the  United  Church  to  be 
formed  in  England  a  close  federal  relation- 
ship, gnch  ae  shall  maintain  and  manifest  the 
unity  of  the  Churches  by  mutual  interest  and 
co-operation  to  as  great  an  extent  as  is  con- 
sistent with  separate  and  independent  JDris- 
■■    ■  '   federal  relationship  n   ' 


regari 


)t  hsing 


:rve  the  signs  of 
,' and  'to  know  whit  Israel  ought 
hould  aUow  themselves  to  be  in- 
by  a  narrow  economy.  That  is  a 
-onomy  which,  in  a  very  short  time, 
woniu  coEt  our  Church  'dear.  We  cannot 
afford  to  be  stisled  in  this  greatmattor.  Let 
the  scheme  only  stand  on  ile  own  merits, 
will  gather  aufport;  and  in  the  forma- 

coIlectii>n  enjoined  on  all  our  uburches,  we 
eball  ^t  ample  means  of  meeting  this  great 


EvEHiMO  Skderost, 
o'clock      The  minutes  of  the  preceding  part 
exerciste  having  been  engaged  in,  the  Synod 


This  report  gave  a  narrative  ol  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committee  since  last  meeting 
of  Synod,  and  snbmitted  the  following  modi- 
fied scheme:— '(I.)  That  the  Synods  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  and  the  English 
Presbyterian  Church  shall  declare  and 
manifest  theirnuity  by  reaffirming  their  ad- 
faereiice  to  the  same  doctrinal  baele — viz.,  Uie 
Westminster  Confession  of  Faith,  with  the 
qnalifications  accepted  by  the  Churches  re- 
spectively— and  by  the  incorporation  of  the 
oongregatioDs  of  the  Eoglish  Presbyterian 
Church  and  the  congregations  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Ohnroh  situated  in  England 
under  one  Bynod  or  Supreme  Courts  having 
separate  and  independent  jurisdiction.  (11.) 
That,  pravious  to  this  incorporation  of  the 
English  Presbyterian  congregations  and  the 
congregations  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  situated  in  England  undtr  one 
Synod,  a  formula  of  subscription  for  use 
under  the  Synod  so  formed,  and  also,  if 
■greed  to,  ander  the  Synod  in  Scotland,  shall 
be  prepared  t^  the  United  Presbyterian  and 
English  Presbyterian  Bynods ;  it  being  un- 


English  Presbyterian  Church  with  the 
r  ree  Charch  of  Scotland  and  with  the  Irish 
Presbyterian  Church,  but  rather  as  antici- 
pating the  time  when  those  ties  shall  be  drawn 

ing  al!  the  Churches.  (V.)  That  the  pro- 
posed relationship  between  the  Cburcbes 
shall  embrace  such  matters  as  the  followiog : 
—(1.)  That  each  of  the  Churches  shall  re- 
cognise the  status  of  the  minislers.  eldera, 
deacons,  probationers,  and  memliers  of  the 
other,  as  if  they  were  its  own;  and  that 
ministers  and  vacant  congregations  of  the 
one  Church  shall  be  at  liberty  to  obtain 
supply  of  pobationeiB  from  the  other.  {!.) 
That  in  referenoe  to  students  some  arrange- 
ment shall  be  adopted,  by  which,  in  the 
meantime,  attendance  at  the  Theological 
Seminary  of  the  cue  Church  shall  be  accepted 
by  the  other,  while  both  Charchea  shall  aim 
at  ultimate  assimilation  in  regard  to  the 
standard  and  the  methods  of  tbeoli^cal 
education.  (8.)  That  each  of  the  Chorchss 
shall  conduct  its  own  missionary  operations, 
hut  aim  at  combined  efforts  in  regard  to  the 
same  missionary  enteiprises,  so  far  as  that 
may  be  found  praoticable.  (4.)  That  a  certain 
numl>er  of  corresponding  members,  not  to 
exceed  pve  per  cent,  of  the  congregations  of 
the  ChuTcb  to  which  they  are  commissioned, 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Bupreme  Court  of 
each  Church  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the 
other,  with  right  to  deliberate,  but  not  to 
vote.  (50  That,  at  times  to  be  agreed  npon, 
a  coDDuil  of  both  Churches  shall  meet  to 
deliberate  on  their  common  inlerosts,  and, 
without  exercising  legislative  or  judicial 
functions,  to  aid  aud  advise  in  questions  ol 
difficulty  and  importance  that  may  be 
submitted  to  it  by  either  Synod;  and  that 
this  council  shall  consist  of  a  fair  proportion 
of  the  constituent  members  of  the  Synod,  to 
be  chosen  by  the  Synods  respecli Tel y,  (VL) 
That,  in  order  that  the  proposed  relationship 
betweBD  the  two  Churches  may  not  only  draw 
them  more  closely  together,  but  rouy  also 
conduce  to  the  establishment  of  a  closer 
nnioQ  among  other  Presbyterian  Chnrchea, 
the  Churches  with  which  Degotlations  have 
been  carried  on  in  past  years  be  invited  to 
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FDter  JDto  sivilor  federal  rsUtiooBhip.'    The 
Kport  ihen  Eirea  the  fonnnlft  to  be  need  Kt 

-  iotlDving  biElB  of  DniaD  which  hod  been 
idopted  by  the  committee  :—l.  ThM  the  Word 
of  God  in  the  Beriptares  of  the  Old  ud  New 
Testamenta  1b  the  onlj  mle  of  faith  and  duty. 
J.  Th»t  thB  Wfetminster  Confeesion  of  FaiUi 
it  the  inbordinate  standaid  of  tfais  Church. 

Bt»nd»rd,  the  ofHoe-bBsrera  of  this  Chnroh, 


■nd  (he  adTsncetiient  of  the  canse  of  Frenby^ 
terituiism  and  of  the  gospel  io  the  soutlitrn 
port  of  the  kiiif^em,  would  theteby  be  tiest 
promoted.  Shoold  the  mind  of  the  Synod  be 
s^iin  eiprerised,  aa  it  hu  been  twice  before, 
■B  decidedly  in  {avonr  of  this  union,  it  is 


iQ     1 


and 


sobjeBl 


iviJ  rulen 
of  t1 


and  peruBCUtion.  4.  That  ihe  WeBlniineltr 
DirteWry  olWorshin  eihihits  gentraily  the 
Older  of  publio  worship  and  of  the  tdminiBlra- 
hon  of  the  Bacrameute  in  tbia  Church.  G. 
Tbit  the  name  of  the  Church  shall  he  '  The 
■  PresbytOTiBn  Chnroh  of  England,'  and  the 
Suprema  Court  of  the  Church  eh»ll  be  'The 
Bjcod  of  the  PreHbyterian  Chnrch  of  Eng- 
lind.'  The  report  concluded  rh  follows:— 
TlH  Cnmmittee  oa  Union  in  England  have 
now  fulfilled  the  task  davolved  upon  them  by 
tLeB;nod.  They  have  laboared  aaaiduansly, 
liowOYer  imperfectly,  in  what  they  conoolTpd 
10  be  the  line  of  their  inBlraotions,  co-operat- 
ing with  their  Kngliah  brethren  in  '  cheHsh- 
icg  the  deaira  (or  union  on  the  aouth  of  the 
Tweed,'  and  '  in  advising  ae  to  the  mesBnres 
which  it  ma;?  be  Bt  to  take  for  realizing  the 

hare  to  adinowledge  the  great  kisdncBB  and 
courteey  shown  them,  not  only  by  brethren 
who  hare  agreed  with  them  In  the  negatia- 
liona  into  which  they  have  been  led,  but  by 
many  who  have  taken  a  different  view  of  the 
couree  which  it  was  proper  to  pursue.  They 
bive  to  repeat  their  high  seoBe  of  the 
urbanity  and  brotherly  kindnpse  of  the  re- 
prewnlatiTeB  of  the  English  Presbyterian 
Church  with  whom  they  Eave  been  fn  con- 
ference. And  they  have  humbly  to  elprCBS 
tlieir  gratitude  to  Ood  for  the  light  which 
froRi  time  to  time  bae  deccended  on  their 
path,  for  the  measure  of  progrefls  that  has 
been  made,  and  for  the  happinesa  they  hxve 
enjoyed  in  seeking  with  brethren  to  'fol- 
low aiter  the  things  which  make  for  peace.' 
Tliey  regret  that  their  efforts  liave  only  beeri 
partially  Buocesslnl.     1  hey  do  not  overlook 


.  iws  of  what  ia  moat  for  the  good  of 
the  Church,  still  lead  them  conscientiously  to 

by  aU  of  us  is  (ell  to  involve  a  sacrifice ;  and 
tLat,  aa  the  result  of  the  measure,  a  union 
shall  be  realiied,  if  not  numerically  com- 
plete, yet  so  large  and  thorough  as  to  be  ft 
substantial  lonBolidation  of  the  Preabyterian 
fiirces  of  the  sister  kingdom,  and,  under  the 
divine  blesaing,  ■  aenaible  acd  lasting  benefit 
lo  a  much  larger  Bootion  of  the  Engllah 
people  than  these  forces  have  yet  been  able 
to  infineucB. 

Jt  was  agreed  to  eonaider  at  the  earns  time 
memorials  from  the  Presbyteries  of  Berwick 
and  Newcastle.  Ur.  Steel  and  Hr.Tof  NO 
(elder),  Newcastle,  appeared  in  bebalf  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Nowoaade. 

Dr.  Cairns,  in  a  lengthened  Bpeeoh, 
contended  that  the  proposed  union  waa 
'-   ' ol  the'  wider  union  contemplated. 


tnd,  in 


e  Chur 


lediately  concerned,  moved — 'That  the 
Synod,  finding    that,    notwithstanding    the 

the  Dongregaiiuns  in  England,  there  is  a 
decided  preponderance  of  opinion  in  favour 
of  immediate  union  in  Englaad.  declares  its 
acceptanca  of  the  scheme  of  union  and  fede- 
ration recommended  by  the  committee  of 
this  Church  and  the  committee  of  tbe  Eug- 
liah  Presbyterian  Chuich,  and  agreea  to  the 
lUoD  of  this  union -in  October  ncit ; 


andfc 


this 


I   London,    in  Albion 


kfro 


Llhe  0 


a  in  tbe 


molioiw  adopted  by  the  rcspeclive  committees 
of  the  Chnrches,  when  all  the  facta  of  the 
«Be  had  been  ascertained  and  carefully  con-  '  Church, 

•idered.    They  believe  that  the  carrying  out  to  the  r 

of  union  in  England,  with  tbe  establishment  ing  Mud 

of  federal    relations    between    liie     united  of  the  c 

Chnrch  hi  that  country  and  the  Church  at  tions  in 

heme,  ia  the  only  Issue  that  ehould  now  be  of  a  cch 
tootenipUted ;    not   onl^  bocauae    1 


lynod  to  be  held  in  London,  in  J 
liinrch,  on  the  Monday  after  tbe  B 
Sabbath  of  October,  at  seven  o'clock;  and 
re-appoints  the  committee,  along  witb  the 
Union  Commiltee  of  the  English  Bynod,  to 
make  the  necessary  arrangementB,' 

Mr.  G  BAIT  AH,  Liverpool,  seconded  the 
motion,  dwelling  on  the  fact  that  S6  con- 
gregatioQS  were  in  a  miuoii?  against  GO 
of  a  majority  for  the  proposed  union. 

Dr.  JoHSSTOJi,  LinieklloH,  moved— 'That 
the  Synod  ahall  receive  the  report  of  ths 
Committee  ol  Union  in  England,  and  thank 
them  (or  their  diligence  \  shall  declare  their 
^ncere  respect  and  eateem  for  the  English 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  their  earnest  desire 
to   see   a  union   effected  wiih  ssid   Church 


carriage  of  another 
lions,  BO  hopefully  commenced,  would" be  a 
^lorahle  result  In  itself,  but  because  Ihe 
dmifort  and  prosperity  of  our  own  Church, 


it  shall  be  found  agreeable 
id  congregstiona  compos- 
ing eiud  Synod  ;  thai,  finding  from  the  report 
of  the  commitipp,  that  of  their  106  congrega- 
tions in  England,  50  have  reported  in  lavonr 
of  a  scheme  of  union,  that  86  have  reported 
against  it,  that  21  have  made  no  report  eiiber 
for  or  against  it,— that  of  the  50  in  favour  o! 
the  scheme  of  union  2e  were  uoanlmoua,  13 
were  divided,  and  9  did  not  stale  whether 
they  were  agreed  unanimoualy  or  by  a  ma- 
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jorit;,  uid  of  tha  B5  retoms  «gii<iist  Iha  thanks  tliem  for  their  diligeace,  uid  ap- 
aohsniB  of  union  S6  vere  nnaDiiiious,  G  proTBH  iif  tbe  geaenl  Gestures  ot  the  Bchema 
divided,  md  4  not  stated, — the  SjDod  judge  theyhsve  gubmitted;  sends  the  report  doim 
it  unTrise  BDd  UDBafe  to  press  the  scheme  an  to  prrsbyleriea  for  the  cansidendoD  ot  nil  . 
their  coagr'gBtioDS  in  Enelmnd,  and  agree  delaiie,  and  instrucU  them  to  trazumit  sag- 
to  suspend  for  ■  lime  negotjatiDos  tor  Ha  im-  sestions  to  the  committoe  before  the  firet  uf 
mediste  union.'  He  conleitded  that  il  ihe  December  nsrt;  and  re-appoints  the  oom- 
Englibh  churches  bad  been  unanimous  ia  the  mittea,  with  instructions  further  to  malure 
mailer,  it  would  have  been  a  loss  to  their  the  schenie,  to  receive  the  suggeetions  of 
deaomiustion  i  but  seeing  they  were  divided,  presbyteries,  and  especial]}'  to  ts!ke  steps  for 
it  nas  not  for  them  to  go  agoiast  the  strong  secunng  the  means  considered  neceasarf  for 
Oonriclions  of  so  large  a  minority.  the  adeijuste  maiotnnauce  of  the  Theological 
.    Ur.     RKDP4TH,     London,     seconded    the  Uall  in  its  new  form.' 

Dr.  Marshall,  Coupar-Angos,  moved—  Wedkesdat,  Mag  13. 

'That  the    Synod    deter   deciding  on   this  This  morning  the  Bynod  resumed  at  leu 

subject  till  its  meedug  in  Ma;  1H7G,  in  the  o'clock— Dr.  Andrew  Thomsou,  Moderator, 

liope  that  under  the  gracious  hand  of  Hiai  Dr.  Caibmb  saiil,  that  when  he  entered  his 

vhose  nama  is  Couuseilor,   the  difficulties  dissent  against  the  decision  in  the  matter  of 

besetting  the  quoation  of  uuion  in  England  union  witt  the  Engli>,h  Preabyterian  Church, 

vill  ieeaen  in  ihe  course  of  the  year,  snd  es-  be   did  not  deem   it  necessary  to   give  in 

peciaily  that  harmony  on  it  may  be  reached  reasons;  but  feeling  that  in  a  caae  ao  grave 

in  the  English  section  of  this  Church  ;  that  and  so  important  it  might  not  be  out  of  place 

the   Bjood  remit  the  report  on  the  subject  to  imitate  the  example,   in  another  Church 

now  on  the  table  to  presbyteries  and  sessions,  Court,    of    one    whose    memory     they    all 

requesting  returns  at  an  early  date  on  the  cherisbad,  he  was  sure,  with  equal  respect, 

'  recommendatioa  which    the  committee  has  veneration,  and  afteotion — the  late  lamented 

made,  and  which,  beingnew,  basnol  hitherto  Br.   Candlish  —  who,   when  a  proposal  m 

been  remitted ;  and  that  the  Synod  re-appuint  favour  of  union  of  a  socnewhat  different  kind 

the  committee  to  receive    such   returns,    to  failed,  took  occasion  to  put  OD  record,  uol 

prosecute  negotiations  for  another  year  with  reasons  of  dissent,  but  a  testimony  in  favour 

the   English    PreebyUriaa  Church,  if  it  be  of  union,  he  (Dr.  Cairns]  lelt  calfed  upon  m 

disposed  to  contjune  them,  and  to  improve  a  constitutional  way  to  record  reasons  of  dls- 

anj  opportunity  that  might  occur  of  advauc-  sent.     Ue  therefore  asked  leave  of  the  Synod 

ine  the  interests  of  Christian  union.'  to  record    the  following    reasons:  — 'The 

Mr.   Jabvik,  Kelso,  seconded  the  amend-  undersigned  dissent,  with  all  who  may  ad- 

ment.  here  to  them,  from  the  finding  of  the  tiynod 

Hr.  DoHAt-D,  Bnmhead,  could  not  see  his  nn    union    wiih  the    English  Presbytoriau 

wsy  to  accept  either  Dr.  Jobustou's  or  Dr.  Church,  lor  the  following  reasons; — (I)  B*. 

Marshall's    motion,    and    said    the    motlun  cause  the  decided  preponderance  of  opinioD 

that  he  bad  to   propose  was  as  follows: —  in  favour  of  union,  ascertained  in  a  ouUBiiiu- 

'Tbat  (ha  Synod  receive  but  do  not  adopt  tional  way,  made  il  the  duty  ot  this  Church 

the  report  Dl  the  committee;    recognise  the  to  carry  out  the  negotiations  to  their  natural 

diiEcultles  created  by  (he  mixed  and  divided  issue  ;  (2)  Because  union  in  England,  on  the 

character  of  the  returns  from  congregations  basis  proposed,  afforded  a  great  opportunity 

ia  England ;    disapprove   of  (he  scheme  of  of  increased  service  to  the  cause  of  Christ, 

union  and  ledoration  submitted  by  Ihe  com-  througb  the  removal  of  weakness  and  the 

s  between  the  Churches ;  and  lake  scandal  ot  division,  which  this  Church  ought 


steps  for  submitting  the  proposition  ot  union      not  to  have  lost ;  (S)  Becausi 

to  tbe.  Synod  of  the   English   R-esbyterian      this  union  might  bavo  boFU  oipcuLeu  ui  ■» 

Church  with  the  objiict  of  attaining  to  union      tavoni-ably  in  healing  the  divisions  of  Fresby- 


with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  iis  terianism  in  Bcotland,  a 

integrity.'  compensated  tor  any  temporary  weakening 

Mr. Gilbert BoRERiBO»,Newcastle(eIder),  of  the   United  Presbyterian  Chuich  by  the 

seconded  the  molion.  withdrawal  of  brethren  in  England  from  its 

Mr.  HoWAT,  Liverpool,  Professor  Cauiilr-  jurisdiction.' 
Wooi>,nnd  Dr.  Hahiltoh,  Brighton,  eiprebsed  Dr.  Habfer.  who  hod  been  absent  at  the 

(hemselves  in  favanr  of  union.     Mr.  Milli-  time  of  ths  division  on  the  previous  evening, 

QAH,  Houghton -le-Spring,  and  Mr,  Huttuk,  asked  that  bis  name  should  be  appended  to 

Paisley,  eipressed  themselves  as  opposed  to  the  dissent  of  Dr.  Cairns, 
union.  Mr.  Rehton  objected  ;  and 

On  the  vole  being  taken  on  the  various         Dr.  Habfer  said  he  would  not  press  hli 

motions,   it  was  ultimately  .found  that  185  request,  as  be  had  bad  an  opportunity  ot  ex- 

rolsd  for  Dr.  Johnston's  motloD,  and  ITS  for  pressing  his  opinion  in  asking  to  liave  lus 

Dr.  Cairns'.    Dr.  Cairns,  wbile  acquiescing  in  dissent  recorded. 

Ibe  result,  expressed  his  dissent;  as  also  did  Mr.  Kinneab,  Dalbeattie,  moved — 'That 

Mr.  Oraham  for  himself  and  all  who  might  a   committee    be  ap|iointed  to  answer  (he 

idhere,  reasons.' 

Mr.  Eebton,  Kelso,  gave  noOca  of  (he  fol-  Mr.  Shabp  seconded. 

wing  motion  anent  more  eSiient  training  '    The  motion  wss  adoplsd,  and  Dr.  Johnston 

I  the  Theological  Hall; — 'That  the  Synod  andMr.  Bedpath  wereappointedaccordingly. 
reoeLvea  the  report  of  the  oomnutt«e,  and         Dr.  Eduohd  moved  as  a  necessary  sequel 
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'Thai  ths  SjDDd  dischiirge  the  committw, 
(luink  Ihem  for  their  eitreme  diligSQce,  ttd- 
mirible  patifooe,  and  wisdom ;  and  appoint  » 
smlll  oomiflittsa  to  draw  up  Hret  of  alt  n 
lelegmphiB  mesatlgD,  and  afLerwurds  a  letter 
tolMeect  lotbe  Synod  of  the  EnglJBh  Fr«h;- 
teriui  Charch  stating  tfae  rMalt  of  the  debate, 
■ud  eiplaiuiDs  the  state  ot  matters  in  the 
Synod.*^ 

Dr.  CAiBNa  seconded  the  proposal,  wLicli 
was  at  once  adapted,  aod  a  committee  ap~ 

Ur.  Kentok  proposed  the  motion  anent 
Theaiogical  Bdacation  of  which  lie  bad  giran 
notice,  and  asid,  that  witb  the  leave  oi'tbe 
Synod  he  would  add  the 


aenseaf  the  importance  of  the  propoFsls made 
for  improving  the  Iheclogicil  education,  and 
remit  the  whole  question  to  the  presbyleriea 
and  sesdonB  of  the  Church  that  Lhey  majre- 
port  to  Dext  meeting  of  Synod.' 

Mr.  Bantoh  then  aaid  that  he  thought  be 


hadm 
would  pleHse  all,  i 
lonely  agreed  tu 


tben 


m  far  their 


SB   follows  ;— '  That  the 

I  report  of  The  committee, 

liligenco,  and  eipree 


)    tho    I 


■    of 


Church  Eifltory,  the  Synod  i . . 
the  interim,  arrangemenlB  be  made  by  the 
Committee  on  Theological  Education  for 
cariyiug  on  the  work  of  the  Hall  ceit 
Feasioo.  This  motion  was  seconded  by 
Professor  Oaujkrwood,  and  supported  by 
Dr.  MAC1.KOD,  Birkenhead,  and  also  Si. 
Eadie,  who  argned  in  farouc  of  two  HalLs. 

Mr.  DiviDSOB,  Selkirk,  moved—'  That  the 

Synod  remit  to  presbyteries  to  consider  the 

whole  preliminary  course   of  students,  and 

report  to  the  committee;  and  further,  invite 

.  the  students  to  explain  more  fully  their  peti- 

[umisli  the  Bynod  witb  all  needful  materials 
tor  legislating  on  the  matter  at  its  next 
umnal  meeting.'  He  believel  that  the  funda- 
mental cause  of  tbe  iewneas  of  students  was 
the  Btaterialiatic  and  sceptical  spirit  of  the 
age.  Hr.  Davidson  then  argued  that  tbe 
length  of  the  course,  and  the  nature  of  the 
studies  prescribed,  tended  to  diminiiih  the 
number  of  the  studeuta,  and  lessen  their  2eal 
in  preparing  for  the  ministry. 

Mr.  HuTTOS,  Paisley,  said  a  great  number 
of  suggesliOTIB  had  iHion  made  as  to  how 
students  should  be  taught  to  preach  and  speak, 
hot  he  would  suggest  that  something  should 
be  done  to  make  them  think. 

Mr.  RicHToii  proposed  la  BubslJtDte  for  the 
clime  '  approves  of  the  general  features  of 
the  scheme  they  have  enbmitted,'  the  words, 
'snd  eipresees  its  strong  sense  ol  the  im- 
porlance  of  the  scheme  submitted.' 

Mr.  EiKNEAB  said  that  if  tho  Synod  would 
accept  that  modification,  he  would  withdraw 

On  the  BuggeatiOQ  of  the  MuuKEtATOS,  Mr. 
Thomson  also  withdrew  his  motions. 

Dr.  JoHNBTON  then  proposed  the  following 
counter  motion  ; — '  That  the  Bynod  receive 
the  report,  and  return  thanks  to  the  com- 
mitlee  for  their  diiigonoe  ;  refer  the  report  to 
prosbytencs  and  sessions  f or  ooneideralion  of 
all  the  details,  aud  especially  whetlier  tbe 
seasioQ  of  the  Hall  should  be  lengthened, 
whether  there  ought  to  be  one  Hall,  and  what 
oqght  to  be  the  number  of  the  Profeasors.'  If 
they  fixed   these  points,    they  would  settle 


.)ortance  of  the 
scheme  submitted ;  sends  the  report  lopresby- 

details,  and  instructs  them  to  transmit  ang- 

January  next  J  and  re-appoints  the  committer. 


Dr.  ScoiT  laid  on  the  table  the  report  on 
the  Augmentation  Scheme  by  the  Home 
Committee  of  tbe  Board  of  Missions,  and  the 
Sub-Committee  on  Stipend  AugmentatioD, 
of  which  the  lollowing  ia  an  abstract :— After 
detailing  the  means  which  had  been  put  ia 
operation  for  promoting  the  congregational 
organizations  in  support  of  tbe  fund,  the  re- 
port stated  that  the  committee  had  had  pleasure 

tbe  increased  atten^on  which  had  been 
directed  to  the  Augmentation  Scheme,  and 
of  the  Efforts  put  forth  to  » 


support,  t 


vised 


''inost  every  quefllion  I 

"2r 


HowATBecondodDr.Johnston'smotion. 
*r-Bwa8ELL,  Blairgowrie,  moved— 'That 
tns  Synod  tbai^  the  coBunitteo,  eipresseB  its 


ible  than  thot  of 
former  years.  They  had  this  year  the  satis- 
factiun  of  reporting  that  the  fund  had  pro- 
gressed during  the  year.  The  income  and 
expenditure  for  the  year"  1873  were— I.  In- 
come.—Balance  in  the  haads  of  t£e  treasurer 
at  1st  January  1873,  £42lil,  10s.  Id. ;  received 
during  the  year  from  congregational  sources 
— direct  couU^lbutlons  for  augmentation  pur- 
poses, £!iie7.  Is.  2d.;  one-fourth  of  general 
luission  contributions,  £1684,  Os.  8d,— in  ell, 
£10,861,  Is.  lOd.  Beceived  daring  the  year 
from  individual  donatians,  etc,  i:Gu3,  Os.  8d.  i 
receired  from  legacies,  ^58,  12b.  Td. ;  re- 
ceived from  Javenile  miiiortars  Magazine 
account,  4s.  Id. ;  interest  on  account  to  31et 
December  1873,_£244,  Os.  Sd. ;  one-tenth  of 

fund,  as  per  trust  deed,  £656,  6s.  Total  in- 
come, ^lii,S74,  14b.  lid.  II.  Expenditure.— 
i'ayments  in  supplement  of  stipends,  £1:1363, 
3b.  Od.  1  grants  to  congregationa  for  support 
ol  ordinances,  £1116,  4s.  lid. ;  proportion  of 
miacsUaneous  expenses,  £782,  10a.  6d.  Total 
expenditure,  £11,249,  19a.  Id.  Balance  in 
favour  ol  the  fund  at  Slat  December  187S, 
£6721,  ISs.  lOd.,  besides  the  reserve  fund  of 
£4593,  15s.  created  by  the  balance  of  Mr. 
Ale».  Paton's. legacy.  It  appeared  that  the 
ordinary  income  ol  tbe  Augmentation  Fund 
for  tbe  year  1873  had  exceeded  the  income 
for  1872  by  £3?,  Bs.  6d.,  and  for  1871  by 
£1184,  lis.  4d,,  while  it  bad  exceeded  the 
"       by  £2784,    17s.  Id.  ;    thus 
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ordinary  incoma  for  the  yrar  1878  had  ei- 
craded  the  elpenditiire  for  tbe  y«ar  b;  £807, 
Ob.  9d  ;  and  Ihat,  by  the  traosfereuoe  of  oue' 
teoth  of  the  Ute  Hr.  Alei.  Paton's  bequegt, 
in  acoordancfl  with  the  provisiona  of  his  trual, 
from  the  reserve  to  tbe  ordiniiry  fund,  the 
balance  In  favour  of  the  Au^meniatioa  Fand 
at  the  close  of  the  jear  1K73  exceeded  ths 

1872  by  £2659,  7b.  3d.,  and  at  Ist  Janunr; 

1873  hy£1463,  5s.  9d.  TbiB  result  tbe  coniT 
mittee  eettorth— althongh  tbe  balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  Synod's  troaBurer  was  still 
about  £1300  under  the  sum  of  £7000,  which 
was  the  least  worMtig  balance  at  the  dose  uf 
the   year  consistent  with   the  efficient  sjid 

most  onoouTiiging  progress.    Regarding  the 

Srocodure  affcctiug  the  distribution   of  the 
lud,  tbe  cuuiiiiittee  reported  that  they  had 
been  earnestly  deairoaa  that  the  payments 
for  supplement  of  stipend  Ehould  be  fully  and 
punctually  mar?        ...----       --     --.     ' 

each  halt-year. 


the 


of  e 


tbe  clerks,  and  recommended  a  salaryto  euli 
of  them  of  £60  per  annum. 

The  appointment  to  the  T»o»ncy  tn  he 
filled  on  t hursday. 

Mr.  MtrrroN,  Paisley,  made  an  urgent 
request  on  behalf  of  the  Oommitl^e  on  Dis- 
establisbment,  that  as  that  cause  had  been 
displaced  to-day,  the  Synod  should  gin  it 
place  on  Thursday  evening  at  sii  o'clock, 
There  were  special  reasons  why  the  report 
should  be  Eabmittsd  early,  while  the  Bjind 
was  f  ulL 

The  lottar  appointed  to  be  sent  to  the 
Engtish  PrBsbyterian  Synod  was  read,  and 
the  MonKRATOB  said  he  had  received  a  tele- 
gram •  Prom  the  Moderator  of  the  Englist 
Prsabyterian  Synod  to  the  Eev.  Modenla 
of  tbe  United  Presbyterian  Synod,  Qjina 
Street  Hall,  Edinburgh: — I  have  received 
your  telegram  to  the  Synod,  which  his  beud 
it  with  regret.  We  Bhiill  take  npthe  sat>jcct 
to-morrow' and  commuaioate  oor  flodiDg. 
"^  iprocate  your    kind  eipreaaiola  ol 


»tbBi 


The 


ttdinft  their  report,  r 
mended,  among  other  tuuge,  that  in  order  to 
meet  the  feeling  growing  in  tbe  Cburoh  in 
f  arour  of  the  increase  of  the  minimum  stipend 
to  £200,  the  amount  of  supplement  given  to 
any  congregation  should  not  exceed  £70,  ei- 
ctpt  in  Bpecial  cases  ;  (hat  aid  should  be 
given   to  thuse    congregations   which   were 

making  in  all  £157,  10s.;  that  a  balance  of 
£7000  should  be  laid  aside  as  a  working 
balaace ;  that  thereafter  the  amount  at  the 
credit  of  the  scheme  should  be  called  the 
Surplus  Fund,  and  should  be  diviaible  among 
all  ministers  of  the  previous  year  whose 
stipend,  from  aU  sources,  did  not  exceed  £300; 
that  aa  additional  contributionE  to  the  Aug- 
metttatioD  Scheme  were  aeeesfary  for  the 
origination  of  the  prupused  Surplus  Fund,  and 
as  tbe  realization  of  the  proposed  minimum 
stipend  of  £200  per  annum  would  involve  an 
expenditure  of  about  £24,000  per  annuiu— 
nearly  double  tbe  amount  of  the  present  pay- 
ments for  augmentation  purpoaaa — It  was  ex- 
pedient that  means  should  be  taken  with  a 
view  to  increased  coDtributiona  lieing  ob- 
tained towards  the  fund. 

Dr.  Scott  made  some  observations  ex  plan  a- 
tory  of  the  report;  and  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Morton  (elder),  Greenock.  Mr.  CoWAisMder), 
Glasgow,  and  Mr.  8.  Middlbtos  (elder), 
Glasgow,  all  of  whom  spoke  earnestly  ill 
favour  of  the  Augmentation  Scheme. 

Mr.  Paterson,  Siouchouse,  spoke  in  favour 
of  the  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Hamil- 
ton, and  was  followed  hy-Mr,  Donald- 
SOM,  Stralhaven.  Dr.  Scorr  having  replied, 
and  various  members  havipg  taken  part  in 
^e  discusaion,  on  tbe  vote  being  put,  the 
report  of  the  committee  was  approved  of  by 
a  largo  tnajority. 

Dr.  YotTHQ  submitted  the  report  of  tbe 
Committee  on  the  Synod  Clerkships.  They 
stated  in  detail  the  duties  tbey  proposed  for 


SYNOmCAL  MISSIONAHT  MEETIHII. 

The  annual  Synodical  Missionary  Meeting 
waaheldintheHusioHaU.  Thearea,  wings, 
and  gallery  were  densely  crowded,  and  Ifao 
lidatform  was  occupied  b;  a  large  number  of 
the  prominent  ministers  of  the  Church.  Tbs 
Rev.  Dr.  Andrew  ThomsoD,  Moderator  ol 
Synod,  occupied  the  chair,  and  conducted  Ibe 
preliminary  devotional  exercises.  Prayaron 
behalf  of  misaions  was  tbeik  offered  up  I; 
Bev.  William  Hnllon. 

Foreign  Missions  was  read  by  Drs,  Scott  ind 
MacGill,  and  of  Income  anil  Expenditnre  by 
James  PsOTna,  W.S.  Those  reports  will  1» 
fonnd  H)  extenso  in  tbe  MUttonary  Bn»r<L 
Addresses  were  delivered  by  Lord  PolwarthiOii 
Christian  Missions ;  by  Bev,  Qeorge  Srodie, 
of  Port  of  Spain,  on  the  Trinidad  Uisdoa; 
by  Rev.  John  Sclater,  of  Paterson,  on  the 


Higher  Evangelistic 
which  he  showed  that  undtir  revival  ioflnnica 
there  would  be  brought  to  the  work  of  Christ 
n  spirit  of  greater  earaestaesa,  eimplidly,  ud 
joy  fulness. 

THtilteDAT,  J/oy  14. 

The  Synod  met  at  ten  i-K.— Dr.  Andn» 
Th^.mson,  Moderator. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bbowb,  Paisley,  i' 
was  remitted  to  a  committee  to  consider  cer- 
tain suggestiooB  of  that  gentleman  as  le 
alterations  in  the  mode  o(  taking  the  TOts 
during  the  meetings  of  the  Synod. 

Mr.  James'  Pbddib  laid  on  the  tahls  lie 
Synod  accounts  tor  the  year  ending  31ai  De- 
cember 1873,  with  annexed  auditors'  report, 
as  iiublished  in  the  JUimtmaiy  Jtecord  for 

Mr.  W.  Ballemt  laid  on  lie  table  tie  r^ 
port  of  the  Finance  Committee.  The  cooi- 
mittee  bad  pleasure  in  reporting  a  '■"''^ 
improvement  in  the  regularity  of  paym^^''^ 
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STDod   Fund,  and  the 

1   ths  foil  imouiit  rs- 

pald.     There  were 


coniribations 
readiness  wit 
quired  b;  Iha  nte  wb 
still  ft  few  oon^regatioT 


.       .      ThBoommitteo  hid  met  with 

the  ProfeBBois  in  the  twgiiiiiiDg  of  Auguet, 
in  refereDce  lo  increased  Bccommodatioa 
for  Che  Theological  Hall.  It  was  not  oon- 
eldered  desirahle,   however,  in  prfldetit  oir- 

hnt  certain  impruTementa  vere  made  which 
liad  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Frofeesora. 
laUing 


£20  for  eTangellstio  work  from  the  Evango- 
lietia  Fund  to  the  congre^ntion  at  Cabrach, 
and  the  settlement  of  a  minietar  there,  on  con- 
dition that  tliB  peuple  raise  £60  for  ttipend 
Lum ;  (6)  to  settle  minietar  at  Portree, 


lethei 


tlowed  to  the  minimers  of  Shetland  coogrv- 
gatioDS  ;  (6)  to  cuotiuae  grant  of  £iO  in  Eup- 
port  of  ordmancea  lo  congregation  at  Leeda  ; 
(7)  to  sanction  arrangement  with  ths  Preeb;- 
terj  of  Arbroath  in  reference  lo  the  case  of 
Bev.  A,  ClM-k  of  Letham,  adding  £1U0  to 
that  gentlenmn's  grant,  matiQg  it  f  3oO. 
Dr.  AiKHAH,  Glaegow,  announced  tl 


Iributions 


:o   the    Bjn 
t  of  the  Ti 


rase  in  the  churches' 


._._e  appoiDi 
of  the  Eftsl  Cong 
ment  ot  Buppleme: 


nerlj*,  had  decided 


lod   Fund   since    the 


.     _       0  £1377. 
B  of  ite  appointmont, 
0  £1731,   and   the    last 


The  first  three  j( 
the  average  rose  t 
three    years    it  had 

He  helieved  this  was  to  be  attributed  in 
a  great  degree  to  the  increased  liberalitj 
of  the  cbnrches.  Last  year  the  Bjnod  Fund 
imoonted  to  £2013.  Hr.  Ballen?  concluded 
by  bringing  ander  the  notice  of  the  Synod 
the  adnsaUlity  of  making  certain  alteralione 
in  one  of  the  rules  regarding  the  duties  of  the 
Finance  Ckimmitlee,  with  ths  view  of  making 
It  more  explicit.  The  present  rule,  it  was 
thought,  would  be  made  more  distinct  were  it 

before  money  can  be  borrowed  lor  any  of  the 
schemes  of  the  Church,  or  the  funds  of  one 
scheme  spplied  to  the  purposes  of  another.' 

Alter  discuBsion,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
rale  should  remain  in  rtaiu  quo. 

The  Treasurer  (Mr.  Pkddie)  intimated 
that  Mr.  George  Syme,  Bt.  Leonard's  Hill, 
£d]nbargh,  had  executed  a  deed  of  mortifica- 
tkin  in  (avoor  of  the  Synod  for  ths  purpose 
o[  endowing  and  maintaiuing  two  bursaries 
ol  the  annual  value  of  £20,  to  be  awarded  on 
eompetilJcn  to  students  of  the  Church,  the  re- 
mainder to  be  used  on  behoof  of  the  Aged  and 
Inilnn  Ministers'  Fund,  The  present  rental 
of  the  subjects  in  question  was  £183,  12b.  i 
but  aa  the  Bynod  was  not  a  corporate  body, 
sad  (herefore  not  entitled  to  hold  heritable 
property,  it  was  recommended  that  trustees 
Btinuld  be  appointed,  in  whom  a  feudal  title 
ii%ht  be  established. 


The  following  recommendations  by  the 
Home  Committee  were  given  effect  to: — (1) 
Te  settle  Hr.  Bohertsou,  probationer,  as 
minister  of  tbs  congregation  at  Findochty ; 
(!)  for  grant  o!  £120  to  the  congregation  of 
llie  Eev.  A.  Blaoli,  Stratford,  to  provide  the 
means  of  repaying  two  instalments  of  loan 
.,     rr     '  -    -  Q  Trust,  and  the  expense 


recommend  that  the  Synod  refuse  the  prayer 
of  the  petition  of  this  congregatiou,  and  con- 
firm the  action  of  the  Home  Board  in  the 
mattHr  ;  further,  fully  sympathizing  with  tbs 
regret  expresBod  by  the  Home  Eoard  at  the 
failure  of  the  attempt  lo  unite  the  two  congre- 
~-'' '  "^ "' persuaded  that  the 


union 


hopeles, 


gregatiosB  to  use  every  means  to  bring  abou 
without  delay  so  desirable  an  end.'  Ju  thi 
finding  of  the  committee  all  parties  acquiesced 

..   ._    .  'MJchsail   

of  Church  History,  who  had  for  thirty  years 
discharged  his  duties  to  the  satislaction   of 

be  transmitted  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased 

Mr.  O0UBI.AT  (elder)  appeared  as  commis- 
sioner from  Anderston  Session,  Glasgow,  in 
support  of  an  overture  from  that  church, 
praying  the  Synod  to  take  iuto  immediatecon- 
_.j__...__  .1.  , . '  ChnrchEilen- 

and  efficient  administration  might  be  ob- 
tained for  these  purposes ;  aud  further, 
whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  employ 
the  legacy  of  £6000  bequeathed  by  the  late 
Mr.  Henderson  of  Park,  and  others,  it  any,  by 

of  churcbesiu  Glasgow.  It  seemed  necessary, 
he  reraajked,  that  they  as  a  Church  should 
aim  at  a  sum  not  less  than  £20,000  as  a 
building  fund,  with  the  assistance  of  which 
chuTchesmiRhtbebuiltin  Glasgow;  and  also 
at  an  annual  income  for  the  special  maint«- 
nancK  of  churches  and  congregations  in  ths 
poorer  districts  of  the  city. 

Mr.  MelVin  (elder)  supported  ■  similar 
overture  from  Kent  Boad  Congregation,  Glae- 

Mr.  Brows  (elder),  Glasgow,  spoke  in  sup- 
port  of  the  overtures. 

Dr.  J.  B  BO w:i.  Glasgow,  coulended  that  the 


before  the  agreement  toluitd  a  Hsudersan 
Memorial  Church  bad  been  come  to  by  the 
Glasgow  Preahytery,  so  that  no  particolar 
conditions  could  be  said  to  apply  to  the  ei- 
pendilnre  of  the  money.  He  would  suggest 
that  the  bequest  tefened  to  should  be  made 
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the  nuolenfl  of  a  fund  for  promoting  Ihe  erec- 
tion of  ohnrchsB  for  the  niH»us,  to  la  called 
the  Hendi^reon  Memorial  Fund. 

After  some  funlier  diacussion, 

Mr.  iHOMSO.N.GUegow.  moved— 'That the 
Synod,  taking  into  8—* "  —  "       "- 


apeoial  wanU 


oity  of  QlaoBow,  and 
I  ia  muoli  work  to  ba 
aceoDiplisLed  in  tbal  great  centre  of  popula- 
tion, resolvea  to  appoint  a  committee  to  take 
imniedlate  steps  Id  order  to  the  collection  of 
a  fund  of  £10.000,  £16,000,  or  i30,000— said 
fund  to  be  oipeuded  in  loana  or  granta,  or 
botb,  to  Btsliona  or  ohurcLes  which   have 

preabjtery;  and  fuitiier,  the  fiyaod    g 
to  lequest  the  trustseeof  the  late  Mr,  U     d 
eon  to  allow  the  legacy  of  £6000,  laft  by  tl 
will  of  Mr.  Henderson  for  the  orett    a     t 
churohee  for  the  maases  in  Glasgow,  to  /    m 
the  nucleuii  for  said  fund ;  and,  furthe      gree 
that  the  fund  ahall  be  called  the  Hi-    1    eoq 

Mr.  Stttt,  Birkenhead  (elder),  proposed — 
'That  the  Henderson  Fnhd  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee  for  their  dlBposal,  in 
hannon;  with  the  provisions  of  the  trust  and 
the  opinions  of  the  trusleea.' 

In  accordance  with  a  decided  feeling  ei- 
[ff-eBi«d  by  Ihe  Synod,  Mr  Tbomson  a^Tped 
to  withdiaw  hie  motion  In  taTOur  of  Mr. 
Slitt'a,  in  order  that  the  QuegtioQ  of  the 
Heuderson  bequest  might  be  unanimously 
disposed  of,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Btitt  thus  b&- 
Oomiug  the  finding  of  the  Synod.  The  matter 
of  evangelistic  work  in  Glasgow  wae  then 
taken  upj  and  with  reference  to  this. 

Mr.  Tkohbok  tabled 


e  had  withdra 


a  Henderson 
bequest  was  omitted. 
Mr.  Kentoi',  Kel^o,  deprecated  the  appoint- 

question  under  considflration,  and  moved — 
'That  tlie  importance  and  need  of  fnrther 
oburcb  eilennion  and  ajstematio  evangelistic 
effort  in  Glasgow,  as  brought  before  the 
Synod,  oaU  for  immediate  and  Btronuons  effort 
to  promote  these  objects;  and  the  Synod 
remit  to  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow  to  devise 
measures  with  all  expedition  for  these  ends.' 

Mr.  Bbll,  Newcastle,  seconded  this  mo- 
tion, which  was  carried  by  acclamation,  Mr. 
Thomson's  motion  being  again  withdniwn. 

Ur.  M'DuWALL,  Alloa,  gave  in  the  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the 

r^tition  tranamittAd  to  the  Synod  by*  the 
resbytery  of  Bdlnbargb,  from  certain  mem- 
bers of  Lothian  Boad  Congrwalicn,  Edin- 
burgh, praying  the  Synod  to  devise  means 
wherel^  those  members  of  the  Church  who 


given  to  their  scruples,  and  thus  be  retained 
within  the  fellowship  of  the  Church.  Mr. 
H'Dowall  reported  that  the  committee  had 
agreed — inasmuch  as  thq  petition  was  framed 
•0  u  to  raise  the  qDestion  of  the  use  of  the  wine 
generally  employed  at  communion  services, 


and  therefore  «ia  a  question  of  general  Im- 
portance, as  affecting  the  ii.terests  of  the 
Church  at  large,  and  while  they  (the  com- 
mittee) were  debirous  to  afford  the  petitioners 
every  relief  iu  their  power — to  recomnaeod 
the  S^nod  to  instruct  the  petitioners  that  the 

form,  but  should  be  introduced  by  way  of 
overture.  Hi.(Mr.  MDowall)  and  Dr.  Brown 
had  dissented  from  this  finding  of  the  com- 


itod  to  consider  I. 
p  d  appeal  lodged  by  the  Bev.  J.  E. 

S  H  t  against  a  deed  of  the  Hamilton 
P  bjlsry,  refusing  his  application  to  bo 
adml  t^  □  the  roll  of  probationers,  that  the 
p  teste  had  craved  liberty  to  withdraw  his 
appeal  The  committee  having  found  that 
th  re  w  re  DO  objections  to  this  course  on  the 
part  of  the  presbytery,  recommended  that  the 
leave  asbdshoufd  be  granted  to  Hr.  Hunter. 

Agreed  to. 

On  the  Buggesfinn  of  the  Clehk,  the  Synod 
rpBolved  that  its  nait  annual  sittings  should 
begin  on  the  Monday  following  the  second 
Sunday  in  May  1876. 

Dr.  Edkokd.  London,  ss  convener  of  the 
committee  on  the  petition  of  the  Wemjsa  Bay 
congregation,— a  congregation  which,  it  was 
st«ied  in  the  petition,  was  principally  com- 
posed of  visitiirB  belonging  to  the  Free  as 
well  Rs  to  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,— 
gave  in  the  committee's  report,  which  recora- 
macdad  that  the  Wemyas  Day  congregation 
should  ba  allowed  lo  inaert  the  following 
clause  in  their  constitution  : — 'The  congrega- 
tion shall  elect  to  the  office  of  manager  nine 
persona  connected  by  membership  with 


n  shall  annually 


uallv  retire ; 
—u  .u  .-I.....UU  ™  ...c-j,  -.^j  u.ay  also  elect 
not  mure  than  three  other  parsona  who, 
althongb  not  concecled  with  the  mambersbip 

Free,  United  Presbyterian,  or  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian  Churches — all  of  whom  shall  an- 


report  aa  to  whether  the  Inaeriion  of  uie  pro- 
posed clause  should  not  be  resisted  on  con- 
Btitutional  groundB;  but  on  a  division  belag 
taken  between  two  motions  sabmitlod,— one 
by  Mr.  Belt,  Newcastle  (approving  of  tha 
reportj,  and  the  other  by  Ur.  Benton,  Kelso 
{delaying  consideration  of  the  matter), — thtt 
Synod  adopted  the  repcrt,  and  inserted  &n 
additional  clause  to  the  affect  that  the  gnuiV 
Ing  of  this  liberty  to  tbe  Wemysa  Bay  con- 
gregation was  not  to  be  held  as  a  preoedenL 
'the  Synod  then  adjourned  at  four  o'clock 
P.M.,  to  meet  again  in  tha  OTening  at  >iz 

EVBHIKO   SkDEBUMT. 

Tha  Synod  resumed  at  six  o'clock — Dr. 
Andrew  TbomsoD,  Hodentor. 

Mr.  HUTTOH,  Paisley,  Bubmilted  to  tha 
Synod  tha  report  of  the  Committsa  on  tha 
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asncflinent  bad  been  maiie  wjih      mainlidjiiD^  chnn 


if  brief  tncM  on  lareiog  gtebeB  in  BcdUsdiI.  and  against  the 

various  aspecM  at  the  queBtioit  of  civil  estab-  Fnaon  MioiaMrs  Bill ;  and  that  they  ahonld 

HfihoioDtfi  of  religion.     The  committee  had  be  iUBtmcted   to   oppose   by  all    competAJt 

reason  to  believe  that  their  action  ia  main-  means  all  legialatiTe  propoaals  to  deal  with 

taining  a  simple  policy  of  diseatahliahnient  ths  question  of  patninage  in  the  EBtablished 

hid  contributed  to  Btrengthen  the  hands  of  Cliurch  of  8»>0and,  otherwise  than  as  part 

the  OoYermnent  in  resiating  the  retrograde  of  a  final  meaanro  for  the  diseatabliahment 

pnlicj'  pressed  on  them  by  the  leaders  of  the  and  diaendonment  of  that  Chnrcb. 

Sttablished  Church.  _  In  reviewing  the  year,  In  supporting  the  report,  Mr.  Utra-ioN  said 

the  diseslabliahment  queatioD,  the  committee  that  the   amouut  of  revived  attention  and 

obserTBd,  had  lost  nothing  and  gained  much,  energy  directed  during  the  past  few  years  U> 

Ita  Farllamontary  position  might  appear  less  the  question  of   diseBlabtiBhment  wa«  most 

tatisfactory  ;  but  dieectablisbment  had  rela-  healthful  andconsUQtlyincreaBlng-,and  were 

tively  lost  lens  than  the  Liberal  policy  in  it  only  aiifficfently  davsloped,  to  set  them  all 

^Deral;  and  it  was  now  a  question  more  working  steadily  in  their  localities  by  tongue 

important  thein  ever  to  tbose  leaders  who  and  pen,  to  enlighten  and  direct  tlie  publio 

had  BO  lung  enjoyed,  or  who  would  wish  to  mind,  especially  of  the  religions  community, 

retain  unbroken  the  votes  cf  its  friends.     The  they  should  not  have  to  wait  long  for  the 

real  stiength  of  the  cause  had  in  no  sense  beginning  of  the  end,  or  of  the  sod  itself, 

diminished  in  consequeitce  of  recent  events ;  Air.   Qrahau,    CrOBSgates,  snpparCed    an 

but  these,  if  wisely  improved,  might  ripen  it  overture  from  the   Presbytery  of  Dnnfenn- 

more  effectively  and  rapidly  than  an  even  line,  which  mt  forth  that  the  Synod  should 

teonr  of  Liberal  sucoeSBes.      After  noticing  ^  take  such  steps  as  in  its  wiadom  may  seem 

the  share  whioh  the  attitude  of  the  respective  meet  to  secure  the  disestablishment  and  dis- 

cindidates  anif  leaders,  in  reference  to  tide  endowment  of  the  Established  Cliurches  of 

qneetioD,  had  in  moulding  the  issue  of  the  England  and  Scotland.'    He  urged  by  tracts 

last  election,   the  committse  remarked  that,  and  other  educational  means  the  ripening  of 

looking  to  the  immediate  future,  the  BCoe»-  the  publio  mind  on  the  subject,  and  be  hoped 

SOD  to  power  of  a  Government  ostenlationsl^  that  (he  Synod  would  not  cease  t«  use  every 

fiTonrable   to   State    Oharobes,   ho*ever  it  pnssible  mesjis  so  as  to  secure  the  end  of  a 

might  be  restrained  by  the  force  of  publio  systeia  which  tiUDg  like  a  mighty  incubus  on 

opinion,  or  the  policy  of  its  more  cautious  the  land. 

leaders,  was  a  cfrcumstHnoe  calling  for  specisJ  Dr.  JonajniH,  Limekilns,  moved  the  adop- 
Tigilance  on  the  part  of  this  Church  as  the  tion  of  the  (oUowiug  resolution : — '  Approve 
Ksardians  of  sonad  principle.  State  Church-  of  the  objeot  of  the  overture  from  the  Fresby- 
men  wnedisposed  toezeApreesuretoinduoe  tery  of  Dunfermline;  thank  the  Committee 
the  dovemmeiit  to  favour  schemes  of  so-  on  Dissstablishment  and  Disendowmoot  for 
called  Church  reform,  which  were  really  Dew  their  diligence;  adopt  the  reconmienda.lions 
conditions  of  Church  BStablisbment  In  Eng-  of  the  report ;  instruct  the  committee  to  pre- 
land  and  Scotland;  and  in  these  oircnm-  pare  the  necessary  forms  of  petition  and 
<taDoes  the  committee,  if  re-nppointed,  were  memorial  referred  to,  and  to  remit  the  peti- 
preiHired  to  meet  with  resolute  opposition  tion  and  memorial  on  disestablishment  in 
any  such  scheme  which,  however  plausible,'  terms  of  No.  8,  and  to  remit  pedtioo  uid 
proceeded  on  tbe  principle  that  the  ^tem  memorial  in  terms  of  No.  4— to  the  eSeot 
of  the  State  regulation  and  support  of  Chris-  that  the  Synod  vras  Btrongl:r  opposed  to 
Canity  might  need  to  lie  improved,  bat  ought  legislative  proposals  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
nol  to  be  abolished.  It  was  gntifying  to  tion  of  patronage  in  the  Established  Church 
otserve  that  the  Free  Church  was  obviously  otherwise  than  as  part  of  a  final  measure  for 
preparing  to  take  a  decided  stand  against  the  dlsestabUebmeut  and  disendowment  ot 
any  mere  anti-patronage  agitation,  and  that  the  Church;  and,  further,  instruct  the  com- 
•verything  pointed  to  it  ultimately  demand-  mittee  to  bring  up  a  Bupplementary  report  on 
ing  oisestablishment ;  while  it  was  now  seen  Tuesday  next  regardiug  the  statement  el- 
and acknowledged  within  tbe  Kirk  itself  that  pected  to  be  made  in  Parliament  on  the 
the  day  was  past  for  attempts  to  adapt  the  patronage  quettion  on  the  previous  day.' 
Ettablishment  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  Dr.  Edhosd,  London,  seconded  the  motion, 
of  Scotland,  who  had  largely  outgrown  the  The  Hddgiutor  then  put  the  motion  to 
beUef  that  Christianity  depended,  either  for  the  meeting,  when  ft  was  carried  amid  lotid 
Initig  or  well-being  on  its  statutory  enact-  applause. 

ment  and  endowment.     The  oomnrittee  sug-  Dr.   Socnr    bronght    forward   tbe    report 

gested  various    means    for    promoting    the  by  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  with 

auae,  snch  as  tbe  delivering  ol  lectures  to  I'oreifD  Ohurohes. 

''^"  ongregations  and  tbe  public,  etc;  and  in  Tins  report  stated  that  !t  had  been  an- 

1..^ —  .1 ._j.j  tk.i  <v. — innced  at  last  Synod  that  Proioasors  Eadie 

id  Caldsrwood  had  gone  as  deputies  from 
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Ghorohw  in  Oanad*  Mid  America.  Thfiae 
rer.  gentlemea  had  fulfilled  tbeir  cDminis- 
siun,  BQd  bed  retartied  to  tliis  ooantrj  deeply 
tmpresaed  witli  the  kindness  of  the  roocption 
vliich  tliey  had  mot  with.  It  was  aluo  mea- 
tiuued  that  Sr.  MacGill  had  attended  the 
meatinga  uf  the  Waldenaian  Synod  at  La 
Tour  iu  September  last  aa  ■  deputy,  in 
acoordarice  with  a  resolution  adopted  at 
the  last  BjQod.  Dr.  M-Coah  of  Pnnceton, 
America,  was  at  present  In  SooUand,  and 
would,  it  was  uuderBlood,  advocate  tbe  cauae 
of  friendly  unioD  of  Fresbytoritn  Churches 
in  tba,»arioufl  Cburch  Courts,  witb  a  view  to 
the  desirablenees  ol  au  (EcnmeDical  Council 
of  Pi-esUjterian  Churches  in  various  landa 
being  cougidered.  The  subject  of  setting  np 
statJona  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  for  con- 
ducting religioUB  services  in  English,  for  the 
benefit  of  our  countrvnien  residing  there,  had 
not  been  lost  sight  of  by  the  committee.  The 
broach  between  Church  and  State  in  Ger- 
many, the  report  concluded  W  stating,  was 
becoming  wider  and  wider.  Hoveral  of  the 
Eoman  Catholic  bishops  had  been  fload  and 
iinpriBOned,  and  one  of  them  dismissed  from 
office.  The  Qovemment  had  apparently  the 
support  of  the  great  body  ol  the  people  in 

pathy  U'ltorally  aided  with  the  cause  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty  in  ltd  self-defence  against 
Popet7;  but  it  was  deeply  to  be  regretted 
that  Protestantism  should  even  appear  to  be 
persecuting  the  Church  of  Eome.  The  itl- 
aasorted  character  of  the  anion  between  the 

more  clearly  demonstrated  than  by  its  effects 
in  what  was  intended  to  be  a  perfect  illustra- 
tion of  its  suceesa.  Without  pronouncing 
absolutely  in  favour  of  either  party  in  this 
controversy  between  the  Emperor  and  the 
Pope,  it  was  certainly  safe  to  say  that  the 
present  relation  between  Church  and  Blate 
in  Prussia  was  far  from  being  the  ideal  one  ; 
it  what  was  going  on  there  was  fitted 


>   differ. 


aecuro  one  of  the  great  aims  set  before  the 
Christianity  0/  modem  times,  'a  free  Church 
is  a  free  State.' 

The  Synod  was  then  addressed  sucoes- 
Sivoly  by  Dr.  MacGill,  as  dtsputy  to  the 
WaldensianChurchatLaTour;  Mr.Leopold 
Monod,  deputy  from  the  Evangelical  Churches 
of  France;  by  Mr.  Ly»ll,from  Australia!  by 
Mr.  Duncan,  elder,  from  Canterbury,  New 
Zealand;  and  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  from  the 
French  Canadian  Mission. 

Professor  CAiJiKRWOOo  gave  in  a  report  of 
the  delegation,  which  conaated  of  Rev.  Dr. 
Eadie  and  himself,  to  the  Churches  of  the 
United  Blatea. 

The  thanks  of  the  Synod  were  conveyed  to 
the  deputies  by  the  Moderator. 

Mr.  Hinroir  submitted  the  text  of  a  peti- 
tion on  dlEestabliahmen  t,  which  was  approved. 


The  Synod  was  engaged  till  noon  in  prints 
conference  as  to  the  present  'relig^oni 
awakening'  in  (be  country-     After  the  publii; 

subject  were  delivered  by  Mr.  (irahun, 
Liverpool;  Dr.  George  Jeffrey,  Glasgow;  Dr. 
Alexander  Wallace,  Glasgow;  Mr.  TowBis, 
Birkenhead;  and  Mr.  Sclater,  CaSraria 

Dr.  RiTCHiB,  Dunso,  moved  a  resolution  lo 
the  effect  that  the  Synod  reoommend  preabj- 
teriea  to  hold  early  conference  on  the  eub- 

evaugeliatic  meetings  in  the  different  caDgi«- 
galious  under  their  inspection. 

Dr.  Scott  remarked  that  the  Home  Com- 
mittee had  intended  lo  request  the  Synod  le 

Uitcliie's  propoaal  met  the  end  conlemplited, 

After  a  abort  address  From  the  Moderator, 
tbe  following  resolution  was  prepared  and 
submitted  subaequontly  by  Dr.  8 (Xht  : — '  The 
Synod,  recognising  the  vital  importance  of  tlie 
work  of  grace  with  which  God  has  blessed 
various  parts  of  our  land.  dsHire  to  CTprssa 
their  devout  gratitude  to  Him  for  all  thegooil 
that  has  b'sn  accomplished  ;  thank  Ur.  Paton 
for  his  noble  gift  of  £640  per  annum  for  the 

feel  themselves  encouraged  by  hie  liberaUty  to 
pro^cnte  the  Synod's  scheme  of  evanKSliialioD 
witb  greater  earnestness  and  prayerful  perse- 
efforts  to  tbe  liberal  support  of  the  Churcb; 
instruct  presbyteries  again  to  direct  their 
earnest  attention  to  the  meana  by  which  Iha 
spiritual  wants  of  the agrioultnmU  mining,  and 
iron-working  population  may  be  more  effec- 
tually supplied,  and  to  report  their  sugges- 
tions to  the  Home  Becretsi7  on  or  before  the 
ISth  December  1874;  recommend  presbj- 
rlyconfer. 


be  well  to 


lEgeliat 


rangemi 


a  for 


eetinga  in  the  differ- 


hicb  the  sederunt  w. 


closed  in  the 


FbidAt,  ifoy  IS. 
The  Synod  met  at  ten  a.m.— Dr.  Andreir 
TlkomBOa,  Moderator. 


..    .      __    ._   .nlist  the  sympathies 

nud  efforts  of  sessions  in  the  revival  of  reU- 
gion  and  the  conversion  of  souls  within  the 
sphere  of  their  infiuence;  authorize  them  in 
their  deliberations  to  secure  the  aid  of  depu- 
ties who  have  been  familiar  with  the  work  of 
revival,  and  auggast  that  they  should,  as  Ur 
as  possible,  invito  the  co-operation  of  other 

ther,  agree  that  a  pastoral  addraae  oa  Uiia 
important  subject  shall  be  prepared  and  dis- 
tributed as  speedily  as  poasible  amoaj;  the 
congregations  of  ths  Ghoreh,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Home  Secretary,  and  that  Drs. 
t'aima  and  Bilchie  shall  be  requested  to 
undertake  the  preparation  of  said  address.' 

This  was  agreed  to. 

Dr.  YouNQ  gave  in  ■  report  of  the  eoir.- 
mitlee  on  the  duties  and  salaries  of  the  Synod 
clerks.  Theonly  pointon  wiich  thereseemed 
to  be  any  difference  of  opinion  in  the  Synod 
was  *a  to  whether  a  recommendation  of  tbs 
commiUee  providing  that  the  salaries  paid  to 
tbe  clerks  should  be  £60  per  annum,  or  a 
motion  proposed  by  Dr.  M'Leod,  Birken- 
head, te  the  effect  that  the  salaries  be  £76, 
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■4opt  Iba  recDmineiidfttioD  of  the  comnnttaa.  tni  FrobationerB  from  other  Cburches. 

The  Sfuod  haTiag  resolved  to  appoint  an  The  cammitlex   had   receirsd  33  returns 

idditiuna]   olerk,   nominatioDB  of  oandidalai  from  preBbjteriea  la  the  remit  □(  the  Sjnod 

for  the  office  were  called  for.  when  Mr.   W.  anent  this  subject.     Seveiiteeu  of  these  had 

Wood,  Campate,  was  proposed  by  Mr  Francs,  eipreBBsd  entire  approval  ol  the  rnlea  pro- 

Paiilay;   and  Mr.  Kennedy,  Edinbargh,  bj  poeed,  and  agreed  to  their  Iwing  enacted  mto 

Ur.BentoD,  EslEo.     Ona  diviaion,  Mr.  Wood  a  standing  law  of  the  Church.    The  other 

was  sleeted  to  the  office   b;  a  considerable  iii,  while  signifying  ^Qenl  approval  of  tbe 
rules,     offered    several     minor    guuRestloo* 


r.  W00i\  vho  was  present^  intimated  hii 

ptance  of  office. 

lie  Synod  thou  appoinledDr.  Eraus  Edin- 


th'-roon — one  pr^fihyl^ry  proposing  that  one 
''  "e  queiies  thould  be  omitted,  snotber 


at   Blight   alteiations 

odes  ol  eipresiioQ.     ' 

it:den  nearly 


bsppy  b 


-nuMeoa  Bills  and  0' 

A  minute,  eiprea-ive  of  the  Synod'i  

of  the  loss  they  had  9u3ored  la  lbs  death  of  retice  through  the  pres'bytei 
Mr.  Thomas,  Manohlina,  the  lata  olerk  to  the  with  the  ruTes  embodied  in 
Committee  uit  Bills  and  Oveitur^  was  read  The  varioQB  rules  wore  t 

by  Dt.  UacGill;  and  UQanimously  adopted. 

Ur.  Etitt  (elder),  Liverpool,  u.ppeared  ia 
•npport  of  an  overture  auent  Ihe  repreeenf- 
lioB  of  eldpra  in  ohnrcli  '   ' 

Ihs  Preabytery  of  Newt 

Synod  of  the  United  Fresbyteriaa  Church,      queetioi 
andaiiopied  by  thatrev.  oonrt,  whiohaMord-  "    " 

ingly  overtured  theBupreme  Court  to  the 


'les  of  tha.Cburob 


i*n  road  icrtotu* 
by  Dr.  Ititcliie,  and  passed  as  fulIowB;— 
I.  Mo  miiiifltrc  or  pmbationcr  of  another 


.raaenlad  Ly 
the  Eaglleb 


11.  Norn 


^boroH 


the  Formula. 

niator  or  probationer  of  anotlior 

D  shall  ba  received  to  tbe  slandiDj 

■  or  probationer  of  this  T" 

of  their  own  namber  io  represent  them  ia      without  tbe  authority  of  the  Synod, 
presbyteries  a,iid  sycods,  tliey  be  allowed  to  111.  Every  application  to  be  reeeirea  m  tna 

thooee  an  elder  from  a  sister  congregation  to  standing  of  a  miniatar  or  probationer  of  this 
bo  Ibeir  representative.  In  Bpeakiog  to  tbla  Church  shall  be  made  to  the  presbytery 
oiertnre,  Mr.  Stitt  mentioned  the  fact  that  within  whose  bounds  the  Bpplicaat  has  hw 
many  presbytories  were  frequently  for  yeara  ordinary  rajidance;  andaaldapplifation  mnet 
withont  representation  by  any  elder  at  tbe  be  made  to  tbe  presbyiery  at  least  three 
Synod,  and  poiiit^  out  the  advantages  which  months  before  the  regular  meeting  of  Synod* 
wcild  accrue  from  the  overture beiog  adopted,  IV.  Tbe  preahytary  to  which  such  applica' 

tielden  would  then  be  able  to  come  up  to  tion,  to  be  received  as  aforesaid,  Bhall  be 
the  Synod  year  after  year,  and  thus  become  made,  shall  transmit  to  the  Synod  answers  to 
thnroDirlilvfani  iliarwitb  the  forme  of  bueineas.      Ihe  ouestioUE  Dresented  in  relatiaa  thereto. 

for  admission 

of  the  United 

FreBbyterianChurebwpregranled;— Hev,  Dr. 


Mr.  Youso  (eldtr),  Mr.  Thomson  (elder),  The  followl 

both  of  Newcastle,  and   Mr.  Bora  (elder),      to  the  standing" 
Liverpool,  alio  aupported  the  overture.  """  -'--■--'--  '^'  - 

Ur.  EisNiUR,  Dalbeattie,  suggested  that  as 
this  overture  proposed  a  obauge  in  the  con- 
i^taltoD  of  the  Bynod,  itahould  be  sent  down 
'~  ~  'esbyteriaa  and  sessions  in  accordance 


Chefoo,  China;  Bev.  Hugh  Wad< 


Japan 


Bev.  Jan 


Crulckshank,  late  of  Westmy,  as  probationer. 
Dr.  YoDBO  introduced  a  deputation,  con- 
sisting of  the  liev.  0.  D.  Cullen  and  Rev.  Dr. 
.    WiSHART,    Thomhill,   seconded  this      Adam.  Olat-gow,  who  addrewad  tho  Synod  in 


IB  of  the  Chur 


Ur.  BitSTon,  Eelso,  proposed  that  Ur. 
Kumenr's  motion  sbonld  be  altered  aa  fol- 
lows!—'That  the  overlutB  be  sent  down  to 
presbjtariea  and  seaaions  for  consideration ; 
that  a  small  committee  be  appointed,  to  which 
■Blarns  ehall  be  eont  from  the  Bubordioata 
courts  before  1st  January  1S76;  and  that  said 
'"  eit  Synod.' 


Ur.  ElNKEAK 

at  proposed,  and  it  then  beca 
of  the  Synod, 
An  iiiterim  report  by  the  committee  ap- 

•ble  in  tbe  mode  of  taking  the  vote  lu  the 
Synod  having  been  read,  and  the  committee 
re-appomtod  to  bring  up  a  mature  report 
next   year, '  the    Synod    adjourned  at  four 
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National  Bible  BocieCy  before  th 
or  tne  t  hurch,  and  appealing  for  aid  in  o 
to  the  further  eitenslon  of  its  usefutnens. 
Dr.  Caibks  moved  that  the  Synod  eip 
its  high  appreciation  of  the  principles  of 
National  Bible  Society,  and  agree  to  c 
mend  it  to  the  cordial  sympathy  and  gene 
support  of  all  memlierB  and  coogregatioi 
the  United  Presbyterian  ChuKih. 

Dr.  S«OTT  gave  in  the  report  on  8t>;lislics. 
The  echednles  for  the  congregational  sta- 
tistics for  1873  were  returned  by  610  conpre- 
SitiooE,  being  four  mora  than  were  sent  in 
e  previous  year.  Of  the  five  congregationa 
which  bad  not  returned  the  scbodules,  two 
were  in  the  Presbytery  of  Berwick,  two  in 
Qlaegow,  and  one  in  Stirling.  Tbe  number 
of  ooDgregutions  on  the  roll  of  the  Synod  in 
Dr.  Andrew  Deceniber  1872  was  611,  in  Decomher  1878, 
615,  indioating  an  increase  of  four  during  liie 
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f«ar.  Seven  new  coDgregiiUans  bad  bean 
erected.  Id  oonBequence  of  Turioiia  cbiiigeti, 
the  nnmber  t>f  can^rrgitlona  an  the  8;iiod'« 
Toll  hftd  been  inoressed  dnring  ihe  yeiir  1873 
not  by  soron,  but  only  by  tour,  being  an  Bddi- 

1872.  ThenumberofSabbtifli-schoalleschen 
watt  returned  vi  10,963,  ghowing  an  iDcreasa 
of  449  during  Ibe  laet  two  jeira.  The  num- 
ber of  ichotars  attending  clae^e  in  Babbeth 
■chooU  wu  34,764,  being  an  <Dcreu.e  of  337S 


Dongregational 
scbedoleB  of  bIj 


lurposea    refaraed    i 


istlcB  for  t 


1872,  and  indicating 
for  1873  bad  been  abc 
01  tbe  1!23  mentbera 
during  tbe  ^eer,  «7  1 
greRati.me  in  Bnd-nd 


iiemliertbip  reported  ii 


£S44«I,  8-.9d„«bieb 
come  of  £397,  9s.  4d.  tu  each  congre^tion 
comprising  an  average  membership  of  299, 
and  ntiich  fell  abirt  o(  tbe  amount  of  income  . 
reported  under  Ihia  bead  in  1872  b;  £406, 
12b.  id.  To  thia  income  for  strioUy  congre- 
gational purposes  there  was  to  be  added  tbe 

volent  purposes,  returned  in  the  BcLedulee  for 
1873  as  £76,287,  0*.  4d.,  giving  an  average  for 
each  congregation  of  £124,  Os.  lid.  This 
miBBionarj  and  benevolent  income  for  the 
year  1873  exceeded  that  reported  in  1873,  as 
Ihe   largest  amount  which  had  stbt  bMa 

Church  \iDder  the  heai 


11  iulrel 


id  715 


public  worsbip  on  the  Lord's  day  had  lieea 
209,131,  while  the  relurns  for  1S72  gave  an 
■K^regate  sttrndnnce  of  207,17^,  being  an  iu- 
oreate  of  19B9.  The  average  membtrsliip  of 
each  oongregatiou  was  299,  the  esme  as  la£t 

wor^faip  in  each  cbnrcli  bad  been  S40.  In  16 
presbyteries  of  tlie  Church,  or  two  less  than 
ID  the  previous  year,  the  number  of  members 


'ing  1607,  of  vrhtch  number  93  had  1 
h.lteu  from  the  cougree.lions  in  England 
within  the  bounds  of  tbe  Presbytery  of  Ber- 
wick. In  the  two  English  presbyteries  ic- 
ilnded  in  the  abovs  15,  the  inembcr>hip 
had  been  reduced  by  36;  but  in  the  oihir 
two  prasbyteriea  in  England  inoludid  in 
tbe  16  referred  to  below,  it  bad  been  in- 
creaEsd  by  626.  The  cett  iDCrease  of  mem- 
bership in  England  duringtbe  year  1878  had 
therefore  been  497,  or  2}  per  cent.  In  the 
schedules  received  from  16  presbyteries,  there 
was  an  a^^regato  increaae  of  27^0  members; 
and  deducting  from  that  nnmber  1607  for  the 
aggregate  decrease  of  membership  o»Br  Ihe 
wliole  Church,  and  4^7  as  the  uetc  icorease 
in  England,  726  was  found  to  be  the  nett 
increase  of  members  In  Scotland;  while,  as 
staled  above,  the  incresse  in  the  number  of 
members  over  the  whole  Church  in  1873  hud 
been  1223,  or  at.  tbe  Tate  of  two-thifds  per 
oent.  'i'be  number  of  students  enrolled  in  Ihe 
Theological  Hall  for  the  session  of  187S  was 
123,  showing  a  decrease  of  13  as  compared 
with  the  sttendance  of  the  year  ■  praeeding, 
and  of  28  as  compared  with  numbers  enrolled 
lor  the   sefsion  of  1871.     The  number  of 

January  1874  by  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
tribution of  Probationers  was  61;  but  of 
these,  20  were  plaoedin  the  list  of  occsalonal 
supply,  BO  that  ths  names  on  the  ordinary 
distribution  list  were  only  41.  The  number 
of  elders  included  In  the  sessions  of  tlie 
Oburob,  which  in  1871  waa  reported  as  4804, 
and  in  1872  aa  4871,  had  been  reported  for 
1B73  as  4952,  showing  an  increase  of  148  in 
tw  year^  and  of  81in  the  year  1873. 


ngregational 
IS  volent  pnr- 

r  no  less  man  *oao»,  i  s.  9d.  Takiug 
o  branches  together,  the  total  amount 
oi  congregational  income  relumed  in  tbe 
sehedules  for  1873  ae  collected  in  that  year 
WHS  £320,728,  9b.  Id.,  which  gave  an  average 
income  to  each  congregation.if  £521,  10a.  Sd., 
and  exceeded  the  amount  reported  as  the 
aggregate  conmt™tloEal  income  of  tbe  year 

1872  by  £6983,  16s.  6d..  and  that  reported 
for  the  year  1871  by  £23,806,  IBs.  5d.  These 
annual  advances  had  hitherto  been  uninter- 
rupted, the  amount  returned  as  congregs- 
Lional  income  during  tbe  last  ten  yenra,  com- 
mencing wiih  1864,  having  been  £229,649, 
£246,701,  £260,54(1,  £266,661,  it269,01B, 
£273,662,  £284,611,  £296,92!,  £314,714,  and 
£320,728,  9g.  Id,  The  aggregate  amount 
collected  and  reported  as  congregational  in- 
come in  the  ten  years  ending  at  31at  Dsoem  her 

1873  has  thus  been  £2,762,033,  or  £104,710 
more  than  the  amount  collected  in  tbe  ten 
years  ending  at  31et  December  1872  ;  while 
the  eiceas  of  income  for  congregational  pnr- 
poBBS  for  the  year  1878  over  the  corresponding 
income  for  the  year  1864  had  been  £91,179, 
or  39  percent.  The  average  rate  of  oontribu- 
lion  to  ocugregational  income  tor  all  purposes 
during  the  year  1873  has  been  £1,  lis.  lOd., 
which  shows  an  increase  of  4d,  per  member 
on  the  rata  of  oonlribntion  for  1872,  of  2s.  per 
member  on  the  rate  for  1871,  and  of  9s,  6Jd. 
per  member  on  the  average  rate  of  1863,  which 
was  £1,  6s.  3Jd.  Theamount received  nnder 
the  second   genera]  head   of  iucotne — from 

■tions  not  included  in  congregational  returns 
—had  bopn  £17,649,  I2s.  6d„  being  £10,604 
less  tljau  was  received  from  the  same  sonrcec 
in  1871.  The  aggregate  income  under  this 
head  during  the  ten  yeare  ending  81st 
December  1873  was  £208.200.  The  report 
concluded  by  remarking  that  the  Church  had 
progressed  'luring  the  past  year,  both  as  to 

lu  submitting  the  report,  Dr  Bcor*  re- 
marked that  the  increase  in  the  membarahip 
of  the  churches  for  the  year  waa  not  satis- 
factor^.  .  They  ought  not,  be  considered,  to 
be  satisfied  with  it;  but  should  Inquire  aa  to 
whether  there  wsa  any  way  by  which  a  flrtnsr 
hold  could  be  had  of  the  rural  popnlatlon,  and 
their  operaiioos  extended  mors  nj^dlj  in 
oihei  districts  of  the  country. 
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mandedthkttbeyHhoDld  be  rs-kppointed,  villi 


Dr.  EraciMO  moved  tbe  kdup^on  of  tli« 
tfport,  wid  in  doing  so  eipreeBed  his  sdmiro- 
llon  it  tb«  muiDer  in  which  it  h^d  bean 


iDpng    t 


iBhekeiX  if  the  mteof 

le  in  the  memberahip  of  tbe  Chnrcb 
bora  uij  idatJon  to  the  general  increase  of 
\bi  ponnlation  ? 

Di.  Scott  said  he  did  not  tbink  the  inoreue 
in  the  Cbiirob  vas  at  all  proportionate  to  tbe 
nle  of  inoreasa  of  tbe  popolation. 

Hr,  Uenki  KEHTOif  gave  ia  the  report  of 
tha  (hinmitteB  on  the  Saperintendeiioe  of 
loang  Pemons  changing  their  place  ol  Ueei- 

le  whereby 
„   ,  „    „  reeidenoas 

thonld  not  be  lost  eight  of,  had  been  eub- 
micud  to  proabjtarieaf  who  had  cordially 
ipproTcd  of  the  same.  Tbe  scheme,  among 
Diber  thingB,  ept  forth  that  the  ki<  k-eeeeioii 
ol  every  rongregatioa  ghould  keep  a  roll  of 
lapliied  children  ;  that  personal  knowledge 
iQd  BGpflrintecdence  of  them  should  be  aeei- 
iimalj  cnltivated  by  the  mmiaters  and  elders 
from  the  time  they  were  of  school  age  ;  and 
ibil  in  ayery  c&M  of  remoTal  a  oertifioale  and 
Inugference  be  furnished  to  the  spiritual  oare 
riihe  kirk-sesEion  or  Oommitteee  of  Super- 
iulendpnce  wilhin  whoao  twnnde  the  indi- 
ridniiwenttoresida.  The  committee  recum- 
rwuded  that  the  scheme  ehoald  be  adopted, 


eyehoQl 

drav  ap  a  scheme  for  a  K«- 
Ae««mbly,  and  sand  down  the 
to  preebyteries,  wlio  abuuld  report 
thereon  to  the  a')mDiittae  not  laler  than  Snt 
Uarch  187£j  tbe  coDimitlae  to  bring  up  the 
matter  in  a  mature  form  to  the  Synod  of 
1875. 

Sir.  Ihous,  Jobbstone,  suggested  (bat  tha 
recommeDdUioa  of  tbe  dxnmitles  sbauldnut 
be  entertained,  for  this  reason,  tbatthe  Synod 
had  already  remitted  to  preebytfries  an  im- 
mense amount  of  business,  aud  a  thorough 
report  would  not  therefore  be  obtained.  He 
moTed  that  tbe  report  should  lie  on  the  table 
nntii  neitjear. 

Mr.  M'DoHALD,  Bumhead,   seconded  thia 

Mr.  Browk,  Paisley,  moved  tbe  adoption 
of  tbe  report,  and  uiged  that  tbe  crowded 
and  uncomfortable  state  of  tbe  court,  not 
to  speak  of  tbe  health  of  members,  made  it 
imperatire  Uist  tbe  jiroposal  for  tbeinstita- 
tion  of  a  Bepresenlative  Assembly  shonid  be 

Mr.  Jahvie,  Selso,  seconded  this  motion, 
which,  on  a  vole,  was  earned  by  a  coneidnr- 
able  majority. 

""'  '  "^  "  """'    n  by 


with  iour 
ertificBi 


ind  roll  books,  lo  oo-operata 

ind  seasions  in  carrying  out  the  BciLBme. 

The  importaace  of  oarrying  on  this  work 
napresEed  npon  the  attention  of  the  l:)yDod 
bf&lr,  Reulon  and  several  other  members. 
On  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  Hutton,  the  matter  was 
reoimmitled  to  the  commiftee. 


Mt,  J.  Dies  PaoDiE  (elder)  submittfld   a 
lepon  of  tbe   committee  on  this   important 

Ike  committee  gave  .a  narrative  of  tha 
su-jH  which  had  been  taken  in  regard  to  tbe 
qiiearioD  of  a  Delegated  Supreme  Conrt  since 
M-,  wbia  it  was  first  brongbt  befora  the 
tijoad.  On  tbe  overtnras  which  had  been 
imi  down  for  the  oonnidarstion  of  presby- 
"Hu  and  sessions,  returns  had  been  received 
'rem  19  preebyteiiee  and  128  eeesloQS— In 
>li.  157.  Of  the  pi-eebjteries,  10  reported  in 
Wuraltbe  inatilutiou  of  a  Sepresentativa 
^Mmbiy ;  T  were  unfavourable  to  a  change 
U  preaeut ;  10  were  unfavoursble  in  the 
pfMpnicircnrastancos  of  tha  Church;  2  dis- 
Wved  of  it :  and  1,  while  approving  of  it, 
di'emed  it  ineiuedient  to  proceed  immediately. 
0[ll>awaalons,49approved;S2wereiinfavour- 
>lile  in  the  meantime  ;  20  were  unfavourable 
jf  negotiations  in  England  ;  G  ap- 
■  ■  ciple,  bat  recommended 
.  e  negotiatioDB  for  UDlon 
™  Koaland ;  19  disapproved ;  and  S  were 
WWil  la  view  ol  the  question  ot  union 
wing  decided  in  tbe  negative,  tbe  commil-  - 
to"  cOMidered  thai  Ihere  was  a  lai^^e  prepon- 
ofthep 
)    oimunittee    therefore 


-     Dr.  Scott  reported  oi 

Bince  May  1H7H,  grants  to  three  cuugmeiv-' 
tions  had  bean  promised  to  the  ex  leut  of  .£60]  i 
twelve  congregations  had  obtained  grants  to 
the  amount  of  £1065;  while  additional  granu 
bad  been  made  to  ten  congregation  a  to  ibe 
amouQt  of  £169.  From  tbe  institution  of  the 
Manse  Schema  up  to  the  10th  April,  the  Board 
had  rendered  peciininry  assistance  to  232 
congregations;  and  tbe  tplal  amount  of  grants 
was  aatimaled  at  .£49.432.  Tbe  balance  in 
die  hands  of  the  Synod's  Treasurer  in  favour 
of  tbe  Debt  Liquidation  Fund  at  the  data  of 
last  report  was  £8,  10s.,  and  tbat  balance 
remained  at  the  credit  of  the  fund  at  tba 
present  time.  The  committee  asked  tbe 
By  nod  to  continue  the  powers  formerly 
granted  la  the  Msnse  Board  of  collacting 
£6000  for  this  purpose. 

Dr.  MacLBuD  moved  the  adoption  of  the  - 
report,  which  was  passed, 

THE  VSIOS  (tUESTIOir. 

Dr.  Cairns,  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Barpen* 
reported  on  this  question.  He  noticed  that  ■ 
friendly  conference  bad  been  held  wiih  the 
committee  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  in  regard  to  ao  inoorpoiating  union  ; 
and  after  the  declaration  of  doctrinal  agree- 
ment which  had  been  made,  tbe  committee 
ouutd  not  see  what  ohstaola  there  was  to  this 
being  carried  into  effect.  Tbe  Rev.  Doctor 
laid  on  ttie  table  extract  minute  of  tbe  deoi- 
lion  o!  tbe  Beforiued  Presbyterian  Church 
Bynod  atils  recent  sitting  in  Glasgow,  which, 
while  eipressing  ibe  desirability  of  a  unioji, 
thought  it   expedient   to  postpone  furtbeq 
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DfifroUft'IoiiH  tn  the  mmotime.  The  Oommit- 
t*e  had,  however,  bteu  re-uppointed,  *nd  he 
tbovgbt,  Ihererori'.  that  the;  were  encouraged 
lo  go  forward.  WliateTer  impedimSQla  had 
Intemipted  their  path  In  other  directions, 
their  wa;  itbb  not  yet  li«rd  in  connection 
with  this  hiebl7-TBlned  and  esliinahte  aiater 
Church  I  and    he    thought   the;    ehoald  go 

._     ,_  .i_  ,.___   ,iw   n___.j jghl  briug 

He8n1>- 


1  Proiidence  might  bi 


tbefr  effc 

tnltted  th __^ 

'The  B;iiod  Kceivelhe  report  of  the  Union 
Oommltler,  and  thank  tbem  [or  their  dili- 
penee;  reciprocate  the  brotherly  «nlinient 
expnaased  In  the  resolution  of  the  Eeformed 
Presbyterian  Synod,  and  declare  atiev  Ibetr 
deeiiv  far  union  with  the  eieter  Church; 
■Dd  iDMiDuch  BB  the  Berormed  Fresbyteriaa 
6ynod  has  re-appoiated  its  Dnlon  Com- 
mjt(ei%  and  rmpowtrd  them  to  ooufer  with 
any  nmUarflommlttee  of  other  Chorcbpa,  this 
Synod  re-appoinli  i!e  Dnion  Comniitteo  with 


I  forir 


of  a 


union  with  the 
Commlllee,  and  generally  to  watcb  over 
the  inleteetB  of  Chrlatian  union  among  the 
Churohea  of  the  land.' 

Dr.  Haci.eot>  Eecouded  the  mntloD. 

Hr.  Himos,  Paisley,  did  Dottiiink  thktthe 
matter  was  bo  hopeful  as  the  motion  wemed 
to  imply. 

The  report  *aa  agreed  lo. 

Dr.  tJcoTT  ^Etve  in  the  report  on  the  Aged 
and  Infirm  Miniitfn'  Fond. 

Threeanuuitnata  had  died  during  the  year; 

TemainedontheliBt,naat1aet8;nad,Sl.  The 
vapiial  fund  had  been  inereaaed  by  about 
£700,  and  now  amouuled  to  £23,073,  The 
ineome  for  tlie  year  had  exceeded  ezpendl- 
ture  by  XSfi.  Gs.  lOd. ;  the  sum  eipended  in 
anuaities  being  £1618,  while  the  eipeniie  of 
management  was  only  £8,  248  churchea 
bad  made  oollectiona  on  behalf  of  the  fund, 
while  381  had  not.  The  committee  requt»ted 
Ihe  Synod  to  recommend  that  the  next 
biennial  collection  ebould  lie  made  by  ereir 
congregation  in  oneor other  i<t  the  yeara  1874 
or  1875;  and  Ike  Home  Committee  alaoaeked 
power  lo  deal  wltb  certain  matters  of  detail 
lu  regard  to  the  Sime  liequaet. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  report  on  avBtemalii 


beneficence  wu 
Swjtt. 

Tbe  «>nimitlee  appolnlfd  to  Buperinlend 
the  diiEuaioa  of  information  on  the  suhjeot  of 
■yalemalic,  frequent,  and  proporlionato  giving 
to  tbe  cauiie  of  Christ,  reported  that  Scv. 
John  Bosa,  Backuey,  bad  visited  a  number 
of  presbyteries  anO  congregations,  and  preesed 
Ihe  subject  on  their  consideration.  About 
tOMO  copies  of  an  address  by  Hr.  Boas,  on 
'The  Beat  for  the  Lord,'  had  also  been  circn- 
laled.  HaFlng  now  ma<1e  a  satiffactory 
eonmencement  wif^  the  work  of  riaiting  tbe 
oongregationa  of  the  Church,  the  committee 
hoped  to  proHCcnle  it  more  TiROrouBly  and 
eilensively  duriog  the  year  1871-7  &. 

Thia  report  was  also  unanimonsly  agt«d  to. 

Hr.  P.  U'DowALL,  Alloa,  ree^rted  tbe 
MForlt  that  had.  hseik  made.  In  n^aid  to  a 


union  ot  the  Presbyterian  Churches  in  Ire- 

Binee  their  appointment,  tbe  committee  had 
held  a  meeting  with  the  Union  Committees  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Ireland  and  of  Ihs 
Eastern  Betormed  Synod.  These  brethren 
admitted  gratefully  that  some  of  tbe  mun 
causes  of  division  were  now  removed,  and 
tliat  Christian  brethren  holding  the  Bame  faith 
and  the  same  firms  of  worahip  shonld  be 
man  nnited.  At  tbe  same  time,  they  felt  that 
more  lime  and  more  friendly  inlercourss 
would  be  required  to  smooth  down  some 
of  the  asperities  which  aeparatlon  hid  pro- 
duced, and  that  It  woold  not  be  wise  to  pren 
forward  the  qucBtion  of  union  prBmalurely. 
The  joint  committees  unanimonsly  agreed  to 
reeom mend  the  Suprecoe  Ccinrta  ot  the  three 
denooiinatioDS  to  re-appoint  commitleea  t>i 
carry  forward  negotiations  an  the  anbjecl  of 
nnicm,  nntil  all  the  scattered  bracches  of  Prts- 
byterianiam  in  Ireland  be  gitbeivd  into  one. 
A  dieeuasion  of  a  couTersational  natDre 
followed,  in  which  several  msmbera  repudi- 
ated the  idea  which  had  taken  posHssion  of 
Ifae  minds  of  some  of  their  Irish  brethnn, 
that  the  Synod  was  piosscuting  this  union 
scheme  in  orderto  get  rid  of  ite  Iriafa  congre- 

Stiona,  which  were  a  grost  drag  upon  thn 
ads.     Ultimately  the  recommendations  of 
the  committee  were  adopted. 

Omheaurgestioaof  Hr.Benton.lheCom- 
mHtee  on  the  Bepresentaliye  Aaaembly  was 
authorizsd  to  receive  the  reWru  on  the  over- 

diuicb  coarts.  A  small  coaimittee  was  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  petitions  aicainst  Ihe  open- 
ing of  moieuuiH  on  Buoday.  and  the  Prie<4i 
Hinistera  BllL  Mr.  HuCton  nan  au<horize<l 
totranamit  one  of  Ihe  Synod's  petriona  in 
dlBeetabliabnieut  to  Lord  Aberdare  for  jae- 
Eentation  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  tlje 
other  lo  Ur.  H'Larea  lor  presentation  to  the 
House  of  Commons. 

The  Synod  adjoorasd  at  11.80,  to  meel  at 
one  o'clock  on  Uouday: 


o'clock — Dr.  Andrew  Thomson,  Hoderator. 

After  tbe  reading  of  the  mtnntes,  it  was 
resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Dr.  Sootl^  that 
the  annual  collection  on  behalf  of  the  Chnrcb 
Extension  Ftmd  should  to  made  on  tbe  saDOud 
Sunday  of  Pehruaij  1S75. 

It  wsa  agreed  that  Dr,  Cairns' pulpit  during 
the  theological  session  shonld  be  supplied  b^ 
the  Edinburgh  Presbytery,  and  Dr.  uarpers 
pulpit  during  August  next  by  the  Eirk^dy 
Pn-shytoiy. 

Dr.  Bkuce  suggested  that  tbe  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Bemnnsration  of  Preachers 
should  he  held  over  until  next  vear.  Tbe 
subject,  he  said,  had  been  delayed  from  year 
to  year,  Int  he  did  not  ^ow  if  that  was  a 
matter  of  much  regret,  as  the  Church  waa 
not  quite  at  one  aa  to  the  aJferatioDB  that 
might  be  required'  on  tlie  aiistiDg  arrange- 
mentfl.  At  this  Btage,  too,  of  the  Synod's  fvo- 
eeedings,  be  thonght  It  would  t«  nndetiialila 
to  discnaa  the  matter.     Ha  moTOd-.-' That 
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froQi  the  QoTsrDmeDt  of  ladU  for  tha  rap- 
port oF  Ilia  orph»iw  U  the  Syaod  misshin 
sUtionB,  irhoae  support  had  been  undertaken 
nud  provided  bv  memben  ol  tbe  Cburoh,  it 
wia  remilled  to  the  Uisiion  Board  to  Dousider 
whether  it  vonid  not  be  hencflcial  lo  tbe 
intareats  of  the  Ohurah  and  miision  to  die- 
future.  No  report  ha([  however,  boon  made 
to  [he  Synod,  aud  it  appeared  from  the  pub- 
liahod  report  of  the  Sjnod'a  tre>iiurer'«  ae- 

II  was  overtures,  therefore,  Ihat  the  Syuod 
ehouLd  take  tha  matter  iato  con  side  ntioD, 
and  give  auah  a  deeieioa  *s  ehouH  guard  the 
priucipiee  ul  the  Church,  and  seoare  the  in^ 

Mr.  Bentok,  la  supporting  the  overtura, 
a&id  tb»t  wheti  the  orphaaaire  soheme'  wae 
propoBed  to  the  Ghurd 


the  Sjnod  shonld  delay  oonsideration  of  the 
Import  imtii  neit  jear^  contLaue  tlie  oom- 
mittee,  with  ponem  to  make  euch  alteratione 
u  tliay  might  think  expedient ;  aud  inetruot 
Ihe  Cammittee  ou  Bills  and  Overturoa  to  give 
this  report  euch  a  place  od  tbe  roll  of  causes 
uwillsectire  its  disooaiiioa  at  aa  early  ait' 
ling  iieil  year.'     The  Synod,  he  said,  desired 

Ui  the  ditGcalt^  w&s,  Ihat  any  attempt  to  do 
Mj  by  an  edditiOQ  to  tlie  ft-es  would  almost 
pndraly  (all  upon  the  amallar  cougragatiimB 

might  devise  some  meaeure  eo  aa  to  avoid 
Hid  dificnl^.     Agreed. 

Dr.  UacOill  submitted  >  mioute  passed 
bj  the  Mission  Board  last  Tuesday,  whith 
bninght  the  clsima  of  the  EugliBh-speaMng 
cuhiDiM  uDder  the  notice  of  the  Syuiid,  with 
the  view  of  obtfliuing  by  tQesas  of  an  annual 

<jf  L'hrietian  work  in  the-e  place j. 
Dr.   H'EwAH,    Glasgow,    iu    moving  the 

I  ther  night,  at  a  revival  meeting  in  Glasgow, 
il  pUDg  men  had  intimated  their  willing- 
Iran  lo  proceed  to  tbe  futeign  laieaion  Geld. 

Dr.  M-OAVUt,  in  speaking  ol  the  Don-nece»- 
"ily  of  the  establishment  of  this  fund,  re- 
inirkad  that  the  Chnrch  had  in  too  many 
«3aB  been  disgraced  by  tbe  men  who  went 
uut  to  labour  in  the  colonit-a. 

The  feeling  of  the  Synod  seemed  to  be 
■giinrt  the  ostablishmeut  of  a  separate  fund 
lur  this  purpose ;  but  after  a  protraoied  dis- 
ca-Kun,  a  motion,  submitted  by  Dr.  M'Ewan, 

iributions  for  Bending  out  misaionaries  to 
Eaglish-speaking  colonies,  was  carried  against 


tj  Dr.  M'Ewan,  the  following  i 
tlie  motioa  of  Mr.  Bentoo,  waa,  after  diHSus- 
sdh,  agreed  to  ; — '  Eiteud  the  remit  of  the 
commiiiee  on  the  mure  efficient  training  of 
"loiieola  at  the  Theological  Hall  to  con- 
aider  the  whole  aulgact  of  the  training  of 
ucdidates  tor  the  gospel  ministry  on  the 
foreign  field,  aud  the  question  of  facilitat- 
ing tha  entraoco  of  young  men  otherwise 
qualiiicd,  although  Ihey  should  not  have 
undergone  tlie  ordinary  curriculum,' 

The  UOJDGBATOR  submilted  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Praser,  Moderator  uf  the  English  Preaby- 
lecian  Chnrch.  euclosing  the  motion  adopted 
hy  that  Synod  on  the  iJuion  question.  Tbe 
nulutioQ  expressed  great  regret  and  dis- 
ippointment  at  the  recent  docision  of  the 
Initfd Preabyteriau  Synod  in  Elinburgh  on 
tbi?^  subject ;  at  the  same  time  it  noticed  that 
tiid  committee  was  again  re-nppoiuled  to 
cuDsider  any  overtures  that  might  be  made 
to  them  by  the  ITnited  Piosbjlerian  Church. 
Tha  resolution  waa  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
ill  the  minutes. 

An  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Kelso 
vu  salHnitted  on  the  subject  of  Oovemment 
Bupport  of  orphans  in  India. 
_  The  overture  pointed  out  tbat  the  Synod 


natit 
3t  aid :  bi 


tmplaled  to  ask 


;  any  in 


of  the  Church,  with  n 
without  any  reoommandation  from  the  Synod 
as  to  the  perilous  step  of  an  af^Iiation  from 
a  Board  of  this  ChaiUh  lo  the  civil  Govern- 

™i  mi^onary"  in^titu'tions,  the  Mission 
Board  sent  out  inatruotiona  to  its  (gents  at 
Bijpootana  to  solicit  these  grants.  Tbees 
instructions,  Mr.  RcdIou  said,  had  been  very 
distasteful  to  the  missionaries,  who  regarded 
them  as  quite  contrary  to  "  - -.^-  — —  -• 
the  Chuich. 


EVEHINO  SBUBRU.VT. 

Tha  Synod  resumed  at  sli  i)'clook— Dr. 
Andrev  Thomson,  Moderator. 

Dr.  MacQill,  replying  to  Mr.  Renlon  on 
Govertimeut  support  to  orphans  in  India, 
said  he  was  not  prepared  to  admit  that  tbe 
malurity  of  the  miasionarias  in  the  Indian 
coufarencB  took  the  viowBofUr.  Bent. n  in  tbe 
matter  of  the  Qovemment  granta  Ho  was 
not  aware  of  mora  than  one  or  two  brel;hren 
who  had  mltde  this  a  matter  of  principle  as 
Mr.  Bantou  made  it;  and  a)thoU|;h  he  bslieved 
that  more  than  one  thought  it  not  expedient, 
they  wore  nearly  naanimous  in  approving  tha 

After  a  long  convoraation.  Mr,  BECKrrr 
(Clerk)  moved—'  Agreed  that  iha  money  ob- 
tainedfrom  the  Indian  Government  having 
been  received  and  disbursed  for  the  temporal 
support  and  secular  iraining  of  the  orphans 
conaemed,andnot  for  their  religious  education 
of  instniciion,  the  Synod  find  that  the  sotlon 
of  tjie  Mission  Board  in  this  matipr  involves 
no  violaiiou  of  the  prinriples  of  this  Church ; 
sod  the  Synod  itc  oot  diaipprovoof  such  action 
on  the  part  of  the  '■'-  "  -  "  --' "-  - 


Olsfgow, 


conded 


Dr.  EcMOKDBaWthattocthesakaofgetHng 
thesecbildrenunderChristian  instruction  they 
should  be  ready  to  UDderlake  their  temporal 
support.  Heraoved—' The  Synod  adhere  to 
iu  finding  in  1872  in  reference  to  this  matter, 


wnght  and  received  by  tl 


I  Uiasiun  Board 
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M  the  oiroamatancsA  of  the  cA«e,  eipedient 
thLt  hencefortb  the  reception  of  the  Go*ern- 
meutgranta  to  onr  orpbioageB  Bhould  be  dis- 
oon  tinned.' 

Mr.  Towers,   BirlenhMu),   Seoonded  this 

The   Bynod  divided,    »nd    Dr.  Edmond's 
wueadiaent  wia  carried  by  a  majority  of  47 

Mr.  BoKV 


.,  Bithitlet, 


oi  a  Tiyii  ne  uaa  maoo  lo  loe  euidwlck  con- 
lirentian  in  discharge  o(  kd  appolDtment  by 
the  BjHod  to  diapesBo  tb*  eacniiurnt  of  the 
Lord  B  Snpper,  aud  lo  aio  wbat  ioflnence  he 
could  to  promote  harmony  in  the  oongrepa- 
tion.  He  WM  deligLted  to  And  that  the 
attendance  at  all  tlie  Berriore  was  good,  and 
that  the  nienibership  was  150.  He  bad  re- 
ceived a  vola  of  thaukg  from  the  congrega- 


congregation  had  promoted  a 
third  time,  with  every  prospect  of  snccea 
Mr.  Bkchett  (Clerk)  anggealed  that 
Bynod  should  eipreiia  gr(  -  ''  '  '' 
the  report,  ardthatthark 
to  Mr.  BoTBick,  which  wi 


1  the 


Aotaj  andlttdoaedwithasn^eBlJon  that  two 
members  of  committee  be  appointed  lo  accom- 
pany similar  depulationB  likely  to  be  appoioted 
by  sister  Chorohes,  to  prpss  on  the  Prime 
Minister  the  ImportaDoe  of  the  immediate 
repeal  of  the  ConUgioua  Dieeaaea  Acta. 

On  the  moLion  of  Ur.  Rehtoh,  Kelso,  it 
was  agreed— -That  the  Synod  receive  and 
adopt  Ihe  report,  and  thank  the  DQmmitlee  for 
the  address.,  issued  in  accordance  with  the 
remit  made  to  it,  on  two  vital  questione  of 

Suhlic  moiala— vi«.,  the  duty  of  Boppress- 
ig  without  sanctioning  vice,  and  the  Chris- 
tian duty  In  relation  to  intemperaucei  that 
the  Synod  renew  its  nnqualifled  condemnation 
of  the  Contagions  Di>«nBeB  Ads  as  immoral 
in  their  nature,  promoiive  of  rioe,  and  in 
some  of  their  proviBions  Bubveraive  of  the 
liberly  of  the  Buhject,  and  Acts,  therefore,  of 
which  it  is  the  duty  of  i  he  Church  to  seek  [he 
immediate  and  total  repeal;  that  the  Synod 
recommend  offlce-besrers  aod  members 
Ibroughonl  the  Church  ti 


tendered      petition  1 


othe  < 
Dorial   to 


such  01 


Mr.  James  Rehhik,  Glasgow,  laid  on  the 
table  a  copy  of  the  new  hymn-book,  together 
with  the  report  of  the  .committee  on  the 
eabject.  The  cnmniittee,  he  said,  had  all 
along  kept  in  view  that  It  was  a  book  of 
pi^ae  for  the  sanctuary  tljat  they  were  corn- 
fore,  whatever  ullifr  featnree  the  hjnin-Look 
ij  :..    _j ..__  .g  jj^g  public 


id  other  Ohur 


ernment,  hj 


worship 


f  Godw 


Accordingly,  muoh  n 
thegro 


uldbi 


.celleu 


£elf, 


ry  relucrautly,  simply  on 
u  iiiai  It  was  not  fit  fur  the  Mrvice 
^  u  the  house  of  the  Lord.  A  very 
few  hymns  had  beeoadmitti'd  more  especially 
adapted  for  private  and  family  use- 
Mr.  JauesTmik  (elder),  Edinbureh,  said 
that  the  new  hjmn>bo(ik  M'nuld  lorni,  in 
hie  opinion,  a  very  valuable  properly  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view  (o  the  ISynod. 

It  was  ultimately  agreed  by  a  large 
majority  to  receive  the  report,  thank  the 
committee  for  their  diligence,  re-oppoiiit  and 
instruct  thtra  to  send  the  draft  |jynin-bdok  to 
presbyleriM  and  sessions  for  conaidcri 


that  they  judge  necessary ;  that  the  Synod 
further  remit  to  the  committee  to  watoh  over 
the  subject  of  iatemperanea,  and  recommeud 
all  the  ministers  of  the  churches  to  preadi  on 
this  BUbjeot  to  their  congregations  on  one  or 
other  01  the  Lord's  days  in  December;  and 
to  all  the  ofBce-hearors  and  members  of  the 
Church  to  discount  eoaoce  the  practioe  of 
drinking  at  funeral  and  ordination  set-riooe, 
and  generally  all  oooaaiooB  of  intemperance ; 
aud  commend  the  temperauce  reformation  tu 
the  encouragement  and  prayers  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Chni^h.  especiallythose  interested 
in  the  training  of  the  young.' 


s  Bill,   a 


■mally  n 


Ur.  ^ioBKRTSON,  Bread  Street,  seconded 
the  motion;  aod  it  was  agreed  to  forwardthe 
potitjon  to  the  senior  member  for  the  city  for 
presentation 


iny  bugges 


Hithe 


it  January.     Tlil 


rs— total  68»_had  been  preset 
ent    meeting,    compared   with    441 
and  229  elders— toial'eTO— in  1873. 


Mr.  Meabns,  Coldstream,  eabmitted  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Temperance  and 
Public  Morals.  The  report  stsied  that  the 
Gommittfe  had  issued  '  powerful 'addrcbses  on 
iDttmperancc  and  the  Contagions  Diseases 


The  Synod  agreed  to  adopt  a  minnte 
expressive  of  its  eenee  of  the  services  of  Mr. 
Peddie,  the  late  Treasurer,  wbo  had  for  forty 
years  held  that  ofBce,  and  during  that  time 

faithful  cnstbdian,  but  as  a  wise  counsellor 
and  a  ready  and  judicious  helper. 

sta-  TtFKsDiV,  Mag  19. 

had         The  meetlnga  of  this  Synod  were  reanined 

and     to-day  at  ten  A-U. — Dr.  Andrew  TbomBOo, 


Mr.  jAuia  MlwAH,  Glasgow,  gave  in  tha 
annual  report  of  the  Committee  on  Babbatb 
Schools,  of  which  the  foilowing  Is  aD  sb- 

The  oomm[tt«4  had  reooived  staUetical 
returns  from  922  Sabtath  schools  aud  735 
senior  Bible  classes, of  which  644  wereunght 
by  minister^  and,  19L  by  etdera  aod  others. 
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taaclierg  and  446  sobolus  dudi  _ 
yew.  ud  ftn  increase  of  808  echoIu'B  ii 
minuteiB'  and  eldere'  Bible  claBses.  Alto 
gether  ttasre  was  a  tulalof  107, 7&1  joung  pec 
MDB  mider  religious  initructjon — 1251  mor 
tbiD  ia  the  fomiBrjeir.     In  concluding  Uiei 


dhoald  be  leoeived  Into  corporate  union  with 
the  Synod,  knd  declared  lu  be  caostirnent 
parte  thereof;  that  it  should  be  oonsidei-ea 
proper,  in  the  branches  of  tboCLurEh  abroad, 
aa  welt  as  at  home,  to  have  misKiacsriee  and 
niiasiontTj  congregatious  placed  under  the 
beneflta  of  Presbyterian  rule,  and  that,  as 
■oon  as  clrcumstunces  admitted,  mb-sionBrf 
adequate  salary  for  prcebyterjen  should  be  formed  under  lbs 
J  .1..  .,._      ,._  ^f  j,^g  Supfi-   -  ■      -■     ■-■'---■-- 


irs'  Union, 


of  Iti 


tbB  report,  th»  Synod  agreed  ti 


1  bad  spokes  to      further 


ippoinl 


I  reuiill^d 


■gent  back  to  the  committee  for  (urtlier  can-      «ere  adopted  without  discussi 
BWeration. —    — 

Ur.  HuvDEEtiON,  Paisley,  submitted  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  ImproTemeul 
of  Psalmody,  to  the  fullowisg  effect:^ 

The  report  stated  that  the  psalmody 
daae«inlbeDiviaity  Ball  for  studeuls  bad 
hem  DonCinaed  during  the  yrar,  and  that  a 


There  was  read  a  letier  from  Dr.  M'Cosh, 

1  behalf  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the 

,bly  ol  the  Preabylerian  Church 


whereby  a  th 


;  syllab 


lipre- 


Pr^byte. 


.hat  Assembly  that  it  was  desirable 
ffleiimsoical  Council  of  the  many 


.rtificates  might 
onferred  on  oompelant  persons.     Already  i 
i:Kudidates  had  tucen  ceniticateA,  of  which 
ware  of  the  liigher  class.     The  cummittt 
uked  the  saDOtion  of  the  Synod  to  prepare 
United    Presbyterian    tune    book,    renewe 
llieir  annual  requpst  for  a  grant  of  £50  (if      Ohi 
ncceBsary)  to  further  the  obJHila  of  the  com- 
mittee, aud  proposed  that  diiriatc  tiin  year 
oca  of  their  uumber  should  be  deputed  to 
•ddreaslhe  students  at  the  Hall  on  the  im- 
fo^iace  of  miuiical  onltiTation  in  the  rising 
ramist^. 

Mr.  KEnBiB,  Glasgow,  supported  these  ro- 
Huumendationa,  and  the  report  of  the  com- 
nultns,  which  were  unanlmuualy  adopted. 

Dr.  EiTcuiK,  DuDse.  convener  of  the  Com- 
miitse  on  the  Hepresaiitalion  of  Missionary      Council   as    aifsgi 
fresbyterlBB,  laid  on  the  tiible  the  report  of      Synod  receives  vi 
Ihs  committee.  municatjun  from 

The  committee  reported  that  to  tbem  it 
saemed  desirable  to  have  luiesionary  presiiy- 
tsriM  ri'gularly  formed  aud  recogniacd,  as 
w»s  dons  by  utbi^  Presbyltrian  Churches  in 
the  mission  field.     Ju  onfcr  to  roach  a  eatis- 


lanSs,  and  respecifully  requesting  tba.t  the 
Synod  of  ttie  Unued  Presiiylerian  Church 
might  consider  the  expediency  of  such  a 
oouucil;  and  tjiat,    if  their  reverend  cou't 

ipund  with  like  committees  appointed  by  other 
rribiii-che'i  in  r^^ard  to  the  niutler. 

LoDdoti  aud  Edinburgh  preabyterios,  memo- 
rializing the  Synod  to  express  approval  of 
the  object  dealt  with  in  Dr.  U'Cu^h's  cnm- 
miinication,  and  to  appoint  a  committee  aa 
proposed. 

Professor  Calderwooq  appeared  in  sup- 
port of  the  overliurc  from  the  Edlnbui-gb 
rrestiytsry,  aud  nfter  eipressiog  himself  in 

■^ t    an   (Ecumenical 

LOved— 'That    the 

pleasure  the  com- 

,tom   n,u«,«.  in  favour  of  an 

.  .CouncilofPreshylerianOhurobes 

'orld ;  approves  of  the  proposal  siib- 


yt«ry,  i 
r  of^  th 


press  the  opiniouB  they  beld      this  subjt 
B  remit  made  by  the  Synod  to      time  send 

In  answer  to  those  circula 
,s  bad  been  received  from  i 
mon  field,  including  Ini 


mitled  to  the  Coui 
inlttees  appoint 
pruposed,  said  comi 


by  0 


ir  Cburcbes 


correspond 


l^ittee.  audexpressef 


individual  n 


nary     presbyleriea     aud 
""  -pprored  ot  'the  pro 
s  there  formed — thi 


and 


.  (having  V 
ve  m  the  report 


led 


to  have  the  Moderator' 

1  bo  eon-  ibe  Committee  _  .  _  .    . 

—  J. ...  .„„  „„^.„.„i,  .^ s  of  the  Tho  comniHtoe  on  this  subject  stated  that 

Doited  Presbyterian  Church— a  formal  re-  it  did  not  seem  that  the  time  had  yet  arrived 

qnort  for  admienion  to  corporate  union  with  for  a  fair  andoomprehensivfl  Judgmontot  tlie 

«e  Synod  having  been  received  from  the  working  of  the  Bduoiitioo  Act  for  aontlaiiil, 

miMionary  presbytery  of  Biafra.     The  com-  nor  had  anything  etuerged  calling  fur  the 
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tntarference  of 
with  those  Mpecia  of  the  ineeiiare  in  relation 
ro  the  priDciple*  and  interente  nf  tbe  Uoiled 
pTeabyteriin  Church.  Th»re  could  be  little 
doubt,  the  report  iieut  od  Io  m;,  tti*t,  in  the 
first  instance,  panlcnlnrlf  in  the  larger  towus, 
tiie  education  of  the  poorer  cinSEea  iraa  in 
lUugerof  luffe  dug  from  the  cfauige  which 
the  Act  had  introduced.  Mbqj  achoola, 
hitherto  Bopported  by  Toluntary  conlribn- 
ttona,  had  been  discontinued  before  the 
}1  Hoards  had  had  it  in  theLrpower  to 


1    for 


I    the 


'mpulaory  clanees  ef  the  j 
f"ped,  the  inevitable  result  wm  the  oTer- 
iT"vdiDg  of  exijitiug  schools;  hut  thuse 
temporary  disorders  would  ere  lung  be  eet 
riirht,  as  this  beaeflcent  meauure  otiib  into 
fuller  operatloD.  aud  the  bleasinge  of  educa' 
tion  were,  by  mesne  of  its  pro»iaious,  ditfdsed 
iivec  t)>e  length  and  b^«ad^h  of  the  laad.  The 

the  beannK  of  the  Hill  on 

■  sedi 

H.),  they 


that  there  existed  *  great  necssslty  for  Um 

woi*  at  evangelisation  throagbont  tha 
Countrj,  and  that  Ibis  need  was  hkeiy  to  ba 
met  by  a  olaea  oi  trained  svaugeliats. 

Mr.  WiLuAHsoN,  Qneenaferry,  enpported 
this  overture,  and  moved  that  it  should  be 
remitted  to  the  Home  Committee  to  deviae 
meaUB  most  likely  to  aeoure  the  end  contem-  { 

plated. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  HtrmiK.  Faieley,  as  aonvener  of  tha 
Commillee  on  Diseatablishment  and  Disen- 
dowmenl,  then  brouglit  forward  a  qupple- 
meutary  report  relating  to  the  woposilfor  I 

the  abolition  of  patronage  in  ths  Eslabliabed 
Chunsh,  made  !□  the  Hoaw  of  Lords  on  Uoo-  | 

day  eveuiag  by  the  Duke  of  KiebtnoDd.  . 

The  Bill  which  his  Qrace  the  Duke  ot 
Richmond  laid  on  the  labia  of  the  House  of  I 

Lords  at  the  clone  of  his  statement,  anit 
whieh  was  read  a  first  time,  this  eommittce  i 

have  not  yet  seen,  although  the  Lord  Advo-  ' 

cale  has  conrteoualy  promised  a  copy.  Iti 
leading  pro viaiona  were,  however,  snflclcatly 
foreehadowed  by  the  committee  in  presMting 


Duke  of  Rid 


nond, a 


»i-ted  ii 


Tlie  adoption  of  this  rejiort  was  unani 
meualy  agreed  to, 

Ur.  KExNkDT  laid  on  the  tubte  the  report  c 
the  Commitiee  for  Diatribution  of  Vreachen 

The  report  sUled  that  22  additiuna  h*. 
been  made  to  the  roll,  and  that  as  natties  ha 


n  the 


inng  tl 


pspersof  this  morning,  deecribestheBillasof 
iiiue  dauses,  of  wLieli  the  third  is  described 
as  perhaps  the  first  oi  any  importance.  Thai 
clause  *  repeals  the  Act  of  Queen  Anne  of 
1712,'  and  it  then  goes  on  'to  lepeal  Lonl 
Aberdeen's  Actof  1843.'  It  then  profeeaaels 
'  vest '  the  patronage  in  '  the  ooronranieints 


year.  At  a7ih  April  the  nun.ber 
was  43—11  fewer  iban  at  the  correepnnding 
date  last  yeor.  Owing  to  the  reduced  num- 
ber of  probationers,  the  commitiee  liad  had 
mure  difliDullr  than  usual  in  arranging  both 
[  <r  the  supply  of  vacant  churches  aud  of 
iuiiii«l«rs'  pulpits,  a»d  had  been  repeatedly 
unable  lo  meet  requests  for  Bujiply. 

Profeaaor  C*i,umiwooD  thought  that  >Iie 
Synod  might  reckon  on  having  a  greatfr 
number  of  divinity  students  aa  a  result  of  tire 
recent  spiritual  awakening  throughout  the 
•^'Untry.  fie  moved— ■That  the  Synod 
i<ilui>t'<  the  report,  and  thanks  the  commillee 
fur  their  diligence ;  and  that,  in  view  of  the 
supply  if   probationers,  the 


ilior  of  oompensaiion  to  be  paid  to  patron* 


to  one  yearns  slipaud ;  and  I 
be  mude  up  by  tb»  buI« 
parishioners  generally.'  It 
many  cnses  the  patrons  will 


lot  rpquirei 
ed  thai 


.ny 


My  no 


agrees 


placed  on  tlie  roll  of  prolmtiouere  who  may 
l>e  appointed  to  vacanoiod  )iy  lat  January 
ltl76,  and  recammends  presbyteriea  to  facili- 
tale  arrangements  for  licensing  ntudeuts ' 

This  m'ltion  having  l>een  duly  seconded, 
use  sgrred  lo  by  the  Synod. 

Ur  Jeffrht,  Qlaagow,  moved  that  the 
Syuiil  slionid  petitiou  Parliameut  in  favour 
of  the  Hid  fur  the  exemption  of  churches  and 
chapels  from  local  rates,  introduced  by  the 
Lord  Advocate  and  Mr.  Crusa. 

On  the  motion  ol  Hr.  Rentan,  Kelso,  the 
Synod  agreed  to  petition  Pnrliameut  against 
any  mosKUre  which  might  bo  introduced  pro- 
viding for  the  opening  of  museums  and 
similar  ioatitutiona  on  Sundays. 

An  overture  from  the  Prest^ery  of  Edin- 
bui^h  waa  laid  on  the  table,  setting  forth 


patronage  of  SSO  livingB(llDO  hi  „ 
number)  to  which  the  Crown  appoials  will 
be  auiienilered.  This  is  the  bubstanea  of  Iha 
Bill  as  dsscribed  by  the  Duke  of  Rtchmond. 
In  the  alsence  of  the  text  of  the  Bill,  minute 
criticism  is  impossililr,  and  it  Is  plainly 
unnecessary.  The  position  adopted  by  the 
Synod  in  ita  njinnle  of  Thursday  last,  and  hi 
the  petition  to  Parliameut  and  memoriiJ  to 
Government,  cover  the  whole  ground  of  ob- 

anre;  and  the  production  of  such  a  Bill  at  this 
stags  in  the  eccleaisstical  history  of  Scotland 
only  renders  it  more  urgrnt  that  a  simple 
demand  for  the  diseatablibhment  and  disea- 
dowment  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  he  pro- 
secuted and  presFod  by  those  beyond  itspsla 
The  atelement  of  the  Duke  of  Uichmond,  in 
prefacing  and  advocating  the  measurei  whils 

gerated,  as  well  as  dtfective  and  iusocurals. 
No  such  widespread  popular  demand  hw 
this  legielation  was  hoard  of  during  the  lata 
election  contest  as  haa  been  alleged  ;  and  on 
varioos  occasions  when  the  question  waa 
made  the  subject  ot  conversation  with  candi- 
dfeies,  it  was  in  a  sense  entirely  adverse  to 
tliC  sectarian  policy  promoted  by  this  Bill,  and 
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hi  U»t  of  dlsettiibHslimeDt  Satbar  .it  It 
•mmet  to  speok  ta  i!  ptttronige  wen  aome- 
tbiDg  torei/pi  or  exceptionml  in  ths  biatory, 
■ud  BgaiD8t  whicli  incesmnt  igiution  Ijm 
IwD  nukinUiced,  of  the  Kick  In  eeilled  times. 
U  liH9  baen,  wiih  one  or  two  brief  inlomls, 
ineiiDsUntaiercisB  In  iU  oongregitiona  in 
F'tLkd  times,  and  trae  popular  eleotion  hu 
Leeu  unkDOWD.  Wliit  is  nailed  ttie  abolltloQ 
uf  pttitinige  in  1630  consisted  in  tbe  tnnbfer 


ulib 


rigbt  ol 


■litem  after  the  psji: 
of  fiOO  mark*,  a  iTanwctiDn  ot  which  only  foar 
lUBUncea  ire  on  rsoord.  With  the  exception 
of  tbe  resiataincs  to  patronage  made  b;  tha 
l^ecssioa  and  Relief  father^  and  b?  Re- 
fonasd  PresbTteriSina,  as  well  as  in  rsceat 
limeBonder  tbe  qualified  farm  oI  a  denuud 
for  t  popular  Act,   tbe  so-called    Toka  of 

Eitronage  has  been  quietly  aod  meekly  borne 
J  tbe  members  of  ttte  Obuich  of  SooUand  np 
lothepreseDt  time.  Tbe  prsaent  agitation, 
if  it  can  be  <M  called,  is  not  that  of  the  peuple, 
bni  of  a  majority  ol  tbe  Agsembly,  The 
Biehiaet  possible  allusion  is  made  by  the 
Oiible  Duke  to  the  must  imprlant  chapters  in 
the  history   ot  the  question.     Ttiere  ' 


tuaea  uf  the 


B  the 


ito  agitation  are  disposed  of  ' 
t  ia  not  thua,  howerer,  tba 
ommiitB.'  venture  to  think,  that  the  historical 
puaitiaa  of  two  grrat  Chnrcbe«  can  be  effaced, 
pr  their  olaim  along  with  the  general  oom- 
Qonity  to  be  beard  in  the  Betllement  of  this 
question  can  be  set  aside.  Tbe  position  and 
duty  ,.t  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  is 
Bunple  ■ndj;leBr.  Tbe  Synod  baa  steadily 
upkield   a  diaeetablif^hment  policy,    as    that 


.      -wise, 

to  a  section  of  the  community.  ItialomalnT 
tain  a  system  which  baa  done  more  than  all 
others  put  together  to  create  and  widen  sodal 
and  rellRiong  diBerence^  and  prerent  not 
ouly  the  lu corporation  of  Freabyiarians,  but 
the  oo-operatlon  demanded  by  the  causB  of 
common  Chriatianity.  Whatever  might  bare  . 
been  the  value  of .  tnch  legislation  a  century 
and  a  hall  ago.  It  is  now  too  late  to  accom. 
ptiah  good.  DisestablishmeDt.  and  not  say 
scheme  of  so-called  CburcU  reform,  alone  can 
touch  tbe  root  of  tlis  evil.  Even  this  Bill 
Itself  is  no  real  abolition  of  patronage,  but,  as 
tbe  Duke  of  Buccleucli  observed,  only  its 
'transfer'  to  certain  male  commualcanis,  who 
a'B  tbemselvtH  to  be  in  the  hands  ot  a  com- 
mittee of  seleotiOD.  Those  who  think  that  a' 
true  anti-palnmage  measure  has  been  pro- 
duced will  do  well  to  study  the  details  of  the 
Bohemf,  In  proposing  such  a  megaure  in 
favtur  of  as  immediate  and  comprehensive 
measure  of  discatabliabment,  we  do  not,  si 
some  wrongly  imagine,  oppoae  the  obtaining 
by  our  frianda  ot  tha  Kirt  of  any  spiritna 
rfghts.     "' -- ■•--- 


e  onjr  Tf 
privilege 


wthey 


.ted  to  Pari 


itryiandit 


.     .  „  propoao  by 

disestablislimeot  to  set  them  free  to  narciss 
ths  rights  and  liberties  which  belong  to  ths 
Christian  people  under  Christ's  own  law. 
Tbe  cotnmlttee  recommend  that  a  circular  be 
addressed  to  all  ministers,  asking  them  to 
wrilo  their  mrmbers  of  Parliamenl  on  this 
queslion  in  the  sense  of  the  Synod's  resolu- 
-  '  to  promote  as  they  may  tie  able  in 


.    makitig 

Bpecnal  relerenca  I<i  the  present  attempts  at 
'uti-pstl^nsge  IpgislutioD,  and  urging  Ita 
ubjwlions  to  all  legislsliun  un  the  queatiun  of 
palrui.a^e,  eicppt  as  pwt  of  i 


their  localitiia  petitii 
nenl  and  disi'ndowi 
ioolUud,     They  ala 


of  tl 


i«  all  n 


A  tbe 
a,  by 
>Dallj 


e  dlaestabliabment  and  dis( 
ul  tbe  Churuli  of  Scotland,  aud 
(iiiveramenl  and   Parliament   '  to   tal 
|irupfr  steps  to  terminate  not  ofily  tht 


IHng 


it  the  ni 


u,by. 


luilablo  ! 


f<ir  tba  disestablis 
the  Established  Chareb.'  In  words  already 
Fmplaysd  by  theoommjtt-^  'with  disuslalv- 
lisliDwut  none  of  the  evils  of  which  State 
t^tiDrehmen  anywhere  complain  conld  con- 
liiDe  an  boor ;  wliile  the  ofleuce  sod  grier- 
into  of  others  would  be  at  ouce  reroovtd.' 
But  If  Churchmen  insist  on  curing  such'  evils 

oiilyeibact  lobemetbyfirmresiatance.  To 
illow  of  tbe  legiulation  pru^used  by  this  Bill 

tbil  Parliament  should  cODtinne  to  regulate 
tbe  ecdeafastieal  and  religious  affairs  ol  the 
pnepla.  11  is  to  allow  of  a  new  condition 
of  estabtiehmBnt,  avowBdly  deaigtied  to 
(irengtbt>n  the  Eirk,  and  therefore  luflictiug 


dejiutiition  and  otberwii-e,  I 
iKtora  members  of  Parliam 
Guvemment  the  views  ot  the  Church,  and  to 
circulate  widely  in  the  Church  aid  otherwise 
Ihe  repiirt  ot  the  committee  and  the  reKolu- 
tiois  of  the  court. 

Mr.  HuHon,  afterreading  the  report,  sub- 
mitted that  in  regard  to  this  matter  the 
conutry  was  eutitled  to  have  had  a  little  more 
notice  than  had  been  given. 

Dr.  BARPrK  said  that  tbe  oommitlee,  attar 
fulfilling  their  own  duty,  bad  called  upon  the 
Syuiid  to  d"  ti.eir  duty,  and  he  tmstad  they 
'■'  -  libera  of  the  Bynod)  would  respond 
ppeal  by  following  out  the  proaecu- 


Lo  this  appeal  by  following  out 
lion  of  this  gi  eat  question. 
Mr.  Bkv-  ■■   "  •- 


bonding  this  m 


e  downfall  of  tbe 


ant  of  disesUbUsh- 


rposi-d    , 
,iarsed,  aarl  thi 
empowered  to  request  the  Moderator 


RELimOUS  INTELLtOESCE. 


[Balud  PiMhU^ti 


'  &  pro  rt  nata  meedng  of  S^ed  if  neceaary, 
to  draw  up  and  circnlate  ■  Blalement  as  ai^- 
geated,  BJid,  if  deemed  leqalsjts,  to  Bead  ap 
X  depatatioD  to  LundoQ  ia  couaeotioD  with 
this  qUBBtiol 


broDgbt  bsfia-e  tham,  &nd  said  ths  Baporla 
ahoirad  k  grtM  deal  of  light  and  Aait, 
Alladiug  bi  ilie  qnestion  of  ilisesUblistaineiUi 
ha  kffinnrd  Ibat  ibe  Bill  proposed  b;  Ihs 


.._..._.  fl  Preabjtery  of  Fua-  to  the  apirit  of  the  a^,  ac 

le;  uid  Qreenock,  aneBt  ths  limiliug  of  triala  latberB  of  our  Church  that  they  liad  educiUd 

fur  ordiQation,  «u  (Uowed  to  lie  oa  lbs  table  the  oouutry  in  this  matter,  aud  had  hfl|iwl 

tilt  next  Synod.  to  bring  aboat  the  public  sealimeat  wliiish 

Thia  conoludad    tha  btuinesB    before  tba  was  now  makiag  itself  te  apparent. 
Bj'nad,  aud  At  the  uouclaeioD  of  the  Moderator'a  id- 

ioQ  was  pronounced,  and 


PRESBYTEfilAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


Z>«iKiM.— This  presbytery  met  on  the     906.    The  i 

Slat  April — the  Rst.  John  A.  Murray,  gnbEcription! 
moderator.  A  petition  from  Victoria 
Street  congregation  was  read,  whicli 
prayed  that  one  of  the  members  of  prea- 
Ijytery  be  appointed  to  moderate  in  a  call 
to  one  to  be  their  paator.  Measrs.  James 
Logie  and  J.  W.  Jaffraj  appeared  as  com- 
missioners \a  support  of  the  petition,  who 
elated  that  the  cougregalioii  offered  as 
stipend  £250  per  annnm,  withonl  a  manse. 
AftBt  hearing  the  com  mission  era,  it  waa 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petition  be  granted.  The  presbytery 
unacimonsly  adopted  the  motion,  and 
appointed  the  Rev.  A.  Miller  to  moderaie 
in  a  call  on  Thursday  the  7th  May.  Mr. 
Connel   brouj(hl   forward   thi 


:  Troro   collections 


motion  of 


Tiplse 


namely,  'That  * 
annually  to  sub 
presbylerj  one  ol 

by  the  presbytery.  The  presiijlery  agrei^d 
that  its  ordinary  meetings  after  this  shall 
bo  held  on  the  Tuesday  after  the  third 
Sabbath  of  every  month,  except  Ma;  and 
August.  The  roll  of  presbytery  waa  ad- 
justed, and  the  Kevs.  James  Graham  and 
Andrew  Carter  were  appointed  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Synod's  Commitlee  of  Bills 
and  Overtures.  A  petition  from  the 
Newtyle  congregation  was  read,  which 
prayed  that  they  should  be  continued  as 
a  preaching  station,  and  also  that  the 
grant  from  the  Home  Mission  Committee 
should  he  conlinned  to  them  so  long  ae 
th»y  fulfilled  the  ohiitzatians  entered  into 
when  the  church  becajue  a  preaching 
station.  The  presbytery  agreed  to  trans- 
mit the  petition  to  the  Home  Commlltee 
of  the  Mission  Board,  and  cordially  to  re- 
commend it.  Mr.  Jack  read  the  Report 
on  Statistics,  >  hich  stated  ihat  two  cou- 
gregaLious  had  been  added  to  the  pres- 
bytery during  the  past  year.  The  report 
further  stated  thai  tlie  elders  had  increased 
from  161  to  177,  the  members  from  6«9 
10  6624,   and   ihe  accessions  from  730  to 


I  £3S3S,  8s.  7id.,  showiiii! 
an  increase  of  £719,  2s.  3Jd.,  while  ilie 
amount  of  seat  rents  showed  a  deGcieuey 
of  £71,  7s.  S^d.  Ther«  ar«  31  Sabbath 
schoula,  with  337  teachErs  and  2555  chi). 
drcn  attending,  being  an  ii^crease  of  17S 
over  last  year.  The  stipends  paid  ftora 
the  Congregatiotial  Fund  was  £^31S, 
53.  6d.,  while  last  year  it  was  only  £3US2, 
5s.  luJ.  Mr.  Laurie  reported  that  evan- 
gelistic meetings  had  been  held  in  all  the 
churches  except  two ;  that  nearly  all  the 
minislers  in  the  presbytery,  along  ivi:h 
missionaries  and  evangelists,  hud  ad- 
dressed these  meetings,  which  in  several 
of  the  churches  had  been  very  eneourugini! 
and  well  attended.  Mr.  Baxter  requtswii 
leave  of  absence  for  some  time,  as  be  in- 
tended paying  a  visit  to  America.  Tbe 
presbytery  granted  Mr.  Baxter's  reqasst, 
and  appointed  Mr.  Hay  moderator  of  Mr. 


.    Ti>e 


presbytery  took  up  tlie  Synod's 
auent  Admission  ot  Ministers  and  Pro- 
bationers from  other  churches  ; — agreed 
lo  express  approval  of  the  ad  interim  rale! 
and  queries  which  the  Synod  adopted  st 
its  last  meeting.  Mr.  James  V.  Jolin- 
■ton,  student,  was  nominated  as  a  can- 
didate for  admisiioa  to  the  Theologii.nl 
Hall.  Appointed  next  meeting  Co  be  held 
on  the  Tuesday  after  the  third  Sabbaili  uf 
June,  the  23d  inst. 

Edinburgh — This  presbytery  met  of 
Tuesday,  21at  April,  for  the  examinalioil 
of  elndents,  and  afterwards  for  ihe  de- 
spatch of  ordinniT  buainess — Kev.  Ur. 
Robertson,  Bread  Street,  moderator.   Tbe 


the     prei 


eligioas 


nuetl,  and  gratitude 
expressed  for  the  good  which,  it  wa! 
trusted,  had  been  done.  The  Report  of 
Eev.  Mr.  Harvey,  on  the  Superiutendence 
of  Students  in  connection  with  our  Churcti 
attending  the  University,  waa  read,  in  tbe 
absence  of  Mr.  Harvey,  by  Hev.  Mr. 
Williamson,  and  after  coaveraation  re- 
ceived, and  Mr.  Harvey  re-appointed  snper- 
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JDiendent.  An  oreTtoTe.  introdaeed  b; 
Pmreuor  Calderwood,  in  favour  of  a 
ftaeiil  meeting  or  represenMLives  o(  the 
Pnsbylerian  Church  in  the  different  p«n 

Synod.— The  obqhI  monthly  meeting  was 
teld  on  Sth  Maj— Bot.  Mr,  BoberMon, 
nodenCor.  The  principal  busineu  was 
ibe  nominalioa  of  ttadencs  for  entrance 
Ui  the  Diriniij  Hall.  It  wai  also  aiireed 
to  OTennre  the  Synod  to  hold  a  broch«rl; 
caQfcrence  for  mutual  inrormafion,  en- 
coingenient,  and  guidance  in  ihe  matter 
of  ibe  preiBiiC  religions  awakeninn, 

Ola^oK, — This  preib;ler;met  at  I.«niie 
on  thB  28th  April,  for  the  induction  of 
Rei.  Ur.  Uillar,  late  of  Foltirh  ;  and  at 
CimpbiU  on  6lh  Maj,  for  the  induction  of 
Be^.Ui.Corbetl,  lateofManehesler.— The 
orduisry  nionthlj  meeting  was  beld  on 
Sti  Maj — Dr.  Young,  moderator.  A  long 
discaiiion  took  place  on  the  proposed 
Hendenon    Memorial  Xhnrcb    site    at 

Ihe  ilu  was  nnsuilabla  was  curried.  The 
rpiignation  of  Mr.  Bannatyne,  Blantjre, 
■u  accepted.  A  call  to  Mr.  Williiim 
Tanig  of  Lilliesleaf,  to  the  Farkhead 
Chnrcb,  was  sustained.  It  was  agreed  to 
iransmit  an  oTertore  to  the  Sjncd,  le- 
qoesiing  that  «ome  time  he  set  apart  at 
)^e  meeting  for  prayer  and  conrcrsution 
in  conneciion  »ith  the  present  revival 
nmrement, — This  preahjiery  met  in  the 
Chnnh  Offlce^  Queen  Htreet  Hall,  Edin- 
bnrgli,  on  the  14th  Maj,  when  a  request 
for  moderation  in  a  call  was  granted  to 
the  Pollockshawa  congregation,  which 
chnreh  ii  Taeant  hy  the  translation  of  Mr. 
Whjta  to  Edinburgh— -the  stipend  being 
Hud  at  £400,  with  £W  expenses,  and  Ibe 
moderation  fixed  to  take  place  on  Mon- 
■>»},  Ul  June— Mr.  Eraser,  Langside,  to 
preich.  The  presbytery  also  fixed  Tnes- 
^«J.  ad  June,  for  the  induction  of  Mr. 
Welch  to  Campbellfield  Church.  Glasgow 
—Mr.  Corbelt  to  preach,  and  Mr.  Joseph 
Leetie  to  presid'e. 

i^Hifon.— This  presbytery  met  on  the 
Wlb  March  in  Trinity  Chnrcb,  Clapham 
M«d,  for  the  ordination  of  Mr.  J.  W, 
M'Lintockas  a  missionary  to  Demerara. 
los  Kev.  Dr.  Macfarlane  was  moderator 
Wndit,  The  Rev,  William  Bojd  of 
Iforeithill  conducted  public  worship,  and 
peached  from  Acts  v.  20 ;  and  the  Be». 
Dr.  Edmond  of  Highbury  gave  the 
Mdrera  to  the  missionary.— The  presby- 
5*7  met  again  on  the  l*lh  April—Rev.  J. 
"■  Erskine,  moderator.  On  the  motion 
of  Dr.  Macfarlane,  the  presbytery  agreed 
'OMpreii  their  sympathy  with  the  family 
"d  the  congregation  of  the  late  Dr. 
H  Uichael.    A  committee  wag  appointed 


tery  at  the  faneral  of  Dr.  Liringitone  in 
Westminster  Abbey.  The  Ber.  William 
Boyd  rtportisd  that  bopefal  progress  was 
being  made  in  tbe  collection  of  lands  for 
Mr.  Ker  of  Leicester'a  three  yeari'  annnilj. 
The  presbytery  agreed  to  overture  ihe 
Synod  in  the  follooing  terms :— 'That  this 
presbytery,  regarding  with  deep  interest 
and  warm  general  approval  the  idea  of 
tbeuniversal  conlcderatiun  ofPreabyterian 
Churches  holdiug  evattgalical  views  of 
Christian  doctrine,  as  ■abmitted  in  the 
document  laid  oo  the  presbytery's  table, 
transmit  a  copy  at  itie  said  paper  to  the 
Synod,  and  memorialize  the  court  to  givB 
.  earnest  conaideralion  to  Ibe  same,  meeting 
the  reqnesis  of  our  American  bretbren  by 
adopting  n  resoluiian  in  approval  of  the 
object,  and  by  Dominating  a  committee 
who  may  be  appointed  to  form  pan  of  the 
convenlioD  of  representatives  indicated,  or 
to  do  otherwise  as  to  their  wisdom  shall 
seem  best.  A  petition  to  the  Synod, 
signed  by  five  ministers  and  eight  elders, 
wag  read,  prB3ing  the  Synod  not  to  agree 
to  any  scheme  of  Union  that  would  in- 
volva  Ihe  dismemberment  ol  the  United 
Prcabylerian  Church  as  at  presetil 
existing.  The  presbytery  refused  to 
transmit  Ihe  petition  on  the  ground  of 
informality.  The  Uev.  Alexander  King, 
who  was  introduced  by  Dr.  Edmond, 
addressed  Ihe  presbytery,  and  brougbt 
before  them  the  claims  ot  the  Freedmeu's 
mission  and  Maryvilie  College.  MeHsra. 
Bed  path,  Carr,  and  Horniman  were 
appuinied  to  the  Synod'ii  Committee  on 
Bills  and  Overtures. — Tim  presbytery  met 
in  Ediuburgb  on  the  13th  May— Dr. 
Edmund,  modemtor.  A  letter  was  read 
from  the  Bev.  James  Kar  of  Leicester,, 
demiliing  bis  charge  of  the  Leicester  con- 
gregation on  Ihe  ground  of  ill  health.  It 
was  agreed  to  >ummon  the  congregation 
to  appear  for  their  intcreats  at  next  meet- 
ing of  presbytery. 

Orlcneff. — This  presbytery  met  at  Kirk- 
wall, 7tb  April^Mr.  Buncimau,  modera- 
tor. I'hera  was  laid  on  tbe  table,  and 
read,  a  comnmuicalion  from  Bev.  J.  M. 
CiuLckshank,  desiring  to  demit  the  pas- 
toral charge  of  Westray  congregation,  on 
the  ground  that  the  damp  climate  of  that 
locality  WHS  injurious  to  his  health,  and 
requesting  the  preabytery  to  lake  the  ne- 
cessary steps  for  this  purpose.  The  pres- 
bytery* expressed  their  deep  sympathy 
with  Mr.  Cruickshank  in  the  circum- 
stances; bat,  from  his  strongly  expressed 
desire,  and  the  very  strong  opinion  of  bis 
medical  adviser,  that  his  health  might  be 


a  represeniBi 


n  of  tbe  presby- 
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Weatray  congrctraiion,  on  Wedneidaf  the 
ISib  current,  Mr.  Cruickibank'i  desire, 
■nd  to  ask  (hem  to  appoint  com  mission  era 
to  appear  for  th^ir  intBreeM  at  next  ineet- 
inK  of  prcebvttrj.  There  w&s  Uid  on  ibe 
table,  and  read,  a  petition  from  ihe  Sand- 
wivk  congregation,  requeating  tbe  prea- 
bjtery  lo  appoint  one  to  moderate  in  a 
call  to  be  KireD  bj  that  congregation. 
Mr.  M'Lellan  was  appoiaced  to  moderate 
there  on  Taesda;  the  aiat  cnrrenL 
Hr.  Reid,  as  convener  of  Ihe  preabjterf'g 
Committee  on  Btatiatici,  laid  on  tbe  table, 
and  read,  the  anneal  schedule,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  (here  waa  improrement 
in  all  departmenta,  for  which  Ihe  prea- 
liyterf  felt  thankful,  and  unanimously 
Toted  thanks  to  Mr.  Held  for  preparing  the 
■chednle.  The  preabyter;  agreed  to  ex- 
preaa  a  faTourable  opinion  regarding 
■Interim  regulations  anent  the  admiaiion 
of  MiniBters  and  Probationers  from  other 
denominations.'  MeaarB.  Panlaod  Runci- 
man  were  appointed  the  preabyt«ry  rc- 
preaentatives  on  the  Synod'a  Committee 
□r  Billa  and  OrertarcB.  Meaara.  Bunci^ 
man  and  Fleming  were  appointed  to  dig- 
penae  the  Bacramenl  of  onr  Lord's  Supper 
■t  Wick  on  the  Sd  Sabbntb  of  April. 
Adjoarned  to  meet  at  Kirkwall  on  the 
'JDlb. — Thia  preabjterj  met  again  at  Kirk- 
wail  on  the  aoth  April— Mr.  Hunciman, 
moderator.  Mr  Ingram  reported  that  he 
had  preached  at  Weatray,  and  preaided  at 
rueeling  of  the  congregation,  an  the  day 
appointed,  at  wbtch  he  intimated  Mr. 
CruLckshenk'a  demlaaion  of  hia  cbarge, 
and  that-  Meaara.  J.  D.  Kendall  and  W. 
Kendall  were  appointed  commliuionen  to 
Ihe  preabytery.  The  commiaaionera,  who 
were  pregeol,  atsted  that  the  congregation 

of  Mr.  Craickahank,  that  they  were  to 
gire  bim  six  monlhg'  leare  ofabaencs,  in 
the  hope  that  by  that  lime  he  would  be 
completely  restored  to  health,  aa  hta  pre- 
sent indispoution  aroae  only  from  lbs 
influence  of  the  ctimite.  Mr.  Craick- 
ahank, in  bis  reply,  snid  th^t  he  was  Tery 
unailling  to  leave  hia  congregation  in 
tbeir  pieaent  very  hopefnl  condition,  and 
that,  though  he  waa  satiafied  &  short  time 
in  a  drier  and  warmer  locality  woald  re-  prajet 
aiore  him  to  perfect  health,  yet  be  felt  it 
woald  be  at  once  for  his  own  and  (bs 
conBregatioh'a  intereata  to  adhere  to  bia 
reiolution.  To  slay  in  Weatray  was  to 
expose  himself  to  a  dimate  quite  unauiled 
lo  bis  constitDtion,  and  perhapa  lo  harden 
the  congregation  with  an  invalid  miniater, 
whereaa  by  demitting  now  they  were  free ) 
and  he  having  every  reason  to  expect 
reatoratlon  to  perfect  health  by  reaidence 
in  ihs  aonlb,  would  bare  the  prospect  of  apj 
farther  naefalneai  ia  tlM  Master's  lerriee.     Mr 


The  Tsrioas  meinben  of  presbytery  fasTing 
expressed  ibcir  very  high  regard  for  Hr. 
Craiekahank'a  gifts  and  qaalities  both  as  to 
head  and  heart,  tbeir  legrft  at  losing  him 
as  a  eo-presbyter,  and  tlieir  fervent  prayer 
that  he  may  be  soon  restored  to  complete 
health,  and  that  the  Qreat  Head  of  the 
Church  may  soon  open  up  for  bim  a 
sphere  of  nsefalneia  in  a  more  congenial 
locality,  Mr.  Ingram  having  engaged  in 
prayer,  Mr  Cruickshank's  name  was 
dropped  from  the  roll.  Mr.  Bncbanan 
waa  appointed  lo  preach  the  Westray 
church  vacant  on  the  Sd  Sabbath  of  May. 
Mr.  Ingram  was  Bppoinl«d  moderator  of 
the  Weatray  session.  Mr.  Nisbet  in- 
timaled,  that  having  received  a  naanimoiu 
iiiviiation  from  tbe  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Natiunsl  Bible  Society  b(  Scotland  to 
become  viaiting  secretary  to  the  Society, 
he  desired  lo  lay  on  Ihe  tsble  the  demis- 
sion uf  his  charge  in  Slromneas,  Ur. 
BDchRt]an  was  appointed  to  intimate  Mr. 
Nisbet'e  demission  to  the  Stromneas  con- 
gregation on  Sabbath  first,  and  to  request 
them  to  appear  for  their  intereats  at  next 
meeting  of  presbytery,  to  be  held  at  Kirk- 
wall on  the  4lh  May.— This  presbytery 
met  again  at  Kirkwall  on  the  4th  May- 
Mr.  Buncimsn,  mod  era  or — and  taatained 
a  nnanimouB  call  to  Mr.  Qeorge  S,  Souter, 
preacher,'  by  the  congregation  of  Sandwick. 
Mr.  Buchanan  reported  that  he  had 
intimated  to  the  Stromneas  congregation 
Mr.  ^iabet'a  demiasion,  and  thai  Messr*. 
James  Spenee  and  James  Pletc  had  been 
appointed  commiasionerj.  The  commia- 
aionera were  now  hrard;  they  stated  that 
an  increase  of  stipend  had  been  offered  by 
Ibe  congregation,  and  that  much   regret 


then  beard,  and  adhered  to  his  de- 
mission. The  various  members  of  pres- 
bytery having  expressed  their  deep  regret 
at  parting  with  Mr.  Nisbet,  and  their  high 
esteem  for  bim  as  a  man  and  a  minister, 
tendered  to  him  their  cordial  thanks  for 
his  servicea  as  clerk,  and  declared  their 
entire  satiafaction  with  the  manner  in 
which,  he  bad  diacharged  the  duties  of  that 
~         Mr.  Hogeraon  having  engaged  ii 


the  roll  of  presbytery.  Mr.  Bunciman 
waa  unanimously  chosen  clerk  of  prea- 
b^iery  in  room  of  Hr.  Niebet.  Mr.  Bud- 
ciman  baring  vacated  the  chair,  Mr. 
Buchanan  was  elected  moderator  of  prea- 
hytery.  Mr.  Fleming  was  appointad 
modeiator  of  the  Siromnesa  session,  and 
to  preach  and  declare  the  chorch  TaODt 
on  Sabbath  first.  Mr.  Bunciman  w» 
ipoiiited  moderator  of  the  Wick  aeaiion, 
r.  Bunciman  was  appointed  to  t*k«  Mr. 
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Niibet'B  place  w  membeT  of  iht  Sjnod'i  prepare  and  fi>r«ard  to  Mr.  Lamb  an 
Committee  on  Bitla  and  OvertDrea.  Next  addrcu,  coafejing  to  bim  the  conjiratulu- 
meeting  of  presbrccry  to  be  held  at  Kirk-  liooa  and  beet  wisbes  of  tbe  presbvtery. 
wall,  OD  tbe  fine  Tueaday  of  Joly.  Uwar*.  James  C.  Hunter  and  Jani«« 
Paulev  and  Oreenoci.^Thia  pregbjlerj  Crawford  ddirered  part  of  their  triaU  for 
met  at  iDneUan,  14th  April.  A  call  to  licence,  which  waa  sustained. — Thij 
Mr.  J.  B.  Tbomson,  from  Qeorge  Sqaare,  preibjterj  met  again  on  tbs  2[at  April. 
Greenock,  waa  anitained.  Mr.  Tbomson,  Mr.  Lumb'a  anawer  to  tba  presbyterj't 
being  present,  accepted  ttte  call.  Mr.  addrea*,  nolieed  in  lait  minate,  waa  read. 
Robert  Henderson  wai  ordained  to  the  The  inveslinent  of  Misi  Uonej'a  gift  of 
conf{regatioD  of  Inneiian — Mr.  Younj;,  £1000  for  bunariei  wai  reported,  as  also 
Oreenock,  Mr.  Mar""<  Batb,  and  Mr.  draft  regnlaliona  fur  [he  administration  of 
Elder,  Paisley,  conilucling  the  aeriices.  the  Honey  Bursary  Fund.  Tbe  presliv< 
— Slsi  April,  met  at  Puialey,  Mr.  Toung  terj  adopted  tbe  regulations  ad  interim, 
and  Mr.  M'Master,  sLadants,  gare  dis-  and  ga«e  the  committee  cordial  tbanka 
courses,  which  were  aastained.  Agreed  fur  the  manner  in  which  it  had  travelled 
to  irantmit  to  tbe  Synod  memorial  from  tn  this  business.  Leitera  were  read  auent 
Wemjas  Bay,  requesting  authority  to  elect  supplement  to  Newbqrgh  stipend,  and* 
as  managerc,  ont  of  twelvp.  three  ia  fail  aneiit  Mr,  Landale's  mortification  for 
coRimnnion  with  Ihc  Free,  United,  or  Re-  behoof  of  tbe  poor  of  the  late  second 
formed  Freabjterian  Churchea,  beinn  seat-  congregation  Newbnrgh;  and  these 
holders.  Agreed  to  adopt  the  following  matters  were  disposed  of,  tbe  reqniijie 
oiennre,  and  appointed  Mr.  Inglia  and  instnietions  reganiiog  the  latter  tieiDg 
Mr.  Hotchiaon  to  support  it:— '-Whereaa  given  to  tbe  clerk.  Mesara.  Hunter  and 
tbe  sabjecu  appointed  aa  irialn  to  a  Ciawfurd  gave  tbe  remainder  of  their 
preacher  for  ordination  are  alinnat  idea-  trials  fur  licence,  which  were  sustained  j 
tical  with  those  appointed  an  dials  for  and  they  were  licensed  to  preach  the 
licence,  which  the  preacher  has  already  gospel,  and  to  exercise  their  gifts  bji  pro- 
performed  to  the  satinficiion  of  the  pres-  baliuners  for  tbe  holy  ministry  in  the 
bytery  by  whom  he  was  Jlceneed  {  and  United  PreBbyterian  Church.  The  next 
whereas,  after  a  preacher  has  been  regn-  meeting  Was  appointed  to  be  held  on  the 
larly  called   by  a  congregation,  and  the  SJ  of  Jnne. 

call  has  been  sustained,  it  shoald  be  civen  Stirling. — This  preibytery  met  on  the 
effect  to  by  tbe  presbytery  if  they  are  7ih  April— Rev.  W.  D.  Moffat, 
Mtisftcd  with  his  character  and  aoundness  niaderator.  Mr.  Moffat  read  the  report 
in  the  faith:  it  is  hereby  uvertured  by  the  of  the  committee  appointed  to  examine 
I^resbytery  of  Paisley  and  Greenock  [hat  the  draft  coostitation  of  Tilliconltry 
tbe  Synod  shall  limit  the  trials  for  ordina-  congregation,  which  scaled  that  the 
lioD  to  one  thesis,  on  a  subject  appuiuted  committee  highly  approved  of  said  draft 
by  the  presbytery,  and  an  examination  on  as  conforniabie  lu  the  model  given  in  the 
practical  religion;  or  take  such  other  Poriai  of  Procedure.  Tbe  preabytery 
measarea  as  they  may  deem  most  fit  to  accordingly  sanctioned  the  conititutiOQ  of  ~ 
ascertain  the  scriptural  character  of  the  Tillicoultry  chnrch.  It  was  agreed  to 
preacher's  teaching.*  instruct  the  clerk  to  write  to  all  session 
Perth. — This  presbytery  met  on  the  clerks  in  the  bounds,  inquiring  whether 
34tb  March.  Circular  anent 'saggestions '  their  respective  congregations  are  in 
for  raising  the  minimum  stipend  of  the  possession  of  constitutions.  Mr.  MofTii, 
Chnrch  above  its  present  standard  was  as  convener  of  Statistical  Committee,  read 
read  ;  and  is  «a8  agreed  to  give  the  effort  the  report  for  1873.  The  report  was 
for  this  parpose  all  the  sopport  which  the  received,  and  the  committee  re-appointed. 
presbytery  can.  MesniB.  Pettigrsw  and  Further  supply  waa,  on  application,  made 
Granger,  with  Mr.  James  Dewar,  elder,  to  Viewfield  pulpit,  Mr.  Kirk  read  the 
were  appointed  me'mbers  of  the  Synod's  report  of  the  Augmentation  Committee, 
Committee  of  Bills  and  Overtures.  The  which  indicated  an  increase  on  tost  year's 
remit  na  Union  in  England  was  con-  contributions.  Considered  the  remit  on 
sidered ;  and  the  clerk  and  Mr.  Petti-  Synod  Clerkshipi,  and  generally  approved 
grew  were  appointed  to  report  the  raiad  of  the  recommendations  of  the  com- 
of  the  presbytery  thereon,  as  it  had  been  mittee.  Agreed  to  the  proposed  questions 
Bxpressed  by  the  members.  Tbe  atten-  in  the  remiianentProbationers ;  cordially 
tion  of  the  presbytery  baving  been  eslted  approved  of  the  Scheme  of  Snperiu- 
to  tbe  fact,  that  before  next  meeting  Mr.  tendence  ol'  Young  Persons.  Agreed  to 
Lamb,  the  senior  pastor  of  Erro],  will,  if  set  apart  a  portion  of  next  meeting  as  a 
■pared,  have  entered  on  the  sixtieth  year  conference  for  considering  the  question  as 
of  bis  ministry,  the  moderator  and  Mr.  to  the  best  manner  of  conducting  prayer- 
Clark  were    appointed   a    committee    to  meetings. 
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Sandaiek,  Ortn^—ia.T.  O.  S.  SonUr,         Lerait. —The    Bev.    William   HiUv, 

A.M.,  CarnoniriR,  calleii,  laie  of  Falicirk,  iadDcled  aScb  April. 

/■oTjMiw^.Otiusoia.— The  Rev.  William         Camphill,  Olai^te.—Tba  Ber.  Joicph 

Yoang,    A.M.,    Lill>e«lear,    'caUed    S8(h  Corbett,  late  of  MancbMier,  indacied  6ilt 

.■April.  Maj.  "         

Cere*  (Wesi).— Mr.  Q.  M.  Hair,  Glai-  obituabt. 

gow,  called  SOih  April.  At  Edinbnrgb,  on  34thHa7,  ihe  Ber.  Wm. 

King'ii  KeUle.^-Mr 'Wiltiam  Ltei,  Glas-  Juhnaton,  D.D.,  Limekilng.in  tbeT4tb;eif 

CO'',  ualled.  uf  bid  Hge,  and  Slit  of  his  ministrr. 

'■■      ■      "J     —Mr.    John         Died  at  Gl>»go«,  May  lat.  Rev.  J.  G, 

id.  Stewart  of  Calton  Chnrch. 


^ont^lu  gletrosptcf. 

THE  MAY  MEETINGS. 
Tbe  month  of  Hay  has  been  a  favourite  irith  poete,  and  they  have  anng  Bveptlj 
of  the  great  beautj  which  it  brings,  and  the  yet  greater  which  it  promiBes.  Tlie 
poets,  howeTer,  in  this  instADce,  as  in  a  few  others,  have  drawn  largelr  on  tiieir 
fancy,  or  gooe  baclc  to  a  period  too  remote  for  the  recollection  even  of  the  'oldest 
{□habitant.'  For  really  May  ie  generally  a  most  tautaUzing  month,  and  io  tbe 
eastern  rejjion  of  our  land  tends  often  to  anything  hut  health  and  comfort;  k> 
that,  in  the  forthcoming  editions  of  their  irorkH,  it  irould  be  well,  if  the  neceseitia 
of  rhyme  will  permit,  for  the  poeta  to  advance  a  little  farther  into  the  year,  and 
transfer  the  praises  of  Hay  to  the  'leafy  mouth  of  June.'  For  the  Chrietiati 
philanthropist,  however,  May  has  many  charms.  It  is  the  chosen  month  for  reli- 
gious gatheriogs ;  and  in  Che  large  ccntn.>s  of  population,  and  especially  in  Londcm, 
we  have  congregated  Christian  labourers  from  all  poroons  of  'the  field  which  is 
the  world,'  and  reports  given  as  to  the  pi'ogresg  of  the  work,  and  the  meana  of 
carrying  it  on  and  forwa^.  In  looking  over  the  earnest  and  able  speeches  which 
are  given  at  these  gatherings,  the  large  sums  contributed,  and  the  account  of  work 
done  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  one  feels  prompted  to  exclaim,  '  Surely  miUennial 
days  draw  nigh ! '  But,  on  the  other  hand,  when  one  thinks  of  the  undeveloped 
resources  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  '  the  land  that  yet  remains  to  be  poaeeeeed,' 
one  ia  not  so  jubilant  over  the  past,  or  hopeful  of  the  immediate  present.  Facto 
are  stubborn  things,  and  statiBtics  hare  sometimes  a  somewhat  saddening  effect; 
and  when  one  reads  of  the  tens  that  are  even  nominally  ChHstian,  and  the  tens  of 
thousands  that  are  still  unchristian  or  an ti christian,  the  great  need  is  seen  for 
earnest,  unremitting,  and  self-sacrificing  work. 

It  is  impossible  to  notice,  however  briefiy,  the  meetings  of  the  variou.s  Agsocia- 
tions  in  London  and  elsewhere,  but  we  may  be  permitted  to  refer  to  the  teiith  tri- 
ennial Conference  of  the  Liberation  Society.  According  tu  tbe  teetiiiiouy  of  one 
who  was  present,  it  waa  judged  that  there  were  nearly  7000  of  an  audience,  while 
the  speeches  of  such  men  as  Mr.  Spurgeon,  Mr.  Dale  of  Birmingbani,  and  Ur. 
Button  of  Paisley,  met  with  an  enthusiaatic  response. 

Naturally  we  turn  with  interest  to  the  meetings  of  our  own  Synod,  Seldom 
has  it  had  more  important  work  of  various  kinds  before  it.  The  opening  serroon 
by  Dr.  Brown  waa,  as  might  have  been   expected,  clear,  vigorous,  pomt«d,  and 

EracticaL  When  he  spoke  of  the  ministry  as  being  a  ministry  and  not  a  aiaecnrt, 
B  spoke  with  all  the  weight,  not  of  truth  only,  but  of  personal  example.  No  one 
has  devoted  Unuelf  during  a  lengthened  period  more  heartily  and  wholly,  and  ia 
varioiu  directions,  to  the  duties  of  his  office  than  Dr.  Brown.  In  unanimously 
electing  Dr.  Thomson  of  Broughton  Place  as  bis  successor,  the  Synod  felt  that  it 
was  only  doing  justice  to  one  who,  by  his  ability,  accomplishments,  and  great 
services,  had  done  it  honour.  Tbe  question  that  stirred  deepest  and  strongeat 
feeling  waa  that  of  Union  in  England.  Tbe  close  division  showed  how  great  wh 
the  diversity  of  vibw ;  but  it  was  felt  that  however  the  queation  might  have  been 
settled,  the  consequences  were  of  great  gravity.  The  subject  of  theological  educa- 
tion is  at  all  times,  but  especially  in  theae  days,  one  of  ntmost  moment,  and  the 
time  has  surely  come  for  our  Church  giving  it  its  beat  consideration,  and  devot- 
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JDg  to  il  ila  Qtraoet  strengtb.  It  U  well,  therefore,  that  the  important  chftogeB 
cantemplated  in  our  Hull  arraDgementa  ihould  receive  tlie  calm  and  careful  con- 
BideratioD  of  the  whole  Church.  The  retirement  of  Mr.  Peddie  from  the  office  of 
Treasnrer,  wMch  he  hiia  held  for  forty  years  with  greatest  honour,  touched  the 
vrhole  Synod  deeply ;  while  the  record  of  the  departure  of  beloved  fathers  and 
brethren,  specially  of  such  emieent  office-bearers  aa  Professor  M'Michael  and  Mr. 
Thomas,  was  felt  to  be  very  impressive,  la  filing  the  minimum  stipend  at  £200 
1  y«ar,  the  Synod  wisely  discerned  '  the  signs  of  the  times.'  We  cannot,  consider- 
ing ttie  honourable  character  which  the  ministry  of  ourChurch  has  ever  maintaioeil, 
even  when  sorely  preesed  with  the  ren  ani/viilie,  altogether  Bubscribe  to  a  saying 
ofteD  qnoted  by  Dr.  Guthrie,  'A  scandalous  maintenauce  makes  a  scandalous 
miotBtry,'  but  the  state' of  things,  as  to  pecuniary  matters,  amount  a  large  portion 
of  oor  ministry  has  been  very  crushing :  and  now,  when  wealth  ts  being  so  largely 
increased  in  almost  all  classes,  it  is  meet  that  the  labourer  in  the  Christian  vineyard 
shan\i  receive  also  due  reward.  The  Disestablishment  question  was  treated  with 
much  esreestness  and  ability.  It  is  felt  mnre  and  more  that  the  evils  that  result 
from  the  existing  Establish menta  are  manifold  and  destructive.  Not  only  do  they 
inlict  a  gross  injustice  on  those  who  do  not  belong  to  them,  but  they  utterly  vitiate 
the  views  of  the  people  as  to  their  rights  and  their  duty  in  matters  of  religion. 
The  conference  on  the  present  relijnous  awakening  was  felt  to  be  desirabM,  and 
pre  an  opportunity  for  the  outepo)cen  interchange  of  opinion,  which  was  largely 
embraced.  It  was  cheering  to  haten  to  tlie  aocounts  given  of  good  done,  and  ex- 
pectations of  yet  greater  good  to  be  acconjplished  in  all  parts  of  the  county. 
Id  CDonectioD  with  this,  one  drawKick  is  to  be  noticed  and  lamented,  viz,  that  the 
increase  of  the  uembership  of  onr  Church  is  not  in  the  ratio  of  the  increase  of  the 
popaUtion.  The  causes  of  this  are  not  far  to  seek.  With  the  increase  of  wealth, 
tiiere  has  been  a  vast  increase  of  luxury  aniongst  all  classes;  and  in  more  educated 
circles  a  drearv  materialisof  and  utter  abnegation  of  religions  faith  is  widely  preva- 
lent and  wofully  destructive.  These  things  are  against  us.  But  whilst  there  is 
mach  cause  for  lamentation,  there  is  none  for  despair.  The  tide  will  turn,  and 
meu  viU  yet  seek  onto  the  Lord,  and  multitudes  be  added  to  the  Church. 
No  one  can  review  the  proceedings  of  Synod  without  being  impressed  with  the 
healthful  and  vigorous  life  tbat  abounds  within  our  borders,  with  the  great  activity 
that  prevails,  and  the  valuable  work  that  ia  being  done,  aod  with  the  power  which, 
"hile  it  ia  exerted  effectively  and  on  a  large  scale  meanwhile,  is  yet  capable  of 
indefinite  increase.     '  The  Lord  hath  been  mindful  of  us ;  He  will  bless  US.' 

PROPOSED  ABOLITION  OF  PATRONAGE  IN  THE  CH0RCH  OF 
SCOTLAND, 
Thi:  Duke  of  Richmond's  Bill  for  the  abolition  of  patronage  in  the  Chunjh  of  Scot- 
land is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  'signs  of  the  times.'  Coming  from  such  a 
quarter,  coming  so  late,  and  coming  at  all,  are  all  marvels.  It  proposes  to  con- 
sider 'vested  interests'  by  giving  patrons  one  year's  stipend  in  Keu'of  their  giving 
"p  their  riglit  to  present,  and  to  suffer  Crown  patronage  to  cease  and  determine 
withoat  reward.  Further,  it  proJ)09es  that  the  minister  shall  be  appointed  by  a 
committee  selectedby  the  male  communicants.  The  Duke  of  Richmond  proposes 
this  Bill  in  the  interests  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  as  an  improvement  on  its 
pWBoat  condition.  The  attitude  of  our  Church  in  opposing  the  abolition  of  pat- 
fona;;e  is  denounced  as  unworthy.  It  is  not  unwortiy,  and  is  surely  conastent. 
We  regard  church  establishments  as  an  evil ;  and  surely  what  requires  to  be  done 
Bith  au  evil  is  not  to  seek  to  improve  it,  but  to  sweep  it  away. 

In  this  connection  we  may  refer  to  a  little  incident  at  a  recent  meeting  of  a 
School  Board,  at  which  the  qnestion  of  the  fees  to  be  exacted  at  the  different 
ichools  under  its  care  was  being  discussed.  The  schools,  up  to  the  time  of  the 
pasaiijg  of  the  recent  Education  Bill,  hail  occupied,  as  to  ii^munities  and  privileges, 
<]nite  different  pontions.  Some  had  been  fostered  and  favoured  by  the  State, 
others  left  to  the  care  of  those  who  might  charge  themselves  with,  the  responsibility 
ttereot.  At  said  meeting,  a  member  of  tlij  Ekard,  of  very  pronounced  Conserva- 
tive opinions,  said  that  he  thought  '  the  fees  at  aU  the  schools  should  be  exactly 
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the  Battle,  and  tin  adeatilage  given  to  one  ovrr  another.'  This  was  felt  to  be  jnal 
and  waa  at  once  agreed  to.  But  doea  not  this  priuciple  apply  as  much  to  chun^cs 
aatOBchoola? 

8TBANGEBS'  MEETING  IN  BDINBOEGH. 
The  time  when  a  young  man  leaves  hia  home  in  the  countrj'  and  goes  to  the  grext 
city  IB  one  of  deep  interest  and  great  peril.  Perhaps,  trained  in  a  godly  home, 
and  the  child  of  many  prayers,  he  goes  reeulred  to  walk  in  the  way  of  nisdom. 
But  aa  even  the  most  strongly  built  ship  is  shivered  nhen  driven  hy  various  winds 
on  sanken  rocks,  bo  the  force  of  strong  temptation  has  shattered  many  a  virtuous 
tOBolve,  and  nflned  many  a  well-intentioned  youth.  Many-many  tears  have  been 
shed  'in  secret  places,'  away  among  remote  valleys  and  in  humble  homes,  bj 
desolate  niotbers  who  have  been  robbed  of  those  whom  tbey  trusted  to  be  their 
staff  and  stay,  their  pride  and  joy.  How  important,  then,  that  every  effort  be 
made  for  the  abieldlng  of  inexperienced  youth  from  danger,  and  providing  meaiia 
whereby  tJiey  may  meet  thoae  who  will  guide  and  encourage  them,  and  help  them 
to  stand  'in  the  old  paths!' 

We  have  much  pleasure,  therefore,  ia  giving  an  authorized  account  of  u 
Association  which  has  been  formed  in  Edinborgh  for  this  purpose.  Its  norkiti^i 
have  been  most  satisfactory,  and  it  is  worthy  of  attention  and  imitation.  Especiallj 
parents  whose  children,  and  ministers  in  the  country  whose  youthful  members,  me 
removing  to  the  metropolis,  should  diligently  avail  themselTes  of  its  manifold 
advantages  in  behalf  of  their  imperilled  charges. 

'Takingthe  hint  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Moody  while  in  Edinburgh,  that  means  ehoulil 
bo  adopted  to  get  hold  of  jouog  men  coming  as  strangers  to  Edinburgh,  a  com-' 
mittee,  consisting  of  delegates  from  the  Edinburgh  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion, the  Sabbath  Momiog  Fellowship  Union,  aud  tbeaFree  Church  Young  Men's 
Societies  Union,  was  recently  formed  to  carry  on  a  weekly  meeting  for  strangew. 
The  directors  of  the  Edinburgh  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  kindly  granted 
the  nse  of  their  rooms  for  the  purpose,  and  the  success  has  already  been  verj 
encouraging.  Hie  meeting  begins  at  eight  o'clock  every  Uonday  evening,  anil 
lasts  for  two  hours.  A  good  tea  is  provided,  the  Bible  is  read,  a  general  converea- 
tioD  takes  pl&ce  on  some  subject  previously  agreed  on,  and  the  proceedings  are 
oloBod  with  worship.  Ten  or  twelve  memba«  of  committee  are  always  present,  to 
make  the  acquaintance  of  the  straogeis,  and  to  see  how  they  can  he  helped  in 
procuring  suitable  lodgings  or  situations,  and  introduced  to  right  companionsliipi 
and  some  evangelical  congregation.  Our  great  object  is  to  make  the  strangers  feel 
they  are  not  friendless,  and  to  win  them,  if  they  have  not  already  been  won,  to  the 
service  of  Christ.  It  is  now  ten  weeks  since  the  meeting  began,  and  we  have  had, 
on  an  average,  six  or  seven  new  friends  added  each  evening,  all  of  whom  aeem 
pleased  to  Snd  snch  a  means  of  finding  friendly  acquaintances  provided  for  them. 
The  meeting  is  not  yet  very  well  known  m  the  provincial  towns  and  country 
districts,  from  which  yout^  men  are  constantly  coming  to  Edinburgh  to  bosineii 
or  to  college.  It  will  therefore  be  a  special  favoar  if  ministers  and  others  in- 
terested will  recommend  any  snch  whom  they  ksow  of  to  make  thmr  way  to  the 
Strangers'  Meeting.' 

THE  LATE  DR.  JOHNSTON,  LIMEKILNS. 

It  is  with  deepregret  we  nOdce  the  death  of  Dr.  Johnston  of  Limekilns.  Be  may 
be  said  to  have  died  '  in  harness,'  as  his  fatal  illness,  of  only  a  few  days'  duration, 
overtook  him  while  supporting  in  the  Synod  his  motion  on  the  Disestablishmeat 
question,  ffe  hope  to  give,  in  an  early  namber,  a  fitting  record  of  one  who 
occupied  so  long  a  place  of  high  honour  and  p«at  usefulness  amongst  as. 

Printed  by  Mobr.it  and  Gibb,  II,  Queen  Street,  and  Published  by  WiliuH 
Oliphabt  aud  Co^  57,  North  Frederick  Street,  Edinburgh,  on  the  iBt  of  Jus* 
1074. 
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DATID  LIVTNGSTONB, 

BT  BEV.  WILLIAM  GKAHAM, 

I  LATELY  passed  by  the  hoaae  in  Hamiltan  where  Livingatone's  two  daaghtere 
and  his  two  sisters  reside.  I  heard  in  the  darkening  the  aonnd  of  music,  and 
■  I  stood  Htill  to  listen.  Tidings  were  eagerly  expected  of  the  close  of  the 
wonderful  funeral  journey  acrosa  Africa,  and  that  UamiltoD  cottage  was  the 
place  which,  I  believe,  rflee  up  before  him  alongside  of  heaven,  when,  nearly 
a  year  ago,  he  eaid  in  the  far  centre  of  Africa,  'I  am  going  home.'  It  was 
H  slow,  soft  air.  I  conld  not  make  it  out ;  it  might  well  have  been,  '  Home 
they  brought  her  Warrior  dead,'  or  '  The  Land  of  the  Leal,'  or  some  of 
those  old  Scottish  melodies  he  loved  so  well  I  passed  on,  but  felt  I  had  got 
nearer  to  the  great  traveller.  It  is  called  '  TTlva  Cottage.'  Nest  to  it  is  a 
smaller  and  plainer  cottage,  where,  when  Livingstone  came  home  in  the  first 
Bosh  of  his  glory  as  a  traveller  and  discoverer  in  1856,  his  mother  lived. 

Many  years  before,  his  father  had  come  from  the  far-off  Ulva,  among  the 
Hebrides,  of  which  Scott  speaks  in  the  'Lord  of  the  Isles' : 
'  Ulva  dftrk,  and  Colonaa;, 
And  all  the  gronpa  of  isUu  gray, 
That  guard  luoei  StaSti  round.' 

He  settled  down  at  Blantyre,  -at  the  other  side  of  the  Clyde,  as  clerk  in 
the  newly-built  and  still-standing  Blantyre  Mills.  Livingstone  was  bom  in 
Blantyre  in  1813 ;  so  that  when  he  died,  last  4th  May,  he  had  passed  bis 
sixtieth  year.  Bat  when  a  man  is  bom,  generations  back  are  bom  with  him. 
An  American  wriUir  has  well  said, '  Every  man  is  an  omnibns,  which  carries, 
at  least,  seven  or  eight  ancestors ; '  and  he  accoants  physiologically  for  the 
marvellous  oppositea  and  even  antagonisms  in  oar  nature,  by  supposing  that 
tt  one  stage  an  ancestor  of  marked  temperament,  and  again  in  another,  one 
eqnally  but  oppositely  marked,  comes  to  the  front,  drives  for  the  time  the 
aomihas,  and  so  directs  the  man. 

I  believe  there  is  great  truth  in  this.  There  is  mach  in  the  doctrine  of 
,^,ce ;  a  man  Is  heir  to  more  than  he  knows  from  his  fathers  and  mothers 

at  were  before  him ;  and,  in  fact,  there  is  de^  troth  alike  of  science  and 

criptnre  in  onr  federal  relations  to  our  first  father  Adam.  I  can  trace 
JUich  of  Livingstone  to  old  Ulva,  vrith  its  surf-blown  shores,  its  bare 
mountains,  and  lonely  moors.     How  mach  these  inflneaces,  that  took 
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ceDtnries  to  gather,  made  this  LiTingstotie  a  travdler,  and,  in  the  end,  sent 
him  out  from  the  sweet  nplands  of  Blantjre,  and  the  orchard-hmig  banks  oF 
the  apper  Clyde,  one  cannot  say  5  bnt  they  were  there.  He  tells  na,  in  his 
antobiograpby,  that  his  great-grandfather  died  on  Cnlloden  field,  fighting 
with  the  old  Jacobite  heat  for  Prince  Charles,  Livingstone  himself  alwap 
Uked  the  forlorn  hope,  and  to  the  weak  side  was  always  loyal ;  and  he,  too, 
fell  on  the  wide  African  field  of  battle.  Bat  he  got  from  his  ancestors  more 
than  inborn,  inblooded  love  of  sea-shore  and  far  indrawn  bill  and  lake,  and 
soldierly  endurance  and  prowess ;  he  got  what  was  the  granite  ba^s  of  his 
character — honesty.  lie  writes  :  '  Grandfather  could  give  particnlars  of  the 
lives  of  his  ancestors  for  sis  generations  (he  mnst  thns  have  gone  back  to  1600) 
of  the  family  before  him,  and  the  only  point  of  tradition  I  feel  prond  of  was 
this :  One  of  these  poor  hardy  islanders  wag  renowned  in  the  district  for 
threat  wisdom  and  pmdence,  and  it  is  related  that  when  he  was  on  his  death- 
bed he  called  all  liis  children,  and  said,  "  Kow,  in  my  lifetime,  I  have  searched 
most  carefally  through  all  the  traditions  I  conld  find  of  our  family,  and  I 
never  could  discover  that  there  was  a  dishonest  man  among  onr  forefathers. 
If,  therefore,  yon  or  any  of  your  children  should  take  to  dishonest  ways,  it 
will  not  be  becanse  it  runs  in  your  blood— it  does  not  belong  to  yoa.  I 
leave  this  precept  with  you— be  honest," '  He  adds,  also, '  Grandfather  was 
a  small  farmer  in  L'lva.  I  remember  him  telling  us  stories  wonderfnlly  hke 
those  round  African  evening  fires,' 

Had  Livingstone  adopted  a  coat  of  arms,  he  might  have  put  for  his  crest 
a  lion,  and  added  his  lion-crnsbed  shonlder  with  the  motto  '  Be  Honest'— 
these  on  the  ground  not  of  azure  or  gule  or  argent,  bnt  of  African  desert 
colour.  This  little  flush  of  pride  in  his  old  Celtic  or  I^orse  Ulva  anceslor 
is  the  right  pride  of  birth.    Here  is  the  real  blue  blood  of  the  aristocracy  :— 

'From  jon  blae  bearen  abore  na  bent, 
The  grand  old  gardener  and  bis  nife 
Smile  at  the  claima  of  long  degcenl. 
Howe'er  it  be,  it  leems  to  me, 
'Tis  only  noble  to  ba  good; 
Kind  bearta  nre  more  than  coronets, 
And  simple  faith  than  Norman  blood.' 

His  father,  moreover,  was  a  Christian  man,-  a  small  tea-dealer — 'too 
honest,'  as  he,  in  grim  humoar,  but  I  hope  with  much  exaggeration,  says, 
'  ever  to  become  rich.'  In  the  early  part  of  "this  century,  the  Haldanile 
movement  was  the  revival  movement  of  the  time,  and,  stirred  by  it,  the  father 
of  Livii^stone  walked  across  from  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  in  Blantyre  to  the 
little  Independent  Church  in  Hamilton.  Men  did  not  feel  mnch  in  those 
days  a  long  walk  to  church.  Now,  either  our  religion  qf  muscles  have  be- 
come weaker.  '  My  father  died,'  he  says,  'in  1856.  I  was  at  the  time 
travelling  near  the  Znmbo  river,  expecting  no  greater  pleasure,  in  my  connlrj, 
than  sitting  by  our  cottage  fire  and  telling  him  my  travels.  I  revere  his 
memory.' 

His  mother  was  like-minded  with  his  father.  One— himself  a  bom  phil- 
anthropist, cheering  and  seeking  out  that  he  may  cheer  many,  who  soothed 
the  long  sick  days  of  that  finely-touched  genins,  David  Gray,  with  ministra. 
tions  to  both  soul  and  body,  and  who  befriended  one  of  ScoUfwid's  nobles, 
women  in  her  hnmble  lot  and  unqnenchable  enthusiasm,  the  blind  poetess 
Janet  Hamilton — gives  ns  a  few  points  we  are  glad  to  leam.  *  While  not 
insensible,'  saya  William  Logan,  of  Glasgow,  '  to  the  great  honour  which 
iiad  been  paid  her  illnstrious  son,  his  mother  was  by  no  means  elated  with  it, 
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and,  in  coarse  of  conversatioD,  more  than  once  referred  to  the  joy  she  felt 
when  (to  qnote  her  own  nords)  "  My  Davie  brocht  hame  his  first  half-crown 
u)d  smilingly  threw  it  into  my  lap."  This,  she  most  emphatically  said,  gave 
her  "mair  real  pleaanre  than  a'  that  I've  heard  or  read  about  him  sinRe." 
She  was  indeed  a  mother  in  Israel,  and  died  firmly  and  lovingly  trusting  in 
Christ.  Upon  the  tombstone  of  his  father  and  mother  Livingstone  expresses 
tbuiks  to  Ood  "  for  poor  and  pions  parents." ' 

The  family,  ve  can  see,  was  snch  an  one  as  Bnma  describes  in  his  '  Cottar's 
Satorday  Night,'  or  in  the  eage  and  very  hnman  talk  of  his  dog  Lnath. 
Contrary  to  the  new  Edncation  Act,  Livingstone  was  sent-to  the  Biantyre 
mill  to  be  a  piecer  at  ten  years  of  ag©— a  good  training  for  the  fatnre 
African  explorer.  Up  at  five  or  six  in  the  morning,  working  often  till  eight 
in  the  evening,  summer  and  winter,  the  little  fellow  had  to  face  all  weathers 
as  he  went  to  the  mill.  For  years  he  worked  there,  till  he  was  nineteen ;  bat 
he  learnt  more  than  piecing  or  spinning  of  thread.  With  part  of  his  first 
veek's  wages  he  piircbased  Kuddiman's  Rudiments  of  Latin,  He  pieced 
and  spun  the  threads  drawn  from  it  into  his  mind.  Of  course  he  could  read 
English  well,  bat  be  was  not  content  with  that.  Grammar  schools  in  Scot- 
land, thanks  to  John  Knox,'  brought  what  is  now  called  the  higher  edaca- 
tioD  to  the  poorest  ia  the  land  for  a  mere  pittance.  Edward  Irving,  a  man 
of  the  same  chivalrous  temper  as  Livingstoae,  as  I  have  read  in  the  account- 
books  of  the  old  schoolmaster,  Richard  Forrest  of  Annan,  was  taught  in  the 
year  1798  Latin  as  weli  as  other  things  for  one  and  sixpence  a  quarter. 
When  Livingstone  was  moving  up  and  down  hrfore  his  frame  piecing,  he 
had  his  Virgil  and  Horace  set  up  at  one  end  of  it,  and  had  time  to  fix  a  line' 
of  the  old  Latin  poet  in  his  young  Scottish  memory,  parse  it,  and  weave  it 
into  the  web  of  his  learning  and  thonght ;  and,  coming  back  for  another 
tliread,  caught  hold  of  another  line  of  the  .^neiil,  and  bo  learned  the  lan- 
KQ^e.  A  fact  like  this  should  stir  onr  young  friends  to  nobler  ambition. 
A  yoang  man  who  wills  to  learn  cannot  help  learning.  Dr.  Mason  Good, 
vE^Q  going  the  round  of  his  London  visits,  carried  pieces  of  the  book  of 
Job  in  his  hand,  and  translated  them.  Sir  James  Simpson  wrote  most  of 
his  papers  when  waiting  to  be  called  for  by  his  patients.  Scott  rose  np  two 
orthree  hours  before  others  in  the  morning,  and  produced  his  enormous 
library  of  books.  The  idlest  men  are  those  who  have  no  time  for  work ; 
the  industrious  make  it.  Just  as  grains  of  gold  and  fiiiugs  of  diamonds  are 
carnally  swept  and  sifted,  and  made  to  adorn  and  polish,  so,  and  much 
more,  with  grains  of  more  golden  and  filings  of  more  precious  time. 

Meantime,  he  was  also  learning  much  with  open  and  eager  eye  in  his 
boyish  rambles  on  the  banks  of  the  Clyde,  and  beginning  to  handle  tho^e 
two  keys  of  science — botany  and  geology — which  should  afterwards  open  to 
him  rare  and  rich  treasure.  He  would  never  have  discovered  the  heart  of 
Africa  nnless  he  had  first  discovered  what  lay  at  his  feet  and  around  him  in 
Biantyre.  Clyde  with  its  Falls  first,  and  then  the  Zambesi  and  its  African 
Niagara.  Let  ns  pause  to  emphasize  the  lesson  to  the  yonng,  and  indeed  to 
all,  of  being  faithful  in  littles,  and  building  up  of  small  stones  the  lighthouse 
or  the  fortress  of  the  mind.  The  building  I  Uke  best  along  the  docks  is  that 
boilt  up  of  small  angalar  pieces,  each  of  them  lifting  np  higher  the  lamp  that 
directs  vessels  in  safety  to  the  harbour.  The  chapter  of  accidents,  it  has  been 
said,  is  the  Bible  of  fools.  '  Seest  thou,'  is  tme  now  as  of  old,  'a  man  diligent 
in  business  T  he  shall  not  stand  before  mean  men,  he  shall  stand  before  kings.' 
There  were,  moreover,  daily  before  him  memorable  historical  spots  connected 
vilh  Scotland's  two  mosX  heroic  eras,  Wallace  aod  the  War  of  independence, 
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and  the  CoTenantiers ;  and. chief  of  them  was  Bolhwell  Bridge,  as  rich  in 
heroic  memories  as  StirliDg  and  Bfumockbnrn,  and  richer  in  its  own  memories 
of  heavenly  courage  and  martyrdom.  These  melted  nnconsciously,  or  with 
fall  consent,  into  his  yoimg  heart,  and  turning  the  iron  of  heroism  into  tlie 
gold  of  martyrdcan,  equipped  him  for  his  own  battle.  But  a  deeper  and 
mightier  change  passed  over  Livingstone  about  his  sixteenth  or  seventeenth 
year,  which  he  describes  in  a  few  moving  words.  The  truths  of  the  gospel 
be  had  beard,  bnt  he  bad  not  seen,  when  a  change  came  to  him  which  he  declares 
wai  ad  marvellous  as  if  a  man  were  cared  of  colonr-blindneea.  The  old  words 
of  the  go!ipel  flashed  upon  him  with  new  colours,  heavenly  and  affecting ; 
the  love  of  God  in  the  death  of  Christ  for  sinners,  with  its  sweet  and  hn- 
measurable  depths,  opened  up  to  him ;  and  henceforth  he  was  drawn  to  Christ, 
and  from  that  day  he  determined  to  make  it  his  life  purpose  to  be  a  messenger 
of  Christ  to  others.  He  himself  says,  in  words  nnwontedly  warm  tor  him, '  In 
the-glow  of  love  which  Christianity  inspires,  I  soon  resolved  to  devote  my  lite 
to  the  alleviatioa  of  human  misery,  and  determined  to  prepare,  by  medical 
studies,  to  be  a  pioneer  of  Christianity  in  China.'  The  heart  of  God  is 
believed  and  felt  by  an  unrenewed  man  to  be  a  dreary  wilderness,  uninhabit- 
able and  f<»rbiddi£g,  or  a  hot  Sahara  desert,  from  which  nothing  comes  bnt 
the  scorching  and  dangerous  Gres  of  law  and  justice.  But  now  Livingstone 
has  got  into  it  through  Christ,  and  he  sees  it  to  be  a  rich  country,  full  of 
green  pastures  atid  de^  rivers  of  God,  full  of  water.  So  men  think  of  God 
as  they  formerly  thought  of  and  mapped  ont  Africa.  The  first  discovery 
Livingstone  made  of  God  in  Christ  was  the  greatest  discovery  be  ever  made. 
It  changed  his  whole  relation  to  Him,  and  also  to  the  purpose  and  mould  of 
his  life.  That  love  of  Christ,  moreover,  knit  him  as  he  had  never  been  before 
to  the  meanest  of  his  fellow-men,  and  made  him  gentle,  and  decided,  and  self- 
sacrificing  for  their  good. 

Oat  of  that  Blautyre  conver^n  came  every  wet  and  wounded  step  of  his 
dauntless  wandering,  as  also  those  spiritual  idyls,  full  of  highest  chivalry, 
which  Stanley  describes  when  on  Sabbath-days  he  gathered  his  few  and 
faithful  negro  servants  and  read  to  them  out  of  God's  Word,  and  spoke  to 
them  of  the  love  of  Jesus.  What  more  shall  come  out  of  it  yet,  in  far  down 
centuries  and  generations,  who  knows!  Africa's  heart  was  opened  by  the 
tonch  that  opened  Liviogstone's  to  Christ.  '  Therefore  despise  not  the  day 
of  small  things.'  Have  yoor  own  aonl  risited  of  Christ,  and  you  will  be 
opened  np  in  your  most  desolate  places  of  thought,  freed  from  slavery,  and 
made  rich  in  all  fmits  of  God.  Livingstone  tells  us.  also  of  the  advice  he  got 
from  a  good  old  man,  and  which' we  may  all  treasure  r  '  David  Hogg  addressed 
to  me  on  his  death-bed,  "  Now,  lad,  make  religion  the  every-day  business  of 
your  life,  and  not  a  thing  of  fits  and  starts ;  for  if  you  do  not,  temptation 
and  other  things  will  get  the  better  of  you."'  His  way  was  not  open  to 
China,  as  he  meant  originally,  but  in  1840  he  was  sent  bo  be  a  felloff- 
labonrer  of  Moffat  at  Kuraman, — a  place,  as  he  says, '  beyond  what  was  then 
the  utmost  bound  of  Enropean  civihsation  north  of  the  Cape  Colony.'  In 
spite  of  his  first  intention,  instead  of  going  to  the  old  stereotyped  civiHsation 
of  China,  he  is  sent  to  the  wild  jungle  of  African  barbarism.  So  does  Ood 
guide  our  steps.  Moffiat,  too,  went  there  against  his  original  plan.  He  told 
me  last  summer  thB,t  John  Williams  and  he  were  about  to  go  together  to  the 
SoBth  Sea  Islands,  Bnt  onr  good  Dr.  Wangh  said,  referring  to  their  both 
being  under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  was  afraid  the  two  young  men  bad 
not  wisdom  eno^h  between  them  for  such  a  work,  and  therefore  each  had 
I>eHer  be  sent  with  an  experienced  man,  the  one  to  the  Soatb  Seas,  and  the 
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other  to  Africa.  The  good  Dr.  Wangh  might  well  have  tmsted  snt'h  rare 
lads  as  WHIiuma  and  Moffat.  Bat  as  with  Jac«b,  in  his  dimness  of  sight, 
when  blessiug  Bphraim  and  Manasseh,  the  hands  were  laid  on  these  two 
contrary  to  the  original  design,  and  a  difFerent  lot  and  blessing  was  aJso  their 
portion. 

Suppose  Williams  had  not  gone  te  the  Sonth  Seas,  what  a  blank  in 
missionary  enterprise  I  And  if  Moffat  had  not  gone  to  Africa,  it  is  most 
likely  Livii^atone-'s  whole  life  would  have  been  changed.  It  is  not  imfittkig 
to  mention  that  LiriDgstone  was.ordained  in  the  old  SeceHsion  Albion  Chorcfa, 
London,  and  that  his  last  commanion  was  receired  in  the  charch  of  the 
majestic,  prophet-sonted  Edward  Irving,  who  once  dreamed  of  a  OHSeioa  life 
ID  Persia,  accordisg  to  what  he  deemed  the  apostolic  model,  and  frem  the 
hands  of  that  most  John-like  of  men,  James  Hamilton. 

So,  LiringBtone  went  stmight  into  the  midst  of  ^heer  barbarism.  He 
m%ht  easily  have  gone  on  S[»nniQ|r'  cotton,  and  gathered  a  large  fortane, 
spnn  out  of  the  great  mill  of  his  brain ;  or  he  might  hare  da;g  np  thv  coal 
and  iron  ronnd  him,  and  endowed  with  £500,000  some  chnrch  or  Bcheol,  as 
ntfia  who  started  at  the  same  point  and  in  the  place  have  done,  having 
millions  still  in  reserve ;  bat  he  became  neither  millowner  nor  coal  or  iron 
master,  nor  a  medieal  practitioner  in  London  or  Edinburgh.  He  teft  all 
and  b«»me  a  missionary.  He  had  the  Sams'  idea  of  a  missionary  as  the 
great  Dr.  Carey  had,  who  spoke  with  pity,  and  not  a  little  fatherly  contempt, 
of  his  son  Felix,  who  was  a  missionary  bnt  had  become  an  ambassador : 
.  'Poor  Fehx  has  dwindled  down  from  a  missicmairy  into'  an  ambassador.' 
Never  was,  nor  conld  he  be,  sach  a  missionary  aa  he  describes  in  a  letter 
dated  April  4, 1S72,  and  recently  printed.  '  It  is  with  a  sore  heart  I  say  it, 
recGot  events  have  sfao?ni  that  those  who  have  so  long  flayed  at  being  mission- 
aries, and  peeping  across  from  the  sickly  island  of  Zanzibar  to  their  diocese 
OD  the  mainland  with  telescopes,  might  have  been  tnrned  to  far  bett«r  ikC- 
coant.  If  I  might  address  those  who  hold  back,  I  shonld  say.  Come  on, 
brethren,  yon  have  no  idea  how  brave  yon  are  till  yon  try.  The  real 
heathen  who  are  waiting  for  you  have  many  faults,  bnt  also  much  that  you 
can  esteem  and  love.'  Snch  was,  in  fact,  the  style  in  which  he  gave  himself 
to  his  work.  He  says, '  I  shut  myself  out  from  all  direct  iaterconrse  with 
others  than  natives.'  He  did  so  that  he  might  learn  their  language,  and 
get  into  the  very  centre  of  their  sympathies.  You  see  here  the  thorongh- 
ness  of  the  man — be  honest ! — yon  see  not  the  miil-boy  leaming  Latin,  but 
now  the  man  learning  rough  Bechnaoa,  without  a  noble  epic  poem  as  his  book, 
hat  in  perplexing  talks  with  ignorant  and  savage  men.  Moffat  and  Living- 
stone had  to  maie  these  races  anew,  translate  them  into  a  new  life,  and,  in 
order  to  this,  had  to  reduce  their  broken  words  into  order,  and  pat  into  their 
bands  and  their  hearts  the  greatest  schoolbook  of  thought,  as  well  as  sal- 
vation— the  Bible.  .And  yet  some  still  speak  of  missions  as  failures.  Is  Great 
Britain  a  failuret  And  yet  we  owe  it  to  missions.  After  fifty  years,  Moffat 
rerolntionized  the  Bechuanas,  and  last  year  £10,000  of  goods  were  exported 
■  for  their  consumption.  People  grudged  to  send  out  an  expedition  to  find 
ont  Livingstone.  Florence  Nightingale  said  nobly,  and  truly,  'A  great 
nition  like  this  should  be  wilhng  to  spend  £10,000,  if  only  to  send  Doctor 
Iiivingstone  a  pair  of  boots.'  I  am  afraid  onr  eager  valuation  of  things  at 
eo  mwiy  pennies  or  pounds  is  a  fearfnl  delusion  and  degradation — a  bar- 
barism ahke  intellectual  and  spiritual.  In  the  exchange  of  heaven,  still  is 
it  trne — '  What  should  it  profit  a  mtm,  thongh  he  gain  the  whole  world  and 
lose  his  own  soul' — we  would  add,  or  the  soul  of  another t     It  were  well 
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ID  these  days  fairly  to  consider  the  qnestioD,  How  mnch  did  Panl  die 
worth? — the  tegacy-daty  od  his  personalty,  on  his  Troas  cloak,  and  boolis, 
and  parchmentB,  would  not  greatly  affect  the  Rotnan  treasury.  Nay,  more 
and  higher,  How  mnch  did  Christ  die  wori:h?  Not  one  penny.  Trae;  but 
not  the  lesB,  all  the  more,  and  because  of  this,  worth  '  unsearchable  riches,' 

So,  at  least,  Livingstone  thought,  and  there  for  twelve  long  years  be 
works,  going  farther  up  to  a  station  of  his  own  at  Kolobeng.  Was  he  not 
a  happy  as  well  as  a  Doble  mant  Was  he  not  as  great  a  man,  when  for 
twelve  obscure  years,  buried  among  his  Africans,  he  did  Christ's  fforii 
in  Christ's  fashion,  as  when  the  worid  applauded  himT  Poor  Nelson  cried, 
as  he  went  into  Trafalgar  fight, '  Victory,  or  Westminster  Abbey.'  Living- 
stone in  all  his  life-battle  cried  out,  '  Victory  for  Christ,'  and  thought  not  of 
Westminster  Abbey,  bnt  of  a  faithful  servant's  place  in  heaven.  He  nag 
happy  in  his  work,  as'all  such  are;  and  he  was  happy,  too,  in  his  wife,  foT 
he  married  Moffat's  daughter.  I  have  seen  that  calm,  brave,  sensible  woman, 
worthy  both  of  her  father  and  of  him,  and  who  now  lies  some  fourteen  years 
away  in  the  heart  of  Africa,  after  sharing  the  toils  of  her  husband.  It  was 
what  we  call  an  accident  that  made  Livingstone,  instead  of  a  missionaiy,  a 
missionary  traveller  ;  for  with  him  the  traveller  was  only  the  onter  side  of  the 
missionary.  Livingstone  hated  from  his  heart  slavery  and  the  slave  trade; 
and  one  day  during  his  absence  400  Dutch  boers,  who  had  settled  on  the 
east  side  of  theBechuana  country  during  the  Caffre  wars,  came  up,  attacked 
and  burnt  his  mission  settlements,  and,  besides  carrying  off  200  missioa- 
school  children  into  slavery,  destroyed  large  quantities  of  stores,  tore  np  the 
missionary's  hbrary,  and  robbed  him  of  his  whole  stock  of  furmture  and 
■  clothing.  '  I-  do  not  mention  these  things,'  says  he,  '  by  way  of  making  a 
pitiful  lament  over  my  losses,  nor  in  order  to  excite  commiseration;  for, 
though  I  do  feel  sorry  for  the  loss  of  lexicons,  dictionaries,  and  so  on,  wliieb 
had  been  the  companions  of  my  boyhood,  yet,  after  all,  the  plunder  has  only 
set  me  entirely  free  for  my  expedition  to  the  north.  And  I  never  since  had 
a  moment's  concern  for  anything  I  left  behind.  The  boers  resolved  to  shut 
up  the  interior,  and'  I  determined  to  open  up  the  country,  and  we  shall  see 
which  have  been  snccessfal  in  resolution,  they  or  I?  '  I  can  see  Living- 
stone setting  bis  teeth  together,  and  darkening  his  heavy  brows,  and,  half 
in  passion  of  noble  indignation,  and  tialf ,  and  that  the  larger,  of  the  nobler 
passion  of  Christian  philanthropy,  resolving  to  open  up  a  long  campaign, 
that  would  outflank  and  sweep  all  such  slave-traders  out  of  the  way  of 
christianizing  and  civUising  work.  He  sete  his  face  like  a  flint  to  the 
years'-long  march  up  through  Africa  to  see  what  was  there,  and  throw  it 
open  to  Christ  and  to  progress.  The  Dutch  thieves  could  not  steal  Living- 
stone from  himself,— the  man  was  left ; — -more,  he  was  discovered  to  himself, 
as  all  great  trials  do  to  a  genuinely  good  and  noble  soul,  and  he  went  forth. 
They  or  I?  He  is  fairly  roused  now;  and  such  men,  though  one  against  400, 
win  the  day  in  the  long  run. 

Then  came  his  first  travels  from  1852  to  1856,  going  from  east  to  west 
of  Africa,  from  the  mouth  of  the.Zambesi  to  St.  Paul  de  Jjoando.  T^tiet  • 
had  a  white  man  crossed  there  before :  '  He  was  the  first  that  ever  bnrst  into 
that  silent  sea.'  He  came  out  to  tel!  us  that  Africa  is  not  the  prodigal  of 
the  great  family  of  continents,  poor  and  outcast,  but  a  noble  child  of  the 
same  Creater,  with  its  own  gifts  and  uses.  I  remember  very  well  his  giving 
an  account  of  his  long  march,  in  the  Cotton  Sales-room.  The  magnates 
and  merchants  of  Liverpool  were  all  around  him,  and  he  taught  thran  a 
lesson  in  geography.    He  dashed  aside  the  eulogiums  usual  on  snch  oeca- 
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siooa,  and  with  a  tittle  stick  pointing  and  tracing  along  a  map,  went  right 
OQ  Itis  track,  and  passed  over  it  as  if  he  had  been  walking  from  St.  Lake's 
to  the  Town  Hall.  The  geography  class  was  vwy  attentire,  and  the  teacher 
knew  the  lesson  veil,  and  tanght  it  as  if  it  were  the  alphabet.  I  believe 
it  iras  more  tronble  to  him  to  explain  his  African  travels  than  to  achieve 
them.  He  sajs  himself,  he  wonld  rather  go  over  his  whole  jonraey  step  by 
step  than  have  to  write  another  book  about  it.  On  that  same  occasion  I 
had  the  good  fortnne  to  breakfast  with  him,  and  after  he  had  answered  all 
maQoer  of  qaestions.  Dr.  Baffles  (as  no  man  knew  better  how  to  do  it) 
thanked  him ;  and  Livingstone  in  torn  complimented  ns  by  relating  a  saying 
of  Dr.  Wangh — applying  it  to  ns  and  our  appreciation  of  his  answers — that 
we  had  one  great  mark  of  a  Christian,  thankfulness  for  small  mercies.  Snch 
was  the  modest  and  hnmorons  side  of  this  lion-hearted' and  invincible  man, 
whom  all  Africa  could  not  tnrn  a  hair's -breadth  from  his  resolved  coarse. 
■  There  was  a  second  jonmey,  and  a  third — hia  last.  We  all  know  how  he 
bad  gone  for  years  oat  of  sight,  and  how  the  generous  American,  Stanley, 
discovered  him ;-  and  how  again  he  set  himself  to  finish  his  work  and  discover 
the  source  of  the  Nile ;  and  how,  nearly  a  year  ago,  he  took  his  last  joamey 
and  made,  instead,  his  greatest  discovery  of  the  Fountainhead  of  all  life  and 
salration.  '  Build  me  a  hat  to  die  in ' — so  he  said,  as  he  felt  his  end  rapidly 
approaching.  His  heart  goes  away  to  Scotland,  to  Hamilton  and  the  Clyde. 
His  sight  becomes  dim,  bnt  he  sees  in  memory  the  old  home,  clear  as  forty 
jusm  ago  ;  he  talks  mnch  and  sadly  of  his  family,  and  on  27th  April  he 
enters  the  last  note  in  his  diary.  Feeling  npon  bjm  the  death-chill,  he  says, 
'  I  am  very  cold,  put  more  grass  over  the  hut ; '  -he  is  much  in  prayer,  ex- 
claiming, 'I  am  going  home;'  then  at  midnight  our  noble  traveller  takes 
bis  last  st«p  and  is  home  indeed.  Mosea-hke,  he  died  alone,  and  was  not ; 
ia  the  morning  they  found  only  the  co!d  body ;  the  traveller  had  passed  on 
his  lonely  way — not  lonely, '  for  God  took  bun.'  In  one  of  our  old  ballads 
he  knew  so  well,  the  dying  Douglas  says : — 

'  My  wound  ie  deep,  I  fain  wonld  sleep, 
Take  thon  the  vangnard  of  the  three, 
And  hide  me  by  Ibe  bracken  bash 

That  grows  on  yonder  lilj  lea. 
Oh  t  bury  me  hy  the  bracken  bnah, 

Beneath  the  blooming  brier. 
Let  never  a  living  mortal  ten 
That  ere  a  kindly  Scot  lies  here.' 

And  in  this  spirit  Livingstone  might  have  repeated  what  he  said  years  before 
Id  a  friend  :  '  If  I  had  my  wish  I  should  like  to  be  buried  in  a  forest,  and 
Dot  be  disttirbed  till  the  Kesnrrection  morn.'  That  would  have  been  well, 
bnt  it  was  not  so  to  be. 

Robert  Bruce,  dying,  ordered  his  heart  to  be  carried  from  Scotland  and 
laid  near  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  so  that  the  heart  which  had  beat  high  on 
Bannockbnm,  and  pressed  forward  in  many  a  bravo  fight  and  footstep,  might 
quietly  take  its  long  rest  where  his  Lord  had  been.  Livingstone's  heart 
r^s  now,  and  will  mingle  kindly  with  the  dust  of  the  continent  to  which  he 
gave  its  full  and  passionate  love,  and  will  consecrate  it  for  ever  to  the  honour 
and  help  of  all  men.  But,  generous  loyalty  rose  to  a  height  of  self-sacrifice 
like  his  own,  and  his  fiuthful  servants  gave  him  the  grandest  funeral,  from 
beginning  to  end,  any  age  has  known.  They  bore  '  the  great  master,'  as 
they  called  him,  embalmed  as  Joseph,  another  deliverer  of  Africa,  and  carried 
tim  1500  miles  across  water  and  waste  to  the  sea-coast,  and  at  lost  gave 
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him  to  the  mother  who  proadly  loved  Mm,  that  he  might  rest  in  her  'West- 
minster Abbey,  where  she  keeps  her  dearest  aod  noblest  treasures.  WeL 
was  it  tiiat  America  and  Africa  were  there,  as  they  laid  him  in  his  grave — 
America  in  Stanley,  who  had  hazarded  his  life  to  Bare  him,  and  Africa  in 
Jacob  Wainwright,  who  had  closed  his  eyes,  g&thered  np  his  remains,  &nd 
broaght  them  home.  England  and  Scotland  were  none  the  poorer,  bnt  all 
the  richer,  for  this  touch  of  oniTersal  sympathy  and  love.  It  was  a  prophecy 
of  what  he  yearned  for — the  bnrial  of  all  national  jealonsiea,  the  bnrial  of 
all  ham&u  slavery ;  and  now  be  lies  all  the  sweeter  and  more  kingly,  not  only 
in  the  Westminster  Abbey  of  his  own  land,  bnt  in  that  grander  sanctuary 
of  the  good  and  the  tme,  the  Westminster  Abbey  of  the  world's  heart 

1  had  intended  to  mark  more  formally,  and  at  length,  the  leading  featores 
of  his  character ;  bnt  this  sketch  of  his  life,  however  rapid,  mnst  have  failed 
if  it  has  not  only  told  them,  bnt  also  impressed  them  on  yonr  hearts. 

He  was  a  man  indeed—gentle  and  resolate ;  with  a  mind  that  knew  no 
circumference ;  with  a  heart  that  clung  to  one  centre ; — a  man  with  the  pity 
of  a  woman,  the  courage  of  a  soldier,  the  directness  of  a  child,  the  consecra- 
tion of  an  apostle.  ^'''^  ^^  "^^  essentially,  and  in  all  he  purposed,  a  Chris- 
tian man,  to  whom  nothing  that  his  Lord  who  redeemed  him  had  made  was 
common  or  nnclean — whether  an  African  swamp  or  an  African  soul.  The 
image  and  superscription  of  Christ  was  upon  him — whether  he  spoke  for  Him 
in  the  mission  station  or  wandered  for  Him  in  the  jungled  desert.  Writii^ 
to  his  friend  Dr.  Archer,  in  1859,  about  his  discovery  of  Lake  Nyassa,  he 
Bays :  '  Some  of  onr  friends,  on  hearing  of  this  discovery,  will  think  that  I  am 
now  seeking  the  glory  alone  of  discovering  lakes,  mountains,  jenny-nettles, 
and  puddock-stools ;  others  will  see  at  a  glance  whither  my  efforts  tend, 
and  perhaps  it  may  be  permitted  to  me  to  do  some  little  to  relieve  onr 
conntrymen  from  the  stain  of  upholding  slavery  by  manufacturing  the  pro- 
dace  of  slave-labour  alone.  At  any  rate,  I  will  work  while  life  lasts  for 
noble  and  Christlike  ends.' 

The  style  of  his  missionary  zeal,  while  concentrated,  was  genially  catholic ; 
seeing  good  in  Roman  Catholic  missions,  calling  in  the  Church  of  Engird 
into  the  service  that  needed  all,  and  choosing  from  the  first  the  London  Mis- 
sionary Society,  becanse  it  united  all  denominations  in  the  common  work.  I 
cannot  help,  in  reference  to  the  intense  love  of  all  good  men  and  of  seeing 
them  united,  quoting  another  sentence  from  the  letter  to  Dr.  Archer,  which 
becomes  now,  alas !  the  record  of  a  baffled  present,  but,  for  our  snre  hope, 
the  prophecy  of  a  joyful  future  :  '  When  does  the  Free  Kirk  and  yonr  Kirk 
unite?  Mnst  death  still  clear  the  way?  What  a  powerful  body  yon  wonid 
make !     May  the  Master  hasten  it !' 

Bnt  I  shall  not  linger  on  this  man,  so  full  of  impression  and  quickeniuf 
from  first  to  last.  His  name  and  memory  have  passed  throngh  dealh  into 
the  richest  hfe  of  men.  It  is  only  his  body  that  rests — his  soul  still  marches 
on  ;  and,  what  is  best  of  all,  doubt  not  that  He  who  wandered  on  earth, 
and  '  had  not  where  to  lay  His  head,'  bnt  who  is  now  Lord  of  all,  said  to 
him  as  he  passed  out  «f  the  solitude  of  the  African  hut  into  the  fellowship! 
of  the  heavenly  home,  '  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou 
into  the  Joy  of  thy  Lord.'  '  Seeing  we  also  are  compassed  about  with  bo 
great  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  let  ns  lay  aside  every  weight,  and  the  sin  which 
doth  so  easily  beset  us,  and  let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  set  before 
ns ;  looking  unto  Jesus,  the  Author  and  Finisher  of  our  faith,  who,  for  the 
joy  that  was  set  before  Him,  endured  the  cross,  despising  the  shame,  and  is 
set  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God.' 
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RECOLLECTIONS  OF  MISSION  WORK  IN  AFRICA, 

Paper  read  at  Hit  Quarterly  Meeting  of  Office-hearers  of  the  Cheehire  Presbyterian' 

Churches,  ilnl  March  1874,  by  James  Irmne,  Esq.,  Claughlon. 

...  I  have  taken  for  mj  Bubject  RecoUections  of  Miaaion  Work  in  Africa,  and 
I  do  BO  'vrith  Bome  hope  that  I  ahallbeabte  to  say  Homolhing  that  ma;  quiet  doubts, 
which  I  find  but  too  common  even  among  ourselves,  aa  to  the  emcieocj  of  our 
present  miaaion  BjBtem. 

Unfortuuatel;,  it  is  not  on^  from  Buch  men  as  Sir  Soinael  Baker,*  when  he  speais 
as  he  did  the  other  night  in  Liverpool,  with  just  a  shadow  of  a  sneer  and  no  more, 
of  '  the  preaching  of  miasionarieB,  and  of  the  Foreign  OfEce,'  nor  from  the  coarser 
attacks  of  others  whose  BtatemQDtB  I  unhesitatiiigl;  declare  to  be  wilful  perveisions 
of  truUi,  that  we  have  to  defend  our  miBsionariea,  but  it  is  from  her  own  friends, 
or  at  all  events  men  who  coll  thcmaelves  friends,  that  the  cause  of  Foreign  UiaaioDB 
Eaffers ;  and  if  I  can  remove  the  doubts  of  any  one  regaiding  an;  point  affecting 
the  prosperity  of  the  Redeemer's  cause  among  the  heather,  my  choice  of  a  subject 
viU  have  been  well  made. 

I  am  glad  that  I  do  not  require  to  start  under  the  ncceasitj  of  proving  to  any 
one  here  that  it  is  right  to  send  mlssbnarieB  to  proclaim  the  riches  of  the  gospel. 
On  this  platform — this  foundation — we  are  all  at  one;  and  although  it  took  CbriB- 
tiana  18U0  years  to  understand  and  apply  our  Saviour's  command,  '  Go  ye  into  all  tha 
world,'  let  us  be  thankful  that  since  the  duty  has  been  undcratood,  the  desire  to 
obey  the  command  has  been  widening  and  deepening,  so  that  not  a  year  pa^es 
over  na  which  does  not  witness  some  new  BCheme  started,  or  one  other  field 
claimed  from  the  wilderness  of  the  human  heart,  in  which  to  sow  the  seeds  of 
etem^  life,  and  so  fill  up  the  rich  harvest  which  shall  be  Christ's  at  His  coming. 

I  pass  over  this  Htarting-point,  and  I  come  to  missions  among  the  heathen,  as  I 
have  myself  seen  them ;  and  making  the  question  of  their  enccees  my  special  theme, 
I  propose  to  illuBtrate  this,  according  to  the  suggestion  of  my  friends,  by  a 
simple  statement  of  what  I  saw  going  on  around  me  from  day  to  day. 

Let  any  one,  hesitating  in  his  support  of  Foreign  Missions  on  the  ground  of  their 
reported  want  of  success,  look  at  the  heathen  at  hie  own  door,  and  ask  himself  how 
it  is  that  these  people,  in  the  midst  of  suntiunding  influences  for  good,  per- 
sistently live  as  dead  to  their  eternal  interests  as  if  they  never  heard  the  Sabbath- 
hell  calling  them  to  paice  and  happiness  through  Jeans  Christ ;  and  without  wait- 
mg  for  a  reply,  let  bim  torn  his  thoughta  to  lands  where  the  surrounding  influences 
are  of  the  darkest  and  of  the  vilest— dark  and  vile  beyond  tho  conception  of  any 
batancje-witnESS— and  his  hesitation  must  surely  give  place,  if  he  be  conscientious, 
to  the  conviction,  not  that  the  missionary  baa  not  been  successfui,  but  that  his 
BDCceas,  small  aa  it  may  appear,  is  really  wonderful,  and  only  to  be  accounted  for 
by  tbeifulfilment  of  the  promise  at  the  close  of  Christ's  command  to  go  into  all  the 
world,  when  He  added,  '  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway.' 

The  difficulties  against  which  the  missionary  has  to  contend  may  roughly  be 
divided  into  two :  those  apringing  from  within  himself  or  from  hia  own  immediate 
auiTOundinge,  and  those  which  so  all-powerfullv  hold  the  natives  under  their  control. 
In  the  enumeration  of  the  dilficultiea  springmg  from  himself,  I  do  not  include 
iteakness  of  spiritual  life,  that  is  between  the  man  and  hia  God;  I  have  only 
to  deal  with  those  open  to  others,  and  they  are — at  any  rat«  I  tear  you  will  think 
Booie  of  tbem — very  material  and  commonplace. 

Ton  have,  among  the  first,  to  consider  the  position  of  an  educated  man,  accus- 
temed  to  the  highest  forms  of  civilisation,  having  now  to  deal  with  others  whose 
very  breath  is  tainted  with  the  accumulated  moral  pollution  of  a  thousand  years. 
And  it  is  BO  answer,  believe  me,  to  reply  that  he  was  aware  of  this  before  begin- 
aiug  his  work  ;  for  no  amount  of  theoretical  appreciation  of  a  position  like  this 
can  ever  prepare  a  man  for  it :  it  meets  him  at  the  threshold,  it  crosses  hia  path 
at  every  turn  of  bis  existence,  and  it  is  the  last  sight  of  hia  fading  vision  b^ore 
the  purity  of  the  better  land  hursta  on  his  gaze ;  and  although  his  veiy  presence 

*  In  striking  contnBi  to  Sir  Bamuel'a  testimOD;  ia  tlint  of  Sir  Bartle  Frere  in  his  very 
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there  ia  jaab  to  deauBe,  to  elevftte,  to  ennoble,  yet  all  the  while,  as  constant  drop- 
ping Wears  Ihe  hardest  stone,  his  epirita  are  more  or  less  affected,  and  with 
we^ened  health  the  nhecb  of  life  drag  wearily,  and  the  duty  he  has  lud  upon 
himself,  though  bravely,  grandly  fulfilled,  is  none  the  le*  rendered  difficult  by 
this  antitheaia  to  all  that  is  beautiful  and  good  in  bis  own  soul.  Another  difficulty, 
Bud  a  very  powerful  one,  I  have  already  slightly  referred  to  as  springing  fnnn 
hunself, — I  allude  to  the  bodily  health  of  the  miaaionary.  In  miaaion  fielda  such  as 
CaSraria,  or  China,  or  even  in  some  parts  of  India,  my  remarks  may  not  specially 
apply  ;  but  in  others,  like  those  on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  this  is  a  difficulty  of 
the  flnt  importance. 

Wo  have  all  had  recently,  in  the  Asbantee  war,  abundant  proof  of  the  unhealthi- 
nesB  of  the  climate,  where  we  have  had  regiments  composed  of  picked  epeoimens  of 
healthy  Boglisb  humanity,  not  decimated  only,  but  halved,  cut  in  two  in  a  month  ; 
and  it  is  under  a  constant  sense  of  bodily  weakness  such  as  this  that  the  misaion- 
ary  has  to  preach,  or  teach,  or  viait.  lie  may  have  long  journeys  to  take  in  an 
open  boat  up  one  of  those  beautiful  and  interesting  but  treacherous  rivers  to  hia 
out-station,  all  the  while  with  the  thiraty  fever  tingling  the  tips  of  hia  fingere  and 
parching  hia  skin. 

I  am  not  drawing  a  picture,  I  am  stating  facta  I  have  witnessed  time  after  time ; 
and  I  remember  well  paying  a  flying  viait  to  one  known  to  many  of  us,  to  find  him 
all  alone  and  in  a.  raging  fever,  from  which  he  emerged  in  a  condition  ia  which  the 
grasshopper  waa  a  burden  for  days,  but  under  which  his  work  bad  to  be  kept 
going.  There  is  no  looking  back  tliere, — the  band  must  be  kept  to  the.  plough ;  tfie 
banner  must  be  kept  unfurled ;  ajid  though  it  do  little  but  wave  in  the  listless 
breeze,  that  little  is  much. 

Then  let  me  briefly  mention  a'few  of  the  minor  difficolties.  The  miafnonary  ia 
not  only  a  preacher,  in  many  cases  he  is  a  teacher :  he  has  to  enter  the  daily 
school  and  toll  over  the  dreary  letters  of  the  alphabet,  and  is  satisfied  when  he 
sees  the  bright  eyes  and  the  glowing  intelligence  of  the  African  child. 
.  One  other  minor  difficulty,  and  on  this  bead  I  have  done.  Here  in  England, 
when  we  require  anything,  we  go  to  a  shop  and  buy  it ;  ia  Africa  you  have  first  to 
exchange  Manchester,  Glasgow,  and  Birmingham  goods,  even  the  missionary, — or 
his  wife,  which  is  worse,— into  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country,  and  in  the 
process  have  his  spirits  tried  in  a  way  which  is  utterly  indescribable ;  after  which 
he  (the  wifo  usually  does  thia  part  of  mission  work,  however)  baa  to  send  to  a 
market  and  buy  his  daily  food.  Theae  are  small  things,  you  say ;  but  so  are  many 
of  the  greatest  ilia  of  life,  and  in  a  country  like  Old  Calabar  they  are  serioua 
difflcultiea,  and  difficulties  which,  !  tear,  are  never  for  a  moment  thought  ol  as 
part  of  the  work  which  onr  missionaries  have  to  underteke. 

The  next  difficulty,  and  the  first  I  enumerate  under  the  second  head,  which 
occurs  to  me,  is  one  that  for  ages,  I  fear,  will  be  )>owerf  ul  in  the  bands  of  Sqfan, — 
and  I  beg  you  will  all  realize  ita  importance  when  thinking  of  oiu:  mission  m  Old 
Calabar, — the  neit  difficulty,  I  say,  isone  which,  I  fear,  torlong  years  will  be  power- 
ful in  the  hands  of  Satan  :  I  allude  to  the  constant  wave  of  barbarism  which  comes 
rolling  in  from  the  vast  aea  of  heathenism,  which  has  ita  aoorce  in  the  heart  of  tlie 
unknown  land.  We  read  of  Williams  among  the  South  Sea  Islands,  and  we  rejoice 
over  nations  bom  in  a  day  ;  we  think  of  Madagascar,  and  our  spirits  receive  an 
impulae  as  we  hear  the  songs  of  praise  ariaing  to  the  God  of  all  the  earth ;  and  we 
are  apt  to  think,  and  perhaps  to  say,  that  Bomethiog  is  wrong  with  our  Old  Calabar, 
our  India,  or  our  China,  when  we  hear  little  of  progress,  or,  it  may  be,  bear  only  the 
report  of  a  solitary  conversion  at  long  interyals,^ — all  the  while  forgetting,  or  never 
knowing,  that  the  conditions  are  very  different.  In  the  one,  you  have  a  limitod 
population,  surrounded  and  purified  by  'that  silver  streak  of  light' — the  sea;  in 
the  other,  you  have  an  unlimited  population  which  ia  ever  receiving — and,  under- 
stand, receiving  by  purchase — almost  entire  tribes  from  nations  reared  in  the 
essence  of  darkness,  and  Epeaking  unknown  tongues. 

Another  obstacle  to  the  success  of  our  misaionariea  in  Old  Calabar,  is  thedifficalty 
of  m^ntaining  a  good  influence  over  the  people  for  any  prolonged  period,  owisg 
to  their  character  as  middlemen  or  traders  for  the  European  merchant.  To  under- 
stand this  properly,  I  may  be  allowed  to  describe  briefiy  the  system  of  trade  ta  it 
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w  gmieiaUy  pnTBaed.  A  merchuit  in  this  counby  seodB  out  kd  agent  to  whom  he 
ccmsignB  all  kinds  of  gooda;  these  the  agent  dUpoees  of  muoh  in  the  f  oUowiag  wa; : — 
At  the  beginning  of  the  oil  aeason  a  native  taerchnnt  or  trader  will  come  to  the 
agent  and  make  a  bargain  for  say  100  tons  of  palm  oil,  or  of  eome  kind  of  dyewood, 
or  ebon;?-,  or  irory,  or  any  other  of  the  numerous  prodncta  of  the  country;  the 
bargain  ig  written  down,  that  be  is  to  receive  eo  many  bales  of  MancbeHtor  goods, 
so  many  cases  of  Birmingham  goods,  and  bo  on,  on  the  payment  of  so  much  palm 
oil,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  and  he  goes  away.  If  he  is  wealthy,  probably  he  will 
eta;  in  town  all  the  time  himself,  and  send  away  his  coxwains,  Bs  hie  best  traderH 
are  called,  to  the  interior  markets,  all  of  tiiem  from  SO  to  100  miles  from  the 
trading  ports  ;  and  there  theeecoiwains,  or  the  trader  himself,  if  He  is  a  young  man 
or  middle-aged  and  poor,  remain  the  greater  port  of  the  season  trading  with  the 
natives  who  own  the  palm  trees ;  or  if  he  doee  come  down  at  all,  it  ie  a  mere  mn 
to  Bee  his  master,  of  to  transact  his  own  business,  and  then  return.  Now,  as  every 
one  h  a  trader,  as  the  entire  population  lives  by  trading,  and  as  each  coiwiin  has  . 
from  3  to  30  others  under  his  control,  who  are  need  mainly  in  paddling  the  canoes 
to  and  from  the  European,  you  will  readily  understand  how  impossible  it  is  for  the 
missionary  to  watch  over  individuals,  or  to  keep  ap  a  suBtiuned  influence  over  any 
large  portion  of  the  population. 

Tfaere  is  another  time  of  the  year,  also,  when  they  are  all  at  their  farms  planting 
their  yams,  etc.;  and  at  that  season  the  towns  are  more  tban  ever  deserted.  Ic 
may  occur  to  some  one  to  ask  why  the  misKionory  does  not  fallow  bis  people.  The 
answer  is  simple :  No  European  is  ever  allowed  to  go  to  the  oil  markets  ;  trade 
jealousy  prevents  this  ;  and  the  missionary  could  do  little  good  if  he  went  to  their 
fanns,  as  they  are  far  apart,  and  at  each  he  might  find  half  a  dozen  people  and  no 
more.^biH  whole  time  therefore  being  consumed  in  the  mere  travelling,  the  exposure 
of  which  would  certainly  bring  on  fever,  and  might  possibly  result  io  death. 

Aootbcr  difficulty,  but  one  which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is  fast  disappearing,  arises 
from  the  language  having  _been  till  quite  recently  an  unwritten  one.  It  had, 
in  fact,  to  be  made.  The  sounds  had  to  be  caught  up  and  applied  to  certain 
objects;  and  from  this  banning,  word  ^y  word,  ^e  misaionary  had  to  tread  his 
weary  way  until  he  bad  ^rmed  a  tongue ;  and  although  this  task  has  now  been 
well  completed,  it  has  all  along  been  one  of  the  very  greateat  hindrances  to  the 
usefulness  of  our  missionaries.  But  all  theae  difficulties  are  small  compared  to 
those  ariwig  out  of  the  customs  of  the  people  ;  and  of  these  the  two  worst  are 
polygamy  and  their  custom  called  '  devil- making.'  I  do  not  know  how  this  Isst 
has  received  its  designation,  but  it  is  well  named.  Some  time  after  a  native  has 
died,  his  relatives  hold  high  carnival  to  satisfy  his  spirit.  This  saturnalia  consists 
in  keeping  open  houaefor  all  who  care  to  come;  and  the  longer  it  is  continued,  and 
the  greater  eiferavjupmce  there  is,  the  more  are  they  supposed  to  please  their 
deceased  relative.  Many  .promising  young  men  and  women  are  thus  ruined,  body 
and  soul,  by  these  orgies;  and  the  evil  influences  which  go  out  from  such  a  custom 
aw  of  the  worst  and  the  strongest,  I  am  happy  to  say,  however,  that  this  custom, 
in  the  towns  at  least,  is  fast  disappearing,  and  I  look  forward  to  an  early  period  to 
find  it  entirely  abandoned.  The  other  custom  to  which  I  have  referred— that  of 
polygamy — is  doubtless  the  greatest  power  in  the  bands  of  Satan,  and  it  is  one  for 
whicli  I  am  tempted  to  aay  I  see  no  remedy.  I  take  refuge  in  the  power  of  God, 
tod  He  will  in  llis  own  time  and  way  overcome  ita  strength.  Meantime,  ita 
power  tor  evil  is  infinite ;  it  meets  you  on  all  sides,  and  fills  the.  very  air  with  its 
evil  etsence.  I  have  not  alluded  to  slavery  as  one  of  the  evil  influences  affecting 
the  work  of  the  missionary.  It  undoubtedly  is  one,  though  not  to  the  extent  gene- 
rally supposed.  Slavery  never  can  be  anything  but  a  curse.  At  the  same  time, 
tiiere  are  many  degrees  of  it,  and  in  Old  Calabar  it  assumes,  perhaps,  the  least 
oppiessive  character  in  which  it  is  possible  to  think  of  it.  There  it  is  much 
more  of  the  patriarcbol  than  any  other  form,  and  it  has  some  measiu^  of  good  in  it. 

Let  me  now  briefly  describe  the  daily  work  of  the  missionary.  In  a  land  not  yet 
terered  by  the  electric  telegraph  and  the  morning  newspaper,  and  in  a  country 
where  it  is  daylight  from  six  in  the  morning  till  six  in  Uie  evening  all  the  year 
Fonod,  things  move  on  with<wonderiul  regularity  and  seemiog  ease;  and  so  it  ia 
irith  the  dady  life  of  the  missionary,  unless  some  great  ciuestion  be  afoot,  some  life 
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to  be  saved,  naked  by  'man's  inhnmanity  to  man,'  or  some  inin  to  be  reacned 
from  the  cruel  death  to  which  it  baa  been  doomed  bj  its  owu  mother,  or  onleea  one 
or  other  of  die  European  agenta  have  to  be  nnraed  bj  those  noble  ladies  who  to 
their  regular  duties  add  often  the  care  of  the  BngliBhmBii  when  he  moat  ueedacaie: 
uoleas  one  or  more  euch  duly  hare  diaturbed  the  miaBionaly,  the  even  tenor  of  ha 
way  ia  rarely  broken.  He  riaea  at  ail ;  be  breakfaate  at  half-past  seven ;  he  hu 
family  prayers,  earrouuded  by  from  aiz  to  twenty  children,  aome  of  them  not  aeldom 
picked  Uterolly  from  the  ashes,  to  be  reared  thereafter  with  parental  care ;  he  goes 
to  school  to  teach  in  the  forenoon,  or  he  visits  the  natives  ia  their  houses,  never 
leaving  without  speaking  a  word  for  the  Master  vfhom  he  aervea,  the  Father  whom 
he  adores.  He  dines  at  one.  The  afternoon  ia  rarely  given  to  rest ;  it  ia  coDaamed 
by  some  duty  imperatively  demanding  attention,  not  neceasarily  of  a  ministerial 
chuacter, — it  may  be,  one  of  the  natives  wants  some  trade  dispute  settled,  -or  some 
directions  require  to  be  given  for  the  due  protection  of  hia  own  dwelling  from  the 
innumerable  caoaes  which  so  rapidly  destroy  everything  animate  or  inanimate.  He 
has  tea  at  five — seldom  alone,  for  hia  countrymen  generally  find  their  stepe  leading 
them  in  that  direction  after  their  bnsineae  visits  in  town.  He  has  family  prayeis 
agun  at  eight,  and  all  are  in  bed  by  half-paat  nine.  And  ao  rana  the  tale  of  tbdr 
lives.  Doea  it  sound  amooth  and  uneventful?  It  may,  and  it  maybe  unnoticeil 
by  the  world,  uncared  for  and  unprayed  for  by  ourselves,  but  a  missionary's  lite  ia 
the  grandest  thing  out  of  heaven. 

Let  us  look  juat  for  a  moment,  before  I  close  this  poor  attempt  to  describe  a 
mission  field,  at  what  our  misaionaries  have  done  in  the  short  space  of  a  quarter  of  a 
century;  and  in  doing  ao,  let  me  give  also  due  praise  to  commerce,  which  in  every- 
thing, except  dispensing  the  curse  of  rum  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  had, 
lias  been  a  great  power  on  the  side  of — I  will  not  say  righteousness,  but  1  will  aaf, 
on  the  side  of  civilisation.  It  is  too  mnch  the  custom  to  claim  the  progreaa  of 
such  a  place  as  Old  Calabar  to  the  powers  of  commerce.  I  admit  that  it  baa  been 
a  great  help  to  progress,  but  I  distinctly  claim  the  credit  for  the  missionary,  hia 
teaching,  and,  above  all,  his  life.  Twenty-five  years  ago  Old  Calabar,  still  reeiing 
with  the  pollutions  of  the  foreign  slave  trade,  waa  literally  the  home  ot  eveij 
unclean  power  in  man  and  in  nature.  Now,  it  ia  not  a  paradise,  it  is  many  geoe- 
rations  removed  from  both  perfect  light  and  perfect  literty ;  but  compared  with 
what  it  was  then,  and  compMcd  with  other  stations  where  commerce  has  been,  hut 
where  the  missionary  has  not,  it  is  civilisation  itself.  Let  me  notice  a  few  detaiia ; 
and  in  doing  so,  need  I  go  b^ond  the  simple  mention  of  the  fact  that  the  Bible  ia 
now  printed  and  sold  for  a  amall  sura,  which  all  can  pay,  to  prove  that  e»ery 
farthmg  of  money  given,  every  dear  precioua  life  laid  down  (or  Christ,  haa  n(4 
been  done  in  vain  ?  Then,  although  I  cannot  name  converraons  in  thousands,  they 
can  be  named  in  hnodreds,  many  already  having  crossed  the  flood,  while  otiiras 
are  left  ttf  bear  their  testimony  for  a  little  longer,  and  bearing  it  nobly  in  spite  of 
oppositions,  of  finea,  and  of  the  loas  of  position.  1  could  tell  you  of  a  ^lendid 
character — the  chief  of  the  whole  country — leading  a  blameless  life,  and  while 
weak  in  hinuelf,  strong  in  God,  and  able  to  retrist.  I  should  then  have  to  mention, 
after  his  succesaion  to  power,  a  deplorable  fall,  to  be  used  henceforward  <a  a  text 
for  the  opponenta  of  missions ;  and  I  would  wind  up  my  story  of  his  death  at  an 
early  age  witJi  '  Christ,  nothing  hut  Christ,'  on  his  lipi.  Is  this  nothing,  ye  oppo- 
nent? ia  this  nothing,  ye  wavering?  I  tell  you  this  is  the  power  breuiogthe 
head  of  the  serpent ;  and  it  is  for  this  the  misEionary  has  lived  and  haa  died,  and 
in  this  haa  reaped  hia  reward.  I  could  from  my  own  knowledge  multiply  snch 
brief  life  histories.  I  could  apeak  of  one  but  recently  dead,  when  away  for  hia 
master  at  the  oil  fairs,  collecting  a  small  congregation  around  him  every  night  for 
prayer,  and  every  Sunday  for  service.  I  could  apeak  of  another,  atill  aUve,  whose 
trials  and  whose  triumpha  are  of  the  noblest,  and  who,  afraid  of  the  temptatjtai  of 
power  and  social  distinctions  to  which  he  is  entitled  by  birth,  has  relicquiabed  all, 
and  is  content  to  lead  a  ^uiet,  unobtrusive  caroer.  £ut  I  will  not  take  up  your 
time  further. 

Before  concluding,  however,  I  would  juat  like  to  mention  where  I  tliink  an  in>- 

KDvemeat  might  be  made  in  the  manner  of  conducting  our  misaion  operati(»is.    1 
lieve,  if  we  oouM  get  artisans,— eay  brickmakers,  joiners,  builderB,  and  so  on, 
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vhose  piety  is  beyond  a  doabt, — to  dedicate  t^iemBelree  to  the  task  of  teaching  the 
people  in  theas  trades,  and  wboae  work  would  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  teacher 
and  the  preacher,  a  great  help  would  be  given  to  the  higher  walk  of  the  raisBionarj'. 
Kj  other  remark  applies  to  the  difBcnltj  of  obtaining  miaaionariea  for  oar  various 
Gelda  of  operation.  It  has  alwa^  appeared  to  -me  one  of  the  most  painfal  eigng  in 
coimeceion  with  ua  aa  a  Church  of  living  followera  of  Him  who  gave  Hivaelf  for 
osT  redemption,  that  we  have  to  witness  month  after  month  advertiaementa  of 
Tscanciesin  our  stations,  end  observe  that  tbe  Fepliesare  few  andfarbetweeD,  and 
nttsrl;  unworthy  of  the  neceaaitiee  of  the  case.  I  am  afraid  that  it  is  a  disgrace  to 
the  vitality  of  our  theologioal  classes,  and  one  to  which  we  ate  bound  to  submit. 
However,  I  think  the  plan  which  has,  I  believe,  been  suggested  already,  would,  to 
B  certain  extent  at  any  rate,  bring  the  question  home  to  the  consciences  of  our 
Blndents  in  a  way  they  conld  not  diaregard.  I  would  have  a  committee  of  three, 
fire,  or  aeven,  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  give  a  call  to  any  student  they  thought 
likely  to  fill  whatever  vacancy  might  exist — the  vacancy  being  caused  by  deat^, 
removal,  or  exteuaion — in  any  of  our  missions,  and  thereafter  allow  the  student 
to  decide,  the  committee  deeming  dictation  the  very  furthest  power  removed 
from  tbem.  1  think  few  students  would  dare  to  decline  if  the  call  were  given 
in  this  way,  and  thna  the  disgrace  would  be  wiped  o&  our  Church  of  having 
itaniesion  operations  stuoted  by  the  impossibility  of  finding  workmen.  Then,  I 
would  like  to  see  an  arrangement  made  whereby  a  missionary  could  come  home  to 
thia  country,  if  he  cared  to,  after  a  period,  esy,  of  ten  years,  and  come  home  to 
lome  settled  sphere  of  operations,  n<^  as  it  were  by  favour,  but  hts  bf  right. 
These  are  crude  suggestions,  however,  and  are  merely  thrown  out  in  passing. 
Nevertheless,  I  think  they  are  worthy  of  consideration.  Perhaps  they  may  yel 
bear  fruit. 


THE  NURSLING  OF  THE  NILE. 

BT  THE  LATE  REV.    JOHN   RIDDELL,    MOFFAT. 

AaiVERthalhasbeeomeastreamof  song  uid  a  highway  among  the  nations  attmcta 

Dnr  interest  to  its  fountainhead.  We  are  filled  with  wonder  aa  we  gaze  on  the 
tiny  brook  that  a  child  may  step,  and  com'pare  it  with  what  it  becomes  farther 
down.  We  look  with  wonder  and  delight  on  the  small  beginning  of  a  cause,  on 
iffi  feebleness  and  early  struggles,  and  then  behold  its  abiding,  power.  And  there 
ii  BttrpAssing  interest  in  the  contemplation  of  the  beginning  of  a  human  life  that 
baa  become  one  of  the  great  powers  of  the  world's  whole  history,  without  which 
that  history  would  have  been  absolutely  different.  All  this  is  given  in  the  cbild- 
tood  of  Hoees, — his  obscure  condition,  his  atronge  exposure,  his  raarvellius  rescue, 
tod  his  subsequent  splendid  career. 

Few  men  have  played  a  greater  part,  have  passed  through  stranger  vidasitudes, 
or  touched  on  remoter  extremes  of  f(a1,une,  through  a  iong  and  chequered  course, 
than  Moses, — thesUve  son  of  a  slave  woman,  the  nursling  of  tiie  Nile,  the  shepherd 
of  Horeb,  the  liberator  and  lawgiver  of  a  nation.  The  Bible  tells  the  story  of  many 
vhosa  lives  have  been  the  very  romance  of  fortune,  but  of  none  who  ever  left  a 
deeper  mark  on  the  character  and  inBtitutions  of  a  people,  wrote  hia  name  in  such 
enduriiig  lines  on  the  annals  of  time,  or  ever  produced  a  revolution  so  great  in  itself 
or  to  lasting  in  its  power  over  the  course  of  t^ie  world. 

Nor  were  the  personal  endowments  of  the  man  less  worthy  of  admiration  thnn 
the  part  he  played  and  t^  deeds  he  did.  Few  men  have  ever  revealed  the  Uko 
gigantic  proportion  of  moral  heroism,  the  meekness  yet  manliness,  the  q\iiet  yet 
ininiovable  strength  of  purpose,  the  majesty  with  the  minuteness  of  mind,  in  both 
lajing  down  the  broad  platform  of  a  national  existence  and  pracljcally  building 
one  upon  it,  entwining  hia  legislation  with  the  whole  life  of  Israel  in  a  manner  and 
to  an  extent  that  have  never  been  repeated  in  any  community.  The  Jew  is  to  ttiis 
day  what  Hoses  made  him.  His  name  is  inseparably  united  with  a  system  that 
Underlies  all  Christianity,  of  whichthegoepel  is  but  the  expression  anddevelopment. 
His  writings  are  (till  the  daily  food  of  muliona  on  milliona  of  'Uie  human  raw,— of 
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ita  most  educated,  spiritnal,  phiknthmpic  minds.  The  legislation  of  Sioai  echoes 
through  the  world  Htjll,  and,  though  abolished  in  form,  lives  in  its  grand  principles 
enshrined  in  Christianity,  and  in  this  perfect  form  is  made  the  eternal  law  ot  the 
moral  world.  His  teaching  still  corers  a  field  where  it  is  alone  the  history  of  the 
early  periods  of  the  world's  existence.  This  relipon,  thongh  no  longer  a  binding 
institution,  remains  in  its  inspired  records  a  most  insixnctivo  and  eignificjint  fore- 
shadowing of  our  owu  faith.  No  man  ever  combined  in  himself  such  titles  to  the 
hoDO^e  of  the  human  rBce,^beTO,  Uberator,  bailder  of  a  nation,  legislator,  historian, 
and,  to  crown  all,  a  saint  of  the  loftiest  order,  with  the  most  exalted  conceptions  of 
the  Divinity  and  the  most  profound  convictions  of  duty.  With  him  godliness  rises 
to  proportions  as  gigantic  as  his  other  powers,  diffused  through  them  Sn,  and  giting 
them  a  sb^ngth  Dot  thdr  own.  So  remarkable  a  course  might  well  ^epare  ns  to 
expect  something  worthy  ol  notice  in  his  upbringing  and  early  training.  We  hare 
here  the  first  stAge  of  bs  course. 


The  Exposure.— lAte  his  great  antitype,  Moses  was  no  sooner  bom  than  hia 
life  waa  in  jeopardy  from  the  Tiolence  of  a  bloody  tyrant,  whose  name,  like  that  of 
Herod,  calls  up  to  every  mind  the  im^e  of  the  haughty,  Grod-defying,  infatuated 
oppressor  ot  His  Church.  Pharaoh  had  commanded  the  nnsparing  maseacre,  as 
soon  as  they  were  bom,  of  all  male  children  of  the  enslaved  Israelites  in  hie 
dominions.     It  was  an  inhuman  and  nnmanly  policy,  that  might  well  consign  the 

ferson  who  planned  and  apphed  it  to  the  everlasting  execration  of  the  hnman  racer 
t  has  not  its  equal  in  any  legislation.  Men  talk  of  the  refinement,  civilisation, 
and  magnificence  of  the  Pharaohs  who  He  entombed  in  these  mountain-like  pyramids, 
whose  architecture  stands  as  fresb  to-day  as  it  did  4000  years  ago.  But  these  were 
men  who  waged  war  on  unconscious  babes,  who  wreaked  their  infatuated  hatred  of 
God's  people  on  helpless  infanta,  who  sought  to  deliver  themselves  from  the  hatred 
of  a  downtrodden  race  of  slaves  by  a  policy  worthy  bf  the  inspiration  of  Satan — 
worthy  ot  his  wickedness,  though  not  ot  his  wisdom. 

'That  policy  was  the  dictate  of  fear,  of  the  sense  of  iujustice  and  indefenoble 
vnong.  It  was  plainly  useless,  its  severity  making  it  incapable  of  being  honestly 
carried  out.  ~  _  . 

True,  it  could  inflict  immense  torture ;  but  no  nation  was  ever  extirpated  by  sucb 
a  course,  to  say  nothing  of  the  power  of  such  intolerable  atrocities  to  rouse  inio 
vengeance  the  most  hopeless  slaves,  '  There  is  a  divine  providence  over  the  affairs 
of  men,  a  providence  that  gives  large  scope  for  the  play  of  evil  passions,  but  that 
sooner  or  later  works  to  the  overthrow  of  their  wickedness,  and  by  its  unfathomable 
skill,  and  with  most  significant  effect,  makes  the  crowning  act  of  their  wicked 
policy  to  bear  in  its  besom  the  very  agency  of  their  most  conspicuons  defeat.  So 
was  It  that  this  savage  stroke  of  Egyptian  rule  constrained  the  parents  of  th« 
infant  Moses  to  tidopt  a  measure  that  not  only  secured  the  child's  fife,  but  secnred 
it  in  a  way  that  commanded  for  him  the  greatest  advantage  for  the  future  work  ol 
hia  country's  liberation,  and  that  with  significant  retribution  made  Pharaoh  himself 
the  unconscious  educator  and  patron  of  the  very  man  who  should  in  due  season. 
with  a  strength  more  than  human,  bury  him  and  his  people  amid  the  ruins  ot  his 
wretched  stratagem,  a  memorial  of  the  just  vengeance  of  an  outraged  humanity 
and  a  long  defied  Heaven.  You  can  understand  with  what  constematJon  and 
horror  the  edict  would  fill  the  houses  of  Israel,  and  with  what  agonized  hearts  the 
parents  of  the  infant  Moses  must  have  trembled  for  the  moment  when  the  ruthleee 
execotioner  would  lay  hand  on  their  precious  treasure,  and  turn  their  joy  into  the 
wail  of  grief  and  despair. 

How  this  was  we  read  in  verae  3:  'And  when  she  could  no  longer  hide  him,  Bhe 
took  fof  him  an  ark  of  bulmshee,  and  daubed  it  with  slime.' 

His  fond  mother,  when  she  could  no  longer  hide  her  infant,  placed  it  in  a  basket 
or  ark  ot  wickerwork,  and  floated  it  among  the  sedges  of  the  broad -bosomed, 

?lacid  Nile.  Even  this  expedient  must  have  cost  the  parents  a  dreadful  struggle, 
o  put  away  the  child  from  their  aight  and  care,  to  abandon  it  to  the  river,  mart 
have  been  hardly  lees  agonizing  than  to  leave  it  to  the  certain  execution  of  Fharaoh'i 
"'"'"—■  How  probable  that  it  must  perish  from  exposure  or  neglect,  and  the 
)f  a  mother's  care  I    How  possible  that  some  tenant  of  the  Nile,  or  stnne 
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riaiDg  Btonn  convuIuDg  its  waves,  might  make  it  imponible  for  the  frail  ark  to  live 
in  it ;  or,  worse  than  all,  Bome  unexpected  discovery  of  it  t^  officers  of  Phantoh's 
court  jnight  cnish  all  their  hopes  I  It  was  exposed  to  a  thousand  deaths,  which 
must  have  wiling  the  parent's  heart,  and  made  it  almost  willing  to  nm  all  risks 
rather  tbiu  be  giultj  of  this  exposure.  But  there  was  no  escape  from  slaughter  if 
the  child  were  discovered  at  bome.  He  might  perish  in  the  river,  but  must  perish 
«t  home.  Edw  cruel  the  necessitf  that  could  place  parents  in  such  a  horrible 
alternative  I  The  least  of  two  dreaded  evils  is  chosen,  and  the  ark  is  floated  on 
some  unfrequented  spot  of  the  river's  bank. 

The  scene  is  the  Kile,  that  most  wonderful  river,  with  its  immense  course  and 
x;e,  never  to  this  day  unveiled.  Its  cold  waters  flow  with  no 
r  flooded  but  once  a  year,  and  then  simply  in  width  and  volume  it 
rolls  in  like  the  ocean  tides,  covering  all  the  country  with  its  overflowing  deposit, 
and  thus  secures  amazing  fruitfulnesB  to  a  region  where  no  rain  falls  (that  is  the 
greatest  element  in  its  own  being,  wanting  which  the  whole  land  would  be  instantly 
converted  into  an  uninhabitable  desert).  On  its  banks  stAud,  almost  onimpaired 
by  time,  many  of  the  grandest,  as  they  are  the  earliest,  monuments  of  human 
progress.  It  is  a  river  associated  with  many  of  the  most  remarkable  events  in  the 
history  of  mankind,  whose  banks  were  amone  the  earliest  settlements  of  the  human 
family,  where  was  developed  a  splendid  civdisation,  and  which  gave  the  basis  of 
a  great  power.  Such  a  river  cannot  fail  to  have  an  interest  for  every  intelligent 
person.  For  the  Christian  man  it  has  a  supreme  interest,  in  its  close  association 
with  the  Church  of  God,  in  the  redemption  prepared  on  its  banks  for  the  insulted 
tribes  of  Israel,  and  the  early  life  of  the  great  man  whose  powers  were  matured  for 
one  of  the  most  gigantic  works  that  any  man  has  yet  achieved  in  the  world's  his- 
tory. In  nothing  is  this  river  more  remarkable  than  in  being  the  cradle  of  the  great 
d^verer  who  bumbled  ell  the  gods  of  Egypt ;  and  never  did  its  waters  bear  a  more 
precious  freight — not  the  Pharaohs  in  all  their  magnificence,  nor  Cleopatra  in  her 
golden  barge. 

Tbe  ark,  with  its  precious  burden,  is  now  floated  among  the  reeds  in  some  solitary 
spot,  where  few  would  intrude.  It  tells  its  own  suggestive  tale  of  the  babe's 
.  parentage  and  of  Pharaoh's  tyranny,  which,  as  it  were,  ignored  natural  affection. 
It  tells  iHat]  of  the  bright  devices  and  stratagems  of  love ;  it  tells  of  the  risks  run 
in  the  case  of  this  child — there  was  no  safety  for  it  in  its  home,  its  only  chaoco 
of  life  lies  in  committing  it  to  the  river,  -  This  little  basket  of  rushes  is  a  frail 
vessel,  that  may  easily  sink,  which  a  breath  of  wind  may  carry  away,  or  any  one 
of  a  t^usand  circumstances  (^>erate  to  destroy.  Had  anything  so  acted,  who  can 
imagine  what  might  have  been  the  result  to  the  whole  history  of  the  world  ?  It  is 
not  the  case,  indeed,  that  history  is  dependent  on  any  one  man ;  and  yet  Hoses 
has  so  deeply  and  largely  stamped  his  character  and  mind  on  the  world,  it  is  bard 
Ui  say  what  might  have  been  the  result  had  he  not  been  spared. 

Doubtless  that  God  who  made  Moses  what  he  was  could  raise  up  another  Hoses, 
or  ten  thousand  as  good  as  he  ;  and  yet  it  is  not  forbidden  us  to  dwell  on  the  sup- 
position that  he  might  have  perished  there. 

We  now  look  on  his  position  through  the  long  glory  of  a  world-wide  renown ; 
but  that  mother  looked  on  him  simply  through  the  eye  of  affection.  She  had  no 
prophetic  vision  of  his  greatness,  bnt  to  her  motherly  heart  the  child  was  as 
precious  as  though  she  knew  him  destined  to  a  throne ;  for  love  is  ever  bountiful 
.  in  its  liberality  to  its  object,  and  no  external  circumstances  can  deepen  a  mother's 
love  to  her  child.  Evpn  where  it  seems  certain  that  the  child  can  never  be  in  a 
position  to  reward  the  mother's  care,  her  care  is  the  most  loving.  That  mother's 
love  denies  itself ;  for,  lest  the  presence  of  a  grown-up  woman  by  the  side  of  the 
river  should  lead  to  suspicion,  ^e  watches  through  the  eyes  of  her  little  daughter,  - 
who  keeps  in  sight  the  precious  freight.  Little  could  young  Miriam  imagine  what 
was  to  be  the  history  of  her  exposed,  helpless,  infant  brother.  But  with  a  love 
quickened  by  the  danger  and  a  sense  of  responsibility,  she  did  her  part,  and  had 
her  reword. 

But  other  eyes  are  waltiing  here.  A  divine  providence  is  on  the  outlook  from 
its  mount  of  contemplation  ;  it  beholds  the  mother's  anxious  heart,  the  uster'a 
.watchful  care,  the  helpless  infant's  danger.    That  providence  has  charged  itself 
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with  ttie  keeping  of  the  little  b&be.  The  finniiineiit  bends  over  it  with  the  he* 
Dignity  of  God,  the  earth  eQWclea  it  with  the  embrace  of  the  everlaaUug  urns  of 
mercy,  and  them  w&tera  are  held  in  the  hollow  of  God's  haod,  and  charged  not  to 
aink  m  their  treacberoua  depl^  the  tiny  basket  that  contaiiis  this  pearl  of  in- 
estiniable  price,  iuod  that  providence  guides  to  the  spot  the  Tery  person  who 
shaU  rwcue  it. 

You  believe,  I  hope,  in  the  special  proridence  of  God  in  such  a  case  orer 
Hoees.  But  you  saj  you  have  no  predestined  action  or  position  among  men  to 
make  your  mark  on  the  world,  to  have  your  name  blown  abroad  on  the  brazen 
-  trumpet  of  fame.  Your  path  may  be  obscure,  your  work  manual  toil,  your  name 
written  in  water,  your  memory  as  shortlived  as  the  grass  or  flowers,  and  yon  con- 
dude  there  can  be  no  special  providence  over  such  a  life ;  its  coarse  is  too  humble 
for  such  direct  care.  It  is  intelligible  enough  in  regard  to  Moses,  the  founder  irf 
a  great  nation ;  but  it  really  seems  hard  to  think  that  God  should  humble  Himself 
to  guide  the  concerns  of  one  whose  opinions,  actions,  and  life  are  of  do  importance, 
of  no  character.  But  it  is  a  mock  hnmility  that  forgete  the  facte.  What  is 
your  condition  and  your  course,  rightly  viewed  ?  Is  it  not  one  far  more  moment- 
ous and  influential  than  if  you  were  merely  destined  to  occupy  the  most  splendid 
earthly  throne,  or  heir  the  greatest  name  that  has  ever  resounded  through  time? 
You  are  on  your  way  to  immortality ;  if  you  are  a  ChnBtian,  you  are  on  yonr  w^ 
to  a  heavenly  throne  that  shall  never  crumble— to  a  renown  in  comparison  of 
which  the  largest  reputation  on  earth  ia  but  as  an  inaudible  whisper  to  the  voice 
of  the  thunder.  You  think  jour  birth  a  small  thing,  your  early  escapes  from 
danger  tri&ing  to  all  but  yourselves.  But  to  God  th^  are  not  trifles  ;  they  are 
steps  in  the  evolution  of  the  drama  tbat  shall  have  its  issue  in  the  retributions  of 
et^nity — they  are  the  beginning  of  a  history  that  shall  go  on  with  God  as  long  at 
God  shiall  live.  Is  that  course  and  that  destiny  not  worthy  of  the  care  of  Heaven  ? 
I  pny  you,  then,  what  is  worthy  of  the  care  of  Heaven?  Is  it  the  comve  of  the 
great  monarch,  whose  whole  period  of  earthly  power  shall  not  exist  above  ■ 
century,  or  shall  fill  with  renown  even  a  few  centuries,  whose  reputation 
looks  import>ant  enou^  to  be  controlled  by  Providence?  And  is  your  deatiny 
unworthy  of  it — a  destiny  that  shall  fiU  not  a  million  of  years,  but  an  eternity, 
with  its  fruits  ?  Surely  the  mistake  is  not  in  conclnding  that  Hoses  in  his  aii  of 
faulruHhes  may  be  specially  watched  over  and  that  yon  may  be  neglected,  but  in 
concluding  that  any  great  earthly  career  should  be  Uie  object  of  divine  provideoce 
rather  than  your  own. 

In  the  providential  history  of  If  OSes  we  are  to  read  onr  own  ;  to  feel  thii  God 
is  in  every  step  of  onr  life — not  to  fill  as  with  pride,  but  to  make  us  revaent, 
devout,  and  earnest ;  to  feel  that  He  ia  working  out  a  great  future  for  us,  and  we 
are  to  go  apart  with  Rim. 

If  the  issue  be  as  stupendous  as  eternity,  what  moat  he  the  importance  ef 
regulating  each  step  in  the  beginning  of  sudi  a  course?  If  there  be  anything 
in  this  world  for  the  exercise  of  a  special  providence,  it  is  not  the  earthly  great- 
sesE  of  the  Pharaohs,  the  Nebnchadnczzara,  the  Cnaars,  the  Napoleons ;  it  is  tJie 
interests  of  the  iramorlai  soul.  Hold  to  this,  '  The  very  hairs  of  your  h^d  are  all 
numbered.'  Believe  it.  Your  steps  are  all  guided  with  unspeakable  inter«t, 
for  every  act  is  fashioning  the  form,  sculpturing  the  proportion:,  and  laying 
on  the  colours  of  your  eternity.  It  is  now  the  seedtime;  the  seed  is  in  Uw 
ground,  in  the  d^kness,  but  wiU  soon  emerge  into  the  light  of  heaven.  Believe 
me,  what  seems  the  little  events  of  your  life  are  as  well  wort^  noting  and  being 
read  in  a  just  light  as  though  you  were  filling  the  highest  positions  among  men. 
There  is  as  much  meaning  in  your  life  as  in  that  of  Moses.  If  his  was  so  marked 
long  before,  it  is  not  to  distinguish  him  from  others,  but  to  reveal  the  great  law 
of  divine  care  over  all  human  lives.  You  believe  that  the  little  basket  was  as 
really  watched  and  guided  as  though  you  saw  God's  hand  come  forth  in  visible 
brightness  to  grasp  iL  You  believe  that  it  was  a  divine  providence  guided  the 
ste^  of  the  compassionate  princess  to  that  spot.  No  doubt;  but  equally  did* 
divme  providence  watch  every  step  of  your  infancy,  turn  aside  from  you  deaths 
oft,  and  bring  to  your  succour  the  most  suitable  persons.  These  interpositioni 
are  not  less  real  or  less  importaot  because  your  life  has  put  on  no  visible  gtMtoefl> 
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Bim-^Kit  on^  His  tenderness,  bat  also  His  wisdom. 

The  Eicape. — So  remarkable  a  mcae  tnighl  be  sappoMd  to  forecaul  a  remarkabU 
career.  It  u  quite  true  that  Tatnj  lives  have  been  wondenuUj  preserved  which 
j9t  come  to  nothing.  But  a  Ufe  that  comes  ont  in  no  visible  greatness  of  result  is 
DOt  therefore  a  life  worth  nothing,  noi  ore  the  events  of  singular  experience  in  it 
lost  becanse  the;  have  not  an  open  and  abounding  result  here.  For  we  don't 
believe  that  this  short  life  is  the  whole  arena  of  human  power  and  achievements — 
that  there  is  no  farther  or  greater  field  fo;*  man.  Do  we  not  believe  in  immor- 
telitf?  Do  we  not  look  wltit  hope  beyond  the  clods  o}  the  churchyard  ?  Do  not 
the  conscjoas  energies  withiii  our  being  resent  the  bore  suggestion  of  coming  to  an 
ignominious  close  in  the  dust  of  death?  Do  ■we  not  all,  in  oar  better  moments, 
amy  forward  the  cffltscionsness  of  continued  being  over  paths  lighted  by  other 
nme,  and  amid  the  CMnpanionahips  of  Other  scenes  ?  What  is  the  strongest  of  all 
our  natoral  arguments  for  immortal  being,  apart  from  the  resurrection  of  Christ  ? 
Is  it  not  that  the  powers  that  are  in  man  hare  no  adequate  field  in  this  life  worthy 
□fieir  magnitude,  or  furnishing  a  sufficient  outlet  for  them?  In  all  inetances  the 
poven  that  have  achieved  the  most  brilliant  results  were  capable  of  far  more  than 
they  ev«  did.  Is  it  not  true  that  every  man — even  Moses,  with  so  long  a  life — 
lesTea  his  work  thus  undone,  always  in  fragments ;  that  death  comes  in  to  take 
Lwa;  ike  worker  while  yet  his  natural  force  is  unabated ;  and  that  many  men,  the 
moet  splendidly  endowed  and  equipped  for  the  service  of  the  Church,  have  been  cut 
ilcFwn  before  they  had  been  allowed  to  do  anything  worthy  of  their  transcending 
atnHljea?  Do  we  not  find  that,  in  the  removal  of  men  who  promised  to  be  leaders 
^i  benefactoTH  of  their  race  on  the  verge  of  their  manhood,  our  only  relief  is  the 
asEurance  that  these  powers  have  not  perished — have  only  been  tran^erred  by  the 
great  Master  to  a  nobler  field  of  action?  When  we  take  the  glorious  assurance 
^  the  gospel  immortality  and  eternal  life,  we  cannot  question  that  the  future  is  . 
the  gtsnd  scene  of  the  greater  career — that  this  is  only  the  training-school  for 
eternity.  There  it  is  that  the  powers,  which,  like  the  sap  of  the  tree  in  winter,  are 
drivai  down  into  the  dark  roots,  and  not  allowed  to  come  out  in  the  beauty  of 
foKsge  and  fruit  till  they  acquire  a  concentration  of  vigour  for  ultimate  manifesla- 
tioTi,  riiall  find  the  expanidon  that  is  denied  them  here.  If  so,  then  the  strange 
and  angular  experience  of  life,  which  seemed  to  us  the  mark  of  a  divine  brand  put 
iin  the  icdividual,  shall  bear  higher  fruit.  With  an  immortal  nature,  nothing  is 
lost  unless  itself  he  lost.  If  it  be  lost  to  Christ,  then  all  is  lost — eternity  is  lost — 
life  ia  lost — experience,  attainments,  all  are  Imt.  But  if  the  immortal  eoul  be 
aved  to  Christ,  then  al!  these  earthly  experiences  are  saved  to  Him  too.  All  his 
trials  and  deliverances,  all  his  prosperity  and  wealth,  shall  go  with  him,  and  come 
forth  in  nobler  fruit  in  heaven.  Bretlu'en,  let  us  lesm  to  measure  all  our  ex- 
perience by  the  standard  of  eternity ;  in  that  future  this  seed  shall  expand  into  a 
glorious  harvest. 

The  Trainiytff.-—  The  same  divine  providence  thai  directed  the  rescue,  tqaally 
iirecled  the  education.     The  child  was  given  to  the  mother. 

And  nobly  did  that  mother  fulfil  her  behest.  Her  early  trvning  was  written 
out  iQ  the  career  of  her  great  son.  Who  can  doubt  that  it  was  under  that  mother's 
tare  that  his  great  soul  was  led  to  the  knowledge  and  faith  of  the  covenant  God  o( 
Israel?— to  the  hope  of  the  oomingSaviour  of  mankind?  Where  and  how  did  Moses 
get  his  rehgion  but  at  the  knee  of  that  Hebrew  slave-mother?  Who  can  doubt 
that  she  taught  him  of  the  God  of  her  fathers ;  of  His  gracious  manifestatJons  to 
tem  in  the  past,  when  they  were  a  wandering  tribe  of  herdsmen ;  and  of  His 
promises  of  a  great  future  for  their  nation,  that  would  outshine  the  splendour  of 
their  present  oppreaaor's  majestic  position?  Who  can  doubt  that  in  that  early 
boae  were  laid  the  fonndatioua  of  this  most  glorious  character,  in  the  fear  of  God, 
m  the  faith  of  Christ,  in  the  science  of  etfimity,  in  the  contempt  for  this  world's 
fleeUBg  show,  in  the  acceptance  of  devotion  to  God  and  God's  people  as  the  only 
pJMible  law  of  existence  and  action  ?  Who  can  doubt  that,  by  the  principles  and 
^tit  instilled  in  that  home,  the  young  man  in  his  splendid  position  at  the  court  of 
Plwwh,  surrounded  l^  all  the  fascinations  of  royalty,  was  preserved  from  its  cor- 
mptjons,  And  remained  as  modest,  troej  andfaithful  to  God  as  though  he  had  never 
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Ut  the  obacoiitjr  of  a  peaaant's  hut?    Who  okq  douhf  that  it  w 


whole  character  and  covree  reveal  a  itedfaatnees  that  coold  be  given  only  bj  earl; 
ine^,  growing  vlth  his  growth,  and  atreugthening  wiUi  hia  atrengUi.  All  tumanr 
to  tlie  noble  mother  who  did  her  part  ao  nobly  I  And  what  a  reward  was  hen, 
tituB  to  have  given  tlie  Church  the  grandest  man  that  ever  trod  the  atAge  of  time !  • 
Though  ahe  appeare  to  have  died  before  the  redemption  of  larael  from  Bgjptjan 
bcokdage,  a  slave  in  a  land  of  slavery,  she  may  have  lired  long  oiougb  to  aee  hv 
■on  an  eidle.  Still,  that  mother  in  larael  doubtlesa  never  wavered  in  her  gralitnde 
to  Qod  for  having  given  her  auch  a  Ban,  nor  in  bw  faith  that  Qod  by  him  woold 
w(»k  Bome  great  deliverance.  Enough  that  she  had  done  hts  part,  had  iioiFn  the 
good  seed ;  ahe  coold  leave  it  with  her  God.  Enough  if  she  waa  spared  to  eee  him 
fdlowing  the  counaels  of  her  maternal  faith.  More'  satisfying  to  that  motha'i 
heart  than  all  greatness  would  be  the  assurance  that  he  was  a  good  d 


n  covenant  with  God  by  fwth.  That  was  a  greatneBs  more  aatisfyiig 
to  tier  tban  a  place  on  Pharaoh's  thnme,  And  that  ia  a  greaiaees  that  may  ww 
stimulate  the  faith  and  perseverance  of  every  Chrisijan  moUier  now,  that  her  child 


may  become  great  in  the  kingdom  of  Christ. 

Qod  has  put  His  command  on  every  Christian  parent :  '  Bring  up  this  ohild  for 
me.  Train  it  as  a  poesible  power  of  sovereign  action  in  the  world,  with  reverence, 
with  watchfnkteaa,  with  earnest  love.'  He  who  bought  us  with  Hia  blood,  the 
grand  Bnler  of  the  nniveiw,  King  of  kjiiga  and  Lonl  ot  lords,  who  became  a 
servant  for  ns  that  He  might  set  uh  among  the  princes,  haa  given  this  charge  to 
«very  parent :  Take  this  child  and  nurse  it  for  me.  This  child  is  mine,  it  is  bought 
with  my  predous  blood.  I  shall  claim  it  at  jour  hands  as  a  sacred  deposit  which 
T  placed  there.  I  give  you  the  blessedness  of  keeping  it,  of  caring  for  it,  of  watch- 
ing over  it,  of  doing  everything  for  it.  But  the  cluld  ia  not  yours,  it  ia  mine ; 
only  a  trust  from  me  in  your  hands,  which  1  will  recall  ere  long,  and  it  may  be 
soon.  It  has  a  glory  and  a  value  far  transcending  what  belongs  to  a  mere  child  of 
earth.  It  belongs  to  me ;  it  is  kindred  to  me ;  it  is  the  blood-royal  of  heaven.  I 
want  to  make  it  a  fit  companion  of  the  ransomed  family,  to  have  a  plaoe  in  my 
palace  at  my  right  hand,  to  succeetT  to  a  great  throne,  to  wear  a  splendid  crown 
in  a  kingdom  that  is  enriched  with  unsearchable  wealth.  I  have  put  a  great  price 
on  the  uiild  ;  I  have  redeemed  it  from  bondage ;  1  have  drawn  it  from  pe^lion.  I 
give  it  back  for  a  time  to  your  mat«mal  bosom.  See  that  you  deal  with  it  and  train 
it,  not  as  a  mere  comfort  to  reflect  your  own  selfish  joy,  or  as  a  transient  ornament 
of  your  life.  See  that  you  look  on  it  day  by  day  not  simply  as  a  tenant  of  earth, 
to  shine  with  a  sweet  brightness  for  a  few  years  in  the  eyes  of  loving  friends,  and 
then  shed  all  this  bright  beauty  in  the  loathsome  grave  ;  but  look  on.it  as  b«u 
for  the  skies,  to  be  trained  by  you  not  for  a  high  worldly  position,  but  for  eternal 
greatness  ;  to  be  trained  by  you  with  such  faith  in  the  result  that  you  shall 
feel,  when  your  child  is  t^n  from  you  by  deaUi,  that  your  hopes  and 
joys  and  labours  are  not  frustrated,  but  fulfilled  in  the  event — that  your  child  in 
dying  has  eimply  blossomed  out  into  the  perfection  ot  jc^  in  heaven,  haa  risen  to 
the  rank  in  glory  which  was  not  possible  to  it  in  the  chmate  of  earth ;  and  yoa 
shall  have  your  natural  sorrow  for  this  separation  more  than  compensated  by 
securing  aU  that  for  which  you  trained  your  child.  And  in  the  end,  when  yon 
and  your  redeemed  child  meet  in  glory,  when  you  see  all  his  greatness  in  that 
kingdom, — a  more  splendid  greatness  than  the  aged  Jacob  saw  when  he  went  down 
to  Egypt  to  find  his  son  Joseph  governor  over  all  the  land—than  the  Qneen  of 
Sheba  beheld  in  Solomon's  court, — then  you  will  grudge  no  night-wateMng,  no 
days  of  care,  no  weeping,  and  labouring,  and  praying,  imt  shall  have  an  over-pay- 
ment of  delight.  Then,  by  the  sweetness  ^  a  mother's  kive,  by  the  Sarionr'i 
Uood  ponred  out  for  its  ransom,  by  the  waters  of  baptism  shed  over  it,  t^  the  hope 
of  seeing  your  child  in  gbry,  I  beseech  you  train  your  children  iot  God  I 
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FunsBAL  senicee  in  CMinection  wiQi 
the  death  ot  Mr.  Stewsrt  were  con- 
dncted  on  the  10th  May,  in  the  forenoon, 
1^  Ber.  Mr.  &irott ;  in  the  afternoon, 
by  Ber.  Mr.  M'Coll,  Partick,  who,  at 
the  close  of  the  eeimoa,  gave  the  fol- 
lowing sketch  of  Mr.  Stewart's  life  and 


Sti&thaTen  has  giren  many  digtin- 
gnjdied  miniateis  t«  out  Church ;  and 
th«e  Jamea  Stewart,  your  late  paetoi, 
was  bom  on  23d  Jnl^  1813.  His 
pannts  vere  worthy,  Chrittdan  people, 
and  they  made  it  thw  care  to  bnng 
up  Uieir  liuldieii  in  the  fear  of  Goi£ 
In  the  pariah  school  their'son  receiTed 
tlw  dements  of  leamiiig  under  a 
teacher  wboae  fame  had  gone  be^^d 
hie  own  country-aide  for  hia  ability, 
and  wboae  memory  still  lingers  in  the 
district  where  he  laboured.  But  the 
influence  that  told  moet  powerfully  on 
the  formation  of  Mr.  Stewart's  cha- 
racter remains  to  be  mentioned.  Uor 
church  in  StrathaTen,  in  which  he  was 
brought  np,  had  Umg  enjoyed  the 
ministrationa  of  men  of  no  ordinary 
mark ;  and  when  Mr.  French  went  there, 
Mr.  Stewart  was  (dd  enough  to  feel  the 
fall  force  of  his  attractiveness  and 
power.  His  admiration  of  his  minister 
was  nnbounded.  To  be  engaged  in  the 
same  work  became  his  ambition, — his 
ferroor  as  a  young  disciple  taking 
natinally  this  ijirection,  unfter  an  in- 
fiuenee  which  to  him  was  so  high  and 
so  commanding.  But  to  educate  him- 
s^  for  the  ministry  was  no  easy 
matter.  His  was  to  be  the  lot  of  many 
of  Scotland's  nobteat  ministeia.  By  his 
own  eamingB  he  was  to  support  himself 
during  the  long  years,  sowieely  required, 
of  preparatory  study.  With  these  he 
was  to  meet  the  expenses  of  his  edu- 

of  the  family.  In  due  time  his  college 
course  b^an.  Here  my  acqaaintanoe 
with  him  commenced ;  and  I  remember 
distinctly  ilia  first  appearaace  at  a 
meeting  of  students  in  t^  Testry  cf 
Old  John  Street  Oharch.  We  soon 
got  to  know  him  and  1a  like  him.  In 
the  eUtses  he  was  always  well  up  in 
his  worit.    At'onr  students'  meetings 


he  seldom  took  a  prominent  put  in  onr 
discussions ;  bat  at  those  pitoided  orer 
by  Dr.  Anderson — a  quieter  field,  but 
one  in  which  abilitv  hke  his  was  more 
sure  to  show — we  learned  to  estimate 
him  at  his  true  worth.  We  had  essays 
to  write,  and  these  our  lund  tutor 
ciiticiaed ;  and  I  remember  well  one  by 
Mr.  Stewart  which  was  greatly  praised, 
and  of  which  Dr.  Anderson  often  apoke 
to  me  afterwards  as  of  remarkable 
ability. 

During  this  time  Mr.  Stewart  taught 
the  school  connected  with  ova  ohurdi  in 
Anderston.  The  work  was  laborious, 
bat  it  was  never  neglected  or  treated 
aa  a  mere  stepping-atone  to  something 
higher.  I  hare  oftea  been  told  by 
tiuxe  whom  he  taught  how  painataking 
he  was.  And  now  he  was  under  another 
influence  iriiich  told  powerfully  and 
beneficially  on  him  as  on  many  more. 
Dr.  Btruthera  was  bis  minister,  and  ttua 
was  a  privilege  which  he  soon  learned 
fully  to  appreciate  It  was  impossible 
for  a  mind  ao  acute  and  inquiring  aa 
his  not  to  do  homage  to  the  vigour, 
sagacity,  and  tendemeas  with  which 
that  master  in  Israel  divided  the  word 
of  truth.  He  learned  from  iiim  what 
Afterwards  he  never  aufiered  himself  to 
fo^et,  how  diligent  and  thorough  all 
right  pulpit  work  must  be. 

The  Hall  fallowed,  as  nanal,  tlie  cotuse 
at  college.  Dr.  Thomaon  was  his  pro- 
fessor, ^  whom  every  one  of  his  old 
Epila  has  the  most  loviug  lemem- 
uice.  His  lectures  were  judidoua, 
and  they  were  evidently  the  fruit  of 
much  research  ;  and  he  had  the  faculty 
of  making  us  work.  And  here,  as  ^ 
along,  Mr.  Stewart  was  known  for  his 
diligence ;  while  from  time  to  lime  he 
vindicated  the  impression  we  had  fanned 
of  him,  that  he  possessed  no  ordinaiy 
power.  And  what  was  in  him  was 
best  known  to  those  who,  being  most 
intimate  with  him,  were  permitted  to 
see  the  work  prepared  by  him  during 
the  seasons  of  recess,  not  for  the  Eall, 
though  counected  with  it,  but  for 
criticism  elsewhere.  A  very  dear  friend 
of  hia  and  mine  told  mo  just  the  oUier 
day,  of  a  paper  of  his  written  in  these 
times,  on  one  of  the  abetnueet  sahjeots, 
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tA  the  rarest  reach,  aud  mbilotf ,  and  Christ  and  Him  cmoified.' .  And  hie 

Tigonr.  lectorea  bad  the  same  tone  and  eprit 

Mr.  Stewart  was  licesHed  to  preacb  in  them.    He  e^ouuded  nianT  of  tiie 

the  gospel  on  the  4tb  Januarf  1842,  Panline  epistles,  the  Gospels  of  Matthew 

and  two  years  and  a  h^f  or  shortly  and  Luke,  the  Acts  of  the  Apostlea, 

afterwards,  on  23d  Jul;  1844,  he  wsB  and  several  ot  the  books   of  tiie  Old 

ordaiued  minister  of  this  congr«^tioD.  Testament.    Into  all  these  he  entered 

In  the  interval,  overtures  were  made  to  with  special  care ;  delighting  most  of 

him   by  one   or  two  vacant   cbarchee,  all,  peihape,  in  following  the  footsteps 

which  he  did  not  see  his  way  to  respond  of  onr  Lord,  as  these  are  traced  by  the 

to   snd   enconrage ;    and    it  was  only  Evangelists.      In  bis   studies   of  these 

after  much   hesitation    that    he   came  great  themes,  while  be  did  not  disdsin 

here — indeed,  be  at  first  declined  your  help,  he  wss  disposed  rather  to  think 

call,  and  it  was  only  at  the  earnest  for  himself ;  and  he  did  so  not  to  esc^ 

solicitation  of  fathers  snd  brethren  tb&t  difficulties — rather  was  be  quick  to  see 

he    tdtered    his    decision.     There   was  them,  and  eager  to  have  them  solved. 

ample  cause  for  his  misgivings.    A  divi-  Perhaps  it  bad  been  betteir^at  least  for 

sion  was  imminent  in  &e  congregation,  popular  effect — if  there  had  been  lots  <^ 

Even  though   this  had   not  been   the  .this.     To  appreciate  it  fully  would  have 

case,  the  locality  was  changing  for  the  required— a  gift  how  rare — an  scutenen 

worse.    Mr.  Harvey,  Mr.  Stewart's  pre-  somewhat  like  his  own. 

decesBor,    saw    this,   and    dreaded    it  Thus  to  his  pulpit  pr^Mrations  his 

And  if  he  bad  Uiese  fears,   with  his  time  was  largely  given,  but  never  to 

courage,  and  e^)erieDce,  and  readiness,  the  neglect  of  anjr  other  department  of 

and  great  physical  strength,  how  could  his  duty.     The  visitation  of  the  congre- 

a   young  man — though  abler  in  some  gation  was  regularly  and  Bystomatically 

respects,  and  these  not  the  least  envi-  done.    He  was  assiduous  in  hie  atten- 

able,    yet  shy,    timid,  reserved,  with  tions  to  the  sick  and  the  dietressed. 

little  knowledge  of  the  world,  not  gifted  Many  whb  are  active  now  in  all  church 

with  the  noisier  qnahties  which  count  work  were  trained  in  his  classes.     They 

for  so  much — be  expected  to  rise  above  will  think  kindly  of  him  to-day.    Th^ 

them,  especially  when  a  split  was  ap-  received  from  bim  the  impressions  under 

prebend^?  which  they  were  saved  and  changed. 

Thus,  then,  did  bis  ministn'  begin —  lutellectuiJly  they  have  been  raoaliied 

the  discouragements  which  threatened  by  him   more   than    they  are  aware. 

it   from    the   first,    not   proving   less  They  have  been  undergoing  au  educs- 

formidabla  than  he  feared.    But  they  tion  under  him,  not  the  less  powerful 

were  not  suffered,  so  far  as  one  could  that   they   are   hardly  conscious  of  it-. 

see,  to  interfere  with  his  work,  though  For  much  that  is  best  and  highest  in 

the  influence  of  them  all  through  must  them,  they  are  indebted  to  bim. 

have  been  felt  by  him.    His  preparations  Work  like  this  in  ordinary  circom- 

for  the  pulpit  were  never  careless  and  stances   would    meet  with  what   men 

perfunctory.    He  had  set  for  himself  a  would  call  fair  success.     Crowds  might 

high  ideal,  and  be  always  aimed  at  it  not  be  attracted  by  it,  bat  tliose  would 

If  in  bis  later  years  there  was  less  of  who  can  prize  preaching  of  a  higher 

the  fastidiousness  of  an  earlier  time,  it  quality.     How  could  it  even  bold  its 

was  not  that  he  sought  to  spare  himself,  own  in  the  face  of  the  drawbacks  to 

but  because  he  bad  got  to  undeistand  which  1  have  adverted — in  the  face  of 

the  greater  beauty  of  simplicity,    -His  this  other   drawback,  that    for  yeus 

sermons  were  clear  and  thoughtful,  and  there  was  a  large  debt  to  face  ?    That 

they  were  pervaded  through  Emd  through  difficulty,  indeed,  was  bravely  met ;  and 

with  evangelical  sentiment     If  it  has  you  cannot  forget  how  generously  your 

got  to  beth&fasbionin  certain  quarters  minister  acted,  small  as  were  his  means, 

to  put  the  divinity  of  our  Lord,  and  his  example  encouraging  you  and  giving 

the  atonement  offered  by  Him  for  the  yon  success.     But  straits  like  these,  and 

sins  of  men,  in  the  background,  he  was  the  efforts  they  necessitate,  sometimes 

contented  to  be  antiquated.    The  good  lead  to  evils  which  in  more  proer«roiis 

old  theol<^  of  Scotland  commanded  circumetances  do  not  appear,    Eeart- 

hia  deepest  and  sincerest  convictions,  burnings  arise,  and  eslrangemenls~diR- 

He  knew  nothing  among  you  but 'Jesus  turbing  infiuences  these,  fitted  to  try 
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and  fret.  I  do  not  say  of  j^nr  mini-  had  been  Bpeaking  rather  too  much  for 
ster,  anj  more  than  I  would  say  cf  ;ou,  his  stfen^h,  and  mT  object  was  to 
that  he  was  above  these  inflaenceB,  and  speak  to  Um  ratiier  than  oUow  him  to 
always  disregarded  them.  On  the  other  Bpeak  ;  but  his  mind  was  running  upon 
hand,  he  was  peculiarlT  sensitive ;  and  his  illness,  and  be  wished  to  give  me  an 
this,  inonreatimsteof  theposititaiwhich  accountof  it.  I  littened  to  lii"i  for  a 
he  occupied,  and  of  his  oonduot  in  it,  little,  but  soon  found  an  opportunity  of 
ought  erer  to  be  considered  by  us.  diverting  his  attention  from  it  to  Christ, 
Some  years  ago  Mr.  Stewart  gave  to  aaa  Savioursocomplete,  that  he  needed 
the  world  a  work  on  the  Sabbath.  It  only  to  put  his  whole  trnst  in  Him.  In 
very  well  illustrates  many  of  the  quali-  support  of  this,  I  quoted  several  pas- 
ties I  have  claimed  for  him.  As  a  sages  of  Scriptore,  and  spoke  of  our 
treatise,  it  has  many  excellences ;  and  ^ands  of  encouragement  to  trust  in 
throughout  it  shows  how  dearly  be  Christ.  He  entered  into  the  statements 
prized  an  institution,  to  which,  as  a  with  his  whole  heart,  and  began  to  speak 
nation,  we  owe  so  roach.  himself  of  the  "  glorious  aU-sufficiency 

The  end  of  the  life  now  sketched  so  of  Christ,"  as  one  to  whom  the  truth  had 

cursorily  came  Tery  unexpectedly.  About  long  been  known  in  all  its  precionane&s, 

a  year  ago  he  had  spoken  of  himself  as  and  who  had  found  iu  it  rest  for  his 

in  the  beet  of  health.     But  the  years  souL 

which  he  very  likely  iffomiaed  himself  '  I  then  raayed  with  him,  and  I  knew 

he  was  not  to  get.    Quite  latelv,  be  fell  that  he  followed  the  prayer,  from  the 

suddenly  ill.    He  had  preached  to  you  stillness  of  his  attention  during  the  time 

with  more  than  his  asasl  vigour,  and  of  it. 

great  exhaustion  had  snpervened.  It  '  After  prayer,  I  left  him  for  a  little, 
was  the  beginning  of  the  end.  He  went  and  he  fell  into  a  dose.  On  awaking 
to  the  sea^e  for  a  change,  but  the  out  of  it  I  saw  him  ag^n,  and  this  time 
change  brought  no  real  improvement,  spoke  to  him  of  the  heavenly  blessed- 
He  came  up  once  and  addressed  yon.  ness,  quotinc  some  passageB  respecting 
He  came  up  a^in,  but  this  time  it  it,  particularly  the  one  in  the  7th  chap- 
was  to  die.  This  was  kindly  ordered,  ter  of  Revelation,  beginning :  "  Who 
as  such  things  often  very  manifestly  are  these  which  are  arrayed  in  white 
are.  He  was  to  spend  bis  last  days  robes,"  etc  Here  again  he  was  at  once 
with  those  with  whom  he  had  spent  his  at  home,  and  spoke  as  one  who  was  re- 
life,  and  to  whom  he  had  been  a  brother  joicinginbopeof  the  glory  of  God.  "Of 
indeed, — how  loving,  they  only  know,  course,"  he  said,  suddenly  checking  him- 
I  saw  bim  once  after  his  return,  and  self,  "  there  is  a  point — we  must  be  in 
feared — he  was  so  changed — the  worst ;  Christ ; "  and  he  repeated  it,  "  We  must 
the  worst,  that  is  to  sav,  f(v  those  whom  be  in  Christ."  But  m  Him,  "  what  glori- 
he  shoi^d  leave  behind.  On  the  night  ous  manifestations  "  are  awaiting  us ! 
of  Wednesday  week,  on  getting  home  at  '  His  strength  was  not  equal  to  length- 
a  late  hour  from  a  meeting  here,  I  found  ened  conversation ;  and  as  I  had  already 
a  letter  lying  for  me,  from  which  I  ga-  strained  it  enough,  I  withdrew.  I  re- 
,  thered  that  the  end  was  near.  I  could  mained  for  a  little  in  another  room,  but 
not  go  to  him  for  a  reason  that  many  as  the  night  was  advancing  I  retumed 
of  you  know.  But  take  this  account  of  home.  Next  morning  I  saw  him  t^ain, 
what  foUowedby  Mr.  Bamage,  his  oldcat  but  bv  this  time  he  was  past  speaking. 
friend,  who  would  more  fittingly  than  Mr.  Taylor  was  with  him,  and  had  en- 
myself  have  been  here  to-day,  if  he  bad  gaged  in  prayer.  During  the  night 
not  felt  that  this  duty  would  be  too  try-  hymns  had  be^  sung  at  intervals, 
ing  for  him :—  Whether  their  strains  reached  his  spirit 

'  I  was  sent  for  to  see  Mr.  Stewart  on  and  gave  him  solace  was  doubtful ;  but 

Thursday  evening,  the  night  before  his  while   the  "63d   Paraphrase  was   being 

death.     The  me£cal  man  was  in  atten-  sung,  a   sweet    smile    came    over  hu 

dance  on  my  arrival,  and  gave  it  as  his  countenance,  and  he    endeavoured   to 

opinion  that  the  end  was  near.    Up  till  join.    From  the  time  I  entered  he  gave 

this  time  Mr.  Stewart  himself  did  not  no  sign  of  consdousness,  and  we  oould 

seem  to  have  been  aware  of  bis  danger,  only  look  on.    About  noon  the  medical 

and  was  made  awu'e  of  it  only  a  few  attendant  called ;  and  having  expressed 

minutes  before  I  entered  his  room.     He  the  opinion  that  be  might  live  for  two 
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soon  beoame  erident  tfawt  the  iion  for  the  ministry  of  the  goqiel  tu 
m  drawing  near.  The  breatiiing  inborn,  And  lie  had  front  the  fint  a  hi^ 
beoame  quieter,  and  believing  that  the  ide&l  of  ministerial etceHence.  Bkpttj 
change  vw  tAaab  to  take  place,  I  pro-  was  iiu»f[ect«d,  bat  deep  and  ferrmt 
,  poaed  to  |«aj ;  bnt  feeling  OTercame  me,  No  feature  of  hJs  ohaiacter  wu  man 
and  I  wae  anable  to  proceed.  A  mo-  marked  than  hi*  lererence  tat  drriw 
ment  oi  two  more,  and  I  saw  tiie  last  UiingB.  He  Cbnld  aa  little  toloate  in; 
of  my  friend.  The  change  was  gentle  approach  to  levity,  aa  he  could  endnie 
and  pMceful,  like  one  fallu^  asleep.  any  appearance  of  pretence.  Si  pecn- 
' It  is aboat  forty  years  since  we  first  liareendttrenessimgbtiendeihimUtble 
met  at  oollege.  Broi^ht  together  1^  to  wrong  jndgniente,  bnt  he  wm  tho- 
our  parents  aa  fellow-lodgerB,  an  inti-  nmghly  honest,  and  ntather  his  soger 
macy  sprang  np  between  us  which  be-  nor  his  love  conld  submit  to  digguise. 
eame  docer  aa  tba  yean  went  by,  till  There  was  not  a  little  in  his  nttnn 
the  definition  given  of  friendship  was  ,  of  the  "  enthusiasm  of  hmaanitj,"  ud 
fully  realised  in  ns — <Hie  sool  in  two  he  had  an  ardent  admiration  for  irhat- 
bodiee.  He  was  affectionate,  tender,  ever  was  tine,  and  good,  and  nobh.  flid 
and  kind,  and  fetlowBhip  with  bim  wae  he  only  possessed  more  Gelf-oonfidiDce, 
enlivened  by  great  intellectn&l  activity,  there  were  in  him  elements  of  gieaUma 
Then  waa  ft  keen  edge  on  his  mind  which  wonld  have  carried  him  to  the 
which  fitted  him,  above  most  of  na,  for  front  of  public  movements.  But  the 
dealing  with  abatmse  questions,  some  of  disadvantages  under  which  he  SBrred 
which  he  handled  with  rare  ability.  His  here  are  surmounted  now,  and  we  en- 
shrinking  nature  kept  him  too  moch  not  doubt  that  his  place  at  last  ehaU  be 
in  Ok  shade.  Had  he  mixed  more  among  those  who  shall  shine  u  & 
with  men,  ssd  seen  more  of  the  world,  brightness  of  the  firmament,  snd  ai  tin 
he  would  have  done  more  justice  to  his  stars  for  ever  and  ever.' 


PERSONAL  PIETY  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  WORK  OF  THE 
CHRISTIAN  MINISTRY. 

AK  ORDIMATIOH  CBAROE. 
BY  THE  BEV.  A.  JACK,  FERRr-FOKT-ON-CKAia. 

My  dear  Bbother, — I  have  been  led  to  of  seeing  around  you  a  nanmmis  tui  i 
direct  your  attention  to  the  importance  flourishing  congregation,  ooiuistiiig  d 
of  personal  piety  in  relation  to  the  work  those  who  sre  trees  of  righteouBBBB,  tie 
m  which  yon  are  to  be  henceforward  en-  planting  of  the  Lord  that  He  mij  1» 
g<^cd.  glorified,  you  must,  constrained  tr  On 
Personal  piety,  let  me  say,  is  india-  mercies  of  God,  present  yourself  a  nviDg 
peosable  to  your  comfort  and  success  sacrifice  to  Him ;  &nd  you  must,  cra- 
m  the  fulfilment  of  the  ministry  with  strained  I7  the  love  of  Christ,  live  baiM- 
whicb  yon  have  jnst  been  entrusted  forth  not  unto  yourself,  bnt  nnto  Bin 
Withfiut  this  you  will  have  no  pleasore  who  died  for  us,  and  who  roae  spin- 
in  the  duties  yon  are  called  to  perform  ;  A  self-consecratiDn  and  devoteffliM 
you  will  discharge  them  in  a  half-hearted  umilar  to  those  so  pre-aninently  dii- 
and  perfunctory  way ;  you  will  have  no  phiyed  bj  the  great  ApoaUe  of  the  Gffl- 
reaaon  to  look  for  a  blessing  upon  your  tilea  must  be  yonra,  m  order  that  Jw 
labours;  and  if  a  blessing  doesatt«nd  maybe  at  once  ableandwilhngta^im 
Uiem,  it  will  afford  you  no  real  satisfac-  and  be  spent  in  the  service  of  onr  Divine 
tion.  Onthecontru7,BhonLi  they  bear  Master,  and  in  order  that  you  may  paf- 
fruit,  in  the  convenricai  of  sinners  and  tidpate  in  the  joy  of  tiie  Lord  ow 
the  edification  of  saints,  it  will  be  more  sinnen  who  have  becmne  penitent  ondtf 
a  surprise  and  a  bmible  to  yon  than  a  your  preaching,  and  over  those  whom 
gralificatitHi  and  a  stimulus  to  further  yon  have  contribnted,  in  however  bdmD 
exertion.  If  your  employment  as  a  ad^ree.toaddtothenDmberof 'leinH 
minister  of  the  goepd  is  to  be  congenial  on  the  earth,  and  tiie  excellent,  wid 
toyon,  and  if  yon  are  to  reap  the  reward  whom  »  all  ^dd^hL'   TonrBiw*! 


™«n!wl^^        WOBtOF  THE  CHBIBTIAN  MINISTRY.  311 

moBt  be  the  pradnct  and  ezpresBion  of  moraiiMidionaAnddMigenniitemptfttkm 

jonr  own  iniUridiul  persuBBioit  of  the  to  which  the  minister  of  the  gospel  is 

trnth  of  the  gospel,  and  experience  of  copoaed  than  this.     We  aie  verj  tipt  to 

iti  power,  elee  it  will  not  be  a  happy  ta«at  the  Bible  u  a  mere  book  of  texts, 

Biiiuttiy  to  yotmelf,  a  beneficial  mini-  and  to  write  our  gennons  onlf  with  a 

itr;  to  others,  or  an  acceptable  miiustry  view  to  get  decently  and    ereditaUjr 

to  God.  through  the  bmdnesB  of  the  SabbaUi. 

ColtiTate,  tiien,  mj  dear  brotlier,  re-  We  aro  prone  to  discharge  the  rarioaa 
ligion  in  your  own  heart.  Nourish  and  duties  of  the  paabmrte  as  simple  matt«n 
dKiish  joar  own  penona}  piety  by  tiie  of  routine.  We  are  Terr  ready  to  pcr- 
Bame  means  whereby  you  seek  to  pro-  form  our  functions  aocording  to  cnstom, 
dnce  and  promote  piety  in  others.  Let  and  a«itis  expected  of  us  intheposition 
jonr  mind  dwell  on  the  grand  rerities  we  occupy,  without  any  proper  ^tpreda- 
df.Cbnstianitj, — not  od[j  with  a.  view  to  tion  of  the  eolemnitv  of  the  interests,  or 
bang  them  before  the  minds  of  your  of  the  importance  of  the  inues  which  are 
people,  bat  wit^  a  view  to  derive  sua-  involved  in  them.  If  we  do  not  err  in 
lenance  from  them  to  your  own  epiritual  this  direction,  we  are  apt  to  make  our 
life.  Hake  all  ^x>ur  studies  lobaervient  discourses  mere  displays  of  otir  own  in- 
tojonrownspintualcnltureandedifica-  gennity  or  ability,  of  our  learning  or 
tioD,u>dnob  idinply  to  prepare  you  for  eloquence,  aoaatotickletheeaniof  men, 
four  pablio  appearances  in  the  sanctuary,  and  gain  their  applause.  We  are  prone. 
Let  the  traths  npon  whii^  you  meditate,  to  fulfil  onr  duties  duntily  or  elegantly, 
and  which  you  make  the  themes  of  your  strikingly  or  imposingly,  tnat  so  we  may 
diKonnea,  take  hold  upon  yoiir  own  gratify  men's  tastes,  and  secure  their 
beait,  and  exefcise  their  proper  influence  admiration  of  onrselTes,  wiliioat  think- 
npon  it,  and  so  yod  will  be  enabled  to  ing  of  any  ulterior  resolt 
■peak  fi»m  faith  to  failii,  from  the  heart  Now  the  grand  safeguard  i^unst 
to  the  heart.  If  jon  preach  your  dia-  these  and  all  similar  temptadons  by 
caaam  to  yourself,  and  profit  by  them,  which  you  may  be  assailed  lu  proeeeut- 
tliey  will  not  fail  to  be  profitable  to  ing  your  high  vocation,  is  to  be  foond  in 
Dlhen.  If  yoT)  make  them  a  reflection  an  eBmest  penonal  piety-  H  your  own 
ind  an  expresaion  of  your  own  inner  soul  within  you  be  hungering  and  tidnt- 
life,  they  inll  assuredly  display  vitality  ing  for  the  bread  of  life,  and  for  Uie 
udpower.  GhoooeevangeUcalBubjects;  water  of  life,  you  will  be  very  careful 
let  the  doctriaes  of  grace,  irtiicli  the  good  what  yon  bring  forward  to  your  people 
^lirit  owns  and  blesses  for  the  conver-  for  their  soul's  entertainment.  If  yon  - 
Bi(ai  of  linnera  and  the  edification  of  be  yourself  drawing  water  with  joy  from 
lainie,  be  the  siaple  of  your  discoutses ;  the  wells  of  aalvation,  and  if  yon  be  re- 
and  then,  let  what  you  have  to  say  upon  eeiving  out  of  Christ's  falness  grace  for 
theae  mbjects  aSect  you  and  impress  grace,  you  will  not  be  indifierent  about 
^OD,  and  it  will  iuftJlibly  affect  and  their  apiritual  nurture ;  you  will  not  for 
nDpraa  othere  likewise.  Determine  to  bread  give  them  a  stone,  for  a  fish  a 
know  nothing  amon^  your  people  but  serpent,  nor  for  an  egg  a  scorpon.  Yon 
Jcsaa  Christ  and  tf'T'  crucified,  and  will  not  be  concemcd  to  plesse  the  ear 
allow  your  own  nature  to  be  moved  and  merely,  or  to  gratify  the  taste,  or  inte- 
ttirred  to  its  very  depths  by  tlie  testi-  rest  the  imagination,  or  to  axncise  the 
mony  yon  bear  oouceming  Hnn,  and  you  reaton,  or  to  affect  l^e  feelings  of  your 
will  be  likely  similarly  to  move  and  stir  people ;  but  you  will  be  concerned  to  do 
the  inner  nature  of  tnoee  to  whom  yon  what  you  can  to  save  their  souls,  and  to 
miniiter.  If  you  present  to  others  that  build  them  np  on  onr  most  holy  Uth. 
which  has  affrnded  nonrishment  to  your  You  will  no  doubt  press  all  your  re- 
own  soul,  it  will  in  all  probability  afford  sources  of  ingenuity,  and  ability,  aad 
Qourisluncait  to  their  souls  also.  Sealize  learning,  and  culture,  and  eloquence 
the  word  of  God  as  spoken  by  you  to  iiif«  your  serriee ;  but  it  will  not  be  to 
be  a  quick  and  a  powmul  thing,  and  it  cmnmeud  yourself,  it  will  be  to  com- 
will  come  homo  with  power  aijd  efficacy  mend  Christ  to  Ihe  acceptance  of  your 
to  those  who  hear  it  fellow-men.     You   will  not  indul^  in 

Beware  of  handling  the  word  of  Qod  metaphysical    subtleties,    philosophical 

decdtinllT,  and  of  dealing  wiUi  it  in  a  speculations,  or  seienl^fic  disquisitions, 

There  is  not  a  as  the  manner  of  some  is ;  but  you  will 


otf  miy,  and  of 
c  imfesncamt 
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bring-  before  tliem  tlic  truth  aa  it  U  in  piety,  tbere  can   be  no  cotofort  and 

Jems,  nbicti  is  »ble  to  make  them  wise  success  in  the  work  of  the  mlnisby. 
unto  salvation.     Yoa  will  not  indulge  in         If  yon  thus  abonad  ia  prayer  on  your 

rajuii  deckmation  and  inane  platitudes  own  behalf,  you  will  att^n  to  a  fteeitm 

about    B    Christianity    divorced    from  and  fulDCBEin  leading  the  devotJonsaf 

dogma,   about  a    religion   of    charity,  others,  which  cannot  be  acquired  in  au; 

which  knows  no  fixed  principles  or  be-  other  way.    You  wijl  have  much  comfort 

liefs, — a  pretty   structure   destitute  of  and  enlargement  of  heart  in  conducting 

any  foundation — a  precious  fruit  to  be  the  flupplicatioaa  of  the  sanctuary.    Yoa 

Iwought  forth  without  root,  or  stem,  or  will  be  able  to  enter  into  the  rarious 

braoches,  or  leaves,  or  life,  or  sap^the  wants  of  those  before  you,  and  to  eeA 

baseUsa  fabric  of  a  vision,  which  floats  for   their   supply.      Your   prayers  will 

befi»e  the  disordered  eyes  of  some  men  exhibit  a  richnefis  and  on  aptneea  and* 

in  these  days, — but  you  will  inculcate  fervour  which  they  could  not  otherwise 

that  doctrine  which  is  according  to  god-  possess.     And  yon  will  carry  the  desum 

linns,  and  you   will  habitually   direct  and  aspirations  of  your  heareis  along 

attention  to  tJiose  facta  and  principles,  with  you,  and  secure  an  answer  of  p^. 

through  the  cordial  reception  of  wnich  if  you  do  not  obtain  the  rery  bleeaiiip 

men  can  only  become  good  and  virtu-  you  seek. 

oua.    True  religion  in  your  own  heart        Once  more.  You  are  not  only  to  culd- 

will  prevent  you  from  going  astray  into  vate   personal    piety   by   frequent  aad 

any  of  those  bypaths  into  which  you  fervent  prayer;    you    are  to  cultivnte 

may  at  any  time  be  tempted  to  deviate,  personal  piety  by  the  exercise  of  pr^H. 

Further,  yon  are  not  only  to  cultivate  The  Church  has  never  yet  fully  developed 

personal  piety  by  the  application  of  the  the  capabilities  of  the  service  of  song  as 

truth  to  your  own  case  and  necessities ;  a  means  of  grace  in  the  midst  of  her, 

you  are  to  cultivate  personal  piety  by  and  very  few  individual  ChrialianB  tuni 

frequent  and  fervent  prayer.    You  must  their  private  praises  to  such  account  as 

be  ever  alive  to  your  own  needs  and  they  might.    There  are,  in  connectdou 

wonts,  to  your  own  deficiencies  and  im-  with  this  department  of  divine  worship, 

perfections,  and  you  muBt  be  ever  seeking  possibilities  of  usefulness  of  which  ven 

that  they  may  be  met  out  of  that  iiiex-  few  have  as  yet  any  conception.  _  If 

hauBtJble  fulness  that  is  treasured  up  in  praise   is   tA   be  one   of    the  principal 

Christ    A  constant  communication  of  occupations  of  the  redeemed  in  heaven— 

asking   and   receiving,   of  seeking   and  if  it  is  by  means  of  praise  that  perfect 

getting,  must  be  kept  up  between  your  piety  is  not  only  uttered,  but  suslained-;- 

^nptineas  and  the  divine  fulness.     You  surely  praise  might  be  made  to  oontri- 

must  be  continually  drawing  uppn  the  bute  more  than  it  does  to  increase  and 

resources  which  the  Giver  ot  all  good  mature  our  piety  here.    Sing  unto  the 

places  at  your  command,  and  your  ex-  Lord,  then,  bless  His  name,  show  forth 

hauBl«d  spirit  must  ever  return  to  Him  His  salvation  from  day  to  day.    I** 

to  be  replenished.    ~Like  the  Psalmist  of  your  heart  overflow  with  gratitude,  and 

old,  you  will  direct  your  prayer  to  God,  your  mouth  with  praise.    Give  full  e^" 

and  will  look  up.     You  wUl  take  God  pression  to  your  joyful  admiration  of  ik^ 

at  His  word,  and  will  eipect  Him  to  do  imsearchabteness  of  redeeming  wisdo""! 

as  He  has  said.    You  will  plead  with  Him  and  to  your  adoring  gratitude  for  ^ 

llie  own  promise,  and  wrest,  as  it  were,  lichee  of  redeeming  love.    As  the  tOkc 

the  blessing    you  require   out   of    His  of    the    early    Christians,    when   thev 

bands.     You  will  refer  everything  to  enjoyed  the  higheet  manifestatioiiB  of 

God,  and  will  unbosom  yourself  fully  to  the  Spirit's  presence  and  agency,  and  tt 

Him.    Yon  will  apply  to  Him  in  every  the  foreign  tongues  tbey  then  made  use 

emergency,  and  by  a  swift  ejaculation  of    declared  in   lyric   numbers  and  in, 

obtain  from  Him  that  grace  to  help  musical  cadence  the  wonderful  works  d 

which  your  circumstances  demand.    Let  God,  so  should  you  s^  by  th&  Isdd^ 

a  prayerful  spirit  characterize  you  all  of  pi«iBe  to  ascend  to  the  loftier  Btigbia 

through,andletallyoQrworkBbehegun,  ot  Christum  piety  and  spirittial  eipen- 

continued,  and  ended  in  God.    There  ence.     If  your  heart  deughta  itself  u> 

can  be  no  personal  piety  where  there  God,  if   your    tongue   speaks  of  H" 

is  no  believing,  inoessant,  importunate  righteousness  and  honour  all  the  d>T 

pr&yer ;  and  i^iere  there  is  no  peiscmal  long,  and  if  you  mi^e  your  wWe  ^ 
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TOcal  ■m&  Eia  praise,  the  serrice  of  song  in,  and  will  derive  profit  from,  this  too 

in  the  hoose  of  God  will  ha?e  in  your  much     neglected    jortion     of     public 

estimation  a  speciftl  importance  and  sig-  worship,    and    jron    will    enable    joor 

uificance,  ana  yotu  selections  will  be  people  to  t«acli  and  admonish  one  an- 

very  curefuUy  made,  and  will  manifest  n  other  in  psalms,  and  hymns,  and  spiritual 

pecnliar  adaptation  to  the  circumstances  "■- —   -!-~ — ~;<i.  ».»«»  i.,  !■»><>;-  ko..-* 
of  yoor  people.    Yon  will  have  pleasure  - 


rBBSBTTBBui,  FBoOEBDiNaa.  agBinat  (ha  meuDTB,  in  term*  accordant 
with  the  jphDciplei  of  tb*  United  Prei- 

Own/riei.—Thit  preibylery  met  on  Sd  byterian  Church.      Draft   petilioni  were 

June — the  Rev.  Jamei  Hay  Scott,  modera-  read  andiigned  by  the  moderator,  in  name 

tor.    Tbe  Ret.   John  Sellar  was  choien  and  by  appoiDtment  of  presbytery.    The 

moderator  for  tbe  next  tnelre  monihi.  preabviery  also  recommend  seisiona  in  the 

&fr.  James  Aitlcen,  student  of  the  fourih  bounds  to  promote  seuional  and  congrega- 

year,  having  performed  all  tlie  enerciaea  tional  petition!  witboaC  delay.     Messrs. 

prescribed,   the  cleric  was  initructed   lo  Clark,     Ure,    and    Bovman,    Damfries, 

certify  him  to  tbe  oextaesiion  of  the  Est),  were  added  to  tbe  committee;   and  tbe 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Rev.  James  cammitiee  instructed   to  co-operate  with 

Rothnie,  with  a  certificate  from  Dr.  Thorn-  other  Dissenters  in  carrying  out  the  object 

son,  Bonmemoaih,  ststing  that  as  he  can  of  their  sppoiatment.    Next  meeting  will 

no  longer  cbeiith  the  hope  of  being  fit  l>e  held  at  Dumrries  on  the  first  Tuesday 

for  the  regular  work  or  hia  charge,  and  or  July. 

that  bis  health  requires  a  prolonged  period  Dtmftrmline. — This  presbytery  met   in 

of  release  from  the  dnties  and  cares  of  tbe  Edinburgh,  b  Queea  Street,  on  tbe  ISIh 

pastorate,  he  places  himself  and  the  con-  of  May — tbe  Rev.  Mr.  RnsaeU,  moderator 

gregaiion  in  tbe  hands  of  tbe  presbytery;  protem.    The  followingnotice  in  reference 

reqnestinz  them  to  take  tbe  whole  circum-  to  Dr.  M'Michaers  death  was  read  and 

stances  of  the  case  into  iheir  eame«t  and  adopted : — '  In  entering  on  their  records 

kindly  consideration,  and  maiie  such  ar-  tbe    death    of    Neil     M'Micbael,    D.D., 

rangements  as  in    their   judgment  may  minister  of  Gillespie   Church,  'Danfenn- 

seem  best  for  giving  the  congregation  tbe  line,  for  tbe  last  38  years,  and  Professor 

benefit  of  a  staled  minisirr.     The  presby-  of   Church    History   to  tbe   Synod,   tbe 

t^y   unanimoDsly  agreed  to  record  tbe  presbytery   agreed    to    record    the    deep 

expression  of  their  deepest  sympathy  iritb  sense  which   tbey  entertain   of  tbe  loss 

Mr.  Rothnie,  and  instrnded  the  moderator  which  tbe  presbytery  and  the  Church  at 

to  convey  to  blm  Iheir  continued  and  on-  large  have  tliereby  sustained,  end  their 

abated  interest  in  tbe  trying  circumstance*  siucere  sympathy  with  his  bereaved  widow 

in  which  he  was  placed.     Mr.  Kinneor  and   family,  and  with   tbe  congregation 

was  appointed  to  preach  at  Castle- Douglas  gver  which  he  so  long  presided.    As  a 

on  tbe  third  Sabbath  of  June,  and  intimate  pastor,  Dr.  M'Michael  was   diligent  and 

the  substance  of  Mr.  Rotbnie's  letter  to  tbe  aETeciiouale,   and  in  doctrine   uncorrupt, 

congregation,  andmakesocborrangements  As  a  member  of  presbytery,  he  gave  con- 

OS  the  circumstances  of  tbe  case  may  re-  scientious  attendance  at  its  meetings,  was 

qnire, — -tbe  report- to  be  received  at  next  eminently  judicious  in  counsel,  and  ever 

meeting  of  presbytery.    A  letter  was  read  ready    actively   to    co-operate    in    those 

from  Mr.  George  Johnston,  elder.  Lore-  measares  that  were  deemed  by  the  presby- 

bom  Street,  intimating  that  the  congrega-  tery   advisable  for   promoting    the    best 

lion  had  added  £20  to  the  income  of  Mr,  interests    of    tbe    denomination    or   Uie 

Rae,  in  name  of  bouse  rent.    Tbe  presby-  cause  of  religion  generally.     As  a  pn>- 

tery  agree  lo  express  their  ratification  at  fessor,  he  discharged  the    dnties   of  his 

this  announcement.     Mr.   Barclay,  con-  ofiSce  with  ability  and  efficiency;  and  by 

vener    of    the   committee    appointed    to  the   part  which  he  took  in   originating, 

watch  over  any  pablic  movement  regard-  and  tbe  seal  itltb  which  he  promoted,  the 

ing  the  Patronage  QnesCion  in  Scotland,  scheme   for    aiding     aged     and     infirm 

reported  that  tbe  committee  badconsidered  ministers,  he  has  laid  the  Church  under 

the  Duke  of  Richmond's   Bill,   recently  lasting  obligations.      As  a  man,  he  was 

bronght  into  tbe  Uouse  of  Lords.     As  re-  uptight,  open,  and  genSrous,  and  in  r 
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coaenffttioil,   uid    hit    brethren  ia   the  in  the  call  to  a  minictcr  for  Bom  StrM 

minittrj,'     The  diwk  wu  intlrncted  to  Chnich.    A  meeting  of  Ae  eongregitioD 

Mndacopyof  the  aboTe  to  Mr*.  U'Htehael.  had   been  held,   at  irhich    the  nujoiil; 

Beed  •  tetter  from  Kr.  Train,  preacher,  nere  io  favour  of  a  call  being  giTea  to  tli« 

nnder  call  to  Alloa,  declining  said  call,  Bei.  John  Uitcbell  Banaf,  of  Collece 

which  WM  Bccoidinglj  aet  aside.      The  Street.     Dr,  Brace  abo  stated  that  iGc 

clerk  intimated  that  a  c^,  addressed  to  call  wat  ;«igned    br  3C5   memben  ind 

Ur.  Welsh,  Kincardine,  b;  the  Campbell-  adhereol*  or  the  chnrch.     The  call  nu 

field   congreaation,   Glaagow,  had   come  mstained;  and  Br.  Brace  wai  instrndtd 

Inte  bis  hand*,  that  be  bad  proceeded  in  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  the  peipoH 

the  matter  according  to  the  rales  of  the  of  prosecuting  the  call.    A  letter  was  rud 

Chnrch,  and  had  summoned  the  parties  froaiBeT.Hr.Thirde,01laben7,  Shetland, 

to  thU  meetine  of  pTesbTter;.    The  call  resigning  hia  charge  of  that  congreestioi. 

was  _pnt  into  Mr.  wehh  s  hands.    Com-  Sup^lj  was  appointed  to  FroKeaiorCaiiiu' 

mlMioner*  from  both  eongregatioai  being  pnlpit  daring  the  sewion  of  the  Hall, 

pmtent,  the  .reaeoni  for  translation  and  XJlgin  and  Inxmeu. — Thta  pretbjteij 

onnren    to    the  some  were   read,   after  met  at  Forres  on  the  I6th  June  —  Bar. 

which  Mr.  Welsh  intimated  hi*  aceeptanee  Bobert  P.  Donglaa,  moderator.     A  letter 

of  the  call.    Hewaa  then  looted  from  his  wa*  read  firom  tlie  Bacfaan  Preibjteij, 

charge,  and  inslracted  to  repairwithin  the  reqnefting  the  presbTterj  to  consider  tM 

honnda  of   the  PresbTterr   of   Glaagow.  propriety   bf   recommending    tbat   thoH 

Mr.  Graham  was  appointed  to  preach  the  member*  of  the  Chnrch  belonging  to  ^ 

ehnreh  racant,  and  Hr.  Bnsseil  to  moderate  fishing  population,   who  may  be  Tisitiag 

in   the  sesiion.      The  clerk  laid  on  the  Peterhead    or    FraserbnTgh    daring   the 

table  a  petition  from  the  congregation  of  herring  teasoa,   Bhontd    take  with  them 

iDTeriteithing,  praying  the  pres^lery  to  certificates  of  their  church  membenhip, 

gnat  them  a  supply  of  preachers  with  with  a  riew  to  a  daeminlHterialcarebeing 

(he  view-  of  aecnring  a  colleague  to  Mr.  taken  over  them,  and  lo  the  seccess  oftM 

Fleming,   ea   acconnt  of   fuling  health,  special  erangelistio  effort*  pnt  forth  br  Ibe 

The  preabyteiy  nnanimonsly  granted  the  presbytery  among  the  stranger*  in  ues* 

prayer  of   the   petition,   eipressed  deep  places.    The  preebyteir  agreed  lo  recom- 

^path;  with  Mr.  Fleming  in  his  afflic-  mend  to  the  session*  of  ChapelbtU,  Nain, 

tioD,  and  recommended  his  namo  to  be  Barghead,    and    Jjossiemonth    to   adopt 

f laced  a«  an  annniUnt  on  the  Aged  and  mensures  to  give  effM  to  the  desire  ex- 

Dflrm  Minister*'  Fund.    Mr.  Alexander  pressed  by  the  Bnchan  Fresbjteiy.  and 

waa  appointed  moderator  for  the   next  instructed  the  clerk  to  communicate ',llu> 

twelre     month*. — This    presbytery    met  recommendation  to  the   clerks  of  tbM 

•g^n  in  Limekilns   on  Friday  the  S3th  sessions.      The   pmtbyie^    ananimooilT 

May — Hoy.  Mr.  Jarria,    moderator  pro  agreed  to  prepare  a  petition  in  favoni  of 

tern.    It  mta  reported  that  Dr.  Johnston  the  Bill  at  present  before  Farliameot  for 

had  died  at  Edinbu^  on  Sabbath  the  the  Abolition  of  CompnIsiMyChtnvhSatti 

34th  May.    mie  annomioement  was  m-  in  Scotland— said  petition  to  be  forwariei 

eeired  with  dMp  regret,  and,  after  prayer  toTIsconntBtacdnfF,  H.P.,forpreseDlBlioi> 

by  the  Rer,  Mr:    IfDaw^   hjs    name  to  Parliament.  Thepresbyteryalsoagi«N 

waa  dropped  from  the  roll  of  presbytery,  unanimotisly  to  prepare  a  petition  against 

At  the  reqaest  of  Mrs.  Johnston  and  the  the  Bill  at  present  before  Parliasaenl  ftr 

leisioD,  the  BeTs.   Dr.  Harper   and  D^  the  Abolition  of  Patronise  in  the  Cbtmh 

Peddie  were    appointed    to    preach    the  of  ScotUud,  and  io  farour  of  the  disestsb- 

fnneial    sermons   on    Sabbath   the    31st  Hsbment  and  diseadowmcnt   of  the  Suie 

May.      Ur.   Borland  wai    appointed    to  Chnrch  in  Scotland— (aid  petition  to  be 

preach  the  ehnreh  Tacant  OD  Sabbath  the  forwarded  to  U.  E.  Grant  Doff,  Esq.,  H.P.> 

Tth  Jane,  and  Mr.  Btusell  to  moderate  in  for  presentation    to    Parliament.     Next 

the  session  during  the  vacancy.     Messrs.  raeetiugwas  appointed  to  be  held  al  Nairn 

Bnss^   and    Jarrie   were    appointed    to  en  Tuesday  after  the  second  Sabbath  of 

draw  up   a  notice    in   reference   to  the  Anpist 

death  of  Dr.  Johnston,  At  the  request  /"oftint.— l^i*  presbytery  met  on  rt* 
of  the  session  of  Qilleipia  Church,  Dr.  Sd  of  June— the  Ber.  Dr.  0^n«i 
Scott,  Home  Secretarr,  was  appointed  lo  moderator.  The  presbytery  appointed 
dispense  the  Lord's  Supper  to  the  con-  the  Ber.  Andrew  DoddaT  moderator,  Mr. 
grtmtion  on  the  last  Sabbath  of  June.  Burd,  clerk,  and  Mr.  White,  treasoiar, 
Editinirgk.—S.  meeting  of  this  pre*,  for  the  next  tweWe  manths.  The  cloA 
byteiy  was  held  on  Ta«iday,  Sd  June  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Samud  Ssalll, 
— Mr.  Bobertson,  Bread  Street,  mode-  nnder  c^  to  Bo'neas,  tntimaling  his  ae- 
rator. Dr.  Bruce  fthe  clerk)  saTs  in  ceptaace  of  said  call.  Mr.  Slesth  being 
the  rsport  of  the  result  of  the  moderation  present,  the  call  waa  put  into  hii  hand, 
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ud  be  gaT«  *11  hia  trial)  for  ordioatioa  to  and  had  a  free  and  eoDfidential  conTena- 

lliBnliifutioiioftheprMbjteT7.    Where-  tion  on  the  snbjeet  of  tbe  propofed  union 

apon  the  pnabjtviy  appointed  hie  ordina-  of  tbe  Freibyterian  Chnrtbei  in  Ireland. 

liDD  at  Bo'oGn  on  the  S3d  initant,  the  Tbe    preibjtery,    while     eipretsins     aa 

KcT.  Jams*  Conwa^r  to  preach,  and  the  oameat  deiire  for  nuion,  if  it  coDld  be 

Bei.  William  Bote   to   ordain   and   ad.  aecompliebed    on  tenni    coneiitent  with 

drwi  miniiler  and   people.    Mr.  Wilson  their  principlei  and  hieton',  franUr  men- 

B^,  itndent,   delivered    a   lectnre   on  tioned  gome  of  tbe  diScnltiet  In  the  waj 

Dent,  xtiiii.  16-39,  wtiieh  was  austained.  of   immediate    nnion.      llie    preibyteij, 

Mr.   Baird   and    Mr.  A.    H.   M'Gregor  along  with  the  depntation  from  Scotland, 

kriiig  now  given  all  their  exercitet,  were  then  sdjonmed  to  meet  tbe  Union  Com- 

ctidfied  to  the  Divinity  Hall,  tbe  one  ai  mitteei  of  the  Irlib  General  Ajsemblj  and 

I  tfth  jear,  and  the  other  as  a  fourth  the  Eutem  Befonned  Sjnod.— The  pree- 

feu  Itndent.    The  presbjlery  agreed  to  bjXiT  niet  again  in   (ho   evening.     Mr, 

petition  the  Honie  of  Commons  agunst  Seott  and  Mr.  Qraj  were  appointed   to 

Ibg  PUronige  Bill, — alio  in  favour  of  the  repreeent  the  preebjcer?  on  the  Sjnod'a 

Bill  for  tbe  abolition  of  Church  Bates.  Committee  on  BilU  and  Overtares.    The 

Hut  meeting  on  the  Slet  July  at  11  .^.m.  preebytery  was  appointed  to  meetinEdla- 

Gi^imeay,  —  This    preibjtery    met    at  burgh  on  Tneada;,  12th  Maj,  at  *  f.m. 

Neirton>Stewart     on     9th     Jane  —  Mr.  The  preebjterj  was  also  appointed  to  meet 

Snitb,    moderator.      Mr.     R.     Llndsaj'  at  Belfast  on  Tuesdaj,  SSd  Jane.— The 

■ii   Reeled    moderator    for    the    next  presbjtery  met  at  Edinburgh  on  the  ISth 

Iwtlre  months.    A  call  from  West  Church,  May — Bev.  Hr.   Buchan,  moderator  pro 

Sttaniser,   in    favonr    of    Mr.    William  (em.    The  Bev.  W,  Cntbberlson  reiigned 

Tliomioa,  preacher,   wa«  laid  npon   the  hie  cherge  at  Portadown,  and  gave  his 

Uble,  ud  nnanimonily  instained.    Trial*  reasons  for  taking  this  step.    Mr.  Scott 

^  ordination  were    appointed    to    Mr.  jras  appointed  to  preach  at  Portadown, 

TbonBDn.      Mr.  T.  M.  Fleming,  itndent  and  intimate  Mr.  Cutbbertion's  reslgna- 

oFlbeseeond  year,  delivered  a  aennon,  and  tion  to  the  congregation,  and    summon 

uerciie  and  additlona,  and  wai  examined  them  to  appear  for  their  interests  at  a 

in  (hedogy,  hennenentics,  and  Latin,  and  meeting  or  presbytery,  appointed   to  be 

thdeik  wu  inMmoted  to  certii^  him  to  held  at  Belfast  to  dlipoie  of  Ihia  matter, 

tlie  BA.    Tariona  obmmitteee  were  ap-  on   the  3d  June.  —  The  presbyteiy  met 

poiated.   It  w«B  agreed  that  th*  annual  at  Belfast  on  Tuesday,  Sd  June  — Dr. 

cosruenee  on  evangelistic  effort  be  held  Bryce,   moderator  pro  tem.      Mr.    Scott 

on  6(h  October,  at  nrelve  o'clock,  iQl  the  reported  that  he  had  preached  at  Forta- 

elden  within  the  l>ounds  to  be  invited,  and  down,  and  intimated  to  the  congregation 

Hr.  Utehell  to  open  the  contawnce  by  Hr.  Cothbertson's  reaignation ;  and  that 

>wiing  a  paper   on   tbe  inbiect,     Next  Messrs.   Barton    and    Baxter   had  been 

neetiigof  pieabyteiy  tobe  heldat  Newton-  appointed  commissioners  tolbe  presbytery, 

Stewiit  on  Taeaday  after  the  first  Sabbath  The  eommiammers,  on  being  called  npon, 

nf  AiigMt.  eipressed  th^  warn  attachment  to  Hr. 

SIu^w.^The  tiiaal  monthly  meeting  Cuthbertson,  dielr  high  appreciation  of  hii 

of  tbii  pnabytery  was  held  on  Tnesday,-  ministrations    amongst  them,  and    thw 

Joie  il— Dr.  Tonng,  moderator.    A  call  deep  regret  thkt  he  should  have  deemed 

froBiPoIlockshavri  congregation,  in  favonr  it  expedient  to  reiign  his   charge.     The 

of  tbe  Ber.  James  M.  Donlop,  of  Dunbar,  memben    of   presbytery    also    expressed 

iigtied  byS7T  membert  and  82  ordinary  regret  at  parting  with  Mr.   Cutbbertson, 

liMKii,  was  sustained,  and  Mr.  Fraser  and  their  esteem  forbim  as  a  co-presbyter, 

ud  othen  were  appointed   as   commis.  A«Mr.  Cutbbertson,  however,  still  edhered 

"onen  to  Mosecate  tiie  call  before  the  to  bis  resignation,  the  preibytery  loosed 

Ediabm^li  Presbytair.  Tuesday  the  30th  him  from  hie  charge,   and  declared  the 

*u  sppointed  for  the  induction  of  Hr.  congregation  at  Portadown  vacant    Tbe 

loaag,  of  Edllietleaf,  aa  paator  of  the  Ber.  J.B.  Marwick  was  appointed  modera- 

Pukbead  coagregUios.  tor  of  the  aetsion ;  Hr.  Gray  was  appointed 

^re^EMd— ^is  presbytery  met  at  Bel-  to  preach  and  dedaretbe  church  vacant  on 

!WDatheilBtAj»il— Bev.  W.  Cnlhbert-  the  second  8abbath  of  June.    After  in- 

•on,  uoderator.    The  Eev.  Jame«  Steves-  qoiry  into  the  pomtion  and  prospect*  of 

no,  snd  Mr.  Smithson,  elder,  repreaents-  the  congregation,  it  was  agreed  cordially 

hvea  from  the  Dublin  congregation,  being  to  recommend  tbe  Hiinon  Board  to  grunt 

Piisentiwereassotiated  with  the  presbytery.  £30  for  support  of  ordinances  for  the  half- 

^e  Bev.  Peter  U'Dowall,  the  fi«v.  Janes  year  ending  December  31,  1BT4. 

Beanie,  and  Mr.  George  Pearson,  b  depn-  KeUo.  —  This  presbytery  met  here  on 

(•lioB  from  the   Synod's   Committee  on  Tuesday,  IBth  Inst.— Kev.  Muneo  Giffen, 

Oniontn  Ireland,  met  with  tbe  presbytery,  moderator.    The  Bev.  William  Borr,  Jed- 
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bnrgli,  itttei  tliat  heapMand,  along  with  lemoTcd  by  death  on  the  30th  Mif,  «>i 

coaimiuionen    from     hii    coDgreeation,  dropped  from  the  roll.  UeMri.ii(auhewioii 

which  nai  entirelj  of  ooe  mind  with  him-  andM'DoDaM  were  appoinled  to  prtpice 

■eir,    to    Bubniit   to    the    preibjter^   the  a  mloDte  with  reference  to  Mr.  Ydupe'i 

leaBons   which   bed    conitrained  him   to  death.      Agreed   to    aecDre  a  luppl;  or 

retire  fromtheitateddulie»of  the  ministry,  preachers  to  the  xacant  congregation.  Mr. 

and  to  obtain  the  aid  of  a  colieagne.     Mr.  M'Gilchtigt  reported  that  bii  cangr^iimu 

Barr  stated  that  be  had  been  fort;  yean  in  ArdrosBlD  hnd  made  an  addition  oF  £30 

in   the  ministrj,  and  thought  it  welt  to  annDallv  to  his  ttipend.    On  the  molion 

retire  now,  more  especially  a«  he  bad  it  in  of  Mr.  M'Innes,  seconded  br  Mr.  Cuio^ 

bis  power  to  laj  down  hia   emoloments  it  was  nnanimousl;   agreed  to   petiliDD 

with  his  work.     After  considerable  dis-  Parliament  not    to    pa8*  the  fitroiu^ 

cuGiion,  in  Ihe  conrse  of  which  care  was  (Scotland)  Bill  in  its   prtient  form,  Ibe 

taken  to  assert  the  iatj  of  congregation*  petition   to  he  sent  to  Mr.  Uaniion  fot 

and  the  Clinrch  to  make  provision  iu  aH  presentatioD  to  ihe  Home  of  Commons. 

OTdioaiT  cases  for  the'dne  maintenance  of  Th«  Revt.  Hesm.   Oit,  Kirkwood,  Fiir- 

agedmmiatenoniheirreiirement froBi the  sriere,  Philp,  and  Hnrrar,  with  ittitir. 

active  dultea  of  the  pastorate,  while  all  Matthew  Yonog,  Thomas  Bone,  and  Wc, 

credit  wa«  awarded  to  Mr.  Barr  and  his  M'Call,  elders,  were  appointed  the  pieibj. 

Gongi^atioD  for  the  manner  in  which  thej  term's  Committee   on  ErangelislJc  WoA 

propoaed  to  act  in  their  special  circnm-  dnring  the  ensuing  jear — Mr.  Fairgrieie, 

■lance*,  it  was  moved  bjr  Mr.  Jarrie,  and  convener.     Next   meeting  of  pretbjie:; 

seconded  bj  Mr.  Bilchie,  that  the  petition  will  be   held   in  the  same  place  an  iIm 

on  the   table  be  granted ;  and  the  vole  second  Tnetdaj  of  Jnty. 

buing  put,  it  was  carried  nnanimousl/ to  Jinros*. — TbispresbjlerymetatMihis- 

grant  the  leave  craved.    Mr.  Jarvie,  after  thort   on  the  Slst  April  — Bev.  WUlism     i 

some  ohaervalions  on  thePatronage  (Scot-  M'Queen,  moderator.    Mr.  Aikman  pre- 

Isnd)  Bill,'  moved    that    the    presbjterf  seated   the   annnal   report   on  atatiiiio, 

should  petition  the  Uoase  of  Commons  from  which   it    appeared    that  over  ibi 

against   it.      Mr.    Bogers    seconded    the  whole  presbjrtery  there  had  been  a  decresu 

motion,  which,  having  been  supported  b;  of  SO  in  the  membeiehlp  during  the  jeir; 

Messrs.   Barr  and  Eilchie,  was  adopted  that  the   income   for    ordina:7  pnip«sw 

nnHniraoaal/.  was   £S8  higher  than  in  1872;  f""!" 

Xifenomoci.  —  This  preshjtcry  held  a  missionary  and  benevoient  purposes,*" 

conference  on  evaneellaiic  work,  in  Port-  higher;  and  ibatforexlraordinarjcongre- 

land  Boad  Church,  Kilmarnock,  on  the  9 tb  gaiional  purposes,  £39  smaller:  tbearenge 

June.    The  conference  lasted  from  half-  contributions  per  member  being  for  ordinan 

pnstten  to  one  o'clock.    29  ministenaud  purposes,  i:i,  Os.  3d. ;  and  formisuontua 

41  elders,  beside  ordinary  members  of  the  beneTolence,  4a.  2id.— The  pre«bjt«JP° 

churches,  were  present.    The  Ber.  Alex.  ag»in   on  the   ISIh  June  — Bev.  Bobsn 

Dalrymple  presided,  and  Opened  the  meet-  Anderson,  moderator.    Commistionerisp- 

ing  with  devotional  exercises.     Mr.  Mur-  pea  red  from  the  East  Congregation,  wn- 

ray,   vice-convener    of    the  Evangelistic  rose,   and  laid  on  the   uble  a  P*""?"' 

Committee,  read  a  detailed  report  of  work  .praying  the  presbytery  to  grant  modeiauo" 

done  daring  the  past  jear.    The  Rev.  Wm.  in  a  call.     The  petition  was  granttd;  »"' 

Orr,   and  Eevs.   R.  M.   Gibson,  Partick,  Mr.Duncan  was  appointed  to  moderaleo" 

and  Wm.  Clark,  Barrhead,  severally  gave  the  evening  of  MoEdBy,-S9lhin»l-,*t'*'^'' 

addresses   on  special  evangelistic   effort,  o'clock.      It  was  agreed  to  peli'i^."'' 

Several   of  the  office-bearers   then   took  House  of  Commons   against  liie  ^"*? 

part  in   the  conference.      At  the  close,  Ministers    Bill,    and   in    favour   °'J~ 

(hanks  were  given  to  Mr.  Murrw  for  his  Chuiohea  and  Chapels  Exemption  ('"|*' 

report,  and  to  Messrs.  Orr,  Gibson,  and  land)  BUI,  and  of  Mr.  M'Laren'i  Cimttn 

ClarkfortheiraddreasesjandiheEvange-  Bates  Abolitioo  Bill.                         .    . 

lislic   Committee   was   directed  to   bring  ^irfcoWy.—Thii  presbyteiT  ""*'?  „, 

up  the  suggestions  that  had  been  thrown  Library,  6  Queen  Street,  Edinbnren.  ° 

out  for  consideration  at  next  meeting  of     the  ISth  May.    A  letter  was  i«*J.    ," 

presbytery.      The   presbytery  then   pro-  Mr.   John  G.   Train,  intimating  w'  '^■ 

ceeded  to  the  despatch  of  ordinary  bneineas     ceptajice  of  the  call  addressed  to  bun  J 

— Eev.   Bobert  M.  MTnnes,  moderator,  the    congregation   of   Bnckhaven.     ™' 

Thp  11..   -Tarn...  p.iPi.k  „..  appointed     Train  being  present,  gave  all  his  tnsUio 

nths.    Ap-      ordination ;   and  hit  ordination  wa*  •r 

maid  Co  give  sick  supply     pointed  to  take  place  at  Bnckba"^ 

1.  Sabbath  first.      After     Tuesday  the  ad  Jane.— This  pn^'^'Z 

<    rka    nsmii    nf  itiB    llrw  mat    Birain    at    TtnoVhann  nn  TaWnSy  U" 
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PiocMded  with  the   ordhiation  of   Mr.  Slnmraer  (_We»C).—TST.  WMitm  Tham- 

John  Q.  Train.      The  B«t.  Thomu  B,  ion,  pretcher,  aiusow^alled  June  Bth. 

Johnttone   preached   tha  ordination  lor-  AUoa  {Wtal\— Mr.  Williim  Thomson, 

mon  on  S  Cor.  V.  ao,  SI ;  the  Rev.  J»me*  proh>tioner,  GlugoiT,  eilled  Jane  IStb. 

ParUne    ordained    aud    addrcned     the  Kingharit. — BIr.    John   W.   Thomaon, 

minitter;   and  the  Bct.   David  Malloeh  probationer,  Qlaieaw,  called  June  ISIh. 

addressed  the  congregation.    The  preibj-  Canoagale,     Riiniurgh.  —  Mr.      John 

tery  agreed  to  petilioa  Parliament  againit  Tajlor,    probationer,    Edinbnrgh,    called 

the   Dake   of  Bichmond's    Bill   for   the  Jnne  ISIh. 

Abolition  of  Patronage  in  the  Established  

Chnrcb     of    Scotland.       Com miui oners  Obitujlbt. 

appeared  from  the  congregation  of  King-  a,  Muirtirk,  on  the  SOlh  Mij,  the  Bev. 

horn,  with  a  petition  from  that  congrega-  D^Tid  Yoong. 

tion  for  a  moderation  in  a  call  to  one  to  AtMoMbank,ShBtUod,onthe6lh  Jane, 

he  their  paitor,  or  colleague  and  sacccBiior  the  Kev.  Doncan  Millar,  in  the  56th  jear 

to  the  Rer.  James  HsrdiB.    After  aomen  of  his  age,  and  the  ISlh  of  his  minisirT. 

had  been  giren  to  the  nsonl  questions,  the  At  Oreeuock,  on  the   Hth  June,   ibo 

presib]>teTr  agreed  to  grant  the  petition.  Rev,  Solherland  Sinclair,  in  the  45ib  year 

aad  BFp<»nted  the  Rer.  Mr.  Gntline  to  of  his  ministry. 

preach  atid  moderate  in  a  call  in  the  , 

chnrch   of  Kinohom  on   the  eTenlug  of  HiwiOK— oPBHDia  or  i  vnw  cbukoh. 


ddj  on  the  £nl  TM.i.j  of  Jnlj,  to  Di.Kiillng  coo jiogllion  1»  lio  to.o, 

,  iSo  n^rt  of  tbo  mod.t.1.0..     ^       ^„  „,,„j  o5  Toe.d.,,  16th  J.o.,  ,.h.; 


Sftrtoff.-This  pr«byte™  met  on  the  pf^f^.^     Cairns,     Berwick,     preached. 

rTonfireg^on  of  Alloa  (Xt),  prying  Z''^^rV^Aft^^^°r%Ji.:. 

that  the  presbytery  would  grant  a  moJera-  „^.^^  j,^  ^een  in  esJitcnce  for  Iboat  1 U 

tioninacrilto  one  to  be  their  minister.  ^^^  coUectiou   amounted  to   np- 

The  stipend  proposed  la  iSOO,  mclnsiTe  of  ^^^^^^  of  f  320 

£10  of  wpeoiet.    The  presbytery  unnni-  '       

moosly  nanted  the  petition,  and  appointed 

the  moderation  to  uke  place  on  the  cTcn-  """«  °'  i™  «>vaDi«o«  btokb  ot  a 

^g  of  the  15th  inst,  Rel.  W.  D.  Moffat  to  "^  <'«'™<=a  ^'  ^^  •>*^'<^- 

nreacb,   and  preside  in   the  moderation.  On  Thnreday,  Hay  SSth,  the  foundation 

The   presbytery  ouanimouily   agreed    to  stone  of  the    new  Presbyterian    ebnrch 

petition  both  Houses  of  Parliament  against  now  in  conne  of  erection  at  New  Baroet, 

the  Patronage  Bill,  and  for  the  disestab-  by  the  congrsgation  of  which  the  Rev.  O. 

lisbmentanddisendowmentof  Established  Drysdsle  is  the  pastor,  was  laid  by  H.  M. 

churches.      Messrs   Cowan   and    Arnold,  Malheion,  Esq.,  of  London;  and  the  pro- 

Etndents,  gave  discourses,  which  were  sua-  ceedingi,  not  only  of  the  afternoon,  but  of 

uuned.     A  letter  of  transference  of  Mr.  theeveningalao,  were  of  a  most  gratifying 

John  Ii.  Hunter  from  the  Presbytery  of  chsracier,  the  atteadance  tbronzhDnt  the 

Kilmamock  to  this  presbytery  was  read,  day  being  large  and  influential.      After 

andsabjeetsof  examiastionand  disconraes  the  ceremony,  the  nameroua  company  sat 

prescribed  to  Mr.  Hunter.    Theclerkre-  downtalnncneon.   Thechairwasoccupied 

ported  as  to  congregations  in  the  presby-  by  C.E.  Lewis,  Baq.,  M.P.     In  the  evening 

terr  fnniished  willi  written  Constitntiora  a  poblic  meeting  was  held,  the  Rev.  Mr. 

conformable  to  the  model   in    Ralea  of  Dryadsle  in  the  chair,  when  interesting 

Froeednre,  and  it  was  agreed  to  advise  all  addresses  of  a  eongratntatory  kind  were 

the  congregations  in  tGe  honnds  to  provide  delivered    by   Rer.    Drs.    Edmond    and 

snch  Coostitntions.     The  conference  on  Morison,   and   Mr.  Boyd,  London,    and 

prayer-meetings  was  delayed.     Appointed  others, 

adu^onal    supply    to   Viewfield    pulpit.  — ;- 

Neit  meeting  of  presbytery  was  fixed  for  ^bb  socreii  of  bohb  of  HiNisTEns  ob 

the  last  Tuesday  of  July.  tub  uhitbd  fbebbiteuan  cnnacF. 


^^j^j^g  Som  time  ago*  we  noticed  the  first  annual 

RoK  Strut,  3lM>argi-Ti>t-a«y.  John     "P°'.\  °'  ^''  ^'''f'^"/  ^'^"i^.",!'! 
.  ^ii        .     '    .  >•      "  .    n.ii a .      banniiv  comnQged  of  what  were  once  two 


M.    Harvw/  A.M.,    of    College   Street     happily  composed  of  what  were 
Chnrch,  E4k.nrgh,  called  M  -  "—  confli«,nT.  ,f  not  nval  societies,  t 

PoUocksAaws^—Tht  Rev,  J 
lop,  Danbar,  called  Jnne  1st. 


arrey,   A.M.,   of    College  Street     "-t-i^;./. -""^f"- 
__     1,  ESid.nrgh,  called  May  2Tth.  conflicting,  if  n< 

PoifocAsftatoa^The  Rev.  John  M.  Don-    ""=''  "•«  "■"« 
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ftdently  Mitictpatsd  for  the  nnited  mdatiBi  Mid  WM  known  by  hU  writiiigt  a*  well  u 

A  coDiH  ot  greater  nternlneu  and  ncceM  bTlhi*  ewneat  ministrj. 

th>a  hmd  attended  their  divided  effortg.  Anothi  ippli  nti  n«  i»  -de  by »  wMor, 

We  hsTe  linca  seen  wilb  intereit  the  (nb-  aged  77,  who  1«  '  so  ftrail  and  infirm  ibe 

■eqaent  report!   of  ibe   Society,  and  ve  b«t  not  strength  to  do  (brhemlf  whit  the 

tbink  it  neht  to  netica  ihortlj  in  thia  woold  need  to  do,  and  tremblea   at  the 

Msguina  the  report  for  1873,  wbich  has  thought  of  getting  into  debt.     She  bopM 

jaal  been  iuned,  that  the  objects  of  the  the  ministers'  sons  will  not  withdraw  thrir 

Societj  may  be  kept  before  the  member*  mnch-priied  bonn^  from  her.'     Her  hns- 

of  our  Church,  band  was  SB  years  in  the  miniatiy.    Bei 

~The  Society  is  composed  of  sods,  grand-  father  was  also  a  minister  in  oar  Chnich, 

sons,  and  eons-in-Uw  of  ministers  of  our  and  died  in  the  60th  vear  of  bii  serrice. 

Chnrch,  and  the  aim  of  its  members  is.  It  is  stated  in  the  directors'  leport,  that 

from  motlrei  of  sympathy  and  kindness,  the  ease  of  widows  left  earlj  in  Ufowith 

to  eoutrlbnte  to  the  comfort  and  relief  of  the  care  and  edneaUon  of  ehildreo,  ud 

widows  and  children  of  decoased  ministers  with  Tory  limited  meant,  are  vomerov. 

of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  left  in  The  following  examples  of  this  aad  class 

destitute  circumstancet.  of  cases  are  giTen : — An  applicant  Is  40 

In  the  first  report  of  this  Society,  its  years  of  age,  is  the  daughter  of  a  deceased 
membership  was  stated  to  be  384;  it  is  minister,  and  tbe  widow  of  one  who  had 
now  4Bi.  Its  fands  have  also  increased;  been  !7  years  in  office.  She  hat  six  chtl- 
and,  daring  the  year  reported  on,  grants  dren,  whose  ages  range  &om  IS  to  6  jean, 
to  the  amonnt  of  £537,  lOi.  were  dittri-  Fire  of  them  are  at  a  public  school,  re- 
bated among  S4  widows,  or  families  of  ceiving  an  excellent  education.  The  en- 
.  deceased  mloisters,  in  sams  varying  from  tire  income  of  the  family,  apart  from  tbe 
£9  to  X30,  being  nearly  £190  more  than  moderate  sum  obtained  fram  the  Society, 
was  diTided  in  the  first  year  of  the  amal-  is  under  £50.  Another  applicant  is  me 
gamated  societies.  We  are  ^ad  to  notice,  widow  of  a  misiscer  of  20  years'  staiidiD£ 
also,  that  the  directors  of  the  Societj  are  of  the  age  of  SS,  left  with  four  cfcildien, 
able  to  assore  applicants  beforehand  of  whose  ages  vary  from  13  to  7  yeara.  Tb^ 
the  assistance  they  may  expect  during  the  are  all  at^chool.  Their  income,  part  of 
year,  as  it  is  stated  in  tbe  report  that  at  which  it  ancertain,  yields  about  £1  a 
their  annual  general  meeting  the  applica-  week.  Another  applicant  it  the  widow  of 
tionsfortheensuing  year  were  considered,  aministerof  19  years' standing,  left  wiUi 
and  that  '  tbe  torn  of  jCBIS  wat  allocated  fonr  cluldren,  between  IS  and  5  years  of 
for  distribntion  among  37  applicants.'  age,  three  of  whom  are  at  school,  and  their 
How  many  anxious  thoughts  and  tearful  only  stated  livelihood  is  £4G  a  jear,  de- 
forebodings  for  the  folaie  may  this  tender  rived  from  charities, 
consideration  prevent  1  We  regret  that  this  Sodety  is  not  so 

With  a  becoming  delicacy  of  taste,  the  well  known  as  it  should  be;  and  we  fear 

directors  ofthe  Society  suppress  the  names  that  our  ministers  do  not  take  theialeiest 

of  the  recipients  of  their  bounty ;  but  with  in  its  welfare  thej  ought  to  do.   The  illns- 

the  view  of  throwiog  interest  into  their  liations  we  bave  given  show  the  clamant 

annool  reports,  thej  give  illustrations  of  nature  of  the  cases  which  come  before  ihs 

the  nature  of  the  cases  which  come  before  Society,  and  that  tbe  aid  given  mnst  in 

them.    The  followiug  are  specimens  of  man;  cases  be  of  verj  great  serviea.   Tbe 

these:— One  of  tbe  applications  now  be-  applications  are  carefully  sifted  by  the 

fore  the  Board  is  on  behalf  of  two  sisters,  directors)Bnd  the  affurs  of  the  Society  are 

the  one  aged  87,  and  bedridden,  and  the  managed  with  pmdenc«  and  diKxedon  t^ 

other  aged  TS,  and  under  confinement  for  two  iHiards  of  directors,  one  oC  which  U 

menial  IndispoGition,  tbe  daughters  'of  a  located  in  QUsgow,  and  the  other  in  Edin- 

minieter  who  died  in  the  year  161,7,  after  burgh.     By  the  unobtrtisive  and  apontant- 

4S  years'  service  as  colleagne  and  sttcces-  out  mode  of  action  adopted  bj  the  Sodety, 

Sor  to  his  father,  wbo  was  miniater  in  the  and   the   expressions   of   sympathy  wiU 

same  congregation  for  32  years.    These  wbich  its  donations  are  accompanied,  &t 

twoladiescaTrybackthemiQlstrylol716,  feelings  of  all  are  spared.    We  coevally 

when  the  first  Secession  was  yet  unbroken  recommend  tbe  Soeietj  to  tbe  hvonrable 

bj  the  difision  wbich  soon  erterwards  oc-  CDOBideratlon  of  all  the  members  of  out 

curred.  Church.     Several  donaUons  are  Aaknow- 

Another  application  it  from  the  widow  lodged  in  tbe  report.    We  are  glad  to  ob- 

of  one  of  oui  ministers,  on  behalf  of  her-  terre  one  from  a  leading  Z>ondonoongi«ga- 

•elf,  aged  73,  and  a  daughter,   and  8S,  tion;*  and  wemaybepermltted  loaxprtH 

who  it  in  delicate  health,  and  can  do  little  tbe  hope  that  some  of  our  Scotch  congnga> 

tot  ber  own  support.    Her  husband  was  doni  will  toon  follow  this  good  example. 

45  years  in  the  ministry  of  our  Church,  ■  Eev.  Dr-  Maolarlane's,  Olapbam. 
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llotiMS  of  lUbi  ^nblicatums. 

Thb  Htbtbktu  or  Chbutuxiti  :  Biing  neu  aa   ii  pouible  for  inch  >  labjeet. 

tbe  Burd  Lecture  foT  1874.    Bj  T.  J.  ETeijihiog  tbat  can  be   mU<]   id  expori- 

Ckawcobs,  D.D.,  F.RS.E.,  Frafeuor  tton  uiddefenCBaf  theMriteriaidisciiMed 

or  D[Tiiiit]'  in  the  Uniirenitj  of  £dia-  U  Mud  cleailj  and   weU.      The  groand 

bnrgh.  taken  by  Dr.  Crawford  u  the  following  i 

wmiui  BIukvMd  *  3(Rt>,  LondDQ  ud  Edin-  '  By  a  myiterf  in  onr  present  dijcDHion, 

tmrgh.   ISli.  ire  nDdentand  aDine  matter  pertaining  to 

'  Tkk  poet,'  it  ii  eaid,  *  it  born,  not  made.'  the  divine  character  or  procednre,  irhich, 

Hh^  lame  may  be  affirmed  of  the  con-  even  nhen  revealed,  ii  not  fully  compre- 

trovenialist.     There  are  tboie  to  whom  a  hensible  by  tu;  lomething  miiak  i«  only 

Gonrae   of  argBmentatioD  i*  a  contintial  revealed  to  nt  in  pari,  and  which,  lo  far 

fea«t,   and    who  enjoy  with   a    pleainie  oa  It  is  nnrevealeo,  trBnacendi  the  limita 

possible   only  to  tbenuelvea,  the  deadly  of  hnman  knowledge;   something  as  to 

blows    they    have    debit    ont    to   their  which  the  teatimooies  of  Scriptnrs  extend 

opponents,  and  the  irrefragable  conclusion  onl^  to   the  reality  and   certainly  of  it, 

to  which,  by  a  series  of  self-evident  pro-  while  the  rtatona,  grotmds,  and  ecpiana- 

positions,  they  have  come.    Wa  suppose  Hom  of  it,  and  the  relation  which  it  has  to 

there  are  men  born  with  a  certain  pngL-  other  kindred  truths,  have  not  bean  dia- 

listiotendency,  and  who  delight  CphyaiuUy)  closed  in  the  oracles  of  God,  and  canoot 

in  arms.     So  also  ia  it  meot^y :   there  be  satisfactorily  ascertained  by  any  In- 

are  OolinChs  who  are  always  challenging  dependent    exercise   of   our   ova  facul- 

the  hesitating  host  to  send  forth  a  man  ties.  .  .  . 

that  tbej  may  6(ditwilh  him.  It  might  'Having  offered  these  explanatory  re- 
be  inferred  fr«m  tneir  possession  and  dia-  marks  on  the  qneation  before  us,  we  now 
play  of  thia  polemical  disposition  that  proceed  to  the  discnssion  of  that  qnesttonj 
they  were  "persons  ot  an  nnamiabla  and  and  in  doing  ao,  I  may  observe  that  there 
disagreeable  description, — persons  mnch  to  are  »ix  rapata  in  which  a  revealed  doctrine 
be  feared  and  altogether  avoided.  Bnttt  may  be  coDsidcrad  as  having  mystery  con- 
ia  not  so.  When  they  doCf  their  armonr,  nscted  with  it ;  namely, — ^O,  in  respect 
th^  are  often  the  most  peaceable  of  of  the  albaeme  tff  inUTnal  evidaice  by 
mortals.  QThe  waving  of  the  plumes  on  which  the  doctrine  might  be  veriflea, 
Hector's  helmet  alanued  bis  child;  the  apart  from  the  anthoritj  of  the  ravetatlon 
helmet  set  aside,  tte  bov  rqoiced  in  his  wfaichassaresuaofit.  Secoiul^  in  respect 
father's  presence.  The  Tion  in  the  chase  of  the  prr^ound,  ob»cure,  or  tratuoeTidaUal 
if  not  nnfreqnentl^  a  lamb  at  home.  And  nature  of  its  aabiect  relatively  to  the  finite 
■o  the  controversialist,  whose  pages  yon  compass  of  the  bnman  mind.  ThirtUy,  in 
read  with  a  feeling  of  dread  as  yon  see  respeetof  (AelmiMdaitenJo/itadiMiJOMires 
how  mercilessly  he  nses  his  logical  weapon  as  embracing  only  the  reality  tjf  the  thinn 
and  slays  his  illogical  foes,  is,  when  yon  revealed,  apart  fMm  the  reasons,  gronni^ 
gather  conrage  to  meet  him  in  the  quiet  or  explanations  of  them.  FvtirMiy,  In 
walks  of  life,  often  fonnd  to  be  the-most  respect  lo  its  ateamig  ineoH^ttatej/  mth 
ehcerfnl  and  delightful  of  companioiia.  other  doctrines  wrtlained  tn  the  revtiatiim 
And  it  ia  well  it  is  so;  for  while  it  is  to  be.  iie^,  or  tniih  Ike  diclateg  t^  oar  radiyaoi 
feared  contrcveny  will  never  cease  ao  long  ana  moral/ocuZties.  F'^Oii^,  in  respect  of 
as  onr  minds  are  so  divenely  conatiCnied,  the  iitademuKy  <^  haman  language  to  coa- 
yet-chari^  never  faileth,  and  of  aU  Uie  vey  a verjectly Jutland deJa^repre»eiUa- 
graces  it  is  (he  sweetest  and  moat  tUm  of  ii.  And,  akcihly,  in  respect  of  its 
attractive.  eontrariely  to  (he  thongiUs  and  diapo^iMS 
^ofessor  Crawford  ii  a  bom  polemic,  (/  mun  contidered  as  a  /ailen  a'ealure, 
and  he  is  one  of  great  vigonr.  He  girds  who,  through  the  darlcening  and  perrert- 
on  his  armour  with  evident  delight,  and  ing  influence  of  ain,  ia  incapable  of  right^ 
rejoiceth  as  a  strong  man  to  mn  a  race ;  diacarning  and  appreciating  it. 
and  he  runs  ao  heartily,  and  with  such  'Under  these  six  beads  I  shall  endeavour 
massive  strength,  that  he  carries  yon  irre-  to  state  tb«  general  argumenta  by  which  it 
aistibly  along  with  him.  The  subject  may  be  shown  that  Uie  myalerioumest  qf 
which  be  has  choacn  for  the  second  of  the  certain  doetrinei  is  not  in  UmV  eowadered 
Baird  Iiectnres  is  one  of  deepeat  interest  any  fujRcient  reason  either  ^r  eascluding 
and  greatest  moment,  'The  Mysteriea  of  Oiemfrom  the  ArlKleg  of  the  Christian faiih, 
Christianity;' andaceordingtothemethod  or  for  discrediting  Gie  ChTitiian  aijatem  on 
he  haa  prescribed  for  himself,  it  is  treated  4iecmaU  t^  them,  as  wttoorth^  <^  the.  tJMne 
with  great  abUity  and  aa  mnch  conclnsive-  or^in  and  authority  amuaed  by  it;  and 
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hk*ing  dons  K),  I  ihall  then  apply  the  reaion   and   thingi  that  ar«  coalrary  U> 

argntaenti  to  wme  of  tbe  more  impoitant  roMon ;  and  obKiru  that  whilat  things 

of  theK  doclTinei  of  the  goipel,  which  coDtrujtoreMoumast berejected, thingi 

were  commonlT  objecGed  to  on  th«  groand  iboTS  reason,  on  that  Terj  acconnt,  and 

or  their  mjilenoiuneu.  ...  in  themfelrei,  can  neither  be  accepted  nor 

'ThniwehaTeendeaToaredtoehowlhat  rejected.  They  rett  oa  eiidcDce,  and 
thing!  ineompreheniible  confront  aa,  not  mnBt  be  reeeired,  or  not.  According  to  the 
onlvinthe  great  tmthBornatBral  religion,  eTidence  addnced.  He  hoi  great  ikiU  in 
bat  in  eier;  other  department  of  human  itating  the  question  simply  ai  it  i*,  and 
knowledge ;  and  that  all  things  sboie  us  direitins  it  of  things  that  may  hare  been 
and  aronnd  ns  are  fall  of  rajiteriea ;  and  canfonnded  with  it  or  mixed  op  with  it,  but 
that  most  of  all  we  are  a  mjatery  to  our-  which  are  really  not  of  its  essence,  and 
mItss.  Snrely,  then,  we  know  no  reason  therefore  not  in  the  line  of  argament  for 
to  be  oltaded,  when  we  find  that  the  or  against  it.  Thus,  in  ditenssing  the 
doctrine  of  God's  revealed  Word  is  not  ia  mystery  of  tbe  Atonement,  he  veiy  pro- 
all  respects  lerel  to  onr  comprehension,  perly  shows  that  its  great  pecoliarity  ia 
Bather  ought  we  to  expect  mysteries  in  not  (offering  borae  b^  one  for  another,— a 
the  Word  of  God,  and  that,  too,  with  a  rery  common  experience, — bnt  the  snb- 
degree  of  confidence  proportioned  to  the  sUtation  of  one  in  tbe  room  of  othen. 
inaecessible  remoteness  and  transcendent  We  notice  aUo  the  admirable  faimesa 
greatness  of  the  sabjects  to  which  it  withwbichdifScaltieaintolableareallowed 
relates;  and  the  entire  absence  of  them  to  he  so.  Thns,  in  speaking  of  the 
in  any  professed  revelation  ought  not  nn-  objection  to  tbe  divine  purposes,  that  tbey 
reatonably  to  engender  a  aoapicion  that  it  lirtoaily  make  God  the  author  of  evil, 
could  not  have  proceeded  from  that  after  an  explanation  offered,  which,  on  a 
infinite  Being  whose  more  ordinary  walks  subject  like  this  explaios  nothing,  he 
and  ways  are  so  unsearchable.'  candidly  observes;  'The  tmth  is,  that  the 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Dr.  Crawford  grand  difflcnlty  connected  with  this  whole 
virtn^y  adopta  the  method  of  Butler  in  subject  is  just  tbe  old  difficahy  of  fAs 
bis  celebrated  treatiie  on  The  Analogy  origm  of  em,  which  men  in  all  ages  have 
q/*  Rtligfon,  NatarrU  and  SeMoXed.  It  vainly  attempted  to  solve.'  Jnat  so,  and 
has  become  faahionahle,  of  late,  in  certain  hence  we  wonder  Dr.  Crawford  assigns 
circles,  to  speak  somewhat  disparagingly  tbe  importance  be  aeems  to  do  to  the 
of  a  work  that'was  long  regarded,  not  explanation  referred  to,  which  ii,  It  is  a 
only  aa  one  of  consummate  ability,  bnt  of  fact  that  Bin  exiats.  '  God  is  no  otherwise 
unqnestionable  conclueivenesa.  While,  connected  with  sin  in  His  purposes  than 
perhaps,  too  innch  worth  may  have  been  in  His  aclnal  procedure.'  And  tbne,  con- 
ascribed  to  this  great  work,  it  is  to  be  tends  the  Doctor,  '  we  mnst  accept  the 
allowed  that  it  hat  been  andnly  depreciated  purpose  and  procedure  on  tbe  same 
hy  those  to  whom  we  have  referred.  Siill  tenns.'  We  trow  that  where  difficulty  is 
there  is  force  in  the  objection  which  they  experienced  in  this  connection,  it  attacbet 
bring  against  it,  via.  that  it  is  of  more  quite  aa  much  to  the  procedure  a*  to  the 
nlility  in  refatlng  objections  than  in  purpose.  Aa  onr  author  allows,  tbe  whole 
establishing  truth,  and  that  it  ia  rather  thing  is  inexplicable  by  us,  and  perhaps 
fitted  to  silence  than  convince.  To  be  told  to  ns  also,  in  our  present  state, 
that  there  is  yetanother  mystery  Chan  that  Not  from  any  want  of  skill  or  candour, 
to  which  yon  object,  may  only  produce  on  bnt-IVoni  tbe  very  natnre  of  the  case,  we 
yonr  mind  a  deeper  depreulon  ;  and  even .  meet  with  instances  of  the  Qordian  knot 
to  be  told  that  yon  mnst  in  consistency  touched  bnt  not  untied.  Thus,  in  noticing 
accept  both  or  reject  both,  may  be  qnite  the  objection  to  predestination,  that  it 
true;  bat  still  yon  may  feel  that  there  is  a  deprives  the  elect  of  moral  freedom,  be 
deeper  trntb,  and  that  it  ia  (Aia— tbe  truth  saya,  'This  objection  ias  no  appUcaSoM 
which  explains  or  harmonizea  both — that  except  to  the  eltel,  and  ikem  alone;'  and 
Tou  wish  to  reach.  The  mere  logical  then  affirms  that  tbe  elect  are  very  cordial 
faculty  la  not  the  chief  and  greatest,  in  the  matter  of  their  salvation,  and  the 
Lying  cutaide  of  its  special  sphere  of  Holy  Spirit  (as  shown  in  the  past  paper 
operation,  there  are  thanghts  and  senti-  on  tbe  diacnsaion  of  this  subject)  acta  ia 
nients  which,  though  they  refuse  to  take  a  a  way  consistent  with  <  the  glorions 
syllogistic  form,  are  yet  felt  lo  be  those  liberty  of  the  children  of  God.'  Now 
whicQ  do  moat  concern  themselves  with  it  occnrs  to  aaic.  What  Is  it  that  makes 
the  mysteries  of  life  and  religion,  and  to  tbe  elect  delight  in  the  work  of  thdi 
which,  indeed,  these  mysteries  mainly  salvation?  Is  it  native  goodness  or  divine 
address  tbemselvea.  decree  ?     The  former  sappoaitian  wonld 

Dr.  Crawford  carefully  and  rightly  dia<  be  at  once  rejected  by  them,  and  so  the 

tiagnishes  between  things  tlut  are  ohm  difficulty  stands  where  it  was.    And  thes 
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u  h)  tfas  woit  of  tbe  H0I7  Spirit  on  the  alwaji  thoie  to  nhom  trnlh  b  Akat,  and 

bunan  mind,  it  la  confeiiedlr  injiitoTions,  tlia  myiteij  of  life  a  sacred   Ihing,   and 

tnd  we  do  not  see  that  it  at  all  tends  to  who  crj  from  Iheir  inmoBt  heart  and  vltEi 

Iha  elneidation  of  the  mfitary  to  bring  to  their  whole  sodI,  *  What  shell  I  do  to  be 

itteid  Boodier  eqnollT  great.  UTed?'  or  if  the  qaeation  ii  pni  for  others 

Id  the  coudiidiDgdiaptei',  Dr.  Crawford  al«o,it  is  because  the;  wUh  others  and  all 

'  caaiioDs  against  prjiing  into  matters  that  10    be    'partakers   of   the  like  precion) 

■re nnrevealed,'  taking  as  hia  tozt,  'Juos  faith  '  for  which  the;  strire.      Nov,   the 

suth  antQ  him,  If  I  will  that  he  tarrj  till  example  of  our  Lord  in   Uta  treatment 

I  come,  what  is  that  to  thee?,  follow  of  Thomas   ahoW!,  that  where   donbt  ia 

than  me.'    Speaking  on  this,  be  goes  on  real,  and   honest,  and  terrible,  the  na; 

10  n;,  'Hour  ran  mae  things  be?  it  the  ia   which  it   it   10   be    met    is    that    of 

isqiiirj  which  such  persons  are  erer  and  manifesting  a  trul;  loving  spirit,  and  en- 

laon  proposing,  instead  of  being  content  conn gi ng  fearle is  inquiry.    The  wounded 

to  take  it  on  God's  nnerring  word,  thai  side  and  nailed  hands  and  feet  are  to  be 

th'agtareasfftdeelarai  them  tobe.    How  shown  with  a  countenance  beaming  with 

in   the  three   adorable  persons   of   the  jcaming  love.     And  we  suppose  that 
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Trinity  united  in  oneOodhead?     Howare  was,  to  no  small  extent,  in  the  intereats 

ihe  divine  and  the  hnman  nataiea  united  of  ibis  class  that  Dr.  Crawford's  Look  was 

in  of  JasuB  Christ  f    How  written — for  reall;  over  the  others  whsr. 

B  justice  has  been  satisfied  force  of  argament  shall  have  an;  power? 
niih  the  snfferiiigs  of  onr  I«rd  as  an  And  to  each  we  cordiatlj  commend  ir. 
npistionofhnmsn  guilt?  .  .  .  Tbeseand  No  one-will  be  more  readv  than  the  author 
lach  like  inquiries  are  too  often  fonnd  himself  to  acknowledge  that,  after  all  that 
occnpjiDg  the  time  and  engrossing  the  has  been  or  can  be  written  on  this  ail- 
iiteniion,  which  would  be  much  more  importantand solemn, andin manyrespccla 
pnifiMblj  employed  in serioaslj pondering  painful  aubject,  the  m vat eir  remains,  and 
such  qpeslione  as  the  following:— "What  must  do  so,  till  'we 'be  changed.'  But 
ibsll  I  da  to  be  saved  ?  "  "  How  shall  I  the  seeker  after  truth  will  find  that  in 
empe  if  I  neglect  so  great  salvation?  "'  these  pages  he  is  brought  into  contact 
We  have  here  raised  the  important  with  a  mind  that  bos  made  itself  con- 
question  as  to  the  attitade  of  mind  to  be  versant  with  the  great  theme,  and  treated 
uimticd  towarda  mTSter;.  Is  it  to  be  it  with  admirable  candour  and  impressive 
ibat  of  uninquiring,  nainlcUigeut  assent  power. 

ot  mat  aiUhoril;/ f  or  is  it  to  be  that  of  

rercTent,  humble,  houeat  inquiry  ?      Dr. 

Crawford,  in  the  intercats  of  truth  and  Hisionr  of  Philosophy  fkom  Thoblbs 

religion,  as  he  donbtleai  supposes,  seems.  tothe  PhesbntTihe,    B/Fbedebick 

In  give  undue  countenance  to  the  former  Ubbbbveo.   Translated  from  the  Fourth 

mpposmou.      It;  is  true   that  there   are  Qermau  Edition  by  GxoBOB  S.  MoHRlB, 

penoni  whose  conduct  in  this  connection  xM.      Vol.    ii.    History    of   Modem 

c&nnot  be  too   severely  censured.     If  a  Philosophy 
miD  make  mystery  the  ostensible  reason 

forhiirejeclionofthegoapel.whilethereal  Lmaon:  HofliiMSiStooBhUin.    187*. 

one  ji  his  Uving  a  sinful  life;  if  a  man  Althoush    onr   coanCry    bus    produced 

nuke  mystery  merely  a  snbiect  of  inte!-  philosopher*  of  great  name,   and   philo- 

Isctaal  exercitation,   inatead   of  solemn,  aophical  works  of  great  value,  it  has  not 

prutiul,  personal  consideration ;  and  if  prodnced    any  hiatory   of  philosophy  of 

a  person,  ^m  a  silly  affectation  of  Intel-  importance.     In  early  academic  days  wo 

lecinaiiuiJeriarily, sighsinamostoffensive  read   snch   histories  as   those   of   Lewis 

and  unieal  way  about   '  the  burden  and  and  Moretl ;  hut  it  was  always  felt,  even 

tba  m;itery    of    all    this    nn intelligible  by  ths  least   instrncted,   that   they  were 

wQrld,'  and   with   no  perception  of   the  not    satisfactory,    and    never    possessed 

poet's  meaning,  and  no  participation  of  authoritative    power.      "^^^    do    these 

■lie  poet's  spirit,  whimpers  that  '  there  ia  things  better  in  Oenaany.     The  Germans 

more  belief  in  honest  doubt  than  half  tha  have  a  natural  aptitnde  for  philosophical 

i^reeds,' — then  he  cannot  be  too  severely,  speculation,   combined  vrith   a.  power  of 

deoounced,  or — shall  we  not  rather  say  ?—  patient  and  comprehensive  research,  which 

loo  greatly  pitied.  And  that  there  are  such,  enables   them  to  grasp   a   subject   in   its 

>ad  in  no  omall  number,  in  the  present  deeper  aspects,  and  to  collect  carefully, 

day,  cannot  be  denied.    There  are  fashions  and  present  flltingly,  all  of  note  that  has 

in  the  spiritnal  as  well  a«  in  the  material  been  written  on  it.    And  so  yon  find  that 

■phere,  and,  eieonwhile,  in  a  large  degree,  the  bialoriao   is  a  philosopher,  and   the 

the  fashion  is  that  of  hesitating  donbt  or  philosopher  a  historian ; .  and  that  whilst 

naheUtating  denial.     Bat  atill  there  are  -  you  are  reading  the  history,  jon  are  also 

HO.  Tn.  VOL.  XYni.  KBW  8BRIES. — JOLT  1S74.  X 
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gainiiiB  b  kiioirl«dge  of  tbe  philofoplij,  of  ezamplei   of  his  comimbeviiTe  and  ut- 

the  niDject  bnmght  beFore  joa.  gi^ow  learalBg.     H«  wti  alio  an  acute 

Tbete  remarki  emiaBBtlr.  sppl^  to  the  critia.     Tbe  critical  nviewa  published  u 

HitlDry  of  PhUoeophy  hj  Usbwreg, — ths  dacanion*,  Mc^  m  w^  at  the  fbot-uotea 

Mcond   Tolnmo  of  whicb  liei  beforo  ni.  upon  Beid,  are  examploa  of  lua  critical 

We  find  in  it  a  ^raap  of  principles,  and  sagaeitr.     But  h«  was  pre-etniiraitlT  a 

an   acquaintance  iritb  dctaiU,   that    are  lofficiaii,  deliohting  in  tu  fomu  of  tbe 

qalte  lemarkabla.      This  Tolome  begins  tjUopttO,  knd  ia  tEe  biitorf  of  all  Itmcal 

vitii  a  sketch  of  Hodem  Philotopb; ;  and  doctrinBi.      He  was   alao    intETBBled  in 

of  what  IB  meant  bjr  this  our  anthor  tbni  pijcholagioal  ohgerratiou,  and  is  nwK- 

■peaki : — ■  B7    Modem    PhiloMpby  U  pbyucal  aBal;ae«,  and  pn-eminentlj  able 

meant  philosophy  linoe  the   diKontinn-  in  both.'    S/ittniag  to  llie  crMdimt  on 

ance  of  iti  conditioD  of  Hnhaerriencj'  to  Haiiiilton'aBjsteni,Uebeivegaaj8,'Aniang 

thaolt^  (which   ebaracteriaed   it  in  ita  theae,  those  of  Professor  GaidexnooA  m 

scbolascic  form),  in  its  gradnal  derelop-  ipeciallj  signiBnuiC,  if  for  no  other  reascii, 

ment  into  an  independent  nuenee,  baring  hocanse  they  were  pnblisli^  in  the  life- 

for  its  snbject  the  euenee  and  laws  of  time   of  Hamilton,  and  recelTOd  a  britf 

nature  and  mind,  ai  eniiched  and  deep-  notice  in  a  letter  snbaeqnentlf  pobliahed 

ened  by  prior  growths,  and  ^Lerting  an  in  tbe  Appendix  to  the  Leclurta  on  Mda- 

in£t)enee  on  contemporaneons   inTestiRB-  phymes.   Appendix   v.      This  letter  wsa 

tiona  in  positive  science  and  npon  social  written  on  occasion  of  the  publication  of 

life,  and  being  in  turn  reacted  npoh  bj  tbe  first  edition  of  Calderwood's  treatise, 

these.      Its  chief  divisions  are — 1.    The  witbtitle,  "TbePhUoK^hyirf'tbelafinite, 

transitional   period,   beginning  with    the  with  apeoial  refeicace  to  tbe  theorie*  of 

renewal  of  Platanism  ;  3.   Tbe   epoch  of  Sir  William  Hamilton  and  U,  CooriD,  Ij 

Empiricism,  Dogmatism,  and  Scepticism,  Henrj  Caiderwood.      Edinbnrgh,  IBU. 

from  Bacon  and  Descartes  to  the  Encjdo-  Tbe  second  edition  is  greatly  enlaced, 

E lists  and  Hume ;  and  8.  The  epoch  of  and  w«s  published  under  tbe  follovrng 
ntian  cri^cism  and  of  tbe  sjitems  title: /'AiZiuopAuo/tAe /n^ni(«;  a  Treatise 
isndng  from  it,  from  Eant  till  the  present  on  Man's  Knowledge  of  the  Infinite  Being, 
time.'  in  answer  to  Sir  williun  Hamilton  and 
The  amonnt  of  information  correctly  Dr.  Mansel,  by  Ber.  Henry  Caldenrcod. 
and  criticatl;  brought  before  ns  is  per-  Can9,bridge  and  London,  1861.  In  tiie 
fectly  amazing.  The  two  volames  are  a  Appendix  to  thia  edition,  Caiderwood 
philosophical  library  in  thamselres,  and,  replies  to  Hatoilton'g  letter.  In  this 
possessed  of  them,  the  student  may  reriew  Caiderwood  controrerta  eTcrr  one 
acquaint  himself  with  the  chief  characters  of  the  peculiar  poaitiona  of  HainiltoH's 
of  the  philosophers  and  characteristics  of  doctrines  respecting  tbe  Infinite,  including 
tbe  philosophic  systems  of  ancient  and  those  pecnUar  to  Mansel-  Hta  stand- 
modem  times,  in  our  own  and  in  otber  point  is  that  of  positive  Theism  as  a 
lands.  We  may  gire,  as  interesting  in  necessary  condittcn  of  the  knowledge  of 
itself,  and  as  illustratire  of  tbe  n&nner  of  the  finite,  and  therefore  iQ  all  which  it 
our  anthor,  what  be  says  of  Hamilton  : —  iUTOlres  as  possible  human  knowledge,— 
'  Sir  William  Hamilton  ia  tbe  moat  con-  faith,  in  Calderwood'E  theory,  being  not 


spieaons  figure  in  tbe  history  of  Eugbah  opposed  to  knowledge.    In  this  re 

philosophy  within  tbe   present  century,  position  i*  clearly  distinguishable  from  tbe 

His  inflnence  has  been  mora  efficient  than  positions  uken  by  John  Stuart  Mill  and 

that  of  any  other  perwHi,  in  arooKng  the  Hubert  Spencer.' 

attention  of  his  eonntrymen  to  a  Dreeh  These  Tolumes  are  of  great  ralue  and 

interest  in  the  profoundeat  problems  of  importance,  and  are  fitted  alikcto  famish 

ghiloso^y,   and  in  tbe  oareinl  study  of  readily  mnch  reliable  information,  and  to 

a  eradttioa  and  hiatory.     He  was  con-  guide   and   stimnkte  the  student  in  bit 

fewedly  tbe  most  learned  student  of  his  search   for .  knowledge.      The   yotitb   of 

time.       No   writer    had    so    completely  tweatj'  enries  the  cfaUd  in  the  nnisery  tbe 

mattered  the  works   ot  the  Aristotelian  beautiful  pictures  whereby  knowledge  i> 

commentators,  of  the  schoolmen  and  their  made  allxactire:  tha  man  of  middle  life 

raccessois.    His  erudition  was  more  than  may  likewise  envy  the  atndent  of  tbe  pre- 

a  dif-  accnmnlation  of  the  principles  and  sent  day  this  most  admirable  bistoiy. 

doctrines  of  past  thinkers.    He  uniformly  

stodied  the  philosophies  of  the  past  in  tbe  C1THO1.10  Sbbxos*.    By  Eminent  Mii- 

Ugbt  of  (he  discnssions  of  the  present,  and  isters  of  all  Denominations.    Bariaed 

saw  with  clear  and  comprehensire  insight  by  the  Anthora.    One  Peany,  Monthly. 

tbe  relation  of  the  one  to  the  other.    The  l.anaon :  F.  E.  Loagbj. 

disaertations  appended  to  his  edition  of  Tbesb  aermona,  by  such  men  as  the  Aitb- 

tbe  eollceted  works  of  Beid  are  enunent  bishop  of  Canteronry,  Br.  Paiknr;  aBd 
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Samiul    Oarrat,    ue    chaiaeteiiEAd    by  cannnand  nbiob  will  be  binding,  in  t.U  itt 

marked  intelleetnal   power  and  eameM-  lacredneM,  on  Christ's  diicipUi,  till  'tjl 

neu  of  pnnKMe.     In  lome  iniUnees  thej  [he  ends  of  tbs  earth  have  Been  Hii  salra- 

aM  sCrUanglf  and  impreHiTClT  illiutiatM  tloD.'    At  lanr  as  the  need  remainf,  the 

hj  Ikets  dntini  from  common  life,  and  the  dnty  laatv.      It  hai  bsea  an  faononrable 

experience' and  obMcrvatioDs  of  the  writen.  dmraccerlttic  of  oar  Chnrch,  that  while 

They  cannot  fml  to  be  of  eHential  serriee,  its    memben    Renarally    hare    not  been 

Bpeciail;   to  tba  joimg,    to  whom   Uie  among  tbo  wealthj  of  the  esrtb,  and  have 

wiitciB  in  a  large  degree  addreu  tbem-  charged  themselTM  with  the  support  of 

selves  in  a  irmpalheCic  and  yet  nocom-  the    gospel    amoOKit  themselres,   it  has 

promising  spirit.    Prefixed  to  each  dia-  earaestlj   regarded    the    claims    of    tbe 

course  tlwre  is  a  portrait  of  the  anther.  beathen  abrrad.    It  haa  been  it)   proud 

^_  diitinctioB   to  bare   been,  since  the  be- 

Thb   SiSTMtATio   BiBLM   Tbackm  :    A  glnnipK  or  its  hiBtory,  a  Mia.ion  Chn^. 

Monthly  Magazine  for  the  Home  and  ^*»  «  "'^  "°'  >"  '*•»  "P?"'  °^  boastfol- 

School  ****'         anrelr  boastmg  in  any  depait- 

Thb    SuiiDAT   School    BEPOamn  :     A  ?.?"' "'  '^«  £^""v"r    m  ??'  ""^^  V^ 

Monthly  Magazine  for  Sunday  School  fitly  bY"i'"^*^  •  "S*  "'""''  """^i  ^"^ 

Teacher,  Senior  Scholan,  and  Ministers  Pf'-f^e  that  onr  Chnrch  hM  not  been 

oftheQoepol  altogether  disobedient    to   the    hearenly 

i™j       a  w  D.rfrfj™  J.  <■«     i.n  ia7j  command,  and  not  altogether  nneervice- 

London :  a.  W.  Psrtridga  A  Co.    Jm.  187*.  nHo  tn  lio  1lf..io 

To  ...k.   S.bb..h  «ho.l  ,.,l   r«Il,  N,»»h"to.km.™  deeply  oftt. 

,>r  nletMl ..  on.  of  ih.  ™bl..l  .bjecl.  ,^  h„„„„d  M-Wlpi  MMo.  kit.- 

Of  .our.,  much  dep.nd.  o»  lb.  «.ii™  ,',,,■  lift  „n  »•  higb  pl.c.  of  thi  Md, 

gjt  md  gTMion.  duponnoo  of  tbo.o  .o-  „  f,  ,„„  ,„  ,„,  „f  J           „j  „  jj 

W"!,'      )  ;r°  '»'°'"".B''"'l.""jbo-  f„,  ,!,<,„  „ho  know  Mm  taow  ib.t  tbo 

Itlpod  .nd  lb.  mo.1  BTioioo.  Mmd  lo  i^,  „,  „         „j  WlUlm.  .nd  H.prr 

wmoiorotti  .n4«.««i..l«tbi.m  ^           „  j|,'_j„  j^,^,   „,,  j,„^ 

welcomo  tboB  poblicnon..    Wo  b.,,  ■  0.11^  i,i„  ,„,„,„  „r  gre.t  import.,™ 

Ero.t  TKi.tr  of  ■.let..tmB  m.tt«  btoughl  „j  i„l.„„  „  W.,  l5  mnno.lion  with 

before  ns,— flbott   wldresMA   MMdoles,  ^^3  ^„t  .^  ^^^  ,„  bi,  hanrt.     And  It  i. 

o,pLui.t..n    of   puug..    of    S.r.pl.re,  ™,ft„,d  ,|,„  b,  n,  „,„„  1.  ,Mcb  ho 

hrm  ..d  bimn  muio.--«i  ihu  ijo  „„pirf  ,i,„'pi„  „d  r.uu.d  11.  dia. 

le^bor  wbo  dJigenll,   ..a  mlolliB.otly  „„  '„j  j,„„^  j„i      ,,,  j^  ,„,  ^ 

raomubimKirmih  their  oonleonua  „„^  ji„„„  ,„,,  £„          b„  j„; 

who  1.  in  sympathy  with  his  work,  en-  „„^|j   k,  d...iope  the  mistloiiary  .plrit 

jot  f«I  to  make  that  woik  both  inKreat-  ,„    „,   Ohnreb -wlt.ly  to  orgailao  It. 

I^.'S*  if""'""*;.  I'.'"."  '°  '"•''  method,  of   worklnj-to    promote    the 

that  "•  l"""'  "'■'b';  "  "f""'''  oomfort  of  out  ml.Sonane.-aod  by  all 

to  reap  ftoin  tb.  Sabbath  lehool  «.ld,  u  ,„,  „  ^,„„  ,j,  ,^„^^,  ki,^„ 

not  «>  rieh  and  IiB,e  aa  it  onght  to  be  „  „^„,           „,  jj,  ^„„ 

Eetorm  where  needed,  of  eonrK,  oannot  ,„  ,,„  ,1J„„,  j,,             „  ,,         j 

bean  with  Ih.  ehJdren  ih.m.elre. ,  and  ^      ^„i„    ,  „,  BomerrtUe'.  great  and 

'i^J  .".;      ?  bare  hook,  .pecjdly  „™d.iperi,.ee,andhl.nne,naIledknow. 

adapted  to  them,  it  1.  better  BtiU  to  have  j^j      of  rnlssion  work  In  all  its  ramilloa- 

a  Utting  ine««ge  gir.n  to  thoee  whole  .j.J      „,    ,„„j    ,,„,           ,    .implMty, 

doty  It  M  *  to  train  them,  m  tbo  weym  dearness,  ferrour.  and  power.     You  feel 

which  theyabogldgo.  that  the  heart  is  at  wor\  qnite  a.  much 

aa   the  head ;  and  whilst  tbe  lectnres  it 

LKtronxa  on  Misnons  imd  EyaBaitusii,  eonUins  are  worthy  of  the  most  carefol 

daliTored  to  the  Students  of  the  Senior  attention   of  those  to  whom   they  were 

HaU  of  the  United  Presbyteriui  Chnrch.  onginally    addreased,    we    c.nnot    oon- 

By  Awnnnw   SomnTinLH,  D.D.,  oi-  oelTe  a  greater  blessing  to  the   Chnrch 

Foreign  Miesion  Secretary.  than   that  all  it.  members  shonld  ra.ke 

Beminrabi  WilUKDOUptiaBtaOL   late.  themselres   thoronghly    uiqnainted.  with 

TsaT    the   gospel   1.   aggressire    in    its  them,  be  animated   by  their  spirit,  and 

natnre,  and  that  solemn  obligations  are  gnided  by  their  directions.     This  wonld 

laid  on  all  who  embrace  it  to  do  what  in  indeed  mightily  increase  seal  with  know- 

them  lie.  to  extend  it,  cannot  be  denied  ledge,  and  tend  to  beget  tree  miuion  life 

by  any  who  intelligently  read  the  word  of  amonpt  ns. 

Hod.     '  Go  yo  into  all  the  world,  and  The  Held  trayersed  by  Dr.  Somerrille  Is 

preach  tbo  goepol  to  erery  creatnre,'  is  a  thus  mapped  cot  by  him:— 'The  scrip- 
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turat  principleB  of  mUrioQa,  or  thg  place  to  ahorr,  miut  be  a   many-rided,  reidf- 

which  m'tssioni  occapy   ia   tbe   word  of  handed  min.   As  ihe  lute  lamented  Bisbop 

God ;  the  oblicationi  arutng  ont  of  these  Fattuon  laid,  when  tailiog  ia  the  Ais- 

priDciplea  which  lie  on  the  Charch  to  Beek  ttalian  field,— The  miwionu-;  needi  to  be 

the   evnngdiiatioa  of   the  whole  world;  able  to  ase  the  spade  an  A  the  hammer  u 

the  noik  to  be  dona  among  the  heathen ;  neU  as  speak  a  word  in  season ;  noihing 

the    qaalificationa    of   miasloaaries ;    the  miuC  come  strange  to  him ;  end  he  mui 

mode  in  which  the  work  is  to  be  done  coant  no  man,  bowerer  Vutnble,  beneatli 

among  the  heathen ;  the  relation  in  which  bis  digoitj,  even  though  be  w«er  a  milre. 

the  missioQarfstandsto  the  home  Church,  In  connection  with  this.   Dr.  SamerTiUe 

and  the  duties  wliiuh  the  home  Chiuch  rightlj  refers  to  the  power  of  muaie.  Tbli 

owes  to  him, — a  topic  which  embraoea  the  power  in  recent  moutba  haa  been  making 

principles  of  Chriatian  liberaiilj;  and  the  itaelf  mightily  felt  amongst  ua.  The  Chnnh 

miMiooery  period  of  the  Chareh  the  period  ia  only  beginning  to  realise  the  value  of 

of  labour,  trial,  eipenditoie,  and  conquest,  the  power  which  God  haa  tbua  pat  inlo 

where  great    gracea   are    displayed    and  her   hand ;   and  in   both   the  home  sad 

great  characters  formed.'    It  will  thus  be  foreign  iield,  we  believe,  new  trophies  m 

seen  that  the  subjecia  treated  may  he  con-  to  be  won,  and  won  largely  and  jojfnllr, 

aidered  as  embracing  ail  that  coacems  the  hy  the  right  exercise  of  the  mighty  power 

Charch  in  this  direction;  and  as  we  have  of  song.     The  Church  may  learn  aleBiim 

need  alike  of  a  clearer  perception  of  our  from  the  world  in  this  respect,  and  seek 

dntr,  and  warmer  zeal  in  its  perfomaance,  to  enli«t  all  God'e  good  gifts,  of  ffbLch 

it   IS    needful  that  we  should   lie   plied  music  is  nndonbtedly  one,  into  His  tei- 

with  the  piinciplea,  the  facte,  the  argn-  vice. 

ments,  asd  the  appeals  with  which  the  I.ecturexvii.,on  thePriocipteBofChris- 
votume  abounds.  tian  Liberality,  ia  worthy  of  all  conBiden- 
At  one  time,  even  amongst  professed  tion.  These  principles,  indeed,  have  ofien 
ministers  of  the  gospel,  it  was  asserted  been  expounded,  but  practically  we  htre 
that  the  heathen  were  in  such  a  atate  of  atill  mach  to  learn,  for  our  giving  isnM 
blitafalaeis,  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  alwsyi,  either  as  to  motive  or  amonnt,u  it 
us,  and  even  foolish  to  attempt,  to  disturb  onght  to  be.  How  often  ia  the  very  Jrel 
their  repoae.  None  dare  apeak  in  thia  principle  disregarded,  viz.  that  it  be  a 
Btrain  Dow-a-days.  Increasing  acquaint-  work  of  willinghood  I  Our  author,  in 
auce  with  heathen  lands  shows  the  re-  illustration  of  this,  relates  a  story  lold  of 
volting  rites  that  are  observed,  and  the  the  famous  Andrew  Fuller.  'When  It 
Btrocioaa  cruelties  that  are  practiied,  and  London,  raising  money  for  the  Bspilsl 
which  call  aloud  for  removal.  But  how  miasions,  he  c^led  on  a  merchant,  *tio 
is  this  to  be  accomplished  7  And  on  this  received  him  very  gfnfBy,  and  wbo,  vlien 
point  opinions  varr ;  but  Dr.  Somerville  informed  that  his  name  was  donn  in  llie 
givea  no  uncertain  eoand.  Speaking  of  book  which  Mr  Fuller  held  in  his  bald 
the  message  with  which  the  missionary  for  an  annual  eubscriptioQ  of  one  guinei, 
goea  forth,  he  appropriately  refers  to  the  cried,  "Let  me  see  itl "  and  then,  en- 
Apostle  of  the  Gentiles.  'Pant,'  he  says,  closing  a  guinea,  threw  back  tbc  book 
'"preached  the  truth  with  respect  to  Jeaus  in  a  very  offensive  manner,  Mr.  Fuller 
.hrist  as  the  divine,  the  alone,  the  all-  thanked  him,  bnt  mildly  said,  "It  ii  i^ot 
sofBcieul  SaviDur.  It  was  not  science  nor  accepted,  air." — "What  I "  e:(claiiDed  tbe 
philosophy,  nor  the  elements  of  civilisa-  merchant,  iu  a  burst  of  anger,  "not  a^; 
lion,  as  that  word  ia  commonly  under-  cepted:  iaitnot  agood guinea?"— "^e% 
atood,  which  he  songht  to  inculcate.  Hia  replied  Mr.  Fuller,  "the  money  is  poi 
aim  was  far  higher.  He  looked  at  man  enough,  but  it  ia  given  with  a  grndge;  II  u 
in  relation  to  God  and  eternity,  and  hs  not"  —  poiutiug  upwards  —  "accepted  in 
made  known  those  gracious  truths  which,  the  quarter  about  which  you  should  be 
believed  and  blesaeti,  would  renew,  sane-  chiefly  anxious."  — "Thank  jou,"  wio 
tify,  and  save  them,  and  prepare  them  for  the  merchant,  "  I  never  thonrbt  of  Ibil. 
the  aervice  and  enjoyment  of  God.'  Give  me  the  book,"  and  he  doabled  bit 

Of  the  qaaliScaiions  neceasai7  for  the  subscription.' 

successful  performance  of  the  work  of  the  In   the  Appendix  we  hare  outlines  of 

missioaBr;,  Dr.  Somerville  mentions  the  various   lectures   in  connection  with  tie 

following: — 'Sound  health,  deep  and  in-  great  sabject   of  the  book.     One  on  a 

fluential  piety,  good  mental  abilities,  re-  mistiouary  map  of  the  world,  ia  Sued  to 

spectable  scholarship,  and  the  capacity  for  »xcite    most     painful    feelingi,    and  ts 

acquiring  languages  ;  great  prudeuce,  good  stimulate  to  greatest  effort.    The  numben 

temper,  self-reliance,    vigilance    or    the  even    nominally   Chriatian  are  eouipar>' 

faculty  of  observation,    missionary   zeal,  tivelr  verj  amall,  while  the  spats  in  vbicb 

and    affeetionateoess-'     The  missionary,  misaionary  labonr  is  being  pot  forlli  *" 
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10  the  Cbareh  to  '  true  and  ahlne ;  to  jto 
up  and  Uks  pouenion  or  the  land ; '  and 
in  thil  ToJnme  tbia  call  is  Bxplune4  uid 
enforced  with  a,  falnesi  of  knowledge,  an 
etniMtneia  of  purpose,  and  a,  force  of 
Lrgnmeiic  which  brings  It  home  vividlr 
and  impreBsively  both  to  the  uudenlana- 
ing  and  the  heart, 

Ths  PiBTCRiL  BnsTUEf.  The  ,Oreek 
Tftxt  and  Translation,  with  Introduc- 
tion, Expository  Nolee,  and  Diiierta- 
tioni.  Bj  Patsick  Pairbaibh,  D.D., 
Principal  of  Tree  Church  College,  Glas- 

bUntar^  tT.tiT.  Clark,  Omrge  Street  lUi. 
PKiBcipiLFAiBBAiBHhaibeenlongknowa 
as  one  of  oar  ablest  and  most  learned 
■riterson  biblical  subjects.  The  present 
Tolimie  will  add  to  his  well,-eamed  laurels. 
Us  (elli  us,  'This  expository  Tolame  on 
ilie  Pastoral  Epistles  had  its  origin  in  a 
department  of  labour  connected  with  Eoy 
Dfflcial  duties.  Till  lately,  it  was  for 
many  years  mj  lot  to  conduct  a  dsss  of 
Pisioral  Theology  for  advanced  students 
preparing  for.  the  work  of  lh«  Christian 
niiaistry,  and  a  portion  of  the  time  during 
each  leision  was  asnally  deroted  to  tba 
eipositiou  and  illustration  of  more  or  less 
il  these  Epistles.  Fractically  it  wai 
roaad  impossibte  to  orertake  more,  in 
iny  particular  session,  than  a  eoiopara- 
liwly  hmited  portion  of  them.  Bnt  as 
coannents  on  the  whole  had  heen  pre- 
pared, I  hare  thought  that  the  pnhlicntion 
of  Ihem  might  be  of  some  advantage  to 
slsdents  of  sacred  Scriptore,  especially 
to  those  who  are  either  in  the  position  of 
candidates  for  the  ministry,  or  without 
lengthened  experience  in  tha  discbarge  of 
iltduties.  The  requirements  and  interests 
il  Bncb  have  been  kept  specially  in  view 
ibnmghout  the  volntoe.' 

The  contents  are — 'Introduction;  See- 
tioa  I.  The  Authorship  of  the  Epistles ; 
n.  Times  and  Places  of  Writing ;  in. 
Notices  of  Timothy  ;  iv.  Notices  of  Titus. 
Tni  and  Translation  of  1  Timothy; 
Text  SB d  Translation  of  Titus;  Text  and 
TramUtion  of  2  Timothy.  Expository 
Notes  00  I  'Kmotby ;  Expository  Notes 
on  TilBS;  Expository  Notes  on  ad 
TimMhj.  Appendix  A.  Tba  Peculiar 
Ttstimony  fur  Qospel  Times ;  Appendix 
B-  The  Meaning  of  the  Expression  '  Hus- 
band of  one  Wife,'  in  1  Timothy  iii,  a, 
'tc. ;  Appendix  C.  Tha  Treatment  of 
Slavery  in  Sew  TeRament  Scripture.' 

It  will  thns  be  seen  that  the  Seld 
oapped  out  is  exhaustive  of  the  snhject, 
"nieh  is  treated  with  great  ihoronghness. 
Indeed,  tbii  word  Oioroaglinesa  seems  to 


HI  to  be  most  properly  dcscriptiTe  of 
the  entire  volume.     The  tcholanhip  is 

thorough,  the  thinking  is  thorough,  and 
so  also  are  the  discussions,  even  when 
they  are  brief.  It  is  tba  work  of  a  master, 
— of  one  whose  large  experience  and  great 
and  varied  scholarship,  combined  with 
natural  aptitude,  have  enabledhimtopro- 
dncGarolnmeipecially  valuable  to  theclus 
for  whom  it  is  inteoded.  Dr.  Fairhaim 
is  a  reverent  bat  fearless  expositor;  and 
both  in  his  tranglation  and  commentary 
shrinks  from  no  alteration  on  received 
forms  of  truth  which  commend  them- 
selres  to  his  judgment.  We  say  forma 
of  truth  ;  for  white  the  tetter  la  often 
ebauged,  the  spirit,  which  is  one  and  ever 
the  same,  is  invariably  retained.  As  an 
example  of  the  dilTerent  phraseology  em- 
ployed hy  Dr.  Fairhaim  aa  a  translator, 
we  quote  ■  few  verses  from  the  first 
chapter  of  the  First  Epistle  to  Timothy  :— 
'  I.  Paul  an  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ  ac- 
cording to  the  commandment  of  God  oar 
Saviour,  and  Jesoa  Christ  oar  hope ;  2. 
To  Timothy  my  true  child  in  the  faith, 
grace,  mercy,  peace  from  Qod  the  Father 
and  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord  ;  3.  According 
as  I  besought  thee  when  setting  ont  to 
Macedonia,  so  I  do  now  to  abide  still  at 
Ephesus,  in  order  that  thou,  mightest 
charge  some  not  to  teach  any  other 
doctrine ;  i.  nor  to  give  heed  to  fables 
and  endless  genealogies,  inasmuch  as  they 
minister  strifes  rather  than  God's  dispen- 
sation that  is  in  faith.' 

We  heartily  (ommend  the  hook  to 
siudants  of  ihe  sacred  Scriptures,  and  those 
enured  in  ministerinl  work.  They  will 
lind  It  highly  lerviceahle  to  them,  both  in 
the  pulpit  and  the  pastorate,  not  only  as 
foroiahing  tbem  vilh  the  results  of  careful 
study  and  various  learning,  but  also  with 
wise  and  judicious  directions  for  the  suc- 
cessful performance  of  the  duties  of  their 
olBce. 

In  illustration  of  this,  wo  may  quote 
what  is  said  in  connection  with  Pant's 
setting  forth  his  own  experience: — 

'  The  questiuu  here  nalurally  presents 
itself,  how  fsF  Ohriatian  mlniateis  should 
In  their  jpreacliing  disoloae  their  mote  marked 
personaT  experiences,  or  should  interweave 
references  to  their  spiritual  hittory  with 
their  manifeatatiDiis  of  divine  Inith  to  their 
fellow-men  ?  But  it  were  unwiae  to  lay  down 
any  pi-eciso  rule  in  the  matt«r,  or  prescribe 
one  method  for  all.  That  there  may  ocea- 
BiouaJly  be  made  auoh  personal  references, 
and  with  advantage  to  tte  hearers,  tba  ex- 
iimplo  of  IbB  apostle  ia  itself  a  sufBcient 
proof.  Not  imly  here,  but  in  sevfiial  other 
parts  of  hia  EpiflUee,  ha  brin«  prominently 
Jorward  what  had  befallen  or  had  been  done 
by  hlmaell ;  and  those  are  Bniversallv  felt  to 
be  amcDg  the  most  interesting  and  Instnic- 
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live  paituma  at  bis  irriUiigt.    And  bc 
ever  be  ivith  men  of  like  minds, —mi 

ardent   tempsnunsuts,    Tlvid    imnginnt _, 

udme^etio  will^-in  Khom  everything  ic  „  ^^^    „^  ,^  „  ,„  ^^ 

eipenenoe  «nd  bab»Tionr  nafaraHy  Msnmos     t^™-_'-  Ij_:_i.i.  i t 

•  Stotinotly  pM«™ml  chmBcterirtio  top™™.  !*«»"«  "«l™~We  book. 

It  will  be  DOtanl  lor  each  panona  to  reveal  ' 

theEuelves  at  times  in  their  diKoarse^ —  THBPiCTOlllil.DlOTlONiBTOPTBE  Bau. 

whether  bv  diwot   reference   to  the   past  New  Edition,  prof uaely  ill urtrftled  willi 

wottaga  irf   tbeir  own  mind,   and   Goda  Biblical  Maps  and  Chromo-Lithogrspli 

a^^'g-bS  t-^t^h^a^C^^d  Engra,ing.^ca«fu%  re;-i.ed  tl^ro^- 

on  the  backgronod  of  their  own  ei^rience.  S^JlTT^"'  «l"^?      ■*,'^'$'^  "f.  "i 

When  fltlj  and  dlBcreBtly  done,  it  may  throw  Introductory    Sketch     of    Byangehcal 

apeouUarehannBndglowoTertbBprBaclier'B  Theology.    By  the  Rer.  J.  S.  WiUB, 

dboonrae.    But  very  great  caiution  is  needed  LL.D. 

In  the  UM  of  anch  an  element,  leEt  it  shonld  W.  B,  H'Phnn  and  Sod.  Olaagow  and  LmdoD. 

d^raente  Into  eeoliam,  or  beeome  merely  a  Xiiis  is  a  work  of  great  excelleoce.    Tlie 

dii^Jay  of  Individual  rii^ularily  and  import-  „,       ^nd  engtaTinga  are  slcilftiilj  draws, 

anoB.     DeepsmMoty   the  impnlse  of  strong  tbenolterpreiB  cle^  and  legible,  and  the 

feeling,  aoouTiction  of  iu  fitness  to snbuam  ,„f„^,,;^„  f„„u\,^A^^^^,^,^.,\„,  «nA 

aome  epintual  end,  Bhoold  ever  go  along  witl 

and   condilion   bd^  pereocal  refecenoee  OM 

may  make  in  pubhc  dificouine.    And  if  some 

men  of  note  have  dealt  mnch  in  them,  and 

by  doing  ho  have  lent  an  attraotive  power  to  — — ~ 

their  mode  of  addresg,  snoh  as  Lntber,  Bun-  Abscbahcb  OF  SiltatioH   psiCIIClUT 

yan,  Irving,  Gnthrie;  othetB,  again,  of  Iho  COHBIDSBED.     By  Eev    JaXEB  DiTO). 

rery  higbtat  mark  as  public  apeakBTB,— for  bo„  A-M.,  Selkirk, 

e«mpl^  Leighton,  B.  flail,  Chalmetft-haTe  Decibiom  for  God  :   A  Word  to  Toaw 

■bidmosly  avoided  It;  their  md^idnality  has  jg         ^     ^     p            Mbak.*,  (M£ 

diaoovered  Itoalf  only  in  the  distinotive  oha-  ^7  "        ■*  '"'■■'  ^"-"^  jmhajw.,  •™-- 

racter  and  spirit  o(  their  diBcoarae.'  Btream. 

Thus  U-  will  be  Been  that  the  book  it      ^.„„„„^.  „,  „,   u=„u~.u=  »"■ 

as   far   as  poosible  removed   from  IhoBC  one  irfTrMmTititei«(ir-''i't'lB'bB^"Biiindi 

arid  treatiseB,  professedly  expo«tory,  but  debate/ in  many  qnarters,  and  its  tari- 

which   concern   theniselvee   wholly   with  „„,   ^  ^cts   disin^ed.      Mr.  Daridion-i 

l^rnnds  and  supines,  and  their   vanona  manner  of  treatment  is  ainizalaily  ml" 

inflections  per  ;^  quite   apart  from  any  g^  addresses  himself  to  the  reason  rf  to 

wmsideraUon  of  their  beanng  on  l.fe  and  ,^         ^„j  ^^^^^  ^                  j„  wrf 

doctrme,--ir«lises  dear  to  Dr  Dcyasdnst  ^^^^^^    „  ]„^e  ^^^  important  field  of 

and  him«ilf  alone.    It  .a,  on  the  cootrarr  inquVwith  i^cb  j  udgm^t  and  abUHy. 

fnll  of  living  thoaght   and   replete  with  n  Vay  be  of  great  s^ce  to  many  ii 

boman  mterest.      j^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^P^  ^^  ^^  ^^  e««iM* 

iu   different   direcliona, — those  who   M- 

WoBDS    or    CouEOKT    FOB    Bebbavss  worthUy  and  tinwaiTantably  kM  in  bh  a<- 

Fakbmtb.     Edited  by  Willuk  Loqak.  aured  hope, — those  who  nnreasonablj  aM 

With  a  Historical  Sketch  by  the  Rev.  nnecriptorallyconclode  thatsnchabopeu 

Wm.    Ahdbbsoh,     LL.D.,      Glasgow,  not  for  them.     Bad  the  treatise  had  icme- 

'Eigh lb-British  Edition  ;  20th  thoasand.  thing  of  the  sensationalism  in  it  '!<*'  " 

Loodoni  Jamea  Niibet  and  Co.    1874.  SO    prevalent,  it  might   have   heea  Vi<^ 

Mb.    Looab'b    Words  of  Comfort  have  attractive  to  many,  but  it  would  have  w» 

reached  the  eighth  edition ;  and  we  are  not  'n  worth  and  weight  and  impressirenw'' 

surprised  at  it,  for  the  subject  of  the  book  Mr.  Mearns'  address  is  spedallf  mf^ 

is  one  of  tenderest  interest,  and  its  words  foiyoungmeri,— adeeplyinteresdogl^^ 

are  always  and  evety  where  needed.     As  The  matter  is  highly  evangelical,  *>»  *• 

□ni  readers  are  aware,  it  contains  selec-  ma[iDerissimple,eameat,andaffsetioi>*'^ 


from    the    writings     of    men     of  In  these  days  of  awakening,  it  nV  *^ 

eminence,   made   with    much    skill    and  profitably  be  pat  into  youthful  hands  ss* 

care,   bearing   on  many    aspects   of   the  means  of  guidance  and  warning, 
subject  of   bereavement.      These  Words 


_'   Co^nfort   have  already  consoled  very  Tdb  ViLLioss  of  thb  Biblk.    Bj  *«'■ 
many,  and  we  donbt  not  will  long  con-  Paztoh  Hoob, 

tiuue  to  do  so.     It  has  very  great  and  London:  Hoddsr *  SfcmeMon.   IWt 

obvious   advantageff,  in   the   Drevity   and  We  confto   to  having  been  pr^'"'"** 

variety  of  the  pieces,  over  a  lengUiened  against  tiie  author  of  lois  beaiuifu  ^^ 

consecnlire   treatise.     The  weeping   eye  on  account  of  the  odd  titlei  b^  lA''^ '' 
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Tnmwlt.    Well,  thef  leesied  to  laronr    noM  inteiMiiiig ;  ftnd  jet  Aen  e _ 

nmctbiDg  of  the  fltntutie.     In  looking     few  more  iotaraitiiig  thsn  thii  Bathksj. 


:o  tbem,  howerer,  we  fbnnd  that  Mr.     A  beantifnl  TiUagv^  loekad   •anns   t 

Htd  vu  a  man  of  great  and  Tarions     quiet  hUli,  IriBg  on   tlie  dopee  of   I 

htonledge,  the  pouessor  of  a  fine  poetic    Mount   of  OUna.  .  .  .  AAd  here,  en- 


girt,  RDd  capable  of  seeing  things  in  man  bowsaad  unidtl  tho  oUt^  aliMond,  and 

ind  utaie  that  lie  remote  from  common  pomegraiiUe  trees^  Mood  Ike  oU  wotaaiaa 

gut    In  this  volmne  he  discornns  eon  of  the  (istars  and  tbeir  hiotlwr;  hereth« 

amort  on  a  theme  which  to  tnetlitiblj  qatet  spirit  «f  our  BedeMMrrMiedaaidit 

lUrutire  to  a  man  of  genial  and  kindly  eheeifbl   lore.     Honoured  and  adored, 

niHue.  England  ia  tnulition&llj  a  con  clrj  here,  peihapa,  Ha  had  the  few  graeiou 

orTillages,  and  Hr.  Hood  speak*  of  them  interrals  which  broke  Ae  monotony  of 

tlva  the  manner  of  Goldamith  rather  than  sorrow.' 

of  Oabbe.     Still  he  mnat  know  that  all  The  book  ii  a  pleaalBg  and  inalniatiTa 

lilligsa  are  not  '  sweet  Anbnmi,'  and  that  one.    From  the  treaniiM  of  a  rich  imagi- 

mni;|  things  might  be  Si^d  to  justify  the  nation,  and  the  stOMi  of  a  cuaciona  and 

ttimij  of  '  natnrs'i  slemest  painter '  in  retenliTe  memory,  Mi.  Hood  bring*  forth 

loi  gloomj  pictnres  of  Tillage  life.    Eren  things  new  and  old  for  the  delectation 

irbere  the  pieturesqae  cottage   ii    orer-  and  improvement  of  bis  readers.    Btill  we 

shadowed  bj  the  maiestic  elm,  it  ii  not  feel  as  If  he  were  capable  of  better  thinn. 

amjt  the  abode  of  health  and  happi-  At  times  we  are  tempted  to  think  the 

nw,  and   its   inhabitant   will    tell   ;on  dlscouaei  rather  slight  and  ftagiaentarf ; 

lUt  tU  damp  waJls  and  all  too  perrions  and  perhaps  in  rerising  then  tM  anUHtr 

nuf  are   very 'fHendlj  to   rheumatism,  had  something  of  the  same  feeling,  as  in 

■Uch  hfl  emphatically  calls  'the  pains.'  his  preface  he  speaks  of  them  as  'an  at- 

'Ai  imiUneas  of  the  popalation,  too,  by  tempt  to  realise — ao  fai  as  the  brief  time 

nibling  each  -to  know  the  affairs  of  all,  permitted  to  a  Babbatb,  erenlng  serrice 

lukci  them  often  the  scenes  of  grierons  and  the  sopeificial  cbaracter  of  public 

pnJTi  and  internecine  war.     Ignorance  speech  wonld  permit  the  reaiication  of—. 

also  lingeiB  under  the  thatched  roof,  and  some  of  the  village  acenea  of  the  Holy 

niiglilj  prejudice ;  and  there  are  still  til-  Land.'    We  may  mention  they  were  da> 

lagei  in  oar  land  in  which  a  stranger  is  lirered  to  hii  former  flock  at  Brighton, 

^Vr^ed  with  mnch  hostility ;  while  the  dniing  the  winter  of  1872. 

wmfMts  and  ccnTenlencei  of  life,  which  

citjfcUi  enioT  as  a  thing  of  conrsa,  are  „          „                          „ 

often  difficult  of  obtainment  among  'the  J^"      ScMHHnMiJj      Oaiois    o»     thi 

"Witlings  of  the  people,'— it  sometimes  BinLB  ikfesbi:!!  feojc  itskw.      '^o 

Opening  that  such  modest  Inmries  as  Congregational  Lecture  for  187S.     By 

"It  and   pepper   hare   to  he  patiently  HhhbtRoobhs. 

»^ieS  for  from  the  begintflne  till  the  Linijon:  Ho4aer4aanirtbw-   187*. 

Gad  of  the  week,  'when  the  carrier  cornea.'  A  book  may  be  mannfaclured,  or  It  may 

T'«^^   howerer,   are    not    the  pleasant  grow.     If  it  ia  manufactured,  it  will  be 

■qocts  irf  village  life,  and  we  can't  have  uke  a,  piaet  of  timber-— strong  and  useful, 

■U  adrantages  in  a  world  in  which,  as  perhaps,  but  dettitnte  of  vital  oi  vilaliaing 

Hr.  Hood  i^servea,  ■  not  the  times  only,  force ;  if  it  grow,  then  it  triU  be  Uke  the 

bat  all  things  are  out  of  joint'  tree,  full  of  lep  and  flonriahing,  and  brii^- 

Oiir  author  Infotm*  us  that  he  has  not  ing  forth  fmit  in  its  aeasou.    Now  one  of 

^>*a  in   Palestine,   and  thlaka   this  an  the  dangers  attaching  to  the  lectureship* 

*JTuii»ge.      Aa    Wordsworth   sings     of  which  are  being  esUblished  in  vaiioua 

'Isnow  Unvisited,'  so  Hr.  Hood  sings  connections  is,   that  we  ma;  get  books 

of  th«fi(djX.and;  and  doubtless  hisEancy  that  are  not  die  spontaneous  and  liring     . 

Biglic  have  been  less  free  and  geaial  in  expression  of  the  mind  of  the  writer,  but  - 

>!•  Bow  had  it  been  haunted  by  the  re-  books  that  are  diligentlv  concocted  for  a 

"Kmbranco  of  the  diacomforla  of  travel,  certain  reward  and  wilt  certain  iustruc- 

»ad  of  Dioulderins  huts  or  hamlets,  fi-om  tions,— the  danger,   in  short,   of  getting 

*tMe  inhospitabre  doors  frowned  fierce  books  that  are  merely  manafactured,  not 

sad  tBTbaneil  Turks.  grown.     No  one,   however,  who  is   ac- 

Wb  have  in  all  twenty  villages  dis-  qnainted  with  Mi.  Bogers*  previous  wiit- 

taiitd,  and  those  things  which  are  notable  inga  coold  fear  that  in  hia  lectnresbip  he 

ia   their  names  or  titnation   or   history  would  fall  into  this  danger.    The  Bible 

^'oaght  before  us.    ^us  of  Bethany,  the  has  long  been  to  him  a  book  of  loving 

'i%«  of  the  Olive*,  he  says,  'There  are  study ;  and  in  writing  on  it,  he  wiitoa  on 

•D  maaj-  spota  «(  interest  in  the  Holy  a  salffect  concerning  which  he  ha*  vatt 
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[.VmUttTr^lb^ 


itom  of  infonnMion,  and  <m  vfaich  be 
hu  long  laviifaed  the  affitetiaiw  of  bii 
heart.  Tlui  book  ii  >a  improT«mellt  on 
it!  predeceuor.  '  We  thoaght  it  amistake 
in  Mr.  Bogin  to  endearonr  to  make  hii 
themei  attractire  and  intereiting  to  the 
popular  mind,  bf  attempt*  at  wit  and 
imanneM  of  remark.  HappilT,  ia  .ibii 
Tolame  ve  find  no  trace  of^  thii.  With 
a  calm  and  itiong  and  iteadj  tread  be 
pannei  hit  vttf,  stating  hia  own  Tiewi 
with  the  ntmott  clearaua  und  grace,  and 
wreitling  with  formidable  fou  in  a  ipiiit 
at  once  of  power  and  love.  It  is  a  book 
for  the  time*.  Unbelief  in  manj  a  (nbtle 
form  lurks  all  aionnd  at,  and  is  doing 
moch  harm  even  among  the  friends  of  the 
fBitb.  The  timid  believer  cannot  fail  to 
be  greatly  fortified,  and  the  honest  sceptic 
to  baTe  many  doabta  remoTed,  by  the 
perusal  of  a  series  of  statements  so  self- 
eridencinglj  tnithful,  and  argomenta  so 
logically  GOnclariTe. 

The  Tolame— taking  as  iti  motto  Iba 
Bphoriam,  'The  Bible  ii  aach  a  book  that 
man  eonld  not  have  written  it  if  he  woald, 
and  would  not  if  he  conld 
nine  lectnrea,  and  tbi 
follows  :~I.  and  II.  i 
the  Bible  wbich  seen 
.certain  piinciples  and  tendencies  of 
hnman  nature.  III.  Ancillary  srgD- 
menti  drawn  from  certsin  traits  of  the 
New  Testament,  aa  contrasted  with  what 
might  he  expected  from  the  antecedents 
of  ibe  writers.  IV.  Argument*  deriTed 
fi'om  coincidences  between  certain  state- 
ments of  Scriptnre  and  certain  facts  of 
history  indicatiTe  of  ibe  nnity  of  tbs 
Bible.  V,  A  reply  to  objections  fonnded 
on  certain  peculiarities  of  form  and 
sirucinre  eihibiled  in  the  Bible.  VI. 
and  VII.  On  certain  peculiarities  of 
style  in  the  sacred  miters.  VJII.  On 
the  exceptional  position  of  the  Bible  in 
the  world.  IX.  On  certain  analogies 
between  the  Bible  and  th«  constttnlion 
and  course  of  nature.  We  have  alio 
an  appendix  of  considerable  length,  in 
which  Tiews  adraoced  in  the  lecterea  are 
farther  elncidated  by  original  remarks  or 
quotations  from  varions  writers. 

The  fleld  trarersed,  it  will  thus  be  seen, 

'    is  of  vast  eKtent  and  importance,  and  it 

conld  have  been  done,  as  Mr.  Sogers  has 

done  it,  only  by  one  who  has  made  the 

subject  a  loTing  end  life-looa  studr. 

We  not  only  have  clear 
powerTai   argnmentation,  but    ...     .    _ 
anon  passages  of   sparkling    eloquence. 
Thn*  he  says : — 

'The  book  may  be  compsred  to  soma 
ancient  temple,  Uie  elaborate  omamsnts  of 
which,  tbongh  the  temple  Itsell  be  designed 
for  a  higher  purpose  than  to  erince  tha  skill 


of  the  ardiitmt,  yet  do  bnr  wttoMS  loH. 
The  shield  of  Achillei,  thoorii  cbUy  it- 
tendvd  to  protect  the  hero's  life  in  Uttir. 
ood  to  torn  every  weapon  by  its  odimuitiu 
temper,  yat  prooUImed,  In  tbe  pidiired 
wonders  wbicn  encircled  its  msrgis  iil 
covered  its  ample  field,  the  sUlI  of  l£a  diiiue 
artifloer  who  hsd  forged  it.' 
And  again— 

'  That  parental  conipassioD,  to  wbid  (U 
spectacle  of  helpIesB.weakDos  esit  od  IU 

ffDlection  gives  sach  tendemeas,— such  u 
felt  by  a  mother  for  the  infant  biBhed  oo 
her  boson),  or  a.  faUiar  for  the  ohOd  vbtse 
tiny  fingere  cwofidingty  elan  Um  by  tk 
band ;  that  yeamiug  of  soul  lAich  linn 
with  indulgence  every  eirar  and  hUtsf  ta 
the  objects  of  its  inextingaitbtUs  Ion; 
wfaiah  infliola  clustjsement  with  nare  m- 
row  than  tbe  culprit  euffars  it ;  wlucli  tiiiakE 
ol  tbe  paug  it  hua  inflicted  almost  vltli  taU- 
repro&oh;  which  ssks  for  reconciliitionniili 
a  passionate  desire  which  no  salleDUeae  mi 
no  obstlomcy  can  overcome  i  which  nut  raJj 
smiles  vitb  benignant  comptseenoy  ipoa 
every  effort  to  obey,  bat  eziggenlM  mn 
symptom  of  affection  which  It  hixJBS  It  m 
sees  in  the  nngniteful  child  who  hu  oA 
off  the  yoke  of  authority,  and  winderadfortli 
from  his  father's  botise ;  wbieh  eanmit  cut 
him  off  when  tbe  world,  wearied  onl  tt  hd 
with  his  falsehood  asd  his  vicali  bu  oloasd 
every  door  to  him ;  which,  on  liie  eligfaled 

amplom  of  returning  sense  of  dnlf  ud 
ection,  impatiently  rufbee  to  meet  iiim,  ud 
will  not  bear  thoae  sobs  of  s  broken  h«rt 
which  It  breaks  a  father's  hesrttollilaito; 
which  outs  ehort  even  the  short  cosfenini 
of  error  and  guilt  that  siuoare  poiiian 
longs  to  utter,  and  seals  the  lips  tbst  wMld 
nuEe  it  with  a  kiss  of  all-fcfgettiM  hm;- 
ely  atlnbntsd  to 

^IriU,"  is  dBlis* 

of  Him  dinWD  from  the  ueplhi  ot  tke 


The  volume  ia  a  very  h 
but  there  is  in  it  an  awkward  MisUk^— 
apparently  of  the  biBdeT,-~hy  wbieh  fip 
UB  is  made  to  follow  page  S05,  wbich  is 
rather  cocfntine,  and  surely  migbt  uHj 
have  been  avoided. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  this  verrvilD' 
able  book  the  wide  circulation  it  ietan$. 
We  hava  seen  it  suggested  that  itnigbl 
be  published  in  a  cheaper  form,  on  iIk 
ground  of  tbe  res  angutta  of  maaj  mi"' 
steriol  readers.  Pity  that  tbis  retsol 
should  be  so  powerful  and  prevaleni ;  hsl 
seeing  it  is  so,  it  is  right  it  sboald  bin 
due  consideration.  In  such  a  fon^  >< 
would  be  gladly  welcomed  fay  mioyvsj 
have  long  delighted  in  the  worb  mo 
honoured  the  name  of  Henry  Begen- 

Lkaminq  upon  Jebds. 
A.  Elliot.  £dluMIgb.  ini 
r,  told  with  simplicity  and  iw«t- 
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Tax  Fhilosopht  of  thb  Crobb.    By  lh« 

R«T.  BOBBKT  U'CHBniB  Edqab,  A.M., 
Doblin. 

HoddET  A  Stonebtoi.  londoo.  1S71. 
Of  Uie  yean  Tolumes  of  larmona  hare 
been  ubUdc  a  place  of  honooi  Tor  thein- 
Klrea.  It  will  b«  (on)«  time  before  the 
widely  prevalent  typical  DotiDll  of  luch 
Tdlnniee  pauei  awaj,  j\z.  that  they  are  aa 
doll  in  treatment  aa  they  are  dreary  in 
enbject.  But  it  is  paaaing;  awa;  ;  and  even 
the  most  prejudiced  have  been  compelled 
to  uknonfedge  that  of  late  years  not  a  few 
discDerses  have  iaened  from  the  preiB  full 
of  interest,  and  characterized  by  robnst, 
Klmnlating^  and  cnltivated  thought.  To 
Ibia  clus  belongs  the  rolame  before  oa. 
Mr.  Edgar  ia  eTidenlly  a  vigorons  and 
independent  thinker,  and  is  widely  read  in 
ilie  riteratnre  of  the  da;.  Ha  knoiva  the 
tigna  of  the  timcB,  and  wriiee  as  one  who, 
from  bii  own  experience  and  stady,  keona 
"hat  ii  the  slate  of  things  theologically 
amonpt  men  of  cnllnre.  The  old  faith 
ii  firmly  held  and  stoutly  defended,  bnt 
tdreriariee  are  foiiiy  and  ajm pathetically 
net.  It  is  a  book,  therefore,  which  may 
be  pnC,  «ith  macb  profit,  into  the  hands 
of  tbe  intelligent  yoatbs  of  our  chnrchea. 
It  will  help  to  confirm  them  in  the  faith 
dace  delivered  to  the  saints,  widen  their 
liewB,  and  give  them  a  grasp  of  the  prin- 
ciplei  on  which  that  faith  resti.  And  in 
Ibis  way,  bb  being  mainly  a  discuBston  of 
principles,  it  merits  its  title,  ThePhiioiophy 
"f  lie  Croia. 

It  Hu  sa^ested  to  Mr.  Edgar  Chat  be 
shonldleaTcoutthe  texts,  and  present  tbe 
di<eoanes  in  the  form  of  essays,  as  more 
raitabla  to  prevalent  tastes.  This,  bow- 
eier,  he  has  declined  to  do,  and  the  texts 
u*  retained,  and  we  Ibink  rightly.  8til), 
Item  a  viib  to  secnre  connected  progress 
M  eltimate  unity  in  tbe  treatment  of  the 
■abject,  the  texts  sometimes  suffer.  Thus, 
iljeieitof  Sermon  II.,  which  is  designated 
'The  Attractive  Power  of  the  Cross,'  is, 
'And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up  from  the  esrtb. 


willd 


vail  B 


s  thQE 


dnided :  L  Christ  cracified  is  still  t 
»g  *wWb  trUicitm;  U.  The  atten 
the  carions;  III.  Loving  snbjects  to  his 
"'■J-  'Attracting  hostila  criticism'  is 
■srely  ft  somewhat  incorrect  expression  ; 
>ad  the  idea  it  conveys  was  certaJoiy  not 
m  tine  ChrUt  had  ia  Tiew  when  He 
ulteted  the  words  of  tbe  text ;  it  was  the 
e^ory  that  was  to  follow  in  the  world's 
iMemption, 
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We  meat,  in  ana  of  tin  disconrseB  on  tho 
relative  posicions  of  tha  Father  and  th« 
Son  in  the  work  of  htunan  redemption,  a 
■tnlement  which  seemi  slrantte  and  aoanda 
barsh.  It  is,  that  Qod  in  giving  np  Christ 
made  aiout  as  great  a  aacriflca  as  it  was 
poNible  for  Him  to  make.  The  greater 
sacrifice  would  have  been,  it  is  implied, 
giving  up  Himself.  Sow,  tbe  docinne  of 
the  Trinity  is  a  mTsterions  one,  but  !t 
affirms  tbe  co-equality  of  the  three  per- 
sons of  the  Godhead.  In  the  sacrifice  «f 
.  Christ  we  have  verily  the  sacrifice  of  the 
Divine  One ;  and  we  wonder  bow  one  who 
balds  so  firmly  this  doctrine  should  have 
spoken  of  the  giving  up  of  the  Bon  as 
aiiovl  as  great  a  sacriQce  on  tbe  part  of 
the  Father  as  giving  up  HimtelC 

In  the  last  sermon,  on  'The  Cross  still 
Studied  in  Heaven,' welhave,  as  Head  IV., 
'  The  death  of  Christ  becomes,  therefore, 
tbe  element  of  nniiy  for  the  entire  noi- 
verse;'  and  in  connection  with  this  it  is 
said,  '  A  united  Christendom  is  a  splendid 
hope,  but  a  united  universe  is  more  splen- 
did still;  and  this  dream  is  being  steadily 

The  relation  of  the  Cross  to' other  parts 
of  the  niiiverBe  than  oar  own  is  a  eubject 
of  profoundest  inlereet,  hnt  it  ia  one  on 
which  revelalicii  doea  not  shed  much  light. 
Our  author  affirms  that  it  will  be  the  point 
of  universal  nnion.  If,  however,  there  is  a 
pnrtofibe  universe  in  which  there  are  those 
who  despised  and  rejected  the  Cross,  and 
who  continue  to  do  so  withont  remedy,  will 
that  part  be  in  a  relation  of  anion  to  tbe  ' 
rest?  This  subject  is  not  disc  as  Bed,  bat 
it  will  naturally  and  necessarily  fall  to 
be  so  in  Mr.  Edgar's  conditionally  pro- 
mised volume  on  The  PhUtnophy  of  the 
Saumttion. 

Hartbkeen'b    Chbibtias    Ethics,    and 

Keil    on    Jkreuiah:      Vols.    39    and 
40     of     Clark's     Foreign     Theological 

EltinbnTfih :  T.  &  T.  Clu-k.  ISTS. 
Db.  Martknieh  is  well  known  in  this 
country  by  hla  book  on  ChrUlian  Dog- 
nioties,  to  which  the  work  on  Chri»tian 
Ethics  is  a  fitting  and  worthy  sequel.  It 
ia  a  healthy  sign  of  the  timee  that,  in  con- 
nection with  the  distinctivB  doctrines  of 
the  gospel,  its  practical  bearings  on  cha- 
racter and  conduot  are  being  more  care- 
fully studied.  Trnth,  though  always  tho 
same,  is  capable  of  ever  fresh  applications 
to  thought  and  life.  Dr.  Martensen  re- 
cognises Chat  which  Christian  Ethics  has 
in  common  with  all  systems  of  moral 
teaebing  j  and  from  this  basis  proceeds  to 
develope  with  great  clearness  and  power  the 
genera!  relation  beCwsen  the  moral  and  re- 
ligious in  man,  and  closes  with  staling  what 


830                               NOTICES  OF  KBW  PITBLIOATIOlfS.  ^     n^VHK* 

ii  pecQliu  in  dbiiatian  monlltr.    What  profitabtf    printed    sepataMW,  «nd   i 

pleaiM  at.  speciallj  in  tbii  work  it  the  tribnted    amoDgM    the    membeia  of  o 

eentiiU  poticioa  the  author  kItgi  to  t"- '■ — "--  '~  '"-"-  - 

pearance,  person,  and  work  of  Chrii 
the  clear  anfoldiiig  of  CbrlsEian  d    _, 
aprlagiag  from  the  primal  fact  of  redemp- 
tion.   There  ie  a  good  inCrodnctor/  diteaa' 

^on  on  the  geneTal  principle!  of  Ethics,  And  we  are  sare,  if  in  these  dajs,  when 

followed  by  a  singnlarlj  able  portraiture  many  are  amassing   large  fortunes,  and 

of  ' Christ  onr  Pattern.'    Withont  having  wages  are  increasing  twofold,  it  notild  be 

anything  abont  it  startling  or  novel,  this  well  if   considerstioo    and    conrenalion 

may  Tank  among  the  fullest  and  beat  of  tnmed  more  on  the  vtationary  and  entirely 

recent  presentations  of  the  '  Man  Christ  inadequate   income  of  those  whose  pro- 

JesDs.'     Were  we   disposed   to   be   very  fesslon  forbids  them  either 'to  strike  or 

erilical,  considerable  objection  might   be  complain.' 

taken  to  the  teaching  of  the  chapter  on  

'Sooiahmi  and  Individualism,'  in  which  Ths  Answeb  or  Pratkr.     An  AdJreu 

Slate   ChatchBs  are   defended   from   the  by  the  late  Rev.  Wk.  A»des30K,LLD. 

maateriy  attack  of  the  illtwtrioas  Vinet;  '       EdinhmrtandGlasaaw  Mmilsi 

bat  we  forbear,   thankful  for  so  able  a  ,_                       .  ,       „r.„l  ti.   Wwm 

eontribntion  to  the  science  of  Christian  J^,  "  apP'op™"«  P«fec^  ^-.hflS 

J  ..       .-k*  .1.     rt            ^               T-        -  I  tells  ns  that  it  was  thouKot  by  the  tnsua 

by  Keil,  we  c«n  only  say  Ihat.  like  all  that  ^.    „„     biisbed  papeia  that  thia  addietl 

z»r.s5e5"th'aT:i;!:f  .r  -  «•»«  wi.i.v  a.^.-.  a,^^ 

praying  men  can  read  it  withont  being 

OcR   !Fbibni>s  tm  Hbaveit,      By  J.  M.  stirred,  no  prayerlesa  men  without  lieiiig 

Jtir-T.F'i,  D.D.     Fifteenth  Edition.  self-condemnea. 

Jimei  NJibet  A  Co.    Laaddn.    1ST4.  

A   BOOK    that  has    reached  a   fifteenth  Sbbkomb    chistlt    om   tbb   I>m   ^"^ 

edition  has  proved  its  right  to  publication.  Charxctbs  or    the   PEBssai  Dii"- 

It  meets  a  felt  and  widespread  need.    The  By  Bev.  Eobbbt  Fjjsi^e,  St.  Biniaas. 

snocess  of  Dr.  Killen's  volume  is  owing,  Edlnbiirih:  WUUiun  BlarOiraDd  asd  Soiu.   IST*. 

in  the  first  place,  to  the  profoandlj  inter-  TnafrBsenHonswonlddoabtlesabeiniprW' 

esting  nature  of  the  subject  tteatod,  and,  BiveandeffeolWewhenthejweredelivered! 

in  the  second  place,  to  the  mode  of  its  and  now  that  they  aie  printed,  at  tbe  n* 

treatment.    It  is  not  a  book  of  vague  con-  qoest  of  those  to  whom   they  were  ad- 

jectnrea  or  vapid  appeals ;    it  is  full  of  dressed,  they  mar  be  read  with  profit  and 

strong,  clear  reasaning,  and  rigid  exegesis,  interest.    They  ai«  vigorous  in  tbongbti 

It  is  recognised  that  all  we  know  or  ean  eloqnent  in  expression,  and  pervaded  b^ 

know  on  this  subject  comes  from  the  Word  no  earnest  and  practical  spirit.    There  a 

of  God,  and  the  endeavour,  therefore,  is  a  Jobn-the-Baptist-like  fldelitrand  fwW 

made,  honestly,  ably,  and  snecessfnlly,  to  jq  the  seCtiiig  forth  and  denouncing  of  A* 

set  forth  its  teaching.  ,;„,  go  plainly  and  painfully  prevalent  in 

the  Church  and  the  world.    Many  iiWf 

Ths  ScwrriBii   CoRoaKOinoHii.  >Uoa-  trationsof  this  might  he  given.   WeiJ™' 

ZDIB,  April  1874.  ally  refer  to  the  seraion  from-lhe  lesti 

Edlatmrsli :  Andrew EUlst.  'Is    Sanl   also  among  the  prophets'    in 

Wb  have  ih  this  number  an   admirable  which  it  is  very  clearly  shown  tbaC,  *il'| 

sennoQ  by  Dr.  Alexander  in  connection  all    onr   religloes    professloos,   there  a 

with  the  death  of  Mr.  Adam  Black.  After  amongst  ns  a  deplorable  dearA  ot  ■."" 

a  .clear  exposition  and  eloqaent  illustra-  religions  knowledge,  feeling,  Bud  i**^'f- 

tion  of  the  text,  'Hananiah,  a  faithliil  man,  The  preacher  labours  with  all  bis  ■vw''  |^ 

that   feared  God  above  many,'  there    is  persuade  men  boawtly  altd  earnestly  to 

a  loving  and  powerful  portraiture  of  the  endeavoar  to  make  some  apptoxim^t"'* 

maawbom  these  words  so-well  describe,  towards  the  living  embodknent  of  lhep<"< 

Among  other  papers  of  interest  there  is  sndbolydoctrineitheyprofess.  Attine^ 

one  on  minist^al  incomes.    It  is  in  the  as  e^.  in  the  first  paragraphs  of  the  (^' 

form  of  a  conversation  jKoported  to  beie  ing  sermon — there  is  a  tendency  W  ^' 

taken  place  at  a  tea-pajty.    It  might  be  aggeration  in  manner  and  matter,  bnt  tv 
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ii  a  Tanlt  front  vbich  it  U  difflonlt  for  men     alio  ba  wid  tbat  '  ttaooghU  thai  brMUha 
of  ferrid  feding  Co  keepantireljrree.   In-     sod  wDTdj  Uut  biVD '  nta^ bo onl;  ' irordi 

deed,  it  i^  defended  bj  tome  m  a  Tirtna  in     of  truth  and  lobemeH '  on  anch  an  orar- 


lomake  an^hing  like  an  appropriate  im-  great  themei  as 'repentance  onto  life'  that 

preaaion;  and  Ihey  mast  eonteqnently  be  we  note  thii  tandanej,  bnt  in  matteif  of 

clothed  in  bamiag  irorda,  if  thej  are  to  description  and  opinion. 
anceaed  in  atiniiigmen  to  action.    It  ina;f 


THE  ASSEMBLIES. 
The  umnal  meeting  of  the  AiMoiibliee,  demite  all  that  ia  Ktid  about  the  irvung 
power  of  religion,  is  felt  to  be  a  thing  of  much  interest  and  importtnee.  The 
gEiCbering  togeth^,  for  deliberatiTe  and  judicial  porpoeea,  of  the  representatiTes  of 
QpviiTdB  of  2000  chnrahet  from  ererf  comer  of  the  land,  cannot  fail  to  have 
weighty  igsues.  The  Asaanbly  lA  the  Eirk  of  Scotlaud  (for  it  still  is  ao  called) 
bad  mnch  bnrioes  of  hi^  impartonce,  parts  of  wbioh,  at  least,  it  itemed  vety 
eager  to  ebirk  or  get  rid  of  as  CLniddy  as  poeaible.  Many  people  were  waitang  with 
no  little  interest  to  eee  what  the  AsUBibl;  would  do  in  reiereace  to  tiie  Baird  gift ; ' 
hut,  lo  <.  it  has  done  nothing.  It,  as  an  Asaembly,  knows  nothing  of  Hr.  Baird 
^d  all  his  deeds,  and  refusee  to  be  informed  about  them.  It  reaUy  ia  a  strangs 
case,  and  may  lead  one  to  the  cfmolusion  that  has  been  guierallj  amved  at,  riz. 
that  ltd  dieciuBion  would  hare  lawed  diaagreeablequestioDS,  and  roi^t  hare  led  to 
UDCOmfortAble  results.  So,  acting  on  the  sage  maxim  that  '  least  said  is  soonest 
mended,'  nothing  was  said  at  all,  and  the  recipients  of  Hr.  Baird'a  bounty  were 
left  simply  to  inroke  '  expressive  silence  to  muse  bis  praise.'  With  this  mute 
thankfohiess  in  the  interests  of  the  Eirk,  po^blj  Mr.  Baird  may  feel  satisfied. 

The  acceptance  of  the  Patrtxiage  Bill  u  a  very  noteworthy  procedure,  and  the 
pwsbg  of  that  bill,  when  nobody  wants  it,  is  a  matter  worthy  of  the  attention  of 
Ih(«e  who  love  to  trace  the  connection  between  canse  and  effect  It  used  to  be 
Bud,  ex  nihilo  nihU  JU ;  bnt  here,  out  of  circnmstances  atill  mora  nnf  avonrable,  a 
1^  has  been  pcodnced.  Its  professed  friends  really  dislike  it,  and  make  sad  faces 
U  it  in  private.  Its  avowed  enemies  are  many  and  strong,  and  have  shown  good 
puue  why  it  sbould  not  pass ;  and  yet  it  wiU  pass,  and  with  its  passing  an  sot  of 
injustice  ia  perpetrated,  wid  the  impending  doom  of  the  Kirk  hastened.  It  was 
cDrioQB  to  not«  the  innumerable  amendmenta.  We  cannot  enter  into  a  oonsidera- 
tion  of  them  ;  but  that  of  Dr.  Wallace's — yiz.  '  that  the  electors  be  ratepaying 
puishionerB  who  are  ProteatAnt  Christians' — surely  was  very  illogical  and  incon- 
Brtent  Nobody  doubts  Dr.  Wallace's  power  of  trenchant  criticiHrn,  and  his  pos- 
session of  a  mind  of  logical  structure.  But  we  suppose  cironmstftnces  were  too 
BtioDg  even  for  him,  and  that,  left  entirely  to  his  own  judgment  in  .the  matter,  he 
woold  have  proposed  ratepayers  alone,  which  would  have  h^,  at  the  moot,  the  merit 
of  bemg  con^tent  with  the  ground  on  which  he  advocated  that  other  than  com- 
municants sbould  be  electors.  ¥<x  if  the  qualificatioa  is  simply  a  civil  one,  why 
istcodnce  a  religious  caveat,  as  would  be  done  by  adding  'Protestant  Christians?* 
Ve  Bpeak  specially  of  Dr.  'tf^allace's  motion,  for  it  brings  clearly  out  the  impoesi- 
'^ty  of  the  existence  of  an  Established  Church  and  the  exercise  of.justice  in  cod- 
"^cm  with  it.  -  Ur.  Knight's  admi^on  was  an  unexpected  'other  side'  of  the 
^i^iainal  of  the  proposed  Baird  gift  discussion.  It  excited  keen  feeling,  and  caused 
^onw  DDpleasant  manifestations.  In  all  the  drcumstanoee,  perhape  those  who  coon- 
Belled  dday  counselled  wisely.  Mr,  Knight's  reaarais  for  seeking  admismon  into  tlui 
^hlishment  seem  to  be  t^e  creation  of  recent  events,  but  surely  it  was  unworthy 
of  bim  to  Bay  that  be  thought  jiatice  moce  likely  to  be  had  in  it  than  sjnong  Dis- 
puting Churches. 

lie  Free  Church  Assembly  always  i*eaenta  an  animated  spectaole.  It  speaks  of 
mA  life  and  power,  and  tbis  year  more  even  than  on  tonnec  occanons.  Its 
MMches  have  been  largely  blessed  by  the  present  religbus  movesneot;  it*  funds  are 
P'ceperoiu,  the  increase  on  the  Suatentation  Fond  bnug  aboot  £16,000 ;  and  its 
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whole  tone,  tiut  <d  health  uid  vigonr.  The  election  of  Dr.  B<un j  to  tbe  PriQcipBl- 
Bbip  win  give  great  and  wide  sstisfactiDn ;  and  tbongK  tbe  feeKog  excited  ia  con- 
nection with  it  waB  to  be  lamented,  it  will,  except  in  its  canaea,  irhicli  extend  more 
widely  than  to  it,  Boon  paGS  e-traj.  It  waa  rather  Btraage  to  find  auch  comrades  in 
arms  as  Sir  Hear;  Moucreiff  and  Dr.  Bainy  taking  opposite  aides,  and  Dr.  Begg 
speaking  aupportingly  aud  approTin^ly  of  Sir  Henry.  The  reanlt  of  the  debate, 
however,  botn  on  the.  Patronage  Bill  and  the  Diaeatabliahnient  questioii,  ahovs 
bow  hopeless  ia  the  cause  of  the  minority,  aud  \ow  sniely  the  Free  Church  a 
toroing  ilaelf  away  from  the  idea  of  even  the  poaaibility  of  the  existence  o£  nbat 
they  think  a  really  acriptural  Estahliahment  It  waa  gratifying  to  find  so  certain 
a  BOond  given  forth  on  the  subject  of  the  Chnrch'a  liberties,  and  to  see  how  clearly 
it  waa  shown  that  after  all  Patronage  waa  only  a  part  ot  a.  very  large  qneation— 
the  question  of  tbe  Obnrch'a  right  to  do  ita  own  work  and  admimater  its  own  Uwb. 
And  by  consequence  it  followed  that  the  Aaaembly  had  more  hope  in  its  Ghtiste 
people  thui  in  princea. 

THE  DISESTABLISHMENT  ASSOCIATION  CONFERENCE. 
A  COKFERENCE  of  tliis  Aisodation  waa  held  in  Edinbnrgb  on  the  momiDg  ot 
2d  Jane.  A  very  able  and  atirring  address  was  given  by  Mr.  Williama,  of  tbe 
Liberation  Society ;  whilst  important  motaona  and  powerful  epeechei  in  mppol 
'of  them  were  made  by  Rev.  Dre.  Harper,  Caima,  Meesra.  Amot,  NewDsm.aiid 
others.  Hnch  enthusiaHm  waa  manife^ed,  and  it  was  agreed  to  raiae  a  toiid  of 
£10,000  in  order  to  cany  on  the  agitation  with  vigour  and  effect. 

PerhapB  tiie  most  noticeable  leature  of  t^e  meeting  was,  that  for  the  first  Itme 
leading  Free  Ghnrchmen  met  on  the  aaroe  platform  and  advocated  the  same  vievB 
as  their  other  Dissenting  brethren ;  for  all  the  Nonconforming  Churches  were 
represented. 

THE  DERBY. 
Stobmits  (rf  ethnology  tell  na  about  what  they  call  '  anrvivala.'  By  tlfe  Aej 
mean  costoms  that  were  appropriate  perhaps  to  a  certain  atoge  of  civilisation,  M 
which  have  outlived  the  mrenmatanoefl  in  which  they  originated,  and  to  whirai 
thCT  seemed  fitting.  Surely  the  Derby  ia  a  '  gnrvival.'  It  is  a  custom  of  the  wM, 
and  one  most  certainly  more  honoured  in  the  breach  than  the  observance.  It  u 
all  very  well  to  apeak  o(  the  joy  the  horsea  feel  in  the  contest,  and  the  absence  of 
cruelty  in  the  sport.  This  may  be  questioned.  But  the  eitatwice  oi  gambling  to 
a  fearful  extent,  with  all  its  attendant  evila,  ia  uuqueationahle.  It  is  a  day  of  din- 
neas  to  many,  and  of  utter  perdition  to  not  a  few.  We  therefore  honour  Sa 
Wilfred  Lawaon  aud  his  sixty-nine  supporters  for  the  stand  they  made  OS^'^ 
Parliament,  as  such,  oountenanciDg  it  "mitb  ia  always  in  a  minority  at  the  oa'«' 
of  a  movement,  but  it  works  and  wins  its  way ;  and  the  aisty-nine,  a«  the  je»B 
revolve,  will  grow  in  numbers  and  in  strength,  and  this  destructive  and  ^^^'*™' 
*iztng  'survival'  will  be  denounced  and  deserted  by  the  men  of  d>e  higher 
civilisation  of  the  days  to  be. 

RITUALISTIC  PLACES  AND  PJIACTICES  IN  THE  CHURCH 

OF  ENGLAND.  , 

At  one  time  in  the  histoir  of  our  country  there  was  a  widely  prevalent  feelwg** 
strong  aversion  and  difJike  ot  everything  that  aavoured  in  the  least  of  FepfT- 
To  this  we  owe  much  that  h  good  and  something  that  is  evil  in  our  K^K^ 
observances  and  modes  of  worship.  The  bam-like,  unadorned  edifice  which  Vtn 
used  as  a  place  of  worship,  the  severe  simplicity  of  the  aerrice,  the  careful  exdnsion 
of  Uie  KBthetio  element  from  public  devotions,  were  in  great  part  a  teatumw 
against  Romish  ways.  But  changes  in  feeling  idid  changes  in  fonns  and  placea  n 
worship  are  rapidly  taking  place.  It  is  anreljr  matter  for  marvel  that  in  the  M 
of  John  Knox  are  to  be  found  those  who,  declaring  the meelvea  Protestants,  yc^  ^° 
^ir  children  to  schools  in  which  they  are  eariy  initiated  into  the  practices  (* 
Church  but  little  different  from  that  which  their  forefathers  regarded  "J  jv 
mystery  of  iniquity.'  Inquiry  into  the  state  of  things  among  the  High  Cni"^ 
pwty  in  t^e  Chnrch  of  KngWd  shows  it  to  be  almoat  entirely  papistical. 


HONTHLT  BBTBO8PE0T.  333 

lis,  we  quote  the  foUomng  from  a  recent  number  of  The  Engliih 

Indeptadent : — '  OlBTdoii  and  AksDham  are  two  pnrishee,  the  liringg  of  which  arc 
tha  fTopenj  of,  and  held  by  the  Rev.  (Jeorge  Drnir,  known  some  years  funce  from 
hk  intimate  coDDeotioD  with  "  Father  Ignatiaa,"  who,  while  his  cnrwte,  for  a  time 
bdd  Monki  Services  in  Clajdon  Chnroh.  We  were  curiouB  to  be  preeent  at  the 
morning  terrices  on  a  high  fntiral  in  this  church,  bnt,  unfortunately,  found  the 
docrihut,  and  no  aigns  that  a  Mrrice  was  to  be  held.  We,  howerer,  hnev  "the 
mjiof  the  house,"  and  proceeded  through  the  churchyard,  pasttheaouth  transept, 
wliere,in  the  angle  of  thebuttreea,  ig  a  amall  "priest's  door,"  by  which  we  entered 
llie  boil^g.  A  brief  deacriptioa  will  be  neceaaarj  to  show  our  readers  hoV 
i  Protestant  national  place  of  worship  can  be  transformed  into  a  Koman  Catholic 
"mua-liooBe."  The  diancel  is  divided  from  the  nave  by  a  slight  rood-acreea  (the 
work  with  other  carving  of  the  rector),  on  the  top  of  which  is  "  thesacred  rood,"  or 
figore  of  our  Lord  hanging  on  the  cr(«s,  painted  with  life  tints,  with  patches  of 
blood  oosng  from  His  wounds,  the  vivid  realism  looking  very  ghastly ;  on  the  left 
ia  the  Virgin,  and  on  the  right  St,  John ;  a  number  of  candles  are  placed  on  either ' 
side.  There  is  do  reading  deek,  a  prie  duu  is  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  small 
chuicel,  and  there,  facing  eastwards,  with  his  back  during  the  whole  service  to  the 
congregation,  the  clergyman  intones  the  prayers.  There  is  no  communion  rail ;  the 
altar  {for  it  cannot  be  rightly  called  a  table)  is  e1evat«d  on  three  alcps,  and  has  let  . 
ioto  it  in  tJie  centre  "  the  consecration  stone  "  (which  in  the  Roman  Church  covers 
tbe  reiki),  carved  with  five  crosses ;  the  linen  cloth  over  it  has  a  cross  embroidered 
upon  it  just  at  tbi^  spot,  so  that  the  celebrant  may  place  the  elements  after  con- 
secration on  this  hoi;  centre.  On  the  re-table  or  super-altar  above,  stood  six 
YtMB  of  flowers  and  ax  candlesticks  with  candles,  which  bad  evidently  been  lit ;  a 
till  oroaa  occupied  the  centre  position.  Two  very  large  candles  were^aced  on  the 
tle[s.  On  the  altAr  lay  what  at  first  Hght  seemed  a  black -covered  Service  Book, 
u  iimocent-looking  manual ;  .but  on  taking  it  up  and  examining  it,  we  fouud  it 
■M  one  of  the  "Star  cards"  allnded  to,  quoted  from  and  rightly,  strongly  oon- 
demned  by  the  Primate  recently  in  the  House  of  Lords.  On  the  inside,  and  at 
l^  folded  ends,  were,  beautifully  illnminated  in  medireval  style,  tbe  prayers  to 
be  Mid  silently  by  tbe  priest  at  different  parts  of  tbe  post-Commnuioo  Service, 
taken  from  the  Roman  Missal,  embracing  invocatipos  to  angels  and  saints,  prayers 
for  the  dead,  etc.  Nor  was  this  all ;  for  on  the  "  credence"  stood  the  Service 
Book,  behind  which  was  a  little  manual,  published  by  the  Council  of  the  English 
Church  Uqion,  containing  directions  for  celebrating  the  Eucharist,  with  "the 
katrtta"  (prayers)  from  "the  Sarnm  Use."  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the 
"  directions  "  ore  copies  of  those  in  the  Missal~«ltogether  foreign  to  both  the  letter 
aai.  spirit  of  the  rubri<s  and  offices  in  the  Book  of  Common  Fniyer,  and  diamotri- 
nlly  opposite  to  tbe  decisions  of  the  highest  court  of  judicature. 

'  On  one  of  the  side  seats  hung  the  scarlet  cottas,  or  cassocks,  and  white  alb»  of 
tbe  boy  acobflea  who  assist  in  the  service. 

'  We  then  passed  to  tbe  sacristy,  and  in  a  comer,  with  tall-^ttered  candles, 
etood  a  brazen  processional  critcijix,  hot  a  cross  merely,  bnt  contaming  the  figure  of 
Christ  carved  npon  it.  But  this  was  not  all,  for  the  climax  wsa  to  come.  In  a 
email  adjaeent  chapel  was  placed  an  altar  to  the  Vir^n,  duly  draped  and  vested 
with  rich  cover,  antipendium,  lace,  etc,,  and  covered  with  a  white  linen  cloth,  the 
same  as  the  high  altar,  containing  a  similar  "  consecratiou  stone,"  let  in  the  top. 
Mid  ornamented  with  two  vases  of  flowers,  two  candlesticks  with  candles,  and  a 
centre  cross.  At  the  side,  in  a  recess  away  from  the  public  view,  was  a  white 
banner,  wiik  the  figure  of  the  Virgin,  richly  habited  and  crowned  as  "  Qtwen  of 
Ueaven,"  and  holding  the  in&nt  Saviour  in  her  arms. 

'  And  this  was  a  building  of  the  National  Established  Protestant  Church  I ' 

In  an  article  in  the  Scottman  newspaper,  on  the  subject  of  Ritualism,  we  have 
strange  revelations.  The  writer  tells  us  that,  both  by  witnessing  their  servieea 
and  readieg  their  books,  he  has  msde  himself  well  acquainted  with  tbe  ways  of 
the  advanced  pacty  of  the  ritualists.  They  call  the  holy  Communion  the  mats,  and 
ohserre  it  rnnch  after  the  Romish  fashion— all  of  Rondsh,  and  something  of  the 
An^kan  form  being  observed,  and  piayeis  like  the  following  preaented : — 

'1  confess  to  Almighty  Qod,  to  Uened  Hary  ever  Virgin,  to  blessed  Micbaelthe 
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Archangel,  to  blwaed  John  the  Baptut,  to  the  halj  &poBU«  Peter  mad  Paul,  to 
aU  the  tainls,  and  to  yoo,  m^  lH«tiirai,  that  I  h&re  Binned  exeeedinglf  in  thoDght, 
word,  utd  doed  <hwe  he  Ntnkea  bii  breast  thrice),  by  mj  £anlt,  by  mj  own  fault, 
bymj  own  moat  grierona  fanU.  Therrfore  I  beaeedi  the  blessed  Maxj,  ever 
Virgin,  blened  ViiAael  the  Archangel,  blcaaed  John  fte  B^tiat,  the  holy  apoadcs 
Fetsr  and  Panl,  all  the  Babita,  and  jrou,  breAhten,  topray  to  the  Lewd  onr  Ood  f«  me.' 
U  tiiiB  ia  not  after  -the  manaer  of  Borne,  we  know  not  what  is.  The  bread  need 
in  the  Sacrament  ia  done  obefannce  to  on  its  b«ang  oonoeerated ;  and  while  the  odo  ia 
not  withhdd  from  the  laity,  the  officiating  priest  retains  it  in  hia  hand  while  t£^ 
partake  of  it. 

THE  CONGBBQATIONAL  XJNION  OFENGLASD  AMD  WALES  ON  THE 

REVIVAL  MOVEMENT. 
At  a  meeting  of  this  Union  in  the  Weigh  House  Chapel,  Iiondon,  in  May,  amcmgottter 
important  and  interesting  subjeots  tluA  were  brought  fwward  for  disciuBitMi  waathe 
present  religiona  awakening.  It  seems  to  have  been  treated  in  a  reverent,  eameat, 
and  hOBOtlf  ontmoken  manner.  The  chairman  (Bev.  J.  Q.  Bogers),  in  opening 
tikoiidisciission,  said :  '  We  are  now  abont  to  enter  npon  what  I  think  yon  will  fed 
to  be  the  most  sacred  of  any  kind  of  basiuess  connected  with  thtee  meetings. 
Whatever  be  tiie  views  that  may  be  held  by  difFoent  membeis  of-  the  Union  in 
relation  to  particular  acts  and  modes  of  prooednre,  Uiere  is  only  one  deaire  pra- 


sent  in  the  nesrt  of  all — for  a  rerivsl  of  the  niintinl  i 
ehnrchea.  1  hope  tiiat  faietliren  who  entertain  oiSerent  oinnioua  relatiTe  to  par- 
ticular details  c»  action,  will  remember  on  botii  sides,  that  abont  the  desii^ile- 
neas,  necessity,  and  longing  for  a  spiritiial  quickening  there  ia  no  qneation.  And 
further,  that  there  is  aa  much  deep  religiousness  and  eamcet  Chrisiiaa  feeding  ra 
one  side  as  on  the  other ;  tiiat  we  are  diacnssing  tbis  question  simply  as  Chrirtun 
men  occupying  a  common  standpoint,  and  desiring  to  see  what  is  the  most  Kiip- 
tural  and  Chnatian  node  of  accomplishing  the  thing  we  desire.'  liteee  were  wiae 
and  weighty  words,  and  tley  ahould  be  well  and  widely  pondered.  It  is  one  thing 
to  have  bo  eympathy  whatever  with  a  reiligious  awakening,  and  anothv  to  have 
doubts  as  to  iLe  efficacy  or  propriety  of  certain  modes  of  prooednre ;  and  a  sincatdy 
and  earnestly  Christian  man  oag^t  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  heathen  man  and  a 
publican,  thongh  he  may  not  be  prepared  for  taking  certain  modes  of  action  on  his 
own  acconnt,  or  in  concert  with  others. 

A  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  Kennedy  on  '  The  Bevival  of  Religion,'  in  which  he  ez- 
pienad  himaelf  aa  inclined  to  look  favourably  on  the  present  movonent ;  and  wfaem 
he  oonaidered  the  many  eminent  and  iudicioua  men  who  were  esrueetiy  engaged  in 
.  it,  tmd  the  spiiitoal  resulta  of  whi<ui  it  was  productive,  he  said  he  thought  it 
ought  to  be  looked  at  not  in  the  way  of  objection,  but  in  that  of  seeking  instmc- 
tion  and  guidance. 

Mr.  Mackennal,  after  some  discussion,  was  allowed  to  read  a  paper  oa  '  Pt^olar 
Bevivalistic  Agendee.'  He  directed  his  attention  chiefly  to  what  he  oalled  eztn- 
vagances  of  revival  movements,  and  asked.  What  if  these  eztnvaganoes  be  not 
mere  accidents,  but  of  the  very  nature  of  revivals  ?  Those  to  which  he  referred  were 
the  dragging  forth  to  light.the  secrete  of  the  soul,  the  directing  of  the  mind  to 
very  pE^tial  and  limited  aspects  of  divine  troth,  and  the  osUousness,  or  worse,  Hat 
succeeded  a  time  of  nnosoal  and  nnnatural  excitement. 

In  the  discnsaion  which  followed  the  reading  of  these  papers,  several  speakers 
animadTert«d  somewhat  severely  on  Mr.  Hackeniial's ;  others  approved  at  his  senti- 
mraite;  bat  all  admired  at  least  tna  honest  expresaon  of  his  convietianB.  One 
speaker  said  that  be  knew  a  revival,  in  connection  with  which  the  teirors  of  t^ 
law  had  been  much  dwelt  on,  that  resulted  in  the  immediate  seeming  oonversion 
of  200,  who  became  membeis  of  the  Baptist  Church,  but  in  the  course  of  two  yekrs 
th^  had  dwindled  down  to  two.  The  sense  of  the  meeting,  however,  seaned  to  be 
exprened  bj  Hr.  Dale,  who  said,  '  I  do  not  wish  to  l>e  the  ^ologist  in  detail  of  all 
the  proceeduigi  of  onr  brethren  who  have  come  to  us  from  the  other  side  of  the 
Atituktio ;  bat  in  the  presence  of  a  sjuritual  fiower  so  rona^ahle  as  that  wiiicdi 
seems  to  be  nwinrintnd  witii  Hieir  laboma,  1  do  not  care  to  criticise  titeir  methods. 
I  should  be  very  sony  if  there  ehoidd  go  forth  from  this  mawtjng  an  impression 
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that  we  were  wMtdDs  in  deep  and  mteiue  naUtnde  to  Almighty  God  for  the 
1  He  bu  beatowed  upon  £e  Churob.     When  a  great  diTino 


^  1  apon  ike  Churob.     When  a  great  divino 

-HOiiia  going  on,  let  <u  be  bo  thankful  that  Qod  ig  aUning,  as  almost  to  forget  the 
mere  incidents  and  acddenta  of  the  work.' 

Perhaps,  howerer,  if  tbero  be  incidents  aii3  occidentg  of  tlte  work  vhich  ara 
mideairabte  or  preiadioial  (and  in  connection  wiUi  all  that  is  of  man  in  tiie  beat  ot 
movements  sacn  thing*  wiU  be),  pwhaps  a  more  ezcwlleDt  waj  is  not  to  fwget,  bnt 
to  endeaTonr  to  remove  them.  £nlsTgijig  experience  tarings  increaaing  know- 
ledge, and  it  is  veil  to  cast  np  and  ont  ot  tlie  yra,j,  if  powible,  aU  Btmnbling- 
blocka,  BO  that  the  word  may  hare  free  oouiae,  and  God  be  glorified. 

HOW  DISSENT  WAS  ESTEEMED  Kf  'THE  GOOD  OLD  TIMES.' 
Thk  foimdatioii  stone  of  a  new  Independent  College  was  laid  in  Uooigat«,  Bother- 
ham,  on  tlie  23d  April.  The  estimated  c(«t  is  £20,000,  towards  which  £12,000 
have  been  contribnted.  Several  iufiuential  miniatera  and  lajmen  took  part  in  the 
piticeedingB.  .  Among  others,  Dr.  Mellor  of  Halifax  delivered  a  apeecQ  of  great 
abilitT-,  in  which  he  contended  that  Dissenterg  had  ever  been  in  favour  of  an  edn- 
cated  ministrf,  and  bad  Btriven  to  do  their  beet  in  the  unfaTOorable  clrcnmitances 
in  which  thej  had  been  placed.  It  was  too  bad,  he  said,  to  dose  oui  UniverBLties 
SKsinst  Diaenteni,  and  then  taunt  th^u  with  ignorance ;  but  since  these  Beminariee 
M  leaniing  had  been  thrown  open,  it  had  been  eeen,  from  the  high  places  taken  in 
all  departments  by  Konconfoimist  students,  that  if  in  days  past  they  were  in  anght 
bdiind  others,  it  wu  through  lack  of  opportuoitj,  not  of  braina.  Speaking  of 
the  palmy  days  of  the  Establishment,  Dr.  Mellor  continued :  '  In  past  days  Dissent 
was  both  a  nuisance  and  a  crime.  In  the  year  1702,  in  a  sermon  preached  before 
the  judges  of  assize  in  the  citj  of  Oxford,  Eeniy  Sacheveiell,  a  jHiest  of  the  State 
Church,  denounced  Dissenting  academies  as  being  dangerous  to  the  Church  and 
State,  and  as  "fountains of  lewdness," from  which  were  "spawned all  deecriptionB 
of  heterodox,  lewd,  and  atheistic  books."  Thoae  who  abetted  and  supported  them 
were  described  as  worse  monstera  than  Jews,  Mohammedans,  Socinians,  or  Papists, 
and  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  strong  arm  of  the  law  for  the  suppression  of  such 
a  "growing  mischief."  Another  clergyman,  the  father  of  one  oi  the  noblest  re- 
viv^sts  in  our  land,  to  whom,  and  bis  contemporary  Geor^  Whitefield,  our  natimL 
owes  the  resuscitation  of  a  decaying  faith  and  spiritual  life,  attacked  our  colleges 
.  as  being  both  immoral  in  their  character  and  disloyal  in  their  tendency.  Tlie  Dis- 
sententiiemselves  were  described,  in  tiie  language  "of  sweetness  and  light"  which 
prevailed  at  that  period,  as  "  villainB,"  "  hypocrites,"  and  "  murderers. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  LEAGUE. 
In  Uie  coarse  of  tJie  world's  history  there  have  been  many  leagues  formed.  '  Umon 
is  s^ength '  is  a  maxim  the  truth  of  which  all  recognise,  and  hence,  for  ends  good 
and  evil,  mrai  have  nasayed  to  band  themselves  together.  The  desire  for  greater 
anion,  wd  ib»  power,  at  least,  of  presenting  a  less  divided  front  to  the  world,  is 
beginning  to  be  more  and  more  felt  by  all  true  Christians.  A  leagne,  with  this 
end  specially  in  view,  has  been  formed,  and  its  first  conference  was  hdd  at  Canter- 
bury on  April  22d.  The  Dean  of  Canterbury  opened  the  proceedings,  and  repre- 
sentatives of  quite  different  parts  of  the  Churcli,  such  as  Dr.  Donald  Fraser  and 
Dr.  Mori^  Funghon,  took  part  in  them.  Whilst  it  is  felt  that  amidst  endless 
diveridtieB  of  forms  the  Christian  Chnrch  is  essentially  one,  it  is  also  felt  to  be 
exceedingly  difficult  to  erect  a  platform  on  which  all  m^  agree  to  stand.  Some 
complain  of  articles  admitted,  others  of  articles  omitted;  opinions  as  to  things 
essential,  and  matters  that  may  be  left  as  'open  qnestionB,  being  very  diverse. 
It  may  be  interesting,  therefore,  to  see  the  resolutions  which  were  adopted  at  this 
first  conference  of  the  Christian  League : — 

'.  That  tlie  divided  and  diBtrscted  stale  of  Cluiatiaiiit;  In  EogUnd  fa  an  evil  of  si 


^da] 


itode  and  nrsenoy,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  eameat  Chrittfaa  patriota  to  endeavoui'  U 


iBmedy  for  5. 

■  2.  That  whilst  an  Increaao  ol  vital  RodlineBB  is  no  doDbt  the  primorj  countenctlve  of 
■QBh  an  evil,  oootiier,  and  one  foi  whiini  we  are  atao  peimittsd  and  called  to  woth,  la  On 
rembval  ot  iham  ignatwt  and  iaberiMd  ^bjiMdm,  which  wiU  aorelf  give  way  letorB  a 
more  psifeot  inlellignDDe  on  the  anbj'eot  of  religion. 
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'$.  Tbkt  tha  flrat  step  to  be  Ukan  for  tliiB  Utter  pnrnm  U  to  escertkia  and  dedirg 
vbat  are  ths  esseutial  faoli  Bod  laws  of  ChrisUaoU;,  anil  thereb7  demonatrats  that  od  lU 
these  (he  vast  majorlt;  ol  tUe  profesfing  Chrialjaiis  and  Charches  of  our  countrfaracnlMf 
tgieed, 

'i.  Tbat  tlie  next  step  is  to  shoir  that  such  agreeiaent  in  ascarlained  ossentiala  Is  a  per- 
fecUj  anffldent  and  aenptnral  ground  for  mutual  recaguition,  as  catbotic  feUov-ohnrohmsQ, 
by  all  the ETanBiBlieal  Christiana  and  Chnrchea  of  the  land;  and  tbat  the  nnityottbe  Chnnli 
of  Christ  conaista  in,  and  really  meana,  snoh  recognition  and  its  resalta. 

'  S.  Tbat  this  Confereace  rejaicaa  that  such  a  alatsoieat  of  Ihe  essential  (acta  and  laws  ol 

ChristiaDity  hae  now  been  BUbmitted  to  it  by  the  Cliri   -  -  »   -      ---.■--   .» .-  --■ 

commends  it  lo  the  coneideratloii  of  tlteir  fellow-Chrisi 
ca^ollc  unity. 

'6.  That  we  further  approya  the  scbemo  of  labmir  whiot  has  been  akelched  in  the  report, 
and  whioh  has  been  already  tried  with  sdCli  marked  resnlta  in  moat  of  the  dtiea  and  tomu 
of  £eat',  and  that  we  etronely  advise  a  diligent  and  perHflveriag  application  of  thesameplu 
for  e  few  ysant,  till  the  whole  of  oar  beloved  country  hae  been  put  in  poasesaion  of  a  Bcien- 
tiSo  criterion  of  catholic  Christianity. 

'  7.  That  we  heartily  recommend  to  the  generons  support  of  all  catholio-mindad  CItriitliDS 
the  fanda  of  the  Christian  Le^ns,  as  worthy  of  a  share  of  coneecrated  wealth,  aneh  as  will 
enable  it  to  proeeoute  its  great  and  Godlike  task  as  Tigorooaly  aa  the  state  of  the  tiinra  de- 
□uuda,  and  aa  the  Usssed  Iroits  to  be  reaped  will  amply  reward  and  warrant.' 

NEW  MEMORIAL  CHURCH  IN  MADAGASCAR. 
The  miBgioD  to  Madagascar  lias  been  de«p!7  and  tragicallj  intereatiog.  It  liu 
had  grcdt  trials  and  wonderful  triumphs.  One  of  its  trinmphB  is  tlie  recent  erec- 
tion of  a  church,  on  a  rock  from  which  many  of  its  mareyra  were  hnrled.  The 
Be¥.  Mr.  Poole,  writing  under  date  of  March  80,  after  enumerating  dome  of  the  . 
'  lions  in  the  way '  which  they  had  to  encounter,  sajB  r— '  A  chprch  which  saems  to 
please  everybody,  and  to  excite  the  Burpriae  of  the  natives,  now  standi  on  tie 
Tarpeian  Rock  of  Ampamarinana,  "in  memoriam"  of  a  pnblio  attestation  of  Hii- 
cerity  undaunted,  a  love  of  Christ  which  death  itself  could  not  quench,  a  benioi 
which  sbed,  and  sh^  continue  to  shed,  its  ^Idea  brightness  over  the  pigffl  of 
Madagascar  history — a  church  dedicated  to  the  martyrs'  God,  on  the  twentj-fiftli 
anniverearj  of  tJieir  being  pushed  over  the  precipice,  in  which  a  crowded  aadienM 
'listened  with  interest  to  exhortations  to  trust  that  same  Omnipotence  under  all 
circumstances  when  the  right  is  required  to  be  done. 

'The  opening  Bervicefl|commenced  ou  Saturday,  March  28,  at  half -past  eight,  the 
native  pastor  giving  out  a  hymn  of  thanksgiving,  which  was  sung  with  a  volume 
of  voice  quit*  unusual  in  Madagascar.  Twenty-five  years  ago,  on  that  vMy  d»j, 
were  fourteen  faithful  followers  of  Christ  pushed  over  the  precipice  ontheffWt 
side  of  the  church,  and  four  nobles  left  their  clay  tabernacles  amid  ttngues  of 
dome  at  Farovohitra.  And  although  the  Queen  and  Court,  with  a  large  retinue, 
had  left  the  city  for  the  ancient  capital  Ambohimanga,  some  two  thousand  voict^ 
it  is  supposed,  joined  most  heartily  in  the  thanksgivings,  and,  we  will  fain  hope, 
like  old  Simeon,  rejoiced  that  their  eyes  had  seen  God's  salvation.'  '  The  Mood  d 
the  martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the  Church.'  This  is  once  more  oonspicnouslyillnstoteo 
by  this  Memorial  Church,  so  fittingly  erected  on  '  the  Tarpeian  Boek '  of  Mada- 
g^ar. 

STATUE  OF  JOHN  BUNYAK. 
Another  remarkable  instance  of  time's  revenges  is  the  erection  of  a  statue,  by  tue 
Duke  of  Bedford,  in  honour  of  the  once  persecuted  preacher  and  wonderful  dreamei'. 
near  the  scene  of  his  sufferings.  Many  distinguished  persons  took  port  in  tt^fi^ 
ceedings, — among  others,  Dean  Stanley  and  Dr.  Allan,  who  gave  very  interesting 
and  highly  eulogistic  addresBes.  The  former  referred  to  Macaulay's  eul(®  o" 
Milton  and  Bunyan,  spoke  of  the  Nonconformist  literature  (as  including  De  foe^' 
writings  also)  with  grateful  admiration,  and  urged  his  hearers  toread  thePifj'^"' 
Progress  even  for  Uie  lOlst  time. 

PiintAd  by  McBXAr   avb  Qibb,    11,  Qaeen  Street,   and  Fnbliihtfd  by  WiLUtf 
Ouruun  axb  Co.,  G7,  North  Frederick  Street,  Bdinbn^  on  the  m  «  'W 
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THE  REV.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON,  M.A.,  D.D., 
LIMEKILNS,  DUNFERMLINE. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  wfts  bom  in  Biggar  on  the  18th  Febrnary 
1800,  tbe  youngest  of  a  family  of  nine.  He  c&me,  as  has  been  aaid  by  the 
.'kotamaa  in  its  graphic  notice  of  liis  death,  of  n  '  strong -braised  race,'  and 
enjoyed  from  infancy  in  a  very  special  degree  the  privileges  of  a  pious  home. 
Xo  one  conld  hare  been  more  sorronnded  by  those  inflnences  which  mould 
tbe  mental  habits  and  cnltirate  the  moral  e.x^celleoces.  His  grandfather  on 
the  father's  aiile  had  been  a  member  of  the  Ettrick  Church  when  the  famous 
Thomas  Boston  was  its  minister ;  and  his  father,  named  after  that  celebrat«d 
divine,  was  an  intelligent  and  devout  member  of  the  Associate  congregation 
of  Biggar,  first  nnder  the  ministry  of  the  Bev.  John  Low,  and  then,  in 
1806,  under  that  of  the  R«t.  Dr.  John  Brown,  afterwards  of  Brougfaton 
Place,  Edinburgh.  His  matetnal  grandfather,  too,  James  Brown,  was  in 
bis  way  a  remarkable  man, — a  Seceder  from  the  earliest  days  of  the 
i^ec«6sion,  and  connected  witii  the  congregation  of  West  Linton  even  before 
tliat  of  Biggar  was  formed;  a  mau  whose  well-thnmbed  copies  of  Don 
Qaiaite,  Prideaox's  Connexion,  The  Spectator,  etc.,  show  that,  like  more 
than  one  of  his  descendants,  he  could  appreciate  good  hooks,  and  was  wide 
ID  his  literary  sympathies.  It  is  a  curious  fact,  and  worthy  of  maition, 
that  this  intelligent  village  wright  at  Biggar  had  as  his  nearest  neiglibonr 
John  Gladstone,  the  village  maltster,  the  great -grandfather  of  our  illus- 
Irioas  statesman,  and  that  the  two  used  to  have  daily  discussions  on  the 
affau^  of  the  nation  and  the  sayings  and  douigs  of  the  folk  at  Lon'on. 
Among  others  who  helped  to  mould  the  youthful  mind  of  William  Johnston, 
we  must  not  omit  his  eldest  brother  Robert,  who  was  the  brother-in-law  of 
Dr.  John  Brown,  and  a  man  of  rare  power  and  accomplishments — his  illustri- 
ous nephew,  John  Brown,  M.B.  (author  of  Rab  and  his  Friends),  telling  us 
r^arding  hira  that  he  had  read  over  repeatedly  the  works  of  Shakespeare, 
Pope,  Johnson,  Milton,  Swift,  Home,  Addison,  and  Burke,  and  knew  all 
their  sentunents  and  peculiarities  of  style ;  that  he  was  well  versed  in  Latin, 
freek,  Hebrew,  French,  Spanish,  Italian,  and  German;  that  he  had  read  all 
the  Hebrew  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  had  perused  the  Greek  Testament  so 
frequently  that  be  knew  almost  every  passage  in  it  by  heart.  Reared  in  a 
home  where  scholarship  and  piety  were  both  signally  displayed,  it  can  readily 

so.  VIII,  VOL.  XVllI.  KEW  SERIES. — AUGUST  ISH.  T 


338  THE  EEV.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTOH,  M.A.,  D.D.      '""'X^iT     I 

be  seen  bow  fitted  were  all  sDrroiindiDg  inflnencea  to  develope  native  talents, 
ioBpire  with  religious  impressions,  and  foster  the  desire  for  farther  attainment ; 
and  therefore  we  are  not  surprised  to  learn  that  William,  after  receiying  a 
primaiy  edncation  at  Biggar  echool,  repaired  at  the  age  of  thirteen  to  Glas- 
gow TJniTeraity,  following  thither  an  elder  brother,  Ebenezer,  who  afterwards 
became  the  assistant  and  friend  of  the  Bev.  Dr.  MarUn  of  KirkcAldf ,  tlie 
intimate  associate  of  the  celebrated  Edward  Irving,  and  the  Bunister  of  Pleii, 
in  Stirlingshire.  We  have,  however,  frequently  heard  the  regret  expressed 
that  tb«  College  cnrricalam  was  b^on  at  so  early  an  age,  when  adther  tlie 
niceties  ;f  the  classics  conld  be  appreciated,  nor  the  abstruse  questions  ol 
metapnysics  understood.  And  yet  Wilham's  time  at  College  was  fraught  with 
genuine  work  and  acquirement.  He  had  started  in  life  with  a  pltu  of  mentol 
perspicacity  and  power,  and  his  essays,  written  with  the  same  neat,  beaatifnl 
penmanship  by  which  he  was  always  distingnl^ed,  display  an  accnracj  ol 
lai^nage  and  clearness  of  thought  uncommon  for  bis  years.  At  the  a^e  of 
seventeen  he  received  from  his  Alma  Mater  the  degree  of  M.A.  While  at 
College,  he  was  censor  of  the  Mathematical  class,  and  a  great  favonrite  of 
the  ecceutric  Jamie  Miller,  as  tbe  Glasgow  students  of  threescore-and-la 
irreverently  call  their  old  professor.  He  was  associated  at  Glasgow  mill 
Lord  Glenorchy,  afterwards  tbe  Marqnis  of  Breadalbane,  Dr.  K.  J.  Brjce 
of  Belfast,  and  William  Penney,  afterwards  Lord  Kinloeh.  Dr.  Johnstoii 
used  to  show  with  much  interest  his  edition  of  Earipidtt,  <m  a  page  of  vbicb 
he, '  William  Penney,  vowed  constant  frien(Mup  vrith  William  Johnston.' 

From  CoUege,  St.  Johnston  proceeded  in  1817  to  the  Associate  Bnrgber 
Divinity  Hall  of  Selkirk.  He  had  gone  to  College  to  study  for  the  bar,  and 
his  eminently  judicial  powera  fitted  him  in  no  ordinary  degree  for  wch  s 
profession ;  but  the  appeals  of"  his  mother  and  of  his  minister.  Dr.  Brown. 
influenced  him  otherwise,  and  so,  as  has  been  said,  he  proceeded  to  Selkirk 
to  study  theology  under  the  venerable  Dr.  Lawson,  that  sage,  scholM,  M*! 
saint,  whose  heavenly  character,  childlike  simphcity,  and  extensive  levmng 
«ndeared  him  to  all  his  students,  and  made  the  Bummer  sessions  of  Selki^  tl<^ 
most  cherished  of  fond  remembrances.  Often  have  we  heard  Dr.  Johnston, 
in  company  with  bis  old  friends  Mr.  SmelHe  of  Stranraer  and  Dr.  Criohton 
of  Liverpool,  recall  the  happy  days  of  Selkirk,  and  the  quaint  and  wise  enj- 
ings  of  their  good  old  professor.  The  three  had  survived  all  tiie  stndenU  of 
th«r  year,  and  they  revelled  in  the  old  scenes.  They  are  now  all  gonei  tb^ 
have  served  their  generation  by  the  will  of  God,  and  are  now  with  Chtfet, 
which  is  far  better.  '  As  a  student,'  says  Dr.  Harper,  who  first  saw  him  ' » 
lively  boy  playing  at  marbles  before  his  mother's  doOT,'  *Mr.  Johnston 
manifested  in  point  and  power  the  same  thonghtfnlness  by  which  in  *^^ 
years  he  was  characterized,  and  gave  many  proofs  of  an  acute  and  rigorona 
iDt«llect.'  He  was,  too,  a  great  favourite  among  his  fellow-Btndents.  ^^^ 
Prince  Leopold  (afterwards  King  of  the  Belgians)  received,  on  the  oomwod 
of  his  visit  to  Sir  Walter  Scott,  the  burgess  ticket  of  the  town  of  Selkirk,  Mr. 
Johnston  was  chosen  by  them  to  receive  the  honour  at  the  same  tune ;  and 
many  years  afterwards  he  amused  his  friends  by  telling  how  he  wae  made » 
'  sator,'  and  by  exhibitmg  with  his  Glasgow  diplomas  of  M.A.  and  D.D.  t"^ 
bni^esB  ticket  of  Selkirk.  In  1819  he  and  the  late  Dr.  Smith  of  Big^ 
were  delegated  to  visit  tbe  Theological  Hall  of  the  Anti-Bni^her  iAnK\ 
the  old  prejudices  between  the  Burghers  and  Antt-^ni^hers  haviBg  ^^ 
i^OBt  dirappeared,  and  a  scheme  of  visitatjon  inaugorated  aoKHtS  '^^ 
stadents  which  ctmaiderably  helped  to  promote  the  nnion  so  \is^^  '^ 
Banuiiat«d  in  1820.    His  talents,  nnited  with  genttonanly  miwiBen,  procured 
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for  him  tbroi^hotit  his  whole  life  nuiretsal  respect  and  afEectioo ;  and  u  he 
aerer  sought  to  ^ush  hjjueelf  into  DOtice,  hariog  too  much  self-respoct  and 
too  little  vanity  to  pnreae  sach  a  coarse,  he  obtuned  bj  the  tmiform  wkdom 
and  pmdence  of  his  deportmeDt  greater  influence  than  if  he  had  made  it  the 
direct  object  of  pursnit. 

Like  moat  of  the  stndentB,  Mr.  Johnston  devoted  hmiaelf  to  teaching  during 
the  recess  of  the  HalL  He  was  employed  in  this  way  at  Newbigging,  in  the 
parish  of  Carnwath,  and  need  to  tell  with  mnch  zest  of  his  boarding  with 
Mr.  Jobi  Tweedie  one  fortnight,  JUj*.  James  Gray  the  next,  and  some  other 
farmar  the  third,  and  of  the  patriarchal  simplicity  aod  kindoefis  be  witnessed 
and  fiBJoyed.  He  also  spent  ten  montbe  in  the  island  of  Fetlar,  ic  Shetland, 
as  tobor  in  the  lair^a  family ;  and  this  circumstance  led  him  to  take  a  deep 
interest  ever  after  in  this  remote  part  of  the  kingdom,  practical  proof  of 
which  be  gave  in  his  efiorte  for  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  the  United 
Fr^sbftfriaB  congr^ation  of  Lerwick.  The  circnmfitaacea  attending  Mr. 
Jobnaton's  af^lication  for  a  parish  school  were  told  in  the  Synod  two  years 
ago.  It  was  made  a  sine  qua  non  that,  if  appointed,  he  moat  attend  the 
parish  chmwh,  and  this  was  a  condition  to  which  he  alone  of  the  eight  can- 
didates would  oot  aatHnit  'Ever  after  that,'  we  have  heard  hiui  s^y, 'I 
have  deteeted  the  bigotry  aod  sectananism  of  the  Established  Kirk;'  and  bis 
efforts  to  obtain  a  national  and  unsectarian  system  of  education,  eztendii^ 
irojn  IBil  to  1672,  when  his  desires  were  folly  attained,  show  how  deep  and 
lasting  waa  tiie  in^esaiou  then  received.  The  theological  course  completed 
(the  Mth  and  last  year  under  Dr.  Dick  of  Glo^ow,  to  whose  charge  the  Hall 
was  committed  aftw  the  death  of  the  fonner  professor),  Mr.  Johnston  was 
lioensed  in  1821,  a  young  man  already  of  much  power  and  promise.  His 
e^ieriaiMS  as  a  pneacber,  as  be  rede  on  the  back  of  bis  '  sh^t'  from  presby- 
tery to  presbytery,  would,  if  related,  read  like  a  page  of  andent  history, 
and  show  how  pleasant  the  lot  of  onr  preachen  now  is  con^MLred  with  that 
of  former  times.  WbUe  wuidering  in  ^e  far  north,  Mr.  Johnston  received  a 
letter  from  his  brother  James,  then  a  medicai  practititmer  in  Moffat,  in  which 
nfarence  was  made  to  two  vacancies  which  bad  occurred, — one  b^g  '  in  a 
}riace  called  Limekilns,  but  where  that  was  he  bad  not  the  most  remote  idea.' 
To  this  unknown  plaee,  however,  he  was  shortly  afterwards  sent,  and  in  1822 
receiired  cdls  to  Lochwinnodi  and  LimekihiB.  At  the  aabaeqneut  meeting 
of  Bynod  the  calls  were  discnased,  and  the  decision  given  in  favour  of  the 
latter ;  and  there,  on  the  27th  August  1823,  Mr.  Johnston  was  ordained  as 
GMoeaaor  to  the  Ber.  William  Haddin,  who  had  died  in  1S20,  in  the  sixtieth 
year  of  his  age  and  thirly-sizth  of  his  ministry.  Of  the  214  members  who 
signed  the  call,  only  seven  r«nain  '  onto  this  present.'  In  the  open  air,  in  a 
field  near  the  abipAnuIding  yordirf  Bmcehaven,  the  ordination  sorices  had  to  be 
condnctad,  the  church  brang  too  small  to  contain  the  nnmbws  that  assembled ; 
aad  oa  the  followi^  Sabbath  he  commenced  his  ministry  by  preaching  from 
the  Ytrj  appropriate  text,  '  Praying  always  for  me  that  utterance  may  be 
girCD  onto  me,  that  I  may  open  my  mouth  boldly  to  mdu  known  the  mystery 
of  the  gospd.'  Within  a  year  after  the  ordiaation,  it  ^as  ionnd  necessary 
to  talifi  down  the  old  place  of  worship  andewct  the  present  chnrch,  which  is 
ctqml:^  (rf  accommodatmg  over  1000  sitters,  and  whi^  wae  built  at  an  ezpense 
ci  apwands  of  £2000.  While  the  new  church  was  in  course  of  building,  services 
ware  conducted  in  a  tent  set  ^  in  a  field  which  sli^d  apwurds  to  the 
grmmds  aronnd  Broomfaall;  and  from  this  period  dates  the  intiaucy  which 
vftr  afterwards  subsisted  between  tbe  noble  family  ^f  Broemh^  and  the 
village  pastar  of  Lanekilns.    '  A  Sabbath  or  two  after  caauBSBcii^  my 
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labours  in  this  place,'  said  Dr.  JobnstoD  at  the  celebration  of  his  jabilee  in 
Aagnst  of  last  year, '  I  saw  a  gentleman  standing  within  the  grouDds,  leaning 
gainst  a  tree,  and  apparently  listening  to  the  discourse.  Tbia  was  Lord 
Elgin,  the  father  and  grandfather  of  the  noblemen  now  present  .  .  .  When 
the  seats  of  the  new  charch  came  to  be  allocated,  two  were  chosen  by  the 
Broomhall  family,  who  have  occupied  them  ever  since.'  And  here,  agsjn,  we 
may  qnote  the  Scotsman : '  Living  in  a  village  where  he  was  the  only  minister, 
and  being  eminently  an  overseeing  man,  he  was  long  and  fondly  known  as  the 
"  Bishop  of  Limekilns ;"  and  n  most  apostolic  bishop  he  was.  For  three 
generations  be  has  been  the  cherished  friend  of  the  Elgin  family,  and  wai^ 
always  welcome  at  Broomhall,  whoever  wae  there.  It  is  pleasant  to  remember 
that,  at  the  funeral  of  the  heroic  General  Bruce,  the  Dean  of  Westminster 
and  the  old  Seceder  minister  mingled  their  prayers.'  During  the  earlier 
years  of  his  ministry  Mr.  Johnston's  experience  was  that  of  most  other 
ministers  at  the  beginning  of  tlieir  career,  who,  by  the  sndden  transition 
which  they  nndei^o,  the  responsibility  of  the  office  they  assome,  their  wuit 
of  familiarity  with  many  oF  the  duties  to  which' they  are  called,  the  mental 
activity  demanded  of  them,  and  the  confinement  to  which  they  must  sub- 
mit, have  their  constitutions,  both  mental  and  corporeal,  put  to  a  severe 
test  and  strain.  He,  however,  assidnonsly  laboured  on,  every  disconrse 
being  fully  written  out  in  beautiful  shorthand,  until  he  obtained  an  ease  and 
clearness  in  composition  and  delivery  which  have  been  excelled  by  very  few; 
and  in  regard  to  all  other  ministerial  duties  besides  the  preaching,  he  has 
long  been  reckoned  both  a  standard  authority  and  an  admirable  example. 
Mr,  Johnston  has  been  freqnently  and  urgently  requested  to  give  the  world 
the  benefit  of  some  or  his  able  discourses ;  but  '  he  was  probably  destitute 
of  literary  ambition,  and  had  too  high  an  ideal  of  literary  excellence,  for  he 
never  published  a  booL'  And  yet,  in  1830,  he  was  induced  to  write  a  brief 
memoir  of  the  late  Rev.  Robert  Brown  of  St.  Margaret's  Church,  Dun- 
fermline, which  was  prefixed  to  a  small  volume  of  discourses,  and  in  which, 
if  the  writer  has  not  unconsciously  been  describing  his  own  character  and 
feelings,  he  has  at  lea^t  shown  how  like  to  bimself  in  disposition  hia  yoni^ 
and  lamented  friend  had  been.  In  the  Secession  ^fcufaz^ne  for  April  1835, 
too,  we  find  a  sermon  by  Mr.  Johnston  on  the  Miracles  of  our  Saviour, 
which  is  characterized  by  the  same  clearness  of  arrangement  and  of 
language,  the  same  simple  eloquence  and  logical  reasoning,  for  which  be 
was  always  so  well  and  favonrably  known. 

In  1841  Mr.  Johnston  was  called  to  Eglinton  Street,  Glasgow,  and  again 
in  1842,  but  both  times  declined  the  call.  In  1849  be  was  called  by  the 
congregation  of  Montego  Bay,  Jamaica,  and  requested  by  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  onr  Church  to  become  Professor  of  Theology  in  that  island,  bnt 
declined  both  the  pastorate  and  the  professorship.  In  the  same  year  a  de- 
scription of  hie  appearance  and  of  the  impression  his  discourses  produced 
was  given  in  a  Glasgow  newspaper,  a  few  extracts  from  which  may  serve  to 
recall  bira  to  the  minds  of  those  who  knew  him  in  the  midtime  of  his  days: 
'  As  Mr.  Johnston  speaks  very  rapidly,  we  have  be«n  compelled  greatly  lo 
abridge  his  disconrse.  The  subject— faith— was  one  which,  though  of  the 
last  moment,  wonld  appear  in  most  hands  dry  and  nninviting ;  and  the  Chris- 
tian world  in  Scotland  had  heard  so  much  of  its  nature  during  recent  con- 
troversies,  that  it  excited  by  no  means  pleasant  feelings.  But  in  the  hands  of 
onr  preacher  it  ceased  to  he  something  to  fight  about,  and  became  an  int«isely 
interestmg  personal  matter.  Instead  of  treating  liis  audience  to  the  dogmis 
of  the  schools  about  the  fonr  kinds  of  ftJth,  he  at  once  took  what  some  may 
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reckon  the  heretical  ground  or  Follok — "  In  object,  not  in  kind,  the  differeufe 
lay."  But  while  he  thns  frSed  hia  Hnbject  from  the  mazes  of  myBticism,  he 
took  equal  care  to  gnard  it  from  the  latitndinariBDism  of  those  who  confoDnd 
assent  with  faith ;  and  ttiis,  too,  he  did  by  pbilosopbicaliy  pointing  oat  that 
the  distinction  between  assent  and  faith  in  the  business  of  life  is  as  broad  and 
marked  as  in  the  matters  of  religion.  He  insisted  on  making  sure  of  the 
facts  or  testimony,  and  then  of  making  sore  that  it  was  an  active  fuith,  and 
not  an  unlnqniring  assent  that  we  yield.  The  constitution  of  Mr.  Johnaton's 
mind  eminently  qualifies  him  for  discussiag  such  a  subject.  His  featnrea  are 
the  emblem  of  a  keen  and  metaphysical  intellect.  He  may  not  see  so  far 
mentally  as  some  others,  but  his  intellectual  eye  is  as  a  flame.  At  a  glance, 
he  can  penetrate  throngh  the  clouds  and  darkness  which  good  and  mistaken 
men  have  carefully  folded  round  a  subject ;  and  he  not  only  sees  it,  but  makes 
others  see  it  also.  He  throws  his  Incid  thoughts  into  extremely  neat  and 
felicitous  JaDguage,  of  which  he  has  such  a  command,  that  without  notes  his 
discoDTse  throughout  was  one  torrent  of  rapid  speakuig.  His  voice,  as  well 
as  his  features  and  mind,  is  sharp  and  clear,  and  excellently  under  command. 
He  varies  it  with  his  subject ;  and  though  it  seems  rather  designed  to  give 
expression  to  thought,  it  can  also  tremble  with  feeling — it  can  beseech  as  well 
as  persuade,  appeal  to  the  conscience  as  well  as  irradiate  the  understanding. 
The  manner  of  the  preacher  is  remarkable  for  its  ease  and  for  its  earnestness, 
and  there  is  thronghont  the  whole  service  the  essence  of  a  strong  int«llec- 
taalism  and  of  a  healthful  spirituality.'  Ultimately,  as  is  well  known,  Dr. 
Joinston  spoke  with  great  ease,  cahnnesa,  and  deliberation;  but  otherwise 
the  description  held  good  to  the  last.  In  1850  Dr.  Johnston  (he  had  now 
received  the  degree  of  D.D.  from  Glasgow  Uaiversity)  receivwl  a  caU  to 
Shamrock  Street,  Glasgow,  and  many  inducements  were  held  out  to  persuade 
Hm  to  accept  it ;  but  it  was  declined.  Other  congregations  also,  abont  the 
^ome  time,  made  overtures  to  him  to  win  him  away  ;  but  his  attachment  to 
Ilia  own  people,  coupled  with  his  own  shrinking  sensitiveness,  retained  him  in 
Limekilns.  As  he  himself  has  said,  'Were  the  motives  by  which  I  was  in- 
Bneneed  In  declining  these  calls  carefully  examined,  there  would,  I  fear,  be 
found  mingling  with  sincere  attachment  to  my  present  flock,  and  unwilling- 
ness to  rend  asuudei'  the  ties  by  which  I  had  become  bound  to  it,  not  a  little 
of  nnnorthy  timidity  and  disinclination  to  undergo  the  toil  and  risk  the 
'iugeis  connected  vntb  new  and  important  charges.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I 
have  never  repented  of  the  decisions  to  which  I  was  led,  and  have  ever  fett 
that  in  no  charge  could  I  have  enjoyed  greater  peace  and  outward  comfort 
than  in  my  present.'  And  in  his  village  pastorate  he  fully  realized  Ihe  truth 
*Dd  beauty  of  the  poet's  wor^ : — ■ 

'  Tis  pleasant  through  ihe  loophole  of  retreat 
To  peep  at  anch  s  world, — to  see  the  itir 
Of  the  great  Babel  and  not  feel  the  crowd. 
To  bear  the  rasr  she  eends  through  all  her  gates 
At  ft  Bafa  distance,  where  the  dying  aouiid 
FuUa  a  soft  mnrmnr  on  the  uninjured  ear.' 

'he  reception  of  his  academical  hononr  and  the  decision  to  continue  in  Lime- 
sihia  were  made  the  occasion  of  great  rejoicings  in  Ihe  village,  the  presenta- 
tion of  a  valuable  silver  tea  and  coffee  service  being  one  of  the  methods 
^siployed  by  the  people  of  expressing  their  gratitude  and  esteem  for  their 
lionoiired  and  beloved  pastor.  And  &a  was  only  one  of  many  acts  of  kind- 
B«as  shown  towards  Dr.  Johnston  during  his  long  and  useful  pastorate  in 
umekihis. 
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At  the  STHod  of  1854  Dr.  Johnston  was  elevated  to  the  Moderator'a  ch^, 
a  po^km  which  hia  baamen  talents,  nacommon  tact,  and  love  of  impartia% 
enabled  him  to  fill  with  credit  to  himself,  to  the  a&tisfactioD  of  hia  bretlirai, 
and  to  the  hononr  of  the  Church.  The  same  jear  he  waa  appointed  one  of  > 
depatatioR  to  tbe  Evangelical  Chnrchea  on  the  Continent ;  aiid  his  powers  of 
observation,  keen  insight  into  diaracter,  and  retentive  memorj',  made  the  tour 
one  of  great  enjoyment  to  those  asgociated  with  him.  Scenes  of  great  his- 
torical int«rest  were  visited ;  bnt  we  find  that  Dr.  Johostoo  specially  enjojed 
and  appreciated  those  qtots  rendned  sacred  by  dieir  jdace  in  Christian  story. 
Under  date  Angnst  1851,  he  wrote  to  frienda  in.  Lim^^Uns;  '  Weviaited 
Waterloo,  and  wait  over  a  ^tAt  part  of  the  field,  standiiig  for  some  time  w 
the  spot  which  Wellington  is  said  to  have  OGcapHed,  and  having  quite  near  w 
that  on  which  Boonaparte  stood  when  he  drew  up  the  Osards  for  th«r  Int 
charge,  and  sddmsed  to  them  the  words,  "Conrage,  mes  enfans!  voilab 
ronte  &  Bmxelles !  none  snperona  ici  anjonrdhnL"  Bnt  more  intereatiDg  to  me 
stiD  than  Waterioo  was  Vitvoide,  abont  six  miles  frwn  Brasseda,  where  Tindal, 
who  first  translated  the  Bible  into  English,  in  1536,  was  strangled,  and  hia 
body  afterwards  burned  at  the  stake.'  During  the  latter  part  of  tbe  jonntey, 
however,  the  spirits  of  the  traveDera  were  mncfa  damped  by  the  news  tbtt 
there  had  been  a  severe  outbreak  of  cholera  in  Limekihu,  which  was  carry- 
ing off  many  victims,  "With  difBcnlty  Dr.  Johnston  waa  restrained  from 
immediately  ratnming  to  his  smitten  flock,  and  his  last  letters  home  evince  his 
great  anxiety  for  the  dying  lUid  warm  sympathy  with  the  bereaved. 

In  October  1865  an  event  oecnrred  in  the  life  of  Dr.  Johnston  which  none 
of  hifl  friends  conld  have  anticipated,  but  in  which  they  offered  him  notwith- 
Htanding  their  heartfelt  congratulations.  TJp  to  1835  the  domestic  arrange- 
menta  of  the  manse  had  been  superintended  by  hia  niece,  who  waa  in  tint 
year  married  to  Dr.  Joseph  Brown ;  and  from  1837  to  1845  he  enjoyed  Ob 
companionship  of  his  brother  Jamea,  who  had  obtained  the  medical  pracUce 
of  Limekilns  and  neighbourhood.  But  at  the  date  referred  to  he  mairin 
Miss  H.  B.  Johnston  of  Biggar,  by  whose  thoughtful  care  and  loving  attof 
tioD  the  last  years  of  his  life  have  been  greatly  cheered  and  brightened. 

In  Angnst  of  last  year  Dr.  Johnston  completed  his  fiftieth  year  aa  ministff 
of  Limekilns,  and  the  manner  in  which  his  jubilee  waa  celebrated  evinced  Hie 
liigh  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  all  classes,  the  influence  he  wielded  as  > 
man,  and  the  affection  entertained  for  him  as  a  pastor.  Af t«r  sermon  by  tn* 
Rev.  Dr.  Caims  of  Berwick  from  the  appropriate  text  Acta  xxvL  22,  he  ** 
ent«rtained  at  a  public  dinner,  the  Earl  of  Elgin  occnpying  the  chair;  tbe 
Hon.  Thomas  Bmce,  Dean  Stanley,  Professor  Willia  of  Toronto,  and  w^ 
sters  and  members  of  all  denominaUona  being  present  In  his  speech  on  thw 
occaaion  we  find  Dean  Stanley  saying,  '  There  ia  a  famous  description  of  « 
good  Christian  clergyman,  applied  by  our  earliest  English  poet  uiaocer  to 
the  reformer  Wycliffe,  and  by  Dryden  to  hia  friend  the  non-jnring  Bis'^'P 
Ken,  which  I  reckon  equally  applicable  to  the  esteemed  miniater  of  Li"* 
kihia: 


In  the  evening  Dr.  Johnston  received  congratulatory  addresses  from  "'? 
session  and  congr^ation,  and  from  the  United  Presbyterian  Presbytw?" 
Dunfermline,  and,  as  a  tan^ble  testimonial  of  the  esteem  in  which  be  «* 
held,  was  presented  with  an  epergne  and  a  bank  cheque  for  1000  goiDeu- 
'  It  waa,'  aays  Dean  Stanley,  in  a  letter  of  sympathy  dated  May  last,'*!*' 
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appropriate  end  of  a  loi^  and  ns^l  career.  We  are  thankful  to  remember 
that  be  was  spared  to  witness  last  jear  the  fruit  of  his  labours  in  the  affec- 
tionate sympathy  of  all  who  have  foiUowed,  at  different  periods,  the  lengthened 
track  of  his  f aitMnl  ministry.' 

The  end  came  sadd^y  and  peacefully.  During  last  winter  Dr.  Johnston 
was  freqnently  ailing,  and  when,  in  March  last,  he  followed  to  the  tomb  the 
remains  of  his  friend  and  co-presbyter  Professor  M'Micbaei,  many  were 
struck  with  hia  altered  appearance,  though  no  one  saspected  that  the  end 
vas  so  near.  In  May  he  went  to  Edinburgh  to  attend  the  meetinga  of 
Synod,  feeling  much  betttf  than  he  had  lately  bow.  He  mingled  heartily  in 
the  fraternal  greetinga  of  odt  annual  gathering,  and  took  a  most  prominent 
part  in  its  debates,  his  speeches  on  English  Union  and  Diseetablisbment 
beiag  clear,  memorable,  and  conclusive.  While  delivering  his  speech  on  the 
latter  subject,  however,  he  became  seriously  unwell,  and  many  of  the  brethren 
aroond  endearoured  to  indnce  .him  to  cease.  With  characteristic  firmness 
and  calmness  he  persevered  to  the  close,  and  that  with  unbroken  contiuoity ; 
and  then  he  retired  to  his  temporary  lodgings  in  Hanover  Street,  which  h» 
did  uot  again  leave  alive.  It  was  his  last  public  act,  a  dying  appeal  on 
behalf  of  a  tmth  he  had  long  and  nobly  advocated — as  he  himself  said  on  bis 
death-bed,  with  all  his  wonted  humour, '  My  last  testament  at  the  Grass- 
market'  His  death  was  in  harmony  with  his  life.  He  rallied  a  little,  and 
seemed  to  be  recovering  strength ;  but  on  Saturday  the  23d  he  suffered  a 
relapse,  and  serious  f^irs  were  entertained.  On  that  day  a  friend  spoke  to 
him  of  the  project  of  death  and  of  heaven,  and  with  all  his  usual  calmness 
he  said, '  I  leave  all  things  in  the  hands  of  God.  I  am  willing  to  live,  bnt 
not  afrmd  to  die ;'  and  on  the  following  afternoon,  in  the  fnU  possession  of 
liis  faculties,  and  looking  with  the  eye  of  faith  to  the  Saviour  he  so  well 
loTed  and  had  so  long  preached,  he  fell  asleep.  In  his  death  there  was  no 
rapturous  emotion,  no  struggle,  no  harassing  fear.  Opening  his  eyes  fixedly, 
as  if  the  glorious  reahties  of  heaven  had  already  burst  on  Ms  view,  a  radiance 
of  celestial  glory  lighting  up  hij  countenance,  he  breathed  his  last.  Con- 
sidering the  man,  his  character,  disposition,  and  work,  it  was  a  singularly 
appropriate  and  blissful  end.  He  died  in  harness,  and  was  found  by  his 
Masier  at  the  post  of  dnty.  He  has  now  j<»ned  '  the  general  assembly  and 
chnrch  of  the  first-bom,  which  are  written  in  heaven.' 

On  the  following  Friday  a  large  assemblage  of  mourners  followed  his 
remains  to  the  lonely  village  churchyard,  and  laid  them  '  by  the  pleasant 
afiore,  in  the  hearing  of  the  wave,'  Very  fittingly  the  dust  of  hundreds  who 
ODce  formed  his  congregation,  and  whom  he  has  followed  to  the  tomb,  is 
buried  around,  and  the  rippling  waves  chant  his  moumfnl  requiem.  And  so 
has  passed  away,  in  the  76th  year  (rf  his  age  and  5l8t  of  his  ministry,  one  of 
the  mosUestimable  of  men,  one  of  the  best  of  pastors, '  one  of  the  Church's 
clearest,  strongest,  safest  heads.'  Death  will  remove  many  an  ornament  of 
the  ministry  ere  it  bear  away  one  held  in  more  general  respect  and  esteem, 
one  more  deservedly  beloved,  one  whom  the  whole  Church  will  reckon  more 
upright  in  character  or  more  weighty  in  counsel. 

In  the  Volnntary  and  Atonement  controversies,  Dr.  Johoston  occnpied  an 
important  position.  He  lent  valuable  aid  at  the  thne  of  the  union  of  the 
Secession  and  Relief  sections  of  our  Church ;  he  was  for  many  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Scholarship  Committee ;  was  one  of  the  ablest  defenders  of  Drs. 
Bahuer  and  Brown  when  they  were  arraigned  for  propoonding  heresy  j  pro- 
posed in  1847  the  resolations  on  national  education  which  were  accepted  by 
our  Cburrfi,  and  have  been  adopted  by  Government  smce;  was  one  of  the 
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first  memberB  of  the  XJDioD  Committee,  and  has  taken  a  part  in  bringiog  to 
its  issue  nearly  erery  qaestioD  which  has  agitated  the  Church.  For  forty 
years  he  has  been  known  as  an  earnest  advocate  of  temperance  principles, 
and  bis  lengthened  adhesion  is  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  strength  of  bia  con- 
rictions.  And  while  time,  counsel,  and  money  were  freely  given  to  forward 
the  interests  of  his  Chnrch,  no  scheme  wliich  promised  to  benefit  humanity 
pleaded  in  yain  for  his  support. 

We  have  thus  made  reference  to  the  external  incidents  in  Dr.  Johostoa's 
life.  They  are  but  the  least  part  of  that  life, — milestones  on  the  road, — and 
yet  space  prevents  our  being  more  minute.  We  might  tell  how,  possessed  of 
a  practical,  sagacious  mind,  an  nnselfish  and  generous  heart.  Dr.  Johnston 
was  one  of  the  best  of  friends,  whose  safe  and  solid  counsel  it  were  always 
wise  to  follow;  how  his  rich  hum')nr  and  qniet  geniality,  conpled  with  bis 
stores  of  varied  learmng,  made  him  one  of  the  most  pleasant  of  compaoioDS; 
how  his  fidelity  as  a  pastor  and  power  as  a  preacher  procured  him  the  title 
of  the  'model  pastor  of  Limekibs;'  and  bow  his  cool,  clear  bead,  and 
eminently  judicial  turn  of  mind,  gave  him  a  position  in  tbe  courts  of  the 
Chnrch  which  few  have  attained. 

On  this,  however,  we  caneot  now  enlarge.  The  disconrses  in  connection 
with  his  funeral  were  preached  by  hie  honoured  friends  of  many  years,  Dra. 
Peddie  and  Harper,  and  were  felt  to  be  pecniiarly  impressive  and  appropriate. 
Both  referred  in  toncbing  terms  to  Dr.  Johnston's  character  and  work, 
and  in  closing.  Professor  Harper  said  :  '  Ail  his  conduct  was  marked  by  a 
beautifui  consistency.  His  whole  life  breathed  forth  a  scriptural  simplicity, 
and  the  closing  scene  was  in  harmony  with  his  life.  Tranquil,  and  in  the 
fnll  possession  of  all  his  faculties,  be  expired  without  a  struggle. 


COX-INSBUROH,  nth  July  1874- 


IK  MEMORTAM. 

The  altar  broken  down,  its  light  gone  out ; 
Vacant  bis  pulpit,  still  his  well-kuown  voice) 
For  ns  he  cared,  when  of  a  mother's  care 
Bereft ;  no  kinder  heart  in  woman's  breast 
Oould  beat ;  no  one  more  careful  of  a  trust. 
Twas  thus  we  knew  faim  in  our  saddened  home. 
Besides  the  honours  that  bedecked  his  brow, — 
And  these  were  man;,  but  he  earned  them  all, — 
No  brighter  light  on  bis  heart's  altar  burned 
Than  love ;  aud  those  who  felt  it  knew  him  best. 
As  pastor,  where  his  like  ?  as  counsellor. 
Be  leareB  tew  peers.     We  boaat  not  when  we  say, 
His  Church  has  lost  a  guide  moat  safe  and  wise, 
One  ever  strong  and  trusted  in  debate, 
Aged  in  years  but  never  old  in  thought. 
Ere  we  were  born,  foremost  his  place  in  fight ; 
In  the  front  rank  continued  to  tiie  end. 
In  harness  all  his  life,  in  harnees  Death 
Appeared,     '  Willing  to  live,  but  not  afraid 
To  die,'  were  his  last  words.     Methinks  tt  more 
Unselfish,  braver,  kinder  heart  ne'er  passed 
The  portals  of  the  dread  Unkno 
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74v^*r        DI8COUBSE  ON  THE  DEATH  OF  DB.  CHALMERS. 
DISCOUESE  ON  THE  DEATH  OF  DB.  CHAUJEBS.- 

BT  THE  LATE  IIEV.  WILLIAM  ^KDEKSON,  L 
' I  had  /ainled  unless  I  had  belitved  to  seo  llie  goodness 
liring;-Pg.isvn.  13. 

You  vill observe,  brethren,  that  the  worda,  'I  had  f»inted,'  are  priDted  id  italics, 
iodicating  tbat  theru  is  notbiug  comspondiDg  to  them  in  the  Uebrew  original. 
Read  tbe  verse,  therefure,  wUbout  the  supplement,  and  jou  will  see  what  emotion 
there  tg  in  tbe  ezpreesion  as  it  proceeded  at  first  from  the  heart  of  the  PsalmiBt; 
'  Uoleaa  I  had  believed  to  see  the  goodness  ot  the  Lord  in  tlie  land  of  the  living ! ' 
IVe  are  left  to  supply  the  statement  of  the  affliction  which  would  bare  been  tbe 
consequence  of  hia  unbelief  in  whatever  wa;^  we  choose.  Our  tncBlatora  have 
supplied,  perhaps,  rather  weakly.  Id  another  psalm  Durid  says :  '  Untees  Thy  law 
had  been  my  delight,  I  should  have  perished  in  mine  afiliotion.'  In  both  cases, 
hoireTer,  David  was  evidently  in  a  state  of  extraordinaty  distreflsj  and  tbe  strength 
of  eipresaion  saitable  to  his  case,  though  suitable  to  the  cases,  petbapa,  of  a  rew 
deeiJy  distressed  persons  pieseDt,  might  be  regarded  extravagaDt  if  represented 
13  being  a  fit  expression  for  us  all,  so  that  the  supplement  of  our  translators,  if 
nnders^od  in  this  sense,  '  My  heart  would  have  failed  within  me  for  weariness  and 
bopelnsnees,'  may  be  regarded  as  strikiug  a  proper  medium  for  the  expression  of 
nnuiual  Christian  experience. 

'  )tj  heart  would  foil  within  me  for  wenriiiess  and  hopelessness,  uuloss  I  believed 
to  see  the  goodneffi  of  tbe  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living. '  Is  this,  I  ask,  a  suitable 
eipreesion  of  the  state  of  feeling  of  each  of  us  ?  Observe,  I  ask  not  if  it  was  the 
cipression  of  the  feelings  of  some  of  us,  months  or  years  ago,  when  they  were 
mSering  under  the  infliction  of  some  peculiarly  distressing  calamity.  If  I  referred 
to  such  a  time,  1  would  make  the  expression  much  stronger  ;  and  it  is  of  each  of 
m  aa  we  are  here  at  this  present  nionent,  that  I  nsk  if  even  now  his  heart  would 
!Di>k  vitbin  him  but  for  bis  belief  that  be  will  yet  see  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in 
ihs  land  of  the  living — understanding  by  the  land  of  the  liying  the  heavenly 
lingdom.  There  are  possibly  some  present  who  are  depressed  in  spirit,  whose  case 
I  elisll  afterwards  consider  ;  but  in  tbe  first  instance,  I  ask  of  tJiose  who  feel 
oimfortahly,  what  is  the  secret  of  their  comfort  ?  Unless  it  be  tbe  hope  of  that 
bad  of  life  which  preserves  you  from  being  a  melancholy  man — if  you  are  comfort- 
able and  cheerful  without  that  hope,  I  denounce  you  as  being  a  person  of  very 
ignominious  mind.  Let  not  my  sout  be  like  yours,  if  anything  in  this  world  can 
filialj  it,  or  keep  it  from  compkining  that  its  lot  is  a  most  miserable  one.  It  is 
ihe  land  of  the  dead ;  and  who  shall  presume  to  attempt  to  satisfy  bis  soul  with 
such  an  inheritance  ?  There  are  many  more  evils  in  it  than  death ;  there  is  hunger 
and  nakedness,  and  toil  and  disease,  and  slander  and  shame,  and  disobedient 
chddren  and  treacherous  friends,  and  an  accusing  conscience  and  the  fear  of 
eternity.  But  my  ailment  is  so  strong  that  it  can  afford  to  dispense  with 
lileadiDgs  founded  on  snch  matters  as  these.  I  speak  of  death  alone,  and  proclaim 
<l>ee  aa  ignominious  man  if  thou  feelest  comfortable  in  a  land  over  which  the  King 
of  Terrors  reigns,  unless  thy  heart  be  sustained  by  the  hope  of  an  iuheritan  ce  of 
t^  other  land  where  life  and  immortality  shine.  I  might  well  proclaim  thee  a 
profane  and  wicked  man  for  it,  as  trying  to  be  comfortable  in  defiance  of  God, 
<^h(i  designs  that  tbou  sbouldst  feel  uncoii^ortable  but  for  the  hope  of  His  promised 
Ungdom,  Even  with  this,  however,  I  at  present  dispense,  and  keep  to  the  exposure 
of  thy  ignominy.  How  vulgar,  how  mean,  how  low-bom  and  low-bred,  how 
degraded  tbat  soul  most  be  which  feels  comfortable  with  no  inheritance,  eitlier  iu 
ponenion  or  prospect,  but  a  land  of  death  ! 

I.  Young  rnanl  as  first  in  order,  I  address  myself  to  you.  What  is  it  that 
^k*  yon  so  cheerful?  Perhaps  tbe  invitation  is  in  your  pocket  to  a  meeting  of 
trieods ;  and  oh,  what  feasting  and  singing,  and  dancing  and  merriment  you  are 
thinkiiig  yon  will  have  of  it  I  Is  it  this  which  excites  you  so  much,  and  makes  your 
wwiitenanoe  so  radiant  ?  Shameful  boy  !  to  be  of  a  spirit  so  mean  and  so  UtUe 
uubi^us,  when  it  is  only  such  prospects  as  these  which  sustain  thy  spirit,  and  keep 
■  PTMched  in  John  Street  Cbnrcb,  QUngov,  H>j  1347. 
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thee  from  pronouncing  on  hum&n  life  a  sentence  of  condemnation  for  its  darkneea 
and  melancholy.  HiBtake  me  not,  yonng  man.  I  find  no  fault  with  the  merry 
soDg ;  a&d  evea  the  dance  I  can  aSoid  this  day  to  tolerate.  Oh,  it  is  a  dreadful 
argument,  the  argument  of  death,  for  the  allowances  which  it  can  make  and 
nevertheless  be  BtroDg.  Are  ;ou  Bore  you  will  enjoy  that  meeting?  Does  death 
nant  you  the  small  boon  of  this  assurance  ?  Has  be  made  a  coTenant  with  you 
wat  he  will  let  yoa  alone  till  then  ?  Has  he  endoraed  that  invitation  caiM,  and 
givm  yoa  liber^  to  reply  that  you  will  attend  ?  Is  it  certain  that  he  will  spare 
him  who  has  invited  you,  that  he  may  receive  you  and  give  you  the  entertainment? 
And,  much  as  your  heart  is  set  on  pleasure,  you  surely  would  not  join  the  revelry 
were  yonr  father  or  mothOT  to  die,  or  yo«r  brother  or  sister?  How  many  chances 
there  are  that  death  will  balk  yea  of  yonr  expected  qtort !  Yon  will  take  yonr 
chance,  yon  ay.  There  a  yonr  ignominy — to  hare  a  spirit  so  mean  as  to  be 
satisfied  with  such  peradventures.  Well,  saj^ose  yea  have  nm  the  chance  and 
been  fortunate,  and  tried  and  tried  again,  and  been  fortunate  for  the  thousandth 
time,  how  little  it  will  signify  nnce  the  CBtastrophe  must  come ;  and  oh,  in  this 
eambling  work  which  you  are  makiDg  of  existence,  swindling  yonrself  out  of 
EappinesB,  when  the  fatal  throw  is  at  last  made,  and  the  die  turns  up  death,  what 
as^ekit  will  be  of  despairl  Wretched  youth!  it  is  difficult  to  determine  whether 
yon  are  more  to  be  pitied  or  scorned.  Some  other  time  I  will  speak  of  the  pity ; 
at  present  I  speak  m  the  merited  scorn — that  you  should  have  a  soul  so  dastard,  so 
easily  satisfied,  so  rude,  that  you  can  be  cheerful  and  merry  when  yet  you  have 
no  portion  but  in  this  land  of  death.  HaTtng  no  trust  that  you  wiU  see  the 
goodness  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living,  were  you  possessed  of  any  honour- 
able sendbility  of  spirit,  your  heart  would  sink  witliin  you,  compUuting  that 
humanity  was  all  a  he,  and  that  man  had  been  made  in  vain. 

II.  Men  of  middle  age  I  I  now  address  you.  I  wonder  still  more  at  you,  if  any 
of  you  can  at  any  time  be  of  a  mirthful  and  joyous  mind  so  long  as  yoa  are 
destitute  of  the  faith  of  our  text.  In  the  calculation  of  chances,  death  will  turn 
np  sooner  for  you  than  for  the  young.  Yet  a  few  throws  and  yon  must  die ;  and 
you  have  more  experience  in  the  bereavement  of  friends  that  this  is  a  land  of  death. 
As  a  son  who  has  loet  his  parents,  as  a  brother  who  has  lost  brfythor  (M"  sister,  as  a 
husband  who  has  lost  the  wife  of  his  youth,  as  a  parent  who  has  bsried  a  child, 
who  shall  dare  say  that  he  is  satisfied  with  the  world?  Yet  many  virtually  say  so; 
for  they  will  laugh  and  joke,  and  sing  merry  sougs,  and  dance  so  ^irightiy,  vhrai 
yet  of  another  land  they  have  no  expectation.  Ignoble  men  I  Are  they  not  easy 
to  please,  Christian  brethren  ?  Ignominiously  easy  I  Pleased  with  a  land  where 
death  has  devoured  their  parents,  their  Iwethren,  their  wires,  and  their  children, 
and  is  preparing  to  devour  themselves  I  Low-minded  infidel,  to  be  pleased  with 
a  burial-ground  for  your  inheritance,  and  dancing  among  the  graves  down  one  of 
which  yon  must  soon  be  precipitated  I  Is  this  that  joyous  emandpation  from 
superstition  of  which  yon  boast  when  you  affect  to  pity  the  slavea  of  Ghriatian 
faith  ?  We  can  weU  bear  your  mockery,  gentlemen  philcsopheis,  as  being  th« 
ht^wful  heirs  of  a  Land  of  Life. 

III.  If  the  young  and  mtddie-aged  who  are  mirthful  when  yet  'they  are  without 
hopes  for  etemi^  be  so  deeply  c^ianrable  for  ignominioosness  of  spirit,  what  shall 
we  say  of  a  [rfeasant,  contented  old  man  in  a  state  of  unbelief  ?  All  his  friends  and 
relatives  have  died,  and  scarcely  case  choice  remains  for  him  of  another  day  of 
life  ;  and  yet  be  b  cheerful,  and  the  ignorant  and  irreligious  wiU  speak  of  him  ss 
being  one  who  is  much  to  be  admired  and  envied.  He  is  the  deepest  disgrace  of 
our  nature.  He  is  the  most  striking  evidence  of  the  posmbility  of  man  being 
perfectly  brutalized.  Though  there  were  no  hc^  of  hia  oaaretaion,  it  would  be  a 
duty  to  ourselves,  in  the  way  of  vindicating  the  dignity  of  our  common  humanity, 
to  use  means  for  quickening  the  spirit  of  the  aged  sinner,  for  making  him  alive  to 
hit  wretchednesB,  and  rendering  him  querulous  and  dncontented  ;  for  contentment 
with  a  land  of  death  is  degrading  to  the  spirit  of  man.  How  far  fallen  must  such 
an  one  be  from  that  condition  in  which  the  Creator  originally  made  man,  inapiriiig 
him  with  n^ralty  of  heart,  and  setting  him  forth,  as  the  vicegerent  of  His  Gotuiead, 
to  have  dominion  over  the  works  of  Hk  hondB  I  Think  of  sndi  a  one  being  rednced 
BO  low  as  to  he  satisfied  with  an  inheritance  in  a  land  of  death. 
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Ever  since  den-ih.  eiiteied  into  the  world  through  the  spoatMf  d  coan,  has  it 
been  audi  a  scene  of  miserr  that  to  be  cheerful  in  the  midit  of  it,  ooleBa  insured 
trith  the  hope  of  dod'a  land  of  life,  indicated  an  ignominions  state  of  mind,  fiat, 
brethren,  we  are  on  our  trial  that  we  do  not  convict  onraelTes  of  being  mora 
ignomiiiioBB  tbau  the  men  of  uxj  age  that  has  past.  Never  did  the  aspect  of 
Bodetf  threaten  so  ominomdf  for  evu ;  nerer  did  the  world  make  ntch  niggard 
proDuse  of  happiness  to  its  Totaries.  When  yon  reflect  on  the  principles  of  com- 
motioD  wliich  are  at  work  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  want  of  i^mciple  and  wiadom 
on  the  port  of  men  in  anthority  to  oontml  them,  even  irrespectively  of  ibe 
p«phetic  burden  td  voe  contained  in  the  diiine  teirtimonT,  by  and  hope  if  yon 
can  fc«  a  world  trrea  of  the  common  degree  of  worldly  happiness  for  the  next 
geoeration.  But  wttatevei  may  be  the  result,  none  of  as  can  be  chargeable  with 
too  nmch  haste  in  making  himself  sore  of  the  kingdom  of  Qod ;  none  erf  as  can  be 
dutgeaUe  with  too  mach  tiai<«oaBtiais  about  this  world  in  secoiiDg  for  hinseU  a 
]>r^  inheritance  of  the  world  to  come. 

This  length,  brethren,  I  have  illustrated  that  no  one  can  be  wiaeiy  or  dignifiedly 
i  ccmfortable  or  happy  roan  who  has  tmly  -Uiis  world  as  an  inheritance  wiUi  which 
hie  heart  ie  occupied  ;  that  in  this  caae  fretf  nlness,  discontentment,  and  vexation  is  a 
fit  state  of  mind  for  liini  ^  and  when  some  in  their  ignorance  might  accuse  this 
(il  being  an  immoral  lesson,  I,  on  the  contrary,  maintain  that  that  man  who  is 
contentad  with  this  world  ineolts  the  Lord,  for  at  present  it  lies  nnder  His  caise, 
ind  to  be  pleased  and  delisted  witli  it  is  a  defiance  of  His  jadgmraits.  Content- 
ment is  a  principal  virtue ;  bat  not  aoch  contentment  as  some  ignominioiii  and 
abject  Bpirits  evince.  The  acceptable  contentment  is  that  «bic£  Q>ruigB  from 
belieTing  to  sea  the  goodness  of  God  in  the  living  land.  Bat  observe,  l^etliren, 
that  the  saint,  baviog  once  ginned  tliia  joyous  belief,  becomes  a  man  who  may  with 
pn)[aiety  delight  hio^elf  in  snch  pleasures  of  the  wodd  as  fall  in  his  way.  His 
inheritaDce  is  a.  heavenly  one,  aitd  any  comforts  which  are  bestowed  on  him  in  this 
world  are  something  to  the  advantage — something  ovor  and  above,  in  which  he 
may  rejoice  the  more  in  so  far  as  they  are  unexpected,  or  do  not  necessarily  enter 
into  hia  calcnlatione.  Infidel  youth !  I  did  not  aay  that  it  is  wrong  to  sing  a 
merry  song ;  I  only  mocked  at  the  idea  of  yoit  singing  it — you  who  have  nothing 
but  an  inheritance  of  death.  Go  and  weep  rather,  and  leave  Uie^ging  to  Christian 
Qen.    If  the  eong  is  a  joyful  one,  they  idtme  are  ^ititled  to  its  m^th. 

This  intioduces  us  to  the  consderation  ol  another  das.  We  have  seen  a  party 
whose  comfortabteneffi  is  their  sin  and  shaue^-for  whom  it  would  be  more  fitting, 
(31  their  own  prineijJes,  to  be  of  a  fr^iul,  mdancholy,  and  dejected  mind.  But  their 

Coiples  are  bad ;  and  we  may  not  say  of  any  one  tiiat  it  is  lawful  for  him  to 
i  a  gloomy  heart.  We  must  proclaim  it  to  be  tlie  duty  of  all  to  rejoice  ever- 
sore.  ]f  it  »  ignominious  to  be  aatiafied  vrith  this  land  of  death,  not  less  is  it 
snifnl  to  refuse  to  be  comforted  vrith  the  prospect  which  God  nnfolcb  of  his  king- 
*wi  (rf  life.  When  it  may  be  year  nervous  i^stem  which  is  physically  diseased, 
Iben  is  your  troubled  state  of  mind  yonr  infirmity  rather  than  your  sin  ;  but,  with 
this  exception,  a  comfortless  heart  is  a  sinful  hi»rt,  for  it  must  be  an  unbelieving 
wie :  it  must  doabt  if  there  be  any  such  land  as  that  living  one  where  the  good- 
ie of  God  may  be  seen,  and  suspect  that  it  is  all  the  delusion  and  fancy  of  a 
fabte.  Ah  me  I  I  fear  that  the  secret  of  the  ^eat«st  part  of  the  fretfnlneBa  and 
BCirowfnlnesB  and  discontentment  which  prevails  among  professors  lies  in^  this 
^est  kind  of  imbelief, — a  donbtfolness  whether  there  be  any  kin^om  of  God  at 
^1— a  questioning  of  the  veradty  of  this  Book,  if  not  a  questiontug  of  more — a 
^tiestiomng  if  Aere  be  any  providential  care  and  gorentment  of  the  nnivene. 
4"*^  wtthont  hope  in  God,  how  at  any  time,  bat  espedally  in  these  troublous 
•"DM,  can  men  have  quieted  and  composed  hearts  ?  Should  you  reject,  howevM-, 
the  iinpitatimi  of  an  usb^ef  so  dark  as  this,  and  plead  that  it  ia  yonr  sinfulness — 
not  only  youi  want  of  m«it,  but  yoor  positivB  ill-desert — which  makes  it  a  kind  of 
absnrdfty  to  imagine  that  God  will  ever  bestow  the  kingdom  on  one  eo  vile  as  yoa, 
le  not  this  wnbeUef  again,  and  that,  too,  of  a  very  dark  character?  Is  it  not 
olculating  without  Christ,  taking  no  account  of  Hia  cross,  and  indioatbg  a  deare 
to  establish  a,  right«OQsnesB  of  your  own  ?  You  wiU,  perhaps,  reply  that  1  quite 
■UMnderBtand  you, — that  it  ia  precisely  because  jou  fear  that  you  do  not  believe 
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in  Hiiu,  becanse  you  arc  auHpicioua  that  all  your  paH  profeesioDa  of  Him  may 
have  beeD  self-delusioti,  that  tou  quratiou  your  iuteregt  in  His  atonemeiit  and 
pnrcbasa;  that  if  you  -were  Bure  that  jou  believed  in  Him,  then  'would  you  be 
Bure  of  the  Itingdom  ;  but  that,  wanting  certwnty  on  the  first  point,  yon  are  in  a 
state  of  painful  dubiety  on,  the  second.  Brethren,  be  wamea  and  admonished. 
liiere  is  nothing  so  profitless  as  these  perplexing  inquiries,  on  which  many  expend 
their  time,  wondering  if  they  have  been  believers  in  the  time  that  is  past.  If  it 
do  not  appear  plain  after  a  little  reflection,  stop  the  inveetigation  and  say, 
'  Whatever  I  may  have  been  in  times  paat,  I  will  be  a  believer  note,'  and  fall  down 
on  your  kneCB  and  confess  the  Son  of  God.  Cry  to  Him,  '  Hy  atoning  Friend  and 
Maater,  to  Thee  I  commit  myself ; '  and  then  rise  from  thy  knees,  aaaured  that  He  ha« 
heard  thee  and  will  secure  for  thee  an  inheritance  in  Hin  Father's  kingdom- 
Christian  brethren, — '  The  land  of  the  living,  and  the  goodness  of  God  seen  and 
enjoyed  there,'— let  no  prospect  less  than  this  satisfy  us;  the  land  where  we 
ouieelves  shall  live  again  after  ne  have  died, — the  land  in  which  a  living  God  will 
show  us  His  gooduess  in  more  distinct  manifestation, — where  Bis  smile  shall  make 
it  impossible  for  us  any  more  to  doabt  onr  acceptance  with  Him,— where  He  shall 
anew  commit  lu  over  to  the  guidance  and  love  of  that  living  Saviour,  whom  we 
shall  see  face  to  face  in  His  glory, — where  He  shall  give  us  back  our  deceased 
children  and  Christian  friends,  oil  living  (and  so  beautiful  I),  without  the  fear  of 
death  ever  to  separate  us  again.  Let  nothing  less  than  this,  I  say,  satisfy  us  as 
the  object  after  which  we  aspire.  It  is  not  wrong,  it  is  our  duty,  to  seek  for 
comforts  in  thia  world,  if  they  can  be  secured  consistently  wilb  the  pursuit  of  the 
inheritance  of  the  world  to  come.  But  oh,  let  us  seek  first  that  kingdom  of  God — 
first  in  Older  of  time  as  a  subject  of  thought,  first  in  order  of  importance  as  a 
subject  of  exertion,  _/fof  in  lespcct  that  its  demands  are  first  to  be  answered,  at  the 
expense  of  whatever  neglect  of  all  things  else— yea,  first  in  respect  of  all  other 
things  being  pursued  only  as  they  have  a  tendency,  more  immediate  or  more 
remote,  to  secure  thia  grand  object.  Let  it  be  the  master-passion,  which  subdues 
all  things  to  subserve  its  own  ends.  It  is  only  thus  that  we  can  be  datiful  to  Ciod ; 
only  thus  that  we  can  be  wise  for  ourselves ;  only  thus  that  we  can  attiun  to  any 
dignity  of  character.  Otherwise  all  is  sinful,  foolish,  and  degrading, — sinful  at 
once  for  ita  disobedience  to  God's  commandment  and  despite  of  His  presence ; 
foolish  for  its  preference  of  a  land  of  death  to  a  land  of  liJFe;  and  degrading  for 
the  pahrineea  lA  the  objeota  on  which  we  expend  our  hopes  and  ex^ions,  in 
neglect  of  those  which  are  so  great  and  glorious.  Let  us  try  ourselves,  then,  of 
our  hopes.  Are  they  such  that  we  can  tell  what  they  are  to  our  friends,  saying, 
'  This  is  the  great  desire  of  our  hearts  ? '  Is  that  great  defflre  the  desire  of  a  great 
object  ?  Is  it  such  that  our  friends  will  not  condemn  or  scorn  or  pity  us  on 
account  of  ita  meanness,  but  admire  and  commend  us  on  account  of  ita  dignity? 
Tea,  let.  us  tell  ourselves  of  our  hope  in  the  retirement  of  oiu'  chambeni,  or  when 
abroad  in  the  fields,  where  no  witncsa  is  ;  let  us  be  honest  with  oiuselvea,  and 
speak  aloud  and  tell  ourselves  what  we  design  for  ourselves,  and  see  if  our  own 
selves  are  satisfied  with  the  proposed  provision :  yea,  rather  let  us  tell  God  what 
we  especially  expect  of  His  mercy  ;  and  if  we  tell  Him  tbat  we  expect  but  trifles. 
if  it  be  less  than  His  promised  kingdom,  shall  we  not  fear  lest  He  consume  us  iu 
the  midst  of  our  very  prayers  for  the  insult  offered  His  boimty  ? 

In  this  deadly  time,  brethren,  there  are  especially  two  deaths  which  have  led  me 
to  select  this  at  present  as  the  subject  of  discourse-  That  which  makes  one  of 
them,  as  being  the  death  of  a  relative,*  particularly  interesting  to  myself,  is  just 
that  which  makes  it  improper  for  me  to  spe^  of  it  at  length.  AH  I  shall  say  is. 
that  it  there  were  more  who  were  personally  as  pure  iu  their  lives,  as  faithful  and 
as  affectionate  at  home,  as  just  in  their  mercantile  transactions,  aa  true  to  tlieir 
word,  as  forbearing  as  masters  and  landlords,  ae  equitable  in  the  administration  of 
justice,  as  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  all  public  trusts,  as  fearless  of  man  where 
either  toWj  or  corruption  was  to  be  resisted,  aa  reverently  afraid  of  offending  God, 
aa  submissive  to  His  will  under  affliction  of  no  ordinary  aeverity,  and  as  reliant  oa 

,  one  time  a  mfrabec  of  GUsgOW  Towu 
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the  mediation  of  ChrUt, — then  would  tbis  world  be  leas  a  scene  of  Borrow,  and  the 
kiogdom  of  bearen  be  more  amplf  replenished. 

I  feel  more  at  liberty  to  epeak  ot  Dr.  Chalmen.  How  great  reason  I  have  fcff 
felicitating  nijaelf,  that  though  the  circomatanoes  were  Bometimes  tempting,  in  the 
ccnne  of  the  contrOTersy  which  raged  on  the  subject  of  Church  and  State  Blliance, 
I  nerer  uttered  a  Beatiment  of  disrespect  against  his  honoured  name  which  I  have 
ihiB  da;  cause  to  regret !  And  jou  are  mj  witnesBes,  brethren,  that,  next  to  that 
of  Matthew  Henry,  the  name  of  Chalmera  has  been  that  which  this  pulpit  has  most 
delighted  to  honour.  Little  do  many  of  our  religious  youth  know  liow  mucli,  under 
God,  they  are  indebted  to  him.  When  he  first  made  his  appearance  in  GLu^ow,  it 
WA9  aa  if  an  angel  bad  visited  it.  Some  of  us  recollect  what  wa«  the  genem  state 
of  preaching  before  that  time, — Bolid  and  scriptural  and  argumentative  enou^, 
bat  cold  and  dry  and  formal,  with  little  application  to  the  everyday  life  and 
feeliugB  of  men,  and  atill  less  accommodation  to  the  advanced  literature  and  scdeace 
of  die  age.  All  this  was  rectified  by  his  sanctified  genitu ;  the  mocking  of  infi- 
delity was  quashed,  and  Christianity  lifted  up  it«  head  in  triumph,  and  with  heart 
greatly  enlarged  for  her  evangelical  enterprise.  The  students  of  theology  were  of 
all  others  those  who  profited  most  What  a  liberalizing  and  evangelizing  of  our 
views  we  underwent  I  I  speak  not  Iheologieolb/,  I  trust  many  of  us  nere  con- 
verted to  God  b^ore  that  time;  but,  pm/tationaUj/,  it  was  a  signal  regeneration. 
In  this  sense,  I  for  one  became  as  changed  a  person  as  if  I  had  been  created  anew. 
I  neither  aayjior  think  that  I  am  possessed  of  any  great  excellence,  but  what- 
ever good  is  in  roe  is  mainly  aacribable  to  the  awakening  of  my  powers  in  these 
iriemtnabh]  days.  Hundreds  of  ua  were  to  awakened,  and  the  infinence  has  been 
transmitted  to  many  hundreds  more,  tiU  all  Scotland  has  participated  in  the 
benefit. 

In  his  death  there  is  no  mystery  of  Providence ;  the  myst«ry  lies  in  those  being 
cut  down  who  have  done  hut  a  little  of  their  work.  He  had  wrought  long  and 
vronghtwell,  and  finished  his  work,  and  it  was  time  that  the  Lord  should  give  His 
teivantrest.  For  these  two  things  I  rejoice, — that  he  was  not  left  to  impair  ODr 
veneratbu  for  him  by  any  of  the  weaknesses  or  the  foolish  sayings  and  doings  of 
lenility  and  dotage,  and  that  he  died  suddenly.  A  sudden  death  to  a  well-pre- 
wed  saint  is  one  i^  the  greatest  of  mercies.  And  his  was  like  the  translation  of 
Enoch  or  Elias. 


THE  CHRISTIAN  MINISTER  A  WORKMAN. 

a  to  CampbeUfdd 

DY  THE  I!EV.  JOSEPH  LECKIE,  IBROS,  GtASOOW. 

Dear  Brother, — -You  have  come  from  a  sphere  associated  with  the  names  of  able 
uid  eloquent  men,  your  predecessors  in  oiiice,  and  you  have  proved  a  worthy 
BKwssor  to  these.  It  will  not,  therefore,  bo  eipeoted  that  1  offer  you  inatractious 
either  as  to  your  paatorol  work  or  person^  conduct ;  but  it  is  fitting  that,  as  repre- 
Huting  the  presbytery,  I  lay  befcH'e  you  some  truths  known  to  you  already,  but 

^auing  to  be  dwelt  upon  at  such  a  time  bs  this, 
t  is  better  boUi  for  you  and  me  in  this  view  to  take  a  passage  of  the  Book  which 
it  till  be  your  duty  to  eiponnd  to  your  people.  Listen  to  a  few  pregnant  words 
Addressed  by  Paul  to  Timothy:  'A  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashaoied, 
rightly  dividing  the  word  of  life.'  Yon  are  to  be  a  workman  ;  not  a  mere  Boholar 
or  thinker  or  a  dreamer,  not  an  explorer  or  specutat-ir,  but  one  who  has  found  hia 
work  and  knows  it.  Von  are  to  have  a  delight  in  work,  for  yoti  belong  to  a  Saviour 
nho  wrought  hard  and  earnestly,  and  has  left  us  this  saying,  '  I  must  work  the 
*ork  of  Him  that  sent  mo.'  Our  God  delighta  in  work.  All  creation  atteBta  it ;  and 
JesuB  said,  '  My  Father  worketli  hitherto,  and  I  work.'  We  ought  to  rejoice  that 
God  consecrates  work  by  working,  and  that  we  are  called  to  work  with  Him  in  Hia 
y^r  highest  w«rk, — that  of  bringing  souls  to  Him,  and  moulding  them  after  His 
■mage.  A  workman,  as  distinguished  from  a  drudge,  is  one  who  loves  his  work  utd 


350  THE  CHKIBnAN  KINiaTBB  A.  WOOKJiAN.      ^"^Tw?*^ 

has  u)  aim  in  it.  He  la  BoeUne  to  aoooroididi  soiuetUng,  to  aiuipe  or  finish,  or  in 
BOine  wa;  to  gain  a  result;  andTeBhoulaliare  Bteodiljbefoce  db  what  our  aim  is, 
eke  oac  exertion  will  not  deaerre  the  name  of  w<»'k.  One  nay  beat  the  air  and 
«^iaust  hintMU  in  an;  kind  of  ermnaatics,  but  he  is  not  for  this  to  be  reckoned  a 
workman.  Tbe  natore  of  work  dejiwds,  of  ooone,  on  the  nuteriaL  Onr  nwterial 
is  gWea  tu — we  have  not  to  seek  it.  It  is  the  word  of  life.  Em«9Bon  haa  aaid  ot 
the  sentences  of  Uontaigne :  '  Cnt  these  words,  and  they  would  bleed ;  they  are 
Tjacular  and  alive.'     Similar  laocnage  ^pUed  to  the  Bible  would  have  little  of 


^ure.  We  areworkerainwordstiiat  eanretecnallifetomeiL  Words  have  been 
oftm  heavily  freighted  with  thought  and  passion ;  but  Ute  words  of  the  goR>eI 
cany  God's  heart-liioii^ts,  add  salvation,  aiiil  immortal  joy.  We  may  well  wonder 
lliat  frail  wrards  shonlid  he  capable  of  inch  a  bnrdea.  You  will  notice  that  in  thia 
passage  the  stngular  is  employed ;  elsewheie  the  plural  is  uaed — tte  words  of  lif  e— 
oil  tbe  words  of  life.  The  Woid  of  life  is  me  and  nuuiifold,  and  we  reqaire  to 
keep  both  eidea  in  yiew.  If  it  is  not  ooe  word  to  us,  we  shall  not  use  it  to  mndi 
effect.  We  must  see  its  unity  if  we  are  to  wield  its  powv;  for  the  Bible  is  not  a. 
oollection  id  fine  aapngs,  but  ess»i1ially  just  one  meaage,  one  Word.  Bat  t^ 
unity  embraoee  great  variety,  and  we  never  can  be  fair  to  the  tnith  onleea  we 
remember  this,  and  resolutely  set  onnelves  to  ntter  all  the  wisda  oi  life,  though 
some  may  be  greater  favouTttee  with  ourselTes  and  oib  hearen  tlun  others.  I^e 
words  of  life  are  words  of  doctrine,  reproof,  coBsolation,  watnittg,  welcome,  per- 
anaaioD,  and  we  must  take  great  heed  not  to  neglect  anyone  aspect.  If  we  do,  we 
to  that  extent  hinder  ike  Saw  d  life.  It  is  not  easy,  let  me  aay  in  pasaiDg,  to  see 
how  any  one  can  make  sure  d  presenting  the  msny-mdednetB  of  tmtli  niiltrn  he 
goes  regnlaily  and  contiTMioasly  tlin»^  some  bo<^  of  Sedptorc.  Bat  I  nuMii  not 
forget  that  Uie  word  of  life  lias  another  and  higher  meaning  tiian  it  has  in  tW 
passage.  Joiiu  speaks  Ihns :  '  That  whidi  we  have  seen  and  heard  and  onr  hands 
bare  handled  of  the  Word  of  Life.'  This  is  G>e  Etental  Word.  '  In  Him  w«s  li^, 
and  the  life  was  the  tight  of  men.'  Jesos  Chridi  the  Etem^  W<»!d,  the  BMiroe  of 
life,  is  our  theme ;  and  it  is  only  as  the  written  word  brings  Him  to  tJie  soul  Hmt  h 
gives  life.  It  is  only  as  we  see  the  Eternal  Word  to  be  ^  tlieme  of  liie  Bible  that 
it  is  to  ns  one  word.  If  the  Bible  is  iost  one  word,  tk»t  word  is  Christ.  The  lela- 
iaon  betwewi  'Uia  Eternal  Word  and  the  written  word  is  a  d^igfatful  and  -fartile 
theme,  and  will  bring  life  to  ua  and  onr  hearers. 

How  to  prove  in  reference  to  the  word  of  life  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  he 
ashamed,  is  for  you  and  me  a  serious  question,  and  we  should  tvelcome  whatever 
light  men  and  events  can  throw  on  the  question.  If  there  is  one  thing  that  the 
recent  religions  movement  has  taught,  it  is  the  value  of  sdmple  Saipture  testimony, 
of  exploring  the  word  and  bringing  out  its  fulness.  We  have  had  a  wonderful 
proof  of  what  may  bo  done^with  a  Bible  and  a  Concordance,  without  a  syllable  (rf 
Hebrew  or  Greek,  and  with  no  rhetoric  snch  aa  the  schools  teach-  Does  it  not  come 
almost  as  something  new  to  us  that  it  is  God's  word,  God's  own  word,  and  not  oar 
thinkings  about  it  that  vrounds  and  heals?  If  onecanmilyuseaCtHioordancewell, 
it  will  be  worth  all  libraries  to  him.  It  might  be  said  in  deepest  sarioosneHS,  fie 
that  has  no  Goncordanoe,  let  him  sell  his  bocks,  Bn^ish  and  German,  and  bay  one. 
It  wiU  be  worth  onr  wMle  often  to  spend  an  hoar  in  digging  in  this  mine.  It  may 
be  to  US  and  onr  people  the  best  proof  of  the  divinity  of  the  Bible,  and  flood  as 
with  thought,  tettdemeas,  and  all  UkenesH  to  our  blessed  Ltsd.  But  everything 
-will  depend  on  bow  we  use  the  Concordance.  It  is,  after  ail,  not  a  new  tldng.  It 
has  been  used  by  mapy  with  little  resolt — shall  I  not  say,  with  sad  reeolt  1  One 
most  have  two  things  before  the  use  of  the  Concordance  can  eaae  to  ranch,  fie 
mnet  have  a  de^  feeling  that  it  is  a  word  of  life  he  is  dealing  wkh.  U  he  ranges 
as  through  dried  botanical  specimenB,  or  throngh  a  dictionary,  he  will  scaicdy  do 
good.  These  are  living  words,  which  have  the  power,  taken  into  the  soul,  to  geawate 
and  sustain  life  to  God,  life  for  eternity.  This  must  be  ibe  alwiiDg,  the  ds(9, 
strong  oonviction,  and  then  sewch  among  them  wiU  enrich  -and  olotlie  with  a  very 
mystery  of  power.  One  mnst  also  have  a  thread  of  thought  to  hang  Hie  wMds  on. 
Their  eSectiT^ese  will  depend  on  the  star^igth  and  teuaon  of  toe  thsend.  It  b 
mei^yto  misrepresent  the  Word  if  one  goes  on  adding  pnwsge  to  passage  lytiw  tie 
of  sound.    It  were  far  better  to  read  to  the  people  a  tmapter  of  the  BiUe  where  the 
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words  an  in  their  origin*!  uiupoiled  eooiiactioa.  And  this  thread  of  thought 
reqairea  to  hmve  a  thread  of  feuing  mtertvined  with  it, — not  attached  U>  it,  but 
-twined  through  it,  Borelj  words  of  hie  should  put  feieling  into  the  thread  of 
thoaght  thst  Dnit«i  them,  and  titaa  make  even  the  Uiread  a  Uring  thing.  Words  of 
life  on  a  thread  of  idea  that  is  aUre  with  their  \Ue,  tioM  is  certain!;  the  Deet  kind  of 
preaching-  If  the  thread  is  liTing,  it  does  not  need  to  be  ve^  strong ;  it  may  be 
fileader  as  a  spider's,  if  only  it  be  Omad.  MoltitudM  of  Bonis  may  be  drawn  to 
Christ,  and  drawn  on  thrangh  this  world  to  heaTen  by  a  Tery  thin  tiiread  of  thought 
that  is  all  life.  But  we  ^oold  never  make  the  thraad  slender  when  we  can  help 
it.  Strmg  thinking,  let  people  say  what  they  will,  is  a  good  thing.  Worda  of 
Ufa  are  far  better  strung  on  a  strong  well-tmsted  thread.  It  suits  tbem  better, 
for  they  are  weighty  words.  It  ia  the  hmgden  of  the  wwd  of  the  Lord  who 
made  heaven  and  earth  and  formed  the  spirit  of  man.  Let  os  not  lose  our  confi- 
dence in  thou^t.  Witii  our  rererence  for  the  word  of  life  in  ibs  simplieil;,  let  there 
nerffr  mingle  one  grain  of  morbtdneaa.  Let  us,  as  we  love  God  and  man, — let  as 
for  Christ's  sake,  hate  sickluMas  and  fecUeness.  Onr  bnainesa  is  to  itcing  the  words 
ot  life  on  the  strongest  UTing  Uirad  we  can. 

Another  dement  tiiat  hae  been  amply  attested  of  late  is  directness, — addneeaing 
men,  speaking  to  tJtem,  talking  to  them,  not  meiely  diBconraiug  in  their  preeenee. 
We  are  often  too  literary — not  often  too  thoughtful,  bnttoo  literary  and  academioa], 
too  like  a  book,  too  intent  oo  baring  balanced  sentences.  Instead  of  qteaking  to 
the  people  as  if  we  KaHj  wanted  to  enlighten  every  one  just  there  and  then,  and 
to  convince,  pereoade,  and  stimulate  every  one  joat  there  and  then,  we  get  too 
much  into  the  way  of  thinking  of  defened  reaolts.  We  make  too  much  of  what 
Scdomon  aays  aboot  finding  i^er  many  days.  We  forget  that  generally  the  beat 
way  to  find  after  Tsany  daya  is  to  seek  and  expect  this  day  and  to-moirow.  We 
almost  wonder  at  the  eonverBi<ai  of  a  soul  from  our  labours.  It  takes  ODraelvee  by 
anntrtse  as  much  as  anybody.  AU  tiiia  would  be  changed  if  matters  were  ri^t 
wtth  us.  We  shoold  preach  in  expectation  of  reaolta,  and  be  diaappointad  and 
grieved  vithoat  them. 

He  whole  matter  of  adi^tation  to  the  time  in  iritieh  we  lira  eomaa  np  in  this 
ctmnection.  TberearefewthingstfaatreqiiirexioreconiiderationthaiithiBqnestion 
of  adaptation  to  OUT  own  day.  It  might  appear  as  if  it  would  be  an  earthing,  and 
that  one  who  had  a  real  hold  of  the  old  tnitD,  and  vaa  also  a  man  of  hia  own  time, 
would  natnraUy  make  tiie  two  meet.  But  it  really  is  not  so.  We  all  inhmt  modes 
that  keep  as  from  ef^tivraees.  Wearenotei|)anBive«>ongii,aaddanotoomeiuto 
posaeasion  of  onraelvee.  Oar  ednoation,  widi  all  ita  eKoelteneea,  oftm  keepa  ns  in, 
and  enervatea  iaatead  of  bringing  tb  oat  into  healthy  teU •ceUance ;  and  the  reaolt  is, 
that  we  oftem  think  of  form  and  neatness  and  polish,  wbm  we  ahoold  be  thinking 
of  Btibstanca  and  force.  Every  channel  of  human  action  ia  ^it  to  be  choked  by 
usages,  and  the  pidpit  not  least.  Tbevery  feeling  of  aaoredneM  b^ete  an  iadis- 
criminate  regard  for  authenticated  ways  of  procedure.  Religion  as  a  part  of  homon 
life,  while  in  some  respects  even  revohitioDaFy,  tokls  to  atemp  with  permanence 
all  in  its  own  inmnediate  sphere  of  wosda  and  innna.  Ith«UowB,atmo«tiniBiOTtaliaak 
details  wind)  ought  to  ohimge  with  tim&  Evok  tJM  tonea  ^  voice  become  caiu»iicai 
and  anthmiied.  The  veiy  cobwebs  of  the  dmicb  are  not  to  be  radely  disturbed. 
Ilie  effect  of  all  ^lis  is  freeong ;  and,  wont  of  all,  unreality  Hupervenes.  We  owe 
much  in  this  regard  to  the  brave  and  genial  Williant  Andencm.  He  did  a  great 
deal  to  emancipate  us.  Spui^ecm  and  Beecher  and  Talmage  are  making  us  their 
debtors  in  the  same  way.  They,  at  least,  are  Bot  afraid,  hat  speak  Nit  what  they 
have  to  say.  By  classnig  tiiese  three  together,  you  will  see  that  .the  reference  I 
intend  is  more  to  what  ^y  have  in  common  than  to  the  things  in  which  they 
differ.  It  is  a  pity  that  3pnrgeon  is  at  linies  so  extreme  as  to  provoke  and  repel 
rather  than  convince.  I  am  sore  that  Beecher  wonld  have  ten  times  the  power  he 
has  'i  be  had  ten  timee  more  gospel,  and  ^oke  freely  and  hmrtily  about  tbe  Uood 
of  Christ ;  and  that  Trimage  weald  be  far  better  witbout  his  extravagance  and 
finwcske.  But  the  -tene,  homdy,  fierrid  evangeiiBn  of  Sptn^eon ;  the  masculine 
grasp,  philoBo^c  inaght,  iatense  praeticalneaa  ol  Beedier ;  the  laeiness,  patboe, 
exuboant  httmanneas  df  Talmage, — are  things  to  be  thankfid  fee,  thmtfa  not  to  be 
Erectly  imitated,  hot  pondered  by  us.    They  afford  ns  hints  as  to  adaptation  to 
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our  time,  find  all  the  more  that  Ae  senatms  of  all  three  are  erety  week  in  the 
haQdB  of  m&Qy,  ia  some  congregationa  I  might  Bay  moet,  of  our  hearen,  and  are 
therefore  not  dowlj  but  rapidly  moulding  their  tHstes.  It  makea  it  peculiarly 
difficntt  to  preach  when  people  are  always  reading  the  sermons  of  sach  outeUud- 
ing  meu.  There  may  be  eome  danger,  in  trying  to  arrest;  the  attestion  of  an  age 
like  this,  of  ^ling  into  sensationalism, — some,  hut  very  little.  Where  are  tbe 
seiisational  or  eicitjng  preachers  among  ns?  Able,  earnest,  eloquent  men,  we 
have  not  a  few  ;  but  nobody  is  too  eidtiag.  People  are  not  being  undaly 
startled.  Oar  danger  still  ia  in  the  direction  of  smooth  tiling — excessively  siuooili 
things — that  cannot  stick,  and  respectable  preaching,  which  people  approve  greatly, 
and  f<»'get. 

There  ia  one  feature  that  haE  come  ont  much  of  late,  and  which  is  peculiarly 
identified  with  sensational  preaching:  incidents  from  hiuuan  life — anecdotei. 
This  is  certainly  quite  a  legitimate  line.  There  can  be  no  reason  why  facte 
from  nature  should  be  taken  as  ilhistrations,  and  facta  from  human  life  ignored. 
The  averaon  that  some  have  to  these  ia  indefensible  on  grounds  of  reason.  A 
concrete  bit  of  liuman  experience,  a  little  crumb  of  the  vast  DiasB  of  man's  real 
life,  may,  by  its  simpk  reality  or  its  pathos,  have  a  great  and  lasting  effect,  oad 
may,  besides,  unfold  wide  meanings.  It  ia  a  pity,  from  any  ootiona  of  dignity  or 
intellect,  to  stand  apart  from  all  this  possibility  of  influence.  There  may  be  some 
to  whom  it  would  be  a  wholesome  exercise  in  humility  to  stoop  to  an  anecdote  at 
times.  If  one  finds  a  really  good  iUnsb^on  from  life,  he  should  rejoice  over  it, 
and  make  haste  to  use  it  before  it  escapes  him  ;  and  the  more  any  one  tentls  le 
discuss  principles  and  explore  ideas,  the  more  should  he  welcome  these  bits  of  the 
actual  as  a  counterbalance  and  aid  to  his  abatractness.  A  piece  of  genuine  concrete 
embedded  in  the  abstract  is  like  a  star  flashing  out  on  the  bosom  of  space.  But 
everybody  knows  that  there  ia  not  anything  that  more  readily  slides  into  abuse 
than  this  of  story-telling.  It  is  such  a  cheap  way  of  evoking  interest,  that  some 
are  prone  to  run  to  it  and  drag  in  the  old  favourites  whenever  other  matter  faila. 
Can  anything  be  worae?  If  the  main  interest  of  the  discourse  lies  in  iteanecdotee, 
and  it  becomes  quite  apparent  even  to  those  who  don't  see  much  that  the  thiu^ 
would  be  a  sort  of  nonentity  without  them,  then  the  preacher  degenerates  into  a 
story-teller,  and  bis  discourse  into  an  entertaiDment  more  or  less  pious.  One 
would  almost  say  that  even  the  dullest  commonplace  or  mechanical  plodding 
sentence-making  woald  have  a  better  chance  of  doing  good  now  and  again.  It  is 
seriously  averred  that  the  pnblic  taste  is  getting  depraved  just  in  this  matter  of 
anecdoteSj  and  that  to  tell  moving  or  harrowing  stories  is  fast  becoming  die  vay 
to  the  height  of  popularity.  This  moat  be  mistake  or  gross  exiaggeiAtioB.  It 
would  be  a  terrible  aymptom.  An  awful  guilt  must  rest  on  the  man  who  lends 
himself  to  such  a  thing  as  this.  Verily  he  is  a  workman  that  will  oaa  day  be 
ashamed ,-  for  what  he  works  in  is  something  wholly  different  from  the  word  of 
life. 

There  is  one  feature  of  adaptation  to  the  time,  which  ia  ho  imperative,  that  1 
cannot  omit  it.  There  never  was  a  period  when  the  injunction  of  Paul  to  Timothy, 
'  Give  attention  to  reading,'  was  bo  mnob  needed.  Ol  late  years  a  great  change 
has  taken  place  in  the  arowol  of  sceptical  opinions.  Formerly  they  were  foond 
only  in  books  which  were  virtually  proecnbed,  and  which  were  circulated  with 
extreme  secrecy ;  now  they  are  openly  presented,  and  argued  with  eloquence  that 
is  sometimes  impassioned,  in  Ikjoxs  that  are  sure  to  be  in  all  book  clubs,  from 
Mudie's  downwards.  <!)penly  infidel  articles  find  themselves  iu  Magazines  and 
Reviews ;  and  the  worst  parts  of  them  are  sometimes  thrust  before  yo\i  in  the  daily 
newspaper,  and  of  course  before  schoolboys,  and  all  grades  of  age  and  experience 
above  them.  A  curious  portent  has  appeared, — a  man  who  speaks  of  God  as  a  stream 
of  tendency,  and  is  at  the  same  time  zealous  for  tlie  EBtftbliahed  Church ;  the 
preacher  of  sweetness  and  light,  but  with  genuine  bitterness  and  contempt  fcr 
evangelical  dissent.  A  minister  must  read  t^esa  things, — absolutely  muBt,  tor  his 
people  read  them.  This  will  of  course  imply  much  reading  in  the  oppodte  direc- 
tion. We  dare  not  allow  men  to  be  strangled  by  doubt  wit^nt  doing  our  best  to 
release  them.  Ourselves  as  OBSured  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  as  we  are  of  our  own 
existence,  we  may  be  scarcrfy  able  to  realise  tie  peril  to  which  our  hearers  are 
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coDBtantlf  exposed ;  but  we  cannot  ebake  ofF  the  obligation  to  enter  into  their 
circumstanceB  and  help  them.  We  aball  nerer  do  this  to  any  extent  unless  we 
take  care  to  purge  our  ze»l  from  all  heat  and  denunciation,  and  a  certain  official 
aMamptioR.  We  are  apt  to  be  betrayed  ioto  these  from  verj  mingled  motives. 
Does  it  not  sometimeB  seem  aa  if  we  tried  to  prove  our  loyalty  to  truth  by  strong 
Torda?  Now,  if  we  really  want  to  conTince  men,  this  is  not  the  way  to  take. 
Weahalldeny  ouiselres  and  cultifat«  measured  langu^e;  not,  iudeed,  abjuring 
oar  rigbt  to  place  absurdities  in  their  own  atmosphere,  but  taking  care  to  make  it 
felt  that  we  hate  or  scorn  no  man.  '  In  meekness  instructing  those  that  oppose,  if 
God,  peradveuture,  will  giro  them  repentauce  t^j  the  acknowledging  of  the  truth.' 
Along  with  this,  we  must  keep  up  wiUi  the  general  march  of  literature ;  for  we  must 
be  men  cit  our  time,  knowing  the  thouBhts  tlrnt  are  stirring  in  men's  minds,  and 
able  to  avail  ounelTes  of  the  stores  of  iJluBtrBtion  which  modem  science  has  placed 
within  our  reach.  It  is  the  want  of  the  intellectual  nourisbment  to  bo  got  from 
reading  that  makes  some  ministers  grow  jejune,  and  fall  from  the  vigour  of  their 
euly  promise.  People  couiptain  tliat  their  minister  does  not  produce  the  kind  of 
senoons  he  once  did,  and  infer  tJiat  be  has  grown  remiss,  and  no  longer  studies  as 
tie  was  "Koai ;  when  the  likelihood  is  that  he  is  consdeutious  and  diligent,  working 
bard  at  liis  desk  to  complete  his  two  sermons.  But  his  ovin  mind  is  not  fertilized 
igd  braced  by  reading,  and  be  holds  on,  painfully  writing  himself  out ;  and  if  be 
imn  of  grumbling,  he  more  painfully  proceeds  to  write  himself  still  further  out. 
It  JB  not  more  diligence  he  needs,  but  more  liberal  iutellectual  fare,  and  possibly  an 
eotire  change  in  the  direction  of  his  reading.  Where  the  time  is  to  be  fonnd  for 
all  tidSf  with  tw-o  sermons  a  week  to  prepare,  and  a  multitude  of  other  things  to  do. 
ig  a  qneetioa  that  I  am  not  able  to  answer  for  you.  Every  one  needs  to  answer  it 
lor  himself.  Done  in  some  good  sort  the  thing  requires  to  be.  We  simfdy  must 
^■ive  Attention  to  reading  if  we  are  t«  be  faithful  to  Christ. 

I  close  with  anotier  word  of  tie  apostle's  to  Timothy ;  '  A  vessel  meet  for  the 
Kaster'e  use.'  It  is  by  being  used  by  the  Master  that  you  will  be  efficient.  It  is 
by  thinking  of  one's  self  as  a  tool  in  the  bands  of  the  Great  Worker,  and  glorying 
in  being  His  tool,  that  we  can  be  workerH.  To  use  ourselves  vigorously  is  a  poor 
llimg  compared  to  being  used  by  Him.  We  never  are  able  to  employ  ourselves 
thorongbly,  ail  d  bring  out  what  is  in  us.  It  is  only  when  He  takes  us  in  hand, 
uid  >rorks  by  ns,  that  our  work  is  worth  anything.  And  if  we  want  Him  to  use 
DS,  we  must  hold  ourselves  near  Him,  and  keep  oureelvea  meet  in  heart  and  Ufe  for 
Kb  Me.  Meet  for  His  use !  Truly  a  word  of  great  strength  and  joy — a  word  to 
btiDg  from  us  all  teaxs  of  sorrow — to  raise  cries  of  high  aspiratioa  and  songs  of 
irinrnphl 


WAS  THE  LORD'S  SDPPEB  INSTITUTED  WITH  WINE  ?  * 

BT  THE  REV.  ALEXANDER  UAIR,  U.A.,  MORNIHQSIDE. 

It  is  Sot  OUT  object,  in  the  present  short  article,  to  enter  into  a  general  discussion 
of  the  Bo-caUed  '  Communion  Wine  Question.'  We  mean  to  direct  our  attention 
udoetvely  to  one  special  department  of  tbe'qneetion,  viz.:  What  was  the  liquid 
used  m  the  Jewish  Passover  in  the  days  of  our  Lord,  and  therefore,  in  all  human 
probability,  at  the  ori^nal  institution  of  the  Supper — was  it  wine,  or  was  it 
merely  grape-juice? 

We  must  carefully  bear  in  mind  that  the  point  before  us  is  one  which  cannot  be 
(determined  by  mere  h  priori  reasoning.  It  is  an  historic  question,  uid  Uierefore 
•an  be  determined  only  by  facta.  It  is  not  what  we  might  wish  to  be  tbe  case,  nor 
wbit  we  may  infer  in  the  nineteenth  contury,  nor  what  may  be  tbe  practice  of  a 
portion  of  the  Jews  at  the  present  day,  but  what  is  tbe  clear  testimony  of  antiquity 
in  regard  to  the  matter.  The  evidence,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  discover, 
lies  entirely  on  one  side,  and  points  to  the  undoubted  conclusion  that  the  liquid 

'  This  (abject  is  at  presatit  eidting'  conslilerable  interest,  and  is  one  la  reterenco  to  whieh 
tiigre  \x  dittereuce  of  opinion  even  among  (hose  who  are  practically  agreed.  It  is  one  which 
"^y  be  aUiaglf  diacuBsed  in  our  pecea,  whan,  oa  in  the  present  iiutance^  it  is  done  in  k 
"" '""  "    "  '     '  hind,— En. 
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naed  at  the  Paesorer  bj  the  ancient  Jews  was  wine  ;  tbat  our  Lord  iaatitnted  tlie 
Sapper  in  wine  ;  and  th&t  this  has  been  the  oniTetsal  belief  of  the  Church  down  to 
titepreBent  age. 

We  stop  for  a  moment  here  to  Btat«  the  a^nmcnt  as  it  is  presented  on  the  otiiCT 
ade.  V/e  take  our  statement  from  a  pamphlet  which  was  drcnlated  at  uumj-  of 
the  ohoTch  dooTB  in  Edinburgh  a  few  Sabbatba  ago,  not  becanse  it  is  either  better 
or-tmtK  than  might  be  fomtd  in  other qoart^ss,  but  beoaose  it  ia  clear,  and  because 
Hie  node  in  whicb  it  waa  circnUted  seems  to  pat  forth  a  special  claim.  '  Ab- 
Stainvs  beliere  that  our  Savioor  instxtated  the  ordinance  ol  the  Lord's  Supper 
with  "  tiie  trait  of  the  nne,"  which  has  not  been  /ennenUd;  and  they  rest  uiis 
trillion  (1)  on  the  fact,  whiclt  none  can  question,  ituA  during  the  PoBaorer,  cv 
feast  of  mueayened  bread,  or,  as  enne  tran^te  the  term,  of  mifermented  things, 
every  learened  or  fermented  thing  was  prohibited  not  only  to  he  eaten  by,  but  evai 
to  he  KHhin  Ote  houst  of  the  Jew  (Ex.  zii.  19,  20) ;  (2)  on  tiie  further  fact,  which 
is  equally  indisputable,  that  the  Supper  was  institoted  during  the  seven  d»jB  of 
the  Passover  fMst,  or  feast  of  unleaTened  l^ead,  or  unleaTened  things  (Hatt  zzri. 
17,  16,  26,  29),  when,  as  has  been  ravred,  it  was  impoisibte  that  anything  leavened 
or  fermented  ooold  be  within  the  house  of  a  Jew ;  (3)  and  then  they  r^er  to  the 
saying  of  the  Savioar  Himself — "  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  destroy  the  l&w  or  t^ 
prophets:  1  am  not  come  to  destroy,  but  to  fulfil"  (Matt  y.  17)  ;  (4)  and  t^nce 
tii^  argue  thatthelastPassoremhichJceus  ate  with  HisdiscipkB,aDd  at  which  He 
instituted  tike  saciameut  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  was,  and  moat  oi  necessity  have  been, 
in  strict  accordance  with  tiie  diyine  law  as  laid  down  by  Moses,  evea  to  t^  most 
minute  particular ;  (5)  and  that  c<Hisequ«itly  nothing  leavened  or  fomented  could 
haye  formed  port  of  the  Passover  feast,  or  even  tuve  beea  withiu  tlie  hoooe  in 
whidi  Jesoi  wse  eating  the  Passover  with  His  discipleB ;  (6)  and  that  therefore 
Jceus  must  of  necessity  have  instituted  the  Snpper  in  a  fruit  of  the  vine  which  was  . 
twleaveoed,  i.e.  unfermented  (Matt.  zxvi.  S9 ;  Mark  xiv.  S5 ;  Luke  zxii.  18).'  That 
is,  the  argument  is  briefly  this  : — No  leaven  was  allowed  at  the  Passover  by  the 
Mosaic  law ;  wine  is  leay^ied  or  fermented  (which  is  the  same  thing)  ;  therafoie 
no  wine  can  have  been  allowed  at  the  PasHOver :  and  therefore  our  Lord  oumot 
have  instituted  the  Supper  in  wine,  but  in  unfermented  grvpe-juioe. 

Before  proceeding  todeal  wHh  the  facta  <rf  f^e  case  as  bearii^  on  tli  „  ... 
we  would  call  attentum.  for  a  moment  to  (4),  in  whi<di  it  is  stated  that  onr 
Lord  most  han  held  tiie  Passoret  as  laid  down  by  the  Momk  law,  '  evm  to  the 
most  minute  jrarticalar.'  Every  sdioolboy  knows  at  once  that  this  is  a  gromidleBa 
statement.  We  have  the  Mosaic  institution  of  the  FassoyeT  in  Ex.  xii.,  Dent.  zvL, 
etc.,  and  the  slightest  reflection  will  show  that  our  Lord  diverged  from  it  in  not  a 
few  particulars.  The  Jews  were  to  eat  the  first  Pasover  almost  certainly  standing, 
cert^nly  with  their  loins  girded,  their  shoes  on  their  feet,  and  their  staff  in  thev 
hand  (Ex.  xiL  11)  ;  whereas  onr  Lord  and  Hie  disdples  ate  it,  like  the  later  Jews, 
reclining  (Matt.  xzri.  20,  Greek).  Oar  Lord  and  ms  disciples  sang  a  hynm  which 
is  almost  certain  to  have  been  a  portion  of  the  Hallel  (Pa.  cziii.  to  cxviiL).  We 
search  in  vain  loi  any  hint  about  sin^g  in  the  original  Passover ;  and,  indeed, 
theeepsalms  were  not  written  for  centorieeafttf.  Our  Ltcd  and  His  £acipilee  drank 
oertun  cups  (of  wine,  as  we  beUeve),  while  we  search  in  vain  for  anyUdag  Vke 
tiiis  at  the  original  institution.  And  cnee  more :  at  tiie  original  Fassoveo'  the 
eelebtante  were  forbidden  to  go  out  of  the  door  until  tiae  morning  (Ex.  xiL  Si), 
while  our  Lord  and  His  disci^es  went  out  that  same  night  to  the  gaidoi  of  Ged>- 
semane,  where  He  was  betrayed.  Nothing  can  be  plram  than  me  fact  l^&t  our 
Lord  did  not  hold  the  Fassov^  ss  laid  down  in  the  Mosaic  law  '  even  to  the  moat 
minute  particular;'  and  surely  this  should  teach  us  to  be  cautJous  in  our  leaeMii^ 

But  we  hasten  to  pass  on  to  the  main  point  beft^e  th  ;  and  here  we  take  it  m 
granted  that  in  Holy  Scriptnre  wine  means  wine — in  other  words,  the  fomented 
joice  of  the  grape.  This  is  the  universal  belief  of  ccmtinental  acholars,  the  all  hut 
universal  belief  of  British  and  even  American  scholara,  abstaintn  and  uon-abatamen 
alike.  As  a  few  texts  which  the  reader  may  turn  up  at  his  leisure,  we  m^  ider 
te  the  following :— Oen.  iz.  21 ;  1  Sam.  L  14,  xxv.  36,  37  ;  Prov.  xx.  I ;  Isa.  irii. 
9  ;  Jer.  xriii  9  •  Kvk,  v.  18,  etij.  The  Bible  makes  no  iriertio"  of  an  niifwmented 
wine,  neither  do  the  audent  Jewish  anthon  n<»'  the  Ohriadan  Fatbera,  so  fv  m 
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we  have  beea  able  to  diBcorer ;  and  the  testimoiij  of  men  thoroughly  acqnaiittod 
wiUi  tiie  East  BobetantiBteB  tbU  statement.  To  quote  only  one  ioBtance  out  of 
ifuu^.  Dr.  Eli  Snuth,  the  coadjcit<»  of  the  well'biown  Dr.  Robinsrai,  and  for 
man;  yeaiB  a  misaioaaiy  m  the  East,  testifies  to  the  foUoving  effect : — '  Uointoxi- 
luting  iriueB  I  hare  not  been  able  to  hear  of ;  al)  wines,  the  iohabitanta  Baj, 
wili  intoiicate  more  or  leoL  So  in  i^ard  to  fermentation,  vhen  inquiriag  if 
there  exieta  Bach  a  thing  as  itofennented  wine,  I  have  been  naifonnlf  met  ^  a 
stare  of  Buiprise.  The  ta7  idea  seems  to  be  r^aided  as  an  aheorditj.'  *  Dr- 
Smibh,  ve  faetiere,  was  an  abstainer. 

The  main  argoment  by  which  an  attempt  is  made  to  pcom  that  oar  Lord  med 
mere  grape- jidee  at  the  Fasaover  and  Snpper  is  one  of  an  a  priori  kind.  Leaven 
WIS  fMbidden  ;  but  leaven  and  ferment  are  the  same  thing :  thffl«f ore  fermented 
vine  must  have  been  foibiddan.  Bnt  this  argument  is  totj^  imwananted.  It  is 
[diin,  from  Ex.  xii.,  Det^  ttL,  etc.,  that  it  waa  leaven  in  ihe  nsnal  and  restricted 


ie  of  the  term  that  was  fcsbidden.    This  appears  still  taata  deaiiy  when  w 
tODplate  the  reaam  why.    It  was  to  remind  the  Jews  erf  tibe  haste  in  which  tbev 
left  £gfpt,  before  their  bread  could  be  leavened,  and  it  is  diatinetly  called  the  '  bread 


I '  (Ex.  xiL  S4;  Deal  xvi.  S)-  Aocordinglf,  inalltranalatioiHof  theBiUe 
it  is  nndoratood  of  bread,  and  was  so  understood  t^  the  Jews.  The  word  appBed 
invuiablf  to  it  ia  eat,  uid  never  drint ;  and  it  ia  never  once  mentkned  in  con- 
cectiwi  with  wine.  If  wine  wvre  actuallr  exdoded  like  leaven,  is  it  not  aiugiilar 
that,  thoi^h  so  often  mentioned  in  tiie  Bible,  it  ie  not  mentioned  in  the  instruc- 
tions  cmceniiitg  the  Paaaovor  ?  la  it  not  singular  that  we  never  read  of  the  Jews 
rmioving  the  wine,  though  we  lead  of  them  rwuoving  the  leaven  at  the  Faasover  ? 
li  «e  might  pwiB  for  a  moment  outside  of  Old  Teatammit  times,  we  would  &ay  that 
at  the  time  of  oir  Lord,  aa  ^^ears  fiom  the  Hiahna,  the  leaven  forbidden  was 
only  the  ieavea  of  these  £ve  kinda  of  grain,  viz.  wheat,  barley,  spelt,  oats,  and  rye. 
Tba  was  certainly  how  it  was  nnd^Uood  by  the  Jewa  of  the  middle  agea ;  uid 
thor  greatest  Babinis  dedare  that  snbetancea  cconpoeed  of  these  grains  alone  were 
tonaidend  as  coming  within  the  Uw  of  leaven.t 

But  we  think  we  have  alao  dear  gnnmd  in  the  Old  Testament  for  regarding 
leaven  and  wine  as  standing  in  entirely  different  categories.  We  infer  thia  from 
tlte  fact  that  in  numy  eases  where  leavened  bread  vras  prohibited,  wine  was 
pontJvely  oomnumded.  Leaven  wbh  absolutelj  prohibited  aa  a  part  of  any  barnt- 
offering:  'Ye  riiallfaiimno  leaven  in  any  offering  of  the  Lord  made  byfiK'  (Lev. 
ii.  11) ;  while  in  many  auch  offerings  wine  was  positively  comiuanded.  As 
examples,  we  see  in.Num.  xv.  that  the  bnmt-oSonng  was  to  be  accompanied  l^  a 
fonrth  (v.  6),  a  thiid  (v.  7),  or  a  halt  hin  of  wine  (v.  10)  aa  a  drink-offering. 
Hiat  was  a  case  where  leaTOt  was  prohibited,  and  yet  wine  was  commanded.  As 
1  still  more  ixntrnctive  case,  we  may  take  the  daily  morning  and  evening  sacrifices. 
In  tJiCBB  no  leavsn  was  to  be  naed ;  bnt  a  foorth  part  of  a  bin  of  wine  was  com- 
manded (Ex.  ixix.  38-42),  and  this  is  called  strong  win«  (ahecJiar)  in  Num. 
uviii.  7.  In  short,  we  see  that  it  was  the  daily  praetiee  to  offer  sacrifices  in  which 
leaven  was  eiduded,  and  wine  commanded.  Does  not  Wiis  show  very  concluaively 
that  leaven  and  wine  were  regarded  in  a  very  different  Ught  7  And  lest  any  one 
may  think  ttiat  tlte  wine  was  pecdhar,  perhaps  nnfermoited,  it  is  anon^  to  say 
that  it  was  wine, — the  same  wine  which  the  priests  were  forbidden  to  drink  before 
tliey  entered  tiie  tabemade  or  temple,  lest  they  might  be  unable  to  perform  tiie 
■ervices  prcn^ly  through  partial  intoxication  (Lev.  x.  9,  10). 

Bat  we  tbink  we  can  carry  the  argument  a  step  higher  still  on  this  line,  and 
Bhow  that,  whikt  kaven  was  totally  prohibited  ttuooghoot  all  Israel  daring  the 
P"*onu,  vrine  was  dai^  used  in  the  temple  service  in  even  larger  quantities  than 
usual.  During  sJl  IJae  Passover  week,  the  daily  morning  and  evening  sacrifice  was 
continued.  It  was  offered  *  day  by  day  continually '  (Ex.  xxia.  38 ;  Num.  zzviii. 
^ ;  and  there  is  not  a  hint  et  its  being  discontinued  during  the  Passover  week. 
"Kj,  it  ia  positively  stated  to  have  been  offered  daily  during  that  week  (Num. 

■  BMiaduca  Baerv  for  1S43,  p.  868. 
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xzriii.  S3).  But,  as  we  hare  seen,  at  the  morning  and  evening  sacrifices  wiae  or 
strong  wine  was  commanded  to  be  offered.  Then,  in  addition  to  these,  there  v&r 
also  extra  aacri&ces  to  be  offered  during  the  Fssaorer  week,  and  these  sacrifice 
were  commanded  to  be  offered  with  their  drink-offerings,  which,  aa  niaj  be  wtn 
br  referring  to  their  respective  heads,  consisted  of  wine  (Num.  ziviii.  16,  etc.). 
ne  see,  then,  that  while  leaven  was  absolutelj  prohibited  during  the  FsBsorer, 
wine  was  daily  used  in  the  temple  service.  Surely,  then,  we  ma;  safely  conclude 
that  leaven  and  wine  were  regarded  in  an  entirely  different  light,  and  it  is  com- 
pletely unwairaDted  to  reason,  in  any  case,  that  because  leaven  was  excluded. 
therei<»e  wine  was  also  excluded. 

But,  coming  to  the  question  as  to  what  was  the  liquid  used  at  the  Pasaover  at 
the  time  of  ow  Lord,  our  belief  is  that  it  was  wine  ;  and  so  far  as  our  investigations 
have  gone,  we  have  found  no  hints  to  the  contrary.  We  do  not  enter  into  the 
consideration  of  the  point  when  or  why  wine  was  introduced  at  the  feast,  though 
we  may  state,  in  passing,  that  according  to  the  Jenisalom  Talmud,  as  quoted  by 
Lightfoot,  it  was  '  because  a  man  mnst  cheer  up  his  wife  and  his  children  to  make 
them  rejoice  at  the  Paaover.'  *  All  that  we  ore  concerned  with  just  now  is  that  it 
was  wine.  The  main  authority  in  regard  to  this  and  similar  matt«ra  must  be  tbe 
Hishna,  or  collection  of  the  Jewish  oral  law,  which  was  reduced  to  writing  during 
the  latter  half  of  the  second  century.  Now,  in  the  Mishna  we  have  the  most 
minute  regulations  laid  down  in  regard  to  the  Paasover,  but  not  a  hint  about  wlue 
being  forbidden,  or  only  grape-juice  being  permitted.  We  find  regulations  given 
about  the  Jew  searching  hia  wine  cellar  for  leaven,  but  not  a  word  about  his 
removing  the  wine  baneU  because  the  wine  was  fermented.t  We  find  certain 
drinks  forbidden  at  the  Passover,  but  they  were  foreign,  and  made  of  grain,  and 
hence  the  possibility  of  leaven  being  in  them ;  but  there  is  not  a  hint  about  wine 
being  excluded.^  Nay,  it  is  positively  commanded  that  every  Jew  should  driok 
four  cups  of  wine  ;§  and  the  Uquid  is  habitually  and  only  called  wine.  Ceriaioly 
the  Hishna  has  not  a  hint  of  mere  grape-juice  as  the  liquid  of  the  Passover ;  and 
where  everything  is  so  minutely  laid  down,  if  ordinary  wine  were  prohibited,  it  i> 
amazing  that  it  is  not  mentioned  along  with  other  forbidden  drinks  and  articlea  of 
food. 

Whilst  the  Hishna  knows  of  noUiing  but  wine  as  used  at  the  PassoTer,  this  'a 
also  the  esse  with  its  .great  commentators,  Maimonidee  in  the  t2th,  and  Baxteuoia 
in  the  16th  century.  Maimonides  declares  that  the  leaven  referred  only  to  the 
live  kinds  of  grain  already  mentlbned,  and  Bartcnora  repeats  the  same  Ihing-B 
According  to  both  these  Rabbins,  the  juice  of  fruit  does  not  leaven — '  We  have  an 
hypothesis  that  the  juices  of  fruits  do  not  leaven'H — which  may  be  false. as  to 
fact,  but  shows  that  they  did  not  regard  them  as  coming  under  the  leaven  for- 
bidden by  the  law.  Mumonides,  so  far  as  we  can  find,  Knows  of  no  wine  birt 
fermented  wine,  '  which  is  poeseased  of  intoxicating  qualities.'  He  wsrns  os 
against  drinking  wine  newly  from  the  press,  'for  it  is  "extremely  injnrioos.""* 
Phunly  he  knows  of  nothing  at  the  Passover  but  common  wine.  We  learn  further 
from  the  Hishna  that  the  wine  was  mixed  with  water.  The  reason  given  for  this  is 
that  'it  was  very  strong,  andnotfit  to  be  drunk  without  water.' tt  In  the  Misbna,  it 
is  also  laid  down  that  one  may  drink  as  much  as  he  likes,  only  not  between  the  third 
and  fouriih  cups.^  The  reason  alleged  for  this  by  the  Rabbms  is,  becanse  wine 
taken  along  with  food  does  not  make  a  man  drunk,  while  wine  taken  after  food 
does ;  therefore  they  might  drink  as  much  during  supper  as  they  pleased.  But 
they  must  not  drink  ai^  between  the  third  and  fourth  cup,  lest '  they  might  be- 
come so  intoxicated  that  they  could  not  join  in  singing  the  Hallel.'  §§  We  might 
also  refer  to  the  well-known  fact  that  vinegar  was  employed  to  make  the  bitter 
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Kkuce  ;  and  vinegar,  to  use  a  Jewish  phrase  applied  to  it,  is  '  the  Bon  of  wine,'  and 
hns  paesed  tbrongh  fomentation.  There  is  no  gre&ter  authority  on  matters  oi  this 
kind  than  Lightfoot ;  and,  aFter  going  over  the  regulations  aa  to  the  wine  at  the 
Passover,  he  aays,  perhaps  a  little  roughly,  '  I  doubt  not  but  there  were  drunken 
heads-to  be  found  at  the  pOHchal  cups  as  well  as  at  tbe  aacramentot  eappeiB  in  the 
church  of  Corinth.'  •  With  all  theee  facts  before  ob,  and  nothing  to  the  contrary, 
it  doea  seem  to  ua  almoet  absolutely  certain  that  the  liquid  used  at  the  Poaeover 
was  ordinary  wine. 

The  next  step  in  our  a^;umeut  is  to  the  Lord's  Simper,  and  this  one  is  eaqr.  Oar 
Lord  instituted  the  Snpper  at  the  close  of  the  Paasorer.  He  took  the  cap,  the  wine- 
cup  usedat  the  Passover,  and  with  that  cup  instituted  the  Supper.  This  cap,  we  have 
joBt  seen,  consisted  of  wine,  and  therefore  He  instituted  tbe  Supper  with  wine.  It 
is  true  that  He  calls  it '  the  cup ;'  but  this  is  completely  in  accorduice  with  the  Jewish 
mode  of  speaking.'!'  He  colls  the  liquid  tbe  'fruitor  produce  of  the  vino' (Matt.  zivi. 
29,  etc.);  but  the  ez[Janation  is  plain.  Our  Lord  just  used  the  expression  which 
washabituBllynB^lbythe  Jewsin  thebleffiingon  tbe  wine.  '  The  benediction  on 
wine  is,  Blessed  art  Tliou,  0  I»rd  our  God,  King  of  the  universe,  who  creatcat 
the  fruit  ot  the  ?ine.'t  That  is,  by  the  '  trait  or  produce  of  the  vine'  the  Mishna 
means  wine  only.  To  a:^e  that  it  must  mean  grape-juice,  is  as  absurd  as  to  argue 
that  bread  must  mean  raw  grain,  because  in  tbe  corresponding  blessing  of  the 
bread  the  expression  used  was,  '  Who  makest  bread  to  grow  out  of  the  esrth.'  The 
expression  was  also  taken  by  the  eorUeet  Fathers  to  mean  wine,  just  as  it  roeana 
'Wine  in  the  Mishna.  Clement  of  Alexandria  says :  '  And  that  it  was  wine  which 
was  blessed.  He  showed  again  when  He  said  to  the  disciples,  ^'  I  shall  not  drink  of 
this  fruit  of  the  vine,  until  1  drink  it  with  you  in  tbe  kingdom  of  my  Father."'§ 
And  another  ancient  writer  with  eqnal  oleanHsa  says  that '  wine  was  used  in  the 
sacrament  of  our  redemption  when  He  said,  "  I  will  not  drink  agtun  of  this  fruit  of 
tie  vine." ']| 

Fnmi  the  time  of  our  Lord  we  con  trace  tbe  use  of  wine  in  the  SQpi>er, 
as  an  historical  fact,  down  to  the  present  day.  '  It  seems  obviotu  that  wine 
was  used  in  the  apostolic  age.  This  appears  to  be  phiinly  implied  in  1  Cor. 
xi.  20,  etc. :  '  When  ye  come  together,  therefore,  into  one  place,  this  ia  not  to 
eat  tie  Lord's  Supper.  For  in  eating  every  one  toketh  before  other  his  own 
snpper :  and  one  is  hungry,  and  another  is  rfrunten,'  etc.  We  know,  of  course, 
that  the  meaning  of  the  word  melhuo  here  has  been  challenged,  but  without 
ground.  It  means,  '  to  be  drunken  with  -Wine,  or  to  drink  on  intoxicating 
drink  beyond  the  bounds  of  moderation  ; '  and  this  meaning  is  backed  up  here  by 
the  moderate  word  used  for  '  drink'  in  the  next  verse  in  the  Greek.  Chiysoatom 
8!>ya  in  regard  to  this  verse  (23),— and  he  ia  sp«iking  about  a  word  in  his  own 
language, — '  Paul  did  not  ssy,  one  hungers  and  another  fills  himself,  but  is 
'/runten;'T  and  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  this  ia  tbe  technical  meaning 
of  tbe  word.  Surely,  then,  the  natural  supposition  here  must  be  that  it  was  wine 
and  not  grapc-juioo  which  was  used  at  the  Supper  at  Corinth.  Pasung  from  the 
first  to  the  second  century,  we  find  Justin  Martyr  (a.D.  140)  speaking  of  the  liquid 
used  at  the  Supper  as  'wine  mixed  with  water;'**  the  early  Christians  being 
HMuatomed  to  mix  water  with  the  wine,  as  the  Jews  did  at  the  Passover.  Clement  of 
Alexandria  (died  a.D.  220),  in  his  Pedagogue,  enters  at  great  length  into  the  matter 
of  drinking.  But  he  speaks  only  of  fermented  wine ;  and  this  wine  was  that, 
according  to  him,  which  our  Lord  used  at  the  Supper :  '  And  He  blessed  the  wine, 
saying,  Take,  drink ;  this  is  my  blood— the  blood  of  tbe  vine.'tt  Cyprian  of  Car- 
thage (died  A.D.  25S),  in  his  Letter  to  Ceecilius,  most  plwnly  teaches  that  it  was 
wine  which  was  used  in  the  Supper,  tbe  same  wine  which  mtoxicated  Noah.  He 
distinctly  implies  that  there  can  i>e  no  proper  communion  without  wine,  and  not  to 
have  it  is  '  contrary  to  evangelic  and  apostoho  order.'  Jt  Chrysoatom,  the  most 
illustrious  of  the  Greek  Fathers  (died  a.d.  407),  is  equally  eipiiclL     In  his  82d 
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Homilf  on  M&tthew  (xxri.  29)  he  gpeaka  of  '  certain  peraoDB  who  use  water  in  Via 
Sacrament ; '  and  thia,  in  the  previous  sentence,  he  declwea  to  be  a  wickeid  bereef, 
which  the  Loid  wished  to  poll  up  bf  the  rootg.  Then  he  oontinQefl  ;  '  In  order  to 
show  that  He  owd  wine  at  the  institutioQ  of  the  sacrameat  .  .  .  our  Lord  empkifi 
the  expreesign,  Hie  froit  of  the  Tine.'  What  Ghiysostom  meant  by  wine  is  onlf 
too  plain  irtaa  what  follows,  in  whiefa  he  goes  on  to  deDoimce  those  who  rise  fnm 
the  table  more  or  less  intoxieated.  Jerome  (died  A.D.  420),  the  most  learned 
of  the  Latin  Fatherti,  in  hia  Commentary  on  Galaliani,  v.  21,  sa^B :  '  I  follow  the 
^wstle  in  bedding  tbat  in  wioe  there  is  Inxnry ;  in  wine  th^  is  iutozicatkin. 
...  On  the  ot^er  band,  we  are  well  awaie  that  wine  was  both  consecnted 
into  the  blood  of  onr  Lord,  and  commanded  to  Timothf.  NererUideas  wine 
ean  prodaoe  intoxication  as  well  as  other  kinds  of  drink.'*  In  like  rosDnw, 
Angoatine,  the  ablest  of  tbe  Latin  Fathers  (died  a.t>.  430),  sbtb  : '  I  know  not  wbf 
FaUHtoa  alwald  think  that  our  reli^on  is  t^e  same  in  regard  to  dte  bread  and  wiut 
as  that  of  the  Uanicheane,  since  it  is  not  religion  but  aaciilega  for  tJiom  to  taste 
wine,  for  tiiejr  acknowledge  their  God  in  the  grape,  but  not  in  tbe  cop.'  And 
immediate  after  he  speaks  of  same  who  regard  the  Christians  as  '  worsnippea  of 
GeresandBaocbns,becaueeof  the  bread  and  the  cup.' t  Further,  in  a  book  pnnted 
among  tbe  woika  of  Angucridite,  we  have  tbe  following  statement ;  '  In  the  Enchaiitt 
pore  water  most  not  be  preeaited,  as  scone,  led  away  onder  a  pretence  of  Boteietf, 
enoneouBlf  do,  but  wine  mixed  with  water ;  because  wine  was  in  the  sacrament  of 
aai  Tedemption.'  t  We  need  not  earn-  the  evidence  further  down,  and  will  jiut 
finish  it  bj  saying,  tbat  except  a  small  sect  of  asceUcs  called  Aqoariana  or  water- 
drinken,  because  they  used  pure  water  at  the  Sapper,  wine  has  been  used  in  all 
ages  by  bH  the  great  branches  of  the  Catht^c  Chumi—^he  R(mian,  Gr«ek,  Coptic^ 
Annenian — fuid  the  various  great  Proteetant  Churches  of  the  world.  It  would  be 
ea^  for  us  to  close  by  quoting  extensively  from  men  of  the  highest  eminaice  in  tbe 
modem  theological  world — abstainers  as  well  as  non-abstainers — paasagea  Strang 
declaring  their  conviction  to  be  the  very  same  ae  that  at  which  we  hare  anived. 
We  prefer,  however,  to  leave  the  facts  of  which  we  have  presented  a  t^eoimen  to 
speak  for  themselves. 


THE  LATE  REV.  D.  YOUHG,  MUIBKIEK. 

Bt  appointment  of  presbytery,  the  fiev.  seen,  nor  hi£  vcuce  to  be  again  IieaTd,_B 

Mr.  MathewBon,  Galstou,  condncted  fu-  few  remarks  in  reference  to  him  will 

neial  Bervices  in  the  United  Presbyterian  be  truly  acceptable  to  one  and  all  of 

Church,  Moirkirk,  on  first  Sabbath  of  you  on  this  sorrowful  oooanon.    Hi- 

Jane.    At  the  close  of  a  sermon  veiy  Young    was  a  imtdve   of   Gatnoe,  in 

snitaUe  for  the  solemn  occasitm  which  die  parish  of  Som.    His  parents  were 

had  brought  the  congK^tion  together,  pious.  God-fearing   people,    iuheritang 

he  said : —  in   a   large   measure  the   spirit  of  tha 

'  Twenty-^ht  yeais  ago  I  presided  CoTeuanters.  In  their  eccleeiastacal  con- 
st the  Moination  of  ^our  late  petitar.  nectitm  they  belonged  to  the  Original 
That  was  a  day  of  joy  and  gladness  Seceders,  and  were  membeis  of  the 
among  the  members  of  this  congiega-  congregation  in  Auchinleck,  whtre  thac 
tion.  Since  that  time  I  have  been  often  son  Itevid  was  baptized.  David,  of 
with  you  at  communions  and  soirees,  whom  we  aie  now  to  £^>e«k,  in  early 
and  always  found  my  visite  to  Uuirkirk  life  showed  his  love  for  books  and  lean- 
aeasons  pecoliatly  pleasant  and  refresh-  ing ;  and  after  receiving  the  mdimente 
icg.  But  I  am  with  yoa  to-day  in  very  of  a  good  education  in  Catrine,  he  went 
sad^d  solemn  circumstancea.  The  lips  to  tbe  Universiiy  of  Glasgow,  where  he 
that  so  often  spake  to  yon  the  words  of  passed  through  the  various  classes  with 
laruth  and  righteoiianess  are  now  se^ed  much  success,  previous  to  his  entering 
in  death,  never  to  be  opened  till  the  upon  the  studv  of  theology.  He  be^ 
heavens  be  no  more.  And  as  the  form  his  theological  Btudics  in  the  Dirinit; 
of  jour  late  minieter  is  to  be  no  more  Hallof  theOriginalSeceders;  bat,cliang- 

•  Ses  slao  Comm.  on  Amoi,  is.  11.  f  Omlra  FatoL  lib.  zz.  o.  U. 
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ii^  his  views  ahoat  the  »ntiioTitj  of  the  yoa  could  trait,  tuaoeeAj  upright  utd 

ctril  lUE^iBtrate  in  the  affajis  of  the  stnu;htf(»irerd  in  his  oondact,  and  of 

Chnrdiibe  joined  the  SeoeaDonCbarcb,  aa  oUigin^  dintoaitioii.  Hospitable him- 

complet«d  bis  studies  onder  t^eir  pro-  self  in  a  hi^  degree,  he  det^Hsed  every- 

feooTS,  and  aboot  1S36  or  1837  was  tiuDgthatsavonredof meannessinothen. 

licensed  t«  preach  the  gospel  u  a  pro-  He  was  especiaUf  the  friend  and  sdvo- 

bationer  <d  the  Seoeesioii  C&Qrch.    Dar-  cate  of  liberty,  ciril  snd  ecclwiastdcal. 

iug  his  theological  cwriculam  he  taoght  He  could  be  bold  for  the  ttatii ;  and 

a  school  with  great  oaooeis  in  Uilngavie.  wherev^  be  saw  it  to  be  his  du^,  he 

I  met  a  gemUeaiaa  who  attend^  his  had  a  moad  coniage  tltat  impelled  him 

school  at  HilDgavie  on  my  way  to  the  forward,  no  m&ttei  what  obsMeles  lay  in 

funeral  on  Thursday,  who  told  me  that  the   way,   regardless   of    conseqaeoces. 

there  was  no  one  who  had  ever  been  His  adniirstioa  of  genuine   reformers 

under  Mr.  Young's  teaching  but  che-  and   patriota,  whethei'   in   Church   or 

TlahedfoThimthemostprofoundreapect.  State,  was  prof ouud  ;  and  I  have  often 

After  fulfilling  several  lengthened  uca-  thought,  had  he  lived  in  the  days  of 

tiona  as  a  prMcher  at  mission  stations,  bloody  persecution,  he  would  have  been 

he  was  called  to  Muiddik.    He  was  or-  a  martyr  for  conscience  sake  and  the 

dained  iu  1816.    Let  me  q>eak  of  him  truth  as  it  is  in  Jeeos.    To  aaannpany  a 

as  a  minister.    The  estimate  which  I  brother  in  the  minist^  to  Prisstaill, — 

farmed  of  liim  wss  that  he  magnified  the  scene  of  the  goiuy  John  down's 

his  office,  and,  vrithont  any  show  of  halstation  and  maityrdoni, — or  to  the 

affectation,  maintained  the   dignity  of  monument  which  marks  the  place  whn« 

the  ministerial  chacaoter  in  a  pre-emi-  Cameron  fell  in  Airamoes,  was  to  him  a 

nent  d^ree.    While  courteous  to  all,  pleassnt  pastime,  and  gave  him  real 

ha  allowed  no  one  to  approach  him  with  satiefaction.      Fosaesdng   as  he   did   a 

undue  familiarity.    Wiui  sui^  a  bearing  large  smoont  of  informataou  from  eiten- 

he  everywhere  conunauded  a  profoond  sive  reading,  he  waa  a  pleasant  com- 

ieq>ect.     With    regard    to    hu    jwlpit  panim.     Bo  one  could  be  long  in  his 

ministrationa   I   nesd  not  enlai^,   for  company  without  deriving    from  brni 

yod  all  know  with  v^t  aal,  and  tw-  both  pWaare  and  profit.     The  aoesie  of 

vour,  and  energy  of  soul  and  body  he  his  labours    being   somewhat    isolated 

I«oc!^jned  to  yon,  snd  pressed  upon  from  the  other    oangregations  in   the 

your  acceptance,  the  grand  trutha  of  the  praebytery,  and  not  Ming  vety  robust 

gospel  d  Christ.     In  his  yonngw  yean  himself,  he  did  not   appear  m>  often 

there  were  few  men,    if  any,   whose  among  his  birthren  as  oonld  have  been 

preaching  I  appredated  so  moch  as  Hr.  wished ;    but  when   he  did  put  in  an 

Vonng's.     There  was  often  a  massive-  appearance, nooneenjoyedhimsdf more. 

nesi  in  the  diction,  and  a  jHwsticalness  In  ctdtivating  this  part  of  the  vineyard 

in  its  import,  that  brought  it  home  with  he  lisd  great  difficulties  to  contend  with ; 

telling  power.     In  short,  there  was  an  but  still  be  made  way.     And  I  know 

raiginah^  and  frefdmess  about  bis  style  well  that  his  sfForts  were  noblv  seconded 

which  never  failed  to  pleeae.    You  are  by  an  attached  peo^     Alilion^  the 

all  familiar  with  his  power  and  tact  in  congregation  is  still  but  small,  yon  are 

the  Sabbath  school,  m  preserving  the  to-day  in  mtteh    better   circumstances 

most  perfect  tada  and  good  behaviour  than  you  were  when  Mr.  Young  was 

among  the  yoong  peojde  without  the  settled  over  yoo.     The  church  has  been 

least  approaui  to  seventy  of  discipline,  vastly  improved,  and  an  d^ant  and 

Of  ^e  fruit  of  his  labours  in  that  de-  comfortable  manse  has   been  erected. 

partoKait  I  cannot  apeak  paiticnlarly ;  These  maj  well  be  regarded  as  the  fruit 

but  that  there  has  been  fruit,  and  a  of  his  labours,  aitd  they   will   greatly 

lai^  measure  of  it,  we  cannot  doubt,  assist  you  in  your  now  desolate  and 

e^edally  when  we  think  of  those  who  bereaved  condition.     But  if  we  would 

have  Ej^vng  out  of  rt,  and  given  them-  know  the  extent  of  his  labotns,  we  must 

selves  to  highor  studies,  and  some  to  the  not  loc^  to  stone  and  lime,  bat  to  lively 

status  of  ministers  of  the  gospel.    And  stones  ;  nor  must  we  limit  onr  survey  to 

as  be  was  orderly  in  his  training  and  this  locality,  nor  to  Scotland,  bnt  we 

managefnent  of  uie  young,  bo  he  had  must   cross  the   Border,   and  cross  the 

good  taste  about  all  oljier.  matters.     He  seas  also,  and  in  many  places  and  in 

was,  moreover,  s  true  friend,  one  whom  different  eoontries  you  will  meet  with 
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peraonB  who  will  tell  yon  of  the  good 
whicli  they  received  from  the  iiislmc' 
lioiiB  of  Mr.  Young,  These  laboiire  are 
now  ended.  His  work  was  Buddenl; 
brought  to  a  cloae.  Re  was  only  con- 
fined for  a  few  days,  and  there  was 
littlu  time  for  any  one  to  see  him  or 
have  much  oonrerse  with  him.  But  1 
am  aeaured  that  he  waa  perfectly  calm 
and  peaceful,  and  felt  pereuaded  that  he 
was  going  to  hia  Father  in  hearen  and 


to  his  home  on  high.  A  death-bed 
t«atiinony  was  not  needed  to   Batirfy 

those  who  knew  Mr.  Yonng  of  his  ever- 
laating  welfare.  He  died  be  he  lived, 
resting  upon  the  Rock — the  all-Hnre 
foundation,  the  finished  work  of  the 
atonement  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
And  we  have  no  doubt  his  emancipated 
Spirit  has  passed  within  the  veil,  and 
is  now  present  with  the  Saviour. 


THE  LATE  REV.  DAVID  LUMGAIR  OF  NEWTOWN. 


The  funeral  sermon  for  the  late  Mr. 
Lnmgair  was  preached  in  the  church, 
Newtown,  on  Sabbath  the  12th  April 
last,  by  the  Rev.  George  Rohaon ,  lander. 
He  chose  for  his  text  Eccl.  iz.  li.  At 
the  close  ba  said : 

Your  late  minister  waa  born  at 
Arbroath  on  tiie  24th  July  1816.  He 
received  his  school  education  at  Arbroath 
Academy,  where  he  obtained  the  silver 
raedn],  which  was  presented  to  him  as 
dm  by  the  late  Joseph  Hume,  M.P, 
An  early  and  intimate  friend  *  haa  re- 
minded me  of  a  characteristic  anecdoto 
of  hia  boyhood,  which  he  was  wont  to 
teU  with  great  glee,— how  he  thrashed 
a  school-fellow  for  calling  him  '  a  Ught- 
bine  Seceder,'  though  at  the  time  he 
did  not  know  what  the  eipresaion  meant. 
It  was  enough  for  his  purpose  to  know 
that  it  was  used  as  a  term  ot  reproach 
to  himself  and  to  the  religion  of  his 
parents  and  people.  In  spirit,  the  boy 
thus  showed  himself  the  father  of  the 

a  through  life. 


In  his  seventeenth 


?•«,» 


of  1831,  along  with  his  yonnger  brother 
George,  he  entered  the  UniveiBity  of 
Glasgow,  which  he  attended  for  three 
years.  The  two  youths  were  easily  recog- 
nised as  brothers  in  blood,  and  brothers 
in  affection  also,  for  they  were  indeed 
bosom  friends  and  inseparable  com' 
paniooB.  He  finished  hia  college  coune 
at  the  UniverBity  of  Edinburgh  for  the 
Bake  of  that  same  younger  brother,  who 
was  then  attending  the  medical  classes 
of  that  famous  medical  school.  That 
brother,  Dr.  Lumgair  of  Largo,  informs 
we  that '  David  was  a  hard  student — he 
was  no  trifler.  That  was  the  greatest 
point  in  bis  character, — what  he  was 
sent  and  expected  to  do  he  eudeavonred 
to  do  well,'  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 
''  Bev.  Andrew  Homiy,  Cunonstie. 


In  the  autnmn  of  18S4  he  entered  the 
Divinity  Hall,  then  presided  over  by 
FrofesBOTB  Mitchell  and  Duncan  in  the 
junior,   and   by  FrofessorH   Bronn  and  i 

Maimer  in  the  senior  department  At 
Hall,   as  at  College,   he  seems  to  have  I 

been  considered,  in  point  of  character  | 

and  depDTtment,attainmentaand  appear-  . 

ances,  a  highly  respectable  rather  than 
a  distinguished    student.     During    the  ' 

long  vacations  between  the  autumnal  | 

five  sesaions  of  the  Hall,  he  was  usefully 
employed    in     teaching    a     school     at  ' 

Lathones,  where  he  enjoyed  the  ministry  i 

and  friendship  of  the  Rev.  David  H'Rae, 
afterwards  of  Oban,  and  now  of  Glasgow. 
From  him  I  learn  that  the  schoolhouse 
was  built  by  public  subscription,  that 
all  the  affairs  of  the  Echool  were 
managed  by  a  committee  chosen  by  the 
BubecriberB,  irrespective  of  party,  thongb 
most  of  Ihem  belonged  !o  hia  congrega- 
tion. About  that  time  an  attempt  was 
made  W  the  Church  party  to  wrest  the 
school  from  the  control  of  the  people, 
and  thirl  it  te  the  Establishment.   Foiled 


these  adveise  circumstances,  and  amid 
hostile  influences,  in  the  very  heat  and 
height  of  the  Voluntary  Controversy, 
that  Mr.  Lumgair  came  to  the  aasistence 
of  the  opproised,  and  '  undertook  to 
caiTy  on  the  school  on  liberal  prindplea.' 
In  the  face  of  all  opposition  ne  entered 
on  the  duties  of  his  office  with  spirit, 
kept  the  school  in  order,  maintained  its 
reputation,  and  taught  it  with  efficiency. 
'  He  very  soon  Becured  the  affections  of 
hia  scholars,  and  coDsequently  the  good- 
will of  their  parents  and  friends ;  and 
by  the  frankness  and  urbanity  of  his 
manners  and  Christian  bearing,  he 
raised  himeelf  in  the  estimation  of  all 
classes  of  the  community,  and  gained 
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many  frioids  for  himself  aud  for  the  cauiu  lAtterlf  there  wu  difficulty  of  breath- 

wUah  he  eapouBed  among  tiie  people.'  ing,  by  which  he  waa  more  or  less  fre- 

His  daily  work  in  the  echool  aid  not  quentl;  affected.  On  tlieThiusday  before 

unfit  or  indispoee  Hm  for  uaiatiiig  hia  hie  death  Mrs.  Lumgair  accompanied  him 

minister    '  in    the    pnlpit,    the    prayer  in  a  Tisit  to  Dryburgh,     In  returning, 

meeting,  the  Bible  class,  or  any  other  she  left  before  bitn,   walking  leisurely 

means  of  doing  good.     He  was  always  on;  he  quickly  followed,  walking  sharply 

found  ready  for  every  good  work.     And  up   the  hill  to  overtake  her,  and  was 

when  Mr.  M'Bae  removed  from  Lathones  terribly  ont  of    breath,     "^ke   more 

to  Obarr  (25th  April   1838),   he  made  time,'   she   said;    'why   such    haste?' 

himself  exceedingly  useful  to  the  con-  The  breathlessness  soon  ceased.    On  the 

gregation  in  their  state  of  vacancy.'    All  Friday  he  was  quite  well,  and  in  hi^ 

ibis  was   a   favourable  prelude  and   a  spirits    in    the    afternoon    at    a    visit 

fitting  preparation  for  the  ministry  of  from  two  of  his  brethren.     After  some 

the  vord.  manual   exertion   on    the   Satarday,    a 

In  18S9  he  was  licensed  by  the  Pres-  choking  sensation  came  upon  him,  from 

bytery  of    Cnpar.     He  was   called    to  which  he  was  soon  relieved.     He  had 

Cambualang  in  18i3,  and  by  this  con-  prepared  the  sermon  for  Sabbath,  with 

gregation  on   the  16tb  November  of  the  more  than  his  usual  attention  and  care, 

same  year,   which  he  preferred;    and,  from  these  words  of  the  Master; 'There- 

stter  pasang  the  usual  trials  with  appro-  in  is  my  Father  glorified,  that  ye  bear 

biiion,  was  ordained  over  you  on  tlio  much  fruit,' — which  he  preached  with 

20th  February  1844.     In  September  of  energy  and  comfort.     In  the  aftemoou 

the  same  year  be  married  Ann  R,  Sal-  lie  wrote  out  a  short  addre«s  from  the 

mond,  daughter  of  Mr.  William  Salmond,  clause,    'See  that  ye  refuse  not  Him 

Bhipowner,  Arbroath,  who  died  on  the  that  speaketh,'  which  he  delivered  at 

Hth  Jnne  1847,  leaving  two  sons,  who  the  prayer  meeting  held  in  the  school- 

nie  now  in  business  in  Canada — David  room  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day 

in  Montreal,  aod  William  in  Hamilton,  with   more  than  ordinary  earnestness 

In  1860  he  married  a  second  time,  Agnes  and  solemnity.     He  closed  the  address 

Gray,  daughter  of  Mr.  Andrew  Gray,  and  his  ministry  with  an  earnest  appeal 

Wieith,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons  and  te  accept  the  Saviour  and  Hia  aalvation. 

three  daughters,  who  are  still  at  home.  On  his  way  home  he  had  another  slight 

The  day  of  his  ordination  was   the  and  short  attack  of  'his  asthma,'  but 

i'J  of  his  settlement  for  life.     Whether  the  rest  and  sleep  of  the  evening  re- 

ioy  congregation  ever  had  an  eye  to  freshed  him. 

him  after  thi»  I  know  not,  bat  sure  am  Ou  the  Monday  he  was  quite  well, 

i  he  never  wished  for  or  sought  after  and    enjoyed    the    company    of    some 

Mother.     He   was  the  object  of   your  friends  to  dinner  greatly.     On  Tuesday 

choice,  and  the  place  was  very  much  to  morning  be  took  the  first  train,  to  pay  a 

liis  liking.     He  loved  tlic  spot  and  the  visit  to  the  boathouse   at   Rutherford, 

people.     He  admired  the  scenery,  was  The  visit  over,  and  some  arrangementa 

pleased    with    the    surroundings,    was  made,  he  got  the  boatman's  fishing  rod, 

churned  with  the  associations,  and  de-  and,  with  his  boat  to  stand  in,  end  his 

lighted  in  following  bis  favourite  recre-  daughter   to    steer,   he   fished    on    the 

atJon  of  fishing  in  the  noble  and  classic  Tweed  with  an   angler's   pleasure  and 

stream.  with  more  than  his  usual  success.    The 

Forgeveral  years  he  was  subject  more  result  of  the  forenoon's  capture  was  a 

ft  lesa  to  giddiness,  which  seemed  to  heavy  bagful  of   trout.     As  the   time 

give  him  no  alarm  and  little  uneasi-  drew  on  for  the  afternoon  train,  pre- 

'ueea    On  one  occasion  be  alarmed  the  parations  were  made  for  his  retom  in 

boatman  at  whose  house  he  last  visited,  it.     The  distance  between  the  river  and 

bj  suddenly   falling   down   in   one   of  the  station  is  measured  by  two  fields ; 

jheae  &\a.    And  about  a  twelvemonth  the   road    is    op-hill.     The    daughter 

before  his  death    the    giddiness   came  carried  the  heavy  bag  half  way  to  the 

upon  him  in  the  pulpit,  when  a  pause  end  of  the  first  field ;  he  canned  it  the 

was  made,  a  few  verses  were  sung,  it  latter  and  steeper  half  himself.     On  en- 

P*Med  away,  as  be  said,  and  then  he  teringthestationhefelt ill;  inthetraiD, 

finished  the  sermon  and  services  as  it  however,  he  recovered.    But  the  end 

nothing  unusual  had  happened  to  him.  drew  near.     On  leaving  the  station  at 
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SL  Bo«wbU's  he  Bgwn  felt  nuirell,  and  So  Boddenly  and  icJeiiiiilf  wu  hia 
it  wui  with  difficulty  he  walked  to  the  course  of  miiiiBterial  aervice  finidied. 
manse.  On  reaching  hone  he  waa  re-  And  it  was  indeed  a  coarte — not  like  the 
liered  of  hia  bnrden,  entered  the  vaning  moon,  but  like  t^e  shining  li^; 
psrltmr,  aat  down  ezhanated,  aad  said  not  like  the  waiideriiig  or  falling  stan, 
be  waa  ill.  Sending  for  the  doctor  was  bat  like  the  sUra  in  their  cowseB.  It 
proposed,  but  he  discouraged  it.  He  was  neither  stationary  nor  retrograde, 
was  adTieed  to  go  to  bed,  bnt  he  could  erratic  ntw  declining,  bat  growit^  to  the 
not.  Bnndy  was  administered,  and  very  Ust.  The  stroke  has  faUeu  sod- 
after  a  little  time  relief  was  experienced  dody  on  him  in  the  maturity  of  hie 
and  ezprened.  But  the  relief  was  only  powers  and  ia  the  midat  of  his  nsdol- 
momentaiy.  After  a  diort  time  M  uess,  while  'hi«  eye  was  not  dim, 
raised  hia  hands,  and  put  them  first  on  n«  hia  natural  force  abated,'  as  n 
his    breast,   and,  then   otw  his  eyem,  thoo^t. 

aaying,  '  This  ia  dreadful'    Theae  were  The  worda  of  the  Rey.  Peter  Young, 

the  1^  w^rdi  he  uttered.     On  sedng  the  poacher  of  the  funeral  sennon  for 

his  coantenance  change,  and  his  tec£  yoai  second  minister,  Mr.  Elda,  ud 

clenched,     alarm    waa     taken,     other  which    Hr.    Lumgair    quoted    at   tlie 

remedies  were  sought,  and  the  doctor  centenary  serricefl  of  the  congrt^^on 

amt  for ;  bat  all  in  vain.    His  younger  on  the  24th  November  1872,  are,  so  bi 

daoghtec  coming  in,  meanwhile,   was  aa  I  know,  equally'  applicable  to  him- 

startlad   at   his    a^ipearance    and    the  self, — '  He  dieil  without  a  stain  oa  hia 

change  in  his  face.     He  gave   her  a  ohamMfir,  and  without  laaring  a  Edsgle 

wistful  look ;    'twas   hia   lut  look   on  foe.' 

earth.      The    spasm    was    spent,    the  '  Hia  san  has  gone  down  while  it  mi 

struggle  was  over,  and  the  heart  was  yet  day;'  and  hia  sudden  setting  hu 

still.    He  was  lifted  from  the  chair  and  left  a  dark  Ixaek  behind.     His  death  is 

laid  down  on  the  sofa ;  and  there  he  lay,  an  irreparable   loss   to   his  family,  a 

71001  pale,  placid,  and  pleasant,  as  in  a  great  loaa  to  his  oongr^atioD,  and  it 

sleep,  but  it  was  the  sleep  of  death,  has  made  a  great  blank  in  the  dtcle  of 

Withm  twenty  minutes  from  the  time  his  relatirea  and  friends,  and  es^edallf 

he  ent^ed  his  house  '  the  pains  and  to  those  in  the  office  of  the  numstry— 

dying  strife'  were  ova,  and  the  spirit  greatest  to  Mm  who  now  paya  the  lut 

had  fled.    He  expired  about  a  quarter  tribute  ot  reqtect  to  a  Inother  whoee 

before  foar  in  the  aftaTioon  of  Tuesday,  manory  will  be  ever  dear  to  him. 

the  Slst  March,  in  the  fifty-ninth  year  .hdw  mordM  b»%hten  «s  Qay  take  Uwr 

of  hiaaffe,  having  entered  on  the  thirty-  flight.'' 
first  of  his  ministry. 


ODE  NEW  HTMN  BOOK. 


Sir, — May    I    take    the     liberty    of  ing  of  the  soul  and  conscience  by  the 

making  a  remark  or  two  on  an  ob-  blood  of  Jeeus.    We  «>e  never  said  to 

{'eotionable    espreasion    in    a  favourite  be  ponged  into,  bi^  sprinkled  inth 

lymn,  which  will  probid>ly  be  retained  it.    The  word   is   used  only  once  i" 

in  our  amended  hymn  book  ?    The  hymn  the  Bible,  and  then  in  a  diftwent  «!■ 

begins—  Job  says :  '  Thou  shalt  plunge  Bieiawe 

'  Thera  ig  a  foonlain  fllled  wrtii  blood,  d't*^  ^^  "niae  own  dotbes  sh^  abtor 

Drawn  from  Imroanuera  veinB;  me.'     The  Old  Testament  language  fcr 

And  sinners,  ^^luagtd  iaieath  thai  flood,  ceremonial  ablutjons  and  moral  pmia' 

Lose  all  thou-  gtulty  staina.'  cations  was  wmply  washing  or  batluiig 

The  words  in  italics  are  the  faolty  in  or  witii  water.     Any  one  of  the  three 

ones.    They  are  unscriptoral,  and  in-  acriptaral  terms  would  be  prefer»ble  to 

coDuetent  with  the  terms  and  figures  the   one   employed  by  the  poet    '^'' 

used  by  divine  authority  for  the  cleatm-  hymn  as  it  atasda  is  naturally  onougb  ^ 
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fsTOurito  yiith  immenkniiafas,  bat  that  Committee  may  alter  kh  objectioimUe 

ehould  not  weigh  with  db  ;  and  I  pre-  word  in  an  otherwise  good  and  admired 

game  that   the   Synod's   Hymn   Book  hymn,  if  they  jdewe. 
DiBLM.  H.  M.  Vf. 


IttteUigtna.— ®nile!&  ^nsbj^tman  fl^iircl^. 


L  VBOCUDiaOB. 

«  pliuM  OD  the  Taatday 

Amuatdait.— This   pnafaytery   met   at  after  tke  third  Sabbath  of  Jnly. 

Ecdcfeebaa    on    SOch    JniK—dia    Bar.  Ariroalk,  —  Thla    pretb^tcry    met    at 

Willum  Hatton,  modeiator.    Sati^actory  Bncbin  on  SOth  June — tba  Kar.  Alex- 

nporu   on  tha  examination  papen  pra-  ander  Anderaon,   moderator.    The   Rev. 

pued   by    Mr.    Dickson,    atodeat,   were  Hngh  Aird  waa  choaen  moderator  for  ihe 

leedTed ;    and  haTing    had    aabjeeta  of  nest  t>elT«  monlba.    After  aome  matters 

txuDination  in  Hebrew  and  Latin  pre-  of  ordinary  bniineai,  the  attention  of  tlie 

sulbed,  the   piwers  were   fonnd  liighly  preabytery  waa  called  to  tha  '  Chnrcb  Fat- 

utufactoiy.     BCr.    Dickaon'a    inter-iea-  ronage (Scotland) Bill;'  and  the  foUowing 

—  r. J.-J        .D  oanifr  him  to  b*  the  Ber.  John  MVab.  and  aeoi     ' 

the  DiTinity  Hi^    m 

Bndeat.    Mr.  Jamei   Ct ,  .._    ._.,     _..., 

Mrtifled  &inn   the  FieelTtery  of  Bdin-  coneMlered  the  Bill  p 


c  modification 

.     ,     „                      .  of  Patronage  ia  the  EetabUahed  Church 

the  Hall  aa  a  aacond  year'*  ttadeal.    Bfr.  of    Scotlaod,  reaolTO  thereauent  aa  fot- 

BoDild  reported  tbat  he  liad  preached  at  Iowa :    Fira^— That  said  Bill,  minttuUlg 

Wamphray,   aeeording   to    arrEnsraien^  eoMidered,  ia  objectiraable,  (1)  becaen 

•od  ordained    one    eldar.    Mr,  Hotton  it  ]»opoau  to  do  by  parliwnentAry  an- 

npori»d,-Uiat  in  term*  of  anointment  Im  thority  what  can  only  be  done  by  the 

ud  diqiennd  the  ordinanoe  of  the  Iiord'a  eotlumty  of  ChriBt,  namely,  to  define  and 

Sipper  in  Wamphray  congregation,  aad  settle  the  ri^ti  of  Hia  people  in  r^[Md  to 

thu  en  the  Faat  Day  he  piMided  at  a  the  choice  of  paatora  in  Hi*  Chnrcb  ;  and, 

coDgngBtional    Moeliai^    when    h    waa  (9)  becanae   it  lanetiona  the  notion  that 

munimondy  agreed  to  reqnett  the  fn»  the  Cbareh  of  Christ  may  laarfnlly  barter 

iTtery  to  bare  iiiiliiiaiwiia  continaed  as  at  her  inherent  liberties  for  pay  and  pririlege 

present.    The  pmtby tery,  after  reaaoning,  at  the  hands  of  the  Sttte,  and  tbeieafter, 

■jtMdtogTMitaBidreqBMtiandiiuimcted  ai  her  role  and  the  cbartsr  of  herrighta, 

theduk  to  attend  to  the  raiioaa  natter*  eKbMilBte  Acts  of  Parliament  for  the  re- 

im^Ted.    Beed  a  letter  from  tha  Ber.  vealedwillof  ber  living  Head.    Second,— 

Oaii  s.  Goodbnra,  tandsrii^  the  demis-  That  said  Bill,  politicaUy  eoneideied,  is  an 

ocin  of  his  diaige  at  Waterbeek.    The  inanlt  and  a  wrong  to  other  Chorchea,  and 

pesbfteiy,  after  a  fnll  expression  of  thdr  to  the  majority  of  the  people  of  Seotlaad, 

^"*>i  agreed  to  take  tte  nsnal  *tw^  and  ineamnch  as  tlie  propoaal  stiU  fnrUier  to 

■PpointedHr.  WattOBtopreadlatWatW-  fhronr  and  foster  by  national  l^ialation 

Mck  an  the  loUowing  Sabbath,  and  inti-  a  sect  already  invidionaly  and  nnjtts^y 

"■Ue  tiie  tMtder  ot  demisrion ;  and  that  a  privileged — and  that  sect  not  a  majority 

ttoimitlee,  eonsisting  of  Heasra.  Watsoa,  m   tha  eovntry — i*  a  glaring  outrage  of 

Balintjne,  and    BdmM,   with    Uesan.  political  equity,  ia  fitted  still  further  to 

^panen  and  M*Millaa),  meet   on   the  aggravate    eccteeiasticsl    diffiereaces    in 

sWDday  with  Ae  minister,  aasnon,  and  Seotlaad,  and  to  deepen  and  embitter  the 

°°'>K''cgation,    and    report    at    an    early  senae  of  existing  wrongs.     Tiiird, — That, 

5««ing— Mr    Watson,    convener.      Mr.  in   place  of  the  one-sided  and  irritating 

Kauld  read  a  draft  petiden  to  the  Hoots  tegislation  proposed  by  said  Bill,  jnatice 

^  ComnioBs    against    the  Bill  foe  tha  sod  expediency    alike    demand   the  im- 

UoUiioQ  of  Fhtnwase  in  the  Chnrcb  al  mediate  disestablishment  and  diaendow- 

BcotUiid,Biidpntytngfordise«tattehBent  mentof  the  EMablUbed  Chm^  of  Scot- 

™  wsendowment,  which,  on  a  Tote  being  land,  a*  the  only  means  whereby  that 

^^  ""*  adopted    by  the  prest^tery,  Cbaiehcanbeputinpossesrionofaiuritnal 

■>«)  bstsg  signed  by    Uie  moderUor  and  liberty,    all    the    Churcbee    of   Scotland 

™K  «Ba  ordered  to  be  (ransmitted  to  placed  on  a  footing  of  civil  equality,  and 

'"•  Ne«l,  MS.,  for  piesentatiotL     Ap-  the  various  qasstions  raised  by  said  Bill 
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eflbclaftll;      ftud      peniMineiitlr     tolved.  Preabjter;  of  Irelaad  that  it  had  ^reed 

Ponrth,— That    tbo    pT«ib;t«i7    petition  to  place  the  name  of  R«t.  William  Cub- 

bolh  Honiei  of  Parliament  io  tenoi  of  bertaon,  formeilj   of  Portadown,  on  (he 

these  resolntioni ;  and,  fnither,  that  copiei  roll  of  piobationers.    A  commaDicaUon 

of  these  reBolatioii«  be  lent  to  the  Hem-  on  '  Contagiout  DiaeaseB  Acts '   voi  lefi 

bera  of  citbei  Eonse  connected  with  this  upon  the  table  till  next  meeting,  in  the 

localtij,  and  to  the  leading  Members  of  hope  of  a  fuIleT  attendance.    Closed  widi 

Her  Majettj's  late  and  present  Qoreni-  piajer  by  moderator. 
mentt.'  Berwick. — This   preBbytery  met  on  ibe 

Banff.— K  pro  re  nala  meeting  of  this  14[h  of  Jaly— lbs  Bar.  B.  Brodie,  M.A., 

Kiabjtery  wai  hsld  at  Banff  on  3d  April,  moderator.  It  was  reported  that  Mr,  A. 
ad  an  intimation  from  tbe  Foreign  Birrell  bad  passed  hia  entrance  ezamini- 
Committee  of  the  Misiion  Board,  that  tion  for  the  DiTinitv  Hall.  He  was  no* 
they  had  invited  the  ReT.  John  N.BnMell,  examined  in  regard  to  personal  pJei;, 
B.A.,  Banff,  to  go  to  New  Zealand,  and  character,  and  mottrea  ;  and,  as  the  reanll 
that  he  had  accepted  the  invitation.  Mr.  was  satisfactory,  he  waa  ceitiSed  to  ibe 
Bnasell  ipoke  in  feeling  terms  of  his  Hall.  It  was  also  reported  that  Hr.  Jusei 
decision,  and  of  the  congregation  and  Meami,  stndent  of  the  flrit  year,  bad 
—  ibyteiy  be  is  lo  leave.  After  tbe  mem-  passed  tbe  examination  in  Natoral  Fbilo' 
!  of  presbjlery  had  expressed  tbeir  sophy.  The  Rev.  P.  Meams,  asconrener 
Burrow  at  Mr.  EnsseU's  departnre,  and  of  the  Committee  forthe  Snperiniendecee 
their  sympathy  with  the  congregation,  the  of  Stndents,  reported  that  Mesara.  Means 
connection  between  Hr.  BnsBell  and  the  and  Steedman  had  passed  all  their  inter- 
Banff  congregation  waa  dissolved.  A  (esaional  examinations  with  the  approba- 
minute  expressive  of  the  presbytery's  high  tion  of  the  committee.  Ur.  Meamsibea 
appreciation  ofUr.  Rnasell  waa  recorded,  delivered  a  homily,  and  Mr.  Steedmui  a 
The  Bev.  Mr.  M'Ruith  was  appointed  sermon,  on  lubjects  previously  preieribed; 
moderator  of  Banff  session. — S8lh  April,  both  of  which  were  favoarably  iMelrld 
This  presbytery  met — the  Kev.Mr.Meikte-  by  the  presbytery,  and  it  was  agreeil  lo 
hum,  moderator.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ancbter-  certify  both  students  to  the  Hall.  A 
]onie,fromAberdeeD presbytery, wasasked  letter,  with  medical  cerliGcale,  nis  reid 
to  correepond.  A  anppl/  of  preaebera  from  the  Rev.  James  M'Leish,  appljing 
for  Banff  congregation,  dnring  vacancy,  for  sick  snpply  for  his  pnlpit  for  lii 
was  asked  and  granted.  Messrs.  Gilmonr  months,  as  his  medical  advisers  con&iiler 
and  H'Raith  were  appointed  memhera  of  that  period  absolntely  necessary  lo  affonl 
Committee  on  Bills  and  Orenores  at  com-  hope  of  restorntion  to  health.  The  deik 
ing  meeting  of  Synod.      Mr.  Meiklebam  had  already  granted  snpply  for  faor  Sib- 

—   '  John  Cooper,  Btndent,  for  ad-  baths.      Deeply    syrapathiii'~~  ~'"'"  "" 

..     „.,.     „.u .__.! ..,-.  ..  .J   jji  [jjg  afflier-       - 


presbyter 


mission  to  the  Hall.    The  nomination  was  M'Leish   in  his  affliction,  and  approriag 

anatained.      Mr.  M'Railh  was  appointed  of  the  conduct  of  the  clerk,  the  presbiltry 

aoperintendent   of  examinations  of  sta-  agreed tograittsnpplyintheorderoflhenw 

dents,  in  room  oFMr.  Rnsaell.    Hr.  Millar  for  twelve  additional  Sabbalbs,  afterwbicb 

was  appointed  to  dispense  comnanion  at  the  eappl^  will  be  every  alternate  Sabbstb 

Cabrach   on  1st  Sabbath  of  July,  either  till  the  six  months  are  completed.    Tbe 

personally  or  by  substitute. — SOlh   June.  Committee  for  the   Superinteadence  of 

This  presbytery  met  this  day.    Mr.  Sum-  Stndents  for  next  year  was  appoinHd— 

mers  was  appointed  to  preside  in  modera-  tbe  Rev,  Jamea  Stephens,  convener.    "Rt 

tion  in  a  call  to  Eeilh,  on  Monday,  13th  following  resolutions   on   the  Palronsge 

July.    Mr.  John  Jack,  student,  delivered  Bill,   at  present  before  Psrliamcni,  wett 

n  homily  on   Rom,   v.   1.     Examinators  submitted  by  Dr.  Cairns,  and  aAer  cos- 

gnve  in  reports  on  his  examination  papers,  sideration,    unanimously    adopted ;   '  (I) 

,  all  of  which  were  SDStatned,  and  he  was  This  presbytery  denies  the  competency  of 

ceriifled   to  the   Hall,     Mr.   Millar   was  Parliament  to  interfere  with  tbe  iDleni<^ 

appointed   moderator  of   presbytery   for  arrangements  of  Christian  Churches  sua 

next  twelve  months.    Next  meeting  to  be  pruteata  againat  the  exercise  of  ibis  paver 

held  nt  Banff  on  !Stb  July.     Read  extract  in  the  case  ofthe  Scottish  Palronsge  Bill, 

minute  of  meeting  of  Home  Committee,  as  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  Christ,  ibe 

granting  £100   from    Chnrch   Bxiension  sole  King  and  Head  of  Hia  Chnrcb.    (!) 

Fund  to  Cabrach   for  new  church,   and  That   as  the  Patronage  Bill  profeiseijlj 

£100  of  loan  withont  interest,  on  condition  limits  the  fotnre  election  of  ministers  >i> 

that  chnrch  he  opened  without  any  debt  persons    connected    with  one  psrticol^ 

except  said   loan.       The  clerk  reported  Church,  it  thereby  donation iliies  it,  sod 

that  he  had  received  a  copy  of  Hodge'i  ought  consistently  to  withdraw  all  com- 

SytUmatic  Theology,   for  tbe  use  of  tbe  lenance  from  it  as  a  national  inatiiutioii. 

presbytery.      Received   inlimatioQ    from  (3)  That  as  this  Bill  disiociates-tbeelet- 
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tion  of  Christian  miniiters  from  the  daEj  held    at  Neir   Ducr,   on   Tneidnv,   a9th 

and  privilege  of  Bupporiiag  them,  it  lendi  September,  at  10  o'clock. 

iu  tinciion  to  a  principle  coodemned  by  CarlieU. — This  presbjteiy  met  at  Car- 

Ihe  United  Presbjterian  Church,  and  one  lisle  od  14tb  April,  and  was  conmitnied  by 

irbich  that  Cbnrch  haa  a  right  to  remon-  the  IUt.  J.  S,  Craig,  Maryport,  moderator 

atrate  against  as  a  national  encouragement  proton,    Mr,  Crais  reported  Ihal  prajer 

of  error  in  regard  to  the  support  of  the  maelingi  badbeen-heldia  Mar.vport  every 

gospel  miniatrj.     (4)  That,  without  atat-  evsniug  daring  the  month  of  January, 

ingolherobjectiona  to  the  Scottiah  Church,  end  tbat  a  deep  impreasion  nemed  to  be 

Patronage  Bill,  more  proper  to  be  urged  produced  upon  the  people,  who  attended  in 

OB  the  Church   of  Scotland  ai  a  aister  conaiderable  numberg.      Mr.    Carruthers 

Gliurcb, — of  which  one  of  the  moat  aerioua  reported  tbat  the  erangeliatic  laboura  of 

iithe  character  ofa  pcopoaal,  unknown  iu  Mr.  Kinlach  of  West  Linton  had  proved 

any  prev ions  period,  to  entruat  a  miscel-  very  acceptable  at  Longtonn.   Mr.  I'anna- 

liueoni  body,  composed  alike  of  peraons  hill  reported  to  the  aame  effect  with  re- 

DDt  in  fall  communioit  with  the  Cbunih,  gard  to  Poorilh,  and  furthermore  stated 

and  of  a  portion   of  the  couimuaieanti,  that,  inasmuch  as  an  opening  for  carrjin^; 

nilh   a  power  in   electing    ministers   of  on  evangelistic  work  had  presented  itself 

Cbtist,  which  belongs,  according  to  the  at  Penritb,  he  bad  to  ask  the  presbytery 

Word  of  God,  only  to  members  of  the  to  support  him  ia  applying  to  the  Home 

Christian  society,  and  to  all  of  them, — this  Mission    Board    to    restore    hia    annual 

presbytery,  in  going  to  Parliament,  lakes  supplement.     The    presbytery    cordially 

Ibe  clear  ground  of  objecting  to  all  such  entered  into  Mr.  Tannahill's  views,  and 

legislation  aa  beyond  tbs  sphere   of  (be  agreed  to  transmit  and  support  bis  pa^- 

LeBiilatore,  and  petitions  Parliament  to  tion.    Hr.   Kidd  delivered  s  thesis,  and 

diiesiablish  and  disendow  the  Church  of  was    examined   on    Skedd'i   History   q/ 

ScDllaud,   and  tbna  to  withdraw  from  a  Dixlrmt.    Messrs.  Carmthers  and  Tannu- 

praTiDce  in  which  its  action  can  only  be  hill  were  appointed  to  repTeaeni  the  pres- 

fnsght  with   injntj  to  the  Church   and  bylory  on   the  CommiUee  of  Bills  and 

to  ibe  nation.'    It  was  agreed  that  a  peti-  Overtures. — This  presbytery  met  again  at 

''"1,  founded  on  these  reaolntiona,  and  Carlisle  on  IBlh  June,  and  was  constituted 

moderator  and  clerk,  shi    ' '  '       ■      —        .    ~    ~    . 

>  Parliament    Next  n 

■SE  of  presbytery  was  appointed  to  be  received  a  commnnication  from  the  Home 
lield  on  the  6^  of  Oetober,  at  twelve  Mission  Board,  certifying  that  his  supple- 
o'clock  noon.  meat  bad  been  restored  in  order  that  he 
Bnchan, — This  presbytery  met  at  New  might  the  better  carry  on  evangelistic 
L«eds  on  the  30th  of  June — Rev.  T,  work  in  Penrith.  Mr.  Menon,  who  laid 
F.  WhiUas,  B.D,,  moderator.  It  was  on  the  table  hia  transference  from  the 
reported  that  the  instmctions  given  at  Presbytery  of  Bdinbnrgh,  reported  that 
lut  meeting,  with  a  vieir  to  more  he  had  entered.on  bis  work  as  evangelist 
efficient  superintendencs  of  members  of  at  Penruddock,  had  been  well  received 
tbe  Church  visiting  Peterhead  and  Fraser-  when  visiting  the  locality,  and  tbat  the 
krghdnring  the  herring  seasou^had  been  attendances  npon  divine  service  on  Sab- 
carried  out,  and'  that  the  clerk  had  corre-  bath  afternoons  and  eveDiogs  were  en- 
■ponded  with  Tarions  presbyteries  along  conragiog,  Messrs,  Merson  and  Kidd 
tbe  coast,  requesting  them  to  recommend  completed  thmr  inter-sessional  examina- 
inembars  of  the  Church  visiting  either  of  tious,  and  it  was  agreed  to  certify  them  to 
IboiG  places  at  that  time,  to  bring  with  theTheologicalCommiltee,foradmittancB 
tban  certificates  of  membership.  There  to  the  Theological  Hall.  The  next  meet- 
">s  lud  on  the  table  and  read  a  com-  iogof  presbytery  was  appointed  to  be  held 
tonnicitiou  from  the  Presbytery  of  Elgiu  at  Penrith  on  the  Tuesday  after  the  second 
Slid  Inverness,  approving  of  and  agteeiiig  Sabbath  of  September,  at  ten  o'clock 
to  the  ume.    Was  submitted  a  circular  a.u. 

by  the  congregation  of  Fraaerbur^,  set-  Cupar.— This  presbytery  met   in   tbe 

tmg  forth  their  dums   on  the  Ciiurch  Synod  Honse,  Edinbnrgh,  lath  May — Mr. 

genenlly  for  aid  in  erecting  a  new  place  Smith,  moderator  pro  tem.    Mr.  Bankine 

or  wonfaip;  and  it  waa  cordially  agreed  gave  an  account  of  his  procedure  in  the 

to  recommend  tbe  same  to  the  liberal  con-  moderation  of  the  call  to  the  West  Cou- 

iideraiion  and  support  of  congregaliotis  of  gregalion  of  Ceres,  which  was  approved 

tbe  presbyten.    Agreed  to  petition  Par-  of.     The  call,  which  was  a  unanimous  one, 

Went  for  the  reiwal  of  the  Contuious  and  addressed  to  Mr.  Gilbert  M.  Hair, 

Diseases  Acts,  sod  also  against  the  Bill  for  probationer,  waa  read  and  snstained;  and 

the  Abolition  of  Patronage  in  Chnrch  of  Mr.    Hair   being    present,   the   call   waa 

SwlUnd.    Appointedn< '  '    '   '      "  ""    """    "" 
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account  of  his  condnct  in  mixienting  in  &  moderator  Dmmted  the  prenona  nsp>, 
call  at  Kettle,  which  wuRppTOved  of.  Tb«  propoud  the  queitioiis  of  the  formnki, 
coll  wu  anaBimouly  in  fsTonr  of  Mr.  Wil-  and  addrened  Ur.  Leea,  who  wu  eolemnlj 
liamLeea,pie»^er,andwaaalsoBDataincd;  Mt  apait  byprajer  aiul  the  Isjing  on  li 
and  Mr.  Leea  being  pretent,  he  intiinated  the  hands  of  thepreibyteij  to  tbenotkijC 
liu  acceptance  of  it.  Triali  for  ordioatioa  the  minisu^  and  the  paatonl  chai^  of  tit 
wen  appointed,  and  the  next  meeting  wai  congregation  of  Kettle.  ThemAer  Hr, 
upi^nied  to  be  h«ld  in  Capar,  on  the  Smith  addressed  the  congregatioQ  ud 
Tueadaj  afler  tb«  Sd  Sabbath  of  June. —  concladed  the  pablic  ■crriees.  Al  > 
Thii  pnAjUnj  again  met  on  the  16th  meeting  of  preibjterj' held  at  the  cioK  of 
of  June,  and  wu  ooutilated  by  Mr.  theae  proeeediogs  it  waa  W«ed  to  ceni^ 
At'Swaine,  moderator.  Meun.  Henghan  Mum*.  Heogbsn  and  Dickie  to  llit 
and  Dickie,  ttndente  of  diyini^,  deliTered  Diriaily  Hal],  and  Meun.  Lawrence  ud 
diicoareei,  which  w«re  entieiaed  and  Barron  were  examined  as  entranu  on  the 
approTDd  oL  A  petition  was  preaented  itnd;  of  theoli^ ;  tuid  on  their  eumiiu- 
from  the  congregation  of  Bt.  Andrew^  -  tion  bung  initaiaed,  it  wu  igieed  ta 
pmring  tbe  ptwbjterj  to  appoint  one  of  instniet  the  eleik  to  certifj  them,  if- 
their  namher  to  preddiB  in  the  moderacion  poiMad  the  next  meeting  to  be  held  ia 
of  a  call  to  one  to  be  tiieir  minitter.  Tbe  Botcon  Cbnrch,  on  tbe  Tnesdij  afiu  Itu 
prayer  of  thii  prtitina  wai  graotDd,  and  9d  Sabbath  of  Septcn^iei,  it  beiog  atia- 
tbe  moderation  ajqwinted  to  take  plue  on  ttood  dut,  iltoald  an  eariier  raeetmi;  bo 
the  evening  of  Uondaf,  the  39UiJnie,  Mr.  raqaired  t«  expeditBdie  lettienKHi  U  Sl 
Bankiae  to  loeaeli  and  jweaide  on  the  Aadrewt,  the  modeiator  ia  empowend  to 
oeeaiioii.  Mmih.  Hair  and  Leet  panad  eaU  Mid  mettfaig. 
their  tiiali  for  ordiBatioii,  which  wen  Dm/^rie*. — "^un  Bnabrteij  met  oa  7A 
■eTemllf  aoataiMd,  and  the  ocdiaatioi)  «t  Jnlj — tte  Ber.  Jono  Mllar,  Suqnlur, 
Ur.  Hair  waa  appointed  to  take  place  at  modetator.  Mr.  James  A.  Patcnoo, 
Cerei  on  the  Sih  of  J11I7,  and  tbe  ordina-  ilndettt  of  the  third  year,  detiiered  m 
tion  of  He.  I«ef  wm  appointed  to  take  diicoaim,  and  waa  examined  on  liie  nb- 
place  at  Kettle  on  the  Sth.  Jalj.  The  jeetipnaeribed  bytha  Synodftodieuili- 
prealnteiy  adopted  a  petition  agaisit  faction  of  Ae  preibytery ;  and  the  clod: 
Ao  Patronage  Bill  at  present  before  inalnwted toemfyDimtotheneUiaiioa 
Pariiament,  and  in  faToar  of  dia-  i^thaHaH.  In  eomeqtMiwe  of  eoMimd 
eatahlishment  and  dinndowmenL  Ur.  ill-health,  mangementt  were  Didt 
Allison  waa  appointed  moderator  for  the  for  Mr.  Botliiide,  CaMle-Don^ai,  nlirii( 
next  twelve  months. — This  preshrterj  from  the  active  dnties  of  tlu  paMoMt, 
again  met  at  Ceres  on  the  8tfa  <hlj,  and  a  inpplj  of  preachers  graatsd,  villi 
and  was  oonstitnted  by  Mr.  H'Swaiae,  the  riew  of  calling  a  colleagoB  and  mo- 
moderator.  The  edict  wm  returned  duly  eewor.  The  cleik  was  instncted  N  nab 
attested.  The  ordiaation  sermon  was  the  necessary  ^ii^ieation  on  hii  belislf  to 
preMhed  bv  Mr.  Allison,  fnm  GaL  vi.  U.  the  Committee  of  the  Aged  snd  loGm 
Mr.  H'Swdne  nanated  the  previoas  stem,  Miniilers'  Fund.  Hext  meeting  vUl  k 
pnmoeed  the  goestions  of  the  FormtQa,  keld  at  Dmoifiiei  oa  the  fiisi  Tnerii;  d 
aadaddresaadUteduuKe  toMr.Hair,who  Oelober. 

i>iin«lM.— This  preA7t«T  met  in  Eiii- 
bnrgh,  in  Hie  librarr  of  Ae  Synod  Hoot, 
on  lltb  May— the  Her.  John  A.  Honi;, 
modentoc     iSt.  Millei  rqporttd  tkst  be 

Diauai  me  ^ouo  aamces  m  ibb  unai  had  moderated  in  a  call  in  tin  TicHM 

manner.    At  a  mectii^  of  presbytery  held  Street  concregation,  vfaidt  was  giroi  * 

after  the  wivk  of  wdiwMioii,  Hr.  Bankkie  Mr.  loha  Clark,  A.M.,  pteaeliBr,  Akt- 

gave    an    aecoiuit  of  his    pioeedmra    la  nethy.    Th«  call  was  aigned  by  91  iM' 

moderating  in  a  call,  which  was  approved,  ^n  and  IT  adherents.    The  eondnet  (d 

Bead  the  call,  which  was  a  nnanimoas  tbe  moderator  was    a^kroied,   and  A> 

one,  and  addreved  to  Ur.  Dmiti  MOjeaii,  eall   nstabud.     S^neete  of  trill  wen 

probationei.     It  waa   further   agreed  to  amointed    to    BIr.    Clark.     Mr.  Joe 

sustain  the  call,  and  tbe  tterk  and  Mr.  Adams,  stndeot  of  the  fourdi  yen'.  ■■ 

Allison  were  appointed  to  saggest  inhjecta  tramfened  to  the  Glasgow  PresbytMT-- 

for  tiiab  for  wdiiatian  to  llr.U'Lean.—  This  fieMkytaif  OMt  in  Daodee  iM  S» 

This  piesbylery  ag^n  met  at  Kettk  o*  tbe  Jane— t^  Svr.  Jahn  A.  Uonay,  ■»'"*' 

9thJnlyfoitheordinatic»orMr.Leea,Bai  tor.    The  Ber.  Aodnw  Carter  **•  V 

wa*eoiulitUedl7Mt.Allisoa,wod«ntor.     iiiiliilnil  ■iiiiIimIiii  11m  ll frrlii — ""'* 

Ike  edkt  waa    ntumed    dnij  attsatid.  A  Ittltr  wa«  iMd  &OBI  Ur.  John  OA 

Tbe    Mditiation    sermon    was    pmached  Jai  liaiiig  the  eaH  tn  Tietcoia  StiMl  ^a- 

by  Mr.    Hair   from  Hab.  ii.    17.      The  gregation,    which    was    Mcoidia^  ** 
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aside.     A  i^tition  wu  Uid  cm  the  table  stipend  £Sao,   ezpeiuei  £b,  four  weeks' 

from  Tictoiia  Stnet  congregation,  asUnf;  holideja,  and  a  maiiae.    The  clerk  iati- 

the  preibjterr  to  q>poiDt  one  of  its  mem-  mated  that  Mr.  Fleming  bad  been  receiyed 

bera  to  moderate  in  a  call  to  one  to  be  on  to  the  Axed  and  InQrm  Ministers' Fund, 

their  pastor.    The  pmbjterj  granted  tbe  Hr.   Bniseil  was  appointed   to  dispense 

prsjGi  of  the  petition,  and  appointed  Mr.  the    Lord's    Suppei  to  Kincardine  eon- 

MiJJer  to  moderate  on  the  CTeniag  of  Iflth  gregation   on  ctie  last  Sabbath  of  Jalj. 

Julf.    Bead  a  letter  from  Mr.  Connel,  The  clerk  Btated   that   he   bad  provided 

vhowoa  absent,  reqoeninf  the  presbrteTj  loppl;  of  preaeber*  far  the  vacant  congre- 

to  restore  the  name  of  Mr.  Andrew  Chap-  gallons,  and  that  Kincardine  had  a^ed 

man,  M.A.,  to  the  roll  of  students  nnder  for    a    special    hearing   of    Mr.    James 

its  nperinteiidenee.    The  prssb^tery  ap-  Aitchison,  and  Alloa  for  Mr.  Alexander 

poiaied  a  oommittee  to  eoasider  the  case,  Patenon.    PetitiouB  were  transmitted  to 

and  to  report  at  next  mee^g  of  presbj-  FarlisBont  in  faroor  of  tlte  Church  Bates 

lery.   Acopj  ot Bodg^t  Systetttatie  Thea-  Kll,  and  against  the  'Patronage  Bill,'tha 

hgtj,  from   the  Tbeol(^i«d    Committee,  'Prison  Buoistera  Bill,'  and   the   'Con- 

for  the  ose  of  the  presbjtcar;  in  lh«  exa-  tagioti*  Digeaees  Acts.'    The  presbytery 

minstion  of  ttadents,   was  laid  on    the  also  agreed  to  reconuDend  sessions  and 

uble.    It  was  reported   that  the  United  congregations  topetition  against  thePat- 

Fteibfterian  Presbyter/  ci  Iceland  had  ronage   BilL      I'he   following  notice  in 

igreed  le  place  on  the  Synod's  roll  of  leferenee  to  the  death  of  Br.   Johnston 

probaiioBors  the  name  of  the  Ber.  W.  was  read  and  adopted  by  the  presbyter;  ; 

Cathbertson,    formerly    of    Portadown.  'In  entering  on   the  records  of  preabj- 

Tbe  presbytery  aifioiatBd  a  eommitlee,  tery  the  deaui  of  William  Johnston,  D.D., 

nitb  full  poweiB  to   make  anangesients  for  npwards  of  SO  years  minister  of  the 

for  appointing  a  miasionary  stndeat  to  congregation  of  Limekiln*,  the  presbytery 

Hewtyle  station — the  Ber,  Mr.   Bnasell,  woiud  solemnly  acknowledge  the  hand  of 

conveaer.    On  Uie  motion  of  Dr.  MKHavin,  God  in  again,  and  so  soon  again,  diminish- 

the  presbytery  agreed  to  petition  ParUa-  lag  their  number  by  the  removal  by  death 

Hunt  to  disestablish  and  disendow  the  of  their  mnch-lovea  and  hononred  father. 

(!liueh  of  Beottaod,  on  fair  and  equitable  Di.  Johnston  w 


ITi]idple8,asthdonWiatiifaGto)7*atutio>     plary  minister  of  Jeans  Christ,  a  carefnl 

'''''  '   1  involved  in  tiie  Doke  of     and  sound  enraaitoi  of  Scripture,  and  an 

Di.  M'QBvin,  &•  mo-     earnest  preacher  of  the  does,    faithfol 


dencor,  and  clerk  were  appotnted  a  com-  as  a  pastor  and  uach  beloved  by  hia  own 

BiilKa  to  draw  up  a  peUtion  and  to  for-  congregaCioo,  he  was  greatly  esteemed  b^ 

ward  it  to  Mr.  JFankin*,  MP  for  Damdee,  all  beyond  who  eqjoyed  the  benefit  of  hta 

for  ptesantatioD  to  &•  Honss  of  Com-  oeeasKMial  ministrations.    Ee  always  took 

moBL  Ihe  Stodeati  Comndttee  reported  a  deep  interest  and  a  prominent  part  in  ' 

tbai  they  had   ezamiiMd  the  ■unntrr'rl  the  bnainess  of  the  presbytery,  was  jadici- 

■Wnrses  of  tlM  ftdlowing  BtndsBtls, — lax.  ont  ia  eonasel,  nnobtmsive  in  manner. 


tbai  they  had   ezamiiMd  the  ■unntrr'rl  the  bnainess  of  the  presbytery,  was  jadici- 

■Wnrses  of  tlM  ftdlowiiu  BtndsBtls, — lax.  ont  ia  eonasel,  nnobtmsive  in  manner, 

Butof  the  fourth  year,  Umn.  M'KenB*  and  tolerant  of  brethren  who  differed  from 

and  Batchan  of  the  diird  year,  and  VU.  him  in  opinion.     He  tot^  a  deep  interest 

^  of  Ae   second    year, — and   recom-  in  ail  the  schemes  of  the  United 


I  Presby. 

—  „„ , J  — , , _    —   Jxtension, 

^  preshjisry  lecaiTed  uie  report,  and     pari^,  »d  unity  of  the  Church  catholic 


le  pnalijtery  a— tain  thMn.     terian    Chtueb,    aad   in    the   eztension, 

,    lecaiTed  uio  report,  and     pari^,  s    '  .  ..      « 

■ostsined  Aa  diauuuMea.     The  Bev.  Mr.     During  i 


Qrahaa,  eosiveiWT  of  the  ftn,iMiiiil>li«si  aa  ardent  sJdvocate  fbi  the  disestablish- 

tnd  Committee,  aAad  the  pmbyteiy  to  ment  of  tbe  Church,  and  was  much  io- 

B^Kiioa  the  Bondipfi  of  a  depotatioiL  to  tereated  in  tbe  cause  of  temperance,  aa 

Tirit  Ihekiik-seKiouaadinas^enofeach  well  as  in  other  questions  of  p»bUc  in- 

'^'x^regation,  ia    ordoi    to    ezpl^   the  terest   and   benefit.    He  was  an  humble 

KticDie.     The  reqneat  of  the  oommittee  and  eamett  Christian,  and  a  true  friend, 

vas  granted.  The  presbytery  feel  deeply  tbe  great  loss 

Diafern^nE. — This  presbjiery  met  oa  which  thayandthoChnrch  in  general,  but 

iliB  saih   Jane — Bev.  Mr.  Alexander,  especially  hie  own  eongrgjation,  have  sus- 

'soderanr.    A  modenCmn  wss  granted  tained  by  hii  death ;  and  tbey  woold  ex.- 

to  Oilleipie  Chnich,  Dnafermlioe,  and  to  preaa  their  sympathy  with  the  bereaved 

^loa,  to  take  piece  on  the  eve»iag  of  widow,  and  with  bu  congregatiOD,  and 

^onday  tke  13tli  Jnly,  at  half-past  seven  traat  that   the;  may  be  wisely  directed 

D'clock—Hr.  Q— ^»™  n  moderate  in  Oil-  and  giadondT  contorted  in  uie  solemn 

'i^  Chureh,  aad  Ifa.  Janie  at  Alloa,  and  paiaAil  eirennutancea  in  which  tbey 

P<^  Chnvb  offbn  fin  stipend  £300,  are  placed.'    The  clerk  was  instructed  to 

for  lacnuneutal  expenses  £10,  fonr  weeks'  send  a  copy  of  the  above  to  Mn.  Johnston. 

ftoHdqii,  and  a  sanw.    AUo«  <^era  for  Mr.   Haywodli,  one  of  tike  presbytery's 
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laiEBionnriei,  read  hia  annnal  report.  The 
report  ru  vmy  BUUfaelor}-,  aod  Mr. 
Hajwortb  was  eilcoiir^ed  to  proseeoM 
hli  ardaoQs  labonri.  A([reBd  to  hold  next 
meetiog  ofpregbjter;  on  Tneadaj  the  Slst 
Julj,  at  twelTC  o'clock. 

Edinburg/i.—Tbls  presbytery  met  in 
5  Queen  Sti«et,  on  Tueaday,  30tb  June — 
Ber.  Hr.  Bobeiuon,  moderator.  It  »bi 
PTOposcd  bj  Dr.  Peddie,  leconded  b;  Dr. 
ThomioTi,  and  supported  by  Profeasor 
Calderwood  aiid  others,  to  petition  Parlia- 
ment against  the  Scotliah  Church  Fatroo- 
age  Bill.  A  molion  was  propoaed  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Morton,  and  seconded  by  Ur.  Qemmel, 
to  the  effect  that  actioii  shoald  be  taken, 
not  BKninat  the  Bill  specialty,  but  in  the 
line  simply  of  diieatabliihment  and  dia- 
endowmenc.  Dr.  Feddie'i  motion  waa 
carried. — Thia  presbytery  azain  met  io 
committee  on  Monday,  6th  Jnly,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  the  atadeiita  nnder 
their  cftre,  aod  bearing  tba  djacoarsea 
pretcribed.  —  The  preabytery  met  on 
Tuesday,  7ih  July — Hr.  Robertsoo  (Bread 
Street),  moderator.  Tha  court  first  sat 
in  its  usaal  meetine  place,  hot  nfterwaidi 
adjourned  to  the  Synod  Hall.  On  the 
clerk  (Dr.  Brace)  rising  to  read  the 
minutes  of  the  pro  re  nota  meeting   of 

Sreabytery  held  on  the  SOth  June,  Mr. 
icol,  AberUdy,  moved,  in  accordance 
with  the  protest  he  bad  previously  taken 
by  letter,  that  'what  the  clerk  is  now 
aboiiC  to  read,  be  not  read  at  present, 
because  it  ia  not  a  minute  of  the  pro- 
ceedings at  a  legs)  meeting  of  thia  pres- 
bytery.' No  one  having  seconded  the 
motion,  the  minute  was  then  read  and 
approved.  On  the  suggestion  oF  Mr. 
Oemmel,  Mr.  Nieol  entered  hia  diaaent,  for 
reasons  tn  be  afterwards  given  in.  Dr. 
Andrew  Thomson  expressed  his  approba- 
tioD  of  tba  manner  in  which  the  clerk  had 
reported  the  proceedinga  of  the  presbytery 
in  this  matter,  and  regretted  that  the  same 
accuracy  had  not  been  shown  in  aome  of 
the  statements  made  in  the  Houae  of 
Commons  on  the  previons  night,  which,  in 
his  opinion,  gave  an  exceedingly  inac- 
corate  representatiott  of  the  action  and 
spirit  of  the  presbytery  with  regard  to  the 
Patronage  Bill  Dr.  Peddie  said  there 
wBB  also  a  misstatement  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  discuasion  which  had  token  place 
in  the  presbytery.  The  Lord  Advocate 
eeemed  to  go  upon  the  idea  that  a  portion 
of  the  presbytery  were  in  favour  of  Eatab- 
lishments;  whereas  the  second  motion,  a* 
well  aa  the  first,  most  distinctly  affirmed 
that  the  present  Establishments  of  religion 
at  least — and  be  thought  all  Bstabiish- 
ments — were  anjuat  and  itnproper.  Both 
motions  went  npon  that  principle.  Mr. 
Croom   said    that    the   statements  ware 


about  as  aecarate  as  the  statistica  ad- 
duced. The  call  by  the  Hose  Slrcel 
congregation,  to  Mr.  Mitchell  Harvej, 
minister  of  South  College  Street  Chureb, 
waa  pat  into  the  hands  of  that  gentleman, 
and  reasons  for  and  against  the  proposed 
translation  were  read.  Mr-  Harvey  inti- 
mated his  acceptance  of  the  call.  On  ihc 
motion  of  Dr.  Andrew  Thomson,  Mr.  Hii- 
vey  was  relieved  from  the  South  CoUqK 
Street  charge,  and  Mr.  Kennedy  was  sp- 
poiuted  to  preach  the  chnreh  vacant. 
The  respective  commissioners  were  snbse- 

Juently  addressed  by  the  moderator;  Mr, 
iuncan,S.S.C.,  replying  on  behalf  of  Base 
Street,  and  Mr,  Bohsog  on  the  part  dF 
the  SoDth  College  Street  congregatioD. 
Mr.  Thomas  M'Ewan  waa  appointed 
moderator  of  the  South  College  Slrcel 
Church  session.  It  waa  stated  by  Ur. 
Mitchell  Harvey  that  his  induction  to 
Rose  Street  would  take  place  early  in 
October.  A  call  from  the  Pollockaham 
Charch  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Hr. 
James  Dunlop  of  the  First  Congregation. 
Dunbar,  and  Accepted.  Ur.  Parlane  wa> 
appointed  to  preach  the  Danbar  Church 
vacant;  Mr.  Thomson  being  appointed 
moderator  of  session.  Dr.  Aadrew  Thom- 
son reported  thai,  at  a  meeting  held  on 
the  16th  Jane,  of  the  Canongate  Mii' 
sioa  Church,  it  had  been  resolved,  by  a 
majority  of  55  to  32,  to  present  a  nil  to 
Mr,  John  Taylor,  preacher,  Edinbui^b. 
The  other  gentleman  proposed  was  Mr. 
Green  of  Buckie.  The  call  was  after 
wards  signed  by  69  members  and  4  si- 
lierents.  The  clerk  intimated  that  there 
had  been  lodged  with  him  a  petition  signeil 
bj  33  members,  asking  the  preabylerj 
not  to  sustain  the  call,  u  Hr.  Taylor') 
settlement  would  disturb  the  peace  of  tli« 
congregation.  After  disc asaion,  amotion, 
propoaed  by  Mr.  Mair,  to  the  effect  that 
the  preabytery  sustain  the  c^,  but  dday 
further  action  thereon  until  a  committee 
report  on  circumatances  which  havB 
emerged  aince  the  congregational  meeting, 
was,  on  a  vote,  adopted.  A  committee  wai 
accordingly  appointed — Mr.  Mair,  con- 
vener. Ur.  Williamaon  reported  on  a  viiit 
he  had  paid  to  Shetland,  stating  that  Mr. 
Thirde  had  resigned  his  charge  at  011a- 
berry,  and  that  Mr.  Duncan  Miller,  Moss- 
bank,  had  died.  In  dropping  Mr.  Miller's 
name  from  the  roll,  the  preabytery  agreed 
to  record  their  sense  of  the  losa  which  the 
Church  had  sustained  in  the  deceus  of 
one  whose  labours  in  Shetland  bad  been 
so  assiduoDs,  acceptable,  and  gacccssfnl- 
At  the  close  of  the  proceedings,  Ur.  John 
Ball,  A.M.,  B.D.,  and  Mr.  William  Mair- 
head,  A.M.,  were  licensed  as  preaohcnof 
the  ([ospel. 
OttM^.— This  prMbyleir  met  on  30* 
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Jsne,  Tor  the  indaction  of  BeT.  Wiiliam 
Young,  late  of  Lillieileaf,  as  roinisler  of 
?aikbesd  Church.  Tbe  Rev.  Ailam  Welili 
preached,  and  the  Rev.  Jamei  Kennie  pre- 
Billed  and  addressed  the  newlj' in  ducted 
pislor  and  Ihe  congrsgalioa.  —  The 
ordinerj  oionthly  ineetitig  of  ihe  presbv- 
terr  was  held  on  Tuesday,  I3th  July— Mr. 
Clark,  Barrhead,  moderacor.  The  indnc- 
lion  of  Mr,  Alex.  Dunlop,  of  Dunbar, 
to  the  Folloctsbawa  cangrEgntion,  wai 
Hxed  to  take  place  on  9lh  September. 
Dr.  Yonng  mOTed :  '  I.  Thai,  while  the 
rieht  of  the  memhert  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  to  cbooae  their  own  pastors  belongs 
ID  (beni  b;  the  anihoritj  of  her  Divine 
Head,  this  right  is  neceasnrily  compro- 
mieedin  thecaseofan  Established  Ch arch 
Iij  tbe  fact  that  the  nation,  as  distinct  from 
ihe  Church,  becomes  entitled,  and  even 
boDnd,  to  exercise  control  over  appoiat- 
mentg  to  the  ministerial  office,  to  which 
public  ilatns  and  emoluments  are  altached. 
Tbe  presbjterj  cordially  desire  ibat  the 
Chnrch  of  Scotland  ihaaldenjoj  the  privi- 
lege which  she  is  now  seeking  Co  recover 
rrom  the  civil  power;  but  thej  contend 
that  she  can  only  clHim  that  privilege 
legitimately  bj  withdrawing  from  an 
alUaace  which  gives  the  nation  a  right  to 
interfere  with  arrangements  which  should 
be  reserved  sacredly  to  herself.  S.  The  posi- 
tion of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  as  being 
is  a  decided  minority  of  the  people, 
tenders  the  maintenance  of  ber  exclusive 
privileges  as  an  Establish  me  nt,  and  the 
proposal  of  legislation  which  Co niem plates 
only  her  interest  as  a  sect,  a  policy  ngainst 
■bich,  on  grounds  of  propriety  and  justice, 
the  presbytery  are  called  upon  to  protest. 
Tbe  objections  of  tha  majority  of  the 
Scottish  people  to  Ihe  continuance  of  the 
Esiabtishment  are  not  of  a  kind  which  the 
mere  abolition  of  patronage  can  remove. 
Tbe  proposed  Bill,  accordingly,  is  sectarian 
and  not  national  in  its  spirit  and  its  aims  ; 
and  as  soch  it  violates  a  Constiluiiona] 
principle  on  which,  to  be  equitable  and 
impirtia],  all  legislation  should  proceed. 
3.  That  the  avowed  objects  and  antici- 
pated operation  of  the  Bill  reveal  a  design 
to  benefit  the  Established  Church  by 
enabling  her  to  damage  and  weaken  the 
position  of  BisaeotiQg  Chnrches  which 
bavebeen  forced  intoexistence  by  the  evils 
Inseparable  from  a  civil  Establi^menC 
The  promoters  of  the  measurs  in  Farlia- 
ment  have  distinctly  announced  that, 
while  ihej  have  no  hope  of  reconwling 
Dissenting  Chnrches  to  the  Establishment 
by  their  proposed  legislation,  their  wish 
and  purpose  are  to  indoce  individual 
■aembers  of  these  Churches  to  return  to 
IhecommnnioQ  they  have  left.  Wliether 
■his  eipectatioD  is  likely  to  be  realized  or 
SO.  Tin.  VOL.  xvni.  new  series. — > 


not,  lh«  presbyterjr  regard  the  entenaio- 
ment  and   expression  of  It  ai  a   further 

proof  of  the  purely  sectarian  spirit  in  which 
the  Bill  has  been  conceived,  and  as  depriv- 
ing it  of  any  claim  to  Dissenting sympattiy 
and  support.  4.  That  the  Bill  virtually 
increases  theendowments  of  Ihe  Establish- 
ment, and  bands  over  funds  to  her  nncon- 
trolled  disposal,  white  in  other  respect)  it 
treats  her  «s  a  sect,  and  when  in  fact  she 
has  ceased  to  represent  or  to  beneflt  more 
than  a  minority  of  the  people.  5.  That 
the  haste  with  which  the  Bill  has  been  in- 
troduced and  passed  throngh  its  initiatoty 
stages,  the  consequent  impossibility  of 
adequately  maturing  and  expressing  public 
opinion  in  regard  to  it,  and  Ihe  incomplete 
and  conaicling  character  of  the  returns 
as  yet  possessed  respecting  the  relative 
positions  and  claims  of  the  different  re- 
ligious parties  in  Scotland,  imperatively 
demand  that,  at  least,  the  further  prosecQ- 
tioD  of  the  measure  should  in  themeanlims 
be  delayed.  E.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  tbe 
presbytery,  tbe  just  and  certain  method  of 
terminating  the  religions  ditTerences  of 
Scotland,  securing  the  fullest  liberty  to 
tbe  members  of  the  Established  Church 
in  common  with  tho  members  of  other 
Churches,  healing  the  oldest  and  sorest  of 
onr  ecclesiastiCHl  divisionB,  and  promoting 
the  highest  spiriiual  good  of  the  nation,  is 
not  simply  to  abolish  patronage,  but  com- 
pletely to  dltsolve  the  conneciion  between 
the  Established  Church  and  the  State. 
Nothing  lees  than  this  can  remove  the 
grounds  of  dissent  from  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  and  satisfy  the  just  demands 
and  expectations  of  the  Scottish  people, 
as  these  have  been  expressed  in  the  chnrcli 
courts,  in  which  a  msjority  of  them  are 
represented,'  Mr.  Oliver  seconded  Dr. 
Young's  resolutions,  which  were  unani- 
mously agreed  to.  On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Buchanan,  it  was  agreed  thai  a  copy  of 
the  resolnlions  be  forwarded  to  each  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament. 

ffami/'an.— ^This  presbytery  met  on  the 
26th  May — Rev.  Mr,  Duncanson,  modera- 
tor jiro  (em.  Appeared  Mr.  George  Craw- 
ford, student,  and  delivered  a  lecture,  and 
was  examined,  by  written  papers,  in  Latin, 
Greek,  and  Biblical  Literature,  which  were 
respectively  sustained.  '  Appeared  Mr. 
Broonlee,  the  late  representative  of  the 
presbytery  at  the  Mission  Board,  and 
gave  an  account  of  his  conduct  at  the 
Board  ;  and  the  preshytery  tendered  him 
their  thanks  for  the  efficiency  with  which 
he  bad  discharged  bis  dnties.~The  pres- 
bytery met  ^ain  on  the  30th  June—Rev. 
Mr.  Brnce,  moderator.  Appeared  Mr. 
George  Crawford,  student,  and  delivered 
a  sermon,  and  was  examined,  by  written 
papers,  in  Hebrew,  Church  History,  and 
■AUaUBT  18T*.  2  A 
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TheologJ,  which  the  presbrtpry  respcc- 
tivelj  anslained,  and  instrocied  ihR  clerk 
ID  eertir;  him  to  ibe  DiTiniiy  Hall.  It 
*ru  nnanimoaslj'  agreed  to  petitioti  Par- 
liament against  the  Chnrch  FatroBHge 
(Scotland)  Bill,  and  in  favour  of  the 
diiestabliBbnieiit  anil  diieDduwment  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  the  petition  to  be 
traaamilted  Eo  Mr.  Ranuaj,  M.P.,  for 
preaentaiion  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  clerk  reported  the  appoiDimenii  of 
preachers  to  Chapel  Street  Church  for 
the  next  quarter.  Mr.  Donaldiou  was 
appointed  moderator  for  the  next  six 
iDODthi.  Next  meeting  is  to  be  held  on 
the  lait  Tneaday  of  September. 

KUmaTTlock.—Tliis  presbytery  met  si 
Kilmarnock  on  the  14th  July — the  Hey. 
Jamea  Patrick,  moderator.  Oranred  the 
request  of  Trinity  Chnrch,  Irvine,  for  a 
SDpply  of  preachers,  with  the  view  of  call- 
ing a  collea(:ua  to  Dr.  Robertson.  Messrs. 
NMhic  and  Wilson,  students  of  the  second 
Tear,aadMr.Wati,stDdentofthe'firstyear, 
liaTing  performed  all  their  prescribed  exer- 
cises to  the  satisfaction  of  the  presbytery, 
ware  certified  to  the  Hall.  Hessra.  John 
Howatson  and  Robert  Paterson,  atadents, 
haviag  pasted  a  saliafactor;  examination 
in  regard  to  personal  piety,  character,  and 
motives,  were  also  certified.  Appointed 
Messrs.  William  Orr,  George  Philp, 
James  Patrick,  James  M.  Copland,  and 
James  L.  Murray,  the  presbytery's  Com- 
mittee on  Statistics  for  the  ensQtag  year- 
Mr.  Patrick,  convener.  Appointed  sick 
supply  to  Gitwinaing  on  llie  fonrtb  Sab- 
bath of  July,  the  second  and  fonrtb 
Sabbaths  of  August,  and  the  first  SaMath 
of  September ;  and  coGtrvun  on  the  fonrlh 
Sabbath  of  July.  Agreed  to  record  rhe 
following  minute  with  reference  to  the 
death  of  the  UteRev.David  Young:  'In 
dropping  from  theirroU  the  name  of  the 
Rev,  Daiid  Young  of  Muirkirk,  the  pres- 
bytery hereby  express  their  deep  sense  of 
the  loss  they  have  sustained  by  the  death 
of  their  brother.  Mr,  Toung  possessed 
excellent  qualities,  by  which  he  was  emi- 
nently fitted  fur  the  work  of  the  ministry. 
He  was  a  faithful,  earnest,  energetic,  and 
eloquent  preiicber  of  the  gospel.  He  bad 
great  influence  among  the  young  people 
ill  the  sphere  of  bis  labour,  was  very 
decided  in  his  opinions,  and  ever  ready  to 
rednce  to  practice  his  conscientious  con- 
victions. His  love  of  liberty,  civil  and 
ecclesinalieal,  and  bis  hatred  of  tyranny  in 
every  form,  were  prominent  features  in  his 
character.  He  was  a  true  friend,  of  an 
obliging  disposition,  had  a  heart  full  of 
sympathy  with  the  distressed,  and  a  band 
ever  open  to  assist  the  needy.  Naturally 
somewhat  domesticated,  not  very  robust 
in  health,  and  his  field  of  labour  being  ia 


quently  amongst  bis  brethren  as  they  conll 
have  wished.  The  presbytery,  however, 
have  the  satisfaction  of  knowiag  that,  dot- 
ing bis  ministry  of  twenty-eight  years  in 
Mairkirk,  Mr.  Young  noblj  upheld  the 
banner  of  truth,  faiibfolly  represented  the 
principles  of  the  denomination,  and  mag- 
nified  his  office  in  a  high  degree.'  Mr. 
Fairgrieve,  convener  of  the  Evangelistic 
Committee,  brought  up  a  list  of  the  eu;- 
gestions  which  had  been  thrown  out  at  the 
conference  of  elders  on  evangelistie  work. 
Remitted  those  to  the  Evangelistic  Com- 
mitee,  with  instmctioos  to  take  them  into 
consideration,  and  bring  them  up  to  next 
meeting  in  a  practical  form,  for  the  goid' 
anee  of  ministers  and  congregaiioni  in 
their  home  mission  work.  Appointed 
next  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  same  place 
on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October. 

Kinross.— This  presbytery  met  at  Mil- 
nathort, on  Tuesday  Tth  Jnly~Rer.  Mr. 
Anderson,  moderator.  A  call  from  the 
congregation  of  Kinross  (Bast)  to  Mr. 
Rohert  Smith,  preacher,  signM  by  93 
members  and  25  adherents,  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  sustained.  The  clerk  was  in- 
structed  to  intimate  the  call  to  Mr.  Smith, 
and  request  his  decision  within  the  usnll 
time.  The  presbytery  then  proceeded  to 
consider  the  Patronage  Abolition  Bill, 
and  after  several  members  had  expiesied 
their  mind  in  regard  to  it,  the  followini 
petition  was  adopted,  and  transmitted  lo 
Mr.  Adam  for  presentation  :  '  That,  ui  the 
opinion  of  your  petitioners,  the  Bill  iolro' 
duced  into  Parliament  to  "  alter  and 
amend  the  Laws  relating  to  the  appoinl- 
ment  of  Ministers  to  Parishes  in  Scotland,'' 
by  making  the  right  of  the  people  to  eliDase 
their  own  pastors  depend  on  a  civil  statute, 
and  bv  enacting  regulations  for  the  eier- 
CISC  01  that  right,  is  a  gross  intniiion  of 
Stale  authorityiuto  the  kingdom  ofCbriH, 
and  as  such  perpetuates  and  makes  nuat 
thorough  the  Erastian  character  of  ihe 
present  Establisbmenr.  That,  iossmncit 
as  it  ignores  the  position  and  claims  of 
those  who  have  been  driven  fniin  lbs 
Established  Chnrch  by  the  exercise  of 
patronage  in  the  past,  and  by  the  iutniaioa 
of  the  State  into  the  domun  of  the  Cburcb, 
and  deals  with  the  national  property  of 
churches,  manses,  glebes,  and  endowment! 
in  the  interest  of  one  class,  the  Bill  is  ran- 
irarv  to  the  fundamental  prindples  ot 
justice.  That,  for  these  and  other  reasotu, 
It  is  vain  to  hope  that  the  proposed 
measure  will  do  anything  towards  le- 
uniting  the  Presbyterians  of  Scotland; 
bnt,  on  the  contrary,  it  still  farther  makes 
it  evident  that  this  can  be  accomplfsked 
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only  b;  diaeiHbliahmeDt  and  diieadow' 

ment.  May  it  therefore  please  jour  bon- 
ounble  Hoase  not  to  pu)  said  Bill  into 
Ian,  but  to  take  inch  steps  u  will  not  only 
Bboliih  patronage,  but  alio  diiealabliab 
and  diaendov  the  Cbnrcb  oF  Scottaad.' 

London.— This   preabjlerj  met  on  the 
"  h  June— Hev.  J.  M,   Erskine  of  ." 


the  congregation  of  Leicester  by  tbe  Ber 
Jamei  Ker.  An  extract  minste  of  ■ 
meeting  of  the  congregation  held  on  tbe 
Tib  June  was  read,  etatiog  tkaC  Ihey 
ETcalt;  regretted  that  the  atate  of  their 
minisler'i  health  rendered  it  neceiaar;  for 
tiim  to  resign  bis  ebarge,  but  in  the  cir- 
camsMncea  agreeing  to  the  diaaolation  of 
ibe  psEioral  tie,  and  stating  that  Messrs. 
Deacen  and  M'Leod  were  apj>ointed  com- 
misiianers  to  the  prcBbjter^.  The  com- 
nisiioners,  who  were  both  present,  wore 
heard,  after  which  Mr.  Ker's  resignation 
nu  accepted  ;  and  the  moderator,  in  feel- 
ing and  suitable  terms,  expressed  the 
rere'  of  the  preabjtery  at  parting  with 
Hr.  Ker,  and  their  earnest  hope  that  he 
maj  soon  be  restored  to  bealtb.  Mr. 
Cannichael  was  appointed  to  preach  in 
leiccalei  on  the  liih  June,  and  declare 
ihs  pulpit  vacant.  The  clerk  slated  that 
hli  attention  had  been  called  to  the  fact 
itiat  in  the  annual  atatiatical  return  tbe 
I'resbytery  of  I.oiidon  i*  represenKd  as 
hiviDg  fewer  memberB  thaa  it  had  last 
isar;  that  being  conrinced  (hat  there  was 
■one  error,  he  bad  examined  the  returns 
frDmcongregntioos  for  tbe  jears  1871-^-3, 
and  that  in  the  return  for  1ST2  one  con- 
pegaiioa  was  stated  to  hare  a  membership 
of  Hi,  whereas  by  a  compnrison  with  the 
preTioos  year  a.sd  tbe  year  foliowing,  it 
vaa  etideat  that  the'  Humber  should  hsTe 
been  Jl! ;  so  (hat  instead  -of  there  being  a 
decrease  of  5  during  the  past  year,  ihAe 
had  really  been  aa  increase  of  IBS.  Dr. 
Bdmond  gave  notice  that  at  next  meeting 
he  Bill  moie  certain  resolutions,  which  he 
lud,  in  reference  to  the  Bill  far  Che  Aboil- 
tioo  of  Patronage  in  tiie  Choreh  of  ScoC- 
Und,  now  before  Paiiiament.  Dr.Edmond 
*>!  aBtboriaed    to    get    the  resolutions 

Stinted  and  circulated  among  the  mcm- 
en  of  presbytery. — The  presbyrerj  met 
again  on  tbe  Hth  of  July— Bcv.  G,  B. 
Cut  o[  SilTCrhill,  Hastings,  modera'or. 
A  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  Macfarlane, 
staling  that  in  couseqnence  of  illness  lie 
coald  not  be  present  at  the  meeting  of 
pfeshjteiy,  and  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
w  medical  adviser  that  he  would  not  be 
a  preach  for  six  months.  The 
■    ■      their 


sympathy  with  him,  and  their  hope  that 
by  Qod's  blessing  on  the  means  nsed  bis 
recorery  may  be  more  speedy  than  was  at 
first  aniicipated.  A  forai  of  application 
for  an  annuity  from  the  Aged  and  Inlirni 
Ministers'  Fund,  by  the  Bev.  James  Eer, 
late  of  Leicester,  wai  transmitted  to  the 
Home  Committee,  with  the  hearty  recom- 
mendaiioit  of  the  presbytery.  Messrs. 
Malcolm  and  Wales,  a  deputation  from  the 
Missionary  Committee  of  Park  Church, 
Highbury,  were  present,  and  staled  that 
the  new  roissiou  premises  in  Ha r rev 
Street,  Hyde  Bond,  Hoxton,  which  have 
been  erected  by  the  congregation  of  Park 
Charch  at  a  cost  of  £3000,  are  to  be 
opened  free  of  debt  on  the  17lb  of  July ; 
and  that  on  tbe  following  Monday  evening 
a  public  meeting  is  to  be  held,  to  which 
they  invited  the  presbytery.  The  presby- 
tery accepted  the  invitation  for  such  of 
their  number  as  could  be  present,  and  tha 
moderator  was  appointed  to  give  an  ad- 
dress at  the  meetiiig.  According  to  notice 
given,  Mr.  Balgamie  moved  iJiat  a  Freaby* 
letial  Church  Extension  Cumiliiltee  be 
appointed.  The  motion  was  not  seconded, 
andafter  someconveiaationMr.  Balgamie 
gava  notice  that  at  the  meeting  of  preabj- 
cery  in  September  he  will  move  thai  ihia 
presbytery   overture  the  English  Synod 


lowing  motion,  of  which  notice  had  been 
given  by  Mr,  Carmicbael,  was  adopted : 
*  Tbat  wiib  a  view  to  overlaring  the  Eng- 
lish Synod,  the  presbytery  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  what,  if  any,  additional 
power  abould  be  conferred  on  tbe  i^ynod 
in  England.'  The  following  lesolnlions 
regardinfc  the  Patronage  Bill  now  before 
Parliament  were  moved  by  Dr.  Edmond 
and  unanimously  adopied  : — '  1.  Tbat  the 
Charch  now  represented  by  Che  United 
Presbyterian  Synod,  of  which  this  presby- 
tery is  a  constituent  part,  has  from  the 
first,  and  all  along,  contended  for  and 
maintained  tbe  right  of  the  Christian 
people,  in  every  aciipturally -con ducted 
Church,  freely  to  elect  their  own  pastors. 
3.  That  in  so  far  as  the  Christian  people 
within  the  eommunity  comwoaly  known 
aa  Che  Established  Church  of  Scotland 
are  now  desirous  of  obtaining  for  them- 
selves freedom  to  exercise  this  right, 
they  are  seeking  what  is  in  itself  ''a 
good  thing" — a  thing,  indeed,  wbicb  as 
their  privilege  and  duly  by  New  Testa- 
ment law,  they  abonld  never  have  con- 
sented to  surrender  li]  any  civil  aulhoricy. 
3.  Tbat,  however,  in  respect  to  tbe  de- 
clared readiness  of  tbe  General  Assembly 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland  to  accept  from 
Ooremment  a  measure  which  proposes  to 
'transfer   from   the  hands  of  the  Crown 
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or  civic  corporatron 
pBtronf,  to  ihoae  of 
gregsiioQi,  the  power  of  nominating  to 
parocliisl  pastoratea  or  beneficei,  thii  ii 
clear — that  if  the  Gbristian  people  of  the 
EsMbliehmenl  claim  this  power  as  aome' 
thing  beged  on  New  Teatament  aathorii;, 
thej  must  achnowledge  thai  they  hare 
long  ainfuHj  mbmilled  lo  be  deprired  of 
a  ipiritual  privilege  bj  human  law;  and 
that  now  thev  are  consenting  to  take  from 
seenlar  legialaiion  what  belongs  to  Cfaris- 
liaD  Cburchei  of  diTJae  rl^^ht.  *.  That 
otherwiae  they  mnit  contess  that  the 
power  propoaed  to  be  conferred  bj  the 
GovemmeDt  meaeara  is  no  Chritlian  pri- 
vitege  or  right  at  all,  but  aimpl y  a  political 
boon  or  doie^a  view.  Indeed,  of  the  actnal 
case  which  must  he  the  true  one,  seeing 
that  the  thing  transferred,  hitherto  called 
patronHgp,  is  treated  in  the  Bill  as  a 
marketablG  commodily,  the  loss  of  which, 
if  present  private  possessors  should  desire 
ii,  must  be  compensated  with  money, 
thongh,  at  the  same  lime,  the  nation,  as 
represented  by  the  Crown,  is  constrained 
to  the  geoerosily  of  jieliling  up  its  right 
without  fee  or  reward.  5.  That  do  Church 
claiming  to  be  national,  and  which,  at 
BDch,  is  established  by  law,  having  endow- 
ments from  national  property,  with  legis- 
lative recognition  and  sanction  as  a  State 

to  the  divine  right  of  the  election  of  pastors 
by  Chriatian  congregations,  with  that  which 
is  Bostained  by  free  Chnrches,  6.  That 
in  the  present  condition  of  ecclesiastical 
communities  in  Scotland,  the  Church 
known  as  the  Establishment  can  only  be 
regarded  aa  one  of  several  denomination  a, 
thoogh  distingaished  from  the  rest  by  the 
favour  of  the  Slate;  while  the  abolition  of 
the  Uw  of  patronage  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed by  the  Government  meaiare  will 
still  more  distinctly,  and  by  authority, 
Etamp  and  exhibit  aa  a  mere  sect  what 
will  still  claim  to  be  regarded  aa  a  national 
institution,  and  continue  to  enjoy  national 
support.  7.  That  the  United  Presbyterian 
Chnrch,  to  which  this  presbytery  belongs, 
itself  long  free  from  legal  bonds  by  having 
been  led  to  pay  the  simple  price  of  eman- 
dpation  from  State  control,  by  relinquish- 
ing Btate  support,  may  well  claim  lo  be 
respectfully  heard  when  pointing  oot  to 
Christian  brethren  in  the  EstabiishDient 
this  straight,  sdre,  and  "more  excellent 
way"  to  liberty,  B.  That,  on  (he  other 
band,  this  presbytery  cannot  but  feet  that 
the  continuance  of  support  out  of  national 
funds,  to  a  Church  resolved  by  legislative 
enactment  into  a  mere  denomination, 
would  he  the  infliction  of  aggravated  iti- 
justice  on  all  unendowed  Cbnrches,  and 
on  the  nstion  at  large.     9.  That  the  only 


the  ecclesiastical  • 
Scotland,  is  to  withdraw  its  hand  alto- 
gether from  intermeddling  with  icligiou 
beliefs,  leaving,  the  truth  to  win  accrpl- 
ancB  by  its  own  inherent  power  ;  Chcrchti 
of  every  name  looking  for  their  establieli- 
ment  to  the  favour  of  the  King  of  kings, 
and  for  snpport  to  the  free  operation  uf 
Christian  liberality.'  The  Bill  having  oti 
the  previous  evening  been  read  a  seconrl 
time  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  there- 
fore likely  soon  to  pass  into  law.  Dr.  Ed- 
mond  moved  another  resolution,  whicli 
was  also  Dnnnimoasly  adopted  :  '10.  Tbst 
Bs  it  now  appears  probable  that  the  Goveni- 
ment  measure  will  tliis  session  pasa  into 
law,  it  will  become  all  members  of  free 
Churches  and  the  general  community  to 
call  for,  in  the  interest  of  equity,  union, 
and  peace,  a  further  measure  of  dieeslab- 
lishment  and  disendow  ment.'  Mr.  Willi'm 
Armstrong,  student,  was  certified  lo  ihe 
Hall,  to  begin  the  studies  of  his  first  year. 

^tmeattU.  —  This  prcBbjIery  met  >l 
RedcBT  on  Thursdav,  Sd  July,  for  the 
ordination  of  Mr.  John  Clark,  M.A..  to 
the  pastoral  charge  of  the  congregation 
recently  formed  in  this  popular  Yorksbire 
watering-place — the  Itev.  J.  Milligan  ai 
Houghton-le- Spring,  moderator  for  the 
dsy.  The  Bevs.  John  Clark,  Ahemeltiy, 
and  A.  Pettigrew,  Balbeggie,  being  pre- 
sent, were  invited  to  correspond.  The 
aerroon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  A- 
Wilson,  North  Uiddleton.  Thereafter 
the  Rev.  J.  Milliaan  put  the  questions  of 
the  Formula,  and  delivered  the  charge  m 
Mr.  Clark,  and  the  Rer.  T.  Bods  of  Crook 
addressed  the  congregation.  Messrs.  B. 
Stewart,  J.  Gray,  and  W.Lawrie,  studetil», 
having  given  all  their  prescribed  enerci^e!, 
were  certified  to  the  Divinity  Hall^Mr. 
Stewart  as  a  student  of  the  fourth  jeir, 
and  Messrs.  Gray  and  Lawrie  as  itnaeat! 
of  the  second  year. 

Pertft.— This  presbytery  met  on  the  H 
Jane.  It  wu  intimated  that  Mecsra. 
George  Smart  and  Williaiu  Salmond, 
members  of  (he  North  Congregatioo,Pertli, 
intend  to  offer  themselves  as  candidates 
for  admission  into  the  Hall ,-  and  that  Mr. 
Marshall  Lnndie,  of  the  North  Congregi- 
tion,  Auchterardet,  is  to  renew  his  appli- 
cation fortbe  Baikle  Scholarship  held  br 
him.  It  was  agreed  to  hear  the  aisconrsM 
of  the  students  under  the  care  of  the  piei- 
hytory  at  next  meeting,  and  the  necesMr; 
arrangements  therefore  were  made.  A 
letter  was  read  from  the  secretary  of  the 
Scholarship  Committee  anent  the  exainin>- 
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The  Cammitlee  on  Sjnodical  E 
rir-appointed  —  Mr.  Sutherland, 
The  UisestablialimeQi  Commiuee  reported 
■  draft  or  petition  agaiaal  tbe  PulionagG 
Ahotiiion  Bill,  which  the  preab^ter^ 
adopted,  and  agreed  to  reqaeaE  the 
BoDDnrable  Arthur  Kinoaird,  M. P.  fur  the 
cii]'  of  I'ertb,  to  present  it  to  the  House  of 
CummoDs. — Thia  presbytery  met  again  on 
lilt  Tlh  July.  The  clerk  repurted  that  he 
had  receiTcd  from  Mr.  Tbin,  bookacller, 
EJinbarifh,  for  the  iise  of  the  presbytery 
in  tnperiii tending  ita  alndenta,  a  copy  of 
ffodge'a  Theology.  The  congregation  of 
Uviealmood  peiitioaed  for  a  moder&tion, 
and  Mr.  Nelson  wna  appointed  to  moderate 
in  a  cill  there  on  the  31sc  cnrt.  The  com' 
mines  on  the  examination  for  the  Uoney 
lliriiTieG  reported,  and  after  conTerBation 
ii  <ras  agreed  to  continue  the  committee, 
10  mike  a  final  revision  of  the  whole  rulca 
loT  the  administration  of  said  bnrsariea, 
liking  the  benefit  of  the  views  now  ex- 
preiMd  bj  the  membarl  of  presbytery, 
iTid  to  report  to  next  meeting.  Meisra. 
Bldck,  Bajne,  and  Sillara  delivered  tbe 
liiiooursea  assigned  them,  which  the  pres- 
hiterj  criticiaed  and  sustained,  and 
enuiiraged  the  etudente  to  prosecute  their 
Eiodiea.  Messrs.  Smart  and  Salmond, 
tH.didales  for  the  Hall,  were  esamined  on 
tiirir  personal  piety  and  their  motives  for 
dtiiringtostudy  for  the  Christian  minisirr, 
•nd  the  examination  was  sustained.  Tlie 
Hill  meeting  of  presbytery  was  appointed 
10  be  held  on  tbe  1 1th  Anguat. 


George  Sqwire,  Qrtenock.—li.t.   J.   B. 

Thornton,  ordained  S3d  June. 

Bo'nete. — Ur.  Bamuel  Sleath,  ordained 
SSd  June. 

Kingtkettk-  —  Mr.  William  Tees, 
preacber,  ordained  7tb  July. 

INDDCTIOH. 

Parkhead,  Ola»gov.~The  Bev.  Wil- 
liam  Young,  A.M.,  late  of  Lillietleaf,  ia- 
dacted  30tL  June. 


K'.nroig  (Eaet)-  —  Mr.  Robert  Smith, 
m!U  S9th  Jsne. 

flope  Park.  St.  Andreu/e.—^ir.  Daniel 
M'Clein,  A.M.,  preacher,  catted  June 
2Sih. 

Jnekerarder   (ifortW.— Mr.  Paierson, 

AUoa  ((Tegrt,— Mr.  William  Morison, 
filled. 

AlUm  (^Toumhead).  —  Mr.  Duniel 
MClean,  called  13lh  July. 

OilUapU  Church,  Dunfermline.  —  Mr. 
Diniel  H-Clean,  A.M.,  c.illed  13ih  July. 

fleiftst— Mr.  Robert  Smith,  prencb'er, 
GI"saow,  called. 

Sfilh.  —  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Macfarlane, 
pfeieher,  Glasgow,  called  6tb  July. 


Oa  18th  Jnne,  the  University  of  New 
lurk  conferred  the  degree  of  D.i).  on 
lie'.  William  Beid,  senior  pastor  of 
Loihim  Koad  Church,  Edinburgh. 


Thb  Bev.  R.  J.  Brvce,  LL.D.,  Belfast, 
completed  the  fiftielh  year  of  his  miniatrir 
on  the  21at  of  April  last.  Arrangemeots 
for  celebrating  the  event  On  tbe  inieresl- 
ing  anniversary  were  in  progress,  when  it 
was  annonncfd  that  the  ^jnod'a  Commit- 
tee on  UnioninlreUnd  would  on  that  day 
meet  in  Belfast,  and  it  was  resolved  to 
defer  its  celebration  till  the  23d  of  June. 
On  the  evening  of  that  day  a  soiree  was 
held  in  the  church  in  hononr  of  tbe  occa- 
sion. The  Rev.  James  Stevenson,  Dublin, 
presided,  and  discharged  tbe  duties  of  the 
chair  in  the  happiest  manner.  After  an 
opening  address,  in  which  he  referred  at 
length  to  the  high  attainments,  sterling 
qualities,  ond  varied  services  of  Dr.  Bryee, 
he  called  on  the  Rev.  Walter  Bucban, 
Boveedj,  who  presented  an  address  of  con- 
gratulation from  the  presbytery,  together 
with  a  purse  of  sovereigns  on  a  salver 
bearing  the  inscription  :  'Presented  to  the 
Bev.  R.  J.  Brjce,  LL.D.,  with  a  purse  of 
sovereigns,  from  the  United  Presbyterian 
Presbytery  of  Ireland  and  other  Iriends, 
on  the  occasion  of  his  jubilee,  S3d  June 
1874.'    Dr.  Bryce  replied  as  follows  :— 

'  My  dear  Brethren, — I  thank  ^on 
warmly  for  your  very  kind  congratulations 
on  the  completion  of  (he  fiftieth  year  of 
mj  pastorate  in  this  congregation.  The 
occasion  awakens  very  mingled  feelingn. 
It  awakens  gratitude  to  Qod  for  tbe  many 
mercies  and  blessings  of  the  past.  It 
awakens  the  very  solemn  reflfctiou  that 
my  day  of  service  cannot  now  be  l™g  ;  it 
reminds  me  that  I  must  not  presume  upon 
the  exceptional  health  and  vigour  which 
1  graciously ct     '       =-    —-   ---■ 


calls  ( 


1  the 


s.  Butof  all  the  feelings  awakened 
hytbe  retrospect  of  ibesa  fifty  jaars,  the 
deepest  and  strongest  is  the  bumbling 
thought  how  little  I  have  done,  and  how 
very  imperfectly  most  of  that  little  has 
been  performed. 
'  I  thank  yoD  for  the  kind  term*  in  whkh 
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7(ia  refer  to  my  liavJDg  entered  on  t^is 
miniBlry  io  connection  witb  a  small  and 
despised  remnant,  wlto  more  tbnn  sixtj 
years  ago  atood  Tortb  to  tsstiff  againat  the 
newlj -imposed  tenna  of  Segimn  Do»tim 
as  an  invaaion  of  the  kinKly  rigbta  of 
Christ.  But  I  must  diaclatm  all  merit 
for  that  step, — neceaaitf  was  laid  upon 
me.  I  dared  not  disregard  the  cry  that 
came  to  me  from  six  little  bsodrnls  of 
ttaoae  heroic  trilnesaes  who  had,  among 
ihem  all,  only  tbs  laboart  of  one  minister 
and  one-third  of  the  Uboora  of  another. 
I  conld  not  resist  the  entreaties  and  re- 
monstrances of  inj  friend  and  fellow- 
smdent,  the  late  Dr.  M'Intjre,  who  was 
already  engaged  in  the  ardaous  work  of 
ministering  to  sis  eongregationa  scattered 
over  a  space  of  Klly  miles  in  length  and 
twenty  miles  in  breadth.  So  I  consented 
to  be  lieenaed  as  a  preacher :  I  did  so  with 
fear  and  trembling;  and  well  I  might,  for 
I  had  not  completed  my  nineteenth  year. 
'  Round  thoan.six  eongregationa  1  joor- 
neyed  for  six  years  and  a  half,  till  cTents 
occurred  wbich  made  me  feel  it  my  dn'y 


pressed  wish  of  the  people  of  Belfast,  that 
I  should  become  tbeir  minister.  I  knew 
the  income  ther  could  give  me  woald  be 
altogether  insufficient  to  support  me,  but  I 
trusted  (o  suppiement  it  in  some  wav  or 
another.  A  day  or  two  afterwards  I 
heard  that  a  mastership  in  the  Belfast 
Acadeniy  bad  become  vaeant.  At  anch  a 
moment  this  seemed  a  special  proridence 
smoothing  and  clearing  my  way:  perhaps 
it  was,  on  the  contrary,  a  trial  of  my  faith, 
wbich  my  faith  was  too  weak  to  stand.  I 
applied  for  the  vacant  place,  and  was  at 
once  appointed. 

'Often  during  the  last  thirty  years  I  have 
sorely  blamed  myself  for  tbJs  step.  It  led 
to  my  being  so  mixed  up  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  property  of  an  important 
public  seminary,  that  in  1846,  and  sgain  in 

give  myself  wholly  to  Che  work  of  the 
ministry,  I  found  I  could  not  do  so  legally 
nor  without  dishonour.  Yet  I  believe 
that  my  error,  if  it  waa  an  error,  has  in 
several  lespecta  been  overruled  for  good. 
To  one  case  of  this  yon  alluded,  when  you 
spoke  in  such  flattering  terms  of  the  share 
I  had  in  resisting  the  attempts  of  a  power- 
ful hiecarchy  to  propagate  their  own 
system,  at  the  public  expense,  by  a  costly 
educational  machinery  exclusively  under 
tbeir  own  control.  If  I  have  rendered  any 
effectnal  service  in  this  and  other  im- 
portant public  matters,  it  has  been  because 
the  efforts  for  the  improvement  of  ednca- 
tion,  which,  as  head  of  a  public  educa- 
tional institution,  I  felt  it  my  duty   to 


make,  made  me  known  and  gave  me 
Inflaence  in  qoarters  to  which,  in  a  more 
private  position,  I  conld  scarcely  have  had 

*  But  the  part  of  yotir  address  wlieli 
affects  me  most  is  that  in  wbich  you  speik, 
in  terms  so  br  above  my  deserts,  of  my 
work  as  a  minister.  It  is  tme  I  baie 
been  enabled,  almost  withoat  exceptioa, 
to  adhere  to  the  rule  I  laid  down  for  my- 
self in  the  first  or  second  year  after  I  was 
licensed — never  to  come  down  from  the 
pulpit  without  offering  Christ  to  siunere; 
It  is  tnie,  as  yon  have  stated,  that  in  God's 
goodness  I  have  been  permitted  lo  see 
tome  cheering    fruits 


i  that, 


neduc 


I  have  reason  to  hope  I  have  ii 
cases  been  made  an  instrument  of  leading 
^oungsonla  lo  the  Redeemer;  bat,  look- 
ing back  on  the  errors  and  sbortcominps 
of  that  half  centnry,  1  eannot  look  up  to 
my  Master  without  exclaiming,  in  ibe 
words  ofths  patriarch,^"!  am-onnortlij 
of  the  least  of  all  tbe  mercies  and  all  the 
truth  which  Thou  hast  bhowed  unto  Thj 
servant." 

'I  accept,  with  warmest  thanks,  ibil 
bean^fnl  permanent  iseraorial  ot  yoer 
kind  regard,  and  ita  valuable  accompani- 
ment;  and  beg  to  assure  yon  that  I  sm 
TODrfatlbful  and  affectionate  fiiend  and 
brother  in  Christ, 

'  R.  J.  Bhtce.' 

An  address  was  then  presented  from 
tbe  congregation,  logeiber  with  a  Iksd- 
tifal  timepiece;  and  in  reply  to  tliil 
address  Ur.  Bryce  said  : — 

'My  dear  Friends  and  Brethren,— From 
my  inmost  heart  I  thank  you  for  josr 
aSectiouate  address,  for  your  congratols- 
tious  on  my  being  apared  Co  see  the  jabilte 
of  my  ministry,  andfor  your  kind  but  too 
favourable  testimony  to  the  charactet  of 

cause  chat  which  in  weakness  I  aimed  at 
doing,  you  indulgently  apeak  of  as  if  Ibid 
performed  it.  In  entering  oo  mj  ministry, 
yon,  in  tbe  apostle' 
.  .  Thapa,  to  yi 
determined  not  to  ki 

yon  save  Jesus  Christand  Hi 

and  I  have  striven  to  Carry  out  chat  de- 
termination in  all  parte  of  my  pastorsl 
work.  Thnafar.andonlv  thus  for,! accept 
the  acknowledgments  which  your  affection 
has  dictated.  On  other  poinu,  joui  words 
call  up  an  overwhelming  sense  of  ihori- 
coming. 

'  But,  while  the  gratification  aifarded  m 
by  your  kind  expressions  towards  myself 
ia  checked  by  a  painfnl  sense  of  unitonlii- 
ness,  your  reference  to  my  father  gives  m* 
unmixed  pleasure.  Ton  have  correctly 
stated  the  principle  of  his  testimoDy  sod 


perhaps,  to  your  fathers, — that  "I 
"      '  anything  amoon 
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hit  teaching.  Modern  TolnnUrjiBin  con- 
■lemna  Slate  support  to  teligion  ai  nnjasc 
to  man :  be  rejected  it  at  disbononriaji  to 
God.  He  alwaTS  tangbt  that  Cbrist  i«  not 
ontr  King  aod  Head  of  the  Church,  but  of 
right  King  of  nationa  alio ;  and  ho  de- 
lighted to  dwell  DQ  the  propbeciea  which 
tell  that  the  kingdom*  of  Chii  world  are 
one  daj  to  "  became  odt  Lord's  end  Uii 
Chriat's;"  bnt  be  aav  that  the  kingdoms 
■Dd  their  ruler*  bare  been  in  rebellion 
sgunst  Him  from  the  beginning,  and  chat 
"  the  prince  of  this  world  "  ii  a  vet?  dif- 
ferent personage  from  Jegus  the  Son  of 
God.  WhenUr.  DaS;  twoortbreeTear* 
a^a,  in  a  debate  on  nnion,  showed  the 
Free  Cborch  Assemblj  thai  Chriai  is  King 
iif  nations  de  jure  bnt  not  d«  facto  as  jet, 
he  onl;  tanght  them  irbat  you  and  I  had 
been  UDght  more  than  hslf  a  cenlurj' 
tierure-,  a  truth  which  condemns  utterly 
"the  principle  of  an  eatabliahmenc,"  and 
Bhowg  that  a  loyal  Church  cannot  be  be- 
holden to  the  "kings  of  the  earth"  fur 
anjthiotr,  "  from  a  (bread  to  a  shoe 
laichet."  The  argument  against  civil 
ealablisbmenta  of  religion,  that  they  are 
jtolitically  unjust,  mj  lather  left  to  poli- 
ticiani.  His  argument  waa,  that  Ihej  are  a 
practical  denial  of  Ciiriat's  bcadahip  over 
the  nations,  of  His  title  to  that  throne  to 
which  "God  hath  exalted  Him  "  becauae 
"He  bumbled  Hioiaelf,  and  became  obe- 
dient unto  death,  eren  tbe  death  of  the 
croia."  For  nothing  can  be  more  abaord 
than  tbe  notion  that  our  civil  eatHbliah- 
menlB  of  religion  are  an  homage  lo  Christ 
«8  King  of  nations;  they  are  the  very 
opposite.  In  them  the  kinga  of  the  nationa 
not  only  diaonn  Christ's  authority  over 
IhemaelvCB,  bnt  asanme  authority  over 
Him,  legislate  for  Hia  Church,  and  con- 
trol the  administration  of  her  affairs. 
'You  have  said  truly  "that  oar  princi- 

Elei  are  now  in  the  ascendant ;"  bat  they 
aie  not  yet  reached  their  eulminating 
point.  Statesmen  all  over  Christendom 
have  begun  to  see  the  political  wrong 
of  ealablishnients,  and  have  began  10 
fulfil  ibe  prophecy  of  Hevelation  Bvii, 
16;  but  neither  they  nor  (alas!)  tbe 
Churches  have  ss  yet  seen  the  essential 
^nfalnesB  of  their  connection.  Many  of 
God's  best  saints  still  linger  in  the  State- 
nded  Chnrchea,  and  even  Charchea  that 
long  ago  at  great  cost  freed  ihemselvea 
from  State  role  complain  far  more  of  "  the 
■polling  of  their  goods,"  which  they  onght 
'intake  joyfully,"  than  of  the  affront 
offered  to  their  Savioar's  crown. 

'You  refer  to  the  worldly  prospects  I 
lacrificed  in  attaching  myself,  during  what 
fou  justly  call  a  day  of  rebuke  and  bias- 


fathers  of  this  presbytery, 
affect  lo  make  tight  of  that  sacrifice,  nor 
of  the  wrongs  I  have  bad  since  lo  endure. 
But  tbe  credit  you  kindly  gave  me  for  this 
J  cannot  take  lo  myself.  I  conld  not 
have  done  otherwise  without  forfeiting  my 
boDourand  violating  my  conscience.  And 
after  all,  I  have  no  cause  to  complain. 
My  sacrifices  were  far  smaller  than  those 
of  tbe  men  who  entered  the  field  before 
me;  and  the  gracioLis  Master  who  sus- 
tained me  through  life  has,  in  wondrous 
ways  of  His  own,  provided  for  my  old  age 
a  small  competence — all  that  I  require, 
and  far  more  than  I  deserve. 

'  I  thank  you  for  your  recognition  of  the 
part  I  look  in  the  emancipation  of  Pro- 
testant Dissenters  from  certain onpresaivs 
and  insulting  provisiona  in  the  Marriage 
Act  of  1B44.  And  if,  as  you  say,  my  exer- 
that  arduous  atruggle  have 


It  for  n 


fought.      You  justly   t 

others  who  bore  a  pari  with  me  in  that 

as  prominent  among  them,  the  liev.  James 
Bain,  whom  I  am  happy  to  eee  present ; 
the  late  Bev.  Robert  Wallace,  whose  un- 
timely death  was  so  widely  and  deservedly 
lamented ;  and  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Mackay, 
wbo,  in  God's  goodnese,  will,  T  hope,  be 
long  preserved  to  bis  Church  and  hia 
conntry.  And  I  must  acknowledge  our 
special  obligations  to  tbe  Rev.  John 
Macnaughtan  and  the  Ber.  J.  Scott 
Porter,  wbo,  though  belonging  lo  denomi- 
nations not  aggrieved  by  the  law  we 
sought  to  amend,  laboured  most  assida- 
ously  along  with  us,  from  a  generous 
sympathy  with  our  wrongs. 

'I  accept,  with  warmest  thanks,  your 
beautiful  timepiece.  It  shall  stand  on  my 
library  mantel-piece,  end  will  often  remind 
me  of  this  delightfol  evening,  and  of  tbe 
kind  partiality  and  affection  which  have 
prompted  the  gift,  while  it  will  awaken 
solemn  memories  of  the  departed,  and  of 
the  chequered  post  to  which  those  memo- 
ries belong. 

'With  constant  prayers  for  your  apiritnsi 

and  outward  happiness  and  prosperity,  as 

individoals,  as  families,  and  as  a  Church, 

I  am,  your  affectionate  friend  and  pastor, 

'  R.  J.  Bbicb." 

The  meeting  was  afterwards  addressed, 
and  hearty  congratulations  offered  to  Dr. 
"ryce,    by    brethren    of   the    Reformed 


Presbyterisn.  Eastern  Reformrd  Presby 
terian,  and  Congregational  Churcl"--  ■-■ 
by  the  minicters  of  the  presbytery, 
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Dkmvert  abd  Deyklipmbbt  op  Chris- 
riiN  DOCTHISE.  The  Fifth  Serii-a  of 
the  CuiiniiiphaTD  Lectures.  Bj  Kdbebt 
llilNY,  D.n.,  Principal  Of  the  New 
College,  Edinburgh. 

Ertinboreli ,  T,  A  T.  Cl»rt  187*. 
8tR  Walteb  Scott,  in  one  of  the  gratidest 
of  his  historicHl  romancei,  describes  a  cha- 
racter who  got  the  unfortunate  name  of 
'  the  Unreadj.'  Principal  Hainy  has  won 
for  himself  ati  epithet  of  enlirelj  an  oppo- 
Hite  Itind.  His  motto  seems  10  be  Semper 
jmralvs — ready,  Bye  ready,  fur  any  '  enter- 
prise ofpilh  and  moment.'  When  the  Dean 
of  Westminster  came  down  to  onr  metro- 
polis to  instrncc  us  as  to  our  ecclestagtical 
lja«ition  and  traditions,  nnd  in  the  kind- 
liest way  possible  Tcntilated  views  drawn 
rather  from  bis  own  vivid  imnginaiion  than 
BoluT  fact,  Dr.  Rainy  at  once  aiepped  into 
the  arena,  and  set  forth  a  serrated  array 
of  facts  and  arguments,  with  a  prompii- 
lude  and  power  which  excited  greateiit 
Hdmiration.  Often  in  the  coarse  of  the 
controrersies  which  in  recent  years  were 
i-arried  on  in  his  own  Church  faas  be  at  once 
i)roaght  into  action,  with  msrcelions  tITeel, 
the  resources  of  a  powerful  and  well-stored 
mind.  And  recently,  when  the  'minister, 
distinKulshed  alike  as  a  srndent  and  a 
preacher,"  to  whom  the  Canningham  Lec- 
ture vas  allotted,  wtis  'unfortunately  pre- 
vented by  circnmstsnces  from  executing 
his  task,'  Dr.  Rainy  was  called  to  fill  the 
vacant  place,  and  the  result  is  the  admir- 
able volume  now  before  ui. 

No  one  can  intelligently  read  these 
lectures  without  being  struck  with  the 
i:rasp  of  roind,  the  width  of  vision  and 
lireaier  width  of  sympathy,  the  extent  of 
I'arning  and  earnestness  of  purpose  which 
ihey  diajilay.  Dr.  Bainy  writes  not  only 
IIS  a  liarned  theologian,  but  a  sincerely 
Chrisiian  man  j  not  as  one  who  is  engaged 
in  mere  intelleeiDiil  exercilalion,  but  as 
one  who  is  wriiing  on  a  iheoie  in  which 
he  is  deeply  and  personally  in  ten  sicd;  and 
therefore  the  volume  is  pervaded  not  only 
hy  profound  thought,  but  fervent  (and yet, 
as  is  meet),  rightly  rcgnlaied  feeling. 

In  the  first  lecture,  which  is  partly 
preliminary  and  explanatory,  Dr.  Kainy 
notices  the  diffeTeni  attitudes  which  dif- 
ferent orders  of  mind  naturally  take  in 
reference  to  doctrine, — one  inclining  to 
1^ arrow  and  aulhontfltive  affirmations, 
another  preferring  to  leave  everything  un- 
determined. The  difl'rrcnl  poiiiions  of 
Popiiih  and  Protestant  Churches  are  also 
!-ketched,  and  the  process  indicated  by 
which  we  have  reached  a  stale  of  things 
in  which  there  is  macb  indifference  aud 


-'  Thoi 


»  iD' 


have  in  view  are  not  to  be  referred  tc 
class ;  they  do  not  occupy  one  position. 
Bume  have  no  dogmatic  prepos«essiona ; 
■ome  are  prepossessed  against  all  doc- 
trine ;  some  retuin  Christian  beliefs,  but 
r-'ject  most  of  the  formal  doctrines  as  com- 
monly laid  down  bj  Chrisiian  Charcbei ; 
some  of  them  regard  Christianity  as  a 
mistake;  some  accept  of  the  teaching  of 
Jesus,  but  not  that  of  His  followers  ;  some 
desire  to  abide  by  the  Bible,  but  renonnce 
the  theologians  and  theirsystems;  some 
raise  no  dispute  with  the  teaching  of  thdr 
Church,  bat  feel  a  stronger  interest  in  the 
philiiEophy  of  history  than  in  the  pole- 
mical merits  of  debated  questions.  Men 
of  ail  these  types  take  up  doctrine  simply 
as  one  chapter — a  large  chapter — in  liie 
history  of  the  human  mind.' 

Having  slated  that  of  necessity  he  mast 
deal  not  so  much  with  the  matter  as  the 
form  of  doctrine,   be   thus  indicates  the 

Eosition  he  means  to  occupy,  and  the  spirit 
e  wishes  to  cherish,  in  the  prosecution  of 
his  task.  '  I  speak  from  the  position  of  a 
disciple  of  the  Refotmed  theology,  and  I 
will  frankly  make  tho  asaumplion  wliitli 
that  position  implies,  whenever  I  hive 
occasion.  This  is  not  only  expedient, 
with  a  view  to  avoid  circnmlocntion ;  it  it 
necessary  to  avoid  a  disguise  which  woul^r 
be  disingenuous.  The  views  ithich  I  am 
to  present  on  the  somewhat  abstract  and 
formal  topics  I  have  specified,  ate  pre- 
sented as  views  which  might  approve 
themselves  to  those  who  share  my  ovn 
position  with  reference  to  the  maieriil 
questions  of  theology.  They  appesr  to 
me  to  be  coherent  and  credible,  viBTid 
from  that  position,  and  to  supply  a  reason- 
able solution  for  questions  which  men  ill 
that  position  have  to  answer.  If,  in  sddi- 
tion,  they  are  abla  to  commend  ibemselrei 
to  atiy  of  those  who  occupy  olher  posi- 
tions, so  much  the  better.'  In  ibis  spirit 
of  mingled  fidelity  and  charity  our  author 
pursues  his  arduoun  way.  The  field  to  be 
traversed  is  so  vast,  that  little  space  is 
allowed  lor  mere  illustration  ;  but  the 
arrangement  is  so  orderly,  the  siatcmenis 
to  clear,  and  the  arguments  so  forcible, 
that  yon  are  carried  irresistibly  forward, 
and  arc  never  at  a  loss  to  determine  uliil 
is  meant  to  be  set  forth. 

In  lecture  second,  we  are  introduced  ca 
tha  delivery  of  doctrine  in  the  Old  TcHs- 
ment.  Mere  it  is  shown  that  doctrine  is 
revealed  progressively,  hut  not  so  mDclL 
as  doGirine  as  fact.      'The  facts  of  to- 
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da}','  lafs  Jnoitu^  '  beeonie  ibe  doe* 
irinea  of  to-moTrow.'  The  binorr  ofOixl'i 
deatinga  U  giien,  and  the  doclrine  ariMi 
oul  of  tbe  bUtorf.  la  lecture  third,  it  ii 
further  let  forth  that  the  aame  procew  ia 
(ibsenred,  though  witli  >  difference,  in  tbe 
Neo  Testftment.  And  theo  it  id  concluded 
tfaat  after  the  htitorical   repreaentHtiani 

S'ven  ia  tbe  Old  and  the  eartier  part  of  ibi 
ew  Texlameata,  the  lacred  ntitera  were 

.in  a  positioD  to  give  doctrine,  as  unch,  a 
more  format  place,  and  to  set  ii  forth  in 

a  more  sjatematic  manner.  The  Kpistlei 
form  a  tilting  Beqael  to  tbe  liibtories  and 
biographies  by  which  they  are  prectdi.d. 
In  theo]  ihe  principles  that  had  been  em- 
liodied  in  God'a  dealiaga  with  men  and 
■lationH  were  promulgated  and  arranged  ai 
priacipicB  to  be  believed  and  acted  on.  God 
taught  men  bj  examples,  b;  discipline,  b; 
facta ;  and  when  iheae  bad  done  their 
part,  He  sdranced  to  tbe  more  abstract 
and  symematic  form  which  appears  in  the 
iCpisiles. 

In  lecture  fourth,  'the  fanclion  of  the 
Christian  mind  with  reference  to  doctrine' 
is  discussed  ;  and  on  this  subject  it  ia  ob- 
served :  '  We  shall  do  well  lu  remember 
thai  the  proper  organ  supposed  tu  be  en- 
guged  in  searching  the  Scriptures,  with  a 


tbe  fanner,  who  had  no  proper  qnalifica- 
tioos  as  en  agricaiturist,  hod  a  right  to 
expect  a  plunieous  harvest,  OTSn  though 
ha  iras  a  devout  mgn.  But  both  the 
rightly  thinking  tbeologian  and  husband- 
man will  acknowledge  that  prayer  to  God 
is  the  most  potent  means  of  snccesiful 
labour  In  their  teveral  department*.  In- 
deed, tbe  Scriptares  speak  bo  explicitly  on 
this  sn^ject,  that  to  deny  it  is  virinilly  to 
set  a»ide  ibeir  anlhority. 

Tliere  have  been  errors,  however,  it  is 
Bckaowledged,  on  the  li^ibt  and  the  led. 
There  have  been  those  who  determined  ai 
Hutboritativeiy  binding  what  Scripture 
itself  has  not  determined ;  and,  on  the 
other  band,  there  are  those  who  object  ti 
tbe  possibility  of  tbe  ascertainment  of 
3 .,     ..    .,j    jij    jijjy   degree.      This 


1  the  lio 


.    theii 


:iiing, 


merely  tbe  human  intellect  wiib  ordinarr 
capiicities,  bat  the  man  or  the  Ctiurch 
considered  as  under  the  guidance  of  Ihe 
Holy  Spirit.'  And,  'the  Sciipture  speaks 
uf  an  assurance  and  a  certainty  of  know. 
ledge  as  arising  to  believers,  especially  if 
ihey  are  daly  profiting  by  Ibe  means  of 
grace,  and  by  tbe  nnciion  of  the  Holy 
One.  And  the  meesnre  of  agreement 
among  all  the  Churches  in  nhlch  the 
leaching  ia  drawn  from  the  open  Bible  as 
tbe  sole  authoritative  sonrce  of  knowledge, 
is  experimental  proof  to  the  same  effect. 
It    proves   the   Scripture   to   be   so  con* 

docile  and  diligent  men.'  We  note  the 
vtiry  different  tone  of  Dr.  Rainy  on  this 
poini  from  that  of  Dr.  Robert  Lee,  who,  in 
■lis  recently  published  volume,  speaking 
of  prayer,  seems  to  scorn  it  as  a  means 
of  mental  enlightenment  in  studying  ihe 
word  of  God;  and  avera,  in  snpport  uf  this, 
what  he  calls  tbe  fad,  Ihst  tcbolarly, 
prayerless  men  have  been  admirHble  in- 
terpreters; while  unscholarly,  prayerful 
men  bave  produced  only  ooiisense.  Dr. 
Rainy,  quite  as  much  as  Dr.  Lee,  recog- 
nises the  adaptation  of  means  to  end,  and 
would  at  once  say  that  competenl  ability 
and  scholarship  were  clearly  of  divine 
appointment  as  a  means  of  the  critical 
examination  of  Holy  Writ ;  that  be  who 
dispensed  with  them  had  no  ri)(bt  to  ex- 
pect bis  prayer  to  he  heard,  any  more  than 


revelation,  or  is  t 
tions  of  ihe  human  mind.  And  it  is 
shown  that  tnese  objections  apply  quite  as 
truly,  tbongb  of  course  not  so  fully,  lo  eli 
other  kinds  of  knowledge.  If  tli'e  Bible 
reveals   truths   analogically,  is   it  not  so 

have  a  rtlative  knowledge  of  ihe  Irutb 
TCvealed,  is  not  relativity  the  cbaiacleristic 
of  all  hamaii  knowledge? 

Lecture  fifth  treats  of  the  development  of 
doerrine.  H..'re  is  properly  discussed  the 
question  of  iha  possibiiiiy  of  developmeni, 
ui^d    the    nature    of    that    development. 

in  the  direction  of  a  new  revelation,  or  of 
oar  attainments  rising  higher  tlian  ihe 
revelation  we  already  possess.  It  cot^sibts 
in  taking  our  stand  on  the  atlainments  of 
the  Church  when  revelation  ceased,  and 
going  on  from  that  point  in  the  direction 
of  getting  deeper,  clearer,  wider  views 
of  revealed  truth.  Dr,  Newman's  theory 
of  development,  as  erecting  the  Church  as 
inrallible  iuterpreler  at  various  slages  of 
what  is  10  be  received,  and  ilie  rationalielic, 
which  regards  the  development  of  Christian 
docirine  only  as  a  pan  of  ihe  general  pro- 
gress of  ihioffs,  are  baih  rebatied ;  and  it 
u  athrmed  ihat  there  has  been  not  only 
gradual  development,  Imt  almost  uuiformily 
of  opinion  on  the  pan  of  the  Church  all 
through  the  ages.  Here,  however,  we 
could  have  wished  onr  author  to  have 
defined  wbai  he  understands  by  the  Cktirck. 
or  course  It  may  be  said  that  ibe  posi- 
tion which  he  takes  at  the  outset,  as  a 
disciple  of  the  Reformed  iheolof^,  renders 
this  an  necessary'.  But  nwn  who  claim  to 
occupy  that  position  differ  widely,  and 
on  importani  aubjecls.  And  while  the 
Church  of  Rome  is  necessarily  condemned 
sa  in  error,  yet  all  her  members  are  not 
considered  as  out  of  ihe  pale  of  the  true 
Cborcb.     It  wilt  be  found  practically  lo 
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be  ezceediniilj  diffieall  (ogive kdafiaidon  in  nomenti  of  enthmium  which  ttta- 
of  ihe  Church,  ni  aciniuij  uUtin^  tbat  i«  coniideration  doei  nol  always  juatifj. 
not  coademned  by  aome  m  being  too  bioad,     Oar    motrre  may  hare  beeu    altogether 


•nd  bj  othen  aa  beii^  too  nanow ;  while  excellent,  bat  (be  means  may  have  been 
""Oth  the  paniei  M  eondemning  are  allowed  amin.  'Pauion  to  nrse,  and  reaion  lo 
1  belong  to  ft  in  de«d  and  in  (mth.    Bat     icitrain,'  we  faare,   and  not   to  Teitriin 


indeed,  in  tbe  dcTclopmant  of  doctrine  we  only,  but  to  correct  and  ptit.jn  right  order 

hare  lo  note  progreu  lomewhat  analogon*  and  relation  tbat  wherein,  in  ooi  momenli 

to  that  of  a  riier  which  pan  net  a  lortnoni  oren  of  holy  seal,  we  may  have  erred, 

coarie  amid  many  obataclee.    Now  it  is  Batthea.pracueallythii workofreviaion 

clear  and  fall,  and  now  narrow  and  turbid ;  of  the  creeds  is  n  gra&l  and  difficnlt  work. 

now  it  raabea  on  with  impetaona  ipeed,  For  ibere  are  always  those  who  vnU  go  loo 

and  nowit  is  arreiled  bjtheipell  of  winter,  far,  and  there  are  those  to  wbom  everj 

and   anon  flows  round  rucks   nnd   preci-  letter  of  the  received  creed  is  a  holj  relic, 

pices ;  but  ever  on  llie  whole  irresiitiblj  and  who,  instead  of  removing  it  as  suti- 

moving  onward*  towards  iu  destination.  qaated,  will  only  place  it  on  a  surer  anil 

The  laat  chapter  contiits  of  a  vei?  care-  higher  pedestal,  and  draw  the  walla  more 

ful  consideration  of  the  subject  of  creeds,  closely  and  eiclasively  aroand  it.    Wilii 

This  is  one  of  Che  moat  interesting  and  men  of  this  latter  stamp  our  aalhor  hu 

Important  topics  of  [he  day,  but  it  ii  one  bnt  little  sympathy.     And  for  once  be  for- 

that  ia  beset  '  with  dilBculties,  both  theo-  gets  that  '  philosophic  calm '  and  '  sweei 

reiical  and  pr&clical. '     Dr.  Kniny  has  •  reason ablen eas '  which  is  one  of  the  chief 

clear  eye  for  the  difficnllies  on  every  side,  charscleristics   and  ehanos  of  the  book. 

There  are  those  who  would  make  creeds  We  confess,  however,  (o  rather  liking  the 

too    minute    and    authorilaiive,    making  flsgeltatiun    he    adminiatera  so    heartily, 

fnodamental  what  Seriptare  duea  nut,  and  Here  it  is ;  'It  ia  probably  not  generally 

snperaeding  Scriplnre  itself.      There  are  known  that  Heidegger  (who  drafted  the 

those   who  would   leave   everything    an-  FoTmiUaCon»enMi»Hetv^ici)wKM  ran  down 

determined,  and  who  object  to  all  creeds,  at  Zurich  by  an  extreme  orthodox  pa"7 

In  dealing  with  these  different  parties,  Dr.  there,  as  a  man  of  questionable  and  donbt- 

Kainy  deals  so  fairly,  tbat  each  in  its  (am  fnl  principles,  because  be  did  not  choose  lo 

may  seem  Co  have  reason  for  claiming  him  approve  of  all  the  measnres  they  desired. 

as  an  advocate.     Bat  be  neera  sirongly  In  pablie  sermons  and  in  private  talk  he 

and  bravely  a  middle  course,    A  Church  was  attacked,  so  as  to  make  bia  life  nn- 

may   maintain    purity    of   doctrine    and  comfortable,  and  to  subject  his  Cbriaiisn 

discipline  wilhouC  a  formal  creed,  as  is  tbe  patience    and  good   feeling   to   a   pretty 

case   with   the   Congreoalionalists.      Bnt  severe   strain.     More   hasty  and  decided 

creeds  are  of  great  nlUity  as  a  bond  of  measures  were  desired  by   the    extreme 

union,  and  as  a  testimony  to  the  troth,  party,  and  they  were  anzions  also  to  in- 

Ic  is,  however,  necessary  to  habituate  the  trodnce  into  the  Fonnala  a  condemnation 

mind  of  the  Church  to  the  idea  of  altering  of    the    views    of   the    Dutch    federsliit 

and  rearranging  its  creed  as  circumstances  thcologiuns.     It  is  sn  instructive  and  in- 

may  require.      For  creeds  arose   out  of  teresling  thing  to  observe  that  there  w>b 

special  circnmsiances,   and   were   special  an  orthodoxy  beyond  Heidegger's,  repre- 

affirmations  of  troth  against  the  error  at  sented  bv  a  number  of  respectable  higol: 

the  lime  dominant.    That  error,  of  course,  and  blockheads  now  forgotten,  vrbo  "C 

may  pass  away  into  the  shade,  and  others  alile  toa  large  extent  to  prejadiee  ihe 

arise.    This  and  otber  conaiderationa  show  minds  of  tbe  good  people  of  Zurich,  and  lo 

that  the  Church  ought  ever  to  proclaim  run  down  the  only  man  in  Zurich  who 

its   ri([lit  to  sot  forth  a  creed   suited   to  could  perform  any  important  service  to  the 

the  exigencies  of  the  times.     Dr.  Uainy  cause  to  which  they  profesaed  to  be  at- 

very  truly  says,  the  great  men  who  framed  tached."    It  is  said  history  repeau  itself; 

our  creeds  wonld  have  been  the  last  to  and  doubtless  if  any  attempt  were  msde 

fronounce  them  final.    Creeds  are  formed  to  do  what  it  ia  here   boldly  avowed  we 

I    times    of   vigorous    and    enthusiaatie  have  a  right  to  do,  and  may  he  inpera- 

life,  when  men  hare  no  doubt  aa  to  what  livelv  called    to    do,    tbe    aaccessors   of 

they  believe,  and  dare  to  be  explicit  and  Heiaegger'a   persecutors   might  be  fonnd 

nnhesitating.     It  is  in  timea  of  coldness,  to  be  still  extant.     Surely  in  these  daji, 

when  enthusiasm  has  declined,  that  creeds  despite   opposera,   those  who    affirm  itie 

are  assailed.    Now,  hiatnrically  this  ia  true,  necessity   of   remodelling  accepted  stan- 

and  it  is  natural ;  but  instead  of  being  a  dards  have  no  small  show  of  reason  for 

reason  for  letting  creeds  alone,  ic  may  be  their  affirmation,   on   the   principle   that 

a  very  cogent  one  for  carefully  and  criti-  creeds  are  in  part  a  protest  against  preient 

Gaily   examining  them.     We  know  well  and  potential  error;  for  error  now  lelKns 

tbat  in  ordinary  life  we  say  and  do  thiogs  in  special  shapes  tinknown  in  former  time*' 
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tt  it  only  oar  generation  that  hu  produced 
a  r&iionolittic  I^t  of  Chritt,  and  been 
afflicted  with  the  positive  philosophj  ot 
AufEOBteComte.  Mai  the  v  Arnold'*  ftrram 
of  Tendenejf  ii  but  of  jeBteTiiar  ;  and  il  ii 
not  long  HiDce  materialiim  made  claima  lo 
pretentions  and  ntierly  deacractlTB.  Bnt 
this  mar  also  be  a  reason  for  delay.  Amid 
the  din'  and  Rmoke  uf  bailie  the  eoobai- 
anis  fail  to  aee  righilj  the  line  of  action 
and  the  reanlts  of  conflict. 

In  the  appendix  (here  are  manji  valuable 
notes,  cotuiatin^  of  exiracta  from  other 
anthors,  and  original  matter,  illustratiTe  of 
points  which  could  be  onlj  brieft;  touched 
on  in  the  lectiires. 

Thii  Tolnme  maj  be  regarded  a*  at  once 
agntde  and  an  interpreter;  it  leads  na  into 
inanj  domaiut  of  learning,  and  it  makes 
known  to  at  their  meaDing.  No  one  cun 
read  it  carefuU;  and  intelligentlj  without 
beinj;  itrnck  with  the  profound  erddition, 
ihe  powerful  thought,  and  the  leverent, 
eamfBt,  and  sjmpathetic  spirit  wbitb  it 
displajB. 


UODERH  DODBT  AND    CHRISTIAN  BsLIBr. 

A  Series  of  Apulogeiio  Lecinrea,  ad- 
dreaged  to  Earnest  Seekers  after  Trath. 
Bj  Theodore  CaRiaTi.iEB,  D.D.,  Uni- 
versity Preacher  and  Professor  ot  Theo- 
'  logy  at  Boon.  Translated,  with  the 
Author's  sanction,  chiefly  by  the  Rev. 
M.  U.  Wettbrkght,  Ph.D. ;  and  edited 
by  the  Ber.  T.  L.  Kihosburt,  M.A. 
Edinburgh :  T.  A  T,  Cl»rk.  lt.J*. 
FROFBasoRGHRiSTLitBsaysinhiii  preface: 
'Experience  amply  shows  that  countless 
as  are  the  smaller  apologetic  wrilings 
composed  for  some  special  purpose  or  oc- 
CSiioD,  tbey  are  almost  invariably  ehoil" 
lived;  while  more  coiDpreheuBive  worlts, 
covering  the  whole  ground,  are  as  yet  by 


tain  a  vast  amount  of  inrormation  OD  ths 
Bubjecti  diicnued.  They  may  be  read  and 
•tudied  with  much  benefit  by  all  seekerf 
after  truth.  But  they  labour  under  two 
disadvantages :  they  attempt  too  much, 
and  they  attempt  two  things  which  are  so 
different,  as  to  be  both  impossible  of  at- 
tainment by  the  same  method.  The  utility 
and  eren  neceskily  of  the  division  of 
labour  has  long  bean  recognised  and  acted 
on.  This  principle  is  as  necessary  in 
mental  as  in  mannal  toil.  There  are  special 
aptitudes,  and  time  is  stintftd;  so  we  find 
one  may  address  himself  with  special 
power  and  effeciiveness  to  one  depart- 
ment of  apoiogetical  theology,  and  another 
to  another.  Nelnral  science  may  be  the 
fortt  o(  one,  mental  philosophy  that  of  a 
second,  and  historic  research  that  of  a 
tbird ;  bnt  it  is  too  much  to  expect  any 
one  man,  however  gifted,  to  be  equally  at 
home  in  all  these  departments. 

Bnt  another  drawback  attaching  to 
these  lectures  is,  that  they  are  of  a  mixed 
character.  The  author  had  specially  in 
view  readers  of  the  thoughtful  class;  bnt 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  those  who  have 
special  knowledge  will  deem  the  discus- 
sions unsatisfactory  as  regards  depth  and 
breadth  of  ireaimeni,  whilst  chose  who 
have  not  this  kind  of  knowledge  may  think 
that  they  exact  too  much  attention.  They 
are,  in  short,  too  popular  for  the  scientific 


sdentifie  for  the  popular. 
Ev  possess  merits  of  a  marked  and 
peculiar  kind,  and  may  be  of  much  advs 


Btill,  thev  possess  n; 


The  object  of  Professor  Christlieb  in 
the  present  volume,  therefore,  is  lo  cover 
the  whole  ground  '  of  apologetics,  and  this 
in  a  way  that  shall  meet  the  wants,  not  of 
Ike  uncultured  and  unthinking,  but  the 
cultivaled  and  thonghtfut  mind.'  In  pur- 
•nanee  of  this  object,  we  find  the  lectures 
embrace  the  following  tonics:— 'The  ex. 
iidngBreach  between  Modern  Culture  and 
Christianity ;  Reason  and  Revelatiun  ; 
Modem  Mon-bihlical  Conceptions  of  God ; 
>tia  Theology  of  Scripture  and  of  the 
Cbnrch;  the  Modem  Negation  of  Mi- 
rsdes;  Modem  Anti- miraculous  Accounts 
of  the  Life  of  Christ ;  Modern  Denials 
2;  'he  Kesurrection  ;  the  Modem  Critical 
■Theory  of  Primitive  Christianity.'  The 
field  traversed,  it  will  thus  be  seen,  is  of 

iininsibescknowledged  that  the  lectures 
ni'pUj  ability  of  a  high  order,  and  con- 


tage  in  these  days  of  awakened  inquiry. 
The  reader  of  intelligence,  who  wishes  to 
know  more  than  can  liltingly  be  taught  in 
ordinary  discourses,  or  than  is  even  at- 
tempted in  many  books  of  apologetics  of 
home  productioD,  may  find  his  require- 
ments here  met.  lie  will,  by  their  care- 
ful perusal,  came  into  possession  of  an 
amount  of  knowledge  of  the  most  inle- 
resting  and  important  kind,  which  would 
have  required  the  reading  of  man;  volumes 
otherwise  to   obtain )   while    present-day 
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hjections  and  arguments  set  forth 
with  much  clearnesE  and  power,  and  in  a 
spirit  at  once  fearless  and  reverent. 

An  IsTRooucTosy  Hebebw  Grahmah, 
'  WITH  Pboqbesbive  Exercises  IR  Head- 
ing AMD  Writing.  By  A.  B.  David- 
son, A.M.,  LL,D.,  Professor  of  Hebrew 
in  the  New  College,  EdinburKb. 

Efllnborgh ;  T,  *  T.  Clark.    ISJl. 

It  is  generally  believed  that  a  profound 
and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  Hebrew 
language  is  a  rare  attainment,  and  that 
even  a  very  ordinary  acquaintance  with  it 
is  not  very  extensive.  Indeed,  not  a  few 
pleasant  stories  are  toJd  of  candidates  fur 
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the  mlniaterial  office,  white  diiplajixK  > 
commendiible  proficUncj  in  Latin  sDd 
Qrcek,  exbibicing  much  ignorance  of  the 
langnafn  of  ancient  Israel.  This  ilale  of 
tMng»  i<  being  bappil;  iniproTed.  In  hig 
own  depBrtmenl  ai  a  profeasar,  Dr.  David- 
aoD  ii  contribniing  not  a  little  to  tbis; 
for  he  i»  not  onlj  a  moat  competent 
SCbolar,  bat  has  the  rare  and  greatly  .to- be. 
coveted  gift  of  inspiring  bis  stodenta  vith 
R  loTe  far  this  special  biancb  of  inetmclion. 
The  ran^e  of  his  influence  will  be  widened 
bf  iha  pnblication  of  ibis  admimble  gram- 
mar, it  consijts,  he  tells  ns,  in  '  a  form 
Boniewbat  enlarged,  end  with  Bonie  trifling 
alterations,  of  the  notes  on  Uebrew  gram- 
mar which  foe  a  nnmber  of  jeats  1  have 
dictaied  to  idj  class.'  It  will  become,  we 
doubt  not,  a  favourite  in  its  department. 
I'tie  arrangemeni  and  ordering  of  the 
nhole  are  so  simple  and  clear,  as  to  make 
learning  not  only  possible,  but  eaij,  to 
any  student  of  ordinary  capacity  and 
diligence;  and  at  the  aiime  lime  there  is 
a  fulneES  of  knon-ledge  of  tbe  sobject 
which  coold  be  posaesaed  only  by  one 
who,  with  special  epdiude,  had  made  it  a 
life-long  and  living  etndy. 

SciEKOB — Theoloot — Hblioioh,    With 
Ndlices  of  lbs  Teaching  ol   Professor 
Siruchers  and  others.      By 
Anderbon,     a.m..     Rector 

Gymnasinm,  Aberdeen. 


■boald  also  be  foand.  But  lhi«  very  able 
pamphlet  deserves  more  than  a  local 
circalation ;  it  should  be  in  the  bandsof 
all  onr  stadenta,  for  dire  is  the  havoc  that 
is  being  wrongfat  amongst  them,  whilst 
they  are  virtaally  tanght  that  tbey  are 
even  as  tbe  beasts  that  perish. 

Not  FinpRD  Wabtiko.  A  Temperance 
Tale.   By  Rev.  Febqub  Febousoh,  A.M. 

London :  W.  Tireedle.  1S7I. 
Tdb  novelist,  like  the  poet,  is  bam,  not 
msde,  and  both  require  a  special  gift. 
Hence  men  who  may  do  good  work  as 
writera  of  e«says,  travels,  and  sermona, 
may  be  'found  wanting'  when  tbey  at- 
tempt a  tale.  We  cannot  congratulate 
Mr.  Fei^Bon  on  hia  success  in  this  de- 
■     igh  the  design  of  the 


book 


>  admirable,  ii 


felicitons.  Snrely  Mr.  Ferguson  fell  him- 
self in  an  unwonted  frame  and  Sphere 
when  he  allowed  himself  to  perpetrate  a 
pas'Bge  like  Ibis:— 'The  Bev.  Hr.  Doo- 
litlle  was  very  ill-named,  for  he  wai  in 
realitf  one  of  the  busiest  and  moat  active 
men  in  all  Westhaven.  But  in  truth 
almost  all  the  members  of  the  presbjlcry 
to  which  he  belonged  w 


EdlDbDrgh;  1 


idCh»rl 


B  asserted  by  Professors  Hnnley  and 
Slrutbers,  and  meu  of  that  school,  that 
there  ia  utter  incompntibiUty  between 
natural  science  and  theology,  and  that  a 
science  of  theology  is  impossible.  Mr. 
Anderson  enters  tbe  lists  i^ainst  them, 
and  proves  himself  'a  foeman  worthy  of 
their  steel.'  He  nnderstnnds  the  qaestion 
thoroughly,  end  rebuts  tbe  arguments  of 
'  his  opponents  with  much  courtesy  and 
great  ability.  It  is  well  that  in  the  place 
where  the  bane  is  so  prevalent  the  antidote 


The  Rev.  Thomas  Little  was  the  li 
and  heaviest  man  of  the  theological  fra- 
lernity,  while  the  Bev,  David  Stout  wu 
the  ueakeal  and  sickliest;  Mr.  Boakleis 
was  the  moat  erudite,  had  by  far  the 
largest  library,  and  was  constantly  asking 
hia  co-preshvten',  mnch  to  -their  chagrin 
and  nnnorance,  if  they  bad  seen  tbe  I'st 
new  book,  knowing  that  he  would  in  all 
probability  get  a  negative  replf.  Mr. 
Held  had  a  very  pale  face,  and  Mr.  While's 
face  was  red.'  The  little  book,  however, 
has  many  good  things  in  it,  and  may  be 
loth  popular  and  naeful  amongst  the  con- 
siderable number  who  are  not  so  mnch 
concerned  about  artistic  workmanahip  ss 
congenial 


PRINCIPAL  TULLbCH  AND  DISSENTERS. 
Among  the  many  peraona  ot  high  and  low  degree  who  have  faTOiired  the  ^otii 
with  their  opinion  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  Patronage  Bill,  Principal  Tolloch 
BtAnda  somewhat  prominent.  In  a  letter  published  iu  the  Scotsman  newspaper 
aft«r  his  return  from  America,  he  criticises  the  meaBiire  and  its  friends  and 
foes.  One  noticeable  feature  in  his  lucubration  is  that  be  does  not  attempt  to 
treat  the  question  as  one  of  principle-^— neither  the  law  of  right  nor  the  rule  of 
Scripture  is  adverted  to.  The  line  of  his  remark  is  Eiitiply  that  of  temporizing 
expediency  and  ao-cailed  prudential  considers ti one.  It  is  not,  however,  of  the 
letter  in  general  that  we  wieh  to  epeak  at  present,  but  of  the  manner  in  which 
he  has  been  pleaecd  to  go  out  of  hia  way  to  speak  of  Dissentera.  He  saj^  '  Sudi 
a  progress  of  religious  thought  will  certainly  not  be  helped  by  inmiog  Disestab- 
lishment into  a  political  cry.    Let  it  slumber,  if  you  would  uae  your  power  wiselj, 
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{n  tbe  porliens  of  those  Diegenting  coteries  or  at  thoae  Diaaenting  breakfast-tables 
where  It  has  sa  long  made  a  foolish  noise.' 

Dr.  Tulloch  remembera,  we  Huppoae,  Bulwer  Lytton's  characterizatioD  of  '  the 
superior  man.'  Wei],  one  waj  of  being  acknowledged  to  be  '  a  superior  man '  is 
juaC  qnietly  to  assume  that  you  are  so. 

PerhapH  also  the  reverend  Priucipsl  knows  something  of  an  ancient  wortbj  who 
'  thanked  God  that  he  was  not  as  other  men,  or  even  as  this  publican.' 

Dr.  Tulloch  professes  to  be  amoDgst  the  leaders  of  advanced  and  liberal  thought, 
but  in  this  matter  be  has  shown  himself  both  illiberal  and  antiquated.  Some  fifty 
jears  ago  it  was  the  fashion  of  men  in  the  Church  pf  Scotland,  with  whose 
polilieal  and  theological  creed  Principal  Tulloch  has  no  sympathy,  to  speak  dis- 
F''*S'°S'y  o^  Disaenting  ministers,  aud  efiirm  that  they  were  men  of  inferior 
mental  culture  and  calibre.  Bat  if  snch  langnace  is  ever  heard  now,  it  is  only  in 
muttered  tones  and  secret  places.  The  prize  lists  of  our  universities  and  the 
publications  of  our  divines  have  shamed  these  men  into  silence.  .Perhaps  Dr. 
Tulloch  reminds  us  of  the  persistently  scornful  and  contemptuous  tone  of  Matthew 
Arnold;  hnt  surely  it  is  not  for  one  whose  early  laurels  were  gained  by  his  efforts 
to  efitablish  and  illustrate  the  truth  of  the  existence  of  '  an  intelligent  First  Cause 
tbst  thinks  and  knows,'  to  quoto  as  an  authority  a  writer  who  avers  that  he  has  no 
■ords  wherewith  to  express  bia  contempt  for  Ihose  who  make  such  an  affirmation. 
Aod  m  this  matter  Matthew  Arnold  is  out  of  sympathy  with  the  men  of  culture  in 
IheChnrch  to  which,  curiously  enough,  he  still  professes  to  belong.  Thus  the  Hev. 
Fcedetick  Arnold,  in  one  of  his  delightful  papers  on  Taming  Pvaits  in  Life,  after 
quoting  tiro  fine  lines  from  his  poetry,  excLiims,  '  0,  li  sic  omnia  I  Why  should 
not  Matthew  Arnold  give  us  noble  poetry,  instead  of  attacking  worthy  Dissenters 
and  Msaulling  the  very  foundations  even  of  natuml  religion  ? '  One  whom  even 
Principal  Tulloch  will  not  accuse  of  vulgarity  ami  imbecility — Dean  Stanley — nt 
the  inauguration  of  the  statue  of  John  Bunyan,  set  forth  with  a  glow  of  gratitude 
the  debt  the  country  owed  to  Nonconformist  genius,  and  he  is  not  unmiiiiiful  of 
*bu  is  due  to  the  men  of  the  present.  Thus  a  notice  appeared  lately  in  the  news- 
IHpersthnl  Dr.  Stongbton  bod  been  admitted  a  member  of  the  Atheneum  Cinb — a 
cluh  that  had  bitberio  kept  Diasentera  at  arm's  length — and  that  it  was  understood 
tbaithia  was  done  at  the  instance  of  Dean  Stanley. 

If  Dissenten  were  to  afFect  a  monopoly  of  worth  aud  wisdom,  then,  indeed, 
(be;  night  be  called  '  foolish.'  But  they  have  never  done  so.  They  claim,  how- 
ever, slways  to  have  held  education  and  culture  in  high  esteem  ;  and  in  moat  dis- 
wnriiging  circumstances,  and  despite  many  difficulties,  have  always  eudeavoured  to 
Diaictain  a  high  standard  of  learnmg  for  their  mimstry.  And  when  one  wbo,  from 
hia  portion  and  profession,  oaght  to  have  known  and  done  better  things  publicly, 
ilKMies  them  to  be  despicable  dunces,  they  may  well  be  excused  if  they  resent  the 
allegation. 

The  miury  done,  however,  ia  not  all  or  chiefly  on  one  side.  There  is  an  in- 
gractivelittlestory  toldof 'The  Stone  that  rebounded.'  Wecommenditto  the 
Principal's  consideration. 

ECCLESIASTICAL  STATISTICS. 
iThssoften  been  remarked  that  there  is  nothing  so  difficult  to  get  at  aa  tacts  ;  but, 
''ke  uveral  other  remarks,  this  will  require  to  be  slightly  altered,  for  figures  are 
™"  more  inaccessible. 

The  returns  made  of  the  memberehip  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  have  surprised 
w  psrtiea,  not  excepting  the  Uninitiated  in  that  Church  itself.  It  has  been  proved, 
^ever,  beyond  doubt  that  these  statistics  are  entirely  incorrect  and  misleading. 
The  cases  of  Aberdeen  and  Forfar  have  had  special  attention  drawn  to  them  ;  and 
">  the  case  of  Forfar  it  haa  been  shown  that  if  it  ia  true  that  the  Established 
Uurch  haa  upwards  of  3000  members  there,  there  are  left  only  600  persons  of  all 
aesoriptiona  in  a  town  in  which  there  are  several  flourishing  Dissenting  congrega- 
"Ms,  and  in  which  things  are  better  than  they  are  elaewhere  if  there  are  not 
"jore  than  a  few  who  belong  to  no  congregation  at  all.  The  state  of  the  Highlands, 
■jK  is  astonishing ;  and  yet  it  has  been  attempted  to  make  something  even  of  them. 
And  rarely  it  is  very  strange  to  find  churches  professing  to  have  a  membership  of 
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600,  witiiiii  whose  walU  are  oeTer  «eeD,  either  on  comnmnioii  or  otim  ctays,  SOO ! 

Well  miglit  a  speater  on  this  subject  recall  an  anecdote  of  Dr.  Guthrie's  ceferrmg 
to  Disruption  timea,  irhen  it  was  also  sought  to  make  as  ([ood  an  appearaace  as 
poesibie.  Tha  Doctor  said  :  '  One  daj  a  woman  noticed  a  friend  of  hers  goiug  iato 
an  Kstablished  church,  and  beeooght  him  not  to  go,  aa  it  wag  not  canny ;  aod  on 
beini;  asked  how  it  was  not  cann^r.  she  replied  that  they  said  40O  folk  went  into 
that  kirk  every  day,  but  she  bad  seen  them  scalin',  and  never  counted  more  tbaa  40 
coming  out.' 

There  are  Beveral  things  to  be  taken  into  account  in  connection  with  this  affair 
of  membership.  It  is  beyond  controTersy  that  an  opinion  widely  wevails  that 
membership  is  more  easily  obtained  and  retained  in  the  Established  Church  than 
in  its  neighbours :  and  this,  where  Ike  mere  form  of  religion  is  ao  largely  and 
lamentably  satisfactory,  is,  of  course,  very  favourable  to  quantity,  however 
adverse  it  may  be  to  quality.  And  besides  this,  there  are  very  many  who, 
althongh  they  really  belong  to  no  church,  and  are  never  seen  in  one  from  the 
b^mning  of  the  year  till  tie  wd  of  the  year,  yet  profess  to  belong  to  what  they 
call '  the  Auld  Kirk.'  Hr.  Tasker,  in  his  interesting  little  book  on  mission  work, 
tells  of  an  old  woman  he  met  who  professed  to  sit  undw  the  ministry  of  Dr.  Jones, 
not  being  aware  that  that  gentleman  had  been  calkd  hence  many  yean  ago; 
and  he  avers  that  if  all  were  really  to  attend  the  parish  church  who  assert 
thin'  belong  to  it,  there  would  be  indeed  a  lar^e  attendanee,  though  a  motley 
and  miserable  one.  In  Dissenting  Charches  persistent  non-attendance  is  reckoned 
a  reason  for  dropping  the  name  from  the  communion 'roll.  It  would  seem  it  is 
not  so  reckoned — iu  all  instances,  at  least — in  the  Established  Church. 

This,  however,  is  a  strange  day  for  the  Church  at  Scotland  ;  and,  conceal  or 
fail  to  confess  it  as  it  may,  it  is  a  day  of  humiliation.  To  be  made  to  give  an 
account  of  itself ;  to  be  compelled  to  show  eansc  why  it  should  continue  to  eiiet ; 
and  in  order  that  it  may  continue,  to  be  compelled  to  confess — not  audibly  and 
honestly,  but  really  and  practically- — that  patronage  was  a  mistake  and  an 
injury ;  and  to  reverse  the  pTMeas  so  dear  to  it,  and  permit  the  sheep — poor 
stupid  cteatures  I — to  choose  their  shepherd  ;  this  surely  calls  for  sackcloth  and 
ashes !  These  becoming  garments,  however,  they  will  not  assume  ;  and  we  see  the 
be^nning  of  the  end.  Ecclesiastical  leaders  are  calling  their  hoste  to  war ;  and  sa 
numbers  are  now  important,  persons  who  nominally  belong  to  the  Chnrch  by  bw 
established,  and  who,  from  preference  of  the  preaching  or  as  a  matter  of  conveui- 
ence,  worshipped  in  NonaoniForming  chsncbes,  are  to  be  seen  startling  their  hoiseit 
from  their  wonted  Sabbath  rest,  and  wending  their  way  to  give  more  than  a 
figurative  support  to  the  Church.  And  so,  where  all  was  quiet,  and  it  may  be 
where  much  ignorance  as  well  as  stolidity  pwv^ed,  uncomfortable  questions  will 
be  raised,  and  it  will  be  asked,  What  meanetb  all  this  unwonted  activity  and 
change? 

The  statistics,  of  course,  played  a  conB|Acuous  part  iu  the  pu'liunentary  debate 
the  Patronage  Bill.     It  was  not  difficult  to  se«  on  which  side  Uie  force  of  argomf 


and  righteousness  of  ^tion  lay.  Mr.  Gladstone's  speech  was  grandly  eloquent  ui 
parts,  and  specially  in  that  port  where  he  paid  a  warm  and  merited  tribute  to  the  men 
and  miuiaters  of  Disruption  times.  It  strikes  us,  however,  that  our  parliamentary 
leaders  have  yet  much  to  learn  on  this  subject,  They  seem  not  yet  to  have  attained 
the  true  idea  of  spiritual  independence.     The  Chnrch  of  Scotland  is  not  free,  though 

S&tronage  is  abolished.  It  has  not  the  right  to  alter  its  creed,  or  to  exercise 
iscipline  at  its  own  instance,  and  without  reference  to  the  State.  It  has  not,  in 
short,  the  unlimited  right  of  framing  and  sdminiatering  its  own  laws ;  as  to  this, 
it  is  subject  to  Government  control.  Then  it  seemed  to  be  osstmied  in  tlie  debate 
that  all  religious  parties  would  willingly  accept  endowments  on  certain  terms. 
Are  they  not  aware  that  there  are  those  who  on  principle  will  accept  of  Stale 
endowments  on  no  terms  whatever  ? 

WHAT  OUR  NEIGHBOURS  THINK  OF  tJS. 
It  has  become  very  much  the  fashion  of  lata  for  our  friends  across  the  border  to 
give  us  their  opinion  of  our  choncter  and  conduct  in  general,  &nd  specially  as  to 
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things  ecclesiastical.  We  read  Utelj  a  cricictBm  of  Scottiah  preaching.  Of  courae 
the  critic  has  been  in  all  our  lAurohee,  and  knows  all  about,  tt,  and  he  pronounces 
it  to  be  the  dreariest  of  all  dreary  things — rookjr,  hard,  high  Calvinism,  devoid  of 
human  intereat,  and  without  anj  practiod  aim.  The  Scottish  Sabbath  is  a  matter 
of  standing  remark  with  our  lively  neighbours.  It  is  a  very  gloomy  and  sinfol  day 
Liiiloed,  according  to  them  ;  for  one  part  of  it  is  spen^t  in  listening  to  the  aforesaid 
dreary  sermons,  and  the  other  in  drinking  plentifully  of  toddy,  in  order  to  get 
over  tbmr  effects.  A  vivacioua  writer  in  the  Mancheiler  Examiner  favours  us  with 
a  comparative  estimate  of  Established  and  Nonconforming  clergy,  which  all  of  us 
will  of  course  at  once  recognise  to  be  extremely  intelligent  aud  life-like  I 

'  Externally,  the  chief  difference  between  the  clergy  of  the  two  bodies  that 
strikes  an  observer,  is  that  those  of  the  Establishment  look  the  better  fed  and. 
cany  the  more  flesh.  English  satirists  osed  to  couple  poor  living  and  fanatical 
thinking  together,  and  Drjden  in  particularsneersat  our  lean  "faith,"  and  informs 
us  that 

"  The  full-fml  MuBsulioBn  goes  fat  la  hfiven." 

This  kind  of  sarcasm  would  be  pointless  in  the  present  day.  1  am  convinced  that ' 
the  average  weight  of  the  Established  clergyman  who'  has  reached  the  age  of  forty 
a  fourteen  stone.  The  ordinary  life  of  tbe  parochial  Scotch  clergymau  is  highly 
encoiuaging  to  the  tissueB.  Not  only  doee  he  preach  and  "  visit,"  but  he  dines  out 
fire  days  in  the  seven  (and  the  soHds  and  liquids  which  Scotch  "  heritors"  can 
purvey  would  dmoet  satisfy  the  palates  of  the  heroes  of  Mr.  Mortimer  Collin's 
novels).  Scarcely  a  forenoon  comes  round  but  some  female  admirer  tells  him  that 
be  it  looking  pale  from  over- work,  and  endeavours  to  bring  back  colour  to  his 
cfaeek  by  giving  bim  a  aubstantial  lunch  and  a  coupleof  glasses  of  dry  sherry  ;  aud 
iicarcely  an  evening  passes  but  he  finds  it  necessary  to  call  upon  one  of  his  elders 
and  talk  about  the  letting  of  liis  ^ebe,  or  about  some  School  Board  business,  and 
that  means  the  consumption  of  at  least  a  square  yard  of  family  mutton  Mid  the 
orthodox  three  tumblera  of  toddy.  The  Free  Ghim;h  minister,  again,  fares 
differently.  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  be  is,  if  not  a  Good  Templar,  a  teetotaller, 
that  he  may  influence  the  more  "dioutby"of  hisflock.  He  is  but  poorly  paid;  and 
the  people  he  ministers  to  are  not  in  the  habit  of  giving  dinners,  although  they 
Buy  ask  him  to  say  grace  at  their  tea  parties.  Thus  Established  clergymen  have 
more  of  the  look  of  men  of  the  world  than  those  of  the  Free  Church,  while  the 
Utter,  ag^,  perhaps  look  more  apoatolic' 

ECCLESIASTICAL  AFFAIRS  IN  CANADA. 
Our  Church  mnst  ever  feel  a  warm  interest  in  the  state  of  things,  ecclesiastical 
tnd  religious,  in  Canada.  Not  only  do  many  of  our  Canadian  brethren  resemble 
m  as  to  matters  of  doctrine  and  forms  of  wonhip,  but  many  of  them,  both  lay  and 
clerical,  are  closely  related  to  us  by  the  ties  of  kindred  or  of  friendship.  The 
Wpteme  courts  of  two  of  their  churches  met  in  the  beginning  of  June,  and  their 
pioc«edingB,  which  wore  full  of  interest,  have  thus  been  summarised : — 

'The  £rk  Synod  and  the  Canada  Presbyterian  General  Assembly  have  both 
'^^^  'Q  session  here,  and,  after  a  protracted  discussion,  the  union  of  the  two 
Churches  in  Canada  was  resolved  on,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  parties.  To 
prevent  internal  dissenaon,  many  were  willing  at  the  opening  of  the  Assembly 
Ui&t  the  scheme  should  be  delayed  for  some  years,  to  allow  the  excitement  to  cool 
Mi  moderate  conciliatory  counsels  to  prevail.  N^otiations,  however,  and  con- 
sullitiona  went  on,  and  everything  that  could  be  consistently  yielded  was  given 
up  in  order  to  satisfy  the  scruples  of  the  minority.  The  management  (»  the 
^^poralitiea  fund  was  left  entirely  to  that  section  of  the  Church  to  which  these 
wiporalities  belonged,  with  the  clear  understanding  that,  while  tbcy  might 
"'''{nw  of  those  funds  as  they  pleased,  the  United  Church  was  not  to  be  held 
"■^^lonable,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  for  any  pecunia^  engagements  which 
?"ght  be  made  above  what  that  temporality  fund  could  meet.  These  points 
wving  been  arranged,  everything  else  was  easy ;  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
cimrches  in  the  Lower  Provinces,  which  will  require  to  have  tbe  amended  basis 
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brought  before  them  fot  duiciuaiou,  tbe  adoption  of  wbich  ma;^  be  aatiup&tej, 
there  will  in  a  Teiy  ehort  time  be  only  one  PreBbyterian  Church  in  Canada,  from 
Nova  Scotia  to  Vaucourer'a  Island.  Though  the  utiiDn  propo«ed  iu  Scotknd 
between  the  Free  and  United  PreabyteriBu  Churches  has  fallen  through,  Canada 
now  haa  the  representatives  of  the  three  great  Preabyterian  bodies  in  ScotUnd— 
the  Kirk,  the  Free,  and  the  United  Presbyterian — cordially  agreeing  to  an  in- 
corporating union,  which  will  have  a  most  benefidal  effect  on  that  portion  of  the 
religious  community  of  the  Dominion  who  own  allegiaoee  to  the  Presbyterian 
doctrine.' 

PATRONAGE  IN  TBE  CHURCH  OP  ENGLAND. 
I9  it  because  Scotland  is  dirided  from  England  by  a  little  silvery  stream,  or  is  IE 
that  it  is  Presbyterian  and  not  EpiBcopalian  in  its  form  of  worship,  or  because  it 
is  a  smaller  and  poorer  but  on  the  whole  a  better  educated  country,  that  it  is 
declared  in  our  highest  places  that  what  is  good  for  it  would  be  evil  for  England? 
Patronage  is  necessary  to  the  existence  and  welfare  of  an  Established  Chorch 
across  thie  Tweed;  its  extinction  alone  will  save  the  Church  of  Scotland.  Docs 
not  the  following  deliverance  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  aeem  wonder- 
fully Htrauge  when  placed  side  by  side  with  their  deliverance  anent  the  sister 
Church? — '  It  is  not  desirable  in  any  way  to  diminish  by  legislation  the  existing 
variety  of  the  sonrcea  of  patronage  in  the  Church  of  Engird.  They  are  persuad^ 
that  to  this  large  variety  the  Church  owes  much  of  that  breadth  of  opmion  and 
freedom  and  independence  of  thought  on  the  part  of  her  clergy  which  are  desirably 
and  even  essential,  in  her  position  as  a  national  Church.  The  Committee  are  of 
opinion  that  private  patronage  is  an  element  of  great  value  in  our  Church  systiin, 
and  would  deprecate  any  attempt  to  supeisede  it' 

It  would  be  curious  and  perhaps  humiliating  to  inquire  into  the  workings  of  this 
great  necessity  of  the  Church  of  Euglaod.  One  of  its  friends,  the  Rev.  Frederick 
Arnold,  thus  speaks  of  it : — '  Of  course  political  considerations  frequently  determine 
Church  patronage ;  and  in  the  absence  of  any  definite  principlea  of  promotion  by 
desert,  this  system  acts  nearly  as  well  as  any  other  could.  The  minister  himself— 
Lord  Palraerston  was  a  case  in  point — is  sometimes  ao  hampered  by  party  coosidera- 
tioQS  that  he  is  unable  to  attend  to  his  personal  predilections.  If  a  lord-lieuteuaot 
or  a  county  member  reports  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  his  party  in  a  certain 
part  of  the  country  that  some  vacancy  should  be  filled  up  in  a  particular  manner, 
tbe  minister  has  to  give  way.  1V^e  remember  the  case  of  a  distinguished  Oifoid 
divine,  who  brought  a  Whig  Chancellor  a  very  vehement  demand  from  the  lord- 
lieutenant  of  a  county  that  he  should  be  preferred  to  a  vacant  benefice.  The 
Chancellor  came  in  his  robes  of  office  from  the  bench  to  his  private  room  to  see  the 
applicant.  He  swore  like  a  cabman  when  he  read  the  letter,  and  gave  the  trembliij 
clergyman  the  living  with  curses  which  an  Emulpbus  might  envy  I ' 

THE  LATE  LORD  DALHOUSIE. 

Time  moves  on  ulently,  but  in  its  march  it  lays  many  of  the  mighty  low.  The 
Free  Church  has  of  late  sustained  many  losses  of  a  very  heavy  kind.  It  is  not 
easy  to  supply  the  places  made  vacant  by  the  removal  of  such  men  as  Dre- 
Candlish  and  Guthrie  ;  and  another  man,  great  in  Israel,  as  well  as  in  the  poHtJcal 
sphere,  has  fallen.  Tbe  death  of  Lord  Dalhooaie  is  one  which  may  well  be  mourned 
by  the  Church  of  which  he  was  so  great  an  ornament  and  valiant  defender.  His 
familiar  form  will  no  more  be  seen,  and  his  familiar  voice  no  longer  beard,  in  tbld 
hall  in  which  they  were  always  so  welcome,  and  in  which  he  did  much  good 
service.  Surely  the  call  to  all  our  Churches,  in  the  loss  of  so  many  emineDl 
members,  is  urgent  to  work  while  it  is  day,  to  spend  onr  time  not  in  strife,  but 
in  laboufs  of  love. 
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JBSTI3  OF  NAZARETH  PASSING  BY. 
'And  Ihej  told  bim  that  iTeiiu  of  Nasuetb  puceth  by.' — Luke  xtui.  37. 

The  greatest  event  that  ever  took  place  in  this  world  was  the  visit  paid  to 
it  by  the  Son  of  God  Himself.  The  most  important  epoch  recorded  in  the 
atmals  of  history,  the  greatest  changes  which  nations  have  undergone,  the 
highest  achievements  with  which  bnman  fame  is  associated,  aad  the  most 
OTemhelming  convulsions  of  nature,  are  ntterly  insignificant  when  viewed 
in  comparisoii  with  the  fact  that  '  the  Word  was  made  flesh  and  dwelt 
among  ns.' 

Tbis  event  excited  the  deepest  interest  among  the  highest  created  intelli- 
gences in  the  universe,  and  not  only  brought  into  requisition  their  willing 
eerricee,  but  called  forth  their  most  joyful  acclamations.  An  angel  was 
commissioned  to  announce  Hia  birth  to  the  shepherds  of  Bethlehem ;  and 
along  with  this  celestial  messenger  there  appeared  'a  maltitnde  of  'the 
heavenly  host,  praising  God,  and  saying,  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and 
on  earth  peace,  good-will  towards  men.' 

The  attention  which  this  great  event  excited  on  earth  was  much  less  than 
might  have  been  expected  when  its  momentous  character  is  kept  in  view. 
Instead  of  the  one  solitary  instance  in  which  wise  men  had  come  from  the 
East  to  the  '  City  of  David,  to  worship  the  infant  Saviour,'  it  might  have 
bwH  expected  that  similar  homage  would  have  been  rendered  to  Hini  by  the 
most  illnstriouB  visitors,  from  every  tribe  and  nation  in  the  world;  but  such 
nas  Dot  the  case,  and  the  comparatively  little  interest  awakened  by  the  fact 
of  His  birth  was  in  keeping  with  the  treatment  He  received  during  the 
early  and  greater  part  of  His  earthly  sojourn. 

For  the  long  space  of  thirty  years  He  was  permitted  to  live  in  obscurity, 
notwithstanding  the  homage  of  eastern  sages,  and  the  testimony  of  'the 
heavenly  host '  at  the  time  of  His  birth,  as  well  as  the  indications  of  His 
dirinity  which  at  times  were  given.  Even  during  His  public  ministry, 
although  He  spoke  as  never  man  spoke,  and  confirmed  His  teaching  by 
signs  and  wonders  and  mighty  works,  the  interest  exdted  was  much  less 
in  degree,  and  much  more  Umited  in  extent,  than  would  have  been  antici- 
pated on  any  principle  of  mere  human  caJculation. 

But  while  the  public  interest  excited  by  His  appearance  vras  much  less 
than  circnmstances  might  have  warranted,  and  mnch  less  than  might  have 
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been  reasonably  expected,  still,  in  itself,  it  was  not  inconsiderable.  'He  did 
not  cry,  nor  lift  np,  nor  canse  Hia  voice  to  be  heard  in  the  street.'  We 
never  find  Him  resorting  to  an;  sensational  stratagem  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
creasing the  number  of  TTis  hearers  or  followers,  and  yet  at  times  'Re  was 
accompEmied  by  multitudes  oe  He  moved  about  from  place  to  place.  Among 
these  multitudes,  some  were  friendly  and  others  were  hostile.  Some  followed 
Him  out  of  curiosity,  and  others  from  pure  affection ;  stHne  tliat  they  might 
be  instructed,  and  others  that  they  might  find  fault  with  His  teaching;  some 
that  they  might  be  benefited  by  His  miracnlons  power,  and  others  that  tbej 
might  find  even  in  His  miracles  matter  of  accusation  against  Him.  Amidst 
this  variety  of  motive,  however,  the  fact  remams  the  same,  that  mnltitudej 
followed  Him. 

This  took  place  not  only  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  other  great  centres  oi 
population.  He  was  also  in  many  instuicee  followed  by  crowds  throughoDt 
the  villages  of  Galilee,  on  the  sea-shore,  and  even  into  the  midst  of  the 
solitary  desert.  In  the  instance  before  ns  He  was  on  Hia  way  to  Jemsaleffi. 
It  was  Hia  laat  joumey  to  the  Holy  City ;  and  not  only  His  own  immediate 
disciples,  but  many  others,  had  followed  Him  all  the  way  from  Galilee.  As 
this  great  crowd  approached  Jericho,  the  noise  which  Dficeesarily  accom- 
panied their  tumultnons  march  attracted  the  notice  of  a  blind  man  by  the 
vaysida  He  neither  saw  the  multitude,  dot  understood  the  reason  why  so 
many  were  crowding  past  -,  bnt  He  felt  that  there  must  be  something  very 
unnsnal  in  progress.  Curiosity  prompted  him  to  make  inquiry  at  some  vlio 
were  vrithin  his  reach  aa  to  the  cause  of  this  unwonted  tumult ;  wid  tli^ 
told  him  that '  Jesus  of  Kazareth  paaaeth  by.' 

I.  These  words  may  be  viewed,  in  the  first  place,  as  the  reply  to  a  question. 
On  perceiving  the  unexpected  presence  of  a  multitude  of  people,  the  bUnd 
oian  asked  what  it  meant,  and  this  was  the  answer  he  received.  The 
question  was  very  natural  Great  multitudes  are  not  brought  together 
without  some  special  cause,  and  it  would  have  been  very  strange  if,  in  llis 
case  before  us,  this  question  had  not  been  put.  It  would  have  been  ui 
indication  of  nnaccountable  iq>atby  on  the  part  of  the  blind  man  by  tbe 
wayside,  if  he  could  have  heard  the  multitude  approaching,  and  crording 
past  him,  without  making  any  inquiry  u  to  the  cause  of  such  a  concoorse. 

The  answer  given  was  intelligible  and  satisfactory.  The  presence  of 
JesuB  of  Nazareth  was  quite  sufficient  to  account  for  such  a  gatbering,  toi 
this  was  the  reason  assigned  for  it.  He  was  now  so  well  known  that  any 
lengthened  explanation  was  felt  to  be  unnecessary,  and  the  simple  annoimce- 
meut  was  deemed  enough,  ■  Jbsos  or  If  asabkth  7As&eth  by.' 

As  our  Lord  was  on  this  occasion  followed  by  a  great  crowd,  [ooclauauiS 
by  their  presence  the  interest  Hie  presence  excit«d,  and  giving  rise  to  s 
question  that  resulted  in  calling  special  attention  to  Himself,  so  tbffe  is  s 
crowd  of  circumstances  presenting  itself  to  view,  all  bearing  on  one  poht, 
proclaiming  the  fact  that  in  this  direction  an  interest  unpariUleled  has  been 
excited,  and  the  presence  of  which  ought  to  lead  to  an  inquiry  that  most 
issue  in  the  same  result. 

We  have  patriarchs,  and  prophets,  and. apostles,  widely  separated  frost 
each  other  by  time,  and  circnmstances,  and  individual  peculiarities.  W^ 
have  poets,  and  philosophers,  and  Mstoriana,  all  writing  under  the  infsllil)>° 
gniduice  of  divine  inspiration,  but  each  expressing  hinuelf  in  his  own  way 
We  have  kings  and  chiefs,  warriors  and  men  of  peace,  rnlers  and  sabjKts, 
rich  and  poor,  men  unknown  to  each  other,  widely  ^ereut  from  each  otha, 
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bot  all  fonuing  one  company,  and  draws  together  towturds  one  common 
centre  of  attraction.  We  have  promises  expressed  in  different  terms,  com- 
municated to  different  persons,  and  designed  to  snit  different  occasions, — 
BQch  as  tliat  by  which  the  faith  of  Abraham  was  strengthened,  and  those  by 
which  the  hopes  of  David  were  brightened,  and  which  soch  prophets  as 
Isaiah,  and  Micah,  and  Daniel  were  commiaBiODed  to  make  known  for  the 
consolatioii  of  Israel  In  these  and  similar  promises  we  have  endless  variety ; 
and  yet  they  are  all  crowded  together — they  form  one  great  mnltitnde,  all 
moTii^  in  one  direction,  and  pointing  to  one  common  object. 

We  have  Old  Testament  types,  nnmeroas  and  varied.  Some  of  these 
types — sQch  as  the  lion  and  the  lamb,  the  cleansing  water  and  the  atoning 
blood,  the  brazen  sopent  and  the  fertile  vine — have  no  resemblance  to  ea(£ 
otliw,  md  yet  each  bears  a  significant  resemblance  to  the  same  great 
antitype.  We  have  nations  differing  from  each  other  in  manners  and  in 
customs,  in  language  and  in  laws,  in  many  things  antagonistic  to  each 
other,  sometimes  even  at  open  war,  and  yet  all  t>eariDg  a  common  names 
uid  Dnited  in  the  profession  of  the  same  rehgions  faith. 

We  hare  books  vrithont  end,  not  only  volume  upon  volume,  but  library 
Dpon  library,  embracing  the  highest  results  of  intellectual  toil  for  many 
generations.  We  have  a  great  stream,  we  might  almost  say  an  ocean,  of 
theologictd  and  religions  literature,  becoming  Saoper  and  broader  as  time 
rolls  on,  and  yet  all  relating  to  one  great  sobject  of  human  thought.  We 
have  preachers  and  teachers,  confessors  and  martyrs  without  number,  from 
the  days  of  Abel  and  Koah  down  to  the  times  in  which  we  live,  all  bearing 
teslJiQony  to  the  same  great  truth,  millions  iqwn  millions  of  buildmgs  have 
been  erected,  and  thonsanda  npon  thousands  are  in  the  conrse  of  erection  at 
this  very  moment,  with  the  view  of  promoting  oae  common  cause.  Sermons 
inntuQ^able  have  been  preached,  and  thousands  are  preached  every  day. 
Th«e  are  not  two  of  these  sermons  entirely  alike,  and  yet  they  have  aU  pro- 
fessedly one  great  theme. 

There  is  another  world  than  this,  the  population  of  which  is  daily  increaa- 
isg.  The  inhabitants  of  that  world  have  come  from  the  east  and  from  the 
vest,  from  the  north  and  from  the  south.  They  have  been  gathered  from 
sll  ranks  and  classes,  and  brought  out  of  every  country  and  every  clime. 
They  form  a  company  which  no  man  can  number,  and  tie  individuality  of 
every  member  of  this  great  company  shall  continue  for  ever  unimpaired }  but 
in  one  respect  there  shall  be  perfect  resemblance  as  well  as  unbroken  unity : 

e  their  tonguei, 

Look,  then,  at  this  great  crowd,  so  different  in  the  elements  that  compose 
it,  and  yet  drawn  togetiier  and  kept  together  by  a  common  bond.  Look  at 
tbis  great  crowd  of  ideas  and  facts,  of  doctrines  and  principles,  of  words 
ud  actions,  of  persons  and  events ;  look  at  patriarchs,  prophets,  uid 
^Kistke,  poets  and  philosophers,  confessors  and  martyrs,  churches  and 
Khools  of  learning,  preachers  and  authors,  sermons  and  books, — all  bearit^ 
OS  the  accomplishment  of  one  special  object.  Ask  what  it  means,  and  you 
viU  be  told  that  it  is  all  about  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  This  vast  assemblage, 
so  strangely  composed,  has  been  brought  together,  and  is  kept  together, 
becanse '  Jbsus  op  Nazaheth  passeth  bt.' 

As  soon  as  the  blind  man  at  Jericho  became  conscious  of  an  i^roaching 
Eunltitude,  he  asked  what  it  meant  Nothing  conld  be  more  natural  than 
BQch  an  inquiry  in  snch  circnmstances ;  silence  would  have  been  nnuatural 
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and  irratiod&l.  And  ^et  there  are  thonaands  of  rational  beings  who  can  IcxA 
at  this  greater  and  more  important  and  constantly  increasing  throng,  this 
maltitode  of  drcamstutces,  this  cloud  of  witnesses,  that  follow  the  Sanonr 
of  the  world,  and  yet  make  no  inquiry,  and  give  themselves  no  concern  aboat 
it.  This  irrational  and  inexcnsable  apathy  is  one  of  the  greatest  enemies  of 
tmth  and  godlinesB.  It  is  the  besetting  sin  of  many  who  bear  the  Christian 
name,  and  one  in  reference  to  which  yoa  need  to  be  on  yonr  gnard.  Beware, 
then,  of  yielding  to  its  iuflnence. 

When  yoD  see  a  crowd  in  the  street  yoor  attention  is  at  once  arrested,  and 
yon  ask  what  it  means.  How,  then,  ia  it  possible  for  any  of  yon,  however 
calm  and  cool  in  temperament,  to  look  nnmoved  on  this  momeotons  and 
imposing  conconrse, — this  mnltitnde,  filling  time  and  space,  comprehending 
the  noblest  beings,  the  greatest  achieTements,  and  the  most  wonderful  events, 
so  strangely  promiscnons,  and  still  more  strangely  united?  How  is  it 
possible  for  any  one  to  look  on  aU  this  and  not  ask  what  it  means  ?  Look, 
then,  at  this  crowd.  Let  this  question  be  put  regarding  it  with  earnestness 
and  intelligence,  and  yon  will  find  all  yoa  need  to  know  in  the  answer, '  Jesus 
OF  Nazareth  passeth  bt.' 

II.  Hese  words  may  be  viewed,  in  the  second  place,  as  the  intimation  of  a 
gracioas  opportunity.  It  was  a  blind  man  by  whom  the  question  referred 
to  had  been  pnt,  and  to  whom  the  reply  here  recorded  had  been  given;  and 
it  ia  not  nnlikely  that  those  who  gave  this  reply  did  so  in  a  tone  which 
indicat«d  that  he  had  now  an  opportunity  of  being  delivered  from  his  great 
calamity.  But  whether  or  not  it  was  their  intention  to  give  anch  an  intima- 
tion, and  even  although  they  may  not  have  felt  the  fnll  import  of  their  own 
words,  then-  reply  was  nevertheless  the  intimation  of  a  gracious  opportunity. 
Its  fall  meaning  was  this:  '  Jesns  of  Xazareth,  even  Ke  who  gives  the  blind 
their  sight,  passeth  by.'  Thia  same  anuonncement, '  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
passeth  by,*  continnes  to  be  made  still,  and  may  still  be  viewed  as  the  intinta- 
tion  of  a  gracioas  opportunity. 

The  great  object  of  onr  Lord's  visit  to  the  world  was  to  seek  and  to  save 
the  lost.  For  this  He  lived,  for  thia  He  died,  and  for  thia  He  sita  as  a  priest 
on  His  throne.    He  still 

'  Punaes  in  beaven  Hia  mishty  plan. 
The  SftviotiT  and  the  frieua  of  mao.' 

As  a  Savionr  and  a  friend  He  is  always  at  hand ;  but  there  are  times 
when  He  may  be  said  to  come  nearer  than  usual  to  those  who  need  His  aid, 
to  pass  close  by  them,  to  exhibit  Himself  specially  to  their  notice,  and  in 
this  way  graciously  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  obtfuning  fron;  Him  the 
supplies  they  need. 

Thia  is  sometimes  done  in  the  dispensation  of  Providence.  When  visited 
by  personal  affliction  or  relative  trials  of  any  kind ;  when  some  painfully 
sudden  and  striking  event  reminds  ns  that  this  is  not  our  rest,  and  that  onr 
hold  on  this  world  is  alight  and  insecure ;  when  events  take  place  that  lead 
the  mind  to  solemn  and  serioas  thought,  and  compel  as  to  thmk  of  death, 
judgment,  and  eternity ;  when  we  feel  constrained  to  pnt  the  qnestioD, 
'  What  shaU  it  profit  a  man,  thongh  he  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose  his 
own  soul  T  or  what  shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  tor  hia  soni  ? '  when  any- 
thing takea  place  to  make  us  feel  our  great  danger,  our  many  wants,  md 
our  utter  helpleasnesa ;  when  we  become  painfully  aenaible  that  ne  need  a 
hiding-place  from  the  storm  and  a  covert  from  the  tempest, — we  may  r^ard 
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this  Tsry  Btate  of  mind  aa  an  intimation  to  na  that  what  we  need  is  at  hand — 
fhflt '  Jesos  of  Nazabeth  passeth  bt.' 

In  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  thtB  intimation  onght  alwa7B  to  be  made. 
There  ia  no  gospel  without  it.  Ood'a  law  ia  no  donbt  exceeding  broad ; 
there  ia  milk  for  babes  and  strong  meat  for  the  mature  in  years.  The 
gospel  may  be  preached  in  many  different  forma  :  'All  Scripture  is  given  by 
inspiration  of  God,  and  ia  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction, 
and  for  instrnctiou  in  rigbteonsnesa.'  There  are  many  thinga  abont  the 
character  of  God,  and  many  things  about  the  condition  of  man,  concerning 
which  Ood  Himself  has  condescended  to  apeak,  and  with  which  all  who  are 
well  instructed  in  the  things  of  the  Kingdom  moat  seek  to  be  acquainted. 
There  are  precepta  and  promiijes,  counsels  and  warninga,  threatening?  and 
reproofs,  to  which  due  prominence  must  be  given;  but  along  with  all  these 
thinga,  blended  with  them,  and  ahining  through  them,  there  must  always  be 
aa  nnmistakeable  exhibition  of  the  way  of  salvation,  something  directly  or 
indirectly  calling  attention  to  Jeans  Christ  and  Him  crncified.  This  ia  the 
head  atone  of  the  comer — the  pillar  and  ground  of  truth.  Without  this,  the 
brightest  images,  the  deepest  thought,  and  the  moat  commandmg  eloquence 
Lava  neither  meanii^  nor  value.  It  ia  not  indeed  possible  to  give  in  every 
sermon  a  fall,  clear,  and  interesting  exhibition  of  the  truth  as  it  ia  in  Jesns. 
The  attempt  to  do  this  can  only  result  in  the  constant  repetition  of  a  dry 
and  dreary  form  of  worda,  and  in  this  way,  instead  of  giving  instruction 
abont  the  various  parts  of  a  noble  edifice,  it  ia  only  a  bare,  miniature  sketch  of 
it  that  can  be  held  up  to  view.  Instead  of  the  objects  of  the  landscape,  there 
are  only  the  lines  of  a  map.  But  while  this  ia  to  be  avoided,  still  the 
essential  elements  of  the  gospel  most  always,  in  one  way  or  other,  obtain  a 
prominent  place.  In  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  yon  may  become  acquainted 
with  many  persona  and  places  and  events  of  the  deepest  interest ;  but  it  is 
either  preached  nnfaithfully,  or  you  liaten  to  it  unintell^ently,  if  it  is  not  to 
yon  a  gracious  mtimation  that  the  source  of  heavenly  and  spuritual  blesamg 
ij  at  hand — that '  Jesua  of  Nazareth  passeth  by.' 

This  intimation  is  also  made  in  the  pubUc  ordinances  of  religion.  The 
retam  of  the  Sabbath  brings  Him  before  us  in  His  triumph  Over  death  and 
the  grave.  The  ordinary  worship  of  the  sanctuary  brings  Him  before  us  as 
the  Master  of  assembhes,  for  He  has  said,  'Wherever  two  or  three  are  met 
together  in  my  name,  there  am  I  inthemidst  of  them;'  and  in  the  ordinance  of 
the  Supper  this  ia  still  more  specially  the  case.  In  the  sacred  memorials  of 
His  broken  body  and  shed  blood  He  is  set  before  our  eyes  as  '  the  Lamb 
that  was  slain.'  Here  His  violent  and  sacrificial  death  is  vividly  presented 
to  view.  We  must  guard  against  all  idolatrous  or  superstitions  veneration  for 
the  mere  elementa  employed  in  this  ordinance ;  we  muat  guard  againat  every 
approach  to  the  Popish  fancy  that  theae  elements  have  been  changed  into 
(he  body  and  blood  of  Jesus,  and  are  offered  again  aa  &  repetition  of  His 
atoning  sacrifice.  We  must  remember  that  they  are  bread  and  wine,  and 
Qothmg  more ;  but  we  must  also  keep  in  mind  that  it  is  neither  idolatry  nor 
SQperstition  to  feel  that  this  ordinance  brings  us  into  pecuUar  contact  and 
lellowahip  with  Jesus.  And  we  have  good  reason  to  fear  that  there  is 
something  wrong  with  ns  if  we  can  sit  down  at  a  commnnloa  table  and  not 
led  that '  Jesus  of  Nazareth  passeth  bx.' 

To  each  of  us  this  ia  a  gracious  opportunity,  and  let  us  gladly  embrace  it. 
As  soon  as  the  blind  man  knew  that  Jesus  was  at  hand,  he  cried,  saying, 
'Jeana,  Thou  son  of  David,  have  mercy  on  me.'  Among  the  crowd  there 
were  some  who  tried  to  put  him  to  silence ;  but  the  words  were  still  ringing 
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in  his  ear,  '  Jesna  of  Naziireth  paeseth  b;.'  This  van  to  bhn  tbe  intimalioo 
of  a  gracioDB  opportnnitj',  and  he  was  resolred  to  embrace  it.  Hie  oppon- 
tion  he  enconirt«red  only  constrained  him  to  cry  out  tbe  more  earnestly, 
'  JeBUB,  Thon  son  of  David,  have  mercy  on  me.'  His  faith  uid  perserenuice 
were  rewarded.  He  attracted  the  notice  of  Jesns,  prayed  that  be  might 
receive  his  nght,  and  his  prayer  was  gracionsly  auew^^ 

Let  ns  make  the  same  nse  of  a  dmilaT  gracions  opportnnity.  Jeens  of 
Nazareth  is  paeaing  by.  This  is  His  own  day ;  this  brii^  Him  near  ns. 
This  is  His  own  house;  this  brings  Him  nearer  us.  We  expect  in  the  afternoon 
to  sit  down  at  H&  own  table ;  and  this  will  bring  Hfm  neaiw  to  ns  stilL  As 
He  is  passing  by,  let  ns  seek  to  be  enriched  with  the  treasures  of  "Bh  grta. 
Let  ne  earnestly  ask  IQm  to  rcaaove  from  ns  every  form  and  vestige  of 
si^toal  blindness,  that  we  may  have  right  views  of  what  we  are  and  what 
is  reqnirod  of  ns, — that,  in  matt^  of  faith  and  practice,  we  may  see  the  light, 
and  without  g^uajing  follow  it  wherever  it  may  lead  ns. 

in.  These  words  may  be  newed,  in  the  third  place,  as  a  waniiag  that  die 
gracious  opportunity  thos  announced  may  soon  be  lost.  '  Jesos  of  NaEueUi 
passeth  by.'  The  way  of  salvation  is  always  open.  The  most  hardened 
sinner  may  be  converted  and  turned  to  God,  even  at  the  eleventh  hour ;  hnt 
still  it  is  tme  that  special  opportunities  are  given  for  the  obtaining  of  salva- 
tion, with  its  accompanying  bleesinga,  and  that,  if  these  opportunities  are  not 
embraced,  they  pass  away  and  are  tost,  and  may  never  be  again  repeated. 
If  the  blhid  man  at  Jericho  had  not  embraced  the  opportunity  of  Jesna 
passing  by,  he  wonid  never  have  had  another.  It  was  the  last  opportunity 
of  the  same  kmd  he  was  to  enjoy,  for  JesDS  was  never  agam,  in  vinble  homin 
form,  to  pass  throngfa  Jericho. 

The  Savionr  is  always  within  reacA,  He  is  always  abl^  and  wilEng  to 
save ;  but  there  are  times  when  He  is  specially  near — when  He  is  closed 
pressed  on  the  attention  of  those  wbo  need  His  aid—when  special  opportnnitMS 
are  given,  and  when  snch  opportunities,  if  not  embraced,  may  be  lost  for 
ever.  'Hiere  are  times  when  He  comes  by  special  judgments  and  special 
agencies  ;  but  these  gracions  opportunities  do  not  always  last.  He  comes 
to  nations  and  finds  them  asleep ;  they  sleep  on,  and  He  passes  by.  9' 
comes  to  comrannities ;  these  communities  hardra  thear  hearts,  they  ^ 
their  ears,  they  will  not  listen,  and  He  passes  by.  There  are  tinwe  ifb« 
He  comes  to  Chnrches  j  but  they  beheve  themselves  to  be  rich  and  increased 
in  goods,  and  to  have  need  of  nothing,  and  He  passes  by.  There  are  timet 
when,  through  the  preaching  of  the  word,  He  comee  to  individnalSi  >*" 
reasons  with  them  about  righteousness,  temperwice,  and  judgment  to  cow 
They  may  tremble,  but  they  only  tremble  and  say, '  Go  Thy  way  for  t™ 
time,  when  I  have  a  convenient  season  I  will  call  for  Thee  ; '  and  He  p*B« 

Bfimember,  then,  that  there  is  a  solemn  warning  as  well  as  the  intimawf 
of  a  gracious  opportunity  in  the  words, '  Jesus  of  Nazareth  paeseth  by.'  H* 
stands  and  knot^s,  but  He  will  not  always  stand,  He  wiU  not  always  tooct 
This  is  UDplied  in  some  of  the  most  earnest  exhortations  addressed  to  the  bom 
of  men, — as  when  it  is  said, '  Seek  the  Lord  while  He  may  be  found ;  c*J 
upon  Him  while  He  is  near.'  '  Now  is  the  accepted  time,  now  is  tbe  dtj  '^ 
salvation.'  '  Because  I  caUed  and  ye  refused,  I  stretched  out  my  hand  ana 
no  man  regarded,  ...  I  wiB  also  laugh  at  yonr  calamities,  and  moA  vhfli 
your  fear  cometh.'  He  comes  to  ns  every  Sabbath  day,  and  passes  by.  H* 
comes  to  us  in  every  gospel  sermon,  and  passes  by.    He  comes  to  ns  rt  *^ 
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commoQion  seasoo,  and  paeseB  b^ ;  and  in  reference  to  all  bqcIi  TisitationB, 
ive  know  that  the  time  is  coming,  and  may  not  be  far  away,  when,  so  far 
ae  we  are  concerned,  these  gracious  opportonitiea  of  obtaining  heavenly  and 
spiritoal  blessings  ehalt  never  again  occnr.  ^  Jesns  of  Nazareth  passeth  by ;' 
'  Jesds  of  Nazabbth  PA88BTH  BY.'  To  some  of  ns  it  may  be  the  l^t  Sabbath, 
the  last  sermon,  the  last  commoniou  service.  He  is  now  at  hand ;  He  is 
passing  by.  Let  ns  not  allow  TTipi  to  psiss  without  laying  bold  on  Him,  and 
clinging  to  Him,  and  asking  from  Him  the  light  and  the  Hfe  which  He  alone 
can  give,  and  wiiich  He  gives  freely.  K.  B. 


SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION.' 

BT  IBS  KDrrOB. 

The  age  in  iriiich  we  lire  presents  a  contiast  teligioaaly  of  a  Yorr  inarked  and  re- 
markable kind.  Fo;  eome  mouths  past  we  have  seen  men  in  large  multitodes 
gathering  themaelveB  together,  and  asking  with  deepest  eamestnees,  '  What  shall 
we  do  to  be  saved?'  and  in  very  many  instances  rejoicing  in  the  asBiiTance  of 
salvation.  But  umnltaueously  with  this  great  movement  and  practical  testimony 
to  the  power  and  grandenr  of  leiigion,  we  have  issuing  from  the  press  pnblica- 
tJODS  Qi  all  kinds,  and  of  sll  de^reee  of  literary  merit,  in  which  it  ia  sought  to 
be  proved  that  religion  is  merely  a  figment  of  the  fancy,  a  relic  of  superatition, 
ana  one  of  those  malign  influences  which  must  disappear  as  the  world  advances 
in  tme  wisdom.  In  sapport  of  this,  metaphysical  speculation,  scientific  iavestiga- 
tion,  and  historical  reeearch  are  called  in  and  made  tri)  do  unwonted  service.  In 
tlie  volumes  before  us  these  various  instromeuts  are  all  employed,  hut  it  is  in  the 
field  of  historical  research  that  the  anouymons  author  is  specially  strong.  In  his 
preface,  he  thus  sets  forth  the  purpose  for  which  these  volumes  were  written,  and 
the  spirit  by  which  he  is  animated:  '  The  present  work  is  the  result  of  many 
years  of  earnest  and  serious  investigation,  undertaken  in  the  fiiBt  instance  for  the 
regulation  of  personal  bdief,  and  now  published  as  a  contribution  towards  the 
establishment  of  truth  in  the  minds  of  others  who  are  seeking  for  it.  .  .  .  The 
^eat  Teacher  is  rtrioried  to  have  said,  "  Be  ye  approved  mcoiey-ohangera." 
Wiselj  disoemhig  the  gold  of  truth,  no  man  need  hemtate  honestly  to  t^t  its 
realil?,  and  nnflmchin^y  reject  luse  oonuterfeits.  It  is  obvious  that  the  most 
Indispensable  requisite  in  regard  to  religion  is  that  it  should  he  true.'  The  man 
who  bonesUy  and  earnestly  seeks  to  arrive  at  truth  at  aU.  hazards,  and  to  make 
it  known  to  others,  is  surely  to  be  commended ;  but  it  is  well  for  such  an  one  to 
remember  that  he  is  after  sJl  only  a  fallible  man,  and  that  the  conclusions  which 
he  reaches,  however  plausibk  or  satisfactory  to  himself,  may  be  only  partially  tme 
or  wholly  false.  We  gladly  admit,  however,  that  the  spirit  displayed  1^  this 
writer  ia,  on  the  whole,  candid  and  praisewcothy.  He  is  not  guilty  <^  the  hate 
with  which  the  elder  Mill  regarded  everything  like  snpematmiJ  rehgion,  and  he 
is  not  ^ways  curling  his  Up  in  lofty  scorn  and  grand  self-iuitisfaction,  like  Uatthew 
AnuJd  ;  but  still  he  ia  not  altogether  free  fnun  the  faults  into  which  the  class  of 
wiiterg  fo  which  he  belongs  ia  apt  to  fall.  We  can  notice  something  of  disdain  in 
the  way  in  which  he  sometimes  speaks  of  '  divines  and  dismayed  thewigians ; '  and 
surely  there  is  a  lack  both  of  charity  and  justice  in  his  repeated  asseveration  that 
Christian  polemical  writers  are  much  more  concerned  about  retaining  received 
positions  than  investigating  and  reaching  what  is  really  true.  He  accuses  them  of 
writing  under  the  influence  of  feeling  rather  than  reason,  and  of  alw^s  showing  a 
desire  to  reach  a  foregone  oondusion.  Now  it  is  possible  that,  even  in  the  most 
conscientions  writer,  (here  may  be  unconsciously  sometidng  of  this  ;  and  we  think 
it  is  not  difficult  to  see  that  even  so  profusely  profeesedly  an  impartial  man  as  onr 
author  occasionally  aUows  his  feelings  to  colour  hig  judgments,  and  penoits  the 

■  AffwrnofuroZ  Rduiim:  An  lijidn  into  Iht  Beaiiiy  ofDivint  RenelaHm.     Two  volameB. 
Ijmiim :  XoDBmBia,  Green,  &  C!o.    ISf  4. 
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coneloBion  to  which  he  wiahe«  to  come  to  mould  his  &^;umeDt.  It  will  bekng 
befoie  Any  ol  lu  riae  eatirelf  superior  to  the  infloeDCe  which  the  MoIk  of  which 
Bacon  Bpeaks  exert  on  us ;  but  it  eeeiuB  geQenliy  to  be  asaumed  bj  a  certun 
claas  of  writers  that  they  have  wholly  aubdued  these  subtle  powers,  whilat  tbef 
cleave  in  kU  their  might  and  malignity  to  tiieir  oppoaents. 

What,  then,  it  may  be  aaked,  is  the  conclusion  which  he  reaches  on  the  sU- 
important  subject  of  Supernatural  Religion  ?  It  ia  this ; — '  The  necessitj  of  t 
divine  revelation  is  a  pnre  theological  figment,  utterly  opposed  to  reaaoQ.'  Tbit 
ia  his  concluaion,  and  it  ia  one  so  sweeping,  involving  consequences  so  vast,  and 
so  opposed  to  what  has  almost  universally  been  deemed  the  beliefs  and  aapiiatiffln 
of  man,  that  it  may  well  atartla  ns ;  and  we  may  be  pardoned  if,  before  we  accept 
it,  we  aak  a  yet  more  powerful  and  conclusive  demonstration  than  is  here  or  elac- 
wheie  given.  Our  author  thinks,  however,  that  if  the  Chmtian  religion  kcr 
freed  from  the  theological  dogmas  with  which  it  is  weighted,  and  were  to  retain 
only  its  morality,  as  exhibited  in  the  lite  and  set  forth  in  the  teaching  of  Jeane, 
then  it  would  appear  at  once  a  gruider  and  more  attractive  thing,  and  make  more  ' 
rapid  progrcM  in  tiie  world.  Now  it  seems  to  us,  that  if  Jesua  is  regarded  merelj 
as  an  ethical  teacher.  He  ia  stripped  of  His  essential  character ;  and  if  tiie  gospel  is 
reduced  to  a  mere  system  of  morality  that  ia  robbed  of  it«  power,  it  becomes  thm 
merely  one  of  the  many  systems  of  ethical  philosophy,  which  have  been  fruitful 
themea  of  speculation,  bnt  nave  never  influenced  the  character  or  transformed  tb« 
livea  of  men.  And  the  history  of  the  gospel  ahows,  that  whenever  it  has  made  real 
and  legitimate  progreaa,  and  whenever  it  has  succeeded  in  changing  the  hearts 
and  elevating  the  livea  of  men,  it  ia  owing  not  chiefly  to  its  ethical  teaching,  but 
to  those  aapects  of  truth  which  our  author  rejects  as  pernicious,  but  which  the 
Scriptures  affirm  to  be  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation. 

Uoral  truth,  however,  ia  not  nil  that  this  writer  would  retain  of  the  teschiogof 
revelation,  though,  of  course,  he  retains  it  solely  as  a  dictate  of  raaaon.  B« 
believes  in  a  personal  God,  the  Maker  of  all  things.  In  this  respect  he  differs  bom 
those  who  see  in  the  universe  only  '  a  stream  of  tendency  that  makes  tor  righteons- 
ness,'  or  who  affirm  that  concerning  a  divine  being  nothing  can  be  known.  He 
says  :  '  Escaping  from  it — a  divine  revelation — we  exchange  a  Jewish  anthropo- 
morphic divmity,  made  aft«r  our  image,  for  an  omnipresent  God,  from  whose  seNae 
reign  of  law  anarchy  and  disorder  are  absolutely  excluded.'  His  position,  then, 
is  uiat  of  a  tbeistic  moralist,  though,  as  we  shall  see,  of  a  peculiar  kind.  In  this 
pay  he  exposes  himself  to  the  ciusbing  logic  and  incontrovertible  argDmentatioD  of 
Butler,  iu  his  great  work  on  the  Analogy  of  Eeligion,  Natural  and  Revealed.  It 
does  not,  however,  seem  te  have  formed  part  of  his  plan  to  meet  the  ailments  ct 
that  writer,  and  to  afaow  how  ther  do  not  apecially  apply  to  him. 

Whilst,  however,  it  is  allowed  that  there  is  an  omnipresent  God,  we  are  deprived 
of  much  ot  the  strength  and  joy  that  this  might  give  us  by  being  told  that  Qod, 
having  originally  instituted  a  certain  order  of  l£inga,  ordainol  a  reign  of  law,  now, 
without  any  iDterference  on  His  part,  ailowa  that  order  to  be  fuMlled,  and  thit 
reign  to  hold  on  its  way  unbroken  and  unbreakable.  There  is  no  point  at  which 
God  can  in  any  degree  interfere.  In  this  wayprayer  ia  unavailing,  repentance  un- 
necessary, and  dirine  aasistance  hopeleas.  What  we  have  to  do  is  not  to  ciy  to 
Qod  tor  any  blessing,  but  simply  to  leara  His  laws.  As  for  rq>entance,  that  iaof  DO 
avail;  we  must  just  suffer  forourmiatakes,  and  avoid  them  in  the  future;  and  as  to 
any  imparting  of  help  te  ns  in  our  struggles,  in  our  endeavours  to  learn  eilha 
physicalormorallaw,  that  is  not  once  to  bethought  of.  God  has  endowed  ns  with 
certain  powers,  and  placed  us  in  certain  conditions,  and  our  part  is  to  nse  these 
powers  and  avail  ourselves  of  these  conditions :  we  most  simply  help  ourselvUi 
It  is  the  theory  of  the  ancient  Greek  phibsophy,  which  taught  that  God,  having 
made  the  world,  left  it  to  pursue  its  own  course. 

It  might  have  been  worth  our  author's  while,  however,  to  have  attempted  to 
show  how  the  worship  of  God  as  a  Being  holding  personal  communication  with 
man  has  obtained  in  bH  ages ;  how  a  senae  of  guilt  has  always  oppreffled  man  (not 
a  mere  feeling  of  mistake)  ;  and  how  prayer  ia  an  iirepreasible  impulae  of  the  eoal 
In  any  comprehensive  theory  of  religion,  not  only  must  the  physical  laws  under 
which  we  live  be  taken  into  account,  but  the  laws  of  our  own  nature,  and  tiM 
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moral  and  spiritDal  phenomena  of  onr  race.  And  when  these  are  carefullj  studied, 
it  is  seea  that  at  no  philosopher's  dictum,  bj  no  enchanter's  wand,  can  tbej  be  made 
to  disappear. 

Om  author,  then,  retains  Religion,  but  rejects  Ilevelation — diBmiases  the  Super- 
oaliual,  and  has  a  place  onlf  for  the  Natur^.  And  what  is  the  process  by  which 
be  accoTopUahes  this  result?  It  is  by  doing  away  with  miraclea.  Revelation  de- 
pends on  miracles ;  and  if  miraclea  are  proved  to  be  untenable,  then,  aa  a  matter  of 
Gooiee,  revelation  is  set  aaide.  '  Aa  soon  as  the  sapematoral  basis  is  withdrawn, 
tbe  whole  fabric  of  eccieeiaetical  Christianit;  coUapses.'  And  then  he  proceeds  to 
aay :  '  The  great  majority  of  modem  German  critics  reject  the  miraculous  altogether, 
and  consider  the  question  as  no  longer  worthy  of  discnsBton ;  and  most  of  those  who 
have  not  distinctly  expressed  this  view  either  resort  to  every  lingoistic  device  to 
evsde  the  difficulty,  or  betray  by  their  hesitation  the  feebleness  of  their  belief.  In 
dealing  with  the  question  of  miracles,  therefore,  it  is  not  to  Germany  we  muot 
turn,  but  to  England,  where  their  reality  is  still  maintained.'  Of  course  it  is  implied 
tliat  in  this  respect  England  lags  behind,  and  that,  in  proportion  aa  we  free  onr- 
eelves  from  our  insular  prejudices  and  shake  oft  our  insular  shackles  of  thought, 
ve  shall  follow  in  the  wake  of  Germany,  and  miracles  gradually  diauipeai'  from 


Dugst  the  things  that  are  surely  believed  amongst  us.    The  Enghsh  writers 

DBB  works  are  subjected  to  criticism — generally  appreciative,  and  tJways  acute, 

bnt  certainly  mialeaaing — are  Archbishops  Whately  and  Trench,  DeanMansel,  Dis. 


Hozley  and  Farrar,  and  Paley.  And  it  is  sought  to  be  shown,  aa  against  these 
imtere,  that  miracles  are  h  priori  incredible,  are  from  the  nature  of  things  impos- 
nble,  that  the  evidence  on  which  they  rest  is  qnite  unreliable,  and  that  their  de- 
fmders  virtually  abandon  them  as  of  sufficient  weight  per  te. 

Of  course  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  us  to  follow  our  author  along  a  course  of 
argttioent  and  illustration  which  occupies  two  large  volumes ;  but  in  the  briefest 
Duuiaer  possible  we  shall  make  a  few  notea  on  what  seem  to  ns  to  be  weak  and 
vnleeiable  points. 

A  writer  who  speaks  so  mnch  of  the  reign  of  law,  and  tells  ns  that  law  is  the 
only  thing  with  which  we  have  practically  U>  do,  ought  to  have  given  us  a  clear 
ind  unmistakeable  definition  of  law.  He  ought  to  have  told  us  what  law  is. 
This  he  fails  to  do  except  incidentally.  He  speaks  '  of  facts  which  constitute  a 
l»w.'  Now  facts  can  never  constitute  a  law.  From  a  consideration  of  facts,  we 
Duiy  gain  a  notion  of  the  law  under  which  they  eiint ;  but  &e  facta  are  con- 
ditton«d  by  the  law — the  law  is  not  created  by  the  facte.  This  is  a  kind  of  writing 
ttith  which  we  are  familiar.  It  abounds  in  the  works  of  tbe  Materialistic  school ; 
Mid  although  we  cannot  say  that  our  author  belongs  to  this  school,  surely  it  is 
significant  that  we  find  a  writer  who  seeks  to  do  away  with  revelation  speaking 
of  Uw  after  the  fashion  of  those  who  deny  to  man  the  poesesuon  of  a  spiritual 
latore. 

In  speaking  of  tbe  a  priori  incredibility  of  miracles,  he  says ;  '  Dr.  Moriey's 
^ffinnation,  that  anlecedenlly  one  step  on  the  ground  and  an  ascent  to  heaven  are 
'hke  incredible,  does  not  help  him.  In  that  sense  it  follows  that  there  is  nothing 
^at  is  not  Mtecedently  incredible — nothing  credible  until  it  has  happened.'  Mow 
"lere  injustice  is  done  to  Dr.  Mozley,  and  the  force  of  his  argument  not  fairiy 
"Mt.  The  object  of  Dr.  Mozley  is  to  show  that  many  things  which  antecedently 
Jfe  would  have  pronounced  incredible  actually  have  taken  place,  and  that  there- 
in we  are  itot  at  liberty  to  af&rm,  that  because  certain  things  have  not  happened 
in  our  experience,  that  therefore  it  is  incredible  that  they  can  occur.  We  believe 
sfter  the  (act  has  been  accomplished,  what  antecedently  we  pronounced  in- 
•i'sdiUe;  facts  that  we  now  pronounce  incredible  may  yet  be  accomplished,  and 
<»Dipd  our  faith.  So  that  the  object  of  Dr.  Mozley  is  not  to  limit  our  belief  to 
xAiai  experience,  but  to  make  us  cautious  in  pronouncing  on  what  is  and  what  ia 
oot  incredible.  The  applicaljon  of  this  to  miracles  is  obvious  and  conclusive : 
'*^(uue  we  have  had  no  experience  of  miracles,  we  are  not,  arguing  from  analogy 
^  our  past  experience,  justified  in  concluding  that  they  are  impoSMble,— rather 
'"wedibfe  because  impossible. 

The  impossihility  <^  miracles,  from  the  nature  of  things,  is  a  subject  requiring 
very  reverent  and  cweful  treatment.     It  always  seems  to  us  that  the  argument 
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need  by  John  Foster  agiuusl  tboae  who  den;  the  ezititeuce  of  a  God  is  apedaBy 
applicable  here :  '  The  attribntea  of  Dedty  aie  asomed,  while  the  edstrntce  of  God 
if)  denied.'  To  meaanre  what  is  ponible  for  God  by  our  notionB  of  the  poa^tle  k 
Biii«ly  pKBnmptooDB.  There  is  thna  irrefragable  force  in  Paley 'a  signment  that, 
granted  '  the  exiatence  of  a  Dlrine  Being,  mmadea  become  qnite  poaaible.'  Inthii 
case,  what  ie  mincolooa  to  ns  may  only  be  aome  d  the  waya  ctt  Him  who,  bdae 
infinite  aod  omnipotent,  donbtleaa  has  reBonroea  at  Hia  command  ibe  natoce  sod 
extent  of  which  we  cannot  onderetand ;  and  it  may  be  that  aotdona,  vhii^  we 
now  apetik  of  aa  miracnloaa,  may,  in  a  hi^er  state  of  exiatence,  cease  to  seem,  so— 
jost  aa  what  are  miraclea  to  the  child  are  not  miracles  to  the  man  of  matore  jars. 
For  one  thing  we  contend  as  eameetly  m  any  one,  yiz.  that  God  camiot  Tiolite 
His  own  lawB ;  but  then  we  disclaim  the  knowledge  of  God'a  lawa  in  all  their  rami- 
ficationa,  and  what  is  powble  to  Him  in  working  in  perfect  haimony  with  them. 
The  poeaeafiou  of  abaolate  and  final  knowledge  of  law,  that  is  asnm^  by  some,  m 
feariul  and  wonderful.  Thna,  it  ia  argnad  that  we  cannot  iufpr  &  detdgoing  mind 
frcw  the  works  of  nature,  becanee  there  ie  a  bone  in  the  leg  of  the  horse  and  in 
the  arm  of  man  for  which  no  nae  can  be  Been — ns  if,  foraooth,'no  fotore  discarerez 
oonld  improve  on  hia  predeceaocs,  and  diacorer  what  they  had  tailed  to  discern. 

Aa  to  the  unreliable  nature  of  the  testimony  on  which  ndraclgs  leat,  it  is  affirmed, 
Ist,  that  the  aacred  writes  lived  in  au  ignotant  and  siqientitiouB  age,  and  that 
diey  thenuelTes  partocdc  largely  of  the  {rerailiDg  ignorance  and  superstition ;  and 
3d,  diat  the  writiuga  wfaidt  contain  an  accmnt  of  the  events  are  nntrDstwortl^. 

In  reiennae  to  the  first  allegation,  we  obserre  that  it  is  not  suffidently  noted  by 
this  writer  that  the  aacred  writera  give  no  evidence  of  credulity  in  regard  to  the 
facts  they  narrate ;  they  were  most  reluctant  to  believe,  and  believed  only  when 
unbelief  was  impoaable.  But  without  dwelling  chi  tiiia,  we  call  attention  in  thia 
oonnectdon  to  oar  author'a  admiaaions.  He  admits  that  the  hfe  of  Jesas  ia  the 
moat  elevated  ever  recorded,  and  the  morality  of  Jesus  the  most  aobUme  that  the 
world  has  known.  Now  t>i'a  grand  life  and  perfect  morality  are  depicted  by 
jgnotant  and  supeotitiouE  men,  living  amongat  the  ignwant  and  aapeortdtioDS. 
Looking  at  all  the  oironmstBncee  cd  the  case,  surely  on  merelj^  natural  Krounds  <Hke 
oonld  argue  that  a  priori  this  was  in(a«dible ;  but  seeing  it  is  verified  by  fad^ 
how  is  it  to  be  acoounted  for?  Grant  the  miracnloos  and  snpematnnl,  and  all  ia 
^ain ;  deny  these,  and  it  is  inexplicable. 

As  to  the  second  allegation, — the  untnistworthineeeof  the  nairstave,  and  dK  fact 
that  many  of  the  early  Fathers  record  miracles  as  wonderful,  and  beUeved  iima  at 
implicitly,  aa  the  sacred  writ«rs,— tothe  proof  and  illuetration  of  whiii  the  grwta 
portion  of  the  volomea  is  devoted,  much  requires  to  be  aaid,  and  may  ba  said  oan- 
duaireiy  ;  bat  thia  wouM  require  greatly  more  apace  than  we  can  at  present  ^ve. 
Only  we  would  observe,  that  it  ia  difficult  to  argoe  with  a  writer  who  will  net 
allow  that  the  miracles  recorded  in  the  Gospels  possess  characteristica  which  bdeeg 
to  no  others,  and  who  annihilates  the  caaons  of  inspiialion,  as  he  fhinVa,  by  a  coorae 
of  hypothetical  and  inferential  argmnentation.  It  is  of  importwtce,  however,  to 
call  apecial  attmtion  to  this,  by  far  the  largest  and  the  main  part  of  the  work.  In 
tact,  logically,  out  author  should  have  confined  his  (or  hia  eo^jutor^)  labono 
to  tttis  deparlznent  alone  ;  for  if  miracleB  never  took  place,  itia  surely  nnneecliy 
to  argue  tdiat  thej  are  incredible  and  impoaaible.  As  to  the  miraclee  not  having 
been  performed,  it  will  be  remembered  that  by  such  a  line  of  atgiumei^  m  oor 
author  and  others  puisne  it  was  proved  by  Archbuhop  Whatdy  that  each  an  munit- 
takeable  historical  personage  aa  Napoleon  Buonaparte  never  lived.  '  the  highst 
criticisia  *  is  not  quite  synonymous  with  the  perfect  and  irrsverwble  critidam. 

On  the  last  line  of  argument  puisaed  \^  onr  autiica',  via.  that  mira«li«  (» 
Tirtnally  abandoned  as  sufficient  evidence  per  at,  we  make  a  brief  lemaA. 

In  support  of  tiiis  allegation  he  avers,  lat,  that  Satan  ia  represented  as  wcskiiig 
miraclea  in  aupport  of  li^  and  therefcre  they  cannot  intarchangeahly  Bopport  the 
truth  ;  2d,  tiiat  it  k  allowed  that,  if  the  doctrine  taught  ia  inuncffal,  no  mirade 
can  snbetantiate  it. 

In  reference  to  the  first,  it  ought  to  have  been  noted  thst,  in  tiie  matter  of 
working  miracles,  Satan  is  always  represstted  aa  being  imder  the  oottbid  of  a 
higher  power,  and  tbat  hia  miiadea,  ao  called,  are  of  a  maiidont  Umd  aad  etil 
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tendency ;  whereas  God  is  eTer  repreaented  aa  being  the  Supreme  Power,  working 
in  a  beneficent  spirit  and  for  a  beneficent  end. 

Ab  to  the  second  part  of  the  argument,  vis-  that  the  doctrine  tnuat  be  received 
or  rejected  on  its  own  merit,  and  therefore  can  in  no  way  advantage  it, — which, 
with  modificatjons,  is  the  teaching  of  Archbishop  Trench, — it  is  granted  that  a 
mirBcle  caimot  make  immoral  doctrine  binding  on  ob  ;  but  then,  aa  onr  author  all 
along  altowa,  miracles  are  wronght  in  support  of  doctrines  which,  by  reason  of 
their  myateriouBneeB,  eiceed  in  their  own  nature  oor  oomprehension.  It  is  tme 
that,  if  wo  could  see  in  them  palpable  immorality — that  which  revolted  our  moral 
aenae — we  could  not  receive  tnem  ;  and  if  a  miracle  were  adduced  in  theirsupp<»^, 
we  wonld  call  the  miracle  m  question,  for  God  cannot  deny  Himself  and  do  vio- 
lence to  Hia  own  nature.  But  this  ia  a  merely  sappositiouB  argument,  •ad  does 
not  apply  to  the  mtraclea  of  Christ. 

It  is  poB^Ue  that  our  author  has  taesffd  the  name  of  Dr.  Chalmers.  The  aubjeot 
nnder  notioe  was  treated  by  him,  in  the  first  edition  of  hii  wwk  on  the  '  Evidences,' 
in  Mich  a  way  aa  to  lead  to  the  inference  that  a  mirade  was  of  itaelf  sufficient  to 
estabHsh  onif  doctrine  what«7er.  The  consequences  ot  this  were  pointed  out  by  sn 
acute  Aberdoinan  Professor,  and  when  brought  under  the  notice  of  Dr.  Chalmers, 
it  was  at  once  granted  by  him,  with  charBcteristic  magnanimity,  that  the  Professor 
had  argued  jtmtly,  and  lus  own  position  was  modified  accordingly. 

If  a  miracle  is  ^ged  in  attestation  of  the  statement  that  two  and  two  make  five, 
we  cannot  accept  it ;  it  would  be  as  outrageous  to  suppose  that  a  miracle  can  be 
VTon^t  to  show  that  wrong  ia  right,  and  that  God  can  be  guilty  of  wrong-doing. 
The  ultimate  resutta  of  all  inqnir;  into  the  nature  of  the  doetrittes  set  forth,  and 
the  miiaclBS  recorded  in  their  support,  will  always  be  to  prove  that  both  are 
vorlhy  of  a  perfect  Being  and  in  unisoa  with  His  laws. 

Onr  author  thinks  that  the  theory  of  the  nniverae  which  he  promulgates  relieves 
OB  of  all  difficulties,  and  makes  religion  as  acceptable  as  it  ia  desirable.  But  great 
diScnhiee  remain.  He  tells  as  tluit  God  has  made  laws  that  work  tmerringly, 
(nd  calls  on  us  to  admire  His  love  and  wisdom.  But  he  fails  to  solve  the  terrible 
problem  of  the  origin  of  evil,  and  the  prevalence  of  sin  and  suSering.  If  man  is 
the  creature  of  a  Being  who  ever  worka  unerringly,  bow  comes  it  tiiat  he  is  so  im- 
p^ect  a  piece  of  workmanship  ?  Is  he  now  as  God  made  him,  or  haa  he  fallen 
oom  his  position  ?  Holy  Scripture  answers  these  q-aestions,  and  accounts  for  the 
Euts  of  the  case ;  but  to  reject  revdation,  and  yet  affirm  the  existence  of  a  God, 
all  t^ose  works  are  perfect,  is  to  find  ourskves  in  hopeless  contradiction,  And 
u  in  this  theory  the  derangement  in  the  moral  universe  is  left  hopeleesly  nnac- 
(iMntable,  so  we  have  no  sure  prospect  held  out  either  as  to  the  future  of  our 
world  ot  OUT  own  deetiny.  The  world  ia  going  on  to  perfection  through  the 
iscieaae  of  knowledge  and  the  advance  of  civilisation,  we  are  told ;  but  this 
opthnirt  view  of  things  receives  but  littJe  countenance  from  the  hiatory  and  the 
ate  of  the  great  citieB  and  nations  of  former  civilisation.  As  to  our  own  future,  it 
la  Baid  we  may  calmly  leave  onraelves  in  the  hands  of  Him,  all  whose  present 
"■"langements  are  so  admirable.  Apart  from  revelation,  what  hope  for  the  future 
asve  we  here,  and  what  peace  for  the  guilty,  apprehensive  aoul  ? 

"6  have  thus,  in  the  briefest  manner,  gone  over  the  leading  pointe  in  these 
Tohnnea.  On  account  of  the  paramaunt  importance  of  the  subject  of  which  they 
twat,  the  ability  and  learning  they  display,  and  the  oondnsione  which  liiey  reach, 
Uiej  will  be  favouiitea  witi  very  many  in  these  days,  and  may  be  productive  of 
Iwrtfol  results.  But  this  will  only  be  on  a  limited  scale,  for,  notwithstanding  the 
'solute  attempts  that  are  being  made  to  prove  that  reKgion  is  a  mere  priestly  in- 
dention or  ghMdy  Burvival.'man  cannot  diveat  himself  of  his  religious  nature ;  and 
las  nature  requires,  longs  for,  something  more  than  a  religion  which  conasts 
P'oplyef  a  moral  code,  and  a  Dei^  who  has  airanged  all  things  so  as  to  make  it 
unposaiblB  tor  Him  to  hear  the  cry  or  come  to  the  nelp  of  the  creatures  He  has 
i?k^  Supernatural  rdigion  is  the  only  religion  wortiy  of  the  name,  and  that 
vuch  alone  meets  our  instinctive  expectations  and  satisfies  our  deepest  wants. 
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BY  THE  BEV.  PETEB  HEAEN3,  COLDSTREAM. 

Ok  the  permanent  obligation  of  the  Horol  L&w,  the  law  of  the  Sabbath,  and  the 
humtuiitT  of  onr  Lord  Jeaus  Christ,  I  have  already  ahown  that  the  PlymouthislE 
hold  and  teach  most  pernicions  and  perilous  error.  They  often  tell  ns  that  their 
viewa  differ  very  materiallr  from  these  of  the  ^reat  body  of  profeasinK  CbriHtiuia ; 
and  this  is  one  point  on  wnich  their  testimony  is  true.     I  now  proceed  to  nolii»— 

IV.  The  atoning  death  of  Christ.— thej  hold  that  out  SaTionr's  death  was  not 
atoning;  that  He  made  atonement  by  suffering,  not  by  death.  I  am  aware  that 
the  views  of  Mr.  Darby  on  this  point  have  occasioned  mnch  controTerey  among  lie 
Brethren,  and  that  these  views  hare  led  some  of  his  followeis  to  wididraw  from 
him.  A  gentleman  in  Perth  has  noticed  a  former  remark  of  mine  on  this  Bubject 
(see  last  vol.  of  this  magazine,  p.  50^),  and  be  has  called  my  attention  to  a  book- 
tract  by  Mr.  Darby  on  the  Sufferings  of  Ckrisl ;  but  I  have  a  fuller  treatise  by  the 
same  writer  on  th^  subject,  from  whi^  it  appears  that  Mr.  Darby  uses  '  the  blood 
of  Christ '  in  a  peculiar  sense,  not  including  His  death.  Hr.  W.  H.  Dorman,  who 
is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  Mr.  Darby's  views,  and  thwr  modifications  at  various 
Stages,  having  been  intdmately  associated  with  him  for  twenty-eight  year^,  gives 
the  following  summary  on  this  point : — '  Atonement  is  not  1^  the  cross,  nor  by 
Christ's  enduring  the  curse  of  the  law,  nor  in  Christ's  being  smitten  by  God  upon 
the  cross,  nor  simply  by  Christ's  death.'  We  do  not  expect  such  Socinianism  in 
the  writings  of  men  who  often  speak  of  the  blood  of  Christ,  and  freely  qoote  the 
texts  that  support  the  orthodox  doctrine.  But  we  must  allow  Mr.  Darby  to  state 
his  views  in  his  own  words.  In  his  Synopsis,  on  Ps.  cii.  he  says :  '  Christ  is  folly 
looked  at  as  man  chosen  oat  of  the  people  and  exalted  to  be  Messiah,  and  now,  instead 
of  taking  the  kingdom.  He  is  rejected  and  cut  off.  The  time  is  the  immediate 
approach  of  the  cross,  but  was,  we  know,  perhaps  often  antidpated  in  thought,  as 
John  xii.     He  looks  to  Jehovah,  who  cast  Him  down  whom  Be  had  called  to  the 

Elace  of  Uessiab,  bat  who  now  meets  indignalioii  and  wralb.  We  are  far  here 
eyond  looking  at  sufferings  as  coming  from  man.  They  did,  and  were  felt;  but 
men  are  not  before  Him  in  judgment,  nor  is  it  His  expiatoiy  work,  though  that 
which  wrought  it  is  here, — the  indignation  and  wrath.  It  is  Himself ,  His  own  being 
cut  off  as  a  man.'  On  Ps.  Ixiz.  Mr.  Darby  says  :  '  It  is  more  difficult  to  get  huld 
of  this  third  kind  of  suffering.'  In  the  papers  on  the  sufferings  of  Christ  he  says: 
'  Now,  in  the  69th  Faolm  we  have  the  cross  also,  and  not  merely  the  wickednea  of 
man,  though  that  is  fully  entered  into,  but  the  trusting  of  God  and  distress  under 
sense  of  sins.  How  is  this  to  be  distinguished  from  the  atoning  work  of  Christ?' 
These  sentences  are  plainer  than  the  enigmatical  utterances  in  which  Mr.  Darby 
usually  indulges  when  he  is  stating  some  heretical  view  which  he  may  be  after- 
wards challenged  to  defend.  Mr.  Dorman  says  further  of  the  Brethren  :  '  I  am 
told  that  there  were  three  hours  on  the  cross  during  which  our  Lord  was  bearing 
Bufferings  not  atoning.  There  were  also  three  hoars  in  which  He  was  enduring 
atoning  sufferings,  viz.  from  the  sixth  to  the  ninth  hour.  He  then  emerged  from 
these  sufferings,  and  dismissed  His  soul  in  peace.'  Mr.  Dorman  refuses  to  make 
'  comment  on  the  profanity  of  these  abhorred  speculations,  where  every  heart 
should  wonder  and  adore.'  Mr.  Darby  declares  thai  atonement  is  not  simply  b; 
the  cross  ;  but  the  writers  of  the  New  Testament  everywhere  refer  to  the  cross  sB 
the  very  symbol  of  atonement.  Paul  said :  '  God  forbid  that  I  should  glory,  save 
in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  which  the  world  is  crucified  unto  me,  and 
I  unto  the  world '  (Gal.  vi.  14).  And  Dr.  Watts  sang  long  ago — 
'  Wbsn  I  snrvey  the  wosdrona  cross, 

On  whiuh  the  Prince  of  Olor;  died, 
Uy  richest  gain  I  couat  bat  loss, 

And  poor  oontempt  on  all  my  pride.' 
Mr.  Darby  thinks  that  atonement  was  not  made  by  the  death  of  Christ ;  but  Paul 
said,  that '  without  shedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remission.*    Tha  oontnulictiao 
between  the  Pauline  and  the  Darbyite  teaching  is  complete. 
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The  nnscriptanl  views  of  Ur.  Dubj  regarding  tbe  death  of  Christ  have  exteo- 
nvel;  tinged  the  writioga  of  his  followers.  The  point  is  fondainental.  Deatb  is 
tbe  penalty  of  sin  ;  and  Jesus  could  obtain  its  remisaon  only  by  paying  tlie 
peiia]^.  Very  distinct  indicatjons  of  the  Darby ite  error  appear  in  Mr. 
Mackintoeh'B  Notes  on  Leviticus  (see  p.  6,  etc.).  1  have  given  the  quotation  in 
Chriilian  Trulh  uietced  in  relation  to  PlymovHutm.  leaiah  spoke  of  Christ  when  he 
Bud,  'The  Lord  hath  laid  on  Him  the  iniquity  of  us  all ; '  and  '  He  was  wounded  for 
onr  tran^reaaiooB,  He  was  bruised  for  our  iniquitiea;  the  chastisement  of  our  peace 
Via  upon  Him,  aad  with  Hie  stripes  we  ate  h^ed.'  The  burden  of  Fanl'a  preach- 
ing vae,  that  '  Christ  died  for  our  sine,  accordiug  to  the  ScriptuTes ; '  and  Peter 
taught  that  Christ  'bore  our  eius  in  His  own  body  on  the  tree; '  while  John  testifies 
of  the  God  of  Love, '  that  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  His  Son,  cleaoaeth  ua  from  bU 
an.'  Adhering,  then,  to  the  doctrine  of  prophets  and  apostles,  we  must  reject  the 
Plymouth  heresy,  however  explained  or  modified,  that  tbe  death  of  Christ  is  not 
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V.  The  imputation  of  Christ'*  righCeoumees.—Tbo  Brethren  hold  that  Chriat's 

righteommess  is  not  imputed  to  believers.     They  admit  that  righteousness  is 

inted  to  the  believer,  but  not  the  righteousness  of  Christ     '  It  is  very  remark- 

I,'  says  Mr.  C.  Stanly,  '  that  the  Scriptures  never  use  the  e^roreMion  "  the 

imputed  righteougneBs  of  Christ,"  or  even  "the  righteouBuess  of  ChriBt,"  but 
ilwajB  "  the  righteousness  of  God." '  '  It  if  the  truth  that  Christ  obeyed  the  law 
of  God,'  says  Mr.  W.  Kelly ;  '  it  is  not  tbe  truth  that  even  His  keeping  of  the  law  is 
Uiereal  sense  of  God's  rigbteousuess,  or  the  ground  of  our  justification  before 
Gud.'  Mr.  Darby  says :  '  I  do  not  believe  in  the  penal  and  vicarious  character  of 
Christ's  sufferings  during  His  active  service,  nor  do  I  believe  in  the  appropriation 
of  Hin  legal  righteonaness  to  me  as  failing  in  legal  righteousness  myself.'  This  ia 
Kr,  Darby's  mode  of  stating  the  univeisal  doctrine  of  orthodox  divines, — that 
Christ's  righteousness,  including  His  active  and  passive  obedience,  is  imputed  to 
bdieveis.  Tbe  Darbylte  doctrine  introduces  only  darkness  and  confusion  into  tbe 
Bobject  of  our  Lord's  imputed  righteousness  ;  and  it  has  been  ably  refuted  by  such 
wiiters  as  Mr.  Newton  and  Dr.  Tregelles,  who  belonged  to  the  Brethren  tiU  they 
irere  driven  away  by  the  progress  of  error  among  them.  On  the  subject  of 
imputed  righteonsnees,  Mr.  Mackintosh,  as  usual,  follows  his  master.  But  tlie  cou- 
Gdent  assertions  of  these  harmonious  heretics  are  disproved  by  the  express 
dMlaiatJona  of  the  word  of  God.  Prophets  and  apostles  bear  testimony  to  the 
righteousness  of  Christ,  which  is  imputecl  to  ua  by  faith.  The  righteousness  cnE  God 
is  one  of  the  divine  attribntes,  and  cannot  be  imputed  toman;  but  the  meritorious 
righteousness  of  our  Redeemer  can  be  and  ia  imputed  to  us — that  is,  reckoned  to 
onr  account.  By  Jeremiah  the  Lord  said  :  '  I  will  raise  unto  David  a  righteous 
Bnnch,  and  this  is  His  name  whereby  He  shall  be  called,  The  Lord  our  Right«oue- 
DFss.'  Daniel  promised  that  MessiBh  the  Prince  should  'bring  in  ererlastipg 
righteousness.'  By  the  riehteousneas  of  God  the  Apostle  Paul  evidently  means  the 
righteousness  of  Christ,  when  he  tells  us  of  those  who  went  about  to  establish  their 
own  righteonaness,  not  having  submitted  tbemaelvea  to  '  the  righteouHness  of  God ; 
lot  Christ  is  the  end  of  tbe  law  for  righteousness  to  every  one  that  believeth.' 
These  texts  expose  the  miserably  shallow  criticism  of  the  Darbyite  expoundera. 
The  Shorter  Catechism  defines  justification  to  be  '  an  act  of  God's  fiee  grace, 
*berein  He  pardoneth  all  our  sins,  and  accepteth  na  as  righteous  in  His  sight,  only 
far  the  righteousness  of  Christ  imputed  to  ua,  and  received  by  faith  alone.'  And 
tile  doctrine  herein  contained  is  proved  by  the  inspired  words  of  Paul ;  '  Therefore 
u  hy  the  offence  of  one  judgment  came  upon  all  men  to  condemnation,  even  so  by 
tlie  righteousness  of  One  the  free  gift  came  upon  all  men  unto  justification  of  life. 
For  as  by  one  man's  disobedience  many  were  made  aiunera,  so  by  the  obedience  of 
One  ghall  many  be  made  righteous.'  It  is  a  mere  cavil  on  tbe  part  of  Mr.  Darby 
and  his  followers,  when  they  say  that  we  never  read  in  Scripture  of  the  righteoua- 
I19B  of  Christ.  What  other  meaning  is  possible  where  the  Holy  Spirit  predicts  by 
Jereniiah  that  the  coming  Redeemer  snould  be  called  Jekopoh-Tadkenu,  whitxb 
^gDifies,  The  Lord  our  Rigbteougness?  It  is  a  distinct  declaration  that  the 
righteousness  of  Christ  becomes  outs ;  and  from  the  fuller  declaratJona  of  the  New 
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Te«taiiteiit,  ve  leim  that  this  rigbteonsiieu  is  reckoned  to  oni  aoeooDt  vheo  ire 
believe  m  Jesiu.  When  it  ia  wd,  th&t  '  by  the  obedience  of  One  shall  man;  be 
made  nebteous,'  irhat  'One'  can  poaribly  be  refeired  to  but  Chrnt?  Tbe 
Plymonth  doctrine  on  tbia  pMst,  therefore,  i»  utterly  incooBiBteiit  both  «ith  the 
Old  Testament  and  tbe  New ;  and  the  error  is  the  nu^e  to  be  d^>lored,  becaou  it 
affects  the  Scriptnral  doctrine  of  juatification  by  faith  in  the  Bedeemei's  righteoua- 
nees,  which  Lnther  aptly  deacnbed  aa  '  the  article  of  a  standing  or  a  falling 
Cbnich.'  Jekovah-Tsidkenu  waa  the  watchword  of  the  Beformeia ;  and  it  is  still 
preuouB  to  all  the  children  of  God.  The  Plymouth  perrendon  will  leooil  on  the 
p«rty  without  injuring  the  doctrine. 

VI.  Prayer  for  Oe  forgitmita  of  «i?u.— The  PlTmoothisto  hold  that  It  is 
improper  to  offer  public  prayer  {<x  the  forgiveneea  of  ains.  The  reader  is  apt  to 
Bu^ieet  that  there  must  be  some  mistake  here,  for  the  form  which  we  nsoally  cili 
'  The  Lord's  Prayer,'  and  wbich  is  rer^  widely  used  in  public  woiehip,  containa  a 
prayer  for  forgiveness  in  its  fifth  petition ;  but  he  will  probably  be  much  auiprised 
to  learn  that  Uie  Plymouthiita  conaider  that  this  prayer  is  not  fit  to  be  used,  either 
by  sunt«  or  sinneia.  This  is  a  strong  statement,  but  it  can  be  easily  proved.  Ur. 
W.  Kelly,  in  his  Thoughts  on  the  Lw^s  Prayer,  eipremes  the  opinion  that  thii 
rayer  ia  totally  unsuitable  aa  the  lipa  of  a  sinner,  wno  cannot  come  to  God  witli 
_iB  sins  and  cry, '  Father,  ft^give  I '  If  this  ciitidsm  were  just,  it  would  follow  that 
our  Savionr  made  a  miatake  when  He  spoke  of  tiie  prodigalTetuming  to  God  vid 
saying,  '  Father,  I  have  sinned ; '  but  tbe  very  thon^t  of  Buch  a  mistake  ia 
blasphemy.  Yet  Ui.  Eelly  thinka,  that  *  if  the  Lord's  Prayer  were  applied  to,  or 
ap[u«ptiated  by,  an  unrenewed  soul,  aa  the  prescribed  means  of  blesemg  for  Eiii 
case,  a  real  injury  would  be  dme ;  nay,  more,  such  an  application  would  rnin  md 
deny  tbe  gospel,  which  in  that  case  would  be  of  works,  and  no  more  erf  grae&'  And 
what  ia  Qie  groond  of  this  mock  attempt  to  summon  up  the  awful  thonders  of 
Sinai  ?  It  ia  tlie  ezistence  of  the  clause, '  as  we  f oi^ve  our  debtors,'  whicb  Mr. 
Kelly  holds  to  be  an  impoosible  condition  for  an  unconverted  man.  &[t  he  totally 
misinterpceta  tlie  pnrpow  for  which  the  clause  is  tutroduced.  Ho  admits  that  tiie 
prayer  was  meant  for  the  disciples,  previous  to  the  descent  of  the  Holy  S^drit  \  but 
on  nia  interpretation  it  was  equaliy  unsuitable  for  them.  Even  tbe  bving  and 
beloved  disaple  John  wonld  have  ured  ill  if  tlie  clause  had  been  npplied  to  him 
according  to  Mr.  Kelt's  interpietation.  He  wished  to  call  down  fire  from  heaven 
to  ccmsunie  tJie  offending  Samaritans,  who  refused  to  receive  the  Mastei  and  fiii 
disciples ;  and  to  aok  frnn  God  similar  treatment  would  be  to  ask  to  be  consamed 
by  fire.  Neither  saint  nor  tanni&t  can  ask  forgiveness  on  the  ground  of  his  own 
forgiving  spirit ;  for  the  sole  ^nnd  of  our  psjrdon  is  the  righteousness  of  Chriat, 
who  has  obeyed  and  suffered  in  our  stead  The  clause  in  question  is  virtually  i 
prayer  that  God  '  would  enable  us  from  the  heart  to  forgive  others.'  Ovw  uui 
over  agun  Mr.  K^  awerts  that  the  prayer  waa  once  suitable  for  samts,  but  that 
it  is  not  so  sow.  His  great  argument  is,  that  Christ  said  in  His  valedictoiy  addrei^ 
'  Hitberto  ye  bave  asked  nothing  in  my  name,'  and  that-He  requested  them  to  pny 
in  His  name  hereafter.  But  a  moderate  peispicacity  mi^t  have  enabled  him  ta 
see  that  our  Saviour's  instruction  only  appointed  an  addition  to  be  made  to  tht 
j«iyer,  without  taking  a  single  clause  from  it. 

There  is  no  saint  so  holy  as  to  be  without  sin,  and  therefore  the  saint  can  fteely 
join  with  the  sinner  in  a  cry  for  forgiveness.  In  allnsitHi  to  the  Plymouth  objec- 
tion to  the  confession  of  sin,  the  late  Dr.  Duncui  made  the  sage  and  snggestin 
r^nark:  'The  Brethren  dtm't  like  Bomansvii,  Oh,  well,  if  a  b^ever  does  not  am, 
so  much  the  better,  it  is  very  good ;  but  if  he  sins,  and  is  not  troubled  about  it, 
that  is  not  good.  Was  Noah  when  he  got  drunk,  and  David  when  he  committed 
adultery,  to  think  no  more  about  it  ?  I  don't  know  where  they  pot  repentanct. 
Yon  are  not  to  repent  before  you  believe,  but  to  believe  at  once ;  and  you  are  not 
to  repent  afterwards,  lot  that  would  be  unbelief.' 

Whatever  the  Flymonthista  may  think,  it  is  neverthelem  true  that  eroy  V>^_< 
public  or  private,  offwed  \sj  sinful  men,  which  has  no  petiti(»i  for  panon,  ■> 
essentially  defective.  The  prayer  of  the  Pharisee  in  our  Lord's  parable  bad  no 
such  petition,  while  that  of  the  publican  had  nothing  else ;  and  the  fotmer  m 
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rejected,  while  the  latter  wag  accepted.  As  to  the  Lord's  Prayer,  Dr.  Davie  Ba;B: 
'  I  leave  every  ooe  perfectly  free  to  use  it  or  not  to  nee  it ; '  And  Dr.  Wobton , 
Agreea  with  him.  Their  opinion  ol  the  prayer  appears  to  be  more  favoiirable  than 
Brother  Eeliya,  though  thej]  refer  to  his  book  with  evident  apmibation.  Their 
permisaioa  to  ose  the  prayer  is  altogetber  mmeceseary  after  the  Master'  had  given 
it,  for  the  disciple  is  not  above  his  Lord  ;  but  it  b  strange  to  read  1^  penniBnon 
not  to  use  it  in  the  face  of  the  Master's  words,  'After  this  manner  pray  ye.' 
The  inflnence  of  these  views  of  prayer  is  moat  deiJorable.  The  Bar,  F.  Whitfield, 
who  was  once  auociated  with  the  Brethren,  aaya,  '  I  myself  have  heard  hundreds 
of  them  pray,  hnsdreds  aud  hundreds  of  times  over,  and  yet  I  cannot  recoUect  one 
fiingle  instwice  in  which  I  ever  heard  confession  of  sin  form  any  part  of.their 
prayers.'  This  serious  defect  contrasts  strongly  with  the  spirit  of  Mr,  Wbitfleld'a 
own  well-known  hymn, — 


On  the  pre»dency  of  tlie  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  Church  and  its  office-bearerti,  the 
Plymonthists  hold  peculiar  and  erroneous  views  ;  but  for  the  illustration  of  these, 
and  the  fuller  illustration  also  of  views  adverted  to  in  former  papere,  we  refer  the 
reader  to  their  separate  publication,  a  desire  for  which  has  be^  expreeaed,  and 
which  is  thought  to  be  peculiarly  seasonable  in  these  times,  when  Plymouth  errors 
and  Plymoathiat  zeal  are  alike  prevalent  and  seductive. 


WAS  THE  LOED'S  SUPPER  INSTITDTED  WITH  WINE? 

Br  JAMES  CALDWELL  JOHNSTONE. 

The  MagaxiM  for  Aognst  contains  an  article  on  the  above  subject  from  the  pen 
of  the  Rev,  Alex.  Mair,  M.  A.,  Momingside,  and  it  ia  very  kindly  said  its  ventilation 
win  be  allowed,  if  done  in  a  proper  ^irit.  I  am  one  who  has  formed  a  very  different 
opinion  from  Mr.  Mair,  although  I  cannot  follow  him  through  the  page»  of  the 
I^tin  Fathers  or  the  ancient  Greeks  ;  but,  from  the  teaching  of  the  Book  of  books, 
I  see  it  plainly  laid  down,  that  anything  with  the  appearance  of  evil  is  to  be 
shunned. 

Mr.  Mair  has  not  fm^ushed  hia  readers  with  any  of  those  passages  which  give  the 
name  of  urine  to  the  juice  of  the  grape,  nor  has  he  told  us  if  he  thinks  grape  juice 
»  Bomething  eke  tha^  mne.  Id  Nehemiah  xiii.  15,  the  presses  used  for  the  purpose 
of  extracting  the  juice  from  the  grapes  are  called  wme-presses:  '  In  those  days 
saw  I  in  Judah  Bome  treading  wine-presses  on  the  Sabbath,  and  bringing  in 
sheaves  Euid  lading  asses;  as  also  wine,  grapes,  and  figs,  and  all  manner  of 
burdens.'  lEuuah  Hr.  8:  'Thus  saith  the  Lord,  As  the  new  wine  is  foond  in  the 
doBter,  and  one  saith,  Destroy  it  not,  for  a  blessing  is  in  it'  Thot  we  have  grapes 
called  wine-grapes  and  presses  called  wine-presses,  proriug  quite  satisfactorily  t£at 
the  term,  vrijie  is  not  the  thing  to  differ  aboat. 

As  one  deairons  of  change  in  the  element  of  the  Supper,  T  would  humbly  state  my 
reaaous  for  this  desire,  and  I  jway  that  the  Spirit  may  guide  me  in  my  explanation. 

In  thinking  over  the  subject  long  ago,  it  seemed  quite  plain  that  when  our  Lord 
said,  '  I  am  the  true  vine,  and  my  Father  is  the  hosbanilman,'  He  had  a  great  end 
in  view.  Every  Christian  kuo^s  that  it  is  through  the  shedding  of  the  Saviour's 
blood  that  he  has  obtained  remimion  of  his  sina  ■,  and  if  He  be  the  true  vine,  wliat 
can  be  a  more  fitting  emblem  to  commemorate  His  dying  love  than  the  blood  of  the 
fruit  of  the  vine,  and  that  without  any  fermentation  or  adulteration  ? 

Again,  in  reading  the  Scriptures,  we  find  the  term  tcine  spoken  of  with  great 
approval  in  many  passages ;  and  then  we  find  parages  cautioning  us  to  beware  of 
indnlgence  in  wine,  and  a  tjiird  clasB  of  texts  denouncing  its  use  as  dnfol.  From 
this  variety  of  langu^^  we  naturally  infer  that  there  must  of  necesmty  be  more 
kinds  of  urine  than  one,  or  else  the  same  kind  of  uiine  in  a  different  state.  For 
instance,  in  Gen.  nvii.  28,  we  read :  '  God  give  thee  plenty  of  com  and  vdne.' 
Dent  vii.  13  :  '  He  will  bless  the  fruit  of  thy  land,  thy  com,  and  thy  wine,  and 
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thine  oiL'  2  Chron.  iixi.  5 :  '  The  children  of  Israel  brought  in  abaadance  the 
fiiBt-tniita  of  com,  icine,  and  oil,  and  laid  them  lu  heape.'  Jer.  mi.  12 :  '  They 
ebatl  flow  together io  the  goodness  of  the  Lord,  for  wheat,  and  for  icine,  and  for  oil.' 
In  these  few  paasagea  the  highest  form  of  language  is  emplojed  in  favour  of 
icine,  and  surelj  no  reasonable  person  could  object  to  all  who  could  obtaining  a 
good  supply  of  this  wine,  with  God's  blesaiug. 

I  now  turn  to  another  class  of  passages.  Lev.  x.  9  :  'Do  not  drink  icine  nor 
strong  drink  when  ye  go  into  the  tabernacle.'  Judges  siii.  4:  'Beware,  I  pray 
thee,  and  drink  not  wine.'  Isa.  v.  11 :  '  Woe  to  them  that  continue  until  night, 
till  unite  inflame  them.'  Isa.  xxviii.  1  :  '  Woe  to  the  dninkarda  of  Ephraim,  that 
are  overcome  with  ivine.'  Frov.  xx.  1 :  '  Wine  is  a  moeker,  Btrong  drink  is  raging.' 
In  Uiese  passages  wine  is  represented  as  a  very  bad  thing,  and  we  at  on(»  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  less  we  hare  to  do  with  it  the  better.     Yet  it  is  c^ed 

Hr.  Hair  may  be  able  to  tell  such  as  I  the  original  name  ^ven  to  these  rarknis 
kinds  of  wine,  and  eipl^n  fully  its  derivation  and  connection  ;  but  it  would  take  a 
vast  amount  of  logic  to  get  me  to  accept  the  statement  tliat  it  was  the  same  thieg 
that  was  spoken  of.  In  short,  I  hold  it  to  be  quite  out  of  harmony  with  the  entile 
life  and  teaching  of  Jesus  to  commemorate  His  dying  love  with  the  liquid  com- 
monly called  leine. 

Mr.  Mair  takes  it  for  granted  that  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  wine  means  wine — in 
other  words,  the  fermented  juice  of  the  grape.  Now,  with  the  passages  of  God's 
word  BO  very  plainly  stating  that  the  new  wine  is  fonnd  in  clusters  (Isa.  Ixv.  6), 
how  can  wine  in  that  case  mean  fermented  wine  ? 

Again,  in  Prov.  xiiii.  29,  30,  31,  and  32  :  '  Who  hath  woe  ?  who  hath  sorrow  ? 
who  hath  contentions?  who  hath  babbling?  who  hath  wounds  without  cause? 
who  hath  redness  of  eyes?  They  that  tarry  long  at  the  wine;  they  that  co  to  seek 
mixed  wine.  Look  not  tho«  upon  the  tuiiie  whenitisred,  when  it  giveth  his  colour 
in  the  cup,  when  it  moveth  iteelf  aright.  At  the  last  it  biteth  like  a  serpent,  and 
stingeth  like  an  adder.' 

The  language  employed  here  is  most  distinct — '  Look  not  thou  upon  the  wine.' 
Here  we  have  it  iu  a  state  of  fermentation,  and  we  are  commanded  not  even  to 
look  upon  it.  Solomon,  a  man  specially  gifted  by  God  to  furnish  wise  precepts, 
has  in  this  case  spoken  wisdom,  for  nine'tentha  of  the  crime,  pauperiEm,  and 
disease  can  be  traced  to  drink,  directly  or  indirectly ;  and  yet,  from  the  teaching 
of  one  of  God's  messengers,  I  am  enjoined  to  take  toine,  as  by  divine  command, 
simply  because  it  is  w-i-n-e,  without  inquiring  what  are  its  component  parts.  Mr 
Mair  speaks  of  a  fourth,  a  third,  or  a  half  hm  of  wine  as  a  drmk'Offeriug,  /roni 
the  Book  of  Numbert.  A  hin  is  a  sixth  part  of  an  ephah,  or  about  one  ^tUon  and 
two  pints  1 

He  also  speaks  of  drinking  four  cups,  and  says  that  our  Lord  and  His  disciples 
drank  certam  cups  of  wine.  1  can  only  say  of  this  statement,  that  if  Jesus  diddrh^ 
toine,  it  was  jrape  j'mi'm  wine,  nnfermented;  for  Jesus  was  a  Nararene,  and  He  says, 
*  I  shall  not  driuk  of  this  frait  of  the  vine  until  I  drink  it  with  you  in  the  king- 
of  my  Father.'  .If  Jesus  bad  even  once  partaken  of  fermented  wine,  there  is  not  the 
least  doubt  but  many,  who  wrae  aniiouBly  watching  for  a  chance  to  catch  Him  in 
His  words,  would  have  caught  HinlinthiBact,  as,  from  the  fact  that  the  Rechabites 
and  Kazarenes  were  known  not  to  partake  of  intoxicating  drinks.  He,  being  a 
Nozorene,  would  naturally  be  expected  to  be  a  perfect  pattern  of  such.  Just  aa  iu 
our  own  day,  if  a  man  (particularly  a  model  man)  who  is  known  to  be  an  abstainer 
in  the  most  minute  d^^ee  diverges  from  the  path  of  equity,  it  spreads  as  by  elec- 
tiic  speed,  and  all  the  opposition  are  in  a  commotion  of  ecstasy  at  the  downfall  of 
one  of  their  enemies. 

If  Maimonides  and  Bartenora,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  could  form  correct 
opinions  for  the  guidance  of  themselves  and  others,  what  can  be  the  barrier  in  the 
way  to  prevent  learned  men  in  the  nineteenth  century  from  forming  correct  opinions 
also  ?  But  I  question  the  opinion  of  any  writer  in  any  century  who  would  lay  down 
a  precedent  for  the  less  tifted,  if  that  teaohingwas  antagonistic  to  the  ver^higheit 
standard  of  morality.  Who  that  has  studied  the  life  of  our  X/)rd  dare  insinuate 
that  He  did  ought  but  good,  and  that  continually,  both  by  example  and  precept  ? 
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If  the  same  lips  that  taught  auch  purity  of  life  could  be  defiled  with  intoxioatiiig 
wine,  and  the  nigh  eulogium,  '  He  did  no  evil,  neither  was  guile  found  in  Him,'  be 
passed  upon  His  character,  aurelj  that  would  be  an  anomaly.  If  He  died  to  free  a 
Bin-biirdened  race  from  the  bondage  of  their  guilt,  and  at  tixe  same  time  was  guilty, 
aurely  that  were  an  inconsiatoncy.  But  no ;  pnrity  of  life,  purity  of  purpose,  ever 
marked  Hia  holy  character,  and  to  lay  defects  to  His  charge  is  only  to  raise  bar- 
riera  against  oiuselvea. 

Dr.  Eli  Smith  is  quoted  as  liaving  been  met  t^  a  Btare  of  astonishmoDt  when 
inquiring  after  anfermenled  whte.  Tliifl  is  certainly  moat  satoniBhing,  when  the 
Bible  is  so  plain  on  the  subject — see  Gen.  zl.  9  :  '  And  the  chief  butler  told  bis 
dream  to  Joseph,  and  aaid,  ...  I  took  the  grapes  and  preeeed  them  into  Pharaoh's 
cup,  and  1  gave  the  .cup  into  Pharaoh's  baud,'  Was  this  some  new  work  for 
Fharfkoh's  butler,  or  had  he  ever  been  engaged  in  similar  work  U^ore  ?  I  thinkao; 
and  is  it  not  as  probable  that  the  stare  of  astonishment  was  the  reply  ot  adding 
tat/ermented  to  the  word  wine,  when  the  practice  was  so  common  of  drinking  the 
refreshing,  nourishing  juice  of  the  grape  newly  preeeed  ? 

Maimonides  warns  us  against  drinking  wine  newly  from  the  press,  'for  it  is 
extremely  injurious.'  In  this  sentence  we  have  two  extremely  curious  statements, 
when  we  compare  the  quotation  referred  to  about  Pharaoh  using  the  extracted 
juice  as  a  common  commodity,  and  also  Maimonidea  calling  grape  juice  wine,  while 
the  writer  can  get  no  trace  of  wine  but  what  is  fermented  wine.  It  may  be  said 
that  1  have  quoted  the  dream  of  a  man  for  a  proof ;  if  so,  please  read  Deut.  zxxii. 
14  :  '  And  thou  didst  drink  the  pure  blood  of  the  grape.' 

As  I  niay  be  occupying  too  much  space  by  an  ^largement  of  proof,  I  will  close 
by  saying,  that  if  the  Church  of  Christ  ever  makes  any  progresa,  it  will  not  be  by 
trying  to  favour  one  or  any  of  the  defects  in  church  government  orpractice.  And 
to  what  side  could  we  turn  for  a  greater  moral  obstructor  or  spiritual  hindrance 
t}ian  that  of  drunkenness?  True,  the  communion  table  is  kept  as  free  fromdrunk- 
ards  as  poaaUe,  but  is  it  not  giving  a  licence  to  drinking  wnen  we  use  intoxicat- 
ing wina  as  emblematic  of  our  Saviour's  dying  love?  and,  as  proof,  I  can  only 
appeal  to  the  oft-repeated  remailt  to  temperance  advocates — 'If  drink  l>e  anch  a 
bad  thing,  why  use  it  in  the  church  V 
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BT  THE  REV.  W.  BLAIR,  M.A.,  DUNBLANE. 

James  Oilfillan  was  bom  at  Comrie,  Perthshire,  on  Sabbath  day,  the  11th  of 
May  1797.  His  father  was  the  Bev.  Samuel  Gilfillan,  minister  of  the  Secession 
Church,  whose  fame  as  preacher  and  author  was  widespread.*  His  mother  was 
the  eldest  daughter  of  the  Rev.  James  Barlas  of  Crieff.  The  children  of  thia  worthy 
couple  attained  to  tlie  patriarchal  number  of  twelve,  of  whom  one  died  in  childhood, 
six  months  before  James  was  bom;  a  son,  Samuel,  died  in  1810;  another  son  in 

*  In  DnnbUne  and  elsewLera  the  memory  of  Mr.  Samuel  GilSlUn  es  a  great  preacher  slEU 
lingerB.  Hia  inthorBliip  wsa  extensive.  In  Decsmber  1797  he  begin  to  contribute  to  The 
Chriitian  Magaxine,  and  contiaued  bis  ooatributions  till  the  end  oi  his  miniatry,  bavioK 
writtea  about  300  communioationB.  Several  volumes  of  dieconraes  and  essays  were  published 
by  him, — one  of  which,  On  the  Sanciificalion  of  the  Lordi  Dav,  passed  through  eleven  editions 
(one  in  Gaelic),  coneieling  of  SOOO  or  BOOO  copies.  Hugh  Miller  has  a  referance  to  the  papers 
in  The  Ckrittwa  Magadat  in  his  Schoolt  and  Schoolmaileri,  chap.  uv.  p.  543 :  '  Thero  was, 
in  especial,  one  of  the  contribators  whose  papers  my  unoles  used  to  pick  out  as  of  peculiar 
excellence,  and  not  unfrequeQtly  read  a  second  time.  Xbey  tore  the  somewhat  Qreek^ooUng 
sipiatnre  ot  Leumat,  as  if  the  writer  had  been  a  brother  or  consln-german  ot  some  of  the  old 
Chriatians  to  whoo  Paul  used  to  notify  kind  regards  and  good  wishes  at  the  end  of  bis 
epistles;  but  it  was  soon  discovered  that  Leamat  was  merely  the  proper  name  Samuel 
rSTersed,  thongh  who  the  special  Savmd  was  who  tamed  his  aignature  to  tbe  right  about, 
placing  the  wrong  end  foremost,  and  wrouglit  with  all  the  concise  weight  and  gravity  of  the 
eld  divines,  my  uncles  never  knew.  They  nad  both  passed  away  ere,  In  perusfog  the  Becottd 
GatlttTi  ofLiUrary  Porirailt,  1  found  myself  Introduced  to  worthv  old  Ltamru,  also  a  denizen 
of  Uie  unseen  world  at  tbe  tmie,  as  the  father  oE  the  writer  of  that  biiUiant  work,  the  Bev. 
Qeoi^a  Oilfillan  of  Dondee.' 

NO.  IX,  VOL.  XTm.  VXW  8EB1ES.— SEPIBHBER  1B».  2  C 
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1811;  uid  a  dftoghler,  Martha  Bankin,  in  1617.    The  old  maiiBe  in  which  tbia 
funil;  lived — 

'  Through  dnys  of  somnr  uid  of  mirth, 
Xhiongh  dkjB  of  d«ftUi  and  days  of  birth,' 

like  Longfellow's  old-fashioned  oonntry-aeat,  stood 

'  BomewhM  back  from  the  village  atr»et,' 
y/iHi  jOBt  the  breadtli  of  a  garden  Beparoting  it  from  the  Eam,  with  the  old  Anti- 
Biffgber  church  aa  part  of  the  building, — a  unall  window  in  the  Di^>er  legione  of 
tlie  manae  affording  a.  peep  into  the  intenor  of  the  chnreh,  and  Berrmg  ae  an  eu- 
trompet  to  members  of  ibo  family  amble  to  be  in  church.  Often  was  that  old 
bml&iff  rocked  by  the  inTiaible  band  of  cBrthqniikeB.  In  one  shock,  two  yean 
before  -Bie  birth  of  Jsmea,  '  it  seemed  to  be  lifted  from  the  -foundation,  and  ereiy- 
tliing  in  it  gsre  a  sudden  Jeik,'  It  vaa  in  that  old  bnilding  '  -the  predona  horns, 
the  golden  prime,'  of  James  GilfiHan  were  passed.  '  I  have  heard  no  snecdotes  of 
his  youth,'  says  Mr.  Steedmao,  in'the  sketch  he  gave  of  him  in  his  faneral  BernHHi, 
'  by  wUch  I  might  be  enabled  to  tell  yon  whether  -"  the  child  was  father  to  the 
nian,"— whether  the  habitaand  characteristics  [rf  manhood  bndded  and  blossomed  in 
eariy  life.  Trained  under  the  care  of  pious  paresis,  be  received  bis  primai;  educs' 
tion  in  the  school  of  his  native  village,  and  in  due  tiraetras  sent  to  receive  hs 
hij^ier  education  in  the  Ohsgow  College.'  The  parochial  teacher,  at  whose  feet  Uie 
youtiiM  Jamee  sat,  was  a  Mr.  Drnmmond,  '  a  worthy  man,  who  lived  to  educate 
all  the  family.'  Doubtless  the  boy  was  entered  at  fi^ool  fre^  from  the  nnrseiy, 
for  he  was  butaboyof  eleven  and  a  half  years  when  he  was  ttansfeired  from  schod 
to  the  University.  To  a  lad  of  such  tender  years  it  must  have  proved  a  trial  to 
quit  the  numae,  even  for  a  winter,  and  make  the  transition  from  the  still  life  of 
Upper  6tratheam  to  the  bnstle  of  the  Glasgow  of  sixty  yeats  since.  To  hin, 
the  Eam,  the  Bnchil,  and  Lednock  were  better  than  all  the  waters  of  Clyde. 
Qlaagow  bad  no  coronet  of  hills  encompassing  it,  like  Hie  monnlsina  rotmd  about 
Connie.  There  were  no  waterfalls  in  the  Moleodinar  Bum,  no  cascades  in  the 
Elelvin,  like  the  Devil's  Caldron  and  Spout  Eollo  in  Glen  Lednock.  The  Broomie- 
law  had  no  smile  of  peace  to  welcome  him,  like  the  svreet  beaoty  that  lay  oa  ibt 
face  of  hia  native  vale.  It  was  a  long  step  be  made  in  the  bloom  of  boyhood,  from 
his  dear  home  among  the  mountains  across  the  threshold  of  the  Old  College  of 
Glasgow,  to  take  his  place  among  grown  men.  No  amall  pinok  and  resolution  were 
needed  to  don  the  red  gown  and  pace  the  dingy  corridors  and  dark  clasa-ro(Hn3, 
aacred  to  the  memory  of  Zachary  Bojd,  and  entrusted  with  the  traditions  of  the 
Centuries.  Bnt  the  needed  courage  came  with  the  occasion,  and  the  Bubicon  was 
crossed. 

The  c^ira  of  Latin,  Greek,  Logic,  Matitematics,  Hontl  and  Natnal  PMosophy, 
were  respectively  filled,  at  the  period  of  James  OiifiUan'a  stadentdnp,  hj  Profeaaors 
W.  Biehaidson,  John  Young,  Gemge  Jardise,  James  MfUar,  JuDSs  llyine,  and  W. 
Meikleham.  I  have  heard  him,  after  llie  lapse  of  Mw  yean  fmn  bis  Btodent  d»ys, 
dilate  on  the  peonliar  qualities  of  hia  profeaaors,  each  of  mitoBi  ms  strni^T  pro- 
nounced, and  some  of  them  notably  eccentric.  Professor  Bichardaon,  a  distant 
relative  of  the  GiMllan  family,  occupied  the  chair  of  Humanity  for  forty-two  yean, 
and  died  in  181S.  Jamas  Gilflllan  waa  brought  nutch  into  the  society  of  Qie 
Professor,  and  became  a  special  favourite  wttb  him.  In  a  periodical  whidi  aj^ieared 
in  1817  Tmder  James'  editoiship,  called  The  Student,  hewrote  a  bii^pvphy  of  hie 
kinBmam  the  Professor.-*    'At  college,'  says  Mr.  George  Gilflllau, '  my  teotber  was 

•  In  meiuoi'MiAi  kindly  fnmifflied  to  the  writer  by  the  Bar.  Qsorge  QBflHan  of  DanflBe, 
he  says:  'TheStadent  was  a  raspectable  though  not  populM- or  long-Kvirf  jarodnction.  It 
was  coatribnted  to,  bBSidesjny  brother,  by  the  poet  John  otnithets, -who  wrote  loiever  paper 
on  "Batirists;"  by  my  fttthar,  whose  paper  on  "Qlaagow,'  in  cfdb  of  its  early  munbors 
(inserted  in  my  brother's  life  of  him),  was  mncb  »dmirea  for  its  Bimplioity  and  ous  of 
writing!  and  by  WilHam  Perrier,  a  man  of  oxtTBOrdinaiy  prondae,  who  died  early,  the  son 
ofDr.Perriorof  PaWey.  The  Hfe  of  Richardson  was  written -with  cars  and  sleKanoe,  and 
was  higtiiy  vahied.  My  brother  used  to  speak  very  highly  Of  Young;,  and  to  dflaorii>e  li^ 
vreeptng  under  Dr.  Ohalmeis'  eioqnenoe.  He  has,  ia  hieTitp  of  roy  (atW.  very  wall  ohanuj- 
teriied  his  threo  (aTourite  professorB.'  In  the  worit  referred  to,  Be.  QilMan  mja  hia  btber 
contribnled  nearly  the  third  part  of  The  Student. 
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ctmBidemblf  dUtiogauhed  as  a  diligent  sod  Eucceaafol  atudent,  where  he  showed  a 
pasBion  for  literature,  which  he  exchanged  in  a  great  meMure  aftarwarda  for 
attachment  to  purely  theological  studieB.  He  attended  some  of  the  cla«t»  twice 
over,  in  order  to  get  a  banar]r.'  Hib  corriculam,  as  he  iofortned  me,  extwded 
over  BIX  aeeaiODB.  DaiiDg  that  period  he  tanght  privately  ;  in  1815  ho  was  tntw 
to  a  gentleman's  boye  in  Largs,  and  in  the  following  jear  he  remored  to  Edinburgh, 
where  he  taught  ior  some  jean.  He  also  taught  a  Sabbath  school  in  Stookbcidge 
during  his  residence  in  Ediuburgh.  I  have  before  me  a  letter  be  sent  to  his  lather, 
bearing  date,  '  Largs,  August  12,  1615,'  the  postage  of  which  seems  to  have  been 
tvrenty  pence,  though  the  weight  is  about  the  eighth  of  an  ounoe.  It  has  all  the 
featarea  of  thought,  style,  and  penmanabip  of  the  writer  half  a  century  afterwards. 
He  Bpeatka  of  a  long  letter  he  luul  written  and  would  send  at  anotiaer  time,  expremw 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  his  father  at  Bothesay  on  23d  August  (at  the  ordination  of 
Hr.  M'Nab,  a  name-son  of  his  father),  points  ont  '  a  plan  of  travelling  by  track' 
boitt,  and  steamer,  and  post-gig,'  and  asks  biiri  to  bring  letten  fr<nnluB  sisteiE, 
brother,  and  mother.  He  says :  '  In  a  place  such  aa  thk,  secluded  irom  b^  former 
Mends  and  acqaaintancee  as  I  am,  there  is  no  greater  treat  to  me  than  a  letter 
from  <H>e  of  ^em.'  After  propoung  that  '  Willie'  should  go  to  collc^,  anid 
temderiDg.  regards  to  all  the  f^ily,  '  not  forgetting  George,'  be  goes  on  to  say : 
'  How  tender-hearted  to  one  antriher  doea  separation  make  tho«e  who  are  united  by 
the  ties  of  blood  and  family,  even  although  when  together  they  are  not  so  kind  as 
tbey  should  I  Oh,  may  we,  at  the  awful  Bepacation  of  death,  be  prepared  for  an 
everlasting  society  in  the  regions  of  bliss, — a  coiuummation  which,  God  knows,  I 

ry  for  from  the  very  bottom  of  my  heart  I  When,  therefore,  your  joint  prayei« 
one  another  aaeeod  to  the  throne  of  heaven,  let  this  peti^n  be  mingled  wiUi 
the  not,  that  /  may  not  be  loiauDg  wh«n  our  family  takes  ite  phwe  on  the  right 
band  of  the  Son  of  Qod.' 

In  1616  ho  entered  the  Divinity  Hall  of  the  Anti'Suighei  Synod,  which  then 
met  at  Edinburgh  aadta  the  Profesaoiehip  of  Dr.  George  Paztcm,  a  man  of  solid 
leanung,  large  infonnation,  and  great  w^ght  of  character.  Thirteen  students 
entered  that  seamen,  among  whom  were  Dr.  Bumet,  afterwards  of  Monymore,  in 
Ireland ;  MesBrs.  J.oswdi  Hay,  Arbroath ;  J.  Dobic,  Langholm ;  R,  Allan,  Tilli- 
ooultry  ;  H.  Lawson,  &ioth  ShieldB ;  Adam  Lind,  Whitehill ;  and  James  Brawn, 
Balbeggie  (tie  father  of  J.  Brown-Morrison,  Esq.  of  FinderUe).  The  only  sarvivra 
of  that  class  is  the  excellent  Mr.  John  Morris  of  Bunderlaud.  He  profited  largely 
by  the  instrnctioiis  of  Dr.  Faxton,  and  held  his  meanory  in  deep  veneration.  In  the 
.autumn  of  1821  be  teceived  lieence  to  preach  the  ev^lastmg  gi^pel  from  the 
Preabyt«ry  of  Edinburgh  of  the  United  geceswon  Church,  and  preadked  his  fint 
sermon  in  the  pn^it  of  tiie  Kev.  Mr.  Rosa  of  Bnmtialand.  Mounted  on  bis  pony, 
as  was  the  manner  of  the  time,  he  rode  the  vacancies  only  for  a  brief  season.  In 
leffi  than  a  year  he  had  five  calls,— from  Larp,  Lochwinnoch,  Brectdn,  Whitehill, 
and  Stirling.  He  was  ordained  at  Stirling;  on  the  24th  December  1832.  '  It  was 
an  honour,'  bsjv  Mr.  Bteedman,  '  with  which  any  young  man  might  justly  have 
been  elated,  in  being  thus  eaikA  to  bemme  the  immediate  suiieeBSor  of  ao  eminent 
a  man  as  Dr.  Hugh  Heugh,  who  during'a  quarter  of  a  oentuiy  was  an  ornament 
to  the  Glasgow  pulpit,  the  revered  and  beloved  uaongst  the  excellent  of  her 
dtixens,  and  a  f<^emoBt  leader  in  the  increasingly  powerfm  denomination  to  which 
lie  belonged.  In  November  182&  he  married  Miss  Telford,  niece  of  Br.  Heugh,  a 
lady  eminent  for  prudence  end  jaety,  and  zealous  of  good  works.  "  The  heart  of 
her  husband  did  safely  trust  in  her,  and  she  did  liim  good  and  not  evil  all  the  days 
of  her  lite."'  Mre.  GilfiUan  died  in  Jnly  1868.  The  Bev.  Dr.  M'Gill  of  Qlaflgow 
and  tfr.  M'l^ren,  Blairlogie,  in  diacouraee  preached  after  her  death,  made  fitting 
allnsion  to  her  distinguished  virtues. 

Tbe  coagregatiDn  ov^  which  Mr.  GilfiUan  was  ordained  originated  in  '  the 
Brea^ '  of  1747,  and  was  commonly  designated  '  Tbe  Back  of  tbe  Town,'  in  con- 
badistiuetion  to  its  elder  uster  or  mother,  '  The  Back  Bow,'  now  Erakine  Church. 
Its  nmnbersbip  was  never  largo,  but  it  had  long  had  a  ohaiactec  for  seat  liberality. 
For  fortf-soren  years  Mr.  Gilfiliao  laboured,  with  eminent  ability  and  'conseientaons 
fidelity,  to  build  it  up  m  faith  and  holiness.  A  new  cbnrcb,  opened  in  April  1660, 
at  a  eoat  of  £2000,  awed  much  to  the  energy  and  liberality  oi  Dr.  tymil"!',    UiS 
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preaching  waa,  from  first  to  last,  of  a  high  order.  Aa  a  theologkn  he  waa  well  lead, 
a  maater  of  hia  acience,  graaping  with  firm  hand  its  principles  and  their  application 

to  life,  with  insight  strong  enongh  to  see  and  seize  bold  of  what  was  fanaameatal 
and  subordinate, — withal  conservatiTe  in  doctrine,  or  what  in  cant  phrase  would  now 
be  called  '  of  the  old  scbooL'  His  preaching  had  nevertheless  great  breadth  and 
richneaa  of  illiutration,  as  hia  Tolunie  of  diswarsea,  pnblished  in  1865,  abundantlj 
bears  witneea.  The  sermon  on  *  The  Prodigal  Son,  for  freah,  furcible  thinking, 
and  analjaJB  of  the  springs  of  ILction  and  character,  will  bear  comparison  with  any 
sermon  on  the  subject.  He  had  an  unspeakable  aversion  to  tinsel  or  gold-leaf  oi 
spanglea, — things  that  had  length  and  breadth  but  no  depth.  Be  told  me  he  bad 
tried  to  read  through  s  Tolume  of  modem  popnlar  sermons,  but  could  not.  At  the 
same  time,  he  was  no  foe  to  fancy  or  lively  gleam  of  imagination  when  legitimatelj 
nsed.  There  waa  a  calm  aelf-possession  in  his  manner  that  forbade  tumult  w 
ezatement  in  the  pulpit,  as  if  he  were  a  '  fiying-man '  drawn  np  and  let  down  ec un 
by  aerial  machinery.  He  was  no  Boanerges,  scattering  bolts  of  thunder  around  hiTTi, 
and  casting  rainbows  athwart  the  line  of  vision  of  the  hearer.  His  voice  was  soft 
and  mellow,  ungnited  to  the  pitch  of  a  paaaionBte  roar,  which,  with  the  multitude, 
is  ayuonymons  with  tremendoua  eaTDestnees  and  unquestionable  eloquence.  Tet 
there  was  a  power  in  his  preaching  as  of  '  the  still  small  voice,'  far  beyond  the 
wind  and  earthquake  and  fire.  Mr.  Gilfillan  of  Dundee  said  of  him  in  his  sermon, 
'  My  brother  was  a  man  of  much  culture  and  good  natural  powers,  exteoaively  read 
in  the  classics  and  theological  lore.  As  a  preacher,  he  waa  solid,  practical,  and 
thoroughly  in  earnest.  Truly  pious,  as  I  know,  he  had  at  the  same  time  no  cant 
or  religioua  pretension,  and  ntterly  abhorred  these  qnalitdea  in  other  men.'  And 
Mr.  Steedmau  said :  '  In  my  delib^te  judgment,  he  was  a  man  of  high  intellectaal 

Kwers,  richly  furnished  by  a  life  of  well-regulated  reading  and  syfitematic  atady. 
many  reapecta  he  and  his  illuatdona  brother  stood  far  apart ;  but  in  natural 
talents,  and  in  the  wide  range  of  his  acquirements,  James  was,  in  the  eetimation 
of  those  well  able  to  judge,  not  one  whit  interior  to  the  more  widely-famed  miniater 
of  Dundee.  Morally,  Dr.  Gilfillan  waa  a  very  devout  and  earnest  Chiiatiaa.  .  .  . 
Aa  a  miniater,  he  waa  faithful  and  laborioos  in  his  preparations  for  the  pulpit ;  and 
none  knew  so  well  as  the  highly-favoured  memb^  of  this  congregataon  that  he 
did  not  serve  God  with  what  cost  him  nought.'  No  one  could  doubt  the  depth  and 
concentration  of  his  religious  character.  It  was  the  underlying  element  of  tbe 
man,  and  specially  cropped  np  in  bis  addresses  to  God.  His  usually  grave  tone  and 
manner  became  more  reverential  and  subdued  when  craving  a  bleaaing  on  his  food, 
or  praying  at  family  worship  or  in  tbe  houae  of  God.  As  he  prayed,  the  fashion  of 
his  countenance  was  altered,  and  he  seemed  to  see  God  face  to  face.  He  was  careful 
in  keeping  np  old  ministerial  ways, — such  as,  examining  as  well  aa  visiting  his 
people,  beginning  the  service  himself  on  fast-  daya,  abstaining  from  wearing  a  pulpit 
gown,  and  from  giving  out  paraphrases  to  be  sung  in  tbe  church,  Latteriy  ne 
conformed  to  the  use  of  the  gown,  and  after  his  withdrawal  from  Stirling,  when 
preaching  for  a  brother,  he  did  not  scruple  to  ^ve  out  a  paraphrase.  I  b^eve  he 
adhered  to  the  psalter  in  his  own  church  from  respect  to  tbe  convictions  and 
feelings  of  aome  members  of  the  congregation.  As  to  his  pastoral  work,  '  his 
attention  to  hia  private  duties  of  paatom  visitation,  visiting  the  sick,  and  instruct- 
ing the  young,  was  through  all  ms  long  life  unremitting.'  This  testimony  of  hia 
brother  George  is  endors^  by  Mr,  Steedman,  who  says,  '  Tiil  strength  be^n  to 
fail,  his  pastoral  duties  were  performed  with  painstaking  punctuahty.  Te  are  my 
witnesses  this  day  that  hia  life  among  you  was  listingujahed  by  an  even  tenor  of 
diligent  and  (msparinc;  work' 

His  litera^  taste  developed  ileelf,  as  we  have  seen,  in  bis  student  days.  la 
1828  he  published  a  memoir  (rf  his  father,  which,  according  to  a  well-known 
critic,  '  though  deficient  in  incident,  was  remarkably  well  written.'  Dr.  Mitchell 
of  Glasgow  spoke  highly  of  it  as  a  piece  of  composition.  In  1832  he  pnblished  a 
sermon  with  reference  to  the  visitation  of  cholera.  His  maater-work,  The  Sabbath 
Viewd  in  the  Light  of  Season,  Hevelalion,  and  History,  with  Sketches  of  ill 
tiUrature,  appeared  in  1861,  and  passed  into  a  second  edition  in  1862.  The 
stereotype  platea  from  which  it  was  minf«d  were  presented  by  John  Henderson, 
Esq.  of  Park,  to  the  Hew  York  Sabbath  Committee,  and  above  5MH)  copiea  of  the 
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work  were  distributed  gratnitooaJy  amoag  the  paston  of  America  in  1865.  Hr. 
Steedinan  sayH :  '  Dr.  GilfllUn  had  this  work  in  baud  during  the  long  period  of 
tweo^  fesfB,  and  expended  oo  its  preponitiou  an  amount  of  labour  poiutivelf 

enormooa.  "the  book  was  received  by  the  Christian  public  with  high  approbation.' 
His  brother  Bajs:  'As  a  writer,  he  was  perhaps  rather  late  in  comi&g  into  the 
field,  bat  he  poBaeesed  qualities  petniliarly  fitting  him  to  eiceL  Tbou^  his  own 
style  was  measoied,  if  not  tame,  yet  I  hare  never  known  a  man  more  enthusiastic 
ia  iiis  appreciation  of  what  he  thought  geaiut  in  others,  snch  as  Chalmers,  Pro- 
fessor Young,  Jamieson  of  Methren,  and  Dr.  Fenier  of  Paisley,  His  literaiy  tastes 
tvere-keen  as  well  as  refined.  He  was  very  much  an  eeathetic  man,  fond  of  music, 
A  good  singer,  and  passionately  f<md  of  scen^.  His  style  was  clear,  classical, 
chaste,  and  vigorous.  The  best  specimen  of  it  may  be  found  in  his  large  and 
exhaustive  work  on  The  Sabbath,  a  work  on  which  he  expended  an  almost  incred- 
ible amount  of  labour  and  research.  It  was  regarded  as  a  vety  mine  of  thought 
and  information  on  the  subject'  By  the  time  1  was  honoured  with  hie  friend^ip 
he  bad  made  great  progress  with  this  work.  He  had  purchased  a  whole  library  of 
■wc^ba  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  to  get  at  the  information  in  a  Dutch  work,  he  set  him- 
self to  master  the  Dutch  tongue,  as  Cato,  at  tlie  ripe  age  of  eighty,  learned  Greek. 
All  the  libraries  in  the  kingdom  were  laid  under  tribute  by  him,  to  get  at  works 
which  money  could  not  buy  outside.  I  remember  his  great  disappointment  at  not 
securing  a  v.ery  rare  volume,  which  he  found  in  a  Xiondoo  catalogue,  but  which  a 
professor  in  the  College  at  Basle  had  picked  up  before  him.  The  professor,  how- 
ever, kindly  granted  him  a  loan  of  the  volume.  He  had  repeatedly  applied  at  the 
Edinburgh  University  Library  for  the  work  of  Dr.  Nicholas  Bownd,  but  was  always 
told  the  book  was  lent  out,  till  he  asked  the  librarian  to  say  what  was  tie  name 
of  the  reader?  The  answer  was,  'Sir  William  Hamilton.'  Mr.  James  Cos,  whose 
work  on  TAe  Sabbath  led  him  into  the  same  field  of  research,  declared  that  no 
man  had  a  better  acquaintance  with  the  literature  of  the  subject  than  Dr.  Gilfillan. 
The  book  is  bis  monmnent  for  all  time  coming.  In  1S65  he  published  a  volume 
of  ^courses,  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made.  And,  shorttr  before  the 
commencement  of  his  lingering  illness,  he  was  preparing  a  memorial  volume  for  his 
congregation,  some  parts  of  which  he  read  to  me  and  my  friend,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Muir,  M.A.,  of  Hawick.  'On  the  3d  of  January  1865,  says  Mr.  Steedman,  'he 
married  a  second  time  a  member  of  this  congregation,  who  relieved  his  house  from 
the  gloom  and  his  heart  from  the  sadness  of  the  previous  bereavement, — an  excel- 
lent Christian  lady,  much  esteemed  by  all  the  members  of  the  presbytery,  and  one 
who,  by  her  devoted  and  onremitting  attention  to  her  husband  during  his  lon^  and 
painful  itlnesB,  which  has  now,  aUs  I  terminated  in  death,  has  kid  all  his  friends 
and  relatives  under  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude.'  Two  children  were  the  offspring  of 
this  marriage,  a  daughter  and  sou,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  childhood ;  the 
latter,  Samnel  by  name,  survives  his  honoured  father. 

The  life  of  Dr.  Gilfillan  was  one  of  great  method  and  order.  He  was  an  early 
riser,  and  was  thereby  enabled  to  overtake  a  fwr  amount  of  work  in  his  study 
bf^ore  breakfast.  He  was  accustomed  to  the  healthful  exercise  of  a  cold  bath, 
which  imparted  vigour  and  tone  to  the  frame  for  the  day.  The  oouseqaence  was, 
that  be  enjoyed  for  many  years  very  equal  health.  In  1851  he  was  laid  aside  from 
preaching  for  a  year,  tm^ngh  ministers'  sore  throat,  during  which  period  he 
travelled  on  the  Continent.  In  1834  he  was  chosen  by  the  Presbytery  of  Stirling 
and  Falkirk  to  succeed  Dr.  Henry  Belfrage  as  presbytery- clerk,  and  continued  to 
discharge  its  duties  till  he  left  Stirling,  la  April  1866  the  University  of  Glasgow 
recognised  his  worth  as  a  minister  and  author  by  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity. 
Had  he  been  consulted  beforehand,  he  would  have  discouraged  any  proposal  of  the 
kind ;  but  as  the  degree  came  to  him  without  his  previous  knowledge,  he  wore  the 
well-eamedhonourwith  becomingsatisfaction.  Mr.  Steedman  finely  remarks :  'Age, 
wi^  its  usual  infirmities,  was  now  creeping  on  ;  the  ruddy  cheek  of  1822  was  now 
blanched,  the  youthful  locks  had  become  white  with  the  snows  of  winter,  the  firm 
step  had  lost  its  elasticity,  the  intellectual  fire  had  ceased  to  glow,  when,  in  1869, 
he  demitted  his  charge.'  His  brother  says :  '  His  course  of  labour  was  on  the 
whole  one  of  great  peace  and  of  unwearied  diligence.  He  might  have  died  in  the 
midst  of  an  attached  fiock,  and  in  a  town  where  he  was  univereally  respected,  were 


er; 
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it  not  for  cerUun  dU:iirbiiig  ctreamBtancw,  <d  vAaA  I  will  0QI7  M7,  tbnt  Hiby  did 
not  in  tiie  very  di^test  degree  affect  hia  chaiaeter,  and  tint  ia  the  difficaltiea  lie 
n«t  with  he  had  tiie  unwiimoua  sapport  of  hia  pi^BbTteiy,  and  the  sympathy  of 
raoBt  of  the  right-hearted  and  int^gent  citicena  of  the  place.  He  retired  to 
Portobello,  where  he  meant  to  spend  the  evening  of  hia  life  in  lesraad  leisure  aaS 
repose.  Bat  to  God  it  seemed-  othwffiae.  He  was  emitten  down  with  paialjais 
in  November  1871  [at  the  very  time  when  prepMstiona  were  in  raadineaB  to  cele- 
brate his  jnbilee  in  gtirlmg},  and  after  two  yean  of  helpleaa  wei^neea  and  suffer- 
ing, he  eipired  on  the  28th  of  Jtmnuy  this  year  Paeaing  thnin^  Edinlnirgh  the 
irioTi»  Satniday,  I  visited  hia  home,  and  had  tJie  melancholy  plenore  of  bidding 
3  farewell  for  the  last  time.  The  expression  ctf  his  lips  and  eye  told  me  he 
recogniial  me,  althongh  be  was  imable  to  speak.  He  died  under  an  edipse  of 
reaaoo  and  a  proetration  of  strength ;  bot  his  memory  shall  bo  cherished  long  and 
deeply  by  hia  congregation, — who  turned  out  aa  one  man  to  his  burial, — by  hia  many 
pecBonal  fcienda,  by  hia  rdatiTee,  and  by  the  Church.  On  the  Tuesday  after  hw 
death  I  iKiated  at  his  funeral  at  Starting,  and  aa  1  leant  over  tite  grsre  into  which 
be  was  descending,  lookine  orer  the  Ocbils  on  one  side  and  tlw  QramfHaDa  on  the 
odicr,  I  saw  with  my  mina'i  eye  at  the  same  time  emotber  scene,  long  since  past, 
in  wtuch  we  both  aacdeted, — the  funeral  of  our  venerable  fath^,  amidst  the  lonely 
hills  and  the  pure,  peaceful  waters  of  Stratheam,  and  reflected,  too,  that  I  waa 
now  the  sole  surviring  brother  of  the  fomily.'  Mr.  Steedman,  after  etotine  that  he 
died  in  the  seventy-seventh  year  of  his  age,  fifty-two  years  after  hia  oraination, 
adds,  '  His  aid  was  perfect  peace  ;  his  body  now  sleeps  where  the  'wicked  cease 
from  troubling  cuid  the  weary  are  at  rest,  and  hia  soul  has  graie-  to  dwell  witli  tlie 
Hasto:  whom  he  so  long  and  so  cheeifally  served.' 

Space  will  not  admit  any  lengthened  remarks  in  the  ffKf  of'  Bummarimig  tiia 
salient  features  of  his  character  and  life.  His  brotba?  ob\j  echoea  the  sentiment 
of  all  who  knew  him  when  he  says,  '  He  was  wann-hearted,  modest,  genttonanly, 
md  geniaL'  The  brothers  Hare,  in  GvesBa  at  Trvth,  deSne  a  gentUman  at 
'  gentle  in  everything  that  depends  on  himself,— in  csfwiage,  temper,  constmotions, 
aims,  desirefl.  He  ought,  therefore,  to  be  mild,  calm,  quiet,  even,  tempeiMe,  not 
hasty  in  judgment,  not  exorbitant  in  ambition,  not  overbearing,  not  proud,  not 
rapacious,  not  oppresove,  for  these  things  are  contrary  to  gentleueee.'  Dr. 
G^fillan  was  every  inch  a  gentleman, — in  bearing,  in  dFese,  in  nrbanity  and 
politeness,  in  courtesy  and  refinement  of  feeling.  He  had  a  high  senae  of  honour, 
a  scorn  of  meanncM,  '  a  loathing  of  whatever  was  unjust  or  unkind.'  Associated 
with  men  of  mark  in  his  denomination  from  ewly  life,  he  had  a  fund  of  rich  anec- 
dote, which  he  conld  pay  out  as  served  the  occasion,  of  the  choice  sayings  and 
necoliarrtdcs  of  such  men  as  Jameson,  Ferris,  Mitchell,  Hengh,  Smsrt,  and  othos. 
With  a  keen  sense  of  humour  he  combined  the  facolty  of  hearty,  appreaatiTe 
laughter.  '  He  was  eminently  given  to  hospitality,  and  in  this  he  was  dieeifiilly 
supported  by  both  the  Christian  ladies  who  in  succesrion  had  the  orduitag  of  his 
draimtio  affairs.  His  bearing  at  ail  times,  even  in  the  hours  of  greateat  tdfiBstioD, 
was  that  of  the  dignified  Christian  gentleman.'  So  writes  9b.  SteedmAa,  tlun 
whom  none  knew  him  better.  Nothing  seemed  to  gire  more  exquieata  ddigiit 
to  Dr.  Gilflllan  thatt  the  society  of  hia  brethren,  and,  in  tliiB  JikeDr.  M'Kerrow,  his 
younger  brethren.  I  shall  never  ftn^et  the  pleasant  hours  in  his  stndy  in  Irvine 
Place.  It  was  no  easy  matter  to  get  admission,  by  reason  of  the  preasiire  of  the 
shelves'  of  books  against  the  door.  Nor  was  it  easy  getting  near  the  flwaide,  for  the 
tables  that  were  littered,  in  broken  strata,  with  big  and  small  volumes,  like  the 
moraine  of  a,  glacier.  But  once  seated,  yon  coald  not  easily  get  out  E^^ain.  Yon 
were  at  once  admitted  to  the  confidence  and  heart  of  the  man.  I  rej(»ce  that  tot 
BO  many  years  I  was  privileged  with  a  share  of  his  heart,  as  it  opned  in  his  sanc- 
tum, with  grim  heathen  idols  and  a  sombre  cast  of  the  head  of^beneser-Bniine 
looking  down  from  his  bookcases.  '  It  seems  to  me,'  to  use-the  words  of  Mr.  Steed- 
man,  'these  were  happy  days,  and  in  the  retrospect  theyareftiU  of  sunny  memo- 
ries. They  eball  return  no  more.  But  there  are  happy  prospects.  All  of  t»  have 
yet  to  put  off  this  earthly  tabernacle;  and' the  gospe!  gives- us  the  hope  of  meeting 
again,  greatly  improved,  and  in  far  happier  drcnmstances  than  ire  ever  ex- 
perienced ben:    '  My  fatha-,  the  charioU  of  Israd  and  the  horsemen  theWrf.-' 


THE  GLEANER. 


be  ^Uaner. 


I  HAS  llie  pleasure  a  few  days  ago,  in  a  private  airela,  of  beaiiDg  the  venerable 
Bobert  Moffat,  LmngErtone's  father-in-law,  give  a  most  interesting  account  of  hia 
conversion  and  of  hia  entrance  on  the  miaedonarj'  work.  Dr.  Moffat  was  born  at 
Inverkeithing,  N.B.,  in  1796.  In  18H  or  1812,  a  mere  lad  in  years,  but  a  man  in 
growth,  and  of  very  guperior  attainmento  in  his  calling  (the  peciUiarly  Scotch 
calling  of  a  Kientiflo  gardener),  he  came  to  Highleigh,  in  Cheehire,  to  take  charge 
of^  tAiB  extensive  gardens  and  forcing- housea  and  conservatonea  of  Mr.  Leigh. 
His  mother,  on  parting  with  him,  exacted  a  promiBe  from  him  that  ho  would  never 
fail  dai^  to  read  a  portion  of  Scripture.  He  kept  the  promiaB,  though  often  Borely 
tempted  to  break  it.  His  duties  were  exceanv^y  onerona  for  one  ao  yonng,  and 
at  night  he  often  was  very  weary.  Now  and  then,  though  butisrely,  he  went  out 
to  a  merry-making,  where  he  was  in  request,  for  the  tall  young  Scotch  lad  conld 
both  dance  and  fiddle.  But  he  never  dorat  goto  aleep  without  having  read  his 
chapter.  'BIanketa,'ashesaid,  '  could  not  hide  his  mother.'  Her  parting  request 
— tue  tear  in  her  eye,  full  of  sadness  and  love,  as  she  said  farewell  to  her  eon — his' 
own  promise  came  ever  back  to  him,  and  though  he  niigbt  have  even  gone  to  bed, 
he  was  obliged  to  get  up  again  and  read  hia  chapter.  The  lonesome  Scotch  laddie 
fell  into  Bpiritnal  darkness  and  sorrow.  He  could  find  no  apiritnal  direction  ot 
instruction:  The  Episcopal  chapel  on  the  estate  he  tried,  but  neither  the  prayera 
,  of  the  prayer-book  nor  tbe  pithlesa  and  brief  diacouise  of  the  pulpit  reader  (tho 
,  IJ^P^  bbaplain)  suited  him.  At  length  the  Spirit  showed  him,  as  he  still  read  hia 
New- Testament,  the  way  of  salvation  by  faith.  He  read  Rom.  v.  1:  'Being 
justified.^,  faith,  we  have  peace  witii  Qod,  etc.  A  few  pages  further  on  he  icad 
a^in  that  Christ  Jesua  '  is  made  unto  ua  of  God  wisdom  and  righteonanBM  and 
sanctifica'tibn  and  redemption.'  He  wondered  he  bad  never  seen  these  texts,  and 
(Alier  such  teita^  in  the  true  light  before.  After  this  he  found  some  people  of 
kindred  eipepence  wnong  the  work-people  he  employed, — a  good  Baptist,  and 
eev^^  happy  and  holy  Methodists  ;  in  particular,  a  persecnt«d  Methodist's  wife, 
and  a  Methodist  man  of  the  npme  of  Hamlet  Clarke.  He  went  to  the  Methodist 
chapel  at  a  village  called  Norwood,  in  the  Warrington  Circuit ;  he  joined  class  and 
attended  lore-feast.  I*resently  Dr.  Beaumont,  then  in  the  Warrington  Circuit, 
appointed  the  tall  Scotch  youth  leader  of  the  little  class.  He  was  then  about 
ei^bteen  years  old.  Presently,  in  the  year  1614,  he  saw  a  miasionacr  placard, 
with  the  name  on  it  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Bohy,  the  famous  and  exe^eot  C<ntgrega- 
tionalist  pastor  of  Manchester,  and  the  reading  of  that  placard  brought  to  nis 
memory  all  that  his  mother  had  told  h'T"  from  time  to  time  of  missions,  and 
especiallj  of  the  Moravian  missionaries  and  their  labours.  The  miasionary  passion 
seized  hold  of  Ktm  ;  and  the  name  of  Mr.  Roby,  of  Manchester,  was  assooiated  with 
tlie  thought  of  missions,  hi  the  aummer  of  1615,  his  Methodist  friend,  Hanilet  , 
Clftite,  asked  him  to  accompany  him  to  the  Manchester  Conference.  The  young 
men  walked  to  Manchester  together.  There  he  heard  Dr.  Newton  and  other  Metho- 
dfet  preachers.  There  also  he  heard  Mr.  Roby,  who  gave  up  all  his  services  except 
the  Sundaymoming,  that  hia  people  might  go  to  hearthe  Metbodiata.  WiUi  much 
fear  and.  trembling  he  introduced  himself  to  Mr.  Roby,  and  told  him  of  his  mia- 
sionaiy  desires,  and  how  Uiey  had  been  awakened.  He  left  his  situation  and  went 
to  live  near  Manchester  as  assistant  to  a  nurseryman  belonging  to  Mr.  Roll's 
congregation,  of  the  name  of  Smith.  Miaa  Smith  and  he  became  mutnuly 
attached,  and  eTentnally  Miss  Smith  went  to  him  in  the  AAicut  wildemess  ai^ 
became  his  wife. 
'  I  have  given  you  a  very  bare  outline  of  a  most  rich,  tender,  quaint  lustoiy, 
which  Dr.  Moffat  relates  with  exquisite  simplicity  and  a  most  beaudfUl  and  toncn- 
ing  frankneasi  especially  in  the  pasaagea  relating  to  his  conversion,  and  bis 
introdnction  at  onee  to  tie  missionarj  work  and  to  bis  future  wife.  He  was 
examined  in  London  before  the  Board  of  the  London  Missionaiy  Society  by  Dr. 
Wangh  and  the  fonnidd)le  Matthew  Wilkes,  and  was  originally  destined  to  go  out 


aa  Willimw' compmiioii  to  the  Sotttb  Seaa.  The  cooBideration,  however,  that  both 
the  candidatea  were  ao  young  led  to  hia  bong  sent  to  Africa  in  the  jearlSlG.  Dr. 
Moffat's  love  to  Uetbodiats  baa  always  be^  marked.  He  was  a  great  friend  of 
tlie  late  William  Sbaw.  Here  we  have  a  ke^  to  it  He  is  one  of  the  iDiKuneiable 
multitude  in  other  Ghuichea  who  h 
among  the  Hethodista. — '  X  Y  Z,' 

HOW  MY  KIND  WAS  SETTLED  AS  TO  THE  DIVmiTr  OF  THE  SCBIPTPBES. 

The  Lord  did  this  by  often  shining  on  His  own  word,  and  bringing  it  home  to 
the  conscience,  either  in  a  way  of  comfort  or  terror,  so  that  it  evidenced  itaell  to 
be  the  word  of  Ood.  I  saw  many  tbingii  from  Faalm  xiz.  aa  to  the  power  and 
efficacy  of  Hia  word.  'The  law  of  the  Ixird  is  perfect,  converting  the  gduL'  He 
gave  me  a  reSectiag  light  about  my  own  exerraees  in  times  past,  and  made  me  to 
conaideT  thoae  portions  of  His  word  wherewith  He  had  awakened  me  at  first,  and 
with  which  I  was  comforted.  It  was  by  the  word  that  my  slothful  sool  was  made 
to  run  cheerfully  in  the  way  of  God'e  commandmenta ;  it  was  by  the  word  that  I 
waa  directed  how  to  walk  when  I  was  blind,  and  that  the  cloade  of  darkness  were 
dispelled  from  my  mind,  bo  that  the  light  shined  into  my  soul.  I  felt  the  agreeable 
beams  of  the  Sun  of  Righteouaneas  wanning  my  affections.  I  waa  reproved  &om 
the  word  for  those  sins  which  none  but  the  heart-searchinc;  God  could  know. 

The  Lord  convinced  me  of  the  divinity  and  authority  of  Hia  word  by  Hia  Holy 
iSpirit  witnessing  with  my  spirit.  '  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  of  God  hath  the 
witness  in  himsdi '  (1  Jonn  v.  10).  '  All  Scripture  ia  given  by  inepiration  of  God, 
and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in  right- 
eooanesB ;  tbat  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfect,  thoroughly  fumiahed  unto  all  good 
worka'  (1  Tim.  iii.  16,  17). 

From  what  I  have  experienced  of  tbe  power  of  Bin  and  the  strong  temptations  of 
the  devil,  I  am  perauaded  that  there  is  a  power  and  reality  in  the  gospel  of  our 
Lord  JeauB  Cbnst  above  the  powers  and  art  of  nature  ;  tbat  it  is  mighty  through 
God  to  tbe  pulling  down  of  strongholds  of  sin  and  Satan  in  the  heart  and  life. 

D.  BUCHASAH. 


'SHOW  ME  THY  WATS,  0  LORD!  TEACH  ME  THY  PATHS.' 

0  LOBD,  I'm  Bitting  at  Thy  gates,  And  light  will  break  in  season  due 

Still  watching  for  Thy  light,  Upon  the  bidden  way. 
For  well  I  know  whom  Thou  dost  lead 

Atone  are  led  aright  The  day  in  Thine,  the  night  is  Thine, 
'TiB  ours  but  to  obey,~ 

'  He  tbat  believes  ehall  not  make  baste ; '  To  Bit  and  wat«h  while  lasts  the  night, 

More  patient  would  I  be.  To  rise  when  it  is  day. 
For  it  is  good  to  hope,  0  Lord, 
And  quietly  wait  for  Thee. 

Still  would  I  watch  and  weary  not, 

Though  I  have  long  to  wait,  I  slould  arise  and  go. 
And  years  have  passed  since  first  I 

Bat  0    doubting   heart  I    dost  thou  net 

To  watch  beaide  the  ga(«.  know 

To  doubt  is  to  be  blind  ? 

The  years  that  long  to  me  appear,  Who  walks  by  faith,  not  only  light. 

To  Thee  are  as  a  day.  But  also  sight,  doth  find, 

Ebbol.  J.  S.  S. 


DowcdDyGoOgIC 


HOUB  OIHCLE. 


'  HE  TURNETH  THE  SHADOW  OF  DEATH  INTO  THE  MORNING.' 

Without,  the  world  is  bright  ukd  lair, 

The  sunlight  gleame  npon  it  all ; 

Within  that  dancened  cbfunber  there 

Straoge  ehadoTs  fall. 

The  eyw  grow  dim — 0  Lord  of  light ! 

To  Tbee  are  stretched  hands  pale  and  thin ; 
Tha  shadows,  deep'ning  with  the  night, 
gtill  gather  in. 

Dai^et— more  dark  I  a  night  there  ia 

On  which  ao  morning  e^er  shall  break ; 
But  we  hare  hope — our  plea  is  tliis : 
'  For  Jems'  sake. ' 

Samuel  Smiles  Jebdam. 


pome  €%xtU. 

JAMES  NI3BET. 


When  a  young  man,  fully  equipped  for 
life's  campaign,  his  education  completed, 
and  his  heart  set  on  advancing  the  in- 
terests of  truth,  IB  suddenly  withdrawn 
behind  the  veil,  we  feel  that  a  great 
calamity  has  befallen,  and  we  wonder  at 
the  mjeterionsnees  of  the  dispensation ; 
but  is  it  not  a  greater  calamity,  and 
does  it  not  seem  more  mysterious,  whea 
one  who  has  walked  long  in  wisdom's 
ways,  who  has  done  much  to  atrengthen 
the  virtue  of  others,  and  has  helped  for- 
ward  the  cause  of  philanthropy  m  many 
ways,  is  taken  away  ?  In  the  one  case 
we  can  but  speculate  on  t^e  posdbilities 
of  what  we  have  lost ;  in  the  other  wo 
know  and  feel  it  all  too  surely.  lu  the 
one  we  have  the  ardent  bnt  uncertain 
intentjons  of  youth  and  inexpenence ;  in 
the  other  the  matured  sagacity  of  many 
years.  In  the  one  we  r^ret  the  fall  of 
the  taw  recruit ;  in  the  ouier  we  are  as 
when  a  standard-bearer  fainteth.  Few 
men  have  crowded  more  active  benevo- 
lence into  a  lifetime,  and  few  can  have 
left  a  greater  feeling  of  frianfoiew  at 
thdr  death,  than  did  Mr.  Nisbet,  the 
pablisher.  In  this  short  space  it  would 
be  needless  to  attempt  to  give  what 
might  be  called  a  biography  of  him,  bnt 
we  can  look  at  one  or  two  of  the  moat 
noteworthy  circumstances  and  charac- 
teristics of  his  career. 

When  we  see  in  any  one's  life  much 
of   that  pore    religion    and  usdefiled 


which  consiBts  in  viating  the  fatfier- 
less  and  widows,  and  keeping  oor- 
selves  unspotted  from  the  wond,  we 
naturally  feel  interested  in,  and  inquire 
about,  his  early  life  and  upbringing. 
Mr.  Nisbet's  father  and  mother  were 
honest,  respectable  people  —  probably 
thought  themselves,  and  were  thought 
by  others,  to  be  religious,  and  perhaps 
in  a  certain  sense  were  ho  ;  but  they 
made  the  sad,  serious,  and  I  fear  too 
common  mistake,  of  thinking  it  possible 
to  be  too  religious,— a  mistake  founded 
on  an  altoget^  defective  if  not  errooe- 
oua  notion  of  what  true  religion  ia.  If 
religion  be  the  fear  of  a  terrible,  ruth- 
less Being,  ready  to  pounce  upon  and 
cru^  us,  or  even  the  idea  of  a  distant, 
indifferent  Deity,  careless  and  unin- 
terested regarding  us,  then  the  less  we 
have  of  it  the  better.  Bnt  if  it  be  love 
to  the  God  of  Love,  constraining  us  to 
feel  and  act  like  Himself— if,  further,  it 
be  faith  in  the  God. who  marks  the 
sparrow's  faD,  and  counts  the  haiis  of 
out  head,  surely  we  cannot  have  too 
mach  of  it,  seemg  that  the  more  love 
we  have  the  better  we  must  be,  and 
the  more  faith  we  have  the  happier  we 
must  be,  The  son,  however,  did  not 
make  the  mistake  of  the  father.  With 
him,  religion  was  indeed  the  informing 
spirit,  alike  leading  him  to  happiness 
and  urging  him  to  duty.  Truly  the 
wind  b^weth  where  it  listeth  ;  and  the 


410  HOME  CIBOLE.  ^""StTiil^ 

Spirit  ehows  His  power  b;  eometimes  we  ahall  hear  the  truth  aa  it  is  in  Jesus 

working  fav  meaiu,  BometimeB  agaiiiAt  fftitbfnllf  and  afFectaonatelf  pEeached. 

tuiid  in  epite  of  means.    The  earthlf  And  yet  when  we,  as  it  were,  atrip  life 

father  cautions  against  being  rdi^ioia  of  its  exteanals,  we  find  that  Qna  quel' 

orer-mnch,  t^inVing,  apparently,  with  a  tioa  is  one  of.  the  moat  important  we 

Scotcbman'a  caution,  tiiat  it  is  welt  to  can  take  into  conuderation,  inasmuch. 

have  aa  much  religion  as  Bare  onraelTCS,  ao,  with  all  tfae  means  of  bright  sod 

and  a  carnal  man's  ignorance,  not  as  joyous  life  aroimd  us  ao  far  aa  this 

much  as  involTe  us  in  tMQble.     The  wodd  ia  oonoemed,  we  ahall  be  aad  and 

beaTenlf  Father  saya,  '  Give  me  thine  wiotabad  if  neglectful  of  tbe  spiiitoal 

heart'    The  heart  was  given,  and  the  life.    Whst  sh^dwe  think  of  a  man 

life  as  a  matter  of  course  followed.  ejecting  hia  diildren  to  grow  up  strong 

Mi'.  Nisbet  waa  borif  at  Spylaw,  near  and  heal^y  ahnt  out  from  the  pure  air 

Eelao,  on  the  3d  February  1785,  and  and  thetnightemiBhine  of  heaven?    And 

was  educated  at  one  of  those  Scotch  yet  in  mauT  caiea  it  do«s  seem  to  aoi- 

parish  schools  which  have  been  such  a  prise  peoplft  if  their  children  grow  up 

miKhtj  means  of  good  to  the  country ;  crooked  and  dwarfed  in  mind  and  spirit, 

and    at  fifteen  waa  appranticed  to  a  while  yet  they  have  nsed  no  means  for 

writer  in  Kelso,  whom,  however,  he  left  their  spirituiJ  nourishment  and  growth 

three  years  after,  to  enter  on  a  situation  in  graca 
in  London.  Mr.  Nisbet  not  only  diligently  sought 

No  doubt  the  life  of  every  one  ia  at  hia  own  highest  weU-being,  but  also 

all  times  beset  with  great  temptations;  how  he  might  be  a  blessing  tootheia; 

but  there  ia  no  time  more  trying  to  a  and  in  how  many  ways  any  one  who 

young  man   than   when   he  leaves   his  really  wishes  can  be  useful  I     He  bad 

fatlH^  honsa  and  the  Bosiety  al  his  felt  lonely  and  desolate  when  he  first 

ndghbonra,  Ukcreby  not  only  losing  the  came  to  London,  so  he  tried  ta  lay  hold, 

anperrinon  of  home,  but  alaa  tba  re-  of  otiiH^  in  the  same  poskion  and  be-- 

c^rainta  of  what,  la  him,   constituted  friend  them,  and  alwaya  kept  his  house, 

public  opinion.      To    go   away    alone  and  table  open  foe  audi,  miadfnl  of  the 

among  steangen,  particularly  to  such  a  gradoua  reoc^(nition  of  the  iiaMts,  '  I 

oity  as  London,  ia  a  severe  ovdeal  to  a  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took  me  In.' 

young  mea ;  bat  Mr.  Nisbet  came  safely  Since  fboae  days,  Christian  benevolence, 

tlirough  this  ordeal,  by  trusting  in  the  which    has    devised    so    many    liberal 

Lord  and  in  the  power  of  Hia  might,  things,  hsa  organized  a  systematic  plan 

Hia  j^ayer  at  this  time  was,  '  Lead  me,  in  most  of  our  large' cities  for  befriend- 

0  Lord,  in  the  light  of  Thy  salvatten,  ing   yoong  men  and  women  on  their 

and  m^e  me  to  rajoics  in  Thee  all  my  arrival,  and  furthering  their  interests, 

day*'    '  Sanctify  me  iriidlly,  0  God.'  both  temporal  and  spiritnaL     The  good 

'  May  the  Lord  ever  guide  me  by  His  results  oi  this  Uvlj  wise  and  kindly  ar- 

eonnsels,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  ever-  rangement  must  have  been  incalenlabla 

lasting,'   '  Oh,  charming,  dianuing  pro-  -rtha  day  will  declare  them. 

mise,  "  Feat  not,  for  I  am  with  the*  1 " '  ,  W3iTOcliildiBaaieyoung,theirparent8 

iHa^  >ws  see  the  source  cf.  his  itedr  t^inktheywreatitlieniosttfyingperiod; 

hatassa;   but,  as  every  one  really  in  andastime, andstxeaigtb,  andslem  and 

eameet  wdQ  do,  he  not  wIt  pnvfed,  but:  ease  are.  idl  given  up  to  them,  the  bright 

nsed  means  to  hia  end — he  interested;  time  ceming  is  loolrsd  forward  to,  iriien 

himself  in  and  studied  worthy  books,  in  a  few  yeara  thoy  will  be  Bounces  of 

Mid  he  sought  out  aiMi  connected  him-  pleasure  a&ly.  i  .k,  Sbv  jeKBXsmiei  and 

sdf  withaOhristiancoDgcegatiou.'^MF.  go,  and  the  childies  grow  iotp. ^^ouog. 

KichoL'a,  of  Swallow  Street.;  .and  it  is  men  and  women  ;  ffaey  go  out  inba  tiie 

delightful  to  see  with'whstaaeeiioii  he  world,  they  form  new  acquwitancea^ 

clung  to,   and   with   what  energy  and  and  the  cares  of  the  father  and  moQitX 

nnweariednesshe  son^t  to  advance  the  become  anxieties,  as  tiiey  see  the  ElU 

il^ierestB  of  the  churdi  of  his  dioice.  m^ds,  with  their  thousand  alluring  at- 

Eow  often,  when  changing  our  dwelling,  tractions,  dancing  in  the  forest  ^ades 

we  sak,  and  rightly  too,  where  we  eh^  through  which  their  dear  ones.have  to 

find  good  society,  good',  schools,  health-  thread  their  way.     3^ae,  thst^MutiUal 

fed  air,  the  means  of  amusement  and  travellers  may  h&«e  bean"  foitifiM  by 

'  Kcreation;  bnt,  alaa!  how  eeldom  .where  aarefnl  training,  ju^' had  Mre'chaianeft 
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circle  of  belieTuig  paifei  dntwn:  aroDnd  OLUst  lire,  tliBt  the  same  is  done  eveiy 
them,  and  muiy  of  tfaem  may  ha/n  d&f,  that  if  toil  don't  mother  will,  Hwt 
come  out  from  tlie  worid  and  s^ursted  we  must  all  lode  aftev  oataArtB,  that 
tbemsebfa  froni  itr ;  but  even  ui  such  religion,  ia  one  thine  and  bnnncH  ■■:- 
CBsea  a  iriae  parent  trill  fear  lert  t^np-  other,  aiuLadoeuauierBpecioaaexcnaai 
tations  be  yielded  to,  eren  for  a  tinu,  for  chefitiiig,  whieh  the  father  of  Ilea  ia 
and  so  ^rent  damaRe  and  loss  ensue.  eXwKji  at  hand  to  aupplj,  till  tiie  poor 
These  ynH  ^adiy  hail  and  gntefully  yomig  man  is  bambooded,  periispa  too 
avHil  thenuelrea  of  aueh  aodetieB  for  willingly,  and  calla  darkn^  light,  and 
the  goidanoe  and  gnarditiwhip  of  the  light  diffkucM ;  adding  another  to  the 
yomtg.  liaC  of  those  who  tiiink  it  ooly  a  lawful 
Few  aome  yean  after  he  came  to  Lon-  trich  of  trade  to  aell  milk  that  dowuot 
d^,  Mr.  Niabetwas  iu  the  employment  noariah,  and  tea  that  doea  not  ntretk, 
of  a  West  IndiaD  meicbant,  at  a  small  and  atoth  that  doaa  nttf  wear.  How 
bat  gradually  incneaHiiig  aalaty,  begin-  diffeittit  from  all  thia  was  Ur.  Nisbet ! 
niDg  at  £60  a  year,  and  at  the  time  he  And  were  hia  praeticea  between  an- 
ient being  £1^.  Many  of  die  young  ployera  and  employed  cairied  out,  haw 
men  of  'Sie  present  day  wonld  wondtt'  mimy  slxikes  would  be  sased,  how  miuh 
if  they  were  to  hear,  how  ont  of  his  heart-bnmiug  and  aU  unchantableDeaa  1 
small  inoome  he  ooald  aeod  to  hia  for  from  what  do  all  tbeae  aud  the 
father  £15,  ooutribnte  hiv  guinea,  to  a;  pwiodioally  disoFgmized  state  of  trade 
SabbatlL-achool  diildren'B  treat,  und  hia  ariae,  bnt  from  eack  trying  to  grnap  and 
balf-gnmea  to  a  poor  woman,  supply  a.  secure  for  hima^,  even  to  the  injury  of 
little  girl  with,  wise  and  j^y,  snbiKiibe  his  ueighboiir,  aa  much  aa  poaeible  ?  Do 
to  miaaioiiaiT  societiea  and  deaf  and  we  not  systmiatdeaUy  foiget  to  look  not 
dumb  aeyhmiB,  and  many  oUier  similar  only  on  om  own  things,  but  alao  on  the 
objects  of  Giristaaii  olnrity.  Bntthen  things  of  otheie? — forget  to  practise  the 
the  yonng  men  mnat  remember  that  we  golden  rule  to  do  unto  otheia  aa  we 
do  not  find  bills  for  expetuare  and  super-  would  that  they  ahonld  do  unto  us  ? — 
flnona  clothing  and  jewellery,  for  cigars,  forget  to  love  ouc  nd^ibour  aa  our- 
and  for  wins-parties ;  we  do  not  hear  of  selTes?  Wbabbut  tJiese  grand,  fbunda- 
theatre-tickets  and  betting-boohs,  and  tional,  all-embiacing  laws  con  avail  for 
the  hundred  ways  in  which  a  good  in-  our  guidance  ?  But,  with  our  poor, 
oome  and  a  &ir  name  are  ^achanged  for  narrow,  short-sighted  policy,  we  over^ 
paraiyandbeggaryaikl  disgrace.  When  look  tlie  fact  that  He  who  made  us  alooft 
tw^ity^onr  yesia  of  age,  Mr.  Nsbet  be-  knows  what  is  in  man,  and  how  to  legia- 

rbusimas  for  himadf  as  a  bookaeller.  late  for  him ;  and  wa  try  our  ahort-cot 

a  an  interestdnK  fact  that  his  first  to  happiness,  and  find  ouiselres  chewing 

bamaction  was  seUing  a  copy  of  the  tiie  bitter  cud  of  disi^pmntinent  and 

Shorter  Catechiam  to  a  child.    You  can.  -Tonorae. 

imagine  him  looking  at  and  noting  par-  In  the  conrae  of  time  Mr.  Niabet,  to 

dct^rly  the  first  qoe^on  in  it.    It  was  hia  ^eat  deHght,  got  the  length  of  buy- 

tiie  key-note  of  hu  life,  and  in  that  Ufe  ii)gQiepreiniaeainBe]!&enS£eet,  whov 

waa  Y«ry  obrioualy  and'  atrttdngly'  fnl-  the  business  has  been,  iaag  carried  on. 

flUed  the  promiae,  '  Them  that  honour  Here  he  continued  to  prosper,  and  here 

me  I  will  Qonour.'     Bis  boainen  in-  he  continued  his  career  of  actiTO  nse- 

ereaaed,  andbyandbyheaddedpul:di^>-  fulness,  spmding  and  being  apent  in- 

ing  to  it,  in  which  department  hia  name  t^e  service  of  hia  Maatec.    It  would  1% 

has  been  long  known  and  respected  as  a  wrong  to  omit  [srtionlar  raitiae  at  hir 

conscientious  and  iniiif^t  man.    When  noble  oondoct  in  conneadcai  vitli  the 

I  B&yConaoientionB,  I  fear  I  am  acarcdy  outbreak  of  abolara>in'Mtddleseil  Hd»- 

stutKctently  ^finite — eonsoienccB  are  so  pittd,  when  itL'tisited  oos  conntiy  in 

TorionsandseelaBtic,  md,  alas.!  custom  1854.  .  He  was  oSeially  connected  with 

recolitnles  peo^e  to  so  much.    Yon  oani  it,  and  attended  aaaidDDnsly  nob  only  to 

ima^e^a  young   man  beginning  life  the  temporal  comfort  of  the  patieota, 

b^ng'  atatrtled  at  his  eouployer  sellmg  an  but  personally  to  theb  apiritu^  wants. 

artiolffaadifiterentfTOittwhatit  raallyis,  Some  would  say  he  lived  alife  of  aell- 

and  ereh  remonstratiiig  with  hiin.     Yon  deni^,  uid  so,  in  a  senae,  he  did.;  bnt 

can  imagine  the  emptier  ceplyiug  that  let  us  remember  that  he  that  leeeth  his 

it  is  the  cmUs  of  t£atzade,  that  people  life  shall  find  it.    And.  m  W  ask  our- 
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aelTea  who  comee  neareet  the  idetd  of  a  new  locali^,  should  hia  dream  1>e 
happinen, — he  who  mskeB  himBelf  the  realized.  And  it  was  well  that  it  was  in 
centro  and  circunifereDCe  of  hia  plana  hia  heart  to  do  these ;  bat  not  long  after 
aod  actioDB,  or  he  who,  widening  hia  .  hia  Tetum  home,  the  laboors  of  earth 
horimn,  takca  in  all  around,  nay,  the  were  exohftnged  for  the  bleeaed  rest  of 
whole  human  familj-,  and,  like  hia  he«Ten.  The  call  came  auddenl;,  but 
heavenly  Exemplar,  makea  it  hia  meat  in  his  caae  all  the  more  in  mere;;  and 
.  and  hia  drink  to  do  hia  Father's  buai-  like  him,  to  all  those  who  are  ready, 
neas?  How  fooliah  the  man  who  longs  that  last  solemn  call  cannot  come  too 
for  the  time  when  he  shall  have  built  suddenlf.  Who  would  seek  the  long 
a  hdndaome  villa,  filled  it  with  costly  and  mortal  conflict  with  the  last  great 
fomiture,  and  gathered  uDund  him  all  enemy,  rather  than  the  inatontaneona 
the  Bo-called  agr^meju  of  life,  and  thinks  sa  well  aa  triumphant  entrance  into  tiie 
he  shall  then  be  happy  1  He  wonld  rest  that  remaineth  for  the  people  of 
laugh  if  you  proposed  harnessing  an  God  ?  After  one  brief  day's  confinemait 
Arabian  coniser  to  grind  in  a  mill,  and  to  bed,  without  either  teara  within  tv 
yet  he  expects  his  soul,  formed  in  the  fightings  without, — not  saddened  by  the 
divine  image  and  destined  for  eternity,  last  farewell,  the  parting  kiss, — hepassed 
to  satisfy  itaeU  with  a  few  empty  toys,  away  on  the  Sth  November  1864,  aged 
Rather  let  us  seek  to  rescue  that  neglected  69.  God  had  indeed  answered  the 
child  from  misery,  to  point  that  prodigal  prayer  breathed  long  before :  '  Lead  me, 
to  the  Father's  home,  to  save  these  souls  0  Lord,  in  the  light  of  Thy  salvation, 
from  death,  and  in  blesaiug  others  we  and  make  me  to  rejoice  in  Thee  all  my 
shall  ouraelves  be  blessed.  The  other  days;'  and  fulfilled  the  promise  he  so 
day,  when  thanking  a  friend  for  a  kind  delighted  in :  '  Fear  not,  for  I  am  with 
action  done  to  another  at  my  request,  thee.'  Aud  so  he  went  to  his  reward, 
hesaid, 'Whenanythingisneededagain,  and  heard  the  blessed  welcome  :  'Inas- 
let  me  know ;  I  am  a  poor  man,  in  a  much  as  ye  did  it  unto  one  of  the  least 
humble  way,  but  will  always  be  glad  to  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  did  it  unto  me : 
help  another  when  1  can.  Not  poor,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.' 
assuredly,  with  such  a  disposition.  Sad  were  the  tidings  of  this  good 
When  we  reckon  our  riches,  not  by  man's  death  to  many  whom  he  left 
perishable  pelf,  bat  by  our  alms-deeds,  behind.  The  desolate  orphan  whom  he 
or  ailme-ttriskes  when  the  others  are  im-  had  befriended,  the  lonely  widow  whose 
poaaible,  then  we  begin  to  be  rich  to-  heart  he  had  made  to  sing  for  joy,  the 
wards  God,  and  to  lay  up  treasure  hungry  whom  be  had  fed  and  the  naked 
where  neither  moth  nor  rust  doth  whom  he  had  clothed,  the  sick  whom 
corrupt,  and  where  thieves  cannot  he  had  visited  and  the  prisoner  to  whom 
break  through  to  stesl;  and,  blessed  he  had  come,  all  mourned  his  death; 
oonaumroatim  I  where  our  treasure  is,  but  not  aa  those  who  have  no  hope,  for 
there  will  our  hearts  be  also.  we  know  that  '  they  that  be  wise  shall 
_  And  not  only  did  Hr.  Nisbet  work  shine  aa  the  brightness  of  the  firmament, 
himself,  but,  what  is  perhaps  a  rarer  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteous- 
thing  in  the  spiritual  vineyard,  he  tried  nesa  as  Uie  stara  foe  ever  and  ever.' 
to  get  others  to  work  also,  and  never  Mr.  James  Mill,  a  man  of  vigorous 
eeema  to  have  felt  more  at  home  than  intellect,  but  whose  creed,  or  rather  no- 
when  sketching  out  plans  for  provoking  creed,  was  sad  and  dreary,  and,  notr 
others  to  love  and  good  works.  Had  withstanding  his  intellect,  irratlonaJ  in 
we  many  such  laymen  in  our  churches —  the  extreme,  said  hfe  had  little  plessure 
men  who  know  what  should  be  done,  when  youth  was  past  with  its  first  un- 
and  who  are  willing  at  the  expense  of  satisfied  curiosity,  and  that  old  people 
time  and  labonr  and  money  to  do  it—  could  have  happiness  only  from  the 
tiien  would  the  churches  have  rest,  and  reflected  happiness  of  the  young.  How 
be  edified  and  multiplied.  Likesomany  different  with  Mr.  Niabet,  and  with  all 
other  Scotchmen,  Mr.  Nisbet  had  a  plan  whose  path,  like  the  shining  light, 
of  spending  the  evening  of  his  days  in  ahinetb  more  and  more  unt«  the  perfect 
his  native  land.  It  is  affecting  to  find,  day!  I  heard  the  other  day  of  a.  man 
that  on  hia  Isat  visit  to  j  Scotland  be  who,  looking  back  on  life,  said  moat 
set  about  gathering  materials  for  hia  toudiinglv  uiat  his  youth  bad  been  a 
guidance  in  benevolent  undertakings  in  blander,  hia  middle  life  a  atruggle,  sod 
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his  old  age  a  regret    But  there  is  a  struggle  is  a  manlj,  noble,  and  happr 

more  excellent  war.     If,  bj  a  patient  thing;  and  old  Bge  ahall  be  a  brwbt 

ooatiitniuice  in  weU-doiiig,  we  seek  for  anticipation  of  the  gloij  to  be  rev«Jed. 

glory,  honour,  and  inunortalitT — et«mal  '  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the 

life — ^youtb  ahall  be  no  miat^e,  middle  upright,  for  Uie  end  of  that  man  h 

lifa   no  struggle — except  in  as  far  as  peace.'                                          I.  9. 


C0rr«sponl)c«ct. 

CANADA  REVISITED. 


Dear  Sir, — Having  jost  returned  from  the  seat  of  the  Goremment,  from  being 

a  short  Tisit  to  CaiuiJa,  after  an  absence  a  quite  insignificant  place  (Byetown  bj 

of  thirteen  years,  before  which  I  bad  name),  had  beeome  a  considerable,  as  it 

q>ent  nine  years  there,  I  beg  to  offer  is  a  most  beautifully  situated,  city.    Nor 

jou  a  brief  statement  of  the  Impreasiim  was  it  mere  extension  of  streetfl,  imply- 

I  received  during  my  recent  trip.    That  ing,  of  course,  increase  of  populatton, 

country  most  be  interesting  to  the  com-  that  forced  itself  on  my  view  in  these 

munity  in  general,  from  the  coosideTa-  place*.     The  quality  had  as  manifestly 

tion  that  it  is  so  large  and  daily  enlai^  ameliorated  as  the   quantity  had  ex- 

ing  a  portion  of  the  British  empire,  and  panded.     Many  of  the  private  residences 

especiBlly  interesting  to  multitudes  of  nod  quite  a  palatial  aspect     The  public 

persona  who  have  relatives  and  friends  buildings,  such  as  Farliament-houaee, 

thera.     Our  own  Church  in  particular  post-offices,   custom-houses,  colleges, 

must  surely  have  a  warm  regard  for  that  cathedrals,  churches,  etc,  partly  finished 

region,  seeing  she  made  such  efforts  and  and  partly  in  progress,  were  ^tovether 

expended  so  much  money  for  the  promo-  magnificent.    For  example,  the  Metho- 

tiOD  of  its  religious  welfare.  dist  Metropolitan  Church  at  Toronto, 

The  extreme  kindness  I  eijterienced  built  for  Mr.  Funshon,  is  very  large  and 

feom  my  old  congregatian  at  Toronto,  beautiful.     The  material  being  wliit« 

and  from  numerous  other  friends,  may  brick,  its  architectural  effect  is  not  what 

have  spread  a  eort  of  coulear  de  rost  over  it  might  have  been  had  stone  (scarcely 

the  whole  scene ;  but  I  could  not  doubt  to  be  got  there)  been  employed.    But 

that  a  wonderM   progress  had  been  the  interior,  whidi  I  saw  crowded,  is  finer 

made,  and  that  a  most  satiBfactoiyim-  than  anything  1  have  observed  in  Edin- 

proTement  had  taken  place — nearly  all  of  burgh.   The  Baptists  are  building  a  large 

which,  I  onderstond,  is  due  to  the  last  and    magnifioent    church    at    Toronto. 

six  or  seven  years.  The  beneficial  change  Knox  College,  in  that  city,  which  will 

was  apparent  on  the  most  superficial  soon  be  ready  for  ocoupation,  is  also  of 

survey.      More    of    the    country    was  great  extent  and  quite  an  elegant  etruc- 

cleued.    The  atumps  had  to  a  great  tnre.    The  Roman  Catholic  Cathedral  at 

extent  disappeared.    The  land  had  been  Montreal,  which  is  going  forward  and 

brou^t  into  a  better  agricultural  oondi-  will  be  oompleted  in  a  few  years,  is  on 

tion.   The  breed  of  catue,  I  was  assured,  the  model  of  St.  Peter's  at  Some,  and 

bad  been  greatly  improved,  and  was  in  tJiongh,  of  couiBe,  on  a  greatly  reduced 

many  quarters  scarcely  inferior  to  that  scale,  will,  in  extent  and  grandeur,  far 

of  this  conntry.     The   roads,   formerly  surpaasanythinghithertoseeninCankda,- 

tbe  opprobrium  of  the  province,  had  un-  or  in  most  other  parts  of  the  world.  When 

dergone  a  change  vastly  for  the  better,  speakingof  church  buildings,  I  may  men- 

whue  at  the  same  time  the  extension  of  lion  tliat,  till  lately,  it  was  the  almost 

railways  had  made  common  roads  less  uniform  practice  on  the  other  side  of  die 

vitally  important.    Numerous  new  vil-  At^ntao  to  have  a  basement,  i.e.  a  half- 

lages  had  sprung  up,  and  not  a  few  of  sunk  storey,  under  the  prind^  one  used 

tlwse  formerly  existing  had  developed  for  public  wOTship.    A  portion  of  this 

into  towns.    I  was  particularly  struck  lower  compartment  was  usually  parti- 

'  with    the    enlargement    of    Montreal,  tioned  off  as  a  vestry  and  session-house, 

Toronto,  and  London ;  while  Ottawa,  or  ioom  for  analogous  pnrpoaee,  and  the 
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remainder  wm  fitted  up  for  Babbatb  tiTation  wae  mtrsdiiaed,  joat  aa  the 

BchcxilB,  BoirMs,  tmd  meetiiiBB  of  Tariom  oliiiHtte  of  Otnada.  haa  xtudtagaaa  &  gnat 

■orte.     ^t  this  arraDgemeiit  is  now  ohange  niduu  tiie  memocy  of  many  of 

CBToUy  alHmdoned,  and  inatead  of  a  the  li^og  inhabiliaDtfl.  Fanoera  eom- 
anent,  ahull,  with  mite  of  looma,  ia  fortablyaettlediii  Canada  hare  migrated 
biiilt  on  a  lerel  with  the  church  itM^.  weatorard,  and  bdtere  tli&t  ihe  tiuiaitioD 
The  change,  I  Buppoae,  is  attooded  with  haa  been  for  the  better. 
additional  expense,  but  ite  adopticHi  is  a  Great  efforts  are  at  present  being  nude 
proof  of  the  readiness  with  which  money  to  promote  emigration  to  Canada,  and 
u  DOW  obtained  for  ecdeaiaatical  pur-  audi  a  step  would  be  highly  adTantageooa 
poeea.  to  seTeraJ  clasees  of  persons  at  home. 
The  trade  of  Canada  has  been  for  a  AgricidKial  labourers  in  particular  are 
few  jrears  paat  in  a  very  satisfactory  wanted  ;  and  euch  aa  those  in  the  soath 
condition.  About  twenty  years  ago  and  south-east  c4  England  would  ex- 
there  waa  a  perfect  ferer  of  praaperity,  perienoeAliapp;  change' of  circamstanoea 
so  oaUad ;  Init  the  cnas  of  1B67  allowed  byeo">E^<!'^™-  Th«e  ate  not  wanting, 
tiiat  there  wie  only  a  Taat  inflatdoD,  and  indeed,  inatanoM  of  pccacoiB  wlio  bare 
agrieTonaoolliqiMteokplaoe.  Baoeutly,  gone  and  have  Tetunud  diaspptunted 
howerer,  it  ia  beliered^  commsoe  baa  aad  diaaatiBfiad.  Thcee  bsve  been  chiefly 
been  conducted  on  aaoader  prineiplee,  ei&er  indolent,  loo^^  aelf-indulgeiit 
amd  has  attained  to  greater  aolidity.  people,  who  can  neither  ma^  effort  noc 
Some  are  not  witlioiit  Jeaia  that  the  vntenit  to  inaonTeoienoe,  wiio  were 
temptation  to  apeculate  may  again  prove  -cooaeqncntly  iiiiiiiiiimifiil  bare,  and 
too  atcong.  But  aorely  tifae  sad  lesson  would  be  nnaucceesful  any wbeae, oolong 
wltioh  was  bo  lately  given  will  not  be  as  they  tw^  themselTea  along  with 
so  soon  fo^otten.  them ;  or  thnae  who,  bred  in  a  counlzy 
Sevenl  things  ocmtribnte  to  thepraaent  like  ^lis,  whse  the  minute  diriaion  d 
DOmfortiride  state  of  the  eouitiy,  parti-  labour  so  adTaDtngeonsly  preraila,  fonnd 
colariy  of  Ontario  (Gasada  Wttft).  The  that  in  Canada  they  could  not  get  em- 
Boheme  of  Cod  federation,  a  aort  of  home  [doymentin  theaamepisaiBeda[nrlniffit 
mU,  is  fonnd  to  work  well.  Quebec  to  which  thc^  had  mbd  trained,  and 
(Canada  Elaat)  b  inhabited  mainly  by  woold  Andertate  noihiag  elae.  Those 
people  of  HWkdi  extraction,  who  vae  the  goiii^  to  Canada  must  be  wiUiiiK  to  pot 
Fmidi  laugnaM,  and  are  S>enoh,  or  at  their  hand  to  anything,  aad  ia  naii^ 
t  antiquKtM,  in  tbdr  mannofi  and  eaMeleaRiaM>meiriiatJiew1»Mla,irtucii, 
oma.  Theae  ace  generally  Toy  qni«t  wiUi  a  little  patiowe,  tmj  oHeu  easily 
and  iixJewiire  meniHn  of  aoeiety,  but  be  done.  A  &8t-claaa  lamer  •omettmes 
Oaj  are  leoiaikaUy  destitote  of  enter-  aaid  he  would  joat  aiboot  as  aam  take  a 
piiae  and  aetirity.  Itwutliehi^inor  handy,  ttttlwart  weaver  ja  a  .ZH^riy- 
to  the  recent  ananeemeBt,  that  Guiada  bred  £aat  Lothian  plonghman.  Iheone 
West  and  Canada  &at  dionld  each  have  had  eTeajthing  to  leam,  ajod  the  other 
exactly  the  aame  nmnber  of  membeiB  of  ervything  to  iiiihniii  A  dan  iriio,  I 
theLegiilstaie,'aiidthe'eonBequencewa£  believe,  are  nnmeroos  in  this  coontT, 
a  pennaaeiit  dead-lock ;  or  rather  the  are  apt  to  be  dis^pointed  on  gcaag  to 
Eut  had  nanaUy't^eaaoeDdaDoy,  partly  Canada.  I  have  sometimeB  zeoeivedie- 
pcrhaps  beeaose,  the  peojde  being  most^  liaUecertifiaatcebHM^Ii^feangeoni- 
BtHuan  Catholic,  the  votes  of  thor  man-  jnermal  gaitUemen,  ai^  have  ta]tf  n  tiiem 
bers  were  more  united  and  concentrated  'topetsOBa  who,  I  though  mi^t  he  able 
than  those  of  the  Went.  This  grieranee  -to  de  aomettiing  foe  them,  and  have 
baa  now  been  reoiaved.  The  new  terri-  stud :' Now,  here  is  one  for  whoK  cba- 
tmiee,  too,  which  are  opening  npiowards  laeter  I  joanTonoh:  do  ytm  know  of  any 
the  north-west,  and  whieh  are  of  prodi-  aHnation  for  him?  8iu^  a  dialoaoe  u 
Ipona  extoit,  are  giving  a  eonaidemUe  the ft^wing has titea  tamed : — *What 
impulse.  Tlie  small  portions  of  these  were  yon  tared  to?'  'I  «m  a  tUxA.' 
reguma  whieh  have  yet  been  taken  jhh-  '  That «  nothing  at  aH ;  a^  peracm  can 
Minanof  wesaidtobeof  groatpromiie.  deA-whoflan  write  a^eacnt  hand  and 
TheaeiliBpiobaUf  qtiitee^aal'tothsttif  haa  «  little  antfauetiB.  Om  you  buy 
Canada,  andliieQlmMte,  it  IB  thought,  ia  sooda?'  'Ho.'  'Gan  yon  gall  good*!' 
not  very  diSerent.  ProbaUy,  too,  the  'Hd.'  'Can  yon  keep  g^oda?'  'Ho.' 
eUmate  ma^  chaage,  if  clearing  and  cnl-  '  Then  I  fear  you'll  not  eaeily  gcit  bs- 
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plofmeti  t«e  a  meTeontile  man  in  Qaikada.'  BaffiraentJ;  provided  for  in  the  CtrnfeBBion 
Bo^keepera  are  no  doubt  wanted,  bat  of  Faith,  to  which  they  adhered.  This 
the  number  is  compaiatiTely  unal],  axtd  difficulty  was  lurmounted  by  adopting  a 
a  utraiiger  will  Bcorcelj  bti  accepted.  preamble  to  the  basis,  duly  recognisiiig 
It  is  highly  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  the  article.  The  only  other  stumbliiig- 
say  that  the  Churched  generally  (and,  I  block  was  removed  by  a  resolution  that 
hope,  religion)  are  in  a  very  prosperouti  the  temporalities  from  the  clergy  re- 
condition. The  Canada  Freebyterian  serves,  etc.,  should  continue  to  belong 
Church,  in  particular,  ii  manifestly  exclusively  to  those  who  at  present 
length^iiiig  ite  coids  and  strengthening  posseBsthem,  and  that  the  united  Church 
ita  stakes.  A  great  incFsase  in  the  should  in  do  way  be  implicated  in  that 
nmnber  of  iia  noogt^iatiacs  has  taken  matter. — The  organ  question,  I  grieve  to 
place,  and  it  has  tfrofloariehingeoll^eB  say,  is  troubling,  and  in  fact  rending, 
lor  the  training  of  ministerB, — one  at  «ome  of  the  congregatioiia  in  the  Cana& 
Toronto,  and  the  other  irt  Montreal.  In  Preflbyterian  Ohnrch. 
June  last  a  union  between  it  and  the  Now  that  the  number  of  Selkirk  stu- 
Presbyterian  Church  connected  with  the  dents  is  fast  vanishing  away,  may  I  be 
Church  of  Scotland.waB  definitively  agreed  indulged,  aa  one  of  the  anrvivois,  in 
to,  and  win  be  conemnmated  as  speedily  mentioning  that  two  of  us  aMU  keep 
as  certain  forms,  and  Acts  of  Parhament  thpiV  ground  in  Canada,  viz.  the  Bevs. 
touching  coU^ee  and  property,  can  be  Archibald  Henderson,  ei«t  aettled  at 
dmed  through.  The  measure  hae  been  Carlisle,  and  Andrew  Kennedy,  at  Keith. 
for  a  number  of  yeaiB  under  conaidera-  I  had  great  pleasure  in  ^(ending  a  few 
taon,  and  the  chief  obstacle  was,  that  days  with  the  lattw,  whom  I  found 
one  section  of  the  Canada  Presbyterian  fresh  and  vigoroua,  and  hearty  aa  of  old. 
ChuTcb  insisted  on  a  clause  bein^  intro-  LHk  vii>al  vaUatqiie. 
duoed  into  the  baus  recognieing  the  Begging  yon  to  eicnae,  and,  if  yon 
Headship  of  Christ.  The  other  Church  please,  insert  theee  desult<ffy  remarks, 
declared  that  they  had  no  objection  to  1  am,  etc.,  J.  T. 
that  doctiine  Itielf ,  but  couBidered  it  ae  EnifiBtiBQH,  Augiut  1874. 
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Sir, — Will  you  spare  me  a  few  bnee  petitions,  when  in,  represented  m(«e  tban 
to  make  one  or  two  rercarkfl,  not  on  the  a  half  of  the  electoral  toll,  do  yon 
principle  of  BiseBtablishment,  for  that  is  think  the  M.F.  dare  ride  rcn^hahod 
being  suf&cientlj  ventilated  at  present  over  the  wisbee  of  bo  many  of  h^  con- 
by  the  newspapers,  magazines,  and  the  stitucnls?  1  think  not. 
Cberation  Society's  jhublicatbns,  but  To  iUustrate  this,  an  M.P.  in  the  late 
on  the  modug  operandi  f  Parliament,  although  an  Established 
It  atrikee  me  very  forcibly  that  a  good  Ghuichman,  sapported  Mi.  M'Laren's  , 
deal  mi^tbe  doim  by  both  the  United  Church  Bate  Aboliiion  Bill,  because  he 
'        '  a  and  Free  Churchee  were  was  told  the  United  Presbyterian  and 


tlK7  to  act  aniudly  in  t^  matter, — not  Free  Churchea  together  - 

by  merely  Bending  up  petitionB  for  pre-  jority,  and  if  he  didn't  he  wouldn't  get 

eentation  to  the  HouBe  of  Ccmmions&om  his  seat  again. 

the  Synod  and  the  General  Aesembly,         Aa  a  n5e,  Established  Chittoh  mem- 

and  a  stray  presbytery  here  and  there,  bers  (such  as  have  votes)  ate  ConBerra- 

but  individually.  tive,  and  any  one  coming  out  on  Liberal 

My  suggestion  ia,  let  a  form  id  a  peti-  principlee  does  not  look  to  them  for 

tiou  be  prepwed  by  the  Synod's  Com-  suppwt. 

mittee,  and  let  each  coagregation  in  the        Therefore  «tier^  minister  .should  send 

boA/  be  tappiied  with  n  ■copv ;  let  all  his  M.P.  a  petition,  with  a  request  to 

titese  be  sent  io  the  M.P.  of  i^e  county  support  it ;  and  if  all  were  to  be  for- 

or  bargh  in  wliich   tbe   congregatjons  vranled  for  preHeotaticai   on   a   cerlaiii 

are,  and  let  the  M.P.  know  how  many  aay,beiideBpteBett*Jnga.Taritedphal«iut, 

electors  the  petition  represents.  it  Tvould  let  the  Govermnent  see  Hiet 

Aa  a  rule,  United  Preabyteiian  and  the  Scotch  were  real^  in  eameat  and 

Free  Churchea  are  Liberal ;  and  if  the  not  to  be  trifled  witii. 
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I'll  undertake  to  say,  if  this  is  carried        P.S. — Wbr  doea  the  United  Freabjr- 

OQt,  few  ScQtch  M.P.B  will  vote  against  teriitn  Ciiurch  not  go  in  for  the  aboUtion 

xa  in  fntare ;  and  trusting  the  leaders  of  of  proclamation  of  banns  in  the  Estab- 

our  Chnroh  will  accept  the  idea, — I  am,  lished  Chnrch?    This  is  Eighteen  hnn- 

Ajax.  dred  and  seventj-fonr! ! ! ! 


FBBSBTixsLu.  PBOOBUHXOB.  dalf  coniidered.  In  rieir  of  these  cir- 
cnmitancea,  tlie  preibyterj  agree  that  the 
AnnandaU. — Thii  prubtter;  mot  at  commnnicatiDiii  referred  to  lis  on  the 
Eeclefechan  on  the  Slit  Jnlj  U«t — ihe  table,  and  that  the  preabjtery  hold  a 
Rot.  William  Bntton,  moderator.  Mr.  meetingat  Waterbeck  on  an  earl;  da?,  to 
WaUon  reported  that,  in  temu  of  appoint-  coofer  wiih  Mr.  Ooodham,  the  leision, 
ment,  he  had  preached  at  Wsterbecb,  and  and  the  congregation  on  the  whole  anb- 
inliiDated  Mr.  OoodbQm'a  tender  of  the  ject. — The  preabTtery  mot,  io  terms  of  ap- 
demisaion  of  bii  charge,  and  that  a  com-  pointment,  at  Wateibeck  on  the  4th 
mitlee  bad  been  appointed  to  come  to  Augoai — ihe  Rer.  William  Hatton,  mode- 
Waterbeck  oo  the  following  daj,  to  meet  raior.  Hie  presbjterjr  entered  on  the 
with  Mr.  Goodbum,  tbe  aeBaion,  and  the  confereace  with  Mr.  Goodbam,  the  ses- 
congregation.  Mr.  Wataon,  conTener  of  sion,  and  congregation.  Mr.  Qoodbnm 
said^comroittee,  reported  that,  in  terms  of  said  that  be  bad  nothing  to  add  to  what 
appointment,  the  committee  met  with  Mr.  was  expressed  in  correspondence  Ijing  on 
Goodburn,  the  session,  and  coogregalion,  the  preabjterj's  table,  aad  felt  assared 
and  full  opportnnit;  was  given  for  elicit-  that  liia  ioterests  would  be  duly  attended 
ingtbe  mind  of  all  the  parties  concerned,  to  b;  tbe  preabjterj.  The  session,  baving 
It  was  foand  that  Mr.  Goodhnm  had  been  been  leverall;  encouraged  to  express  their 
led  to  take  the  atep  he  bad  intimated  Tiewa,  stated  that,  while  approving  of  Mr. 
ehieSj  on  account  of  the  coasregatioD  not  Qoodbnm's  preaching,  and  their  readiness 
having  raised  the  £7,  10s.  ;  bat  tbe  com-  to  abide  by  bis  ministry,  tbe;  did  not  con- 
mittee  bad  not  been  able  to  obtain  much  aiderit  woaldbefortbeintereatsof  thecon- 
information  from  the  eessioa  and  the  Eregation  that  bis  reaigoation  should  not 
congregation  in  regard  to  their  feelings  be  accepted.  Before  entering  on  tbe  con- 
towards  Mr.  Qoodbnm.  Qaestions  har-  ferencewithtbecongregation.Mr. Watson, 
ing  been  put  b;  tbe  preabfterf  and  an-  at  tbe  request  of  the  moderator,  conducted 
swered,  the  report  of  the  committee,  as  prajer.  The  moderator  again  atated  the 
well  as  tbe  report  of  Mr.  Wataon,  was  re-  object  of  tbe  conference,  and  urged  that  as 
ceired  and  approved.  Compeared  Messrs.  manjaspossiblewould  express  their Tiews- 
Thomas  Bell,  Andrew  Park,  and  George  Af^rlen^tbcnedinterchangeof  sentiment, 
Scott,  commissiooera  appointed  at  a  meet-  characteriied  by  greatnnwillingnessontbo 
ing  of  tbe  consregation  held  on  tbe  13th  part  of  the  congregation  to  aaj  anything 
inst.  Having  been  heard,  questions  were  that  would  indicate  nnkindlj  feeling  to- 
put  by  members  of  preabyterj  to  the  com-  wards  tbeir  minister,  it  was  fonnd  that  no 
misaioners,  and  it  was  foand  that  they  one  wonid  propose  that  Mr.  Ooodbom 
declined  to  give  any  information  aa  lo  the  sbould  withdraw  the  reaigoation  of  his 
reasons  for  the  present  atsle  of  feeling  charge.  In  view  of  the  reanlta  arrived  at, 
towards  Mr.  Goodbom,  on  account  of  a  tbe  presbytery  set  before  tbe  congregation 
desire  to  maintain  friendly  relations  with  tbeir  duty,  that  in  the  event  of  Mr.  Qood- 
him,  A  letter  was  read  from  the  Bev.  bum's  resignation  being  accepted,  some 
David  8.  Ooodbnm.  Fartieahaviug  been  pecuniary  acknowledgment  in  the  fomi  of 
removed,  the  presbytery,  having  engaged  a  parting  gift  should  be  made  to  him.  In 
In  prayer,  proceeded  to  deliberate,  and  the  course  of  a  free  conversation  which 
after  leaaoning,  it  was  igreed  as  follows:  followed,  the  presbytery  were  pleased 
—The  presbytery,  taking  Mr.  Goodbum's  to  find  that  their  advice  in  this  matter  had 
comma nicati on s  together,  find  that  he  de-  been  anticipated,  Tbe  conversation  on 
■irea  to  remain  at  Waterbeek,  should  it  be  the  part  of  tbe  people  waa  cbaracteriEed 
found  possible  to  bring  about  a  better  by  great  friendliness  of  feeling,  and  whUe 
state  of  matter*  between  him  and  his  some,  even  in  the  interests  of  Mr.  Good- 
people,  and  that  he  only  desires  to  demit  bum,  demurred  to  naming  a  anm,  it  wa* 
bis  charge  should  it  be  found  tbat  this  ultimately  agreed  that  tbe  amount  to  l>e 
cannot  be  accomplished,  and  on  tiie  un-  aimed  at  as  a  partiag  gift  sbould  range 
derstonding  that  his  interests  wonld  be  from  jElOO  to  £1«).    The  moderator  now 
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Ooodburn'g  lender  of  the  demU) 
charge,  when  il  naa  iDO'ed  Aud  seconded 
aad  agreed,  that  Mr.  Goodbarn'B  teaigna-' 
tion  be  accepted,  and  that  the  piiloral 
relation  belween  him  and  the  coagrega- 
tioD  of  Waterbeck  be  ditgolTed.  The 
pretbTteiy  appointed  Mr.  Watson  to 
preach  at  Walerbeck  oa  Babbath  fini, 
intimate  the  decision  of  the  presbjterj, 
and  declare  the  church  *acanl.  Mr. 
Ronald  vM  appointed  moderator  of  sesaion 
ppcshjterj' 


of  the  8;nod'« 

I,  from  which  It  ap- 
Bnichart,  stadenc, 


i^y-  ... 

_reparcd  the  following  draft  moti 
relative  to  Mr.  Goodhurn  j — Id  drop- 
ping Mr.  Goodbam'i  name  from  the  roll, 
the  presbjterj  deiire  to  eipreai  their 
regret  at  parting  with  him,  and  to  eonrej 
to  bim  the  aisQrance  of  their  aincera  ijm- 
path;,  their  reapect  and 


peered  that  Jan 


nntural  philoBOph;  j  and  alio  that  Jamea 
V.  Johnaton,  atndtnt  of  Aria,  had  paaaed 
hia  examination  for  admiwion  to  Che  HilL 
He  wai  examined  by  the  preabjlery  in 
regard  to  peraonal  piety,  character,  and 
motive*.  The  preabj'teij  being  satiafled, 
agreed  to  certity  him  Co  the  Hall.  The 
committee  appointed  to  con  aider  Mr. 
Chapman'i  case  reported  that  the;  n 


ith  Ht,  Ohapman'i  reaioni  and 
for  seeking  permiFsion  to  reaume 
hi(  atndiea,  and  leconimended  chat  hia  re- 
quest be  granted.  It  was  agreed  to  re- 
ceive (he  report,  and  lo  thank  the  commit- 
tee for  their  diligence.  Jt  wa«  afterwards 
moved  and  adopted  that  Mr.  Cbapmaa  be 
admonished  bj  the  moderator,  and  re* 
a  brother,  their  nnabated  confldenee  stored  to  his  position  as  a  atndent  of  the 
In  his  ability  and  faithfulneas  as  a  minister  Church  nnder  the  inapection  of  this  prea* 
of  the  gospel,  their  earnest  desire  for  his  bytery,  which  waa  done  Bccordinifl;.  Tile 
welfare,  and  their  hope  that  he  maj  be  Slndentl'  Committee  reported  that  all  tba 
enabled  to  render  service  to  the  Master  (tndenta  had  been  examined  bj  written 
in  another  sphere.  After  disposing  of  papers,  and  that  they  had  aU  passed  their 
various  matters,  it  waa  agreed  that  next  examinations  very  creditably.  The  dis- 
meeling  of  presbyterj  be  held  at  Ecele-  courses  by  the  verions  students  having 
fech^n  on  the  first  Tnesday  of  October.  been  austained,  it  waa  agreed  to  certify  to 

2>imdee,— ThU   presbytery  met  on   the      the  Hall  Messrs.  Otr  and  Dnndas  of  the 


21gt  July — the  Rot.  Atidrew  Carter,  mode- 
rator. Mr.  Bedpath,  of  the  London  Pret- 
hjiery,aDdMr.  Granger,  of  theFerth,  being 
present,  were  invited  to  correspond,  which 
tile;  did  accordingly.  Tiie  call  of  Vic- 
toiia  Street  congregation,  with  relative 
papers,  was  laid  on  the  table.  Mr.  Miller 
reported  that  be  had  preached  and  mode- 
rated in  a  call  in  the  Victoria  Street  con- 
gregation on  the  evening  of  the  leth  July, 
when  a  nnanimons  call  was  addressed  lo 
the  Bev.  Matthew  Oalbraiih,  Aberdeen. 
Mr.  Miller's  conduct  waa-approved.  Read 
the  petition  of  the  congregation,  which 
prayed  that  their  call  might  be  snacained 
and  proceeded  in.  Heard  the  commis- 
Bioners— Messr*.  W.  R.  M-Kel.ie,  James 
Logic,  John  W.  Jaffray,  and  Bavid  Lyon. 
It  was  agreed  nnanimoualy  to  sxiscain  the 
call.  Appointed  tlie  Ker.  Mr.  Miller  as  a 
commissi  oner,  along  with  Chose  of  the  con- 
gregation, to  prosecute  the  call  before  the 

Aberdeen  Presbytery.-   Bead  a  letter  from      „ ,   , 

Mr.  Jenkins,  M.P,,  stating  that  he  had  nnanlmonsly  snatained,  and  snhji 
bod  much  pleasure  in  presenting  the  petl-  trial  for  ordination  appointed.  Mr.  ±(ua- 
lion  of  the  presbytery  regarding  tbe  aell  Was  appointed  to  dispense  the  Lord's 
Patronage  Bill  to  the  House  of  Com-  Supper  to  the  Lirnekilns  congregatioo  on 
mona.    The  presbytery  congratulated  Mr.     the  second  Sabbath  of  September.   Agreed 


Messrs.  M'Kenzie,  Bntcbart, 
and  Chapman  of  the  third  year,  and  Mr. 
Beat  of  the  foortb  year.  Be-appolnled 
the  committee  for  the  Superintend encs  of 
students — Mr.  Connel,  convener.  It  was 
agreed  at  his  own  request  to  transfer  Mr. 
Beat,  student  of  the  fourth  year,  to  tbe 
Presbytery  of  Edinbnrgh. 

DvnferTittijie. — This  presbytery  met  on 
tbe  aist  July  —  Rev.  Mr.  Alexander, 
moderator.  Mr.  Beckett,  of  the  Presby- 
tery of  Glasgow,  being  present,  was 
invited  to  correspond.  The  clerk  laid  on 
the  table  papera  showing  the  results  of  (he 
examination  of  students  for  admission  to 
the  Divinity  Hall,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  thirty-one  had  passed  tbe  entrance 
examination.  The  admissions  for  (he  last 
six  years  he  showed  had  been  as  follows  : 
—for  IS68,  31 ;  1869,  29  ;  1870,  S4  ;  1871, 
38;  1B72,  S4;  1873,  SO.  The  calls  from 
Alloa  and  Gillespie  Chnrch,  Dnnfermllne, 
Daniel  M'Lean,   preacher,   were 


iDd  asked  bim  to  give  an  account  of  his 
iDoresaions  of  tbe   religious  condition  of 
^     Mr.  Baxter  thanked   tbe 
promised  to  accede  to  their 
appropriate    time.      Bead 


presbytery, a 
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.  meeting    of  presbyter_ 

Tuesday,  the  1st  September,  at  12  o'clock. 

SiinturffX.— This    presbytery   met    on 

4lh  August  in  the  Hail,  Queen  Street-Mr. 

B arias,    MuBselbnrgh,    moderator.      The 

of  the  committee  appointed  in 

2l> 
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Ihs  caM  of  Ihe  Canonnate  call  reported  to  induce  them  to  fo-opetate  with  oibct 

that  ihe  committee,  after   mealing   with  Noncourorniiiti  in    iheir   endeaTOors    lo 

paniev,  and  examining  into  all  the  dream-  lecnrc  the  eqaality  of  all  Churchca  before 

■tancea  of  the  caie,  did  not  find  that  there  the  law,  since  it  is  a  question  of  denoini- 

iniiicient  ground  to  varrant  them  in  National  lifeand  death,'   [In  i 


adviiirg  the   presbjter;   to  ijat   further     meeting.  'Mr.  John  Ball '  aboald  be  Mr. 

frocEdure  in  the  prosecution  of  the  call.     Jamea  Ball,  A.M.,  B.D.,  licensed.] 
1  thii  finding  the  committee  irere  nnani-         Elgin  and  Imiemett.- — This  presbjtci 


.    .    ..    The  preabjiterf  adopted  the  report,  metatNaim  on  the  11th  Anguti — Kev. 

■nd   reaoWea   to  proceed  with   the  call.  Bobert   P.   Douglas,  moderator.     There 

Kotice  of  it  waa  ordered  to  be  aent  to  Mr.  was  read  and  consideTcd  a  commanication 

Taylor,  with  an  intimation  that  hia  deci-  from  the  Home  Mission  Committee  wilh 

sion  thereon  will   be   called  for  at  next  reference  to  the  anpplemenled  congrega- 

meeting  of  preabytery.     The  preabjtar;,  tiona  in  the  preabytery.    The  clerk  inti- 

on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Duncan,  coniener  mated  tbat  be  had  receired,  since    last 

of  the  special  commiltee  on  the  aubjecr,  meeting,  from  the  Theological  Committer, 

antbortied  Dr.  Scott,  Glasgow,  to  appear  Hodge's  Syitematic  Thtology,  for  the  use 

■t  the  meeting  of  the  Waldensian  Sjrnod  of  the  presbytery  in  the  examination  of 

in  September,  and  support  the  applicalioo  aludenls.       Jt    was    agreed    to    take    iota 

ofSignor  Rari  to  be  admitted  a  member  conaideration  at  next  meeting  the  Sjnod'i 

of  that   Hynod.     Hr.    Parlane,   Tranent,  propoaala  with  reference  to  the  training 

gave  notice  of  the  following  orarture: —  of  stadeota  for  the  work  of  the  minietrr. 

'  Wbereaa   the    denominational    coheaion  Next  meeting  was  appointee!  to  take  plare 

necessary  to  the  compBctness,  proaperily,  at  Forres,  on  Tuesday  after   the  second 

and  even  existence  of  the  United  Preaby-  Sabbath  of  October. 

terian  Church  haa  of  late  been  con  aider-  Olaigovi. — A  meeting  of  this  preabyteiy 
ably  relaxed  J  whereas  the  avowed  object  was  held  on  Tuesday,  Angoat  11— Kev. 
of  tbe  Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Patronage  Mr.  Clark,  moderator.  The  clerk  read 
is  toatrengtben  theEslabliahed  Church,  by  the  following  letter,  addreased  to  Dr. 
drawing  into  ita  communion  Ihe  member*  Jeffrey,  from  Ur.  M'Donald,  M.P.,  wilh 
of  non- established  Churchea,  so  as  to  reference  to  the  Patronage  Bill : — 'HoaM 
weaken  and  destroy  onr  Church  ;  wherea*  ^  Commotu,  2tlli  July  1871. — Thonnh  an 
the  reasons  of  onr  exietence  and  confes-  English  member,  yet  a  Scotchman,  I  fully 
sion  ss  a  distinct  Church,  sach  as  the  endorse  all  yonr  circular  contains.  If, 
sufferance  of  error  without  adequate  cen-  howeter,  you  expect  the  protest  to  ba>e 
sure  and  lbs  neglect  or  relaxation  of  effect,  yon  must  take  more  energetic 
discipline,  have  increaaed  inatead  of  being  action  ;  if  you  expect  any  good  from  it, 
diminished  at  the  preaent  day,  aa  appears  yon  shontd  hack  it  np  by  calling  npan  the 
from  the  state  of  communion,  the  broad  or  Scotch  members  who  disagree  with  it  to 
Jnfldel  doctrines,  and  ritualistic  or  Popish  take  a  similar  course  as  may  be  adopted 
'—   -'    the     Established    Church  ;  in  tbe  cnte  of  the  Endowed  Schools  Bill. 


the  Voluntary  principle,  generally  — A.M'Donald.'  A  pet  ill 

ibis  Church,  has  lately  obtained  a  by  Mr.  R.  T.  Middleton,  trom  a  numtxr 

■trength  in   the  aenti-  of  persons  in  Ihe  neighbourhood  of  Nen 

menls  of  Ibe  Ooiemment,  and   baa  pro-  Kilpatrick,  praying  the  preabyterj  lo  form 

dnced  great  and  momentoua  results  in  the  them  into  a  congregation  in  connection 

diseslalillshment  of  the  Irish  and  Colonial  wilh  the  Cbnrch.    The  presbytery  agreed 

Churches,   and    the    diseslabliahmenl    of  to  take  the  nsnal  steps  in  saeb  cases.    An 

those  that  remain  is  admitted  by  all  to  be  application  was  made  on  the  part  of  the 

only   a  question  of   time :  it  is   humbly  members  ■  worshipping    at    Clyde    Bank 

overlured,  thai  while  cherishing  brotherly  Hisaion  Station,  for  approval  of  a  site  lor 

love   to   other  Christians   and  Churches,  the  cbnrch  at  Dalmnir.    The  presbyterr 

means   be   used   to   instruct   our  people,  agreed  that  the  station  he  erected  into  a 

especially  the   youngei   portion  of  them,  congregation;   but  in   consideration  that 

in  the  principles  of  our  Church,  to  counsel  the  site  had  been  objected  to  bv  neigh - 

their  adherence  to    these   principles,    to  houring   leaaiona,    recommend    thai    the 

exhon  the  members  of  city  congregation  a,  site  be  granted  if  one  more  satis  rnctDrrta 

which  draw  their  chief  supplies  from  ihe  all   parties  conld   not  be  obtained.     The 

country,  to  manifest  their  sense  of  obliga-  presbytery  agreed  to  sustain  Ihe  call  from 

tion  ami  their  denominational  attachment  the  congregation  of  Oilleapie  Church  tu 

at  thia   season   by  ympaiby  with   rural  Mr.  Matthew  Oalbraitb,  M.A.,  Abut'     - 

congregations,   and  (or   their  own    sakes  to  become  colleagae  and  successor  u 


I   by  ympaiby  with   rural  Mr.  Matthew  Oalbraitb,  M.A.,  Aherdee 

^    ^  .   and  (or   their  own    sakes  to  become  colleagae 

placing    themaelTei   and     Iheir    families  Rev.  Mr.  Borland. 
under  the  pastoial  care  of  United  Presbj-         Kinroit. — This  presbytery  mat  on 

terian  ministers  in  their  vicinity ;  flnally,  llth  Augnst~Rer.   Mr.   Anderson,   i 
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dcratoT.      A  letter  wm  Kad.  from  Mr.  from  Farkh»d  Church.  GUigov,  to  Ktr. 

Itobert   SmJtb,  preiicher,  intimating  that  Yoang  of  Littieatear.     Dr.  George  Jeffrey 

he  iiad  reee!*ed  a  call  from  the  congrega-.  and  MeMrs.  Beid  and  Mitchell  were  pre- 

lion  of  Belfast,  and  craring  delaj  in  gir-  sent  on  commiasioneri  from  Farkhead,  and 

iiig  bis  deciilon  in  regard  to  the  call  froni  Mesara.  Hood  and  Hiddell  from  Lillietlcaf. 

Kinross  (Enat).    Information  irag  receired  Keasons  of  iranslalioa  were  read,  and  a 

from  tha  Home  Committee,  that  as  the  alalemenl  from  Lilliesleaf  Chnrch  of  nn- 

Sjnod  at  iU  recent  meeting  raised   the  abated    allachmenl   to   Mr.   Tonng,   aud 

maximum  Eopplemenl  which  ma;  be  paid  earnest  vlab  that  ha  might  remain  among 

to  an }>  congregation  from  £60  to  £70,  the  them,  bnt  Icaiing  the  matter  with   con- 

FDpplement  of  £70  will  be  paid  to  Filh-  lidence  in  hia  hand.     Mr.  Yonng  declared 

mmie  during  the  nncxnlred  portion  of  the  hii  aeeeplatice  of  the  call.    Mr.  Lawson 

rnrrent  tiieanlal  period.    It  waa  agreed  lo  waa  appointed  to  preach  the  church  vacant 

call   the  attention  of  sessions  to  the  ap-  on  S4bbatb  first,  and  to  moderate  in  the 

{■ointment   bj  the   Synod   of  a  biennial  aession  during  the  Tacsncy.     Held  annual 

collection  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Minia-  conference  on  Religion,  to  which  sll  the 

lira'  Fnnd,  and  to  recommend  those  who  elders   in  the  bonnda  were  inrited,  and 

did  not  make  the  collection   during   the  someof  them,  beaidea  a  foil  representation 

|is!t  year  to  arrange   for   it  during  the  of  ordinary  members  of  conrt,  appeared, 

inrrent  year,  and  lo   command  it  lo  the  The  moderator  inlroduced  the  conference 

liberality   of  their  congregations.      Fro-  with  an   addresa   on  Chnrch   Life,  after 

deeded  to  conaider  the  recommendaliuna  which  the   menibers  entered   into  a  free 

of  the  Synod  sneni  erangeliatic  work,  and  and  lengthened  conrersation,  in  which  Dr. 

to  hold   conference  in    T^ard   to   eran-  JcSreT  took  part.     Messrs.  Lawson  and 

fteliaiic    meetings.      Rev.    Robert    Scott,  Davidson  were  appointed  lo  draw  out  a 

Ulaagow,   and  Mr.   James  Faton,  Tilli-  petition  to  Parliament  againat  the  Falron- 

canliry,   being  present,   were  invited   to  age  Bill,  and  declaring  that  only  a  mca- 

correspond,   and   took  part   in   the   con-  sure  for  complete  diaestahliahment  woald 

lideratioD   of   this    subject.     Mr.    Faton  be  satisfactory.    Mr.  Lawson  wai  elected 

intiiDBted  hia  desire  to  have  a  aeriea   of  moderator  for   the  next  twelve  months. 

meetinga  in  the  district  during  September.  The  next  meeting  of  presbytery  waa  fixed 

After   fall  consideration,  the  presbytery  for  the  last  Tuesday  of  July,  when  they 

iilupted     the    following    deliverance: —  did  meet — Mr.   Lawson,  moderator — bat 

'Tender  their  Ihanka  to  Mr.  Faton  fur  all  there  waa  no  buaincsa. 

Ihat  he  has  done  for  the  district  in    the  Neiccarllr. — This    presbytery   met  on 

piUt  hy  arranging  for  such  meetings,  and  Tuesday,  4tii  August— Bev.  J.  G.  Potter, 

fur  the  steps  which  he  has  already  taken,  Newcastle,   moderator.      Rev.  Wm.   Ney 

or  now  inlimatea  hia  deaire  to  take,  for  the  of  Bellingham  waa  appointed  to  moderate 

Iireaeot  aeason  ;  instruct  the  Evangelistic  in  a  call  at  Otierbum  on  the  l€th  inst., 

('ommittee  to  co-operate  with  Mr.  Paton  the  stipend   offered  by  the   congregation 

in  making  arrangementa  for  meetings  dur-  being  £150,  with  £7,  10a.   for  expenars. 

iiig    next    month,   to   consider   at   what  Kev.  G.   Bell  reported  on  behalf  of  the 

|>laces  meetings  should  he  held,  and  to  presbytery's  Mission  Committee,  that  they 

spply  to  the   Home  Committee   for  the  had   considered  tbe  propriety  of  chnrcli 

services  of  one  of  the  Synod's  evangelists  extenaion,   especially  in  the   dislricls  of 

during  the  month ;  recommend  ministers  Byker  and  Whitley.    After  a  long  con- 

lu  preach   beforehand  on  tbe  subject   of  vernation  on  the  subject  of  tbe  report,  the 

evangelistic  work;   and   request  sessions  committee  were  instracted  to  make  farther 

to  arrange,  so  far  as  practicable,  for  tbe  ini^uiries  regarding  Byker  and  Whitley, 

holding    of    special    prayer    meetings    to  to  ssaociate  with  tbem  the  local  brethren 

invoke  the  divine  hiessing  on  these  meet-  if  they  shall  see  cause,  and  to  report  to 

ings,andlocommunicate  with  Mr.  Ander-  next  meeting    of   presbytery.      Rev.    0. 

luu,  convener  of  the  Evangelistic  Com-  Bell  fiave  the  following  notice  of  motion  : 

mittee,  as  to  the  time  most  convenient  for  — 'That  this  preshjiery  memorialiie  thu 

meetings   in   their   districts.'    Appointed  Synod  meeting  in  Manchester  to  take  aurh 

next  meeting  to  he  held  on  the  Tuesday  steps   as  may   be   deemed   necesfary   for 

after  tbe  second  Sabbath  of  September,  at  bringing  the  question  of  Union  in  England 

eleven  o'clock.  before  the  Genera!  Synod  in  May  next, 

Sidroae.  —  This    presbytery    met     on  with  the  view  of  securing  its  accomplish- 

Tueaday,   the   2d  of   June— Mr.   Blair,  mentinl875.'    Mr.  B=ll  also  gave  notice, 

mciderstor.      Mr.   Morton,    Innerleithen,  'That  should   the   prtfshyiery  decline  to 

stated  that  be  waa  now  so  well  as  to  re-  adopt  this    resolution,    he   will   ask    the 

■nme  full  work,  and  thanked  the  brethren  presbytery  at  its   meeting  in  October  to 

far  their  aisistance    during   hia    illness,  trnnamit  a  memorial  to  the  aame  effect. 

Proceeded  with  case  of  unanimous  call  signed  by  himself  and  other  members  of 
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prefhfterr.'    Next  meetlni;  to  be  held  ob 
the  first  'i'uMdaT  of  Sv'plember. 

PaiaUji  and  Qreenorlc. — This  prashjtery 
met  >i  Oieenock,  18th  June,  on  occasion 
of  the  funeral  of  Rev.  Suthf  Hand  Sinelair, 
remored  bj  death  on   Hlh  Jnae,  i 


presbjtery  met  on  tbe  83d  June,  for  tbs 
ordination  of  Mr.  Jamei  Brown  Tbomson, 
in  Oeowe  Square,  GTeenovk.  Mr.  Gem- 
niell,  Mr.  M-Farlane,  and  Hi.  Hutchircn 
condncted  the  services. — The  presbj-tery 
met  in  Paisley  on  2l8l  Joly.  A  con- 
ference on  Home  Evangeliiation  was  held, 
in  which  the  hest  methods  of  conducting 

recommendations  agreed  to  that  seas  ions 
and  miMJon  committees  endeaiour  to 
oi^sniM«b«nd  of  visitors  in  connection 
with  each  congregation.  The  follawiiig 
students  were  certified  to  the  H«ll'.~Ut 
jeai,  Messn.  Oondie  and  Alexander;  £d 
Tear,  Mr.  Qeorge  Yonng ;  4Ih  year,  Messrs. 
Kirkwood,  M'Master,  and  Dickie. 

Siiritnp.— This  preabyterj  met  on  the 
29ih  of  June  pro  rt  Hofo—ReT.  J.  Tsic 
Oowanlock,  moderator  pro  tem.  Beceived 
the  report  of  the  moderation  in  a  call  at 
Alloa  on  the  ISth  ins).  A  call  to  Mr. 
William  Thomson,  preacher,  QIasgow,  was 
presented,  snhscribed  hy  321  members 
and  sa  tujherents,  along  with  congrejia- 
tional  petition  to  proceed  in  the  call. 
The  presbytery  enstained  the  call  and 
granted  the  petition.— Met  again  on  (be 
aSih  of  Joly— Rev.  W.  D.  MoOat,  mode- 
rator. The  Rer.  James  Stephens,  M.A.. 
Berwick,  and  Thomas  Eitk  were  invited 
to  corresponil.  Bead  a  letter  frnm  Mr. 
W.  Thomson  accepting  the  call  from 
Alloa  (West),  and  assigned  trials  for  or- 
dination to  him.  Bead  a  letter  from  the 
Rev.  Alexander  Fraser  Knox,  minister  of 
Viewfleld,  demiiting  his  charge  on  account 
of  his  health,  and  with  a  view  to  proceed 
to  Australia,  accompanied  with  a  medical 
eeriiflcate,  and  doenmenu  from  Che  ses- 
sion and  congregation  acquiescing  in  the 
demission.  The  presbytery  accepted  the 
resignation  simpUciter,  nod  at  the  Earns 
time  entered  in  their  records  an  expres- 
sion of  their  regret  that  such  a  step  should 
be  necessary;  their  desire  to  submit  in 
this  matter  to  the  will  of  the  great  Head 
of  the  Church  ;  their  admiration  of  the 
talents  and  gifts  of  their  beloved  brother, 
of  his  eminent  abliitj  and  of  his  earnest 
pietj,  of  his  unselfish  and  chivalrous  de- 
votion to  the  great  duties  of  his  sscred 
calling,  of  the  success  with  which  God 
has  blessed  his  short  ministry  in  Stirling; 
and  their  eameal  prayer  that  it  may 
please  God  to  Open  op  to  him  a  sphere  of 
usefulness  in  another  Isad,  and  to  grant 


unto  him  at  length,  through  (he  grate  oF 
our  Lord  JesDH  Chris',  the  welcome  and 
reward  promiied  to  all  His  good  and  fsiih- 
fol  servants.  Mr.  Huir  was  appomted  lo 
preach  the  church  vacant  on  Subhalb,  !il 
August.  The  presbytery  declared  that 
they  reserved  all  Mr.  Knox'e  rights  to  s 
share  in  tbe  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministeis' 
fund.  The  committee  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  draft  conititnlion  of  Dollsi 
congregation  reported  that  it  was  con- 
formable to  the  model  conatitntion.  The 
report  on  Superintendence  of  Stndenii 
waa  read,  and  the  clerk  instructed  to  fill 
up  the  schedule  with  the  nHmes  of  Messn. 
Cowan,  Arnold,  and  Ilnnler.  Mr.  Hunter 
delivered  his  sermon  on  I  Peter  iil  18, 
which  was  snstained.  Bead  &  circnlsr 
from  the  Home  Board  anent  aopplemenis 
to  Clackmannan,  Dollar,  Holoi  of  B>1- 
fron,  and  GreenloaniDg.  It  was  repontd 
that  three  Tolnmcs  of  Hodge's  Thtohgn 
bad  been  presented  to  the  presbytery. 
The  names  of  Rer.  J.  Y.  Thinie,  Olls- 
berry;  W.  Cuthbertson,  Fortadown )  and 
Alexander  Wither,  Bottoo,  were  recDm- 
mended  by  tbeir  respectire  presbyierie) 
to  the  roll  of  probaiioners.  Next  meeting 
is  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October. 


VieUyria  Street,  Dundee.  —  Malihe" 
Galhraith,  A.M.,  Aberdeen,  called. 

GiUeipie  Church,  Qlaegow.—iiKtie^ 
Galhraith,  A.M.,  Aberdeen,  called  10  Im 
colleague  to  Uev.  Mr.  Borland. 


Sedcar.  —  Mr.    John     Clark,    A.M.. 
preacher,  Aberaethy,  ordained. 
C«re<  ( Weel).—T:be  Rev.   G.  H.  Biir, 

preacher,  Glasgow,  ordained. 


Thr  Rev.  A.  F.  Knox,  ViewSeld  Cburcli, 
Stirling,  Julv  SS. 

The  Rev.  D^vid  Goodbnm,  WaterbecL, 
August  4. 


Tub  Hall  was  opened  on  Tnesdsy,  *'li 
August,  by  Professor  Harper,  who  (isie  s 
vigorous  and  learned  lecture  on  'Dag- 
msiic  Theolojiy.' 

At  ibe  outset,  the  Professor  stated  ihn 
it  f>^ll  in  course  to  another  to  give  Ibe 
opening  lecture  of  tbe  session  ;  hot  it  bad 
been  thought  titling  that,  on  account  of 
the  lameniL^d  death  of  his  colleague,  Tt. 
M'Michsel,  he  should  occupy  the  cbsitea 

Dr.  Hurper  referred,  in  touching  »"^ 
eloquent  terms,  to  Dr.  M'Michael,  speak- 
ing of  his  great  excellence  as  a  man,  I"' 
high  ability  and  great  attainments,  lud 
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AfMt  tbe  tddreat,  It  wm  intimated  tbat 
the  thres  pTDfeBaorE  woold  share  between 
them  the  dntiei  perfonned  bf  ibe  lale 
Profesior  M'Michiel,  ae  the  Theolagical 
Commiltee  bad  not  been  able  lo  fix  upon 
&  gemlemai)  lo  diacbaree  them  in  tbe 
meantime.  Some  Die  will  be  made  of  Fro- 
fesBOTM-Michaeralectnrei,MrB.M'Michacl 
having  kind);  placed  them  at  the  dlspoeal 
of  the  Theological  Cornioiitee. 

The  namber  oF  itndeDts  attendinfc  Ibe 
Hall  is  as  folloos :— Fifth  year,  SO  ;  fuurlh 
year,  32  ;  third  year,  23  ;  aecond  year,  tO  ; 
firat  jear,  83— in  aJI,  127. 

The  names  of  Bludenta  attending  the 
Uall  for  1871  are  as  follows  :— 

W^th  Ytar.—^^mes  Adam,  01aB|tow ) 
James  Aitken,  M.A.,  Cupar-Fife  ;  Wilson 
Baird,  Falkirk  ;  James  H.  Beat,  Dandee  ) 
Armstrong  Black,  Perth;  J.  T.  Burton, 
Lanark ;  George  Crawford,  Hamilton  ; 
Robert  Dick,  Edinbargh ;  James  N.  Dodda, 
M.A.,  Edinburgh;  George  K.  Heutihan, 
Copar-Fire;  JameaLandreth,  M. A.,  Edin- 
burgh ;  S.  G.  UXaren,  M.A.,  Edinburgh  { 
David  Heraon,  M.A.,  Carlisle;  Charles 
Primrose,  M.A.,  Edinbargh ;  Alexandi-r 
Itobertsan,  Edinburgh  ;  William  Steed- 
man,  Berwick ;  John  Butberland,  Glas- 
gow ;  James  D.  Taylor,  Edinburgh  ;  Juaor 
W.  Waldle,  Edinburgh ;  Tbomos  Walker, 
M.A.,  Lancashire. — iO. 

FmtTth  Tear.— James  M.  Anld,  Glas- 
gow ;  William  Baird,  Glasgow;  James 
Bayne,  Fertb  ;  James  Brown,  Glasgow; 
J.  8.  Bntcharl,  Dandee;  D.  Calderwood, 
M.A.,  Edinburgh;  Andrew  Chapman, 
M.A,,  Dundee  ;  John  F.  Dempaicr, 
Idnark ;  George  F.  Dewar,  Glasgow ; 
Matthew  Dickie,  Paislej  and  Greenock ; 
T.  S.  Dickson,  M.A.,  Annandale ;  A.  P. 
Forrest,  Glaagow;  John  Guolrj,  Oiaegowj 
J.  B.  Hastings,  M.A.,  Edinburgh  ;  David 
D.  Kidd,  CHflisle;  Thomas  Kirkwood, 
Paisley  and  Greenock  ;  James  M'Gibbon, 
Glasgow  ;  Andrew  H.  M'Gregor,  Falkirk  ; 
Kobert  M'Lean,'  M.A.,  Glaoguw ;  John 
M.  M-KeoKie,  Dundee;  H.  M'Maeter, 
M.A.,  Paisley  and  Greenock  ;  M. 
M'Murrich,  M.A.,  Glasgow  ;  Andrew 
Morrison,  Glasgow  ;  John  Parker,  Edin- 
bni«h  ;  James  Pateraon,  M.A.,  Dumfries  ; 
T.  Rutherford,  M.A.,  Aberdeen ;  Duncan 
Slllars,  Perch  ;  Joseph  Skerret,  Glasgow  ; 
Arch.  Smith,  Lanark ;  Kobert  Stewart, 
M.A.,  Newcastle;  H.  J.  T.  Turnbnll, 
Edinburgh  ;  Peter  Wilson,  M.A.,  Glaagow. 
—32. 

Third  year.— Jamea  Anderaon,  M.A., 
Edinburgh  ;  Darid  Burue,  Arbroaib ; 
James  Carswell,  Glasgow ;  James  Com- 
mon, M.A.,  Annandale ;  R  J.  B.  Cowan, 


Riuhard  Hutcfainaon,  Glaagow ;  Robert 
Laws,  M.A.,  Glasgow;  John  Lundie, 
Bdinbnrgh)  Oavin  S.  Muir,  M.A..  Edin- 
burgh \  James  E.  Nisbel,  Eilmarnock ; 
John  Urr,  M.A.,  Dundee;  James  Scotr, 
Edinburgh;  William  Taylor,  M.A.,  Glas- 
gow ;  Alexander  Watt,  Edinburgh  ;  John 
Willi:ock,  M.A.,  Lancashire;  Robert  S. 
Wilson,  Kilmarnock ;  Jamea  Woodaldt>, 
Glaagow ;  George  Young,  Psislej  |ind 
Greenock. — 23. 

Second  Year. — George  Arnold  ;  Alex. 
Borland;  John  Brown;  Walter  Brown, 
M.A.<  W.  S.Dickie{Hugh01en;  Jamts 
Gray;  Jamea  Halliday  ;  John  Jack,  M.A.; 
William  Lawrie ;  George  M-Callum ; 
Isaac  K.  M'lntyre  ;  James  Mearna  ;  I«on- 
ard  Miller;  Charles  Moyes ;  James  H. 
If  elaon,  lil.A. ;  James  Primrose,  H.A. ; 
A.  A.  Robertson  \  R.  P.  Wait ;  Thomas 
Watt.— SO. 

Firtt  Ytar.—l.  B.  Alexander;  Wil- 
liam Armstrong;  Douglas  O.  Barron; 
Arthur  Birrell ;  John  K.  Brnce ;  J.  Scolt 
Cockburn  ;  John  Cooper ;  William  W. 
Dawson  t  Matthew  Dickie;  Henry  Brys- 
d-le;  John  L.  Elder;  John  K.  Fairlie  ; 
James  Gardiner;  David  B.  Henderaoii ; 
Alexander  Hendereon  ;  John  Howetson  ; 
Robert  Inglis  ;  J.  V.  Johnatone  ;  David  H. 
Lawrence,  M.A. ;  William  Logan,  M.A.  ; 
Jnmes  LawBon ;  John  Mauchleu ;  M. 
Bruce  Meiklebam  ;  J.  P.  Mitchell,  B.Sc. ; 
Robert  Faterson  ;  William  Sdlmond  ;  John 
Scott  ;  George  Stuart  ;  George  Strang, 
M.A. ;  William  Stuart ;  W.  T.  Walker  ; 
Peter  Wilson.— 32, 

Other  students  a'tending.  —  Ephraim 
Scott,  Nova  Scotia;  Evan  Jones,  Wales; 
G.  C,  MoBsman,  English  Presbyterian 
Church  ;  M.  Kerop^  Cappadocia  ;  James 
Longo,  Waldensian  Church. 


for  the  lace  Rev. 
Snthettaod  t^inclair  was  preached  on  Sab- 
bath, 6ih  July,  by  the  Rev.  William 
France  of  Paisley,  who  delivered  an 
earnest  and  impressive  diacoarae*  from 
Hebrews,  Elh  chapter  and  90tb  verae.  In 
concluding,  he  said  the  dntj  had  devolved 
npon  him  of  eajing  a  few  thingB  concern- 
ing the  character  and  work  of  the  honoured 
servant  of  God  whohad  for  aomanj  years 
iabonred  amongst  them.  The  Rev.  Suihpr- 
land  Sinclair  waa  bom,  November  11, 
isns.  at  the  island  of  Stroma,  Orkncj. 
In  Kirkwall  he  received  his  early  educa- 
tioD,  and  was  reared  under  the  ministry  of 
the  Rev.  William  Broadfoot,  afterwards  of 
LoadoB,  and  of  bis  iiicceBioi  in  the  pas< 
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lorateoFth«  United  Aasociaie  connre^n- 
tion  of  Kiriwall,  th«  Ute  Be>.  Dr.  R. 
PacenoQ.  Under  the  foateTiog  care  of 
^ese«xcelleDi  men,  he  earlj  imbibed  the 
principle!  of  the  Seceuion  Church,  for 
which  he  cheriahed,  ao  lon^;  aa  he  lived, 
an  enlightened  and  gledfaal  altacbment. 
So  decided  was  this  attachnient,  tbiit  even 
in  earl;  life,  when  iodacements  vere  held 
out  to  h&i  to  prepare  for  tbe  ministrj  in 
the  Ealabiia bed  Church,  b;  the  prouiiee  of 
a  presentaiion  to  a  pariah,  he  courageoualj 
resiMed  Ihia  influence  Knd  Tollowed  hia 
uwq  convictiom.  He  himself,  I  haie 
been  informed,  traced  his  first  religions 
impretsians  to  the  influence  of  family 
worship.  The  parental  petitioui  for  (he 
conrersion  of  the  joung  of  the  ramil;,  in 
particular,  led  him  to  serious  considera- 
tion  of  his  state  before  God,  and  to  the 
acceptance  of  Christ  ai  bis  Saviour  and 
Lard.  Mr.  Sinclalr'a  experience  in  this 
reapect  has  been  exemptiGed  in  the  cane 
□F  man;  cbitdren  of  godlj  parenti     '      ' 


1  forn 


and  ii 


much 


!S  of  the  Pur 


IS  this  the 
tans,  that  one  of  tbi 
ster<  vaid,  tbat  within  the  range  of  bU 
observaiion,  more  conTersions  among  the 
children  of  pious  familiea  were  eifecled 
through  means  of  familir  worship  than 
through  the  public  administralioD  of  the 
word,  Wtailal  Mr.  Sinclair  was  a  lad  of 
abont  twelve  yean,  he  was  appointed 
teacher  of  a  school  of  joung  men  in  one 
of  tbe  Orknej  Isles,  and  some  of  his 
friends  remember  Ma  sajing,  that  wben  he 
saw  them  plajingat  football  his  heart  woald 
be  in  the  games,  but  he  dsred  not  join 
tliem,  for  fear  of  losing  his  influence  aa 
teacher.  Thia  anecdote  brinss  out  in 
earlj  life  a  feature  which  aironglj  marked 
liis  character  till  his  latest  day, — a  deep 
sense  of  duty,  and  the  enbordination  of 
erery  other  iDtereal  to  Ihat  of  bis  Bdelit; 
and  usefa'nesg  in  his  allotted  sphere  of 
Ubonr.  It  was  at  the  University  ofEdin- 
burKh  that  he  proaeculed  hia  curriculum 
.  in  Ar».  Thereafter  his  studies  in  theo- 
logy were  under  the  guidance  of  that 
emiaent  divine,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dick  of 
Olaagow,  Frofesaor  of  Dirinity  to  the 
United  Associate  Synod.  Some  time 
daring  the  progress  of  his  studies,  about 
the  year  1S2S,  he  entered  on  the  discharge 
of  tbe  duties  of  tutor  on  board  a  'man-of- 
war.'  How  long  he  was  thus  occupied  ia 
not  known  to  ma;  but  I  think  it  probable 
that  that  school  contributed  to  the  forma- 
lion  of  a  certain  dignity  in  his  personal 
demeanour,  and  of  reticence  in  speaking 
of  himself,  which  never  Uf^  him.  It  waa 
at  the  Divinity  Hall  that  I  made  his 
acquaintance,  and  although  he  was  three 
years  my  senior  as  a  siudent,  1  saw  enough 


of  him  to  inspire  me  with  esteem  for  his 
piety  and  seal.  Nor  waa  this  estimate 
peculiar  to  me,  as  was  evinced  by  tbe  at- 
tendance at  his  ordination  of  a  nam  her  of 
his  fellow-students,  although  the  Hall  was 
then  in  spssion.  Having  finished  hiscourse 
at  the  Divinity  Hall,  Mr.  Sinclair  was  in 
the  spring  of  1830-  licensed  to  preach  the 
gospel  by  the  United  Associate  Presby- 
tery of  Edinburgh.  During  bis  short 
career  as  a  probacioner  he  receired  twp 
calls  to  the  work  of  the  ministry — one 
from  the  congregation  of  Tillicouliry,  tbe 
other  from  ibis  congregation,  then  wor- 
shipping in  Inverkip  Sireet.  The  call  of 
the  latter  was  preferred,  and  he  was 
ordained  pastor  of  this  congregation  on 
the  1st  of  September  1S30.  In  the  early 
years  of  his  ministry  the  numbers  in  ai- 
tendance  rapidly  increased,  and  in  course 
of  time  this  commodious  piqce  of  worship 
wag  erected.  The  early  part  of  hia  miuis- 
Iry  wu  further  signalized  by  his  institoting 
a  Sabbatb  ecbool,  which  drew  to  its  exer- 
cise not  only  the  youth  of  his  own  cod- 
gregation,  but  also  many  others  belonging 
lo  various  denominations,  and  from  all 
quarters  of  the  town.  In  tbe  conduct  of 
the  school  Mr.  Biuclair  was  aided  by  a 
staff  of  teachers  who  shared  in  his 
own  euthuaiasm,  and  for  many  years, 
throDgh  their  combined  energy  and  skill, 
and  with  the  divine  blessing,  the  insii- 
tulioD  became  a  powerful  meani  of  good. 
Of  the  estimate  formed  in  Greenock  of  the 
value  of  hia  work,  Mr.  Sinclair  received, 
some  nine  or  ten  years  ago,  a  very  gratify- 
ing testimonial.  About  the  time  of  bit 
ordination,  there  began  to  be  manifested 
in    the-  United     Secession     Church    aa 

and  to  the  deepening  and  diffosing  of  this 
interest  Mr.  Sinclair  zealously  contrihulcd 
hia  quota  of  service.  In  presbytery  and 
Synod,  as  well  as  in  his  own  congregation. 
he  persistently  expounded  tbe  duly  and 
the  privilege  of  sending  the  goapel  to  the 
dark  places  of  the  earth,  whether  at  home 
or  abroad.  He  bore  hia  part,  also,  at  ilie 
side  of  men  like-minded  with  bimself,  in 
public  manifestation  of  (heir  views  and 
feelings  respecting  the  spirituality  of 
Christ's  kingdom,  and  against  civil  eccle- 
Biagtical  establishments;  in  favour  of  the 
cause  of  Sabbath  sauctification  and  of  that 
of  temperance,  in  connection  with  the 
latter  of  which  he  published  a  pamphlet, 
tbe  only  occasion  of  which  I  am  aware  on 
which  he  appeared  before  tbe  public  aa  an 
author.  In  his  attendance  on  the  duties 
of  the  higher  church  courts  he  was  faith- 
ful to  tbe  last,  he  being  in  hia  place  it 
the  meeting  of  preabytery  held  twelve 
days  before  his  death.  He  was  not,  in- 
deed, a  frequent  or  lengthy  speaker,  eitlwr 
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in  preab;r|«rj  or  Sjnod,  but  he  was  a  judi- 
cious coauaeJlur,  aod  nuirersallj  eBteemed 
■tmong  the  brethren.  What  manner  of 
man  he  waa  among  jan,  hii  long,  failbrnl, 
and  laborioua  miniatTT  atCeiEa.  Ye  are 
witnesses,  and  Ood  aUo,  how  holil/  and 
juatlf  and  nnblanieabl;  he  beharcd  him- 
self among  yaa  that  betiere,  as  je  know 
liow  he  exhorted  and  comforted  aed 
charged  everj  one  of  ;ou,  ai  a  falher  duth 
Ilia  children,  that  je  would  walk  wurlhy 
ar  Ood,  who  haCb  called  you  to  Hia  kingdom 
and  ^lorj.  Of  the  various  excellence! 
lierlaining  lo  hit  character,  one  aCoad  pro- 
minentlj  out, — bis  thorough  devotednesi 
to  bia  Ijord.  He  felt  that  he  waa  not  hia 
awn,  and  to  please  and  glorifj  hia  Master 
in  the  aalvalion  of  aonla  was  the  aim  or  hit 
life.  Of  few  men  could  it  be  laid  with 
tsrenter  truth  that  hid  whole  lifu  was  ruled 
I'jf  a  iofing  aensB  of  datj.  '  1  deaire  not,' 
ha  wrote  in  a  vs.  which  baa  come  under 
my  eve,  '  so  far  aa  I  know  my  own  heart, 
my  own  glorj  ;  I  feel  how  I  would  be  any- 
thing tbat  Chriat  may  be  glorified  ; '  and  to 
mjaeir  on  one  occasion,  when  I  saw  him 
on  a  sick- bed 'during  tbe  last  year  of  hia 
life,  and  in  reply  to  my  expression  of  tbe 
hope  that  his  sickness  was  passing  away, 
he  aaid,  '  If  the  Master  baa  more  work  for 
me  to  do,  lie  will  raise  me  up  ;  if  not.  His 
will  be  done,'  This  was  big  taabiiual  mode 
of  reeling,  not  only  on  ordinary  occaaiona, 
but  also  in  times  uf  trial,  of  sorrow,  and  of 
juy,  in  respect  of  all  of  whicii  1  hare  my- 
aeif  been  witness.  In  close  alliance  with 
•hia  deep  sense  of  bis  duty  to  God,  waa 
Ilia  high  ealimate  of  tbe  Talae  of  time. 
This  eatimate  I  find  recorded  by  himself 
iu  the  MS.  formerly  noticed.  '  Looking,' 
he  wrote,  '  to  the  fact  that  my  time  is 


^^hen  all  the  time  is  put  together  it  will  nc 
be  a  great  deal,  and  that  each  day  as  it 
passes  cannot  be  recalled. — that  I  can  only 
pass  through  it  once,  I  desire  to  keep  an 
account    of  it,  that   I   may   kn  '    ' 


i  of  il 


L   He 


Xiord,  enable  me  to  be  faithful,  and 
at  the  end  of  every  day,  ''I  have  been 
about  my  Father's  business."  '  These  ex- 
tracts reveal  lo  ua  the  spring  of  his  Hciiviiy, 
and  the  motives  to  bis  unwearied  laboura 


in   the  service  of  his  Lord   and   for  the 

salvation  of  sunt*.  Hia  labonrs  were  indeed 
abundant  above  those  of  many,  and  they 
were  such  as  few  constitutions  could  bave 
iDstaiued  ao  long.  Even  hia  iron  conatitn- 
tion  failed  al  length.  Early  in  the  winter 
of  IBT3-T3  he  waa  ao  affected  with  cold  that 
steps  began  to  be  taken  with  a  view  to  the 
aettlement  of  a  colleague  in  tbe  paatorate. 
The  necessary  arrangements  having  been 
completed, — arrangements  alike  creditable 
to  the  congregation  and  comforting  to  Mr. 
Sinclair, — application  waa  made  last  spritig 
to  the  presbytery  for  a  moderation  in  a 
call,  which  waa  unanimonaly  granted,  and 
reanlted  in  tbo  settlement  on  Tuesday  last 
of  my  eateemed  young  brother,  the  Rev. 
James  B.  Tbomaon,  as  paalor  of  the  con- 
gregation. To  thia  settlement  Mr.  Sinclair 
had  been  looking  forward  with  deep  and 
affectionate  interest,  expecting  to  take  part 
in  the  proceedings  of  tbe  day,  and  even  to 
preside  at  the  oi^ination  dinner.  On  the 
afternoon  of  Sabbath,  tbe  Tth  of  June,  he 
administered  in  the  church  the  ordinance 
of  baptism;  but  daring  the  succeeding 
dsya  of  the  week  for  the  most  part  kept 
hia  bed,  by  reason  of  what  seemed  a  slight 
indisposition.  No  symptoma  appeared 
which  led  him  to  conclude  that  death  waa 
near,  or  to  give  up  the  hope  of  taking  part 
at  tbe  ordination  un  ibe  23d.  But  on  the 
evening  of  Sabbath,  the  Ulb,  his  bell  waa 
nnexpectedly  rung  ;  on  this  signal  one  of 
his  song  instantly  repaired  to  bis  room,  and 
fonnd  him  in  the  article  of  death.  The 
close  soon  came.  '  Blessed  are  the  dead 
which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth: 
yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  tbat  tbey  may  rest 
from  their  laboura,  and  their  works  do 
follow  them.'  The  proximate  cause  of 
death  was  disease  of  the  heart,  accom- 
panied with  wBtcr  in  tbe  cheat.  It  took 
place  in  the  72d  year  of  hia  age  and  44th 
of  hia  miniatry.  I  cannot  doubt  that  death 
to  him  baa  been  great  gain.  For  you  it 
remains  to  improve  the  ministry  that  is 
post  as  well  as  that  under  wbich  yon  are 
entering,  for  he  being  dead  yet  speaketb.  ■ 
Oh  i  remember  him  who  has  bad  tbe  ruta 
over  you,  who  spoke  unto  you  the  word 
of  God,  whose  faith  follow,  considering  the 
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CLaaK'aFoRHaiiTHKO[.oeicAi.LiBiiJBT.  nearly  all 

Kkil    oh    JaBBMIJtH    ASD    Lahehta-  learning  c: 

noKS.     Vol.  ii.  upon  him, 

EdlDburgta ;  T.  A  T.  Clark.    18;4.  ivenesa. 

No  one  will  refuae  to  Keil  tbe  praise  of  come  out 

eMsfal  grammatical  analysis ;  bat  thi«  is  lecond  Tolnme 


;an  aaj  in  his  favour.  Hia 
lol  sit  lightly  or  gracefully 
he  greatly  fails  in  suggesl- 
defecta  in  these  respeeta 
more  prominently  in  tbia 
1  Jeremiah  than  in  the 
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firtt,  To  a  eomnieiitator  who  cui  read 
hiatory  in  the  liftht  of  the  preient  daj, 
mach  of  the  closing  part  of  Jeremiah'* 
prophecT  would  affoid  ample  material  for 
practical  and  impreislie  leachiae-  It 
might  be  (appoeed  that  lach  romantic 
epiaodea  aa  the  bamin);  of  tbe  pnipbet't 
roll,  the  deliverance  of  Jeremiah  from  tbe 
pit  bj  Ebed<melech  the  Ethiopian,  tbe  for- 
innei  nf  the  ilase  oF  Jerusalem,  and  the 
tragic  historiea  of  Zedekiah,  Gedaliah,  and 
Jcmae),  mnild  kindle  at  least  a  spark  of 
eatbnsiaara  in  the  most  prosaic  mind  g 
but  Keil  moTee  on  untouched,  and  will 
not  be  turned  aiide  from  hii  grammatical 
path  b;  anj  amount  of  tender  inddenl  in 
Ibe  stoTj  he  is  exponnding. 

Keil  is  a  hewer  of  wood  for  tbe  sane- 
tnarj,  rather  than  a  drawer  of  water. 
Would  that  Deliiucb  had  commented  on 
that  moat  pathetic  aeries  of  elegies  form- 
ing the  book  of  Lamentations  t  Keil 
righll;  Bsaigna  the  aatborship  to  Jeie- 
miab,  but  is  engaged  more  with  the  curi- 
ous alphabetic  arrangement  than  with  tbe 
■Jeep  human  emotion  that  throbs  in  eiery 
line.  Tbere  are  not  surely  wanting  Ger- 
man txegeUa  irith  souls,  whose  works 
might  give  heat  as  well  as  light. 


Ret.  JoBjr  Cuiouho,  D.U. 

LondDD  :  Kadf  A  EndeeliB. 
1)k.  CnmiifG,  in  hia  preface,  sajs,  'The 
Bentiments  expressed  and  printed  in  tbia 
little  work  occnrxed  to  the  writer  while  be 
atood  on  the  kerb-stone  of  the  pavement, 
under  tbe  descending  snow-flakes,  on 
Thursday,  March  13.'  it  might  be  thoagbt 
the  writer's  position  wai  tbe  reverse  of 
favourable  to  thoughla  propbetic  and 
poetic — 'on  a  kerb-atone  under  descend- 
ing snow-flakes  t'  But  nolbing  can  damp 
the  ardoDr  of  genius,  which  is  said  to  be 
eternally  yoang;  and  su  Dr.  Cumming 
writes  with  all  the  fervour  of  yonib,  and 
tbe  raplnre  of  •  prophet.  We  had 
iinsgined  that  he  would  have  seen  only 
aigna  of  the  beaat  in  tbe  Greek  Church, 
and  regarded  our  closer  allisiice  with  it 
as  one  of  [be  evils  of  the  times  ;  but  no— 
ihe  Oreek  Church  is  nearli/  all  that  it 
should  be;  and  he  claapa  ii  to  hia  boaom, 
and  in  Ibe  viaca  of  the  future  discerns  in 
this  alliance  the  doom  of  Anlicbriat,  and 
thetrnthof hispropbeticexe^esis/  Beallj, 
Dr.  Cumniingl 

Tbb  Dat  or  Best. 

Ateundn  Slrahu :  Puemoitvr  Row. 

This  publication  Is  remarkable  alike  for 


■toriea  and  general  paper*  are  all  of  a 
healthy  and  improving  a«  well  aa  inte- 
resting kind  1  and  well  would  it  be  if  audi 
a  periodical  were  to  take  tbe  place  on 
Sabbath  of  the  innamerable  papers  thai 
flood  the  land,  and  carry  into  what  mighi 
be  bappr,  boly  homes,  destruction  sad 
dealb.  It  ia  worthy  of  more  than  even 
the  great  sncceas  that  Jt  baa  met. 

pHlViTB    DbVOTIOBB     FOR    GlKLB  ;    with 

Manims  and  liuies  of  Conduct  at  Home 
and  at  School.  With  Su^estiona  foi 
an  Englisb  Education.  Bf  a  Fathex. 
London :  Isrljr  A  EDdecbn.  UI4. 
This  little  book  is  one  which  we  can 
cordially  commend  as  being  devout  aod 
judicious  in  its  spirit  and  precepts.  It 
those  for  whom  it  ia  specially  intended 
can  be  induoed  to  give  good  heed  unto  it, 
it  may  be  of  great  service  to  them.  Per- 
haps it  may  be  objected  that  atlendiaj 
carefully  to  these  maxims  will  make  a 
person  formal  and  nnnalaral,  but  SDcb 
will  be  tbe  case  only  if  the  letter  is  more 
regarded  than  the  spinL  Thns  it  counsels 
— 'to  shun  alt  canting  expreaaions  and 
affected  aeriOQSness  ;  wboever  ia  sincerel; 
piuna  muat  be  bumble ;  a  good  ezample 
U  far  more  efleclive  than  much  preachini.' 
And  thus  it  aima  at  making  our  youvt 
fulks  not  goody,  but  good,^not  prim 
little  Fbatiseea,  the  typical  Chri>iisn 
girl  of  the  modem  novel, — but  joyoDt, 
loving,  and  loveable  human  creatures. 

Tbk  CmtisTUH  Tk&b.    lUustnled. 

London ;  Cuaela,  Fettai,  A  Galpln,  1871. 
Tbb  author  of  The  Cirittian  Ytar  his 
perhaps  done  much  to  help  the  teudcDcr 
of  things  Homeward,  but  be  has  img 
sweetly  on  many  occasions,  and,  on  ite 
wings  of  genius  and  piety,  baa  rifen 
iupcrioT  to  mere  parly,  and  left  ns  hjmnB 
which  are  tbe  delight  of  tbe  nnirer»i 
Cbnrcb.  These  hymns  are  beaulifall; 
printed  and  illustrated  by  a  firm  whose 
fume  for  excellence  in  this  department  is 
great  and  well  deterred. 

iMPRisaiTB  Imfkbbbhoiii  ;   or,  Eicetpli 
from  Manuscripts  written  at  interruls 
during  the  last  Fifty  Teare.     Bj  Bit. 
Tbomab  Adamb,  Kirriemuir. 
EdlDburgfa :  The  Pubilflbtng  Coippwijr.    1S7I. 
Wbbn  we  looked  at  tbe  title  of  this  book, 
we  imagined   that  it  purported  to  be  i 
record  of  events,  or  sayings,  or  sermool, 
that  had  produced  deep  and  effective  im- 
pressions, and  led  to  noteworthy  acliiw. 
We  find,  however,  that  they  are  eiincti 
from    discourses    given    by   Mr.   AdiiDS 
during  a  ministry  of  fifty  years;  and  ihe 
volume  commemotatei  an  ordinatiDn  day 
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■t  Peebles — March    10,    I'SSS — fiftj<one 

Sirs  ago,  when  there  were  preteat  the 
T.Dr.  Bnlmer,  Befwick-on-Tireed;  the 
Ber.  Dr.  John  Brown  of  Edinburgh  ;  the 
KcT.  Dr.  Beattie  of  Olasgow;  the  Rev. 
Dr.  ThoDiBi  Brown,  Dalkeilh  ;  the  Rev. 
Ur.  Nicol,  Jedbnrgh[  and  the  Bev. 
Vinsn.  Lamb  of  Paisley,  CntbbenBon  of 
Leiih,  Elliot  of  Ford,  M'Ewen  of  How- 
gaie,  and  Stalker  of  Peebles — led  dceunt 
oBMies--all  gone.  How  solemn  the  refer- 
CDce!  We  could  have  wUhed  that  Mr. 
AdaiDB  bad  giren  as  some  reminiscences 
of  ibese  minigitera,  all  admirable  and  some 
of  them  eminent.  Doubtless  he  could 
have  told  us  some  things  of  them  that  we 
VTDsId  glsdl;  know. 

The  discoursea  of  which  the  volnme  is 
composed  range  over  a  great  varietj  of 
SDbjeclB,  and  among  other  merits  possess 


pretses  himself  in  hie  own  way.  That 
»a;  is  lomewhat  peculiar,  and  rather 
piquant.  This  gives  a  certain  sest  to  hie 
writings,  and  makes  tbejr  perasal  inte- 
resting aa  well  as  profitable. 

Thc  Life  ov  Jbbdb  Crribt.  Arranged 
from  the  Fonr  Goapels  into  Una  Con> 
st'cniive    Narrative,   with    Notes.     Bj 

BeV.  T.  BOBTAEJ  JOHKBIOK, 

Londan :  Jamas  NlsDet  ft  Co.  tS74. 
Wb  have  bad  manj  lives  of  Cbriet  in 
recent  jeaie—  some  of  ihem  vcr;  startling. 
Ur.  Johnston,  however,  confines  himself 
>o  a  record  of  the  life  in  tbe  words  of 
Scripture  ;  and  as  this  is  done  with 
esre  and  skill,  the  reading  of  it  is  of 
iiBtlf  highly  instructive.  There  is  pre- 
fixed a  map  of  Palestine,  and  there  are 
prefatory  notes  giving  a  brief  sketch  of 
itie  evangelists,  and  their  special  purpose 
is  the  Gospels  which  they  nrote.  It  is 
therefore  a  kind  of  book  that  will  prove 
very  serviceable  in  the  teaching  of  Bible 
clsEses.  Its  careful  study  would  enable 
Ihem  the  better  to  understand  that  life 
wbicli  is  high  above  all  others,  as  the 
heavens  are  above  the  earth,  and  which 
indeed  is  the  light  and  hope  of  men. 

A  PoPinulB     CoHMENTARr    OK   THE    KbW 

TsBT^MKNT.      By  D.  Whbddsn,  D.D., 

of  the  American  Episcopal  Methodist 
Church.  The  Gospels  :  1. — Matthew, 
M»ck. 

LODdon:  Hodder  A  SoDglitoD.  IBM 
^iB  commentary  is  meant  for  popniar 
UK,  and  therefore  all  unnecessary  parade 
of  learning  is  avoided.  Bnl  the  author 
"idcnlly  is  well  acquainted  with  tho-lan- 
gusge  Bud  literature  of  the  subject,  and 
hii  explanatory  remarka  are  made  la  such 


■  clear,  concise,  and  judidov*  manner,  a> 
to  make  (hem  both  very  inleresiing  and 

intelligible.  The  volume  is  beaulifDllj 
got  up,  and  in  a  very  convenient  form, 
and  may  be  cordially  commended  as  being 
inirinsically     e;tcel!eal     and    externally 


God's  owv  TKBimuKr  to  Prater.    The 
Prayers  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  the 
Answers  thereto,  with  Short  Practical 
Notes.     By  JuLiBB  Wooii,  D.D.,  Free 
CbQich  of  Scotland,  Dumfries. 
Edinborgh :  Uieliren  A  Humven.    1871. 
In  the  present  day,  among  the  many  re- 
ligious  {aiijeciB   that    are   being    widely 
criticised,  and  in  reference  (o  which  strange 
concloeions  are  come,  Is  that  of  prayer. 
By  many  prayer  is  regarded  as  altogether 
useless,  as  it  involves  a  violation  of   the 
laws  of  the  universe,    from  these  gloomy 
deductions  the  Christian  turns  to  the  sure 
word  of  prophecy,  and  asks,  '  What  saith 
the  Lord  ? ' 

In  the  volume  before  us,  Dr.  Wood  not 
only  shows  what  is   God's  will,  but  also 


I  His  workini 


[irayer,  and,  by  many  eiamplea  quoted  at 
ength,  both  from  thc  Old  and  New  Tesla- 
meni,  of  answered  prayer,  proves  that 
God  is  the  hearer  and  answerer  of  prayer. 
After  this  precious  record,  Dr.  Wood 
Ba^G :  '  Such  is    God's   own  testimony  lo 

Erayer.  By  the  spirit  of  inspiration.  He 
as  provided  that  many  prayers,  and  His 


0  then 


orded  ii 


the  Scriptures  of  trulb,  to  testify  t< 
men  that  the  eternal  God  is  a  prayer- 
hearing  and  prayer-answering  God  ;  that 
prayer,  though  a  great  mystery,  is  a  great 
fact  and  a  great  power;  and  so  to  leach 
and  encourage  ns  to  believe  in  prayer, 
and  regard  it  as  a  great  duty  and  a  fireat 
privilege.'  The  volume  is  well  'fitted  to 
comfort  the  believer,  and  to  be  a  com- 
panion for  his  private  hours ;  and  it  may 
very  profitably  be  used  as  a  text-book  fur 
prayer- meetings,  its  striking  examples 
BtTording  a  glorious  theme  for  devout 
meditation  and  discourse. 

Waihidb   Wellh,   or  Thouohts   from 

Dlll<FD»I.E.        By   AI.EXAKDKB   LaUONT. 

Landoa:  Hodder & Stooghlon.  IS14. 
We  can  conceive  a  man  of  hard  intellect 
and  vigorous  health  tossing  this  book 
quite  contemptuously  away,  and  saying, 
'  Pooh,  pooh  1  sentimenlalism,  sheer  senti- 
menlalism  t  But  he  would,  as  such  men 
nncoDBCionsly  and  unconfessingly  oftrn 
arc,  be  mistaken.  The  vein  which  the 
writer  pursues  is  indeed  a  pensive  one,  and 
there  is  more  of  feeling  than  of  thought. 
This  Is  a  kind  of  writing  which  H  is  diffl- 


KOTICE3  OF  NEW  PUBLICATIOXa. 


[Cslud  riHb,  Kw. 


enlt  to  keep  from  hUing  ioto  Mnlimtn- 
Mlity,  but  oar  ■ochor  bM  OTcrcame  this 
difflcullj  woDClerruUj.  The  ihort  papcrB 
■re  ver/  pleuiog,  asd  tell  of  ■  cuhured 
.mind  and  a  kiadly  beait.  There  are 
moodi  in  which  they  majr  be  found  epeci- 
■llj  enjojsble;  and  one  cannol  riio  from 
their  appreciative  periual,  withoal  being, 
if  not  a  iriaer,  at  least  a  kindlier  man. 


The  SrawiRDSHir  or  Lite,  ok  Stddiks 

OK  TH«  Tabable  of  ihb  Talbhts.    By 

KeT.  Jaub  Stiblibo,  Miniiter  of  Ciiy 

Uoad  Cangregational  Church,  London. 

Londim:  HoddcrASiouKhton.    IBlt. 

Mb.  Stiblihg  tella  na  in  hia  preface,  that 

'  the   tbinkeri   of   tbe   fulnre,   with   pro- 

fnander   and  finer  iniight,   will   set   tbe 

parable*  in  their  trae  place  aa  the  vital 

urgani  of  a  Divine  theology.'    We  cannot 

IB}',  howeTcr,  that  bia  moda  of  treating  tbe 

parable  of  the  talents  meeia  oar  viewa  of 

what  ia  delirable  in  an  exposition  of  any 

part  of  Scriplnre.     We  find  no  attempt 

made  firat  to  aacertain  tbe  meaning  of  the 

parable  at  a  vhole,  and   in   ita   sereral 

iiaru,  and  then  to  illnatrale  it  and  apply 
t.  Thus,  in  cbap.  3,  which  treats  of 
Ifae  worda,  'And  unto  one  he  save  fiTe 
talents,'  etc.  etc.,  and  is  entitled  '  Tbe  apiri- 
taal  ahaped  by  the  natnral,'  we  have  a 
general  diaquisilion,  which  in  no  way  spe- 
ctallf  eipiacates  the  meaning  of  the  text. 
Tbe  mode  of  treatment  ia  ambitioas,  and 
the  style  lends  to  tbe  inflated.  But  bar- 
ing said  this  by  way  of  what  we  think 
just  criticism  on  the  unfavourable  aide,  no 
must  allow  that  our  author  is  not  a  cnm- 
monplace  man.  He  is  a  fresh  and  vijior- 
oas  thinker,  and  expresses  himself  forcibly 
and  eloquently  ;  and  while,  perhaps,  some 
may  be  inclined  to  think  be  baa  not  con- 
fined himself  very  strictly  to  his  subject, 
but  circled  ralbcr  freely  round  it,  and 
gone  often  not  a  little  far  from  ii,  they 
will  confess  that  he  has  presented  to  them 
thonghtaworlbnoting.andgivenaslimutoa 
to  their  own.  As  a  specimen  of  'Mr, 
Stirling's  manner,  we  quote  tbe  following  : 
*  When  Cbrist  comes,  a  soul  beats  in 
thought,  tbe  world  ihraba  and  heaves  with 
life-energies,  and  the  hnman  spirit  lives 
and  buds,  for  behind  it  are  the  life  and 
heat  of  essence.  The  living  truth  throws 
down  dream  and  speculative  frost-work, 
and  the  human  apirit  feela  within  it  a  pre- 
sence, a  light  of  being.  The  soul  bad  aat 
by  the  wayside,  holding  out  empty  handa 
to  all  cbe  paising  ajistenis,  till  Christ 
came;  tben  came  sight  and  second  birlb  ; 
the  talents  fell  into  the  bankrupt  pslma.' 
Thas  it  will  be  seen  that  our  author  is  a 
man  of  power,  bat  also  that  there  ia  a 
want  of  simplicity  in  its  working.    And 


this  is  hartfnl,  as  taking  away  from  Ihe 
reeling  of  reality,  which,  in  treating  Uivins 
things,  it  is  su  detirable  to  produee  and 
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Speculation.  By  Williav  Beid  (now 
D.D.),  Lothian  Koad  United  Preabi- 
terlan  Church,  Edinburgh.  Post  8ro, 
pp.  413. 

Edinbursbi  W.  Ollphint  ft  Co.  18T1. 
This  volume  is  a  respectable  contribution 
to  onr  theological  literature,  and  we  re- 
gret that  circumstances  have  BO  long  pre- 
vented us  from  introducing  it  to  the  notice 
of  oar  readers.  Tbe  subject  of  which  it 
treats  is  of  momentous  importance ;  and 
no  one  can  take  the  view  of  it  which  is 
bera  maintained  without  being  awfully 
impressed — in  fact,  utterly  appalled.  He 
ia  not  to  be  envied  who  can  unmoved  re- 
flect on  the  eternal  misery  of  one,  or,  still 
more,  of  a  vast  multitude,  of  bis  fellow- 
men.  This  conaideration,  we  believe,  in- 
daces  many  to  turn  their  tboaghts  away 
from  the  anbjecc,  and  leave  the  question 
unaetlled.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  also, 
that  it  has  mainly  contributed  to  lead 
many  to  abacdon  the  views  once  almost 
universally  held  among  the  orthodox,  and 
adopt  a  milder  theory  respecting  the  final 
destiny  of  the  unsaved,  'f  be  title  of  tbe 
book  seems  to  ioiply  that  the  doctrine  of 
everlasting  punisbment  and  modern  specn- 
lation  are  antagonistic  to  one  another;  and 
that  is  doubtless  true. 

The  idea  that  those  who  died  in  a  state 
of  impenitence  and  alienation  from  God 
were  to  be  pnnished  for  only  a  limited 

Eeriod,  was,  till  lately,  for  the  most  pan 
Bsed  on  the  argument  that  their  sin  not 
being  inflnite,  they  must,  sooner  or  later, 
bare  endured  an  adeqoate  penalty ;  and 
that,  viewing  their  sufferings  as  intended 
to  operate  as  salutary  chastisement,  the 
reformation  of  their  character  would  ba 
the  result,  and  that,  after  all  this,  they 
would  be  received  into  blessedness.  Those 
holding  that  scheme  were  called  Reatora- 
linuisiB ;  and  some,  who  went  the  length 
of  denying  future  punishment  altogether, 
have  been  styled  Universalis ts.  B(>th 
classes,  we  believe,  have  their  representa- 
tives in  our  day.  But  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  many  who  rank  as  evangelical,  and 
are  in  the  main  sound  in  the  failb,  have, 
under  the  name  of  Annihilationista,  aban- 
doned tbe  view  sanctioned  by  onr  vener- 
able Btandarda,  and  adopted  such  a  notion 
as  (his:— The  wicked  will  be  subjected 
after  death  to  punishment  of  due  severity 
and  daration;  but  that  will  have  the  effect 
of  wasting,  and  at  length  completely  ex- 
hauatiog  tneir  eonstitntion,  and  annibila* 
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tion  will  thni  be  Ihe  nliimata  result.  TliI* 
tliejr  canaider  10  be  eLern&l  dealb — srer- 
lusting  debtructioa  from  the  prsaeace  of 
the  I^rd.  Uanj  of  theae — ftpd  ihej  ve 
reallj  Terf  manj' — prefer,  we  belieTe,  to 
be  called  'The  ETerluiiDg-lire-iD-Cliriit 
partf,'  as  tbef  bold  that  onlj  the  re- 
deemed hare  a  trae  »nd  proper  immoT- 
talit}',  while  the  lost  bare  but  a  limiied 
period  of  existence. 

Our  author  grapplei  boldlj  and  Tigor- 
onslj  wiih  all  the  clatiei  of  opponenii  of 
itrict  and  proper  eternd  puniahment. 
He  Dsea  a  multilBdc  of  arguments,  drawn 
(tova  a  vsrietr  a[  tourcM,  and  makei  Tari- 
one  kinds  or  replie*  lo  ohjeciioni.  Bjc 
hia  sheet- anchor  is,  that  Script ofe  ii 
clearly  on  hia  aide,  while  thoas  opposed 
10  him  have  to  rel;  to  a  great  extent  on 
emotional  con aiderai ions,  which  he  holds 
to  be  precarious  and  oncertain.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  intuitions  and  moral 
convictioni  are  of  prime  importance.  But 
if  an/  one  affirm  that  bis  menial  consti- 
tntion  absolulel;  forbids  bim  to  believe 
what  Scripture,  rightlj  interpreted,  posi- 
tivel;  teaches,  then  the  one  or  the  other 
mast  flWe  waj,  and'  the  question  comes 
uliimatelr  just  to  be,  la  the  Bible  the 
wurd  of  God,  and  of  supreme  anthoiilj  ? 
That  is  the  real  and  final  solution  of  tnany 
of  the  questions  of  the  daj. 

It  is  true  that,  when  an  appeal  of  this 
kind  is  made,  it  mnst  always  be  to  Scrip- 
ture Tightly  interpreted.  But  that  opens 
up  a  wide  scope.  For  example,  the  late 
Professor  Maurice,  when  reminded  of  the 
worda 'ererlasling'  and  'elemal,'  in  the 
end  of  the  asth  chapter  of  Matthew,  and 
at  the  close  of  Komans  vi.,  admitted,  of 
course,  ibat  in  the  original  the  same  term 
waa  used  in  all  these  cases.  Bat  he  held 
that  that  term  is  not  a  '  lime -word,' 
does  not  refer  to  duration,  bnt 'suggests 
fixedness  and  completeness.'  And  when 
it  waa  argued,  that  if  the  word  did  not  in- 
limate  the  eternal  pooishinfnl  of  the 
wicked,  neither  did  it  guarantee  the  eter- 
nal felicitj  of  the  riifhteous,  he  replied 
ibat  he  did  not  regard  the  latter  class  aa 
holding  their  blessedness  'in  fee,'  but  as 
depending  for  it  on  the  benignity  and 
Other  atiribntes  of  God's  nalnre.  The 
qaestion  here,  we  think,  is.  Whether  the 
Tiew  he  took  of  ihe  original   word    be 
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n  such  a  notice  as  this  would  he  pre- 

Eosterous.  We  very  cordially  recommend, 
owerer,  Ihe  really  elaborate  and  learned 
ireatiae  before  as.  All  readers  ma;r  not 
be  broaght  to  adopt  Ihe  author's  views ; 
but  student*  who  undertake  the  earne«l 


perusal  of  his  book  will  find  their  labour 
well  bestowed  and  amply  rewarded.  It  is 
a  production  of  great  reading  and  research. 
We  do  not  know,  indeed,  any  volume  of 
so  moderate  extent  in  which  the  views  of 
the  best  writers,  and  recent  writers,  on 
both  aides  are  so  fully  and  fairly  set  forth. 

An  Odtlinb  Stoiit  or  Man  ;  oa,  raw 
BoDTaND  MindihOhbStbtbm.  With 
illustrative  Diagrams,  and  a  meihod  for 
blackboard  leaching.  By  Mask  Hur- 
BiBs,  D,D.,  LL.D. 

London:  HodderAStoaititiHi.'lsn. 
Db.  HoPKlsa  savs:  'I  believe  in  no  trans* 
cendenlal  metaphjaics  which  are  not  cap- 
able of  being  cummunicated  in  good 
English,  and  of  being  understood  by  any 
man  of  good  commbn  sense.' 

This  sentence  at  once  sets  forth  Ihe 
strength  and  weakness  of  Dr.  Hopkins, 
He  writes  clearly  and  vigoroasly,  and  lie 
writes  as  a  man  who  knows  ail  about  the 
subject  and  can  make  it  very  plain.  And 
it  must  be  confesaed  that  much  informa- 
tion concerning  men's  physical  and 
spiritual  nature  is  given  in  a  condensed 
form  and  an  interesting  manner.  Wa 
note  several  points  in  reference  to  which 
we  differ  from  him, — such  as  bis  idea  of 
cons  cio  nan  ess,  the  relativity  of  knowledge, 
etc., — hut  we  cannot  enter  at  length  on  lbs 
discussion  in  which  this  would  involve  na. 
Dr.  Hopkins  having  traced  man's  nature 
Dp  from  ila  lowest  form,  and  iu  its  vari- 
ous ramifications,  rightly  concludes  that 
worship  is  the  noblest  act  in  which  man 
can  engage,  and  that  which  most  fnlly 
exercises  and  highly  elevates  all  his  facul- 
ties :  '  It  presupposes  the  inielleci,  and 
the  recognition  by  that  of  the  being  of  . 
Ood  and  of  Hla  perfections,  ao  manifested 
as  to  be  worthy  of  praise.  It  presupposes 
the  senaibility,  and  that  it  awakes  to  every 
manifestation  of  the  divine  perfections. 
The  expression  of  praise  is  indeed  a  mani- 
festation of  the  sensibility  itself  in  an 
exalted  state.  It  presupposes  also  the 
will,  and  that,  too,  in  joyful  submission. 
Without  the  submission  of  the  will,  there 
may  be  external  acta  of  homage  through 
interest  or  fear,  but  there  can  be  no  tmo 
worship.  ...  It  is  Ihe  complete  and  full 
expression  of  out  proper  humanity  carried 
np  to  its  highest  point.' 

These  lectures  may  be  read  with  prollt 
by  the  youthful  student,  and  may  have 
an  interest  also  for  thoae   '  men  of  good 

metaphysical    speculallon.       But    human 

thing  to  be  fully  outlined  on  the  Urgeai 
blackboard,  or  completely  discnssed  iu 
any  course  of  lectuies. 
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BoKy  Aaun ;  ob,  tbb  Sodl'b  RrmwAL.  The  sennoni  are  not  charkcteriied  bj  an; 

Bf  AvsTEH  fBBLra,  D.D.  great  graip  orvigoar  of  miad,  but  tbejarc 

London :  HMdBr  A  StiiDHlitan.    1ST).  aensible,    Bcriptnral,    and    tinctaoiiB;    and 

■Wb  do  not  think  Dr.  Phelps  Tory  happj  oecasionallj  Iib  deals  ia  ■  waj  with  special 

oouet  of  his  Toloma,  Thus  he  says:  'It  the  dais  to  which  he  belongs  were  to 
wa«  an  exaggeration,  yet  one  which  con-  imitate.  Thus,  in  the  aermon  on  the 
tained  more  of  truth  than  of  hyperbole,  in  text,  '  Owe  no  man  anything,'  he  very 
iBhioh  a  late  writer  affirmed  that  the  moat  joaily  says,  that  ihere  are  men  who,  while 
charecteriilic  thing  this  world  has  to  show  proFeasing  to  be  Chrielians,  yet  ne»ei 
to  otber  world*  is  a  scaffold  on  the  morn-  recognise  Christian  doty  in  cert^n  depart- 
ing after  an  execution.  It  U  true  that  to  menia  oflifB;  aome  exoiade  religion  from 
a  holy  mind  the  diatinclive  idea  in  tbecon-  politics,  others  from  boaineas,  and  yet  they 
dition  of  this  world  la  that  of  guilt.'  This  profess  to  be  religious  men.  This  aorl  of 
BOmewhat  sensational  statement  is  made  preaching  ii  excellent,  and  greatly  needed. 

in  tha  chapter  entitled  Ctmveriiim,     Now  

althongh  in  conrersion  gnilt  ia  forgiven, 
yet  pardon  may  be  extended  in  cases  in 

which  no  change  of  state  is  made.     In  uuiuvju  Hjiuui«i-».    koi»^ 

treating  of  conversion,  therefore,  it  would  The  design  uf  the  writer  of  thia  book  is  to 

have  been  better  to  have  considered  the  illustrate  the  prevalence  and  expose  the 

origin  of  onr  gailt  before  speaking  of  the  sinfulness  of  'glorying   in    appeBrsncei.' 

guilt  itaelf.      On   the  whole,   we   are   of  It  is  one  of  the  most  pernicious  vices  of  the 

opinion,  Ihat  while  the  teaching  of  the  day,  and  the  source  of  many.     His  text  is 

book  is  in  the  main    acriplnral,  ret  It  ia  the  incident   of  a  soldier   bowing  to  an 

wanting  in   a   rightly  sympathetic  apirit.  officer  in  nniform,  but  neglecting  to  do  so 

The  style  is  aome  what  turgid,  and  ezpres-  when  the  uniform  waylaid  aaide.   Not  only 

siona   are  used  which    good  ta^te   must  the  ains  of  society,  but  of  the  Chnrch  in  its 

condemn.  Bomanizing  tendencies,  are  exposed ;  and 

thoneh  the  aalhor  ia  evidently  aomewliat 

Thb  Epistli  of  the  Apostle  Paui.  to  eccentric,  he  aets  forth,  often  forcibly,  tie 

THB  RouiNB.    A  New  Translation,  with  """<=''  "P'  ">  ^'  forgotten  truth,  that  ilie 

Notes.      By   John  H.  Godww,   Hon.  "»»"•  *•  more  than  hia  surtonndings. 

Professor,  New  College,  Loudon.  

London :  Hodder  A  Stoaghton.    lB7ii.  THE  LlFB  4KJ)  Labocbs  of  tbb  AposltF 

Mr.  Godwin  says,  'The  writer  (of  these  ^■"';:    '"   *    continuoub   HARwnyii. 

notesi  wishes  tonromote  the  reconaidera-  ^T  Chakies  Michib,  M.A.,  Rector  of 

tion  of  some  opinions  which  have-  been  |""'     S^,™"     Ac-demy,     Aberdeen. 

long   received   with  little    invca ligation.'  °^f ","J     k"  wf,',.      ».    v  »^  «.  b. 

We  cannot  say  that  we  subscribe  to  all  ,„  *^''.'""«''-         „     ,,  " .      *        u 

the  views  advanced,  but  the   thinking  is  "T  °^}f\  «»)''  Mr.  Michie,  'haa  been 

fresh  and   vigorous,  and  Mr.  Godwin  ia  "•  fumiih   for   the  use  of  Bihie  clastea 

evidently  well  acqnainled  with  all,  of  any  '"<*  ordmary  readers  of  the  New  resij- 

note,  that  has  been  written  on  this  mU  "e-t  «  compendious    manual  of  the  life 

Criticised  and  most  important  and  really  "^  labours  of  the  great  Apostle  of  the 

dilEi:n]t   epistle,   in   our  own    and  other  Gen"'"-      In   'his    ol.ject    he   has  wd 

counlriea.     Though  brief,  the  notea  con-  """"eded.     The   n.rrafve  is   clear  a.iJ 

tain  mueh,  and  will  be  found  very  nseful,  ='';'se«<'.";e,  and  the  KOtes  afford  appro- 

both  in  the  way  of  slimuUling   thought  P""«  mfonn"tion.      U  has   our  cordial 

and  imparling  information.  coniineoaatioD. 

Natoral  Scibhcb,  BBLiGioire  Cbeem. 

Hehobialb  of  thb  Life  and  BEHAna  ^un    Scbiftubb   Tbpth  ;  what   ihhv 

OF    THB    Rbt.  John    Macbar,   D.D.,  Teach  uonckrnino  tbb   Mistebt  of 

late  Minister  of  St.  Andrew's  Church,  Qod.      By  Daniul  HbId. 

Kiogston.     Edited  by  members  of  his  Edtnburgli:  WUllun  Blackwood  A  Soia    Itlt- 

*'*i"'ly'  If   Dr.  Hopkins  were   capable  of  being 

Toronto ;  John  CamplnU  A  Son.    1B7S.  convinced  that  mind  is  a  very  subtle  enliiy, 

Dr.  Machar  was  an  estimable  man  and  and  that  in  some  of  il^  parta  and  modes 

admirable  minister.  Aaiu  the  course  of  bis  of  manifestation  may  baffle  the  keenest 

life  he  came  into  contact  with  persons  of  investi gators,  we    would    request   him   lo 

more  or  less  eminence,  aud  passed  through  read  this  book.     Never  were  two  men  so 

important  periods  of  the  history  of  the  hopelessly  unlike.   "To  Dr.  Hopkins' viaion. 

Church  in  Canada,  these  memorials  have  everything  connected  with  men,  internally 

more    than  a  merely  personal    interest,  and  externally,  ii'as  plain  e*  a  pike  staff.' 
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Mr.  Reid,  howereT,  who  writes  on  m  deeplj  tlon,  which  might  be  indeSDitelj  ezttndedi 

1  ID  port  ant  subject,  find  in,  so  far  as  we  hare  Speaking  of  what  lie  calla '  [he  roar  wheels 

been  able  to  aacertain,  a  verf  proper  spirit,  or  cjclesof  ihegtorjortbel^rd.'be  sajs; 

seems  to  have  dwelt  on  what  John  Foater  '  There  ara  fonr  wheels  or  cjclea  of  glorj 

culta  the  '  tenebiious  aspect  of  things,'  till  in  God.   One  is  the  wheel  of  sncrifice,  in  ibe 

he  has  become  qaila  impenetrable.     We  middle  of  the  wheel  of  self  in  the  eternal 

have  Bometimea  thought,  that  for  a  man  to  spirit;  another  is  the  wheel  of  offerin)!,  in 

write  Htiingly  of  mjiierj,  it  was  necessary  the  middle  of  the  wheel  of  «acriflce.'    Bat 

forhimself  to  have  somelliinKor  Ihemystic  we  need  |[o  no  farther  with  these  wheels; 

in  his   composition.     Hr.  Reid,  however,  for  it  isqnile  evident  that  in  writing  on 

hae  ilecidedlj  got  more  than  a  proper  share,  mjsterjr    Mr.    Reid    ha*    verily    bemine 

as  taaj  he  seen  from  the  followiug  quota-  mjstenoiu. 

Iffont^ls  lleirosptct. 

PARLIAMENTARY  WORK. 
1Ve  are  not  politiciaos,  and  il  is  not  onr  proper  buaiiiesa  to  criticise  the  doings  or 
miftdoiogs  ot  our  rulers  in  their  secular  aspecta.  It  is  not  for  ua  to  say  how  far 
our  Tory  Governmeat  haa  doDB  things  not  expected,  and  left  undone  things  they 
promised  ;  how  far  Disraeli  hns  hIiowq  a  lacfc  of  statesmanlike  capacity,  and 
failed  to  make  up  for  it  by  any  great  diajjiay  of  oratorical  power  ;  m  what  the 
party  of  which  be  is  the  head  has,  by  ita  want  of  political  knowledge  and 
adminiatratJTe  ability,  earned  stitl  more  snrely  the  name  of  '  the  stupid  party ; ' 
and  how  far,  by  all  this,  they  have  disappointed  their  friends  and  irritated  their 
foes,  and  hastened  their  doom.  Of  this,  we  say,  it  is  not  onr  proviace  to  speak. 
But  we  note  that  Parliament  has  had  before  it  much  work  of  an  entirely  ecclesi- 
astical kind,  and  it  has  performed  feats  of  inoonsistency  in  this  direction  that 
would  be  truly  surprising,  if  all  men  had  not  long  ago  ceased  to  be  surprised  at 
anything  onr  present  Prime  Minister  might  do  or  say.  It  has  been  occupied  with 
the  FuUjc  Worship  Regulation  Bill,  the  Endowed  Schools  Bill,  and  the  Scottish 
FatroDSge  Abolition  Act.  Into  the  merita  and  the  history  of  all  of  those  bills  it 
is  not  our  intention  to  enter ;  but  one  or  two  remaAs  of  a  general  character  may 
very  fittingly  be  made  in  connection  with  them. 

The  uiiseemlinesii  of  religious  legislation  was  very  clearly  illustrated  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  these  bills.  They  take  cognisance,  in  fact,  not  only  of  tbe/orm  but  the 
mibstance  of  religion — they  legislate  for  the  what  as  well  as  the  how  of  worship. 
Now  is  it  not  unseemly  in  the  lughest  degree  to  have  men  of  all  religions  creeds, 
and  no  religious  creed,  framing  laws  as  to  what  is  to  be  believed,  and  how  worship 
is  to  be  observed  'I  The  Jew  and  the  Qentile,  the  Ritualist  and  the  Rationalist,  the 
cynical  Secularist  and  the  devout  Christian,  all  meeting  in  fierce  and  hopeless 
debate  on  matters  that  pertain  to  the  conscientious  convictions  of  their  fellows,  is 
a  spectacle  so  indecorous,  that  custom  and  much  ignorance  of  the  subject  in  hand 
alone  can  account  for  it. 

The  hindrance  these  ecclesiastical  diepntea  cause  to  the  work  of  Parliament  is 
obvious  and  deplorable.  Parliament,  which  is  a  civil  institutioa,  has  its  own 
proper  work  to  do,  aod,  within  ita  own  sphere,  haa  as  much  as  may  well  occupy 
all  its  attention  and  engross  all  its  energies.  How  intolerable,  then,  that  it  should 
assnme  to  be  a  kind  of  General  Assembly,  without  the  call  to  or  qualitications  for 
an  Assembly's  proper  work.  Ecclesiastical  conclaves  may  fittingly  diacues  what 
article  is  to  be  an  essential  of  faith,  or  what  vestment  is  to  be  worn  and  attitude 
aaaumed  in  divine  service  ;  but  these  are  entirely  out  of  the  way  of  men  ap- 
pointed not  on  ecclesiastical  but  civil  grounds,  and  to  do  civil  work.  And  aurely 
a  feeling  of  this  kind  will  be  greatly  promot«d  by  the  deeds,  and  the  misdeeds, 
and  the  no-deeds  of  the  present  Government. 

We  trust,  also,  iheessenlially  pcTiteciiting  nature  of  all  politico-religious  legislation 
is  thus  made  apparent.  If  a  spiritual  court  frames  a  spiritual  law,  it  is  enforced 
by  spiritual  considerations  ;  if  a  political  conri^  frames  laws,  theee  must  be  enforced 
by  means  appropriate  to  its  constitution.  The  sword  is  Cesar's  weapon,  and  with 
the  sword,  in  some  form  or  other,  his  laws  must  be  enforced.  This  kind  of  thing 
might  be  tolerated  in  the  days  of  darkness,  but  surely,  as  light  spreads  and  right 
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notions  u  to  the  true  nntiiR*  of  ciril  and  religionsliberty  begin  to  preTtut,  ai^eman-l 
will  be  miule  that  the  sword  be  pnt  into  sheath,  aDcl  drawn  oulj  on  fitting  occasion  si. 
Of  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  performanccB  during  the  Besaion,  the  Speclalor  thus 
writes: — '  Ab  to  theDubeof  RichmODd,  he  baa  done  three  thtngSiaud  ha£  obtained 
]iar1iBmeQtary  sanction  for  them  ill ;  but  parliamentoiy  saoction  does  not  always 
carry  popular  approval.  He  baa  towered  the  standard  of  education ;  has  made  the 
diflcstabiishment  of  the  Scotch  Cliurcb  inevitable,  by  exempting  ita  organisation 
from  any  lay  contiol,  that  of  the  judgea  included ;  and  be  has  refused  to  admit 
tliat  any  cvae  eiists  for  the  appointment  of  a  MiniBl«r  of  BdncatJon.  That  is  to 
say,  he  haa  decided  that  his  department  shall  produce  le«  fruit  than  before,  and 
siiall  occupy  a  lower  position  in  the  coQntr;  than  the  country  desires.  Hia  educa- 
tional policy  might,  it  is  true,  escape  blame  from  a  party  which  is  Btill  uncertain 
whether  its  existence  is  compatible  with  general  cultivation ;  but  then  that  party 
is  just  the  one  which  resents  the  exemption  of  a  State-paid  Church  from  Stale 
control.  It  is  declaring  that  Parliament  shall  decide  what  Established  clergymen 
in  England  shall  do  and  believe,  and  cannot  in  decency  affirm  that  EstaoliBhed 
eWrgymen  in  Soottand  ought  to  be,  like  so  many  emperors,  relieved  of  all  the  laws.' 

A  r.LIMPSE  OF  WELL-KHOWN  DIVINES. 
The  enda  of  the  earth  are  being  brought  together,  and  a  holiday  exeursion  gives 
the  dwellers  in  different  places  opportunities  alike  of  seeing  and  being  seen.  In 
this  connection,  a  writer  m  the  Engiixk  Independent  gives  us  the  following  graphic 
glimpses  of  divines  in  whom  we  are  all  interested : — '  If  liberal  holidays  can  stave 
off  the  time  of  translation,  it  will  be  long  before  it  comes  to  some  of  our  American 
divines.  Their  congregations  devise  such  liberal  things  for  them  as  would  consider- 
ably startle  the  slow-moving  deacons  in  the  old  country.  My  school  friend  Dr. 
Taylor  (we  used  to  call  him  Oliver  Goldsmith  at  school,  on  account  of  bis  pleasant 
style  of  essay- writing)  has  not  been  settled  very  lone  in  New  York,  but  already, 
I  see,  bis  people  have  voted  him  a  three  months'  holiday,  and,  like  the  true  patriot 
tliat  he  is,  loving  everything  Scotch  except  whisky,  he  has  hastened  home  to  the 
Highlands,  to  lay  up  among  the  heather  a  store  of  strength  for  the  coming  year  of 
work.  Every  day  sees  a  fresh  arrival  at  Liverpool  of  American  parsons  ;  and  last 
week  friendly  hands  were  ready  to  grasp  those  of  Dr.  Cuyler,  as  he  stepped  from 
the  Canard  tender  on  to  the  landing-stage— one  of  the  most  welcome  of  all  the 
numerous  arrivals.  Before  he  had  been  many  hours  on  English  soil  he  was  in 
Jxindon ;  aud  if  he  came  to  rest,  he  was  speedily  undeceived,  for  within  twenty- 
four  hours  of  his  ooming  he  had  to  preach  no  fewer  than  three  sermons,  in  two  of 
the  great  central  meeting- places  of  the  metropolis.  His  flod  had  sent  him  with 
express  injunctions  not  to  break  silence  at  all  ;  but  he  was  in  the  hands,  I  suspect, 
of  Mr.  Newman  Hall,  who  took  care  that  this  amngement  should  not  be  too 
strictly  interpreted.  There  Is  this  excuse  to  offer  for  the  pastor  of  Surrey  Chapel, 
that  he  never  shirks  hard  woik  himself.  He  is  not  like  some  people  we  all  know, 
who  sre  good  at  setting  other  people  to  "work,  but  who  do  not  care  much  for  doing 
anything  themselves. 

'  His  morning  service  was  rendered  within  the  hallowed  walls  of  Surrey  Chapel. 
The  lost  sermon  I  heard  there  before  that  of  the  Presbyterian  visitor  from  America 
was  also  by  a  Presbyterian  divine ;  and  when  I  say  that  it  was  the  memorable 
miuionary  discourse  which  Dr.  Cairns  of  Berwick  delivered  fifteen  years  ago  on 
the  offering  up  of  the  Gentiles,  many  of  my  readers  will  recall  the  fact  that  it  was 
one  of  the  moat  massive  specimens  of  pulpit  eloquence  that  has  been  heard  in 
London  in  our  day.  Dr.  Cuyler,  I  ne»l  scarcely  say,  presents  about  as  wide  a 
contcaat  as  can  be  imagined  to  the  pastor  of  Borwick-upon-Tweed.  From  hia  name 
J  guess  that  be  is  of  Dutch  extraction,  and  though  he  courageously  allows  Hiss 
Smiley  to  preach  in  his  church,  he  is  a  stnrdy  Presbyterian ;  but  lie  has  got  oat  of 
ail  the  old  Dutch  and  Presbyterian  pulpit  grooves,  BO  far  ns  manner  is  concerned, 
and  his  sermons  are  as  lively  and  mteresting  as  a  newspaper.  Not  that  he  has 
left  behind  the  old  Presbyterian  theology — to  that  he  adheres  as  tenaciously  as  Dr. 
Gaims  ;  and  on  Sunday  morning  bis  discourse  waa  saturated,  from  the  first  Ben- 
tencB  to  tho  last,  with  the  Puritan  spirit.  It  might  have  been  delivered  on  a  Scotch 
moor  to  the  men  who  fought  at  Dnuaclog  or  Bothwell  Brig,  and  they  would  have 
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ftcceptcl  it  as  a  word  in  teaaoa  from  a  da\j  accredited  messenger.  The  text  was 
the  lADiiliikr  phrase  from  the  openinf;  of  Peter's  first  letter,  "  Wltom,  having  not 

HBen,  ;e  love ; "  aad  it  waa  uofolded  in  a  Buccesaion  of  most  lively  and  toachiog 
ti!;Dree,  which  helped  lU  to  realize  the  thought  and  emotion  that  were  in  the 
writer'a  mind  and  hearL  For  the  whole  epiatle  he  claimed  the  merit  of  coming 
home  to  everyday  wanta.  It  was  one  which  had  a  chimney-comer  place  in  every 
believer's  heart.  It  was  written  at  Babylon  before  Peter  went  to  Rome — "  if  he 
ever  vent  to  Rome  at  all,  which  I  very  much  doubt,"  the  preacher  parenthetically 
remarked,  dropping  into  a  Bli);htly  naaal  twang,  which  in  IhiB  connection  was 
simply  delicious— and  it  waa  a  love-letter  to  scattered  brethren,  who  had  been 
scattered  by  persecution  like  the  sparks  from  the  blacksmith's  anvil.  Peter  had 
actually  walked  and  talked  with  the  incarnate  God.  Christians  were  apt  to  envy 
I'et«r  this  privilege.  "  Well,  brother,  suppose  yon  had  enjoyed  it,  wouln  you  have 
been  any  the  better  for  it?  Might  yon  not  have  betrayed  Him?  might  yoa  not 
have  been  one  of  those  who  forsook  Him  and  fled  ?"  Blessed  are  they  that  have 
not  seen,  yet  believe.  Tlien  the  preacher  entered  upon  his  subject;  and  with  a 
wealth  of  racy  remarks,  pathetic  anecdote,  and  apt  quotation,  be  carried  ns  on 
from  point  to  point  of  a  heart-moving  and  heart- satisfy  log  meditation.  He  told 
a  story  of  the  negroes  and  their  grief  at  the  assassination  of  their  unseen  friend 
and  liberator,  Abraham  Lincoln ;  and  another  story  of  "  the  most  eloquent  preacher 
in  America" — Mr.  Ward  Beecher,  I  preaume—who  was  only  three  years  old  when 
his  mother  died,  and  never  knew  her  till,  in  manhood,  he  came  upon  tbe  letters 
which  she  had  written  to  his  father.  Aa  he  read  these  letters,  at  last  he  knew  his 
mother ;  and  what  these  letters  were  to  her,  the  Gospels,  and  especially  the  Giospel 
of  John,  were  to  our  beloved  Ijord.  One  of  the  closing  passages  of  the  sermon 
was  a  fervid  vindication  of  the  supernatural  character  of  the  Christian  faith,  and 
a  rebuke  of  the  unbelieving  scientisL  A  tale  of  the  aea  was  introduced  with 
thrilling  effect  in  the  peroration.  This  was  the  story  of  the  Scotch  ship  7'liree 
HeUn,  whose  generous  captain,  meeting  a  ship  in  distress  at  midnight,  kept  calling 
out,  "  Bold  on  \  I'll  stiud  by  yon  till  the  morning."  This  was  applied  to  the  caae 
of  the  Divine  Master  in  His  treatment  of  Ilia  disciples.' 

ECCLESIASTICAL  AFFAIRS. 
The  ComroissionerB  of  the  two  Assemblies  have  held  their  meetings,  and  in  both 
the  passing  of  the  Patronage  Bill  was  the  main  theme  of  discourse.  In  the  Estab- 
lished Church  Commission,  Drs.  Pirie  and  Smith  and  others  express  themselres  as 
being  in  ecstasies  of  gratitude  to  Government,  and  of  hopefulnese  for  their  Church. 
Repentance  is  a  virtue  which  may  be  exhibited  by  individuals,  bat  it  ie  not  tx)  be 
expected  in  a  class,  and  therefore  we  need  not  be  surprised  that  no  mention  is  made 
of  the  evils  that  Patronage  haa  wrought,  and  all  the  scandals  it  has  caused,  under 
the  guiding  and  goading  of  tlie  men  who  now  see  so  much  reason  for  jubilation 
over  ita  grave. 

In  the  Free  Cliuroh  Commiesion,  Principal  Rainy  speaks  in  other  terms.  He 
sees  in  the  paadug  of  thia  bill  an  injury  to  other  Churches,  and  an  incitement  to 
clerical  agents  to  win  or  drive  nonconforming  persona  back  to  the  Established 
told,  and  in  that  Dr.  Rainy  judges  rightly.  That  belat«d  divine,  Dr.  Begg,  over 
whom  the  changes  of  (lie  times  and  the  changes  of  the  ocean  alike  paaa  harmless, 
atfirms  that  the  Patronage  Abolition  Bill  ia  really  the  glory  of  the  Government, 
and  a  cause  for  lasting  gratitude.  We  suppose  that  the  way  is  now  clear  for  a 
reversal  of  the  exodua  of  1843  in  part,  and  Dr.  Bejrg  and  his  followers  may  yet 
be  found,  like  their  congenial  friend  Mr.  Knight,  in  that  great  Paradise  of  liberty, 
the  Church  of  their  fathers. 

The  Archbishop  of  Caitterbury  has  been  addressing  his  clergy,  and  a  more 
admiiabie  apecimen  of  amiable  and  aimless  maundering  we  have  rarely  seen.  The 
Church  of  England  never  had  auch  a  zealons  clergy,  never  was  it  so  united  in 
essentials,  never  had  it  such  a  hold  on  the  people.  True,  it  haa  its  enemies,  who 
abuse  it  as  an  evil ;  but  they  are  not  to  be  argued  with  or  regarded.  Let  the  clergy. 
iinmiadfn!  of  such,  do  their  work, — the  clergy  notsurpriaing  the  luty  by  unexpected 
changes,  the  laity  not  taking  it  ill  though  changes  are  made  by  the  clergy,  and  both 
mingling  much  with  each  other,  and  thus  nuking  the  Church  of  England  a  truly 
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hftpp7  family.    ItisBtrange  to  hear  sach  fluttering  asBiiraiicea  concerning  a  Church 
which  is  boiog  torn  asunder  by  internal  discord,  and  aaiailed  by  formidable  foes. 

The  case  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Keets  aod  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  and  his  subaltern  is 
scarcely  worth  referring  to,  except  as  showing  how  proud  the  pretensions  and  Utter 
the  hate  of  certain  naUonal  ecclesiastics,  and  how  small  the  mercy  and  BCant  the 
jusiice  Dissenten  would  receive  at  their  haodB  were  their  power  equal  to  thnr  will. 

OBITUARY. 
The  tidings  of  Dr.  Tivingstone'e  death,  and  the  homage  paid  to  him  in  his  burial 
by  a  mourning  and  admiring  nation,  are  too  marked  as  well  as  too  recent  to  be 
forgotten.  And  now  another  African  traveller,  of  no  little  courage  and  enccess 
in  bis  explorationa,  bae  paMed  away.  Dr.  Beke  died  suddenly  on  the  30th  July, 
in  the  75th  year  of  his  age.  Tbe  Globe,  in  giving  a  brief  euramary  of  his  life  and 
labonra,  observes : — '  Dr.  Beke's  last  journey  had  (or  an  object  the  exploration  of  ' 
the  peninsula  of  Sinai,  and  the  identification  of  tbe  Siniu  of  Scripture  and  the 
route  travelled  by  the  children  of  Israel.  It  will  be  remembeKd  that  quite 
recently  intelligence  was  reoeived  from  the  traveller,  who  asserted  positively  that 
he  had  discovered  the  true  Siuai,  not  in  the  neighbourhood  usually  assigned  to  it 
— namely,  near  the  extremity  of  the  peninau)a~-but  adjoining  the  chain  of  Jebfd 
Shersb,  which  extends  norChivards  from  the  top  of  the  Gulf  of  Akaba  towarda  the 
confines  of  Palestine.  Sinaitic  insoriptions  iaa  other  remains  had  been  discovered 
by  him,  which  be  believed  would  throw  light  on  the  early  wanderings  of  the 
Jewish  nation,  and  on  ocher  departments  of  Eastern  history  and  geography. 
Along  with  this,  however,  there  ctime  news  that  Dr.  Beke  was  greatly  broken 
down  in  health,  and  the  announcement  of  his  death  was  therefore  not  ^together 
unexpected.' 

The  Free  Church  has  beau  called  agun  to  sustain  a  great  loss,  in  the  lamented 
death  of  Principal  Fairbairn.  His  death,  which  took  plnoe  on  Thursday,  August  6, 
was  solemnizingly  sudden.  He  had  retired  for  tbe  night,  apparently  in  his  usual 
health,  and  was  found  shortly  afterwards  calm  in  death. 

Dr.  Fairbairn  took  much  interest  in  the  public  movements  of  the  Church  to 
which  he  belonged,  and  was  a  preacher  of  great  power ;  but  it  was  not  as  a 
debater  or  preacher  that  be  exerted  the  greatest  influence.  It  was  aa  a  professor 
and  an  author.  In  Aberdeen,  he  gathered  a  manerous  and  attached  band  of  students 
around  him  ;  in  Glasgow,  he  austained  with  dignity  the  important  office  to  which 
his  many  and  great  accomplishments  so  well  entitled  him.  Hie  various  books — 
the  last  of  which  was  recently  noticed  in  our  pages — show  much  force  aod  fresh- 
ness of  thought,  enlightened  liberality  of  sentiment,  and  a  vast  amount  lyf  accurate 
learning.  They  will  be  his  best  monument,  and  in  them  he  has  left  a  rich  legacy 
to  the  Church  Universal,  as  well  as  to  that  important  section  of  it  of  which  he  was 
BO  distinguished  an  ornament. 

Mr.  Shore,  says  the  Manchtsler  Examiner,  whose  case  created  so  much  excite- 
ment in  religious  circles  tweuty-five  years  ago,  was  killed  on  Wednesday  under 
circumstances  which  forcibly  recall  the  death  of  the  late  Bi^op  Wilberforce. 
He  was  riding  along  the  London  Road,  a  few  miles  from  Buxton,  with-  four  or 
five  companions,  when  his  horse  fell  and  rolled  upon  hint,  death  being  almost 
instantaneous.  A  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  Bishop  Philpott's  persecuting  zeal 
was  the  means  of  ensuring  him  a  wide  popularity.  Mr.  Shore  was  anxious  to 
secede  from  the  Establishment,  and  began  ministering  in  an  unconsecrBt«d 
building — in  other  words,  turned  Dissenter.  But  the  Bishop  of  Exeter  refused 
to  release  him  from  his  ordination  tows,  and,  obtaining  judgment  against  him  in 
the  ecclesiastical  courta  for  preaching  without  a  licence,  succeeded  in  keeping  bioi 
in  prison  for  nearly  three  mooths  for  non-payment  of  costs.  Mr.  Bouverie  availed 
himself  of  the  event  to  bring  forward  a  bill  to  extend  the  protection  of  the 
Toleration  Act  to  clergymen  who  desired  to  lay  down  their  tunctiona,  and  after 
an  extraordinary  amount  of  public  excitement  Mr.  Shore  was  released. 
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NATHANAEL. 

BY  THE  LATE  BET.  WILLIAM  AKDEBSON,  LL.U.,  OLASOOW. 

Is  If^athaDael  onr  Lord  haa  sketched  a  character  which  is  a  uniTersal 
faTonritc, — in  the  way  of  eontemplatioQ  at  least,  howsoever  little  honoured  it 
may  be  in  the  way  of  imitation.  Yet  ia  it  evident  that  Christ  would  have 
DOT  attention  fixed  on  Kathanael  especially  for  the  latter  purpose — that  in 
admiring  him  we  may  copy  his  example,  and  not  incur  condemnation  by 
professing  onr  approbation  of  that  in  the  conduct  of  others  which  we  make 
no  effort  to  transfer  to  the  conduct  of  ourselves.  This  remark  for  cantion 
is  peculiarly  reqoisite  in  regard  of  our  treatment  of  this  saint.  There  is  not, 
perhaps,  another  portrayed  in  the  Scripture  which,  when  it  attracts  onr 
love,  is  BO  ready  to  be  denied  onr  imitation.  There  ia  no  earthly  glory  in 
it ;  it  requires  a  spiritualized  mind  to  be  ambitious  of  being  adorned,  like 
Nathanael,  with  the  beauties  of  holiness. 

Before  I  proceed  to  display  the  example  of  this  highly  commended  saint, 
and  enforce  it  on  onr  imitation,  I  may  observe,  that  when  otherwise  we 
might  have  wondered  that  one  so  excellent  as  Nathanael  was  not  assigned  a 
place  among  the  apostles,  the  wonder  ia  prevented  by  the  explanation,  that 
there  seems  to  be  no  reason  to  question  that  he  kad  a  place  among  them, 
under  the  name  of  Bartholomew.  This  ia  the  tradition  of  the  Church  from 
very  early  times.  Accordingly,  we  find  him  under  his  first  name,  Nathanael, 
in  intimate  fellowship  vrith  Peter  and  the  other  apostles  at  the  time  of  the 
resurrection  of  our  Lord.  And  (which  almost  amounts  to  a  demonstration) 
when,  in  the  list  of  the  apostles,  they  are  enumerated  not  only  according  to 
the  times  when  they  were  called,  but  in  pairs,  we  find  both  that  Bartholomew 
must  have  been  called  early,  and  that  he  was  paired  with  Fhilip.  Now 
both  of  these  requirements  are  found  in  Nathanael.  He  was  early  introduced 
to  Christ,  and  he  waa  introduced  by  Philip.  This,  I  say,  almost  amounta 
to  a  demonstration  that  Nathanael  and  Bartholomew  are  different  names  for 
the  same  person.  Supposing,  then,  that  the  tradition  is  correct  that 
Bartholomew  is  Nathanael,  observe  how  it  increases  the  horror  of  the 
Massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew — that  the  tyrant  of  France,  under  the 
instigation  of  the  Court  of  Rome,  should  have  selected  the  day  which 
superstition  had  consecrated  to  the  memory  of  the  most  guileless  of  men  for 
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the  perpetration  not  only  of  the  bloodiest,  bnt  of  the  most  treacheroas  set 
which  is  recorded  in  the  annals  of  crime.  England,  too,  bad  its  Bof- 
tfaolomew'g  Day  nnder  the  vilest  of  its  tyrants,  for  whose  restoration  annnal 
thanksgiving  is  presented  in  all  the  southern  churches — an  annnal  insult 
both  to  God  and  the  nation.  Onr  Charles  placed  himself  nest  to  Charles  of 
France  in  tbia  world,— I  know  not  if  next  to  him  in  that  which  is  to  come, 
— when,  bj  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  he,  on  Bartholomew's  Day  too,  ejected 
from  their  pnlpits  2000  of  the  best  of  the  ministers  of  Engluid, — the  Baxters 
and  Henrys  and  Howes,— not  only  driving  them  forth  to  wander  hoaseleBS, 
bnt  forbidding  them,  on  pain  of  fines,  imprisonment,  and  transportation,  to 
open  their  mouths  in  preaching  the  gospel.  Charles  ix.  and  Charles  n. 
and  Nathanael !  The  JDxtaposition  helps  ns  at  once  to  a  more  hearty 
detestation  of  the  character  of  the  two  monst«rs,  and  a  more  affectionate 
appreciation  of  the  character  of  the  saint. 

la  displaying  and  recommending  to  imitation  the  character  of  Nathanael, 
it  is  customary  to  dwell  especially  on  his  gidteleaanesi.  This,  as  we  Hhall 
afterwards  see,  is  a  social  virtue, — an  excellence  in  the  intercourse  betweoi 
man  and  man.  Now,  of  great  importance  thoagh  the  social  duties  be,  aad 
much  though  the  Lord  insisted  on  their  performance,  yet  we  may  be  assured 
that  He  whose  system  of  ethics  made  its^r^j  command,  '  Thou  shaft  love  the 
Lord  tby  Ood,'  would  not  hsre  pointed  his  followers  to  a  man  as  worthy  of 
admiration  who  was  distinguished  only  for  his  observance  of  that  which 
holds  only  the  second  and  3ubordiDa.te  rank  in  his  system, — '  Thon  shalt  lore 
thy  neighbour  as  thyself.'  Let  us  be  unremittingly  on  our  guard,  brethren, 
in  this  matter.  There  was  a  time  when  men  needed  to  be  admonished  that 
religion  demanded  more  than  this ;  that  besides  the  first  command — '  Thon 
shall  love  God ' — there  was  a  second — '  Thon  shalt  love  thy  neighbour.' 
But  at  the  present  day,  when,  notwithstanding  all  our  reasons  for  complaint, 
there  are  cases  not  a  few  of  liberal  benevolence,  the  conrse  of  exhortation 
behoves  to  be  somewhat  reversed,  and  men  require  to  be  admonished  that 
the  social  duties  form  but  the  half  of  onr  dnty,  and  the  least  important  half 
beside;  and  that  there  is  no  kindness  shown  a  fellow- creatnre  which  is 
acceptable,  unless  it  be  preceded  by  the  love  of  the  Creator,  and  have  its 
origin  in  this  divine  and  heavenly  source. 

Observe,  therefore,  what  is  the  force  of  oar  Lord's  expression  when  he 
designated  Nathanael  an  Israelite.  This  does  not  merely  imply  that  he  was 
a  descendant  of  Abraham  according  to  the  flesh.  Had  this  been  all  that 
was  meant,  the  term  Jew  or  Hebrew  would  have  been  the  one  employed,  as 
being  at  that  time  the  t«rms  in  common  nse.  The  designation  Israelite  has  a 
spiritual  reference.  It  marks  him  aa  being  of  the  same  character  with 
Jacob,  whose  name  was  changed  to  that  of  Israel  because  he  prevailed  with 
God  through  the  earnestness  of  his  prayers.  It  seems  to  be  in  the  same 
sense  that  the  apostle  employs  the  term,  when,  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians, 
he  pronounces  a  benediction  on  the  Israel  of  God,  i.e.  on  the  Spiritual  Chnrch 
even  of  the  Gentiles,  which,  like  Jacob  of  old,  is  characterized  for  its  prayer- 
ful spirit.  In  like  manner,  he  says  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans, '  They  are 
not  all  Israel  who  are  of  Israel,'  i.e.  all  those  who  are  naturally  descendants 
of  Jacob  are  not  of  the  same  mind  and  class  with  their  prayerfnl  ancestor,  so 
as  to  inherit  that  blessing  which  is  the  pecnliar  property  of  the  spiritual 
seed.  Yea,  even  in  the  case  of  the  word  Jew,  we  find  the  same  apostle  say- 
ing, '  He  is  not  a  Jew  which  is  one  outwardly,  but  be  is  a  Jew  who  is  one 
inwardly  ' — with  a  heart,  and  not  merely  a  body,  circumcised.  See,  there- 
fore, the  meaning  of  the  emphasis  when   our   Lord  says  of  Nathanael, 
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'Behold,  an  Isra«lite  indeed f — one  who  ia  Buch  not  in  name  only,  or  by 
cam&l  descent,  bnt  in  the  spirit  of  bis  mind. 

Having  made  tbis  esplanation,  let  us  bow  consider  what  would  entitle 
Natbauael  to  tbe  designation  of  an  Israelite  in  tbe  estimation  of  onr  Lord. 

First.  I  observe  that  he  most  bave  been  one  wbo  prayed  mncb  in  secret. 
Had  he  merely  frequented  the  courts  of  the  temple  or  the  halls  of  tbe 
synagognes,  and  united  in  tbe  public  devotions  of  tbe  congregation,  I  am 
certaJD  he  would  not  have  received  the  praise  of  an  Israelite's  cbaraWer  from 
Him  who  prescribed  this  as  the  rnle  of  prayer — '  When  tbon  prayest,  enter 
into  thy  closet,  and  when  tbon  hast  shut  thy  door,  pray  to  thy  Father  who 
ia  in  secret.'  Of  the  observance  of  this  rnle  He  gave  an  example  in  His  own 
conduct.  How  frequently  we  are  told  of  His  retiring  aside  from  His  dis- 
ciples, and  engaging  in  acts  of  private  devotion.  We  are  informed  that  on 
one  occasion  He  spent  a  whole  sleepless  night  in  praying  to  His  Father. 
Some  critics,  it  is  true,  have  preferred  translating  the  passage  to  which  I 
have  jast  referred  after  this  manner, — that  he  spent  the  night  in  the  Proseucke 
of  Ood — one  of  these  small  oratories  or  chapels  which  were  nnmerously 
erected  thronghout  Jndea,  always  standing  open,  mto  which  the  devont 
wayfaring  man  might  enter  and  disburden  or  refresh  his  spirit  in  an  act  of 
worship,  and  at  one  of  which  Paul  first  met  witb  Lydia.  Tbongh  this, 
however,  shonid  be  received  as  being  tbe  proper  interpretation,  it  will  not 
essentially  affect  the  case  of  onr  Lord.  If  He  went  to  the  praying-honse  of 
Ood  that  night  when  He  dismissed  His  disciples  to  cross  the  sea,  we  may  be 
certain  that  it  was  with  tbe  view  of  enjoying  its  retreat  for  the  end  on 
acconut  of  which  it  was  erected  and  consecrated.  How  lilte  Jacob  I '  Christ 
was  an  Israelite  indeed  Himself;  for  let  it  be  remembered  that  it  was  after 
a  night's  wrestUng  in  private  prayer  that  Jacob  received  his  new  name. 
Bat  we  are  uot  left  to  mere  inferences  that  Nathanael,  as  an  Israelite,  mast 
have  been  distinguished  for  his  private  praying :  '  When  thou  ^ert  under 
the  ^-tree,  I  saw  thee,*  said  our  Lord.  All  interpreters  agree  that  this 
mnst  refer  to  some  act  of  secret  devotion  in  which  Nathanael  was  employed. 

Secoad.  At  the  same  time,  however,  that  I  am  persuaded  that  it  was 
principally  bis  private  praying  and  devout  meditations  which  gained  for 
Kathanael  from  Christ  the  sanctified  designation  of  being  an  Israelite,  equally 
am  I  well  assured  that  He  would  not  have  honoured  him  thus,  and  set  him 
forth  as  a  model  to  be  imitated,  had  he  been  one  of  those  who  make  private 
prayers  an  apology  for  their  neglect  of  pnblic  and  social  worship.  I  ques- 
tion, iodeed,  if  there  be  such  a  person  in  existence  as  a  man  who  is  a  closet 
prayer,  and  who  does  not  seek  for  communion  in  prayer  with  brethren ;  and 
who,  if  he  cannot  find  a  brotherhood  already  formed  with  whom  he  can  con- 
scientiously unite,  will  not  endeavour  to  form  one  anew.  There  is  nothing 
8o  social  as  tbe  spirit  of  prayer.  Nathanael,  I  am  persuaded,  mnat  have 
frequently  wandered  away  out  of  an  evening  among  the  Proseuckie,  if  he 
might  find  a  pious  friend  by  whose  side  to  kneel  down,  and  with  him  to  adore 
and  supplicate  their  common  Father,  besides  being  a  regular  attendant  at  the 
synagogne  on  Sabbath,  and,  when  at  Jerusalem,  a  constant  waiter  on  morn- 
ing and  evening  sacrifice.  What  may  have  been  hia  conduct  in  respect  of 
family  prayer  I  know  not,  because  I  do  not  know  if  he  had  a  family.  Bnt 
of' this  I  am  sure,  that  if  he  was  a  father  of  a  family,  Christ  would  not  have 
prostituted  on  liim  the  name  of  an  Israelite  if  he  made  no  family  acknow- 
ledgment of  God, 

T/drd.  Having  thus  established  for  Nathanael  the  character  of  a  prayerful 
man,  and  one  whose  prayers  were  accepted  and  approved  of,  there  are 
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Bereral  other  trtuts  of  charact«r  of  a  derotioaal  oatnre  which  we  may  infer 
with  certainty.  Ho  mnst  have  been  a  read^  and  ponderer  of  God's  word 
as  the  mle  and  aliment  of  a  prayerful  spirit ;  and,  as  a  IjelieTer  of  that  word, 
he  mnst  have  been  one  of  those  who  waited  for  the  consolation  of  Israd,  in 
the  raising  np  of  the  great  Messiah  who  was  promised  to  the  fathers. 


THE  BKUBVER'S  HOUSEHOLD:  A  PASTORAL  ADDRESS. 

BY  BET.  PETER  DATIDSON,  D.D.,  QUEEN  STREET,  EDIHBIJRGH. 

Dear  Erethren, — The  gospel  salvation,  as  set  before  us  in  Scripture,  may 
be  ssid  to  have  a  threefold  aepect  and  adaptation.  Is  its  first  and  narroweat 
aspect  it  is  a  pa-aontd  udvatioTi, — '  Believe  tiuiu,  and  thou  shaft  be  saved.'  la 
its  last  and  widest  aspect  it  is  a  common,  a  world-wide  salvation, — '  do  iati> 
all  the  world,  tmd  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature :  be  that  believeth  and 
is  baptized  shaU  be  saved.'  Bnt  in  an  intermediate  aspect  it  is  Epeciaily 
des^ned  and  fitted  to  be  a  kouaehold  ialvaticn.  The  head  of  a  family,  when 
he  beUeves  the  gospel  and  is  saved,  will  find,  and  is  especially  called  to  fiod, 
there  salvation  also  for  his  honsehold.  He  will  find  epecial  offers  of  salvation, 
special  means  of  salvation,  special  promises  of  salvation — he  will  find  a  ewenodl 
of  salvation  for  hjs  household  as  well  as  for  himself;  so  that,  if  he  be  bnt 
tme  to  himself  and  to  his  household,  as  a  believer  in  Jenia,  there  is  no  room 
for  doubting  that  not  only  he  will  be  saved,  but  also  his  honse. 

There  are  many  parts  or  passages  of  Scripture  from  which  this  view  of 
the  gospel  salvation  might  be  derived.  The  covenant  of  Abraham,  which 
contained  the  root  and  essence  of  the  gospel,  was  a  household  covenant 
(Gen.  xvii.  7).  The  covenant  with  David,  which  has  its  grand  fnlfilment 
under  the  gospel  dispensation,  was  also  a  household  covenant  (3  Sam.  vu. 
16 ;  Ps.  Ixxxix.  35-37).  The  words  of  the  apostle  to  the  penitents  of 
Pentecost—'  llie  promise  is  to  you,  and  to  yonr  ckildrea,  and  to  aU  that  an 
afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the  Lard  onr  Qod  shall  call ' — may  be  said  to 
exhibit  all  the  three  aspects  of  the  gospel  salvation  which  we  have  mentioned. 
But  we  would  especially  argue  this  household  aspect  of  the  gospel  saltatioa 
from  three  passages,  which  we  commend  to  yonr  consideration — namely,  the 
words  of  the  Saviour  to  Zaccheos  the  publican  (Lnke  six.  9, 10) ;  the  words 
of  the  angel  to  Cornelius  the  centurion  (Acts  si.  13,  14) ;  and  the  words  of 
the  apoetle  to  the  Fhilippian  ]ailor(Acts  xvi.'Sl). 

By  calling  the  gospel  salvation  a  household  salvation,  we  do  not  meao 
that  any  adnlt  member  of  a  believer's  family  will  be  saved  on  the  ground  of 
bis  parent's  faith,  or  without  himself  believing.  Scripture  is  too  explicit  on 
this  point,  and  there  are  too  many  instances  of  the  children  of  believers 
becoming  infidels  and  reprobates,  to  suffer  such  an  idea  to  be  entertainsd 
evrai  for  a  moment.  All  we  mean  is,  that  when  the  head  of  a  family  becomes 
a  believer  in  Christ,  and  when  he  is  tme  to  himself  and  his  family,  all  its 
members  are  likely  or  sure  to  become  beUevers  also,  and  so  to  be  saved 
And  what  a  recommendation  of  the  gospel  salvation,  and  bow  worth;  of  the 
God  of  nature  and  of  grace,  is  it  that  it  is  so  !  For  what  can  possibly  be 
more  important,  more  desirable,  to  a  right-hearted  parent,  after  he  is  saved 
himself ,  than  to  secure  the  salvation  of  his  household?  Nature  itself  con^ 
strains  him  to  desire  this,  and  grace  greatly  intensifies  the  feeling ;  while 
there  is  nothing,  on  the  other  band,  that  can  more  oppress  his  hetut  with 
anxiety  and  grief  than  the  probability  of  any  member  of  his  fwnily  being 
jost — lost  for  ever. 
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Now  there  are  certain  obvions  conditioos  od  which  alone  this  idea  of  a 
household  salvation  can  reaeooably  be  expected  to  be  realized,  and  it  is 
mainly  for  the, purpose  of  commending  these  conditions  to  foor  careful 
consideration  and  remembrance  that  we  now  address  yon  on  this  sabject. 

1.  The  believer's  honsehold  mnst  be  rightly  constituted.  Id  this  remark  ve 
refer  to  the  formation  of  the  marriage  relation,  which  hea  at  the  fonndation 
of  the  family  constitntion.  We  do  not  speak  of  the  civil  laws  concernii^ 
marri^e,  bnt  of  the  scriptural  or  religions  rules  according  to  which,  so  far 
as  the  people  of  God  are  concerned,  it  onght  always  to  be  formed.  Under 
the  Old  Teatffinent,  the  people  of  God  were  strictly  forbidden  to  int«rmarry 
with  idolaters;  for  by  sach  marriages  the  whole  end  and  design  of  the 
covenant  of  Abraham  were  disannnlled,  and  all  its  promises  made  void. 
Under  the  2few  Testament,  behevers  are  as  strictly  forbidden  to  enter  intO' 
the  marriage  relation  with  itnbeHevera;  tbey  are  to  marry  only  'in  the  Lord.' 
And  though  this  rule  cannot  be  enacted  or  enforced  by  civil  authority,  or  by 
any  earthly  power  whatever,  it  may  and  onght  to  be  respected  and  obeyed 
by  all  who  beheve  in  the  Lord  Jesns  Christ.  For  an  ill -constituted  hoose- 
bold  in  this  respect,  cannot  expect  Ood's  blessing,  and  cannot  well  be  the 
scene  of  honsehold  salvation.  This  matter  deserves  the  very  serious  con- 
sideration of  the  young  and  nnmarried  among  you.  No  st^  in  life  can  well 
be  more  important  to  them  than  that  of  the  formation  of  the  marri^;^ 
relation ;  and  for  a  yonng  man  or  woman  who  believes  in  Christ  to  enter 
rashly  into  that  relation  with  an  unbeliever,  is  at  once  to  disobey  their  Lord 
and  Saviour,  and  to  invite  a  lifetime  of  trial  and  temptation — nay,  and  so 
far  as  man  can  help  or  hinder,  to  expose  the  children  that  may  spring  from 
such  a  marriage  to  the  danger  of  an  eternity  of  perdition.  For  how  obvious 
and  imminent  mnst  such  danger  [)e  in  a  honsehold  in  which  one  parent  is  a 
child  of  God  and  the  other  a  child  of  the  devi[,^the  one  a  believer,  and  the 
other,  perhaps,  a  blasphemer,  God  may,  indeed,  in  some  cases,  in  His  mercy, 
so  bless  the  efforts  and  example  of  the  one  parent  as  to  nentrahze  those  of 
the  other.  Bnt  He  has  not  promised  to  do  so ;  and,  so  far  as  hnman  influence 
can  go,  there  is  no  way  of  hindering  this  lamentable  result.  Yonng  and 
nnmarried  Christians,  then,  onght  to  remember  the  apostle's  words,  and 
deeply  ponder  them, — '  Be  ye  not  unequally  yoked  together  with  nnbelievers  j 
for  what  fellowship  bath  righteonsness  with  nnnghteonsness  T  and  what 
communion  hath  light  with  darkness?  and  what  concord  hath  Christ  with 
Belial?  or  what  part  hath  he  that  believeth  with  an  infideH  and  what  agree- 
ment hath  the  temple  of  God  with  idols  T  for  ye  are  the  temple  of  God ;  as 
God  bath  said,  I  will  dwell  in  them,  and  walk  in  them ;  and  I  will  be  their 
God,  and  they  shall  be  my  people '  (2  Cor,  vi.  14^16). 

2.  The  believer's  household  must  be  ivell-ordered,  well-governed.  It  was 
said  of  Abraham, '  I  know  him  that  be  wiU  command  his  children  and  bis 
household  after  him,  and  they  shall  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord,  to  do  justice 
and  judgment ;  that  the  Lord  may  bring  upon  Abraiiam  that  which  He  hath 
spoken  of  him'  (Gen,  xviii.  19).  In  this  saying,  the  right  government  of 
Abraham's  househoid  is  spoken  of  as  indispensably  necessary  to  Ood's 
fulfilment  of  His  gracious  purposes  with  and  promises  to  the  father  of  the 
faithful  And  so  must  it  be  with  the  Christian's  honsehold  stilli  God's 
•gracious  plans  and  promises  in  regard  to  such  a  household  cannot  be 
fulfilled  but  on  the  same  condition.  It  was  required  of  bishops  and  deacons, 
in  apostolic  Churches,  that  they  should  *  role  well  tbeir  own  honses,  having 
their  children  in  subjection,  with  all  gravity ; '  and  the  same  obligation  is 
solemnly  laid  on  the  oflBce-bearers  of  the  Chnrcb  stilL    And  why  is  it  laid 
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only  on  office-bearers  t  Not,  certainly,  becanse  to  bare  a  irell-govemed 
hons^old  ia  not  equally  incnmbent  on  all  Christian  honsebolders,  and  equally 
necessary  to  the  spiritual  well-being  of  their  families ;  but  only  because  the 
want  of  it  wonld  be  more  obrions  in  office-bearers  tbEin  in  others,  and  wonid 
do  more  dam^e  to  the  cause  of  the  Redeemer.  In  any  household,  if  children 
be  suffered  to  gain  the  upper-band  of  their  parenta,  and  do  what  ia  right  in 
their  own  eyes — and  still  more,  if  parents  seek  not  to  restrain  their  childreH 
in  what  is  wrong  or  dangerous,  but,  in  pettmg  love,  indulge  tbem  in  all 
their  wayward  desires  and  fancies,  the  foolishness  bound  up  in  the  heart  of 
a  child  ia  not  hkely  to  be  driven  ont  of  him ;  the  deatrnctive  influences  from 
without  are  not  likdy  to  be  cbecked ;  he  will  soon  become  stubborn  and 
incorrigible  in  evil,  and  will,  in  all  probability,  be  ruined  both  for  time  and 
for  eternity.  What  melancholy  Ulustrations  of  this  danger  have  we  in 
Scripture !  Old  Eli  was  himself  a  godly  man,  but  bis  sons  'made  themselves 
vile,  and  be  restndned  them  not ; '  *  therefore,'  said  Jehovah, '  I  have  sworn 
that  the  iniquity  of  fill's  house  shall  not  be  purged  vrith  sacrifice  nor  offering 
for  ever.'  And  we  know  what  severe  judgments  came  not  only  on  Eii'a 
house,  bat  also  on  Eli  himself,  and  on  the  cause  of  Ctod  in  Israel,  throngb 
this  weakness  of  a  good  man.  David  also  was  a  good  man,  and  he  se^ns  to 
have  felt  powerfully  the  importance  and  necessity  of  right  honsehold  govern- 
ment. He  made  at  least  piona  resolutions  on  the  subject  (Fs.  ci.  2,  7).  But 
how  sadly  did  the  practical  results  come  abort  of  hia  pious  resolutions  I  His 
household  was  ill-c(»istituted,  and  it  appears  also  to  have  been  ill-governed;. 
and  accordingly,  several  of  his  sons  turned  out  as  deceitful  and  desperate 
reprobates  as  we  read  of  in  Scriptore,  and  throngb  their  villainy  the  old 
age  of  the  pious  monarch  was  greatly  darkened  and  made  miserable.  And 
how  often  baa  the  same  thing  happened  in  the  same  way  to  excellent  Ghiisttan 
parents  I 

3.  The  believer's  household  must  be  welt  trained  in  religious  hnowUdge  and 
practice,  both  by  pTtcept  and  txaniple.  '  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should 
go,  and  when  be  is  old  be  wiU  not  depart  from  it.'  How  frequently  and 
earnestly  the  Old  Testament  people  of  God  were  enjoined  to  attend  to  this- 
condition  of  a  household  salvation,  yon  will  perceive  by  consulting  each 
pass^es  of  Scripture  aa  these: — Ex.  xii.  26,  27,  xiiL  14,  15;  Dent.  iv. 
9,  10,  vL  6,  7,  20-26,  xi.  19 ;  Ps.  IxxvuL  5,  8,  etc.  There  is  much  spocn- 
lation  and  agitation  at  present  about  the  rehgions  education  of  the  yom^, 
and  whether  or  not  it  ought  to  be  committed  to  the  care  of  the  teachers  of 
national  schools.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  for  His  own  people  at 
least,  God's  ordinance  is  that  this  daty  should  be  performed  by  Christiao 
parentf.  Religion,  to  be  effectually  taught,  most  begin  to  be  instilled  by  a 
mother's  love,  and  be  followed  up  by  a  father's  instraction  and  authority. 
This  teaching  mnst  begin  early,  and  be  continued  long.  It  must  be  accom- 
panied and  recommended  by  example  as  well  aa  precept ;  and  every  day  the 
conduct  which  is  inconsistent  with  it  mnat  be  reproved  and  checked,  while 
the  habits  it  requires  are  attended  to  and  enforced.  Above  all,  the  teaching 
of  religion  must  have  a  definite  end  in  view.  It  must  seek  the  conversion  and 
salvation  of  the  soul  of  the  child,  without  which  the  communication  of  re- 
ligions knowledge  and  the  fonnation  of  religious  habits  can  do  no  pennanent 
good.  And  who,  then,  can  undertake  to  teach  religion  in  this  way,  and  fix 
this  end,  bat  the  trae  Christian,  and  especially  the  truly  Christian  parent  t 
He  alone  can  feel  the  responsibility  of  the  work  in  some  degree  commensn- 
rately  with  its  importance,  and  he  alone  can  have  the  opportnnity  and  the' 
means  of  discharging  that  responsibility  efficiently  and  aright. 
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i.  The  believer's  hoosehold  mnat  be  aolemnly  dedicated  to  God.  It  Bhonld 
be  90  by  the  baptism  of  all  the  permaDeiit  members  of  the  hoasehold  (Acts 
xri.  15,  33).  It  abonld  be  so  b;  the  regalar,  and  if  possible  daily,  celebra- 
tion of  Ood's  worship  in  it.  It  shonld  be  so  by  all  the  members  being 
reqoired  to  remember  and  respect  the  sacredness  of  the  Lord's  Day,  and 
being  trained  to  attend  on  the  ordinances  of  public  worship  on  that  day. 
And  it  should  be  so  also  by  their  being  carefully  preser?ed  from  the  fellow- 
ships and  contaminations  of  the  ricions  and  profane.  '  Come  out  from 
among  them,  and  be  ye  separate,  saith  the  Lord,  aad  touch  not  the  unclean 
thing  i  and  I  will  receive  yon,  and  will  be  a  Father  to  you,  and  ye  shall  be 
my  sons  and  daughters,  saith  the  Lord  Almighty'  (2  Cor.  vi.  17,  18).  How 
explicit  this  call  1  How  solemn  the  name  and  authority  in  which  it  is  gives ! 
And  how  foolish  to  expect  the  divine  blessing  when  it  is  not  attended  to ! 

In  conclusion,  such,  dear  brethren,  are  some  of  the  most  obvious  and 
important  conditions  of  household  salvation;  and  while  we  trust  they  are 
already  generally  attended  to  among  you,  we  would  earnestly  commend  them 
to  yonr  further  consideration  and  constant  remembrance.  If  religion  be  the 
Fining  power  in  yonr  honaeholds — if  yon  and  yours  are  serving  the  Lord 
daily,  striving  to  walk  in  all  His  conunandments  and  ordinances  blameless, 
who  can  doabt  that  the  protection  and  blessing  of  Ood  will  be  over  these 
households,  that  all  things  shall  work  together  for  their  good,  and  that 
throngh  grace  all  the  members  of  these  honaeholds  will  at  last  appear  among 
the  congregation  of  the  righteous,  'accepted  in  theBeloved'l  May  God 
grant  that  it  may  be  so !    Amen. 


BLAISE  PASCAL. 

r  REV.  WILLUM  TnKNER,  EMNBOROB. 


Blaise  Pascal  was  born  at  Clermont,  in  France,  in  1623.  His  father,  Etienneor 
Stephen  Pascal,  held  a  coasiderable  Govcronicnt  situation  in  that  towu,  and  was  a 
person  of  culture,  diatiiiguialied  especially  for  his  acquaiutaoce  with  mathematical 
science.  Blaise  was  the  only  son  in  the  family,  ia  which,  however,  there  were  also 
two  daughters — one  older  and  one  yonnger  than  himself.  His  mother  died  when 
he  was  three  years  old.  In  1631,  when  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father 
resigned  his  situation  at  Clermont,  and  heing  possessed  of  a  moderate  fortune, 
went  with  hia  family  to  reside  in  Paris.  There  he  devoted  himaelf  mainly  to  the 
education  of  his  son,  who  was  never  sent  to  school  or  college.  In  1638,  circum- 
ataoces  which  we  cannot  st^p  to  det^  rendered  the  elder  Pascal  an  object  of 
BQBpicioD  and  dislike  to  Cardinal  Richelieu,  the  famous  prime  minister  of  Ibe  reign- 
ing sovereign,  Louia  XIII.,  and  he  found  it  expedient  to  leave  Paris  for  a.  time,  and 
tf£e  refuge  in  his  native  province,  Auvergne.  In  the  following  year,  however,  the 
Cardinal's  disaffection  towards  M.  Pascal  was  removed,  and  he  was  led,  in  a  some- 
what curious  way,  to  take  a  peculiar  interest  in  him  sod  his  family.  Through  the 
great  man's  patronage  he  obtained  the  position  of  Comptroller  of  Rouen,  in  which 
town  he  lived  with  his  children  for  seven  years.  Thereafter  he  returned  to  Paris, 
and  there,  two  years  later,  he  died,  in  1651.  His  son,  who  continued  thencefor- 
ward to  reside  in  the  capital,  had  unce  he  was  eighteen  suffered  constantly,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  from  bad  health,  induced,  apparently,  by  over- application  to 
study.  His  infirmities  gradually  grew  upon  him,  so  that  lie  became  almoat  in- 
capable of  any  continuous  effort,  and  in  1662  he  alao  died,  at  the  age  of  thirtv- 
oine.  His  younger  sister,  Jacqueline  Pascal,  became  an  inmate,  in  1653,  of  the 
famous  religious  house  at  Port  Royal,  near  Paris,  and  died  there  before  her  brother, 
aged  thirty-sii.  Hia  elder  sister  married  M.  Ferier,  and  survived  her  brother,  of 
whose  life  she  baa  written  a  brief  memoir. 

Thus  abort  and  uneventful  outwardly  was  the  career  of  the  man  whose  s[»ritual 
life  we  desire  to  contemplate.    We  have~  first  of  all  to  glance  at  his  surroundings. 

■'le 
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Tbo  age  in  which  he  lived  was  a  remarkable  one.  It  was  the  age  of  Bichelien  and 
Lonia  xrv.  in  France ;  of  Charles  I.  and  Cromwell  in  England.  The  two  great 
spiritual  movemoits  which  have  given  form  and  colour  to  the  civilisation  ot  tin 
modem  world, — the  revival  of  philcBOphy,  and  the  reformation  from  Fopery, — had 
for  more  than  a  ^entur;  been  working  in  the  minde  of  men,  and  arousing  Ennme 
from  the  slumber  of  the  Middle  Ages.  Bacon  bad  written,  Galileo  had  expen- 
mented,  Kepler  had  calculated,  aud  science  under  such  leadership  had  al^dy 
achieved  some  signal  triumphs — first-fruits  of  the  bountiful  harvest  which  has  since 
been  reaped.  Still  niore,  Luther  bad  nailed  his  theses  to  the  church-door  st  ffnrt- 
emberg,  and  had  defied  the  might  of  the  Pope  and  the  devil ;  and  Calvin,  widi 
greater  calmness  and  solidity,  h^  laid  the  subetructionB  of  Froteetant  doctrine  and 
of  a  reformed  Chnrch.  The  Koman  Catholic  world  had  been  rent  by  this  great 
schism,  and  throughout  wmtem  Europe  the  disturbing  influence  had  been  felt; 
■while  a  new  and  formidable  body  had  sprung  into  eiiBtence,  and  had  everywiiere 
extended  its  ramifications — the  Society  of  Jeaua,  pledged  to  eustain  by  sll  means, 
fair  or  foul,  the  tottering  fabric  of  the  Papacy.  It  was  the  age  of  Bobbea,  of 
Milton,  of  Locke,  in  England ;  of  Descartes,  of  Gassendi,  of  Amauld,  and  Nicole  in 
France ;  of  TorriceUi,  Tycho  Brahe,  Copernicus,  elsewhere.  Bacon  died  in  the 
same  year  in  which  Pascal  lost  his  mother,  and  NewtOD  was  bom  when  he  had  yet 
twenty  years  of  his  life  to  spend.  Hia  lot  was  cast  in  the  early  spring-time  fd  OUT 
modern  culture ;  and  in  the  religious  and  political  atmosphere  of  the  world,  Mardi 
weather  prevailed,  unsettled  and  capricious,  stonnj  and  trying,  with  occaraonal 
genial  gleams  giving  intimation  that  summer  was.  coming.  The  old  aud  the  new 
were  struggling  in  earnest  and  often  fierce  contention, — old  feudality  and  absolut- 
ism in  government  against  the  rising  spirit  of  social  equality  and  political  freedom; 
old  superstition  and  spiritual  despotism  against  the  advancing  force  of  free  and 
fearless  inquiry.  In  uie  strife,  the  powers  arrayed  upon  the  side  of  the  old  were 
naturally  m  posBCSsion,  for  the  most  part,  of  political  influence  and  mat^fial 
might,  and  the;  were  not  scrupulous  in  wielding  the  physical  arm  in  the  Tain 
attempt  to  crush  the  new  stirrings  of  spiritual  life. 

In  that  age  of  remarkable  men,  Pascal  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable,  exalted 
alike  b^  the  splendour  of  his  genius  and  by  the  beauty  of  his  moral  character.  The 
works,  indeed,  which  he  has  left  behind  him  as  bis  monument  are  small  in  balk, 
but  in  quaUty  th^  are  admiiable,  leaving  upon  the  appreciative  reader  the 
impression  that,  with  more  yeaisandflimerh'^tb,  he  might  hare  taken  rank  among 
the  foremost  writers  of  aU  time.  His  life  is  interesting  in  more  than  one  aspect. 
He  has  left  his  mark  on  the  history  of  science,  on  the  history  of  French  literature, 
on  the  history  of  the  Catholic  Church,  on  the  history  of  philosophical  theology. 
To  us,  his  career  appears  chiefly  worth  commemoration  as  presenting  the  testimony 
of  the  highest  genius  to  the  truth  and  power  of  the  Christian  religion.  It  is  an 
exhibition  of  the  true  end  of  life  intelligently,  heartily,  patiently  pursued. 

Pascal's  life  presente  three  main  bursts  of  intellectual  and  spiritual  activity. 
During  his  short  ;^ear,  the  soil  of  his  mind  brought  forth  three  crops,  and  bis  ■woAa 
may  be  gathered  into  three  bundlee  or  sheaves.  Or  if  we  liken  liis  life  to  a  poem, 
then,  with  the  old  mbstrels,  we  have  to  divide  it  iotfl  three  fyttes  or  rhapeodiea; 
aud  in  each  he  gains,  with  the  inimitable  ease  and  certainty  of  genius,  the  highest 
honours.  The  firet  ^te  is  scientific ;  the  second,  controversial ;  the  third,  religuns. 
To  this  threefold  spiritual  ef^orescence,  with  its  several  occaaions  and  motiveB,  let 
tu  now  advert. 

The  first  love  which  the  heart  ot  Pascal  entertained,  as  it  is  the  flist  love  of  aD 
ingenuous  youth,  was  the  love  of  knowledge.  The  first  queen  of  bisaffeotionawas 
science,  and  to  her  he  yielded  for  a  time  an  entire  devotion.  Hia  sister  tcstifiea, 
that  from  his  infancy  he  was  distinguished  by  unusual  quickness  i)f  apprehensiiMi 
and  eagerness  of  inquiry.  It  was  mentioned  that  his  education  was  conducted 
entirely  at  home,  and  by  his  father.  With  most  bojs,  the  attempt  to  impart  to 
them  knowledge  and  call  forth  their  mental  powers  in  seclusion,  away  from  the 
stimulus  of  public  competition,  would  prove  a  failure ;  with  young  Pascal  it  was 
only  too  great  a  success.  Moat  require  the  spur ;  he  needed  to  be  held  in  as 'with 
bit  and  bridle.'  In  his  own  (hirst  for  information  he  had  a  atimulus  more  tian 
sufficient ;  what  his  father  had  to  do  was  to  reetrain  and  lo  guide.    He  was  not 
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allowed  to  begin  the  ttadj  of  Latin  till  lie  was  twelve.  At  that  time  he  was 
expreflslj  prohibited  from  Uie  etndy  of  mathematicfi,  and  all  his  father's  books  on 
that  sabject  were  carefully  pat  out  of  hU  reach  ;  bnt  he  was  promiHed,  that  when 
he  knew  Latin  and  Greek,  thea  he  would  be  priTileged  to  taste  the  fruit  of  thia 
meanwhUe  forbidden  tree  of  knowledge.  The  prohibition  aroused  the  child's 
curiositf,  and  he  asked  his  father  what  this  science  of  mathematica  was,  and  what 
it  treated  of.  He  was  pnt  oS  with  the  statement  that  it  furnished  the  means  of 
m&kkig  figures  ^orrectl;  and  of  discorering  the  proportions  between  them,  and  he 
was  t^d  that  he  must  not  speak  more  upon  the  aubject.  But  his  spirit  was  not 
to  be  thus  confined.  The  hint  he  had  got  was  enough  for  a  beginning.  TTpon 
the  fioor  of  his  play-room  he  set  himself  to  describe  lines  and  triangles  and  ciitilM 
with  a  bit  of  coal.  He  found  out  the  niethod  of  their  accnrate  formation,  and 
went  on  to  consider  their  properties  and  relations,  with  tlie  eager  and  fearful  ioj 
of  one  who  is  trespassing  on  delightful  bat  forbidden  ground.  He  had  thus 
adTftnced,  all  b;  himself,  in  hia  iDTeatigation  of  tlie  properties  of  triangles  as  fat  as 
to  that  proposition  which  forms  the  thirty-second  M  the  first  book  of  Euclid, 
sad  this  he  was  one  day  poring  over,  too  intent  to  notice  the  sound  of  advancing 
steps,  when  his  father  stood  over  him,  and  asked  what  he  was  doing.  He  was 
fairly  caught,  but  the  anger  of  hia  father  at  his  disobedience  wns  more  than  over- 
balanced by  astonishment  and  delight  at  the  discoTeryof  tl  .■  unaided  progress 
which  the  boy  had  made  in  his  own  favourite  study.  WiUicut  saying  a  word,  he 
left  him  to  consult  a  friend,  whose  judgment  he  trnated,  as  to  Wie  course  he  should 
take  with  this  prodi^ ;  and  as  the  result  of  their  deliberations,  the  boy  of  twelve 
was  indulged  witli  a  Euclid,  and  permission  to  read  it  during  play-hours.  Thus, 
without  needing  instruction,  and  merely  as  a  recreation,  he  mastwed  the  elements 
of  geometry ;  and  his  progress  in  the  higher  branches  of  mathematical  knowledge 
was  Borap^,  that  he  began  forthwith  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings  of  a  scientific 
Bocie^,  coibposed  of  a  number  of  the  leading  physical  philoeopbers  in  Paris,  which 
met  weekly  in  his  father's  house,  and  which  formed  the  germ  of  the  famous  French 
Academy  of  Sciences,  constituted  by  royal  authority  in  1666,  and  ever  since  one 
of  the  chief  scientific  corporations  in  the  world.  To  these  learned  conferences  the 
boy  contributed  Ms  share  of  inquiries  and  of  studies,  and  when  he  was  sixteen 
produced  a  treatise  on  conic  sections,  which  his  friends  declared  had  not  been 
equaUed  since  the  days  of  Archimedes,  and  which  thephilosopher  Descartes  could 
not  believe  to  have  been  written  by  auch  a  youth.  Wben  be  was  about  eighteen, 
he  applied  himself  to  the  invention  of  a  calculating  machine,  with  the  special  view 
of  aidmg  his  father  in  calculations  connected  with  his  sitnation  at  Rouen.  He 
foond  no  djffioidty  in  the  contrivance  of  the  plan,  but  the  application  necessary  tea 
the  instruction  and  superintendence  of  the  workmen  employed  to  set  it  up  was  so 
great,  as^to  make  a  senoua  and  irremediable  inroad  upon  hia  health.  The  machines 
fully  answered  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended  -,  and  after  the  death  of  its 
inventor  it  attracted  the  attention  and  wonder  of  the  great  GJerman  philosopher 
Leibnitz,  who  expressed  a  wish  to  see  the  plan  developed  and  perfected^a  feat 
which  b^  been  achieved  in  our  own  day,  and  in  our  own  country,  by  the  Englishman 
Babbage.  A  year  or  two  after,  when  he  was  twenty-three,  Pascal  settled  an 
important  problem  of  physical  science,  by  which  a  flood  of  new  li^ht  was  thrown 
upon  a  large  body  of  familiar  facts.  The  problem  was  to  eiplain  the  rising  of 
water  in  a  pump  as  the  air  is  exhausted  by  the  sucker.  The  old  and  universally- 
accepted  explaiuition  was  furnished  in  the  words,  'Natnre  abhors  a  vacuum,' — a 
maxim  which  till  that  age  had  passed  unquestioned.  GalQeo,  however,  the  famous 
Italian  philosopher,  had  ventured  to  doubt  this  principle,-  and  had  found  out  that 
the  air  had  weight.  Torricelli,  his  disciple,  had  mvented  the  barometer ;  and  not 
only  so,  bad  referred  the  fact  that  the  mercury  stood  at  the  height  of  about  SO 
inches  in  the  tube  to  its  being  balanced  by  the  weight  of  the  atmosphere  pressing 
on  the  open  glass ;  and  had  appUed  the  same  explanation  to  the  fact  that  water 
stood  at  about  32  feet  in  a  pomp.  This  he  published  in  1645,  when  Pascal  was  at 
Bouen.  The  explanation,  however,  was  regarded  as  doubtful,  and  many  preferred 
tie  old  comprehensive  principle — Nature  abhors  a  vacuum.  The  young  Pascal 
bethought  bun  of  a  testing  eijieriment.  He  considered,  if  the  phenomenon  of  the 
meroory  in  the  barometer  bedae  to  nature's  abhorrence  of  a  vacuum,  the  mercury 
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will  Htaad  nB  high  at  tbe  top  of  a  moimtain  as  at  the  bottom,  for  '  it  is  abnud,'  he 
argiied,  '  to  suppose  that  nature  abhors  a  racuuin  more  at  the  bottom  ol  a  monn- 
tain  than  at  the  top  of  it ; '  and  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  be  dae  to  the  weigbt  el 
the  atmosphere,  then  the  merciuy  vill  not  stand  ao  high  at  the  top  of  a  mountam, 
for  there  it  iabalaaced  by  a  short«r  oolumn  of  air.  He  instructed  hia  brother-in- 
law,  H.  Perier,  to  make  the  experiment  at  the  Pnj-de-DOme,  a  mountaiu  neu 
Clermont ;  and  he  afterwards  repeated  it  for  himself  on  one  of  the  steeples  iu  Puis. 
The  result,  of  coiuae,  was,  that  the  merciuy  did  not  stand  so  high  on  the  e1eral«d 
position  as  on  the  surface  of  the  earth ;  the  old  error  about  the  vacilom  was  for  ever 
exploded,  and  the  true  cause  of  the  nse  of  liquids  in  vessels  from  which  the  lii 
has  been  withdrawn  irrefragablj  demonstrated.  Another  diacoTeiy  belonging  to  the 
department  of  pure  mathematics,  and  strikingly  illustrative  of  his  scient^c  genioa, 
stands  connected  with  the  name  of  Faecal.  It  belongs,  indeed,  as  to  date,  to  alater 
period  of  hia  life,  though,  as  to  character,  exhibiting  that  aspect  of  hia  mentil 
endovments  with  which  we  ore  presently  concerned.  I  refer  to  hia  demonstration 
of  the  properties  of  the  eydoid.  The  cycloid  is  the  curve  generated  by  the  moticn 
of  a  point  in  the  circumference  of  acircle  which  rolls  along  a  strait  line.  Aprizehtd 
for  some  time  been  offered  for  the  solution  of  the  problems  connected  witli  thi) 
figure,  and  no  satisfactory  response  had  been  render^.  About  three  or  four  yean 
before  his  death,  Pascal  was  doomed  to  long  nighta  of  wakefulness  by  an  excrud- 
ating  paJQ  in  his  teeth.  He  had  long  renounced  all  his  youthful  mathematics 
studies,  and  devoted  what  strength  he  had  to  Other  and  higher  work.  Vn&tei, 
however,  by  pain  and  sleeplesBueaB  for  more  arduous  thouebt,  his  mind  bov^ 
diversion  in  the  old  channels  ;  and  one  night,  almost  without  design,  some  thoughts 
about  the  cycloid  started  up.  One  idea  suggested  another,  till  the  whole  matter 
Stood  before  bis  viewwithaolearnesa  and  com^eteneas  which  anrprised  himself.  He 
scrupled  to  publish  what  ho  had  discovered,  lest  the  high  spiriCuahty  of  soul  at  wbicb 
he  auned  should  beinjuredby  even  a  partial  return  to  such  secular  pursuits;  but  on 
consulting  a  friend,  his  scruples  were  overcome,  and  this  other  honour  was  added.to 
the  name  of  Pascal.  These  achievements,  marvellous  in  themselves,  and  apeciiUy 
marvellous  when  viewed  along  with  the  youth  and  other  cirou instances  of  the 
author,  have  given  to  Pascal  an  enduring  place  in  the  history  of  science.  Iliey 
show  him  to  have  been  endowed  with  intellectual  powers  of  the  highest  kind, 
qualifying  him  to  attain  almost  any  position,  however  lofty,  in  the  temple  of  feme, 
and  to  pluck  with  ease  the  richest  fruits  of  philosophic  inquiry. 

A  change,  however,  came  over  PascaFs  spirit,  which  led  to  his  renuDciation 
of  science,  and  to  his  devoting  himself  to  other  and  more  spiritual  pursuits.  We 
have  the  testimony  of  his  sister  that  his  youth  had  been  markedly  free  fHan 
every  form  of  vice.  He  had  been  trained  by  bis  excellent  father  in  the  knowledge 
of  religious  truth,  and  in  the  regular  practice  of  religious  duties,  according  to 
the  ritea  of  the  Roman  Cathohc  Church ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  bis  scientific 
inqnirit:!S  had,  as  often  happens,  inchned  his  spirit  in  any  degree  towards  religione 
scepticism.  He  was  an  amiable,  we  11 -principled,  well-conducted,  accomphehed 
yonng  man.  It  happened,  however,  that  immediately  after  bis  experiments  with 
the  barometer,  when  he  was  about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  he  was  led  providen- 
tially to  read  certain  works  of  piety ;  and  '  by  this  reading,'  says  hia  sister,  '  God 
ao  enlightened  him,  that  he  understood  perfectly  that  the  Christian  religion  obliges 
VB  to  five  only  for  God,  and  to  have  no  other  object  but  Him ;  and  this  tniti 
appeared  to  him  ao  evident,  so  necessary,  and  so  useful,  that  it  terminated  sU 
his  researches,  ao  that  from  that  time  he  renounced  all  other  kinds  of  knowledge, 
in  order  to  apply  himself  to  the'  one  thing  which  Jesus  Christ  calls  neceeearj.' 
I  shall  have  more  to  say  by  and  by  in  regard  to  the  distinctively  religiooB 
aspect  of  his  life ;  I  mention  the  change  whidi  took  place  when  he  was  twenlj- 
four  in  the  direction  of  his  thoughtsand  feelings  by  way  of  explaining  certain  new 
relations  in  which  he  became  involved,  and  which  led  to  that  which  I  have  called 
the  conlroveTs'ial  fylle  of  his  career.  In  order  to  the  full  comprehension  o(  this, 
it  is  necessary  to  turn  our  attention  to  certain  ecclesiastical  aspects  of  tie  time, 
A  vehement  conflict  was  then  raging  within  the  pale  of  the  Roman  Cathouc 
Church, — the  famous  controversy  between  the  .TanBenists  and  the  Jesuits.  The 
latter  of  these  parties  I  have  already  mentioned.    They  were  (and  are)  a  rdigious 
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Older,  fonnded  b;  Ignatina  I/^ola,  a  Spaniiih  aoldier,  nbotit  the  middle  of  the  sis- 
teenth  cenlurr.  They  were  eatAblished  on  the  prineipleB  of  devoted  service  to  the 
C&OBe  of  tbe  Church,  i.e.  the  RomiBh  Church,  and  iroplidt  and  unquestioning 
obedience  to  the  comniaDde  of  their  general.  As  it  wbb  the  dangers  to  which  the 
stability  of  the  Church  had  become  eiposed  through  the  preaching  of  Lather  and 
the  other  Keformers  which  bad  called  thia  Society  into  enfitence,  it  natorally 
assramed  a  poaition  of  thoroughgoing  antagoniim  to  the  cause  of  the  Beformation. 
This  was  manifested  primarily  in  the  doctrinal  views  which  it  embraced  and 
patronized.  The  Reformation  was  founded  upon  the  reriTal  and  propagation  of 
what  are  commonly  called  the  doctrines  of  grace, — the  doctrines  of  the  lustification 
of  the  sinner  by  faith  alone,  and  of  the  effectual  workios  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  These 
were  subHtantially  the  doctrines  of  the  earl;  Fathers  of  the  Ghorch,  and  they  had 
been  iUastrated  and  defended  with  great  fulness  and  power  by  Augustine,  in  the 
fourtJi  century,  in  his  coatroveisy  with  Pelagius.  While,  however,  profaning  to 
bow  to  the  authority  of  Augustine,  and  revering  him  as  a  taint,  theBomish  Church 
had  largely  departed  from  the  faith  which  he  maintained ;  and  at  the  Council  of 
Trent,  convened  expressly  to  counteract  the  progress  of  the  Reformation,  and  in 
which  Laiuez,  the  ancceasor  of  Loyola  in  the  Generalship  of  the  Jesuits,  was  one  of 
the  most  influential  members,  the  Pelagian  or  semi-Felag^  theology  received 
formal  and  authoritative  expreeuon.  Thero  was  do  wotd,  indeed,  at  Rome  of 
setting  aside  or  rebelling  against  the  authority  of  St.  Augustine,  but  Augustine 
was  interpreted  in  a  sense  opposed  to  hia  real  meaning,  and  the  doctrines  favoured 
by  the  Jesuits  became  the  recognised  doctrines  of  the  Romish  Church.  The  new 
order  thus  triumphed  over  the  creed  of  the  Reformers ;  but  they  sought  universal 
triumph,  and  carried  the  war  into  other  fields.  It  was  one  main  element  of  the 
policy  of  the  Jusuita  so  to  wield  spiritual  power  as  thereby  to  secure  the  atmoet 
worldly  influence,  and  they  recognised  m  the  confessional  especially  a  means  of 
gaining  possession  of  the  ascendancy  they  desired.  They  aimed  to  regulate  the 
judgments  and  consciences  of  those  to  whom  they  stood  in  the  relation  of  spiritual 
adYiaera,  and  their  plan  was  to  '  become  all  things  to  all  men,  if  by  any  means  they 
might,*  not  'save,  but  rule,  men.  They  sought  to  bring  into  their  hands  the 
goremment  of  the  world,  as  Satan  does,  by  patrooiiiing,  flattering,  indulging  the 
tastes,  the  prejudices,  the  weaknesses,  the  very  vices  of  all,  poor  and  rich,  into 
whose  confidence  they  could  gain  aceess.  And  all  this  was  done  under  a  Christian 
form — as  indeed  it  behoved  to  be,  for  they  belonged  to  the  Christian  Church,  were 
the  recognised  soldiers  of  the  Holy  Father,  the  vicar  of  Christ,  and  their  Society 
was  distinguished  by  the  holy  name  of  Jesus.  Hence  it  was  that  among  them  tlie 
study  of  moral  theology  or  casuistical  divinity,  i.e.  the  application  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Bible  to  questions  of  practice,  was  specially  attended  to,  and  by  their 
learned  men  numerous  and  ponderous  volumes  were  written  on  this  subject.  The 
morality  taught  in  these  works,  taking  them  in  the  general,  is  a  morality  of  accom- 
modation,—a  morality  pure  to  the  pure,  strict  to  the  strict,  lax  to  the  lax,  vicitras 
to  the  vicdous ;  rendenng  excellent  reasons  for  obeying  the  law  of  God  when 
obedience  seems  convenient,  and  furnishing  equally  excellent  reasons  for  disobedi- 
ence if  people  should  find  it  more  agreeable  to  disobey ;  in  a  word,  setting  forth, 
under  the  forms  of  entire  deference  to  Scripture  and  to  sacred  tlungs,  the  most 
approved  methods  of  misleading  the  conscience  and  of  making  sin  easy. 

Anti-evangelicsl  doctrine  had  triumphed  at  Trent ;  Jesuitical  morality  was 
spreading  like  a  canker  throughout  society,  and  the  new  order  had  been  pubUcly 
rMognieel  and  honoured  by  the  authority  of  the  Papal  Chair ;  yet,  at  the  Idme  of 
which  we  speak,  there  were  still  in  the  Roman  Catholic  world  many  earnest  and 


e- asserted,  and  v 


these,  solicitous  for  the  spiritn^  welfare  of  the  Roman  CathoUc  Church,  had  learned 
to  mark  with  aversion  and  alarm  the  growing  ascendancy  of  the  principles  of 
Jeaaitism,  and  these,  in  France  at  least,  found  a  rallying-point  in  the  other  party 
which  I  have  named.  The  Jansenists  took  their  name  from  Cornelius  Jansen,  who 
died  in  1638,  Bishop  of  Ypres,  in  Bel^um.  He  had  been  led  to  study  with  peculiar 
care  and  interest  the  wwts  of  Augustine,  imdhe  grieved  over  the  prevalenceofthoee 
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dootrineB  in  ttu  Chnreh  vhich  tiiat  F&ther  )u>d  spent  hia  Rbrangth  in  opponiiK.  Ab 
the  reeolt  of  his  life-Ion^  stndiee  and  laboura,  he  1^  behind  him  an  imprinted  weak, 
entitled  Augtutimu,  setting  forth  in  full  detail  the  doctrines  of  grace  as  presented  in 
the  writings  of  his  faTonrite  anther.  This  work  was  published  two  years  after  its 
anthor's  dMtb,  and  it  at  once  became  &  centre  of  attraction  to  the  evangelical  par^ 
amODg  the  Catholics,  and  the  object  of  attack  to  the  Pelagian  or  the  Jesuiticsl. 

Into  the  particnlajs  of  the  steife  1  cannot  enter,  bat  it  is  neceeeaiy  to  explain 
how  Pascal  was  drawn  into  it.  There  was  a  religions  house  near  Paris,  known  u 
tJie  establishment  of  Port  Royal,  consisting  o!  two  departments, — one  i(X  females, 
tiie  other  for  males.     Among  the  msle  reclnsea  were  numbered,  at  the  period  in 

aaestion,  some  of  the  most  distinguished  scholars  and  writers  in  France,  and  in 
leir  pursoits  literature  and  sdence  were  mingled  with  the  eierciaea  of  derodtHL 
For  several  reasons,  the  Port-Boyalists  became  xealous  and  prominent  favoureni  of 
Jansenism.  The  principal  reason  donbtlees  was,  that  the  pure  erangelical  doctrine 
of  the  andent  Ghorch  was  most  congenial  to  their  pious  spirits  and  scriptnrally- 
instmcted  minds.  But  there^were  other  more  accidental  reasons.  The  spiritual 
director  of  the  Port  Royal  nuns  was  the  Abb*  of  St  Gyran,  who  had  been  throi^Eh 
life  Jansen's  bosom  friend,  who  was  a  principal  supporter  of  his  opinions,  and  a 
principal  object  of  the  enmity  and  p^seculion  of  the  Jesuits.  Horeorer,  another 
leading  champion  of  the  Jansemsts  was  Anthony  Anianld,  a  doctor  of  the  Sorbonne, 
and  a  man  of  immense  energy  and  learning ;  and  of  his  sisters,  two  were  in 
SucceesioQ  AblKAes  of  the  Fort  Royal  nnnseiy,  while  it  is  said  that  eighteen  in  all 
of  his  family  were  inmates  of  the  hermitage.  Now  with  Port  Royal  and  its  inmates 
I'ascal  was  intimately  associated.  Through  his  inSuence,  his  ^ter  Jacqueline 
joined  the  establishment,  and  his  niece  also,  Hdlle.  Perier,  became  one  of  its  num. 
Several  of  the  leading  male  recluses  were  among  his  moat  intimate  friends.  '  With 
a  fni^e  frame,  the  victim  of  complicated  di^ase,  and  a  delicacy  of  spirit  almost 
feminme,  he  found  a  congenial  retreat  amidst  these  literary  solituoes ;  while 
with  his  clear  and  cempreheni^ve  mind,  and  his  genuine  piety  of  heart,  he  oonld 
not  fail  t«  sympathize  with  those  who  sought  to  remove  &^>m  the  Church  oormp- 
tions  which  he  siacerely  deplored,  and  to  renovate  the  apirit  of  that  Christunity 
which  he  loved  far  above  any  of  its  organized  forms.*  As  I  have  said,  Anthony 
Amauld  was  specially  obnoxious  to  the  Jesuits,  and  certain  letters  he  had  pablished 
agunst  their  tenets  and  practices  led  them  to  strain  every  nerve  to  secure  his 
expulsion  from  the  university  in  which  he  was  a  doctor  of  divinity.  The  qneataon 
of  his  expulsion  was  being  agitated  before  the  Sorbonne,  or  divinity  faculty,  wheal 
a  few  of  bis  friends,  including  Pascal,  met  privately  at  the  Port  Boyal  to  consult  U 
to  the  measures  to  be  adopted  in  his  defence.  By  them  it  was  suggested  to 
Amaold  that  he  should  draw  out  and  print  a  vindication  of  his  principles  and 
conduct;  He  did  so,  and  read  to  them  a  long  and  elaborate,  but  somewhat  diy 
and  heavy  paper.  '  His  audience  listened  in  cold  silence,  upon  which  he  remsrked ; 
"I  see  you  don't  think  highly  of  my  production,  and  I  believe  you  are  right;  bnt," 
tnining  himself  round  and  addressing  Pascal,  "  you  who  are  young,  why  cannot 
yon  produce  something?  "  '  The  appeal  was  not  lost,  and  retiring  to  his  room, 
PssetU  produced  in  a  few  hours  the  first  Letter  to  a  Provinoial.  On  his  reading 
this  to  ibe  assembled  friends,  Amauld  exclaimed :  '  That  is  excellent !  thatwiU  go 
down ;  we  must  have  it  printed  immediately.'  It  wag  done,  and  ttie  pnUieatioa 
took  at  once  and  immensely.  Pascal,  with  the  infallible  intuition  of  genins,  bad 
struck  the  right  strain.  The  tide  of  popular  favour  was  diverted  from  the  Jesuits, 
and  turned  to  their  oppouents.  He  continued  to  write  and  publish,  at  intervab 
varying  from  a  week  to  a  month,  a  succession  of  letters,  to  the  number  of  eighteei), 
and  this  collection  forms  the  famous  Provincial  Letterg.  They  '  were  pubUshad 
anonymouslv,  under  the  fictitious  signatnre  of  Louis  de  Hontalte,  and  tlie  greatart 
care  was  taken  to  preserve  the  secret  of  their  authorship.  As  is  common  on  bU 
such  occasionfi,  many  were  the  guesses  made  and  the  false  reports  circulated ;  Iwrt 
beyond  the  circle  of  Pascal's  personal  friends,  none  knew  him  to  be  the  writw,  na( 
was  Hie  fact  certsinly  or  publicly  known  till  after  hia  death.'  '  All  acoounts  agree  in 
stating  that  the  impression  produced  by  the  ProvindaU  on  their  first  appearanoa 
W  qnite  miexampled.  They  were  drculated  in  thousands  in  Paris  and  throa|^ 
out  France.    Speaking  of  the  fint  letter,  Father  Duiel  says :  "  It  created  a  fracH 
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which  filled  the  fathers  of  Ae  Society  with  oomsUnuikoL  Never  did  tba  Foat- 
Office  reap  greater  profits;  copaes  were  despatched  OTer  Uie  whole  kingdtsn.  The 
serenfh  found  its  way  to  Cardinal  Hazarin,  who  laughed  over  it  yerf  heartily."  la 
short,  everybody  read  the  "  Little  Letters ;  "  and  whatever  might  be  their  opiuioDS 
oa  the  points  in  dispute,  all  agreed  in  ■dmiring  the  genius  whiah  they  displayed. 
They  were  found  lying  on  the  merchant's  coaater,  the  lawyer's  desk,  the  ^>clor'R 
table,  the  lady's  toilet ;  everywhere  they  were  sought  for  and  perused  with  the 
same  avidity.  The  Jesuits  were  fairly  checkmated  ;  and  thoogh  they  succeeded  in 
carrying  through  the  censure  of  Amauld,  public  sympathy  was  enlisted  in  his 
favour.  The  coufesaionalB  and  churches  of  the  Jesoite  were  deserted,  while  those 
of  their  opponents  were  crowded  with  admiring  thouBanda,  "  That  book  alone," 
says  one  of  ita  bitterest  opponents,  "  hss  done  moni  for  the  Jansenists  than  the 
Augastinus  of  Jansen  and  all  the  works  of  Amauld  put  together,'"  The  Provincwl 
Letters  have  by  oniverBal  consent  been  elevated  to  the  highest  place  in  the  literature 
of  their  country  \  writ«r8  of  all  claaaea  and  forms  of  opinion  who  are  competent  to 
judge  have  coucurred  to  bear  testimony  to  their  inimitable  literary  excellence. 
'  Boileau  pronounced  it  a  work  that  has  surpassed  at  once  the  ancienta  and  the 
modems.  Perrault  haB  given  a  eimilar  judgment :  "  There  is  more  wit  in  these 
dghteeo  letters  than  in  Plato's  Dialogues,  more  delicate  and  artful  raillery  than  in 
those  of  Lucian,  and  more  strength  and  iugenuitf  of  reaBoning  than  in  the  orations 
of  Cicero,  We  have  nothing  more  beautiful  in  this  species  oi  writing."  "  Pascal's 
S^le,"  says  the  Abb^  d'Artigny,  "  has  never  been  surpassed,  nor  per&ps  equalled." 
The  high  encomium  of  Voltaire  is  well  known  :  "  The  Provincial  Letters  are  models 
of  eloquence  and  pleasantry.  The  best  comedies  of  Moli^e  have  not  more  wit 
ia  them  than  the  first  letters.  Boesuet  has  nothing  more  sublime  than  the  con- 
cluding ones."  Agmn,  ^e  same  writer  says:  "The  first  book  of  genius  that 
appeared  in  prose  was  the  collection  of  the  Provincial  Letters.  Exami^  of  every 
species  of  eloquence  may  there  be  found.  There  is  not  a  single  word  in  it  which, 
after  a  hundrwi  years,  has  undergone  the  chaage  to  which  all  living  languages  are 
subject.  We  may  refer  to  this  work  the  ei'a  when  our  language  becwne  fixed. 
The  Bishop  of  Lu^on  told  me  that,  having  asked  the  Bishop  of  Meauz  what  work 
be  would  most  wish  to  be  the  author  o^  setting  Us  own  works  aside,  Boseuet 
instantly  replied,  ' The  Proiineiai  Letters'  " '  ' Pascal  succeeded  beyond  all ex- 
pressioQ,'  says  D'Alembert ;  '  several  of  his  hoii-motr  have  become  proverbial  in 
oar  language,  and  the  Provincials  will  ever  be  regarded  as  a  model  of  taste  aitd 
style.' 

The  subject  and  the  occasion  were  such  as  to  call  into  exercise  all  the  powers  of 
our  author.  He  had  learned  from  his  own  spiritual  experience  to  appreciate  the 
truth  and  the  value  of  those  doctrines  of  grace  which  the  Jansenists  maintained 
and  the  Jesuits  sought  to  overthrow,  flot  only  all  his  deepest  and  most  sacred 
convictions — his  warmest  personal  attachments  also  bound  nim  io  the  same  aide. 
Bis  sympathies  were  stirred  hy  the  misrepresentations,  the  calumnies,  the  perse- 
cations  endured  by  his  friends ;  and  his  sentiments  of  righteous  indignation  were 
aroused  to  the  utmost  bf  the  inveterate  malice,  the  worldly  and  unscrupulous 
policy,  the  corrupt  morahty  manifest  on  the  part  of  their  enemies.  Perhaps  he 
might  have  been  deterred  from  taking  a  public  stand  against  bo  p:>werful  a  body 
as  the  Society  of  Jesus  by  fear  of  the  secular  and  civil  influence  which  was  at 
their  command ;  hut  from  this  fear  he  waa  reUeved  by  the  incognito  under  which 
he  wrote,  and  which  he  contrived  to  fweserve.  Nor  was  the  vigour  of  his  assault 
restrained  by  any  religious  scruples  arising  from  the  relations  in  which  the  Society 
stood  to  the  Pope,  and  the  Catholic  Church.  To  us  Protestants,  the  system  of 
Jesuitism  is  identified  with  the  Papacy,  and  appears  simply  one  of  the  natural 
manifestatiuns  of  the  deep  spiritual  corruption  which  pervades  the  whole  religion 
and  polity  of  Rome.  ToTascsl,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Church,  with  the  Pope  at 
ita  head,  was  the  embodiment  of  ail  that  was  venerable  and  holy, — '  the  pillar  and 
ground  of  the  truth,'  the  one  channel  of  light  and  of  salvation  for  the  world  j  and 
Jesuitism  appeared  an  unnatural  and  hideous  excrescence  upon  the  Church's  body, 
weakening  its  power  and  marring  its  beauty.  If  he  hated  Luther  and  the  Re- 
formers as  the  Church's  open  enemies,  he  hated  the  Jesuits  even  more  as  its 
secret  corrupters  and  betrayers  ;  and  this  zeal  for  the  Church  and  for  the  Chris- 
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tian  cuue  oombined  with  every  other  motive  to  urge  hinf  on  with  aO  Ub  etreugth 
to  thia  conteBt  ThoB  impelled,  Pascal  haa  produced  perbaps  the  moat  effective 
and  witherine  expomre  of  a  coirupt  ajstem  ever  written.  Leaming,  wit,  and 
doqnence,  aU  of  uie  higfaeet  kind,  are  employed  to  wing  the  shafta  with  which  tlie 
heart  of  Jesnitiam  ia  transfixed.  He  ahowa  ht  irrefragable  evidence,  hj  citationi 
from  their  own  most  renowned  and  accredited  doctora,  that  the  whole  teaching  of 
the  Society  ia  fitted  to  aanction  ain,  and  to  render  tiie  oonsctencea  of  men  eaxj 
eren  in  regard  to  tlie  oommisilion  of  the  most  glaring  iniqoitiea. 
{To  be  centinued.) 
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BY  REV.  WILLIAM  THOUSON,  BQINBDBaH. 

Chapter  III. — The  Paraphexses. —  that  Chnrch.    Hia  father  being  a  hnm- 

MicaAEL  Brcce.  ble  operative  weaver,  young  Bruce  wu 

Par.  «i.  0  happy  ia  Oie  man  who  t*^'"-  *•?  V""-*  "*"'  c<«'«i™  °t  familj 

hears  poverty,  on  his  own  efforta  for  a  eubsB- 

„      ilviii  Ut  Chriatian  faili   and  tence  during  the  Univetaity  receas;  and, 

hope  dispel  '^  many  students  have   done  amce  hia 

„      liii.   aSe   conJort,    Chriatiana,  •*»?   ^^^'^   aimilarly  circnmatanced,  he 

when  your  trienda.  *<^''    *<>  teaching    a    school,    first  at 

,      Iriii.  Where  high  the  heavenly  Gairney -bridge,  aflerwarda  near  Alloa. 

temple  atanda.  1°  '"^  ^^''^  vUlage,  a  class  for  the 
cultivation  and  practice  of  sacred  mwac 
Although  these  fom  hymns  were  long  ytaa  regularly  held  in  the  aummer  aea- 
BHorihed  to  Logan,  on  the  strength  ot  son, — a  custom  which  is  said  to  have 
hia  own  claim  to  their  authorship,  it  been  kept  np  in  that  neighbourhood 
b  contended  by  Dr.  MacKelvie,  the  bio-  till  a  recent  period,  if  not  to  the  pre- 
grapher  of  Michael  Bruce,  and  others,  sent  day,  and  which  resulted  in  prodnc- 
Biat  they  are  really  the  offspring  of  the  ing  a  taste  and  proficiency  in  psalmo^ 
genins  <rf  that  intereeting  youth,  around  which  have  long  discinguiahed  the 
vhoee  memory  a  mournful  interest  people  there.  Of  this  class  the  young 
lintiera.  The  evidence  ia  specially  student  was  a  member,  being  known  to 
strong  and  conclusive  in  relation  to  have  joined  it  in  the  summer  ot  1764, 
the  last  of  the  tour,  which  every  person  when  he  was  eighteen  years  of  i^ 
of  sound  judgment  and  correct  taste  Having  the  reputation  of  being  an 
prizea  for  ite  touching  pathoa  and  true  eicellent  scholar,  and  of  being  Endowed 
beauty.  The  atory  of  this  youthful  poet  with  poetical  genius,  he  was-  asked  bjr 
— a  Btudent  in  the  Secession  Church —  the  teacher  of  the  class  to  supply 
bears  in  some  points  a  etrong  reaem-  original  verees,  to  he  used  in  anging 
WancetothatofKirke White,  whoflour-  the  tunes  which  they  practised  in  full 
ished  about  forty  years  later.  Jn  both,  hjuTuony,  in  place  ot  certain  doggerel 
the  light  of  poetic  fancy  shone  brightly,  rhymea,  which  were  felt  to  have  a  ludi- 
giving  promise  of  future  distinction;  croua  effect  when  sung  to  aolemn  music, 
both  had  to  contend  with  early  diaad-  That  there  waa  not  wanting  gromid  for 
vantages;  and  in  the  case  of  both,  the  this  desire  of  a  change  will  be  seen 
hope  ot  achieving  great  things  was  all  ^-hen  two  ot  these  doggerel  verses  are 
too  Boon  eitingoiahed  by  death,  at  the  quoted,  as  given  by  Bruce'a  bio- 
early  age  of  twenty-one.     Bruce  waa    imipher' 

Imm  in  March  1746,  in  the  village  of 

KiiinesBwood,  aituated  near  Loehleven,  'TheMartyra tune sbove thereat 

in   the  parish   of    Portmoak,    Kinross-  Diatipguiehed  toby  faroo;      ^ 

shire.     S:  ^died  at  the  University  of  ^l^'^r^^tt"^^""^ 

Edinburgh  for  two  or  more  seaaiona, 

and  became  connected  with  the  Tbeo-  And  again: 

lojfical  Hall   of  tie   SeceBwon  Church,       ,t>  .   t      a      i u  _  j     n   h..  i.i~> 

...ki^h -»oi'k=.,i.n„i..  v.»  1.1=             ■   ■  '  Pair  London  town,  where  dwalla  the  Ung 

which  wastbentaaght  ^  hisown  minis-  Qd  hia  imperial  throne 

ter.  Mr.  Swanston  of  Kinross,  with  the  wiih  all  his  court  mending  him, 

view  ot  preparing  for  the  ministry  in  Still  waiting  him  npon.' 
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In    compliance    with    tltia    T«qaeBt,  uiDounoed  to  liiTti  tba  dMth  of  his  be- 

Bmce  wrote  a  nnmber-of  hjmne,  or,  as  loTedmiQiater,  Mr.  SwaniUtnof  EiDroos, 

they  were  called  in  the  locality,  'gospel  who  li, id  been  seiied  with  a  mortal  ill- 

soimetfi,'    which,    in     consequence     of  ueds  while  anisting  a  brother  miDistn 

thor  being  often  Bang  at  these  mnmcal  at    the   commanion   in   Perth.      Bruce 

rehearsalB,  became  well  known  to  many  was   never   afterwards   seen  to  amile. 

in   the  pariah  of  Portmoak.     This  was  Lingering  on  for  a  few  weeks   longer, 

the  origin  of  the  hymns  '  O  happy  is  he  gently  fell  asleep  on  July  5,  1767,  in 

the  man  who  heaia,'  and  '  Where  high  his  twenty-second  year.    A  leaf  of  I^a 

the    heavenly  temt^e  stands.'      Bruce  Bible  which  lay  on  his  pillow  was  found 

had  attended   only  one  aesaion  of  the  marked  down  b^  his  own  hand  at  the 

Hall  at  Kinrosa  when  declining  health  words  of  Jeremiah  :  '  Weep  ye  not  for 

atreeted  his  coutbs.     The  toil  oi  teach-  the   dead,   neither  bemoan  him.'      The 

ing  a  pahhc  school,  hia  studious  habite,  place  whei«  his  dust  lies,  in  the  church- 

and     the     pTivatioDS     resulting     from  yard   of   Portmoak,   is   marked   by   an 

straitened    means,    added    to    the    se-  obelisk,  whidi  was  erected  in  1812  to 

verity  of  our  winter  climate,  developed  his  memory,  mainly  at  the  instance  of 

in     him     hopeless   pulmonary    disease.  Dr.  Baird,  late  Principal  of  the  Univer- 

Anticipating   its  ffUal   issue,  he  wrote  aity  of  £dinbuTf;h,  who  evinced  a  warm 

the  '  Elegy  on  Spring,'  in  which  occur  and  tender  regard  for  Bnice'a  memory, 

the  well-known  plaintive  lines : —  and  did  mnch  for  ^ears  to  miniater  to 
the  necessities  of  his  aged  and  indigent 

'Now  KpriDg  returns,  but  not  t«  me  retarna  mother  in  her  state  of  widowhood. 

"^•^  J™°^  ^°^  "'  *"'*"■  '""  ''*"  I>™°g  tlie  last  few  months  of  his 

Dim  in  my'brUt  lifa's  dying  Uper  bncnB,  eimtence,  Bruce  had  employed  his  fast- 

Andill  the  joya  of  Ufa  wilh  health  are  fadmgatrengthm copjmginaMS.Tolurae 

flown.'  those  pieces  the  compodtioa  of   which 

had  lieen  his  fsvonrite  pastime  ;  among 

Sustained  by  Christian  hope,  his  spirit  which  were  the   'sonnets,'  which  were 

was  calm  and  cheerful  as  life  slowly  already  well  known  to  a  few  beyond  the 

ebbed  away.     Being  visited  at  this  time  circle  of  his  own  family.      After  his 

by  Mr.  George  Lawson,  then  a  preacher  death,  in  July  1767,  John  Logan,  then 

of  the  gospel  (who  had  been  one  of  his  a  divinity  student,  whose  acquaintance 

chosen  friends  and  associates  at  College,  Bruce  had  made  at  the  University,  and 

and  who  afterwards  became  well  known,  to  whom  the  g^fta  of  the  deceased  poet 

not  only  in  the  body  of  which  he  was  a  were   doubtlees   well    known,    made    a 

distinguiahed   ornament   and   honoured  visit    to    Kinneaswood,    and   obtdeed 

profeasor,  but  far  beyond  it,  as  a  man  possession  of  the  manuscript  volume, 

of  mngular  sagacity,  rare  worth,  and  nn-  under   the    promise    of   publishing    a 

common   attainments),   the  ease,    com-  selection    from    its    contents    for    the 

poBure,  and  spriehtliness  with  which  the  benefit  of  Bruoe's  parents.     The  letters 

invalid  conveieed,contrastingso  strongly  of  the  poet  were  also  placed  in    bis 

with  his  weak   and  wasted   condition,  hands    by    the   various   correspondents 

surprised  his  visitor,  who  could  not  re-  of  Bruce,  whom   Logan  importuned  to 

fnun  from  giving  eipression  to  his  feel-  let  him  have  the  advantage  of  perusing 

ingB.  them  with  ^a  view  to  the  preparation 

'  I  am  glad  to  see  yon  so  cheerful,'  of  a  prefatory  memoir.     I'hree  years 

said  Mr.  I^wson.  elapsed  before  the  promised  publication 

'  Why,'  was  the  reply,  'should  not  a  appeared,   which   it   did   in    1770.      It 

manbedieerfulon  the  verge  of  heaven?'  contained,    however,   no    memoir,   bnt 

'  But,'  rejoined  Mr.  L.,  '  you  are  so  only  a  brief  preface,  consisting  chiefly 

emaciated,  yon  cannot  survive  long.'  of   a   glowing   eulogy  of  Bruce.     Two 

'Youremind me.'saidthedyingyouth,  things  drew   the   attention   and  awoke 

whoee  bright  eyes  lighted  up  his  pale  the    suiprise    and    indignation   of   the 

visage  as  be  spoke,   '  of   the  Irishman  departed  poet's  friends.      The   volume 

who,  when  told  that  his  cabin  was  about  appeared    without   iKe   'gospel   sonneli,' 

to  fall,  answered, — and  I  say  with  him,  which   lingered  in  the  hearts  and  me~ 

— "Let  this  faorel  fall;  it  is  not  mine."'  mories   of    the  villagers;    and   certain 

He  continued  thus  calm  and  com-  piecee  were  included,  which  were  re- 
posed   tut    one   morning    his   mother  feried  to  in  the  preface  aa  the  produc- 
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tioiffl  cd  other  and   anonj/nwui   authori.  shall  confine  ounelTeB  to  a  mera  oaUiue 

'To  make  up  a  miscellany,'  said  the  of  the  case,  as  it  shapes  it«elf  to  our 

preface,  'some  poems,  wrote  by  differ-  juiUm^it. 

ent  authws,  are  inserted, — all  of  them  The  fact  ia  not  denied  that  Logan  got 
<Migiiial,  and  none  of  them  destitute  of  poaseesion  of  Brace's  iiss.  and  corre- 
merit.  The  reader  of  taste  will  easily  qiondence.  No  ose  was  m^de  of  that 
djatinguiah  them  from  tiiose  of  Mr.  coirespoodence  in  writing  even  a  bio- 
Brace,  withont  their  being  particular-  graphical  aketch.  It  was  not  returned  to 
iied  by  any  mark.'  This  treateaent  tvaa  the  Beretal  ovners,  aa  was  promiaed,  but 
i«8ented  at  the  time  by  Bmce's  friends  desUoyed.  It  ie  therefore  clear,  that  if 
KB  an  ACtof  gross  injustice  tohiememory.  Logan  was  disposed  frandulently  to  claim 
The  poet's  &ther  some  time  afterwards  aa  hia  own  the  productiona  of  hie  friend, 
made  a  journey  on  foot  from  EinneBS-  he  got  the  opportunity  of  doinK  ao  with- 
wochI  to  Edinburgh,  for  the  piupoae  of  out  much  risk  of  exposure,  by  deetroving 
rcmonatrating  wi£  Logan  reganfingthe  the  written  evidence  which  might  other- 
nippreanon  w  his  aoirs  lyrical  pieces,  wiae  hare  been  produced  against  him.  It 
and  demanding  the  restoration  of  the  is  not  easy  to  account  for  the  delay  of 
MS.  volome,  but  without  auccess.  Save  three  years  in  fulfilling  his  promise  to 
a  few  loose  papers  of  no  value,  nothing  publish  a  memorial  volume.  The  fact  of 
was  recovered  ;  and  all  the  aatiafactioa  tfte  diBappoictment  and  aurpriae  of 
which  was  given  to  the  diaconaolate  Bmce's  fnends,  occasioned  by  the  ooc- 
paient  by  the.  professed  friend  of  the  appearance  of  his  weil-known  sonnets 
youth  now  in  his  grave,  was  the  ezprea-  and  other  pieces,  is  attested  hy  local  tia- 
aion  of  a  fear  that  the  misaing  leaves  dition,  which  has  been  carefully  collect- 
had  been  used  '  to  singe  fowls  withal.'  ed    and    recorded    by   Dr.    MacKelvie. 

Eleven  yeais  aftenrards  (1781),  'Where  are  my  aon'a  aonneta?'  was  the 
Logan,  who  by  this  time  had  become  exclamation  of  the  poet's  father,  handed 
minister  of  the  Second  Charge  in  the  down  to  a  succeeding  generation.  The 
parish  of  South  Leith,  published  a  inaertion  of  anonymous  pieces  by  other 
volume  of  poema  in  hia  own  name,  in  authora,  without  any  mark  by  which  ti) 
which  there  appeared  some  of  the  misB'  diatingiiish  them  from  Bruce'e  produc- 
ing odes  and  sonnets  of.  Bruce ;  and  tions,  justifies  the  suspicion  of  some 
among  the  latter,  the  two  lyrics  which  ultimate  purpoee  not  reconcilable  with 
form  the  11th  and  58th  Paraphrases,  the  integrity  of  the  editor.  This  pain- 
These,  aa  well  as  the  48th  and  53d  Para>  ful  auapicion  ia  confirmed  by  the  frnit- 
phrases,  were  in  the  same  year  (1781)  lessness  of  the  father's  efiorta  to  recover 
inaerted  aa  Logan'a  contributions,  with  poesesBion  of  the  lent  manuecripls.  The 
some  vert>al  differencea,  in  the  draft  of  eventual  publication  by  Logan  of  the 
the  revised  edition  of  the  collection  of  misMng  pieces,  and  his  cluming  them  as 
Scripture  translations  presented  to  the  hia  own,  reveals  a  motive  which  accounts 
General  AsBembly.  for  the  fraud — if  fraud  was  perpetrated 

The   subject  ia   one   on  which   it   ia  —namely,  the  desire  of  literary  fame, 

painful  to  dwdl,  but,  with  such  an  isaue  Weight  ia  given  to  these  couaiderationa 

placed  before  us,  it  is  imposBible  to  bo  by  one  or  two  damaging  facte.      Firet, 

neutral.     If  the  proof  of  Logoa'a  guilt  Logan,  in  hie  volume  of  poenm,  had  the 

be  insufficient,  let  him  by  all  meana  have  audacity  to  publish  and  claim  aa  hia 

the  benefit  of  the  doubt.     If  otherwise,  own  two  of  the  old  paraphraeea  in  a 

let  the  fraud   be   exposed.      We   have  somewhat  altered  form.    That  collection, 

endeavoured  to  weigh  impartially  what  as  we  have  seen,  was  issued  tmder  the 

has  been  adduced  by  the  apologiate  of  provisional  aanction  of  the  Aeaembly  in 

Logan  in  their  attempt  to  vindicate  hie  1751,  when.  Logan  was  about  threeyeara 

memory  from  the  grave  charge  of  deal-  old  !     One  of  these  hymna — which,  with 

ing  unfaithfully  with  a  deposit  entruated  the  exception  of  the  change  of  a  aingle 

t«  him  in  the  sacred  name  of  friendahip  word  in  the  firat  verse,  and  a  conaider- 

for  the  dead,  but  we  have  been  unable  able  alteration  of  the  last  verse,  is  iden- 

to  diamias  from  our  minds  a  conviction  tical  with  the  2d  Paraphrase,   '0  God 

of  the  strength  of  the  inculpatory  proof,  of  Bethel,  by  whose  hand,'— ia  aubstan- 

Beferring   Uie   reader    who   wiahes    t«  tially  the   ofiapring  of  the  pen  of  Dr. 

examine    the     question    fully    to    Dr.  Doddridge,  having  Men  wriiten  by  him 

UacKelvie's  ample  atatement  of  it,  we  aa  early  as  1736 — that  is,  forty-five  yean 
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before  ita  publication  by  Logan,  and  never  laid  cldm  to  the  aathorahip  of  a 
tvelve  years  before  Logan  was  bom.  irork  which  soon  obtained  a  high  repata- 
The  other  old  pamphraae,  with  altera-  tion  and  a  rapid  sale ;  and  not  a  scrap 
tions,  is  the  melriuit  rendering  of  Isa.  was  found  among  hia  papers  which  cast 
ii.  2-6  ;  'Behold,  the  monntain  of  the  any  light  on  the  subject. 
Lord.'  The  hymn  as  given  by  Logan  is  Such  falae  pretenaiooB  rereal  an  obli- 
greatly  improved,  but  in  botti  Teisions  qoity  or  depravation  of  the  moral  sense 
two  verses  are  identical ;  and  there  is  which  ia  surely  not  incapable  of  perpe- 
thronghout  such  a  measure  of  reaem-  traling  the  fraud  in  question.  To  this  we 
blance  between  them  as  to  set  aside  alt  must  add,  that  when  we  examine  the  im- 
clum  to  originality  in  behalf  of  the  doubted  productions  of  Logan's  fancy, 
amended  edition.  Even  in  regard  to  we  are  struck  with  the  absence  of  those  ' 
tluB  latter,  Dr.  MacKelvie  shows  that  qualities  which  impart  a  nameless  charm 
there  is  good  ground  for  believing  it  to  — the  mark  of  true  genius — to  Bruce'a 
be  in  part  one  of  Bruce's  missing  son-  compositions.  We  perceive,  indeed,  oc- 
nete.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  third  casional  neatness  of  expression,  but  sadly 
verse  is  his : —  marred  by  frequent  bombast  and  estra- 
„,  ,  .„  vagance  ;  and  we  miss  the  simple 
*^Sh^l^h^t:nl^,^''^;'""  ""  t«auty  of.conception  and  hmgua^,  the 
The  King  who  reiRii  in  silem'a  tower.  felicitous  imagery,  the  smoothly  flowing 
Shall  all  the  world  oommsDil.'  rhythm,  the  ease  and  dignity  blended 
with  true  pathos,  which  characterize  the 
efforts  ol  the  poet  of  Lochleven.  Wa 
believe  Logan  to  have  been  incapable, 
1  Dr.  Anderson,  who  was  preparing  both  intellectually  and  spiritually,  of 
a  life  of  the  poet,  gave  his  distinct  testi-  writing  the  58th  Paraphrase. 
mony  that  wiis  verse — the  finest  in  the  The  tender  regrets  which  the  brief 
hymn — was  part  of  one  of  Bruce's  com-  and  chequered  career  of  one  so  gifted, 
positions,  which  'he  remembered  per-  pure,  pious,  and  loveable  as  Bruce,  can- 
fectly.'  Besides,  it  is  admitted  by  the  not  fail  to  excite  in  a  breast  of  ordinary 
writer  of  a  memoir  of  Lt^n,  prefixed  sensibility,^  are  touchingly  expressed  in 
to  one  of  th.e  editions  of  his  sermons,  the  following  tribute,  from  the  pen  of 
that  Logan  did  not  scruple,  as  a  preacher.  Lord  Gmig,  a  judge  of  the  Court  of 
to  borrow  freely  from  others.  He  apeci-  Session,  which-  appeared  in  the  Mirror, 
fies  paaaages  in  cert^n  sermons  as  being  and  which  largely  contributed  to  bring 
borrowed  from  Dr.  Seed  ;  a  passage  in  the  merits  of  the  _poet  into  general 
another  as  being  taken  verbatini  from  notice: — 'Nothing  has  more  the  power 
Dr.  Blair ;  and  a  beantif  ul  passage  in  of  awakening  benevolence  than  the  con- 
auother  as  bein?  taken  from  Bishop  sideratjon  of  genius  thus  depressed  by 
Sherlock — and  all  vrithout  scknowledg-  situation,  suffered  to  pine  in  obscurity, 
ment,  or  any  mark  to  indicate  the  source  and  sometunes,  as  in  the  case  of  this 
whence  they  were  quoted.  Other  pla-  unfortunate  young  man,  to  perish,  it 
giarisms  have  been  detected,  which  it  is  may  be,  for  want  of  those  comforta  and 
not  necessary  to  particularize.  Even  the  conveniences  wluch  might  have  fostered 
lectures  on  the  Philosophy  of  History,  a  delicacy  of  frame  or  of  mind  ill  cal- 
which  Logan  read  in  public  in  Edin-  culated  to  bear  the  hardships  which 
borgh,  and  which  brought  him  some  poverty  lays  upon  both.  For  my  own 
fame,  are  believed,  on  good  gronnds,  to  P^'^t  '^^'^^'  P"^  *^  place  (a  little 
hare  been  the  production  erf  Dr.  Wm.  namlet,  skirted  with  a  circle  of  old  ash- 
Rntherfnrd,  head-master  of  an  academy  trees,  about  two  miles  from  Kinross) 
at  Uzbridge.  They  were  published  where  Michael  resided,  I  never  look  on 
during  Logan's  lifetime,  in  the  name  of  his  dwelling  (a  small  thatched  house, 
Dr.  Butherford,  as  the  first  volume  of  a  distinguished  from  the  cottages  of  the 
work,  which  was  afterwards  extended  other  inhabitants  only  by  a  sashed  win- 
to  a  second  volume,  both  being  evi-  dow  at  the  end  instead  of  a  lattice, 
dently  executed  by  the  same  hand.  The  fringed  with  a  plant  of  honeysuckle 
materials  of  the  first  volume  were  at  which  thepooryoothhadtrainedarouud 
once  recognised  by  Logan's  admirers  as  it),  I  never  find  myself  on  that  spot, 
the  lectures  which  had  so  charmed  them  but  I  stop  my  horse  involuntarily,  and, 
when  they  fell  from  his  lips.    Yet  he  looking  on  the  window  which  thehoney- 
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eacUe  hfu  now  altnoat  covered,  in  the  while  I  do  bo,  thst  he  were  alive,  ud 

dream  of  the  moment  I  picture  out  «  th&t  I  were  t,  great  men,  to  have  tlie 

figure   for    the  gentle  teu&Dt  of   the  Inxoiy  of  visitiDg  him  there,  Mid  of 

mansion.    I  wish,  and  my  heart  sweUs  bidding  him  be  happy.' 


LESSONS  PROM  THE  PLOUGH. 

In  the  wbtry  Beaaon  of  tie  yew,  when  1.  Ho^/uljies». — When  the  plon^- 

treei  are  hare  and  fields  are  bleak,  and  man  be^a  his  woik,  it  might  uaa  u 

nature  wean  her  least  attractive  aspect,  if  the  task  in  which  he  vaa  engaged 

one  of  tlte  most  interesting  sights  in  was  ntterl^  useless.    The  akiea  are  HA 

a   conntry   landscape   is    that  of   the  and  frowning,  the  soil  ia  aidt  and  cold; 

ploughman  at  his  work.    Turning  over  and  in  these  ciremnstAncee  what  good 

the  Boil,  sowing  the  se«d,  and  reaping  may  be  expected  as  the  retmlt  oE  tbt 

the  com  in  hu^eat,  are  emplc^menta  patient  labour  of  man  and  beast?    But 

round  which  there  lingers,  even  in  these  the  ploughman  looks  forward ;  he  knows 

prosaic  days,  an  air  of  romance.    The  that  the  revolving  seasouB  bring  changes, 

occnpation  of  the  ploughman  has  alwaj^s  and  in  his  mintfs  eye  he  sees  the  im- 

been  one  held  in  special  honour,  and  it  promising  ground  in  which  he  is  now  at 

haa  often  been  adorned  bj  genius,  vir-  work  travened  by  the  mcMured  etep  of 

tne,  and  piety.    On  one  occasion,  when  the  sower,  and  rejoidng  in  the  song  of 

the  Romans  were  well-nigh  driven  to  thereaperashegatberstfaegoldeDgnm. 

despair,  and  the;  felt  they  needed  a  And  so,  in  the  work  to  which  we  an 

greatly  good  and  brave  man  to  deliver  called,  hope  onght  ever  to  prevail  '  We 

uiem   mm  the    destructive    foe    that  are  savea  by  nope.'    How  dreary  ud 

thundered  at  their  gates,  theysummoned  how  barren  of  resnlts  is  the  work  of  the 

to  take  the  first  place  in  the  council  and  hopeless  I    But  we  have  the  best  and 

the  camp,  one  whom  they  found  quietJy  most  assured  ground  Eoi  working  hope- 

plonghing  his  field.     From  following  fuUy,  alike  in  our  worldly  and  spiiitiul 

the^ough,hewBs  at  once  placed  at  the  calling,  if  we  work  accoi^gtolhe«31 

bead  of  tine  greatest  nation  of  the  world,  of  God.    Thus,  as  to  our  weridlj  hoB- 

The   Cottar's  Saturday  Night,    so  fall  new,  it  is  sud  the  Lead  will  pn*P« 

of  the   fineat  poetry,   and  speaking  so  the  work  of  onr  hand.     'Wmton  the 

winningly  of  scenes  of  home  and  homely  Lord  and  keep  His  way,  and  He  will 

piety,  was  written  by  one  who  guided  exalt  thee  to  inherit  the  land.'    'I  have 

the  plough.      It   is  said    that   James  been  ;roung,  and  now  am  old,'  sap  the 

Hervey,  the  author  of  several  books  of  Psalmist ;  '  yet  have  I  never  teen  Ike 

sweetest  and  loftiest  piety,  was  in  early  righteous  fomken,  nor  his  seed  begging 

life  much  indebted  for  his  experimental  bread,'    Yes,  the  Lord  may  not  give 

reli^ns  training  to  a  ploughman, whom,  His  people  riches  and  a  large  inhvit- 

for  the  sake  of  his  healtn,  he  accom-  anoe,  but  He  will  not  frown  on  didi 

panied  at  his  bracing  occupation.    On  hon^  labour,  and  will  feed  thoa  '  witk 

one  occasion,  Mr.  Hervey  having  re-  food  convenient  for  them.'    'Hiereiano 

marked  ho  tiiought  '  the  most  difficult  encouragement  given  in  the  BiUe  to 

thing  in  practical  religion  was  to  crucify  idleness,  but  there  is  much  to  indaittj' 

sinful  Be]f,'hi8  friend  rejoined,  hetbought  '  He  that  will  not  work,  neither  ahall  be 

'themostdifficultwaatocruGityrighteous  eat;'  but  he  that  works  in  God's  way, 

self,' — a  truth  which  Mr.  Hervey  conld  and  in  dependence  on  the  divine  blesa- 

not  accept  at  the  time,  but  which  in-  ing,  shall  not  labour  in  vain.    He  thit 

creaung  experience  and  widening  know-  feeds  the  ravens  is  pledged  to  supply  the 

ledge  led  him  most  cordially  to  accept  wants  of  His  people, 

and  enforce.    It  seems  to  us,  however.  And  if  this  be  true  in  refennce  to 

that  the  very  occupation  in  which  the  work  for  the  welfare  of  the  body,  how 

ploughman  is  engaged  is  one  from  which  much  more  is  it  not  so  in  lefersace  to 

ma^  lessons  oi  a  moral  and  spiritual  work  for  '  the  salvation  of  our  unll' 

kind  may  be  learned.     Thus  we  may  I  need  not  say  that  we  are  not  to  be  saved 

learn  from  it  a  lesson  of—  by  our  work*.  '  Our  own  rigtteousMSKi 
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areas  filthyrags,' aad are uttffll^  worth-  tinoance  in  ttLem.    They  tt; this  bnmcb 

less  aa  a  pW  iot  acceptance  with  God  of  trade  one  year,  and  that  another,  and 

asd  a  title  to  heaven.     That  must  come  never  remain  connected  with  auj  bo 

to  OS  from  God  through  Hia  dear  Sod,  long  ae  to  maat«r  it,  and  thns  obtain 

'  who  died  for  our  ofiencea,  and  was  the  means  of    earning  an  honetit  and 

Ttused  again  for  our  jnstifioatiou.'    But  honourable  livelihood.    And  if  tiua  ba 

whilst  that  is  so,  pardon  must  be  sought  so  in  things  temporal,  how  much  more  is 

and  sanctification  eomesUy  striven  for.  it  not  so  in  r^wence  to  things  spiritaal  I 

And  oh,  what  encooragement  hare  we  Oh,  how  muiy  ran  well,  bot  only  for  a 

not  to  work  in  these  directions!    Are  aeasonl    'Their eoodneasisaathemora- 

onr  sina  very  many  and  aggravated?  ingcloodandearlydew, whichvanishetfa 

'  The  blood  of  Chriat;  Jeans,  God's  Son,  away.'    They  speedily  grow  weaiy  i 


degree?  'A  clean  heart,'  sa^s  God,  meeting  for  prayer,  at  the  sick'bedof  a 
'  mil  I  create,  and  a  right  spirit  will  I  friend,  by  the  grave  of  a  beloved  one,  or 
reiiBwwithinyou.'  In  ^ia  blessed  work  at  the  seeming  approach  of  deatJi,  how 
none  need  d^pair ;  for  '  He  ia  able  to  resolved  'Uiey  are  to  be  the  Lord'fi ! 
Bave  unto  the  uttermost  all  that  come  But  the  solemn  and  impreosive  seasons 
unto  God  through  Him,  seeing  He  ever  and  dispensatdon  pass  away,  and  with 
liyethtomakeintercensionforus.' When,  them  ail  their  good  intentions.  Snob 
on  the  evening  of  the  eventful  battle  of  forget  the  word  of  Ood,  whioh  saith, 
Waterloo,  the  British  troops  were  worn  '  If  any  man  put  itis  hand  to  the  pknigh 
out  and  sorely  harassed,  and  the  Botmd  of  and  drawback,  my  soul  hath  no  plea- 
the  Fmsaian  artilleiy  was  beard  coming  sure  in  him.'  May  God  grant  that  tim 
bravely  to  their  agautonce,  they  became  leaaon  may  be  effeodrely  learned  by  the- 
as  new  men.  The  star  of  hope  shone  on  many  hundreds  of  young  penone  wbO' 
them,  and  with  freah  vigour  they  foU  daring  this  great  season  of  awakening 
lowed  her  to  viotoir.  And  so  we,  in  this  have  been  turned  unto  the  Lord !  There 
Binre  ^oA.  and  warfare  with  our  Bpiritoal  is  need  in  their  case  for  deep  hnmihty 
adversaiies,  may,  even  in  oar  darkeat  and  prayerful  eSort.  '  Let  not  him  that. 
hour,  take  oonrage.  One  is  ever  near  pntteth  on  hia  armour  boast  as  he  that 
who  can  effectively  help.  'If  God  be  taketh  it  off.'  The  devil,  the  world,  and 
for  ns,  who  can  be  against  us?'  Let  us,  the  flesh  are  aUagainst  them;  what  need, 
then,  '  work  out  our  salvation  with  fear  then,  for  their  tt&nguntotbemBelves  the- 
and  trembling,'  but  with  hone  alao, '  for  whole  armour  of  God,  and  having  done 
God  worketh  wiiiin  nsto  will  and  to  do  all,  to  stand !  Nay,  as  Bimyan  so  well 
of  His  good  pleaaure.'  This  is  the  will  shows,  many  are  the  times  when 
of  God,  '  that  all  men  should  be  saved,  wicked  men  and  deceivers  will  sorely 
andcome  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.'  tempt  them,  and  their  aeSetj  will  lie 
2.  Perseverance. — When  the  plough-  in  putting  their  hands  to  their  ears  and 
man  b^ina  Ms  work,. it  might  seem  aa  fleemg,  shoutii^  as  they  flee,  'Life,  life, 
if  there  was  so  much  to  be  done,  and  etemiJIifel'  For  we  are  saved  only  '  if 
progress  was  BO  slow,  that  he  conldnerer  we  hold  the  beginning  of  our  confidence 
overtake  it.  But  aa  day  by  day  ho  con-  atedfast  unto  the  end.'  '  By  a  patient 
tinnee  to  turn  over  the  soil,  the  field  continuance  in  well-doing,  we  are  to 
gradnaUy  changes  ita  appearance,  and  seek  for  htmour,  and  glory,  and  immor- 
al last  the  mossy  grass  or  wiUio^d  tality,  eternal  life.' 
stubble  gives  place  to  tbe  fresh  brown  3.  Rectitude. — The  ploughman  seeks 
euth.  And  in  aU  departments  of  work  to  make  his  furrows  straight.  For  tjiat 
peneverance  is  necessary  ;  and  it  ia  purpose  he  plants  a  pole  m  the  ground, 
always  in  a  less  or  larger  degree  re-  and  at  the  outset  keeps  it  steadily  in 
warded.  For  eighteen  of  the  best  yeara  view.  He  knows  that  to  go  hither  and 
of  his  life  did  Christopher  Columbus  go  thither  would  not  only  make  veiy  un- 
from  court  to  court,  and  from  country  sightly,  bat  altogether  unprofitable 
to  country,  in  aearoh  of  the  means  oi  work.  And  so  we  are  to  hate  every 
discovering  lie  New  World,  and  at  laat  crooked  way.  It  is  a  straight  path 
his  perseverance  was  crowned  with  great  that  in  which  we  are  to  walk.  A  young 
success.  In  the  ordinary  business  of  man  once  came  to  a  minister  of  the 
life,  many  fail  because  there  ia  no  con-  gospel,  and  wished  to  be  admitted  as  a 
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member  of  hk  church.  On  being  ex-  SabbathandtheBerricesof  theaanctnAry. 
amined  as  to  his  BCriptural  knowledge,  The  neglect  of  these  hj  mnltitudes  ig 
it  was  found  that  he  was  utterl;  iguo-  one  of  the  saddest  features  of  our  dar 
taut.  He  seemed  never  to  Euive  read  and  country.  It  is  lamentable  to  think 
his  Bible,  or  entirely  to  have  forgotten  that  many  who  lahonr  for  the  bread 
what  he  had  read.  On  this  the  minister  that  perisheth  are  utterly  careless  about 
asked  him  vbat  be  thought  was  the  that  bread  that  endureth  unto  eternal 
duty  of  a  member  of  the  Church  of  life.  The  closet  never  bears  the  accents 
Christ  ?  To  which  he  answered ;  '  To  go  of  prayer,  the  Bible  is  unopened,  the 
straight.'  Now,  amidst  much  ignorance,  Sabbath  spent  in  mere  indolent  indul- 
here  was  a  golden  grain  of  knowledge;  gence  or  sinful  pleasure -seeking  —  the 
for  verily,  on  its  practical  side,  religion  best  is  made  the  worst  day  of  all  the 
means  'going  straight.'  Not  by  works  seven.  Tliis  is  too  much  the  case  in 
are  we  saved,  but  not  without  works,  ordinary  times ;  but  even  when  times  of 
And  hence  the  very  urgent  exhortation  refreehing  come,  many  continue  hardened 
to  crucify  the  flesh,  to  follow  holiness ;  and  carelees  as  ever.  The  Spirit  strives, 
and  the  many  solemn  warnings  that  but  they  remst.  Tbey  grieve  and  quench 
unless  we  do  so  we  are  only  hypocrites  Him.  We  have  beard  of  one  who, 
and  self- deceivers,  and  must  expect  an  having  been  often  entreated  to  accept 
awful  doom.  On  that  day  our  Lord  and.  confess  Christ,  and  who  always 
declares  He  will  say  to  many  pret«ndeTB,  rejected  Him  till  a  more  convenient  sea- 
*  I  never  knew  you ;  depart  from  me,  all  son,  lying  on  his  deathbed,  refusing  to  be 
ye  that  work  iniquity/  The  difficulty  comfort^,  and  uttering  ever  the  dolefiil 
of  '  going  straight '  in  this  world  is  verj  cry,  '  The  harvest  is  past,  the  sununer 
great.  The  flrah  is  weak,  and  tempta-  is  ended,  aod  I  am  not  saved!'  Host 
tion  abounds.  It  seems  sometimes  as  if  moumfnl  words ;  and  if  they  are  not  to 
by  going  out  of  the  plain  path  only  a  be  onrs,  we  must  give  all  dib'gence  to 
little,  a  very  little  way,  we  might  avoid  make  our  calling  and  election  sure. 
mnch  unpleasantness,  or  secure  much  When  Jesus  of  Nazareth  in  Bis  might 
gain.  But  '  what  shsJl  it  profit  a  man  and  His  mercy  is  passing  by,  we  moat 
though  he  gain  the  whole  world,  and  bastenout tomeetHim,andeutreatHim 
loee  his  own  soul  ? '  '  The  whole  duty  to  come  in.  These  have  been  giacioos 
of  man' — and  less  than  honest  and  times,  and  showers  of  hlesHQgs  hare 
earaeet  endeavour  after  thia  ought  been  descending ;  and  if  we  are  wise  in 
never  to  satisfy  the  Christian — is  *  to  do  our  generation,  we  shall  gladly  ac«^ 
justly,  to  love  mercy,  and  walk  humbly  them.  Let  us,  then,  seize  the  fast  fleet- 
with  the  Lord.'  '  For  the  grace  of  God,  ing  moments,  and  improve  precious 
which  bringeth  salvation,  hath  ap-  opportunities.  '  Let  us  work  while  it  is 
peared  to  all  men,  teaching  us  to  deny  called  to-day,  for  the  night  cometh, 
UBgodlinesa  and  worldly  lusts,  ftnd  to  when  no  man  can  see  to  wo^.'  '  What- 
live  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly  in  soevar  our  hand  findeth  to  do,  let  us  do 
this  present  world.'  it  with  all  our  might;  for  there  is 
4,  Improving  OppoHunitUa.  —  The  neither  work,  nor  wisdom,  nor  device 
ploughman  has  most  of  his  work  to  do  in  the  grave,'  whither,  with  all  the  speed 
during  an  inclement  and  unfavourable  of  time,  we  are  hastening, 
period  of  ^e  year.  It  is  not  every  day  6.  Dependence  on  Divine  Provtdmiee. — 
ne  can  go  out  to  toil.  And  so  he  has  Those  who  go  to  the  sea  in  shipe,  and 
to  watch  for  faTonring  times,  and  work  see  the  wonders  of  God  in  the  great 
when,  sky  and  soil  permit.  In  all  de-  deep,  are  specially  dependent  on  Him 
partmeats  it  is  so.  There  are  times  and  '  who  holdeth  the  wators  in  the  hoUow 
seasons  when  woi^  can  be  done ;  and  if  of  His  h&nd,  and  bindcth  the  winds 
thesearepermittedtopas8,t^eycanuever  with  His  fisto.'  How  poor  and  power- 
be  recalled.  And  if  the  workman  seizes  less  seems  the  most  powerful  ship  when 
the  favourable  momeait  for  the  occom-  the  mighty  waves  roU  and  the  wiu  Uaa- 
plishment  of  his  material  work,  bow  pest  blows  1  Very  rightly  did  Qneoi 
much  more  ought  not  we  to  do  so  with  Elizabeth  perceive  this  in  connection 
our  work  for  eternity  I  God  has  given  us  with  the  destruction  of  the  formidBUe 
many  means  of  grace.  He  has  put  His  Armada,  and  the  deliverance  therein  of 
Bible  into  our  hands;  He  has  set  before  us  England  from  the  caJamily  which  it 
a  throne  of  grace ;  He  has  given  us  the  threatened.    She  caused  a  medal  to  be 
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8track,  with  the  inscription,  '  He  blew  it  is  of  the  I<ord'B  mercy.    And  when 

withHiBwinda,  and  tliey  were  scattered.'  onr  'souls  are  in  health,  and  prosper,'  it 

This  tnitii  of  onr  dependence  on  God  is,  is  because  of  the  blessing  from  on  high, 

however,  Teiy  clearlj  and  impressiTely  And  this  ooght  to  be  a  eource  at  onoe 

taught    b^    the    ploughman's    labour,  of  greatest  gratitiide  and  deepest  joy; 

His  part  la  a  very  neceasary  one.     If  for    He   on   whom   we   erery   moment 

the  ground  were  not  broken  op,  in  mn  depend    has  all    the  treasoreA  of  the 

wonld  Ibe  seed  be  cast  into  it ;  but  how-  universe  at  His  disposal,  and  has  pro- 

ever  caref  nlly  and  skiUnlly  this  be  done,  mised '  to  supply  all  our  needs,  accordh^ 

if  the  genial  sunshine  and  refreshing  to  the  riches  of  His  glory  in  Christ 

showers  are  withheld,  there  will  be  no  Jesna.' 

growth — theseed  will  inevitablydie.  It  6.  Responsibility. — The  ploughman  is 
is  '  God  that  eauseth  His  son  to  ahine  engaged  by  a  master,  on  certun  terms, 
and  His  i»n  to  descend  even  on  the  to  do  a  certain  work,  and  he  has  to  keep 
evil  and  unthankful,' — that  puts  int«  these  terms  before  him,  and  work  so  as 
the  season  of  spring  its  mighty  and  to  satisfy  his  master.  It  is  well  when 
mysterious  vitalizing  power,  which,  the  will  of  the  msster  and  the  pleasure 
causing  the  graas  to  sprout  and  the  of  the  servant  are  alike,  and  when 
buds  to  deck  the  trees,  makes  the  work  both  seek  the  same  end.  But  if  there 
of  man  effectual,  and  grres  him  autumn's  be  a  difference  of  opinion  or  feeling,  the 
fruits  as  the  reward  of  his  toil.  But  servant  is  not  to  please  himself.  And 
plain  and  impressive  though  this  lesson  SO  we  are  all  Goitb  servants.  He  ap- 
is, we  are  slow  to  learn  it.  A  man  who  points  to  us  out  work,  and  we  have  to 
cultivated  a  small  piece  of  land  was  give  in  an  account  to  Him  of  all  our 
telling  joyfully  and  boastingly  of  his  deeds.  '  Be  not  deceived ;  God  is  not 
flourishing  crops  and  cheering  harvest  mocked ;  whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that 
prospects,  when  it  was  remu^ed  that  shall  he  also  reap.  He  that  soweth  to  the 
ns  on^t  to  be  thankful  to  Providence  flesh  shall  of  the  flesh  reap  corruption ; 
for  His  goodness  to  him ;  to  which  he  he  that  soweth  to  the  Spirit  shall  of  the 
at  once  replied,  that  '  Providence  had  Spirit  reap  eternal  life.'  '  Marvel  not  at 
nothing  to  do  with  it;  that  it  was  all  this  ;  for  the  hour  cometh,  and  now  is, 
owing  to  his  own  skill  and  labour!'  whenalithatareintheirgravesshalicomo 
When  this  impious  sentiment  is  put  so  forth ;  they  that  have  done  good,  to  the 
plainly,  we  shrink  from  it,  and  yet  how  resurrection  of  life ;  they  that  have  done 
apt  it  ia  to  find  a  place  in  our  heart  I  evil,  to  the  resurrection  of  damnation.' 
When  success  comee,  we  imagine  that  What  a  solemn  thought  this  ia,  and  yet 
onr  own  arm  has  gotten  us  the  victory,  how  aadly  apt  we  are  to  forget  it ;  nay, 
and,likethehaughtymonarchofBahylon  how  many  seem  to  forget  it  entirely, 
as  he  surveyed  his  magnificent  metro-  and  live-  as  if  there  were  no  Judge  to 
polia,  to  say,  '  This  house  I  built  by  my  whom  they  are  accountable,  and  no  judg- 

giwer,  and  for  the  glory  of  my  name.'  ment-aeat  before  which  they  have  to 

at  it  is  God  that  gives  ua  the  very  appear  I    When  John  Brown,  the  pious 

power  which  we  may  use  to  His  die-  Ayrshire  carrier,  was  ^ot  by  the  btbod^ 

honour.    All  the  faculties  of  our  body  Ckverhouse,   his    wife,  gathering    his 

and    mind  are  His  gift ;   health  and  manned  remuns,  asked  the  murasrer 

strength)  come  from  BiT"  ;  '  in  Him  we  '  how  he  would  account  for  bis  day's 

live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being;'  work?*  to  which  he  answered,  'To  man 

and  if  He  were  to  withhold  His  gracioua  I  can  answer ;  and  as  for  God,  I  will  take 

sustaining  power,  we  would  perish.  And  him  in  my  own  hands.'    We  are  shocked 

when  the  faculties  with  wnich  we  are  with  such  words  of  blasphemy.    But  is 

endowed    are    exercised,    whether    in  not  every  life  spent  in  sin  an  insult  to 

labouring  '  for  the  bread  that  perisheth  God,  and  every-  evil  Insl  wilfully  in- 

with  the  using,  or  for  that  wnich  en-  dulgeda 'takingGodinour  ownhand'? 

dureth  unto  everlasting  life,'  they  ac-  And  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  men 

complish    right    resnllfl    only    by  the  who  habitually  break  God's  holy  law,  and 

blessing  of  &)d.     '  Paul  may  plant,  and  reject  His  dear  Son,  and  profane  His 

ApoUos  water,  but  God  giveUi  the  in-  oMiaances,  look  forward  to  the  future 

crease.'    When  the  vine  yields  its  fruit  with  terrible  apprehension  ?    Be  it  ours, 

in  abundance,  and  there  are  flocks  in  then,   now   to    remember  our    reapon- 

the  stall  and  smiling  plenty  all  arotmd,  aibility.  'Whatsoever  we  do,  whether  we 
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e»t  or  drink,  let  ngdo  till  to  the  ^orjof  them  &bo  tumtbdr  hearteto  the  Snnti 

God.'    Let  na  seek  to  glori^  God  in  our  BighteoasneeB,  and  the  truit.  vill  te  to 

bodies  '  and  eoulj^  which  are  Hie,'  imd  holinsBa,  and  tlie  end  everbtting  liie. 

tremble  at  tbe  thought  of  being  at  last  In  fine,  nhatever  our  callmg  ma;  be,  let 

among  the  miaer&Ue  multitude  who  ahall  lu  seek  to  get  good  fnna  it  and  do  good 

callapon  'themonntaiiiatafaUoii  them,  in  it.    It  is  meant  by  God  toheabdp 

and  uie  roclu  to  corer  Qioca  from  the  and  not  a  liindrance  to  boliDcee.    And 

wrath  of  the  lAmb.'  if  we  set  the  Lcml  alwap  before  ovr 

The  plough,  then,  hu  its  lenons :  may  ejes,  it  will  dignify  the  hnmblHt  toil, 

they  who  follow  it  learn  them.    A  godly  and  ahed  joy  aroimd  even  a  laboiioua 

peaeantry  is  one  of  the  brigbteet  oma-  life.    And  titen  there  ie  the  pnaiuK 

mente    and    Barest    safeguarda    of    a  and  prospect  of  the  leward.    Tet  a  httle 

country.     And  if  vice  and  irreligion  wliile,  (Jid  He  that  shall  comewillcnoe, 

fweTiil  aitd  awmpt  tbem,  it  will  be  to  and  will  not  tarry  ;  and  then  to  ctot 

their  own  nodoing  as  well  ae  to  their  faithful  Borant  it  will  be  eaid, '  Well 

ODontry's  hurt    As  they  torn  sp  the  done,  entra  thou  into  the  jc^  of  tbj 

soil  to  the  gmial  rays  ot  the  sun,  let  Lord!' 


^om*  Circle. 

THE  CHAIN  WITH  TWO  LINKS :    A  SEEMON  TO  CHILDEEN. 

BT  EEV.  AHBEKW  G.  FLKMINa,  PAISLET. 

I  WISH  to  speak  to  you  of  a  wonderful  hand  was  on  Uie  lower  link;  aod  tin 

chain.    When  I  tell  yon  tiiat  it  has  only  chain,  I  think,  was  all  the  nme  pcedm 

two  linka,  you  will  say,  What  a  short  to  him  that  his  mother's  hand  wtatliefe, 

chain !     So  far  from  bung  short,  it  is  and  there,   too,  hia  gnradmotter's  iud 

the  longest  chain  I  OTer  heard  of,  for  it  once  been.    The  unfeigned  faith  whici 

reaches  all  the  way  from  hearen   to  was  in  him  &rat  dweTt  in  hiej  motlier 

eartti.     The  upper  link  is  around  the  Eunice,    and    his    grandmother  Ink. 

throne ;  its  lower  link  is  level  with  the  Clasped  in  the  one  chain— gnndmotha, 

hand  of  ereiy  boy  and  girl  before  me.  mother,  and  son — hftnd  touching  hud, 

It  is  a  strong  chain.    MilSons  of  people  heart  answering  unto  he«rt — is  not  thit 

have  be«i  hanging  by  it  in  the  put,  a  sweet  family  picture  ?    My  boy,  pot 

oountlces   multitw^    have   their   arms  ycnr  hand  where  your  mother's  ie.    My 

through  the  lower  ring  at  the  present  daughter, — yes,  I  remember ! — pat  yov 

hour,  and  yet  it  is  as  strong  as  on  the  hand  where  mother's  once  was.    Here  ii 

day  when  Abel  graqted    it  with    his'  on  the  throne  link,  yontB  is  on  the  earth 

hands.    It  is  a  clasping  chain.    When  link.    That  is  a  sweeA  pictnre  too. 

you  clasp  it,  it  clasps  yon ;  and  whilst  Let  us  begin  with  the  diain  on  id 

the  loop  nearest  the  eaiih  is  big  enough  upper  side.     There  was  a  philoeopbec 

to  take  the  whole  world  in,  it  is  yet  bo  named   Simonides,    and   one   day  llie 

close  that  not  onewhotakes  hold  of  it  king  asked  him,  'What  is  God!'   "B* 

can  (all  out.     It  is  an  electric  chain,  wise  man  asked  a  day  to  conader  lue 

Flashee  of  light  and  lore  are  erer  thrill-  answer.      At  the  Ktd  of  the  dey  he 

ing  down  throogfa  it  from  heaven  to  asked  two  more;    and  whmi  the  tw) 

earth,  and  retnm  meeaag^  are  ever  go-  days  had  expired,  be  demanded  fom- 

ing  up  by  it  to  the  great  Heart  of  hearie.  On  being  asked  the  reason,  he  replied. 

It  is  a  drawing  chain.    All  whom  it  em-  '  The  longer  I  ponder  the  question,  E  em 

braces  it  draws,  and  the  direction  in  lees  able  to  answer  it.'    Bnt  the-BiUe 

which  it  draws  is  ever  toward  holiness  has   answered    that  question :  God  it 

and    hesTen.     I    find   this   wonderful  light,  God  is  lore,  the  God  and  Fstlm 

chain  described  in  the  First  Epistle  to  of  our  Lord  Jesns  Christ.     When  tk 

Timothy,  '  There  is  one  God,  and  one  good  ministers  that  wrote  the  Shorts' 

Uediat<w  between  Ood  and  men,  the  Catechiam  came  to  the  qoeetJtHi, '  Whit 

man  Christ  Jesus.'    The  upper  link  is,  is  God? '  they  aptiei  to  ask  help  fn» 

'  OM  God ;'  the  lower  link,  '  one  Me-  God  to  frame  the  answer.    One  of  the 

diaUyr  bttween  God  and  weit.',  Timothy's  divines  was   requestod  to  pray.    Bis 
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prayer  began,  'O  Tkon  teho  art  a  Spirit,  '  Who  made  you?'    In  a  corner  of  Ihe 

infinite,  eternal,  and  unehangeabte  in  Thy  gnrden,  tbe  father  traced  with  hiB 
being,  wisdom,  poiner,  hoUneti,  jtintiee,  finger  the  first  tliree  letters  of  hie  name. 
goodness,  and  truth.'  In  this  be^nning  He  then  filled  in  the  printed  imprewion 
of  the  prayer  the  Assembly  fonnd  at  on  the  monld  with  garden  cressea,  and 
once  the  answer  to  the  prayer  and  the  covering  it  up  with  earth,  told  no  cne 
answer  to  the  question;  and  so,  when  of  what  he  had  done.  Ten  days  after, 
they  sat  down,  tfaey  had  inst  to  remem-  the  little  fellow  eame  ninuing  to  his 
ber  and  write,  '  Goo  is  a  Spirit,  infinite,  father,  te&ing  him  that  his  name  was 
eternal,  and  nnchangeable  in  His  being,  growing  in  the  garden.  The  father 
wisdom,  power,  holmes,  justice,  good-  afiected  not  to  beliere  him.  Kind  of 
ness,  and  troth.'  Once  on  a  time,  reluctantly,  he  allowed  himself  to  be 
people  were  ignorant  about  the  tnie  drawn,  and  when  he  saw  the  letters  in  - 
God.  Some  made  a  god  of  the  sun,  and  the  flower  border,  turned  away  care- 
called  it  Baal ;  otbeiB  wanted  a  goddess,  leagly,  and  said  it  was  mere  chance.  The 
and  found  it  in  the  moon,  calling  it  Ash-  boy  followed  him,  and  taking  him  by 
taroth,  and  kisBing  their  hands  t«  the  the  hand,  said  earnestly  that  it  was  not 
Qneen  of  Heaven.  Some  tnmed  to  the  by  chance,  somebody  must  hare  done 
staia,  and,  selecting  some  big  planet  like  it.  Dr.  Beattie  had  now  found  his  op- 
Saturn,  called  it  their  star-god  Rem-  portunity  to  make  a  furrow  in  his  dear 
phan ;  whilst  oHierB  tamed  to  the  earth,  boy's  roind,  and  to  write  on  his  heart  the 
and  fonnd  their  divinity  in  stream  or  Name  that  is  above  every  name.  Look- 
grove  or  corions  stone.  This  is  poly-  ing  at  h'li  once  more,  he  said,  '  And  so 
theism,  with  its  gods  many  and  ite  you  think  these  letters,  so  straight  and 
lords  many.  But  God  sent  Mosm  with  regular,  did  not  come  there  bvdianoe?' 
the  message,  'Hear,  0  Israel,  the  Lord  'Not  by  chance,'  was  the  firm  reply, 
yonr  God  is  one  God,'  'Look  now  at  your  legs  and  other  limbs, 
There  is  one  God,  heeante  Se  made  all  so  strsight  and  regi^Jar,  bo  eapnle  and 
tkitigs.  If  yon  look  on  a  honso  of  stone  useful;  did  they  come  b^  chance?'  'No,' 
or  of  brick,  yon  know  that  the  stones  or  said  the  boy;  '  something  made  them.' 
bricks  did  not  come  there  of  themselves.  '  And  who  is  that  BomeUting  ? '  was  the 
Some  one  quarried  the  stones  and  formed  next  question.  The  boy  stood  in  per- 
the  clay  into  brick.  Some  one  gathered  plexity;  he  knew  there  was  a  'some- 
tc^ether  the  material  and  built  the  thing' — that  what  begins  must  have  a 
house;  and,  farther  back  than  all,  some  cause  of  ita  beginning,  and  that  what 
one  planned  the  house.  The  world  we  was  formed  vrith  regularity  must 
inhabit  is  a  big  house.  Many  builders  have  a  thinking  cause ;  bnt  he  had 
have  been  at  work  on  it,  becoming  in  never  been  taught  what  or  who  that 
tiiB  end  boilder  and  building  both  in  something  was.  His  father  then 
(me.  Bnt  the  master-bnilder  is  God.  taught  him  the  name  of  Ood,  who 
'  Even  house  is  bmlt  b;f  some  man,  made  all  things, — the  earth,  the  sea, 
bnt  He  that  built  all  things  is  God.'  and  the  fountains  of  waters;  who  had 
YoQ  go  into  a  home.  It  has  children  given  life  to  all  being,  and  intelligenoe 
with  whom  yon  play;  you  know  that  and  spirit  t«  all  men..  The  leaton  was 
tba  children  nave  a  father,  who  cares  for  never  forgotten.  The  seed  was  sown  in 
them  and  protects  them;  or  if  the  home  the  soil  of  a  young  heart,  and  bore  fratt 
be  orphan,  yon  know  that  it  once  had  a  iu  hie  life.  The  old  characters  in  the  old 
father  before  it  waa  cast  on  the  Father-  flower-border  are  long  since  gone ;  in  the 
hood  of  God.  Well,  all  the  men  and  still  garden  of  an  immortal  sool  the  sacred 
woman  living  on  the  earth,  aU.  the  veri-  impression  is  ever  becoming  deeper. 
ous  tribes  and  nations,  make  up  but  one  God  is  the  mak^  of  all  things, 
family,  and  of  that  one  family  God  is  Whenever  the  world  had  a  beginning, 
the  one  Father.  Dr.  Beattie,  the  author  it  took  its  beginning  from  God.  What- 
of  the  Mingtrel,  had  a  litUe  boy  on  ever  was  the  first  form  of  life,  it  was 
whose  education  he  spent  a  great  deal  from  God  the  quickening  germ  came, 
of  time  and  paina.  At  five,  the  boy  His  hand  formed  us  of  the  dust  d  the 
conU  read  the  letters  of  the  alpha-  ground.  His  Spirit  breathed  into  us  the 
bet,  and  pnt  them  together  in  simple  breath  of  life.  Oh  come,  let  ns  wondiip 
words,  but  as  yet  he  had  not  been  and  bow  down,  let  us  kneel  before  the 
taught    the    answer  to    the    qneetion,  Lord  our  Hakw.     The  Hakra  of  all.  He 
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is  the  one  Maker,  and  bo  there  ia  bat  one  The  hesven  of  heaveuB  cannot  contam 

God.  Bim.     The   rounded    mirror    of   oceiD 

There  is  one  God,  for  HeJUls  aUplaees.  cannot  reflect  Him.  In  all,  thnragh  all, 
Some  children  were  playing  in  a  room  over  all,  there's  no  room  fur  any  otkr, 
one  day,  when  one  of  them  paused  to  and  bo  there  can  be  bnt  one  God. 
ask  a  very  fixilish  question.  'Mother,'  There  is  one  God,  for  He  nda  all 
he  said,  'how  many  gods  are  there?'  events.  There  wan  a  king  in  Eaglind 
He  had  no  sooner  asked  the  question  whose  conrtieis  flattered  him  that  he 
than  a  younger  brother  answered,  'Why,  was  a  n^at  king — that  he  was  litgiaX 
rae,  to  be  sure.'  Anxious  to  bring  out  king.  To  rebuke  their  flatter^,  he  eansed 
the  intelligence  of  her  child,  the  mother  them  to  carry  his  royal  chajr  and  place 
asked,  '  Why  one,  to  be  snre?  '  '  Be-  it  within  the  water-mark.  Seated  cm 
cause,'  was  the  prompt  reply,  '  theTe'a  his  chair,  he  awaited  by  the  beach  ttu 
BO  room  for  any  other.  That  little  boy  return  of  the  tide.  His  courtierB  re- 
was  a  better  pfaiWipher  than  Simonidee.  mained  be«de  him,  wondering  vkt 
He  had  grasped  a  gi«at  truth,  and  would  follow.  At  length,  when  the  set 
ezprgased  tt  in  language  that  could  not  had  rolled  in,  and  the  water  was  rimiig 
be  improved.  David  felt  tbe  same  aronnd  them,  Canute  stretched  out  hit 
truth,  and  when  be  would  express  it  sceptre,  and  commanded  the  waves  to  a 
■aid,  '  Whither  shall  I  go  frpm  Thy  distance.  The  unheeding  wsva  nen 
Spirit,  or  whither  shall  I  flee  from  Thy  deaf  to  the  king's  voice.  Still  the; 
presence  ?  If  1  ascend  up  into  beavcn,  rolled  in  open  the  beach,  till  eonrtien 
Thouart  there;  if  I  make  my  bed  in  bell,  andkingwereglad  to  make  tbdr  escape, 
behold,  Thou  art  tiiere.  If  I  take  the  Canute  bad  taught  them  that  he  wu 
winga  of  the  morning,  and  dwell  in  the  not  the  ^v&t  king.  God  is  the  King, 
Qttwmost  parte  of  Ibe  sea,  even  there  eternal,  iuunort-al,  and  invisible.  He 
shall  Thy  hand  lead  me,  and  Thy  right  stretehes  His  sceptre  over  all  worids, 
handahall  holdme.'  God  is  everywhere,  and  all  worlds  obey.  '  He  doeth  sccord- 
Theie  is  no  place  so  alone  the  which  He  ing  to  His  will  in  the  aimy  of  heareo, 
does  not  fill.  In  tbe  greatest  solitude,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth; 
tlie  beat  of  your  own  heart  would  break  and  none  can  stay  His  hand,  or  etj  ante 
tbe  stillness,  saying,  God  is  here.  Him,  What  doest  Thou  ?  '    There  is  no 

An  infidel  was  anxious  to  bring  up  eventtoogreattobebeyondBiacoTitiol; 

his  son  in  his  own  unbelieving  notions,  none  so  lowly  as  to  be  beneath  HJI 

To  make  a  beginning,  he  procured  some  notice.    He  ooants  the  stare,  and  listeu 

cardboard,  and,  cutting  it  into  the  let-  to  a  breaking  heart.    He  lights  up  tbe 

ton  of  tbe  alphabet,  arranged  a  few  easy  sun,  and  gives  its  radiance  to  the  glo'- 

wordsonthewalloftheroom.  Thewoids  worm's  lamp.    He  takes  in  the  melody 

were,  God  u  mmhere.     Taking  a  rod  in  of  all  heaven's  praise ;   he  deecrics  tk 

his  hand,  and  pointing  to  tbe  letters,  '  litUe  child's  evening  prayer.    Gabriel 

be  bade  his  boy  proceed.     This  be  did,  cannot  spe^  on  any  errand  Without  Bis 

apellinghisvMiyBlowly,— G-o-d,God,i-8,  commission;  a    sparrow  stoned  by  » 

is, — 'Capital,  my  boy, goon I'—N-o-w,  thougbtleas    schoolboy  cannot  fail  to 

now,  h-e-r-e,  here, — God  ia  now  here,  the    ground  witbout  Hia  notice._  He 

God  is  notciere — that  was  the  lesson  rules  all  events,  even  the  most  tririal. 

the  father  would  teach  bis  son ;  God  And  because  he  is  Hie  All-Ruler,  He 

ia  novi  Aere— that  was  the  lesson  tbe  ia  the  one  Buler,  tbe  one  God.    There 

child  taught  bis  parent.     '  Out  of  the  is  one  God,  then ;  for  He  made  all,  He 

mouth  of  babes  and  aucklinga  Thou  bast  fills  tdl.  He  rules  all. 

ordained    atrengai    because    of    Thine  It  is   time   to   come   to  the  Moond 

enemies,  that  Thou  mightest  still  the  link    in    the    chain, — one    Mediator- 

enemy  and  the  avenger.'    Let  us  hope  Tou  remember  the  parable  o(  the  fto- 

the  enemy  became  a  friend ;  that  tie  digal  Son.     Having  gone  to  the  to 

lesson  was  a  life-long  lesson  that  at  all  land,  he  was  daily  wandering  f^^ 

times  an  eye  was  upon  him — 'Thou, God,  andainking  lower.    Atlasthe  cajoeto 

seeatmej'audthatinaUplacesa  whisper  himaelf.      He  thought  of  his  Fsthn 

was  speaking  at  his  heart,  God  is  now  and  tbe  old  home.    Ha  said,  '  I  '''' 

here.    I^t  my  young  friends  lay  to  heart  arise  and  go  to  my  father.'    He  ait* 

this  lesson  too.      God  is  everywhere,  and  went,  and  as  he  went  he  aH,'' 

He  fiUs  immenmty.  He  inhabits  eternity,  have  sinned.'     And  aU  tbe  wuderii« 
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breezes  earned  the  message,  '  I  have  His  hand  on  God ;  and  in  virtue  of  His 
siiuied.'     It  reached    the  father,   and    human  n&ture,  Be  can  laf  His  hand  on 

already  he  was  on  the  way  to  meet  bis  man.    He  is  the  Ood-man.    In  Him  the 

letonuDg  chil<).    And  what  a  meetiiiK  two  natures  meet  in  one  penon.    In  no 

it  was  1    What  a  loving  wal^  to  the  old  other  in  all  the  tmiveree  is  such  a  union 

home  1    What  a  kind  reception  there  I  to  be  found.      He  is  Iminannd,  God 

What  tokens  of  lore  I    But  there  was  with  us.    The  Sou  of  God,  He  is,  at  the 

one  from  whom  came  no  token  of  lore,  same  time,  the  Son  of  man.    One  with 

Thia  was  the  elder  brother.     He  was  the  Father  in  the  unity  of  the  Godhead, 

in  the  field  when  the  welcome  home  He  says,  '  I  and  my  Father  are  otie ;'  one 

was  beginning.    As  he  drew  near,  he  with  ns  in  our  nature,  He  comes  near  to 

heard   music   and   dancing.     Inquiring  us  in  our  sorrow   and  sin  and   death. 

at  the  first  domestic  what  it  all  meant,  Very  God  and  very  Han,  He  is  fitted  in 

he  was  told  the  joyful  tidings  that  hia  respect  of  His  person  to  bring  God  near 

younger  brother  had  arrived,  and  that  to  as,  and  lead  us  back  to  God.    When 

hia   fether    had    spread    for    him    the  John  was  in  Patmos,  he  had  a  vision  of 

festal  board  because  he  had  received  the  God-man.      His  voice  was  as  the 

him  safe  and  sound.    But  the  gladness  sound  of  many  waters,  His  eyes  were  as 

in  the  domestic's  eye  kindled  no  joy  in  a  flame  of  fire,    and  His  countenance 

tbe    elder   brother  s   heart      He  was  was  as  the  sun  shining  in  his  strength, 

angry,    and   would    not   go   in.     He  At  the  sight  of  all  this  glory,  the  beloved 

grudged  the  entertainment  to  the  re-  disciple  fell  at  His  feet  as  dead.    But 

tnming  prodigal,  and  when  the  father  the  glorified  Redeemer  came  and  laid 

came    out  to    entreat   him,  he  spake  His  right  hand  upon   him,  and  said, 

angry  and  bitter  vrords.    I  have  just  to  '  Fear  not.'    Ah  1  there  vros  something 

maSce  a  picture  the  very  reverse  of  this,  in  that  touch — it  was  a  human  touch, 

and  I  hght  on  the  true  Elder  Brother.  There  was  something  in  that  hand — the 

He  comes  to  the  far  land ;  He  awakens  same  old  hand  that  had  often  been  laid 

memories  of  the  old  home ;  He  cherishes  on  his  shoulder  before,  when,  at  Bethany 

the  first  faint  desire    to    return;   He  or  at  Jerusalem,  he  had  recUned  on  His 

quickens  the  returning  steps;  and  when  bosom  at  supper.    There  was  something 

the  poor  prodigal  is  about  to  unk  down  in  that  voice — in  the  storm  on  Galilee 

with    shame    as    he    approaches    his  and  heaide  lowly  sufferers  he  had  often 

Father's  presence.  He  takes  him  by  the  heard   its    bleraed  message,  Fear  not. 

band,  and,  when  he  can  bsrdlv  speak,  And  so  he  is  soothed  again,  as  in  Uie 

Hesays,'Lo,  Father!  for  the  saaeofiru,  days  of  old.    Jesus  once  laid  His  hands 

the  Elder  Brother,  receive  this  younger  on  children ;  He  can  lay  His  hands  on 

and  returning  brother.'   And  the  Father  them  still.     Yes ;  and  He  who  lays  His 

looks  upon  His  Son,  and  then,  lookingon  hands  on  yon  can  lay  His  hands  on 

tiie  prodigal  in  His  Son,  He  sees  him  as  God.    No  other  can.    He  can  bring  you 

a  prodi^  no  more,  and  gives  him  a  to  God,  and  all  the  way  to  God,  for  He 

son's  place  in  His  heart    and    home,  is  the  God-man.    No  other  is. 

Now  this  is  a  mediator — one  who  comes  There  is  one  Mediator,  for  only  in 

between  the  Father  and  the  prodigal,  Jema  »  there  the  Mediator-pita.    You 

and  leads  the  prodigal  to  the  Father,  have  heard  of  the  two  brothera  in  Grecian 

securing  for  ^'rn  fer^venen  and  loving  history ;  the  one  nearly  lost  his  life  in 

reception.   And  this  is  what  Jeaos  does;  fighting  for  his  country  at  the  battle  of 

and  so  it  is  written,  '  There  is  one  God,  Salamis-^the  other  was  condemned  to 

ondoneMediatorbetweenGodandmen,  die  for   breaking    his  country's  laws. 

the  man  Christ  Jesus.'  ^schylns   bad   received    his    sentence 

There  is  but  one  Mediator,  for  otUyin  from  the  judges,  and  was  about  to  he 

Jetus  is  there  the  Mediator- PtTton.     The  led  to  execution,  when  Amyrias  rose, 

irant  of  such  a  Mediator  in  ctmiing  into  and  unbared  the  wounds  and  scars  re- 

the  presence  of  God  was  something  that  ceived  in  the  fight.  He  uttered  no  word. 

Job  felt  when  he  said,   '  Neither  is  there  but  the  wounded  arm  pled  ;  nor  did  it 

any   daysman  betwixt   us,   that  might  plead  in  vain.     The  judges  relented,  and 

lay  bis  band  upon  us  both.'    Jesus  is  for  the  sake  of  the  one  brother  who  had 

tlut  Dayeman  between  God  and  us  ;  He  risked  bis  life  tor  bis  country,  the  life 

can  lay  His  huid  upon  us  both.    In  of  the '  other   wss    spared.      The  one 

yirtnie  of  His  divine  nature,  He  can  lay  brother  acted  tiie  part  of  mediator  for 
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the  other ;  and  he  waa  eaocesBful  ia  bis  no  use  appealing  to  the  factor,  K  he 

office,  for  he  had  a  plea  on  which  to  dstennined  to  go  to  the  Duke  hims^. 

rest  his  mediation.    However  glorious  Entering  the  oa«tie  by  a  back  nay,  he 

oar    Mediator  "be   in   reipect    of    His  passed  idong  a  corridor.     Within  one  lA 

penon,  all  would  have  been  of  no  avail  the  cbarabers  he  heard  a  voice  engaged 

if  He  had  been  without  something  to  in  prayer.    It  was  tlie  Dnke  praying  to 

plead  for  us.     Yon  know  what  that  St.  Frauds.     Waiting  till  the  prajer 

something  is.  He  pleads  His  blood,  shed  was  over,  Donald  opened  the  door,  and 

for  sinnen ;  and  so  precione  is  the  blood  greeting    his    lordship,    told    him    his 

of  Jesus,  His  Son,  in  the  sight  of  God,  simple  tale,  and  aekea  to  be  contiuued 

that  He  never  pleade  it  in  vain.    It  is  in  t&e  farm,  which  lor  three  genentdtHS 

an  all-previuling  plea  ;  yee,  and  it  is  all-  had  been  in  his  family.     The  Dnke  tm 

availing.     It  is  a  plea  which  any  sinner  moved  by  tite  story,  and  granted  hig 

ma^come  into  God's  pretence  and  plead,  request.    On  thanking  and  taking  leaTC 

It  u  a  plea  which,  the  moment  you  plead  of  the  noblenutn,  a  happy  tiionght  stiodt 

it  on  ebrth,  Jesos  adds  His  Reading  in  Donald.    He  turned  round,  and  b^|^ 

heaven.    And  the  moment  His  inter-  his    lordahip's   pardon,    apoke  to  Iiim 

cession  goes  with  yours,  yon  are  par-  about  his  prayer  to  St.   Frands,  and 

doned  and  acoepted.    He  lays  His  hands  how  praying  to  St.  Frantsa  could  do  no 

apon  yon — yee,  children  ;  but  see,  tb^  good — nothing   conld    but  ^ying  to 

KK  pteretd  iuaida.    This  tells  you  of  the  Ood  throogh  Christ.      FrayiDg  to  St 

blood -shedding.      It  tells  yon  of    the  ¥nam  was  just  like  him  going  to  the 

gnmmd  on  which  yon  may  be  pardoned,  factor — that  would  have  done  no  good ; 

-It  points  to  the  plea  on  which  you  may  but  going  direct  to  headquarter,  be 

tA  paidon.    It  shows  you  where  your  was   succeeefal.      He  then    urged  tiie 

interoeflaion  and  His  tntercenion  may  Dnke  to  carry  his  petition,   not  to  St 

become  one  and  the  same.    Nowhere  Francis  nor  to  a^  at  the  saints,  bat  to 

etae  is  there  such  a  plea ;  and  as  there  Ood  BimseH  by  Jesus  Christ, 

is  hut  one  plea,  and  One  in  whom  it  There  is  bat  one  name  wherety  we 

is  fonnd,  there  is  but  one  Mediator.  can  be  saved.   There  is  but  one  way  to 

There  is  one  Mediatoi^-6«i:(iufe  only  the  Father.    ThtK  is  bat  tme  Hsdiator 

in  Jauau  there  Sie  Mediator-prerogalive.  between  .Ood  and  men.    Uary  is  not 

Once  on  a  time  there  was  a  Catholic  that  Mediator.    None  of  tiie  saints,  vt- 

noblemau  in    Scotland,  who    left   the  called,  is.    The  Mediator  between  God 

management   c^  his  estate  entirely  to  and  men  is  the  Man  ChrKt  Jcbib-    He 

his  factor.     The  factor  detennined  to  alone  is  appointed  Mediator.    H^T'J 

torn  an  hottest  man  ont  of  his  holding,  set  up  from  everlasting.     Him  hath  «« 

simply  because  he  was  a    Protestant,  the   Father  sealed.      Oome  by  Cbnit. 

Notice  was  served  on  Donald  that  be  This  is  to  honour  God  by  coming  in  ais 

most  quit  at  the  next  term.     It  was  appointed  way  ;  this  is  to  anoint  Chnft 

hard  to  be  turned  adrift  from  the  place  asyonr  anointed;  it  is  to  crown  Him  u 

where  he  was  bom,  and  liis  father  and  your  King ;  it  is  to  rely  on  Him  M  T^ 

grandfather  before    him.      There  was  Mediator. 


THE  COMMUNION  WINE  QUESTION. 


Sir, — Your  readers  are,  in  my  opinion,  very  much  indebted  to  the  Rev.  Sfr-  *™ 
for  his  learned  and  elaborate  article  on  this  question  contained  in  the  August  i"™"^ 
of  the  Magazine.  But  there  is  one  point  which  Mr,  Mair,  I  think,  pa»ed  over  too 
flli|^tly^-oamely,  'that  in  Holy  Scnpturo  wine  means  wine — in  other  worfj,  i« 
fermented  juice  at  the  grape.'  This  is  not  Mily  disputed  bymany,  ^"*.***'T]r 
of  it  is  the  main  pwnt  of  their  argument  against  the  use  of  wine,  as  is  evidmt  ttm 
the  ill-judged  pamphlet  which  Oi.  Miur  mentions,  '  which  was  circulated  at  tnu^ 
t&  the  church  doors  in  Edinburgh  a  few  Sabbaths  ago,'  M  well  as  from  oaa 
produotiims  of  the  anti-wine-disputants.  It  is  solely  for  the  purpose  of  ^^  ^ 
some  evidence  on  this  point  that  I  write  yon  ;  and  dl  that  I  propose  is,  to  ■'^^ 
a  few  cxtracta  from  an  article  which  appeared  several  years  ago  in  Uie  Amf'™* 
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BibliolhMa  Sacra,  EUid  from  one  or  two  other  learned  discuBrioDS  of  the  question. 
It  ought  to  be  a  ground  of  confidence  to  total  abatainerg,  in  reading  these  extracts, 
that  the  ymtar  of  that  article  is  bimaelf  one  of  their  nnmber,  and  that  all  ihoGe 
whoee  Btateioenbi  he  quotes  are  total  abstaioera  also.  Surelj  thej/  cannot  bnt  be 
regarded  as  moat  nnexcaptionable  witnesses  to  the  facts  the;  record.  With  one 
'or  two  explanations,  included  in  brackets,  I  leave  the  extracts  to  spe^  for  them- 
selres : — 

'  None  deir^  that  wine  was  the  element  originally  n«ed  by  our  Saviour,  and  ap- 
pointed by  Him  to  bo  the  emblem  of  Hii  blood  in  showing  the  Lord's  death  till 
He  come.  Some,  hovever,  would  condemn  the  use  of  it  if  feteented ;  but  what 
if  it  be  its  very  natui«  to  ba  fermented?  What  if  fermentation  be  essential  to  iU 
becoming  wine  ?  What  if  die  liquid  called  unf  ermented  wine  be  nnknown  in  tbe 
Bible  or  m  Bible  landa,  and  known  in  history  only  as  one  of  the  nnnatoral  and 
rare  luxuries  of  tlie  most  eormpt  period  of  the  Roman  Empire? 

'  If  wine  is  the  element  to  be  used,  it  would  cflri«iuly  seem  proper  to  learn 
wbat  it  is  from  those  works  which  give  us  the  meaning  of  words,  not  according 
to  the  private  opinions  of  any,  but  as  fixed  by  general  usage.  We  can  make  no 
progress  in  any  discusdon,  and  as  little  can  we  commend  a  good  cause  to  general 
cODfldeoce,  if  in  order  to  do  so  we  must  nse  the  names  of  material  objects  in  a 
sense  different  from  their  established  meaning ;  but  if  that  meaning  is  so  fixed 
that  rival  lexioographers,  while  differing  widely  where  usage  is  divided,  agree  per- 
fectiiy  in  their  definition  of  wine,  ought  we  not  to  accept  of  it  withoi^  qneatdtnt  ? 
Wluit,  then,  is  thdr  testimony? 

'  Webster  giveg  four  definitionB :  (1)  The  fomented  juice  of  grapes  ;  (2)  The 
juice  of  certain  fruits  prepared  with  sugar,  sometimes  witli  spirits,  etc.  eto. ;  (3) 
Intoxication ;  (4)  Drinking.  The  only  one  of  tliese  definitions  with  which  the 
present  qae«tion  has  to  do  is  the  first ;  and  the  same  remark  is  true  of  Worcester, 
who  gives  two  definitions :  (1)  The  fermented  jnice  of  the  grape,  a  spritoons 
liqaor  resulting  from  the  fermentation  of  grape  juice  ;  (3)  The  fermented  jnice  of 
certain  fmitfl,  resembling  in  many  respects  the  wine  obtained  from  n^pes,  but 
distinguished  therefrom  by  naming  flie  souroe  whence  it  is  derived,  as,  e.g., 
currant  wine,  elderberry  wine,  etc.  etc.  [Appleton's  American  Cychpudia  is  also 
quoted  to  the  same  effect ;  but  instesid  of  it  we  may  substitute  tiie  definition  of 
onr  own.  Samuel  Johnson,  who  carries  after  him  all  other  British  iexicographeia. 
Hia  definition  is  also  twofold  :  (I)  The  formated  juice  of  the  grape  ;  and  (2) 
Preparations  of  v^etablee  by  fermentation,  called  by  the  general  name  of  ivrnen, 
hare  quite  different  qualities  from  the  plant,  for  no  fruit,  taken  crude,  has  the 
intoxicating  quality  of  tcine  ; — this  latter  explanation  evidently  implying  that  all 
wine,  properly  so  called,  has  this  intoxicating  quality  less  or  more/]  Tne  writer 
from  whom  we  quote  goes  on ; — 

'  Now  why  prejudice  a  good  cause  by  denying  the  fixed  meaning  of  a  well- 
knovn  article  (or  word),  arraying  against  that  cause  the  settled  use  of  language? 
There  is  no  greater  lundrance  to  a  favourable  reception  of  the  argumente  for 
temperance  among  thoee  who  have  not  yet  become  tlie  slaves  of  a  debasing 
appetite,  than  the  suspicion  that,  however  plausible  they  appear,  yot  &ey  contain 
a  lurking  fallacy,  which  needs  only  to  be  brought  out  to  spoil  them  alL  Now  why 
confirm  such  ^qudioesby  doing  yiolenoe  to  the  acknowledged  meaning  of  words? 
What  is  an  intelfigent  man  to  think  of  the  unfcrmented  wine,  which  eome  insist 
shall  be  used  at  tlie  sacrament,  when  he  reads  such  definitions  ? 

'  Leaving  the  dictionaries,  let  as  next  inqmie  whether  there  are  any  traces  in 
BiUe  lands  to-day  of  an  unfermented  wine.  .  .  . 

'  Writers  generally  agree  that  our  Saviour  used  the  ordinary  wine  provided  for 
the  Passover.  TiiuB  L.  Coleman,  D.D.,  says  * : — "  The  common  wine  al  Palestine 
is  of  a  red  colour.  Such  was  the  wine  which  our  Saviour  used  at  the  sacrament, 
■a  it  would  seem  both  from  the  nature  of  the  case  and  from  the  declaration, 
'  This  is  my  Uood.' " 

'  We  have  no  accounts  of  the  customs  of  Bible  lands  so  reliable  as  tboee  of  mis- 
tionories,  familiar  with  bilidical  literature,  and  equally  so  with  the  daily  li^o  of  the 
people  among  whom  they  dwell.    Let  ns  hear  their  testimony. 
*  Andatt  CArvitonify  Exmpli/kd,  p.  it7. 
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'Dr.  Justin  PedinsuyB*: — "The  jwice  of  the  grape  ia  naod in  three  w»p  [n 
Penda.  When  enmply  oipreaaed,  it  is  called  '  sweet,'  i.e.  (not  sweet  wise,  but) 
Bveet  Uqnor.  It  ia  not  drank  in  that  state,  nor  r^wded  ss  fit  for  use,  an;  more 
th&n  new  nnaettled  cider  at  the  press  in  America ;  nor  is  it  even  called  icirte  till 
it  is  fermented.  A  second  and  ver;-  extensive  use  of  the  juice  of  the  grape  lathe 
syrap ,  made  from  boiling  it  from  tiie  sweet  state,  which  resemhles  our  molasKS, 
and  IS  used  in  the  same  way  for  en'eet«ning,  but  ia  neyer  used  aa  a  drink.  This  ii, 
in  fact,  neither  more  nor  less  than  Orient^  molasses.  The  third  use  of  the  jaice 
of  the  grape  is  the  distillatton  of  it  into  arrack,  or  Asiatic  brandj.  The  wines  of 
Persia  are  in  general  much  lighter  than  those  of  Europe,  but  they  are  still  ilwijB 
intoxicating.  In  making  these  statements,  I  throw  down  no  gauntlet  for  coDtio- 
versy  on  the  much-vexed  wine  question,  but  wish  simply  to  coimnnnicste  infonim- 
tion.  Were  I  to  hazard  the  expression  of  personal  feeling  and  opinion  on  the 
Keneral  subject,  it  would  be  that  of  the  deepest  regret  for  any  approximation  in 
&e  t«ndency  of  the  age  to  die  removal  of  the  sacred  landmarks  of  Scripttus  in- 
stitntjona." 

'  The  ReT.  Benjamin  Labaree,  jun.,  who  has  been  seven  years  a  miseionaiy 
among  the  Nestorians,  writes  to  his  father.  Dr..  Labaree,  late  President  of  Middlg- 
bury  College : — "  Let  me  state  some  of  the  facts ;  and  first,  in  r^ard  to  tin 
character  of  the  wines  produced.  With  the  most  careful  inquiries,  I  have  bwa 
nnable  to  learn  that  any  wine  is  ever  manufactured  in  the  coontry  which  ia  not 
intoxicating.     The  various  kinds  made  differ  more  or  leas  in  their  intoxicating 

Kweis ;  but  all  are  fermented,  and  all,  sooner  or  later,  produce  the  same  efecti 
e  simple  unfermented  juice  of  the  grape  is  never  used  as  a  beverage.  The  veiy 
Syrian  word  for  wine,  by  ita  etymology,  signifies  fermented." 

'  It  may  give  this  testimony  of  Mr,  Labaree  the  more  weight  with  the  frienda  of 
temperance  to  add,  that  the  whole  letter  (from  which  the  above  extract  was  taken) 
earnestly  maintdns  the  principle  of  total  abstinence,  in  oppositiou  to  the  modenle 
drinking,  so  called,  of  Europe  and  the  East. 

'  Dr.  Eii  Smith,  long  resident  in  Syria,  to  whom  Bobinaoo's  Biblical  lUieanAa 
are  largely  indebted  for  their  minute  and  accurate  information,  gives  an  account  of 
the  "wines  of  Mount  Lebanon"  in  the  BiStotAeca  Sacro  (1846,  pp.  386-369),  from 
which  we  condense  the  following  information : — "The  methods  of  making  winein 
Lebanon  may  be  reduced  to  three :  (1)  The  mast  is  fermented  withont  desicration 
or  boiling.  Little  is  made  in  this  way,  and,  except  in  cool  localitiea,  it  doM  not 
keep  well,  though  '  poaaeasing  rather  strong  intoxicating  powers.'  (^)  The  a'"' 
ia  boiled  down  ahout  four  or  five  per  cent.,  and  then  fermented.  (3)  1^ 
grapes  are  dried  in  the  sun  from  five  to  ten  days,  till  the  stems  an  diTl 
they  ore  then  pressed,  and  most,  skins,  stems,  and  tdl  are  put  into  open  jan, 
to  ferment  about  amontb.  This  wine  keeps  better,  and  will  somelimeB  hora; 
but  it  is  only  about  one-third  of  the  weight  of  the  grapes  that  are  ""^ 
making  it.  The  beet  wines  yield  thirty-three  per  cent,  of  what  is  called  good 
brandy. .  ,  .  Wines  are  never  enforced  (strengthened)  with  brandy;  but,"  mj< 
Dr.  Smilii,  "  unmtoxicating  wines  I  have  never  been  able  to  hear  of.  All  wfeM 
they  say,  intoxicate  more  or  leas.  So  also,  when  inquiring  for  '  nnfemeoted 
wine,'  I  have  uniformly  been  met  with  a  stare  of  surprise.  The  very  idea  seeM 
to  be  regarded  as  an  absurdity.  The  name  for  wine  in  Arabic  is  derived  (roni«« 
verb  to  ferment.  It  is  cognate  with  the  word  for  leaven,  and  itself  also  dgnifia 
fermentation.  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  that  any  process  is  ever  adopted  M 
airesting  vinous  fermentation  before  it  is  completed."  And  if  Dr.-Eli  SmitbtfloliJ 
not  learn  it,  the  world  may  rest  very  sure  that  it  was  not  to  be  learned,  in  Sjria 
at  least.' 

[The  same  article  from  which  these  quotations  have  been  taken  contains  aw 
analogous  statements  by  Dr.  C,  V.  A.  Van  Dyck,  who  has  been  more  than  a  qnsrta 
of  a  century  in  Syria,  and  is  perhaps  more  familiar  with  the  Arabic  language  and 
literature,  and  more  intimately  acquainted  with  the  customs  of  the  people,  t™ 
any  other  foreigner.  From  a  fetter  of  his  on  this  subject,  we  can  give  only*"" 
disconnected  but  self-contained  assertions]  : — '  There  is  not,'  he  saya,  '  and,  w  M 
as  I  can  fijid  out,  never  was  (in  Syria)  anything  like  what  has  been  called  unffl- 
•  Saidtnee  of  Eight  Yeari  in  Periia,  p.  S36. 


"    o.Ti^ariT''  COEEESPONDENOE.  461 

mented  vine.  The  thing  ia  nnkoown  is  the  East  ...  In  Sfria,  and,  as  far  aa 
1  can  learn,  in  all  Uie  Eaat,  there  is  no  wine  preaerved  unfermented,  and  they 
neTer'make  nine  of  raiaiiiH ;  but  tliey  do  make  dibs  or  molaases  of  raisins,  and  thej 
ferment  them,  and  make  arrack  of  them  (hv  distillation).  But  thev  could  not  keep 
grape- juice  or  raisin-water  unfermented,  it  they  would  ;  it  wonid  become  either 
wine  or  vinegar  in  a  few  daya,  or  would  go  into  putretactiye  fermentation.'  '  The 
native  Churches,  Evangelic^,  Maroaite,  Greek,  Coptic,  and  Armenian,  all  use  fer- 
mented wine  at  the  Comnnmion.  They  have  no  other,  and  hare  no  idea  of  any 
other.  ...  At  the  Paaaover,  only  fermented  wine  ia  uaed  (by  the  Jews).  Aal 
said  before,  there  is  no  other,  and  therefore  they  have  no  idea  of  any  other.' 

[These  quotatioDB  onght  to  be  enough  to  settle  this  novel  questbu  about  '  unfer- 
mented wine '  at  the  Communion,  at  least  with  every  intelligent  acd  unprejudiced 
mind,  and  so  prevent  or  put  down  any  agitation  on  the  aubject  in  our  churches. 
But  it  may  be  useful  to  add  to  them  a  few  remarks  on  the  chief  worda  used  ia 
Scripture  for  wine ;  and  these  we  shall,  for  the  aake  of  brevity,  condenae  mainly 
fnmKitto's  Cyclopmdia  of  Biblical  Literature,  edited  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  IT.  L.  Alex- 
ander of  Edinburgh.  In  the  fonner  edidona  of  that  wo^  in  the  articles  on 
'  wine '  and  '  fruit,'  written  by  Dr.  F.  S.  Leea,  an  attempt  had  been  made  to 
commit  the  Bible  to  the  figment  of  ' nnfermeoted  wine.'  'But  nothing  could  be 
better  fitted,' aaya  the  author  we  have  abeady  quoted,  *to  prejudice  an  Oriental 
scholar  against  the  temperance  reformatioa,  than  to  put  those  articles  into  his 
hauda.'  In  the  improved  edition  by  Dr.  Alexander,  the  former  of  these  articles 
is  left  oat,  and  a  much  more  accurate  and  reliable  statement  of  the  whole  subject, 
by  the  Rev.  Isaac  Jennings  of  Kelvedon,  Essex  (a  total  abstainer  for  many  years), 
is  inserted  in  ita  stead.  All  that  we  deem  necessary  is  to  give  a  condensed  view 
of  what  is  said  of  two  or  three  of  the  princi^pal  words  rendered  tome  in  Scripture.! 

The  first  of  these  is  yayin.  This  word  is  the  moat  commonly  used  in  the  Old 
Testament  Scripture  {or  wine,  occurring  H2  times,  and  ia  also  the  moat  compre- 
henBive,  includmg  wines  of  all  aorta,  although  used  also,  in  a  more  restricted 
sense,  to  denote  red  wine.  That  yayin  was  intoxicating  admits  of  no  question,  as 
any  one  may  see  for  himself  by  consulting  the  followmg  pasaagea,  in  which  this 
word  is  uaed  -.—Gen.  U.  21 ;  1  Sam.  L  14,  xxv.  86,  37 ;  Isa.  xiriiL  1,  7,  8 ;  Jer. 
xxiii.  9.  But  although  intoxicating,  it  was  not  only  permitted  to  be  drunk,  bnt 
traa  also  uaed  for  aacred  purpoaea,  and  iaspokeu  of  as  a  blessing,  as  ia  evident  from 
the  following  Scriptures,  where  the  same  word  is  used : — Num.  vi  20 ;  Deut.  ziv. 
26 ;  Judg.  ix.  13  ;  Pa.  civ.  15 ;  Gen.  liv.  18 ;  Ex.  xiix.  40 ;  Lev.  iiiii.  13  ;  Num. 
XV.  6.  [The  use  of  this  word,  when  wine  is  spoken  of  as  a  aymbol  of  spiritual 
blesaingB,  or  of  the  gospel  salvation,  ia  especially  worthy  of  notice :  as  in  these 
passagea — Frov.  ix.  2,  5  j  Son^  v.  1 ;  Isa.  Iv.  l.J 

Another  word  for  wme,  tirosh,  occurs  some  84  times  in  Scripture.  It  ia 
sometimes  translated  'new  wine,'  sometimes  'sweet  wine,'  but  oftener  umply 
*  wine.'  That  it  meant  an  intoxicating  beverage  is  obvious  from  Hoa.  iv.  II ,  where 
the  word  is  used ;  but  that  it  was  also  spoken  of  as  a  blessing,  and  a  symbol  of 
Bpiritoal  good,  ia  equally  obvious  from  Gen.  zxvii.  28,  Ps.  iv.  7,  Frov.  ili.  10, 
Zech.  ix.  17,  etc. 

Another  word,  chemer,  derived  from  the  verb  to  boil  or  ferment,  occurs  in  its 
Hebrew  and  Ghaldee  forms  bnt  eight  times  in  Scripture,  and  ia  used  much  in  the 
same  way  as  the  previous  words ;  as  may  be  seen  in  Deut.  xxxii.  14,  Isa.  xzviL  2, 
Ezra  vi.  9,  Dan.  v.  1,  2. 

And  another,  sJiSchar,  is  only  onee  in  Scripture  rendered  '  strong  wine  -, '  in  all 
Other  instances  it  ia  rendered  '  atrong  drink.  It  is  sometimes  distinguished  from 
wine,  being  associated  with  it  in  the  aame  statement — '  wine  and  strong  drink.'  It 
ia  once  preacribed  to  be  used  aa  a  drink-offering.  Num.  xxviii.  7.  It  was  permitted 
to  be  used  by  the  Israelites  (Dent.  xiv.  36),  but  ia  never  used  as  a  symbol  for 
spiritual  blessings.  *  The  word  seems  to  mean  strong  drink,  from  whatever  sub- 
stance it  was  made.'  [There  are  other  words  rendered  wine  iu  the  Old  Testament, 
but  they  occur  ao  seldom,  and  are  of  so  doubtful  meaninga,  that  little  light  on 
this  aubject  can  be  derived  from  them.] 

It  is  only  necessary  further  to  notice,  for  a  moment,  the  chief  word  for  wine 
used  in  the  New  Testament  Scriptures,  namely,  otno* — which  seems  nearly  con* 
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neoted,  etymologioallf ,  with  the  firet  Hebrew  word  we  mentioDod,  and  from  vliidi 
fdao  the  Latin  vinum  and  the  English  wine  seem  to  be  derived.  That  it  meaiu, 
like  all  the  other  woida,  wine  ^xxlnced  by  fermentatioii,  is  obriona  bom  an 
Loid'a  parable,  which  alao  malceB  it  a  aymbol  of  spiritual  truth  and  privilege 
(Matt  K.  17 ;  Mark  ii  22 ;  Lake  t.  37,  38).  That  the  wise  meant  by  it  iru 
intoxicating  when  osed  to  excess  is  plun  from  these  paatogee,  in  which  Ihig 
word  oooois:  EpkT.  18;  ITim.  iii.  8;  Tit.  ii.  S.  Bnt  that  it  vras  ilself  t 
blessing,  and  given  to  be  used  in  moderatdon  and  thankfolnees,  is  pot  hejmd 
all  quertiou  by  the  facts  t^t  the  fint  miracle  of  Jeaiu  was  the  creatios  of » 
beverage  called  by  this  name,  and  that  it  formed  His  geneioua  oontribntioa  to 
t^e  marriage-feast  of  Cana  in  Qalilee  (John  ii.  S,  9,  10).  It  may  be  mentioned 
that  there  is  one  other  word  used  in  the  New  Teettunent  for  wine,  or  'new 
wine,'  namely,  glokos,  but  it  ia  used  only  onoe  (Acts  ii.  13).  It  it  that  ly 
which  the  Hebrew  woid  yayin  is  translated  by  the  Septuagint  in  Job  xzziL  19: 
.  '  S^hold,  my  belly  is  as  wine  which  hath  no  vent ;  it  is  rMdy  to  bmrst  like  am 
bottles.'  This  sofflcieutl^  indicates  that  the  word  meant  something  tenotBted  oc 
fermenting ;  while  Acts  ii.  15  also  clearly  impliea  that  it  meant  acfflwthing  intcm- 
oating. 

But  enough  has  been  said  lor  the  present.  These  well-aatbentioated&cts  ougM, 
I  think,  to  satisfy  all  parties  that  a  oontroveisy  on  the  subject  of  oommnnioQ  wnu 
is  unnecessary,  and  can  only  lead  to  unprofitable  and  mischievons  strife,— fltrift 
tita,i  is  likely  both  to  break  up  the  peace  of  the  Church  and  bring  ridicule  and 
weakness  on  the  cause  of  temperance. — I  am,  etc.  An  Old  Discifle. 


PROCLAMATION  OF  BASKS.. 
Sir, — I  observed,  witbeome  interest,  the  question,  in  your  iMt  number,  'Why  dot* 
the  United  Presbyt^riaa  Church  not  go  in  for  the  abolition  of  the  (ffocUmatioD 
of  banns  in  the  Established  Church  ?  '  A  well-directed  and  vigorously-prosecoUd 
effort  for  this  object  might  probal^  be  sncoessful,  and  the  movement  it  Jeariy, 
pro  lanto,  in  the  right  Erection.  It  seems  an  Action  touching  banns  baa  been 
railed  in  the  Court  of  Session.  The  parish  of  Cambmnethan  is  seeking  to  rwtnm 
the  qwmd  Mcra  pariah  of  Wishaw  from  making  proclamation ;  and  the  cue,  I 
believe,  wiU  be  debated  before  Lord  Maokende,  as  Ordinary,  in  the  conrae  of 
October.  This  seema  to  present  a  good  starting-point  for  the  discussion  or  agiution 
of  the  whole  subject.  Public  attention  wiU  be  somewhat  av^iened,  asd  tlie 
facta  wiU  very  likely  be  brought  into  view. 

The  lawyers  will,  of  course,  manage  the  matter  in  their  own  way;  birt  lien 
seem  to  be  three  main  questions  for  the  consideration  of  the  public.  FirO,  What 
law  is  there  for  proclamation  ?  Stress,  I  understand,  is  laid  on  the  enaetKeot  in 
the  Directory  for  Public  Worship  appended  to  the  ConfeAsion  of  Faith.  That, 
with  its  sanctions,  may  be  good  law  ;  but  I  wonder  how  Sessions  can  enforce  it, 
seeing  they  flagrantly  and  habitually  violate  it  by  allowing  three  proclamalioaa  tD 
'  e  made  on  two  SabbathB,  or  more  frequently  on  one,  while  it  exjoesaly  reqnif» 
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three  several  Sabbaths.  Stcimd,  What  authority  is  tiere  for  e_v— o  — 
such  fees  ?  I^  have  no  doubt  there  is  abundance  of  Sessional  resolutioM,  but 
that,  I  suspect,  is  home-made  law.  Use  and  wont  is  often  pleaded,  bnt  hat  that 
any  real  validity  in  a  constitutional  question?  Third,  Can  proclamation,  M  ^ 
present  conducted,  be  defended  on  the  ground  of  public  utihty  ?  AdmiHin^  the 
expediency  of  due  intimation  being  given  before  marriage  is  cel^brattd,  i'  " 
manifest  that,  in  very  numerous  cases,  such  intimation  is  not  given  under  the 
present  rMme.  For  eiample,  in  the  Barony  Church,  Giaagow,  or  m  St  Cnthbert'a, 
Edinbnrgn,  what  a  list  of  names  is,  at  certain  seasons,  blattered  over,  and  marriag* 
thereby  legalized,  while  in  perhaps  a  majority  of  the  cases,  not  an  isdividiw 
concerned  gets  the  slightest  hint  of  what  is  to  take  place  I  Surely  aome  nelhod 
for  giving  due  notice  might  be  devised  which  \romd  at  once  more  effectu^ 
ans'ffer  the  pi^pose,  and  at  the  same  time  be  unobjectionable  on  the  score  « 
sectarianism.  The  latter  conaidgiation  should,  in  these  days,  be  a  lecomniaD^' 
tion  to  the  supporters  of  the  Establishment.— I  am,  etc.,  Civtt 
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|Htel%«u<,— SnittiJ  ^rtsbjjtman  Cfrurr^. 


Cooper,   stndent,  wu   certified   to    Iiare 
paiaed  the  examinationi  for  ftdmugion  to 
Abtrdeen. — Thi«  preabyterj  met  on  lat     the  Theological  Hall;  nnd  after  hii  being 
September  to  dispoie  of  tno   calls   ad-     examioed   on    personal  piety,   character, 


dressed  to  Rev.  Mattbew  Oalbraith,  Char-  and  motives  for  enterinE  on  the  Christiaa 
lotto  Street  congregation,  Aberdeen,  mmistr;,  the  clerk  was  Initrncted  to  cer- 
Commisuoners  from  the  different  congre-     tify   him   to   the  Halt. — This   presbjtery 


Stioos    being    called,    compeared,    vii.  again  met  at  Keith  on  the  6tb  of  Sep- 

essrs.    Samuel   Pateraon  and   Andrew  tember — Mr.  Millar,  moderator.    A  letter 

Laing,  for  Charlotte  Street;  for  Victoria  from  Mr.   Macfarlane   accepting  cajl  to 

Street  Chnrch,  Dundee,  Messrs.  M'Selvie,  Keith  was  read.    He  delivered  Ms  ttids 

Logie,  Iijron,  and  Jefirej,  with  BeT.  Alex-  for  ordination,  nhicb  were  UDauimonslj 

ander  Millar  for  Presbytery  of  Dundee ;  goatained.      The  ordination  was  fixed  to 

from  Oilleapie  Church,  Olaagow,  Mesara.  take  place  on  Thursday,  ISthofOctober^ 

Malcolm  and  M'Arthnr,  and  Dr.  Joseph  Mr.  Qilmour  to  preacb,  Hr.  Millar  to  pr»- 

Bromi  for  Glasgow  Presbytery.    Heasoni  aide  and  address  the  pastor,  Mr.  Qreen  to 

for     translation    were   read    from    both  addresa   the   people.      A   conference  on 

chnrcbes  calling,  and  answers  from  Char-  evangelistic  work  was  held.    It  was  re- 

lotte  Street.    XWo  conunissioners  for  each  mitted  to  tbe  Evangelistic  Committee  to 

con^egation  were  heard.     After  prayer  aecnre  the  aid  of  deputies  familiar  with 

by  fir.  David  Brown  of  the  Free  Church,  the  work,  and  to  make  arrangements  for 

Ht.  Oalbraith  gave  his  deciaion  to  remain  holding  meetings  after  harvest.     It  was 

in  his  present  sphere  of  labour.    The  calls  agreed  to  consider  the  remits  from  Synod 

were  laid  aside,  and  tbe  moderator,  Bev.  at  next  meeting, 

Archibald  Young,  addressed  appropriate  Car&fc.—ThiB  presbytery  met  at  Pen- 
remarks  to  the  several  commiesionera,  rith  on  September  IStb,  in  the  TTiiited 
which  were  responded  to  bj  Dr.  Joseph  Presbyterian  Chmcb,  at  10  o'clock  uk., 
Brown  and  Mr.  Miliar.  A  very  consider-  and  was  constituted  by  the  Rev,  Peter 
able  number  of  the  members  of  Mr.  Oal-  Carrnthers,  Longtown,  moderator.  Mr. 
braith's  present  charge  were  present  dur-  Carmthets  having  completed  his  term  of 
inKthe  proceedings.  office  as  moderator,  Mr.  Chapman  wm 
Bonjfsfttre. — Tbia  presbytery  met  at  appointed  moderator  for  the  next  twelve 
Banff  on  the  2Sth  of  July— the  Bev.  J.-  months,  and,  being  present,  took  the 
Heiktehsm,  moderator  pro  iem.  Messrs.  chair.  Messrs.  Taunohill  and  Sewell 
Andreir  Wilson  and  William  Chalmers,  were  appointed  to  repreaent  the  presby- 
commissioners  from  Keith  congregation,  tcry  upon  the  Committee  of  BiUs  and 
laid  on  tbe  table  a  call  addressed  lo  Wil-  Overtures,  at  the  meeting  of  the  English 
Uam  H.  Macfarlane,  preacher,  Qlasgow.  Synod  to  be  held  in  Manchester  in 
The  call  was  aostained,  and  placed  in  the  October.  Communications  were  read 
hands  of  Mr.  Macfarlane.  Subjects  of  from  the  Home  Mission  Board  with  re- 
trials  for  ordination  were  also  assigned  gard  to  the  congr^ationa  of  Holywell  and 

hln.     In  (hs    avnnf   nf  hia    . ..na..*. ..  .oi         Cln  T  .>■, -f n=. rj^  aCCOrdmg  10  wMcb  ihC  ptOsby- 

asked  to  approve  of  the  proposi- 

...       ,     ,  -        ..the  annnal  supplement  in  either 

1  Keith   daring   tbe  next   twelve  case  be  railed  from  £60  to  £^0.    After 

months,  and  at  lO  ^x.  Kest  meeting  to  due  consideration,  the  presbytery  approved 
be  held  on  Btb  September.  Mr.  Simmers  of  the  arrangements.  Mr.  Tannahill  re- 
reported  that  he  had  dispensed  the  ordi-  ported,  that  upon  receiving  a  supplement 
nance  of  the  Supper  at  Cabrach  on  day  of  £60  per  annum  to  aid  in  prosecuting 
appointed,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Millar,  who.  Home  ^Mission  work,  hia  congregation 
on  aoeonnt  of  ill  health,  was  on  the  Con-  had  agreed  to  raise  his  stipend  to  £100 
tinent;  and  that  he  bad  presided  in  tbe  per  annum.  A  letter  was  read  aneat  tbe 
election  of  five  elders,  viz.  Alexander  biennial  collection  for  the  Aged  Minis- 
Watt,  William  Gran,  jnn.,  James  Boss,  tets'  Pund,  and  members  of  presbytery 
Jobn  Sbeed,  and  James  Taylor.  His  were  urged  to  implement  the  inatmctions 
conduct  was  approved,  and  Messrs.  Millar  of  the  Supreme  Court.  It  was  reported 
and  Wans  were  appointed  a  committee,  that  the  Bynod  at  its  last  meeting  had 
with  presbyterial  powers  to  proceed  with  agreed  to  sanctioit  the  use  of  Hodge's 
their  ordination.  Proposals  of  Home  Systematic  Theology  for  the  presbyterial 
Committee  reading  stipend  of  several  examination  of  students,  and  Mr.  Christie 
congregations  in  the  presbytery  were  con-  slated  that  a  copy  of  this  work  had  been 
sidered    and    approved    of.       Mr.    John  forwarded  to  him  as  clerk  of  presbytery. 
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The  next  meeting  of  preBbTter;  wai  tu.  that  the  work  amongst  them  should 
appointed  to  be  held  ia  Fisher  Street  be  carried  on  b;  peisoiiB  speciallj  qnali- 
Cborcti,  Carlisle,  on  tbe  Tnesdaf  after  fied  and  constantly  resident  in  the  dji- 
tbe  fine  Sunday  of  December,  at  10.30  trict,  nith  occasional  Tisit^  from  svnodictl 
AJt.  Bgenls.  Sd,  To  bare  a  series  of  succea- 
Cupar. — This  presbyterr  met  in  Boston  sire  meetings  daring  the  winter  in  the 
Charch,  Cnpar,  on  16th  September — Mr.  different  congregations  under  their  in- 
Allison,  moderator.  A  letter  was  read  spection,  and  to  remit  the  matter  to  the 
from  Mr.  Daniel  U'Lean,  probationer,  Mission  and  Erangeligtic  Committee  to 
declining  the  call  addressed  to  hirp  from  make  arrangementa  for  the  same,  and 
St.  Andrews,  and  it  was  agreed  tbat  the  for  other  cTangelistic  efforts  in  the  mora 
call  shonld  be  set  aside.  A  reoort  of  necessitons  districts  within  the  presb;- 
tha  resnlts  of  the  entrance  examination  tery's  bounds,  and  to  report  to  next  meet> 
for  admission  to  the  Theological  Hall  was  ing  of  piesbylerj.  And  3d,  Eameatly 
laid  ou  tbe  table,  from  which  it  appeared  recommend  the  brethren  to  enlist  the 
that  Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Bairon,  sympathies  and  efforts  of  their  sessiooi 
students,  recommended  by  the  Cupar  for  the  reriral  of  religion  and  tbe  conrer- 
PresbTtery,  had  passed  tbe  examination,  sion  of  sools  witbia  the  sphere  of  tbeir 
and  been  admitted  to  tbe  study  of  influence,  and  as  far' as  possible  to  inrile 
Divinity  in  connection  with  the  United  tbe  co-operalion  of  other  erangeiical  de- 
Presbyterian  Church.    Bead  a  letter  from  nominations  in  this  work.  Suiwi—Ramit 


Mr.  James  Aitken,  St.  Andrews,  student  anent  tbe  superintendence  of  joang  per- 

of  DiTJnity  of  the  fifth  ^ear,  expressing  sous  cban^ng  their  places  of  lesidenee. 

a  desire  to  be  taken  Sn  trial  for  licence  by  After  consideration,  it  was  agreed  that  ia- 

tbis  presbytery.    It  was  agreed  to  appoint  timation  be  made  from  the  several  pnlpitt 

(rials  of  licence  to  Mr.  Aitken.   Appointed  soliciting    information    of    tbe     change! 

the  next  meeting  to  be  held  in  tbe  same  which  may  take  place,  at  least  twice  a- 

place,  on  the  Tuesday  after  the   second  year,  and  tbat  a  committee  be  appoint«l 

Sabbath  of  October;  and  it  was  agreed  to  in  Dunfermline  to  attend  to  tbe  same,  to 
receive  the  certificates  of  those  cotoing  to 
reside  in  the  town,  and  generally  to  supei- 

irBininE.  intend  tbe  working  of  tbe  scheme,  md 

Dtta/ermUTit. — Tbis  pretbytery  met  on  committee  to  consist  of  the  ministen  of 

Tuesday  the  Ist  of  September— tter.  Mr.  Dunfermline — Mr.  Alexander,  convenei. 

H'Dowall,    moderator   pro    fern.       The  Third  —  Bemit  anent    Aged    Ministere' 

clerk  read  aletter  from  Mr.M'Lean,  under  fund.     Bead  the  «ame,  viz.  that  pretby- 

call  to  Alloa  and  Qillespia  Church,  Dun-  teries    be    iostmcled   to   use   all   proper 

fermline,  intimating  tbat  he   had  felt,  it  means  for  encouraging  the  congcegationi 

his  duty  to  accept  of  the  call  from  Alloa,  within  tbeir  respective  bounda   to   make 

The  call  from  Qillespie  Church  was  ac-  tbe  collection  at  tbeir  earliest  conreni- 

cordingly  set   aside,   and  the  cleik  was  ence,  and  as  liberal  an  amount  as  their 

instmcled  to  iufoim  Mr.  M'Lean  that  he  circumstances  will  permit.    Tjnanimonslj 

wonld  be  expected  to  give  all  bis  trials  resolved  in  terms  of  the  remit.     I'iniTth — 

for  ordination  at  next  meeting  of  presby-  Bemit  aneot  co-operation  with  Committe* 


tery.     A  moderation  was  granted  to  Ein-     on  Augmentation  Scheme.    In  regard 

■   '" '       "  ■'       vening  of     this  remit,  the  presbyte: 

LO'clo^ —     tbe    preat   importance 


the  evening  of     this  remit,  the  presbytery,  imprMsed  with 
of    tne   schema 


holidays.    Arrangements  were  made  for  the  proposed  n 

the  supply  of  tbe  vacant  pulpits  during  the  per  annum.     Mr.  Graham  wai  appoiated 

next  quarter.   Oillespie  Charch,  Donftrm-  convener  of  tbe  Evangelistic  and  Hinkm 

line,  desired  a  hearinsof  Messrs.  Hairhead  Committee,  and  Mr.  Brown  convener  of 

and  Aitchison,  preachers ;  and  Inverkeith-  the  Augmentation  Committee.    Agreed  tr 

ing  a  re-hcaring  of  Messrs.  Goodwin  and  take    np   r      "            ........ 

Allardicc,     preachers.      The     following     at  next  m(_._.„  _.  , ,-  -,, 

Synod    remits    were    then    taken   up  by  on    Tuesday,    October    41b, 

the  presbytery : — First — The  remit  anent  o'clock, 

evangelistic  effort  and   home  evangeliza-  Ediaintrgh. — Tbis    presbytery  met   on 

tion.      After    full    consideration    it  was  Tuesday,     1st     September  —  Bev.     Hr. 

■greed,  1st,  To  renew  to  the  Home  Com-  Williamson,      Qaeensfeiry,      moderator, 

mitlee   tbeir    suggeslions    of    November  The  Induction  of  Mr.  Harvey,  of  CoUegs 

1878,    In   reference    to  tbe    sgricultoral.  Street   Church,   to  Bose   Street  Chun^ 

mining,   and   iron  •  working    population,  wa«  Qxed  to  take  place  on  Wednesd^j, 
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Tth  Oc(obernext,at  one  o'clock;  and  Mr.  cases  tbej  bad  enjojed a  fair  elementarj 

Mair,    MaminRaide,    waa    appointed    ID  edncation,   and  olthongh   some   of  them 

preach,   and  Mr.    Beid  to    conduct   the  were  ataggered  at  the  thought  of  under' 

indaclion    geryices.     A   Utter  wai   read  going  a  thorough  enrricDlnm,   jt\,  with 

front  Mr.  Jobn  Taylor,  Newtown  St  Bos-  one  or  two  exceptions,  thej  were  dispoaed 

wells,   declining  the  call   to    Canongate  to  go  in  for  the  wbola  curriculnm  of  seven 

Chnrcb.      The  clerk  next   read  a  tetter  or  eight  years'  training.     Id  order  to  keep 


from  the  Chnrch  of  Hoasbank,  Shetland,     np  the  general  movement,  and  form, 

settiDg   forth  tbat  at  a  meeting  of  the     were,  a  ralljiue  point  for  oChara,  ' 

congregation   it  bad    been    unanimonslj     beeo  arranged  that  the ' 

resolved   to  petition   the  Home  Miision  ' 

Board   and   the   preabytery   to    grant   a 

moderation  for  a  call,   and  stating  thst 

there  were  at  present  in  the  congregation 

5  elders,  8  managera,  abont  90  members, 

and   about  50  ailhereDts.    Mr.   Qemmell 

and  Br.  Daridson  raised    objections   to     four  tim 

certain  informalities  in  the  procedure  of     by  a  qui 

the  congregation ;  but,  after  some  discus-     bered 


.  „  .  .  .  had 
beeo  arranged  tbat  the  whole  of  the  young 
men  ahoold  meet  occasionally  for  mntnu 
help  and  encoaragemeat,  when  a  minister 
of  an  evangelical  church  should  preside, 
igregation  Dr.  M'Bwan  further  said  he  bad  gathered 
thirty  of  the  yonng  men,  and  bad  formed 
a  class  for  elementarr  Latin,  wbicb  met 
week,  and  was  presided  oyer 
d  teacher.  Tbat  clasa  ncm. 
I  or  eighteen.  Some  of  them 
n  explanation  being  given  were  ready  to  go  as  teachers,  or  in  same 
bj  the  moderator,  the  presbytery,  believ-  humbler  capacity,  to  a  foreign  land  rather 
ing  (be  rigbts  of  tbs  congregation  to  have  than  be  disappointed  of  working  for  the 
been  secnred,  reaolved  to  grant  the  Master.  He  urged  the  presbytery  to 
prayer  of  the  petition,  withonC  at  the  appoint  a  committee  to  encourage  these 
"'—a  sanctioning  any  of  the  infer-     yonng  men,  and  give  tbem  help  s    ' 


maiiiiea  in  question,  and  appointed  Mr. 
M'Farlane,  Lerwick,  to  moderate.  Mr. 
Sclater,  missionary  from  CnflVaria,  was 
welcomed  by  the  presbytery,  who  further 
rcqneBted  him  to  address  them  on  bis 
mission  at  their  meeting  in  October.  Mr. 
Farlane'a  motion  on  patronage  was  mean- 
time adjourned. 

Qlatgov). — On  Thursday  nigbt,  3d  nit., 
this  presbyicry  met  in  Kent  Ttoad  Chnrch     cectificalea  from  members  of  the  United 


migbt  be  necessary.  Several  members 
having  expressed  satisfaction  at  the  state- 
ment, it  was  agreed,  on  the  motion  of  the 
clerk,  to  appoint  a  committee  to  look  after 
yonng  men  and  consider  what  further 
steps  might  be  taken  with  regard  to  tbem. 
Mr,  M'Queeo  reported  that  be  bad  met 
with  the  membera  of  the  station  at  Bears- 
dec,  and  on  tbat  occasion  twentj-si 


for  the  ordination  of  Mr.  William  T. 
Turner  (son  of  the  Hev.  Dr.  George 
Turner,  the  well-known  foreign  miaaion- 
ary)  as  missionary  to  New  Gninea^  There 
waa  a  good  attendance  both  of  ministera 
and  people,  and  mach  interest  was  mani- 
fested in  the  proceedings.  The  Bev.  Dr. 
Joseph  Brown  presided,  and  preached 
from  1  John  iv,  14.  The  Rev.  John  Rob- 
son,  M.A.,  addressed  Mr.  Turner,  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  King,  of  the  London  Miasionarj 
Society,  the  people. — This  presbytery  met 
on  Tueadav,  8lh  September— Key.  Mr. 
Clark,  moderator.  The  clerk  reported 
that  be  bad  received  a  letter  from  the  Rev. 


Freabyterian  Cbnrch  aod  nine  from  the 
BsUblished  Chnrcb  were  lodged.  There 
was  a  hope  that  the  congregation  wonld 
start  with  a  membership  of  sixty.  The 
members  were  desirous  tbat  thej  should 
be  formed  into  a  congregation.  This 
was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  M'Queen  was 
appointed  to  preach  on  Sabbath  first,  and 
intimate  that  fact. 

Sirkcaldy.  —  This  presbytery  met  at 
Kirkcaldy  on  the  Tth  of  July  —  Bev. 
William  Gntbrie,  moderator.  Mr.  Guthrie 
reported  that  be  bad  preached  and  mode- 
rated in  a  call  at  Kinghorn  on  the  evening 
of  the   IBtb  June,  and  gave  a 


Matthew  Oalbraitb,  Aberdeen,  declining  of  hia  procednre,  when  bis  conduct  wa» 
the  call  to  Gillespie  Chnrcb,  as  colleagne  approved  of.  The  call,  which  was  ad- 
and  successor  to  Mr.  Borland.  Dr.  David  dressed  to  Mr.  Jobn  Wilson  TbomsoDr 
H'Ewan  called  the  attention  of  the  pres-  preacher  of  the  gospel,  waa  laid  on  the 
bytery  to  the  fact  that  a  number  nf  yoaog  table  by  commisaioners  from  the  congre- 
men  who,  daring  the  recent  revival  move-  gation,  cordially  sustained,  and  trials  for 
ment,  were  brought  under  the  power  of  ordination  appointed  to  Mr.  Thomson 
tbe  gospel,  bad  offered  themselves  for  the  event  of  hia  acceptsn 
ministerial  and  mission  work.     Of  the  130     presbytery  met  again  at  Kirkcaldy  o; 

1st  of  September— Bev.  William  Gntbrie, 
moderator.  A  letter  from  Mr.  John 
Wilson  Thomson  was  read,  intimating' 
his  acceptance  of  the  call  addressed  to 
him  by  the  congregation  of  Kinghorn  i 
and  Mr.   Thomson,  being   present,   pro- 


—This 


na,  30  belonged  to  tbe  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  others  being 
connected  vrilh  the  Eatablished,  Free, 
Wesley  an.  Congregational,  and  Baptist 
Churches.  They  ranged  from  fourteen 
■  I   twentj-fiva   years   of  age. 
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Kow,  Mr.  Bacgeu  from  the  Presbyterr  of  Watson  beins  present,  a 
Edinboisb,  uid  Mr.  Orr  from  the  Fretb;-  swnrin^  of  we  propert;- 
terj  o(  Melrose,  being  proKnt,  were  ia-     report  jtttt  giTen  in,   thtui 
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'ceeded  to  giTe  his  trisla  for  ordination.  Bolred  to  remore  to  anotber  locilitj,bid 

Be  was  alio  exuniaed  on  Hebrew,  Greek,  offered  to  Mr.  BanJu  hja  property,  conail- 

Chnrch  Eiatory,  and  Practical  Beligion.  ing  of  a  honse  and  shop,  the  r«ntil  of 

The  preebjteiy  being  utiifled  vith  Mr.  which  Uvalned  at  £S0  per  Bnnnm,toKethir 

Thomson'i  discooraee  and  exsminatioas,  with  a  piece  of  vacant  groand,  sufEdeU 

bis    ordination    was   appointed    to    take  and  snitable  for  the  erection  of  mifnoo 

place  at  Eingfaom  on  Taodaj'  the  ISth  premises,  for  the  snm  of  £550.    The  clerk 

September.  —  This  preebjterj  met  agaia  stated,   farther,  that   said    propertj  vu 

M  EiDgborn  on  the   15th  September,  for  known  to  Mean*.  WatSM)  and  Maitii,  tad 

the  orduiBtioD  of  Mr.  John  Wilson  Xhora-  was  deemed  br  them  in  every  waj  a  good 

ton   as  colleague  and    eaccessor  to   the  bargain,and  that  theeommitteehadtSea- 

fier.     James     Bardie  —  Bev.     WiUiam  selves  sabicribed  £70  towards  the  seeiuiiu 

Oatbrie,   moderator.      Messrs.    Carstair*  of  the  property,  and  the  erection  of  the 

and  Elder  from  the  Presbjrtery  of  Glas-  mission  premises.      Hessn.   Msitin  and 

r,  Mr.  Bargeu  from  the  Presbytery  of  Watson   beins    present,     advoealed   the 
' "    "     '        ■■  '  "      propertj.    Beceived  ihe 

.       .       _      I  in,  thanked  the  com- 

vited  to  coireapond.    The  edict  on  Mr.  nultee  generally  for  their  diligence,  uid 

Xtiomsoa   having    been    returned    duly  speually  Mr.  Banks  for  his  msI  in  the 

attested,  and  the  nsoal   notice  ^ven  to  mission,  and  the  members  who  bad  contri- 

the    congregation,    and    no     objections  bnted  £70  for  their  liberality,  approve  of 

offered,   uie   presbytery    proceeded  with  the  purchase  of  the  property  referred  tn, 

the  ordination.   The  sermon  was  preached  charge  the  committee  with  the  puichiM 

Kthe  Rev.  John  G.  Train,  Bncldiaven.  and  proper  conveyance  of  it,  icitraet  the 

le  Bev.  D.  Mallocfa  of  Largo  ordained  clerk  to  send  a  fall  statement  of  the  case 

and  addressed  the  miniBter,  and  the  Bev.  to  the  Home  Mission  Board,  and  lecon- 

&.  D.  Brownlee,  Kirkcaldy,  addreised  the  mend  the  mission  to  the  liberality  of  Ihe 

congregation.  Cbnrch    at    targe.      Appointed    Hesut. 

Lanari. — Tfiis  presbytery  met  on  the  Johnston  and  M'liean  a   committee  U 

9th  Jane,  and  was  cooetitated — the  Bev.  prescribe  eabjecis  for  trials  for  licence  la 

John  Blair,  moderate.    The  examiners  Mr.  Barton.     Agreed  by  a  majoritj  lo 

reported   that  the  students   had    passed  petition  the  Honse  of  dommons  sgsiiut 

their  examinations  in  Chnrch  History  and  the  Bill  for  the  Abolition  of  Patnmige  in 

in  Hebrew.    Mr.  Barton  delivered  a  lee-  the  Charcb  of  Scotland.     The  elnk  inli- 

tore  on  Lnke  i.  46-50.    Mr.  Smith  read  mated  that,  owing'to  increasing  desiiien, 

an  exegeais  on  ^e  thesis, '  le  the  Christian  he  purposed  at  next  meeting  to  retign  hii 

Ministiy  of  divine  and  permanent  appoint-  office.    Next  meeting  to  be  held  on  the 

ment  ? '    Mr.  Dempster  read  an  exegesis  Tuesday  after  the  first  Sabbath  of  October. 

on  the  thesia,  '  Are  Civil  Establishments  Closed  with  the  benediction, 
of  BcUgion  Scriplnral  ?*    These  discoorsea         LancaihiTe. — This  prealn'lery  met,  Sep- 

were  aostained,  and  the  students  having  tember   10,  at  Conpland  Street  Chnrdi, 

performed  all  their  exercises,  the  clerk  Maneheater— Dr.    Simpson,   modentor. 

was   inatructed  to  recommend  them  for  The   presbytery    resolved    itself  into  i 

admission   to   the    next    seesion    of   the  '"'iference  fbr  the   consideration  of  the 

Divinity  Hall.     The  clerk  stated  that  the  tuliject  of  Union  in  England.    On  Iks 

presbytery's    committee    on    the    Forth  presbytery  resnmiog,  it  was  reported  thsl 

Mission  had  met  with  a  snb-committee  of  in  the  couferesee  two  motions  bad  bean 

the  Home  Board  of  Missions  at  Forth,  for  Buhnutted  and  discussed.    Mr.  Gnhui 

the   purpose    of   examining  a   piece    of  proposed,  '  That  this  presbytery,  in  vier 

ground  upon  which  it  was  purposed   to  of   alt  the    circumstances    of  lb*  ciMv 

build  mission  premises ;  that  it  was  felt  by  respectfully  overture  the  Engljih  Synod 


all  that  the  ground  was  unsuitable,  both  of  the  United  Presbyterian  CfanrcB,  to 

from  ita  very  nature,  and  from  the  fact  meet  in  ManchestM  in  October  next,  to 

that  the  titlenleeds  upon  which  it  was  held  prosecute   Uie    proposed    Union   of  the 

were  insufficient;   that  subaequently  Mr.  congregations  of  theEngUtbPresbyteriM 

Martin  of  Carluke  had  kindly  offered  to  Church   with   the   congre^tionB  of  lb* 

Bee  the  superiors  of  Forth,  and  endeavour  United  Freebyterisn  Church  in  Ed^sH 

to  obtain  from  them  a  better  site  j  that  he  and  to   take  all  constitnUonal  steps  to 

bad  accordingly  met  the  superiors,  but  bring  it  to  a  favourable  and  speedy  ccB- 

had  failed  in  his  object;  that  Provideuce  summation;  and  further,  that  a  coirfueBCS 

had  at  length  opened  up  a  path  for  the  of  the   Synod  be  held  on  the  subject' 

committee.       An    elder    of   the    United  Mr.  Towers  proposed,  ■  That  this  presby- 

Preebytarian  Church  at  Braehead,   reei-  lerysSLrms theoesir^btlityoftbeproposed 

dent  at  Forth,  who  had  all  along  taken  a  Union,  and  for  this  purpose  asks  the  Synod 

deep  interaat  in  the  mission,  having  re-  to  hold  a  conference  on  the  subject.'   It 
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was  also  Teported  that  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Qrabain  was  prereired  Co  that  proposed 
by  Mr.  Towers  by  13  to  9.  Mr.  Graham's 
motion  was  agun  propoeed,  and  tbe 
presbyter/  unanimoTisly  decided  accord- 
ingly, and  to  overtnra  the  Synod  to 
prosecute  the  piopoaed  TTnion  by  all  consti- 
tntional  steps,  and,  if  deemed  necessary, 
to  hold  a  conferenCB  on  the  suHect. 
The 'appointment  of  Mr.  David  I>.  Kidd, 
etndent  of  tlie  foarth  year,  to  take  charge 
of  ^the  congregation  at  Ramsey  dnring 
the  winter  months,  was  confirmed.  A 
yery  fayourable  report  of  the  condition 
of  tbe  station  at  Tanley  wae  giren  in, 
tirom  whicb  it  appeared  that  the  inte- 
rest of  the  people,  old  and  yonng,  in  the 
wvck  of  the  Church  was  being  quickened 
by  the  ministrations  of  Mr.  Oilbert  Lang, 
Student.  They  had  recently  expended 
about  £50  of  repairs  on  the  chapel,  and 
the  whole  of  this  mm  had  been  raiaed  by 
the  people  and  a  few  friends.  An  appeal 
was  made  to  the  presbytery  to  assist  Mr. 
Lang  in  securing  an  enlargement  of  the 
library,  for  the  use  of  the  classes  of  young 
men  and  young  women  which  he  has 
established.  Mr.  James  Boyd  geDerouslT' 
nudertook  to  take  this  matter  in  hand, 
and  see  that  Mr.  Lang  was  supplied  with 
the  necessary  books.  Next  meeting  to 
be  held  in  Brunswick  Street  Cburcb, 
Manchester,  on  the  second  Monday  in 
October,  at  2  o'clock. 

ifetncaelle.  — The  presbytery  met  1st 
September — Ber.  Wm.  Ney,  moderator. 
There  was  laid  on  the  table  a  call  ad- 
dressed to  BCT.  Bobert  F.  Douglas  of 
Ardersier  by  the  congregation  of  Otter- 
bnm,  signed  by  69  members  and  13  ad- 
herents ;  also  three  copies  of  reasons  for 
translation.  The  moderator's  conduct 
was  approved  of  and  tbe  call  sustained, 
and  the  clerk  was  instructed  to  forward 
the  necessary  documents  to  the  Presby- 
tery of  Elgin  and  InTemeaa.  It  was 
^^eed  to  transmit  and  cordially  recom- 
mend a  petition  to  tbe  Mission  Board 
from  the  congregation  of  Qaleshead,  pray- 
ing for  a  free  grant  for  the  erection  of  a 
church.  It  was  reported  that  tbe  parties 
who  had  seceded  from  the  congregation  of 
Whitby  had  carried  with  them  the  title. 
deeds  of  the  property,  and  persisted  in 
retaining  them,  and  the  presbytery  agreed 
to  lend  a  letter  to  the  presbytery  of  tbe 
English  Preabjterian  Church,  nndei  whose 
care  the  parties  now  are,  slating  the  case, 
and  requesting  tbem  to  nse  tbetr  influence 
that  the  deeds  should  be  restored.  Rev. 
G.  Bell  was  heard  in  support  of  the  motion 
of  whicb  be  bad  given  notice:  'That  this 
presbytery  memorialize  the  Synod  meeting 
■n  Manchester  to  take  such  steps  as  may 
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be  deemed  necessary  for  bringing  the 
qnestion  of  Union  in  England  before  the 
General  Synod  in  May  next,  with  the  view 
of  securing  its  acccmplisbmeDt  in  1876.' 
Themotion  was  seconded.     'Tbeprevious 

Siestion'  was  alsq  moved  and  seconded, 
n   a  rota  being  taken,    'the  pievlons 
question'  was  carried  by  S3  to  II. 

PertA.— This  presbytery  mot  on  tbe  7th 
July.  The  clerk  intimated  that  he  had 
received  from  Mr.  Thin,  bookseller,  Edin- 
burgh, for  the  use  of  the  presbytery  in  tbe 
superintendence  of  students,  a  copy  of 
Hodge's  Systematic  Theology.  The  con- 
gregation of  Logiealmond  petitioned  for  a 
moderation ;  and  Mr.  Nelson  was  ap- 
pointed to  moderate  in  a  call  there  on  the 
SIsC  Jnly.  Messrs.  Armstrong,  Black, 
James  Bayue,  and  Duncan  Sillars, 
students,  delivered  discourses  on  the  sub- 
jects assigned  them,  which  were  criticised 
and  sustained;  and  tbe  clerk  was  in- 
atmcted  to  certify  them  to  the  Hal], 
Messrs.  George  Smart  and  William  8al- 
mond  were  eicamined  aa  candidates  for 
admission  into  the  Hall,  and  their  exami- 
nation was  sustained. — This  presbytery 
met  again  on  the  Itth  Angast.  Mr. 
James  Lnndie,  Aucbterarder,  was  put  on 
tbe  list  of  competitors  for  a  Honey  Bur- 
sary. Several  circulars  from  tbe  com- 
mittee on  Theological  Education  were 
read.  Mr.  Nelson  reported  that  he  had 
gone  to  Logiealmond  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  ^e  moderation  of  a  call  there, 
and,  after  tbe  ordinary  exercises  of  public 
religious  worship,  having  asked  whether 
the  congr^ation  was  ready  to  proceed  to 
give  a  call,  it  was  moved,  seconded,  and 
unanimously  agreed  to,  that  the  congre- 
gation was  not  ready;  whereupon  be 
closed  the  meeting  with  devotional  exer- 
cises and  the  benediction.  Mr.  NeUon's 
conduct  in  the  case  was  approved  of-  The 
congregation  of  Logiealmond  petitioned 
agam  for  a  moderation.  Their  petition 
was  granted,  and  Mr.  Nelson  appointed  to 
moderate  on  tbe  24th  August. 


Olmgotn.—Hli.  William  T.  Turner,  aa 
missionary  to  New  Gninea,  by  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Glasgow,  on  September  8. 

^iiKfAoni.— Mr.  John  W.  Thomson, 
preacher,  Glasgow,  ordained,  Tuesdly, 
September  15. 


r,on7<-i.i  Google 


468  NOTICES  OP  NEW  PUBLICATIONS.  ^"'oll'lSi^'' 

Itotitts  of  ^(to  ^u&Iirations. 

Disputed  Qubsxioss  op  Bbliet  :  Being  true  it  may  appear  altered  lo  him ;  bgt 
LccLurea  to  Young  Men,  delirered  ia  whatever  opioioa  he  may  adopt,  the  ficl  ii 
Cbe  Enfiligh  Presbyterian  College,  Lon-  there  unchanged.  Preaumpcaoua  raortil! 
don.  With  a  Preface  by  J.  Oswij.d  thickest  thou  that  God  depeads  Tor  His 
DtEEB,  D.D.  csLstence  upon  thy  fallible  rensoning?' 

LondoD:  Hudder  A  Stonghlon.    lilt.  Now,  to  begin  by  calling  our  oppoDcnl 

Dk.  DrKEB,  in  bis  interesting  preface  to  *  a  preanmpCuoui  mortal,'  and  lumning 
these  excellent  lectures,  writes  hopefully  that  his  reagoniug  is  fallible  and  our  om 
of  the  preseot  sUte  of  things,  religionslj,  canclusiTe,  is  not  by  any  means  in  the  best 
amongst  tu.  Ha  thinks  the  tide  of  infi-  taste,  or  likely  to  be  prodactiTe  of  Ih: 
delity  is  now  at  its  highest,  and  will  soon  bappiest  result.  These  are  faults  of  nun- 
recede.  We  would  very  gladly  take  the  ner,  and  may  easily  be  aroided;  and  we 
same  Tiew  of  the  situation  if  we  could  ;  advise  Mr.  Shenton  to  avoid  them  in  ihe 
but  we  fear  a  great  and  sore  battle  is  be-  futnre.  Let  him  keep  lo  the  tua^Ur  in 
fore  ns,  and  that  the  forces  adrerse  to  modo  as  well  as  the  foriiier  in  rt,  sad  hi 
religion  are  only  beginning  to  show  them-  vill  do  greater  justice  to  his  nndonbld 
selfes.  In  increasing  numbers  we  have  powers,  and  be  more  likely  to  ma  and 
issningfrom  the  press,  books,  both  of  home  convince  bis  adversary, 
and  foreign  production,  whose  design  is  to         In  his  preface,  Mr.  Sbenton  qaolej  (be 

deprive  as  of  everything  worthy  of  the  followinganecdotefromlhe^oR^i'/finNiit, 

name  of  religion,  and  reduce  ns  to  the  which  is  well  worth  repealing: — '''ThoH 
barest  secularism.   The  Chnrch  has  agreat     who  adhere  moat  closely  to  facu  will  be 

work  before  it,  and  it  is  well  it  should  be  the  masters  of  the  future,"  said  an  eminent 

alive  to  ilB  danger  and  prepare  to  meet  it.  naturalist  a  short  time  ago.     He  supposed 

These   lectures,  specially  addressed  to  by  this  limitalioo  to  quietly  overeel  all 

young  men,  are  on  snch  important  snhjects  theories  of  progress,  and  define  the  Ime 

as,  'Uur  Lord's  Divinity;   the  Centre  of  path  to  he  that  of  physical  inquiry  alone. 

Cbtistian  Life  andDoctnne;' 'The  Atone-  A  distingsished  memoer  of  the  compuj, 

ment :   its  Heiation  to  tbe  Conscience ;'  who  had  the  gift  of  rapid  insight,  or,  is 

'Dr.  Slraoss  and  his  Theory;  a  Chapter  Mr.  Connell  called  it,  of  thinking  on  his 

ID  tbe  History  of  Unbelief;    'Evolution:  legs,  answered  in  a  tone  of  civil  but  tigni- 

an  Exposition  and  Critiqoe.'    The  authors  Bcaot  assent,  which  lent  a  terrible  edge  lo 

are  the  Rev,  Adolph  Saphir,    B.A.,  the  the  reply,  "Yes,  assuredly;  bnt  then  ii 

Eev,   Robert  Taylor,   the  Hev.  William  must  be  oB  the  facts.'"   Au-thefacul  It 

Dinwiddle,  LL.R-,  and  the  Rev.  H.  J.  wonldbe  well  for  both  parties  in  this  grew 

Paterson,  A.M.,  M.D.  controversy  to  remember  that  neither  of 

All  tbe  lectures  ate  characterized  by  them  is  in  possession  of  'all  tbe  facia;' 

ability  and  research,  aad  may  very  proRt-  and  as  tbe  ascerlaiament  of  facts  is  ths 

nblr  be  put  ioto  the  hands  of  intelligent  object  of  botb,  this  might  lead  tbem  to 

and  thoughtful  young  men.     Partly,  per-  pursue  their  inquiries  in  a  hninbler  mi 

hapa,  from   the  subjects  of  the  two  last  kindlier  spirit  than  is  often  done,  and  thus 

lectures  being  of  much  present  interest,  bring  them  nearer  to  each  other  both  in 

they  are  likely  to  attract  most  attention;  feeling  and  in  fact. 

bat  all  of  them  are  wortby  of  carefal  study,  

andwillprovethat  the  weight  of  argument  Behoid,  I  Stand  Ar  the  Doon  WD 
and  force  of  intellect  are  not,  as  is  so  com-  Khook  ;  ob,  Chbist'h  Usuios  to 
posedly  assumed  by  certain  persons  more  Laodicea.  By  Jakes  Cdlbobs,  A.M., 
or  leas  yonthful,  all  on  one  side.  D.D. 

LODdou ;  Uorgln  ft  Scott    IW*. 

Rbuoion  »o  Padlb  :    An  Essay  on  the  Wb  should   have   preferred  aa  the  snb- 

Adapiation  of  the  Christian  Religion  to  title,  '  Chriat's  Lttter  to  Laodicea,'  for  in 

the  Necessities  of  the  Human   Spirit,  context  and  text  thronghout,  the  'mei-       i 

By  Joseph  Shentok.  sageg  ■  are  specially  set  forth  as  letten- 

tondon:  HoddBTAStonaWon.    187*.  each  in  all  likelihood  having  accompanied 

The  coQclDBions  reached  in  this  book,  and  a  copy  of  the  'Apocalypse,'  for  ihenieof 

the  learning  and  ability  it  displays,  are  the  Church  of  the  place.    This  is  all" 

Buch  as  to  make  ns  much  regret  the  open-  have  to  object  to  in  this  most  accepwble 

ing  sentence.    Mr.  Shenton  says;  'Sup-  little  book,  from  tbe  fecund  brain  aDd 

posing  that  one  denies  the  existence  of  heart  of  Dr.  Calross ;   and  indeed  it  is 

Qod,  and  takes  refnge  in  blank  material-  scarcely  an  objection  at  all,  seeing  that  in 

iam,  will  the  opinion  of  anch  a  man  alter  the  book  itself  the  'message'  is  open™ 

or  destroy  that  fact?    Not  at  all.    It  is  out,   critically    examined  with  Ihorongn 
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EcholarlineBG  and  finest  Gpiriinal  insiglit, 
and  applied  to  pcesent-daj  needs,  ai  a 
letter  (better  word  than  epistle). 

In  a  ■preroce'  of  notable  power  in  its 
thinking  sod  Tiridaess  in  iia  vfording,  Dr. 
Cnlroas  closes  ^th  this  mat^  of  his  nevr 
booklet  :  'Instead  of  dealing  with  our 
shortcoming  generallj,  I  would  aek  atten- 
tion in  the  pages  that  folloir  to  one  single 
thing.  Dread  is  freqnentlj  expressed  in 
the  present  day  of  "rilnaiism  "  on  the  one 
hand,  and  "  rationalism  "  on  the  other. 
There  is  a  third  thing  more  terrible  than 
either,  more  iasidlous,  and  more  widely 
disastrous  in  its  consequences, — the  Lao- 
dicean spirit,  in  which  InkewaTmness, 
self-sufficiency,  and  pride  are  blended.  I 
da  not  jndge  the  Churches,  but  a  sorrow- 
fa]  complaint  arises  from  all  quarters  of 
the  existence  of  this  very  thing.  There 
are,  perhaps,  bntfew  Christian  people  who 
do  not  find  esnso  of  complaint  within  their 
own  hearts.  It  is  of  the  first  impoitaace 
to  let  in  the  light  of  Seriptnre  upon  the 
whole  case.  "  What  saith  the  Lord,"  then, 
concerning  it?  His  word  is  given  in  the 
epistle  to  the  ange!  of  the  Church  of  the 
Laodiceans'  (p.  vi.).  Bn  pmeant,  if 
'rationalism'  be  chill  and  uncarneBt  in 
its  propagandism,  the  tireless  fervour  of 
'ritoalism'  may  well  rebute  those  of  os 
nho  know  better.and  do  less. 

There  are  eight  chapters  and  an  appen- 
dix in  the  present  book,  vii. — L  '  Christ's 
name  —  the  Amen,  the  faithful  and  true 
witness,  the  beginning  of  the  creation  of 
God;'  II.  'The  condition  of  the  Laodi- 
ceans;' III.  'The  self-ignorance  of  the 
Laodiceans  ; '  IV.  '  Chritt  giring  counsel ; ' 
V.  'Christ  disclosing  His  love;'  VI. 
'Christ  knocking  at  the  door;'  VII, 
'  Christ  promising  ;'  VIII.  '  Conclusion  ; ' 
Appendix  of  notices  of  Laadicea  and  its 
fortunes  onward  to  the  present  time.  It 
nill  be  noticed  that  the  author  follows  very 
much  the  order  of  the  wording.  Some 
may  baxe  a  feeling  that  the  order  of  the 
thinking  might  have  compacted  the  expo- 
sition, and  given  greater  directness  to  the 
practical  application  —  i.e.  if  the  'knock- 
ing' Redeemer  had  been  put  in  the  fore- 
front, and  the  other  things  made  to  follow 
in  answer  to  the  iEevitahle  questionings, 
'Who  is  Ihisf  'What  is  he  about?' 
Opinions  will  differ  hereon.  Chapter  I.  is 
extremely  satisfactory  on  '  the  heainning 
of  the  creation  of  Ood.'  Unitarian  and 
Socinian  opinion  and  interpretation  are 
squelched.  '  He  is  the  Beginoing  of  crea- 
tion, inasmuch  as  He  brought  it  into 
being.  The  word  "  became  "  is  not  appli- 
cable to  Him  as  it  is  to  ua  and  all  crea- 
tnres.  The  claim  made  both  by  Him  and 
for  Him  in  Scriplare  is,  that  He  is  the 
efficient  cause  of  all  "becoming;"  .  .  . 


DOlhiag  would  or  coald  hare  been,  htb 

in  Him  and  for  Him '  (p.  SO).  The  thing 
before  ns  in  the  Terse  is  the  '  beginning ' 
of  creation,  not  the  heginning  of  Jesus 
Christ ;  and  with  glowing  eloi^uence  does 
Dr.  Culrosa  magnify  the  glory  and  wonder 
— almost  terror — of  the  concentration  of  all 
being,  all '  beginning,'  and  all  continuance 
in  Him.  This  the  more  enhances  the  eoa- 
descension  of  such  an  One — no  longer  in 
His  hamiliation  or  serrant  state — in  dic- 
tating snch  letters  as  these  priceless  seven. 
Chapters  II.  and  III.  are  solemn,  weighty, 
pungent ;  the  sentences  have  hands  and 
feet,  as  was  siud  of  old  of  a  great  orator. 
Chapters  IV,  and  V.  are  very  beauti- 
ful, especially  chap.  V.,  '  Christ  disclosing 
His  lore.'  Here  the'  author  of  The 
Diidple  whom  Jeaus  loved  is  in  bis 
special  sphere.  He  must  have  a  hard 
heart  who  can  read  of  the  infinite  pitiful 
tove,  as  again  and  again  returned  to  and 
illustrated  in  this  chapter,  without  yearn- 
ing for  the  'closer  walk.'  Chapter  VL  is 
wistful  and  tender.  Touches  of  '  holj 
indignation' had  been  welcome,  to  reach 
long-barred  heart-doors.  Chapter  VII. 
resembles  chap.  V.  in  its  spirit.  Chapter 
VIII.  is  an  articulate  and  impreSEiTB  sum- 
moning [o  all  to  'hear.'  Through  tha 
book  there  are  apt,  new,  and  pure  bit^ 
from  the  early  worthies,  and  a  few  (too 
few)  proofs  of  Dr.  Culrosa'  real  though 
undemonstrative  learning.  Altogether, 
this  is  a  little  book  that,  being  worth 
reading  and  re-reading,  is  worth  baying. 
It  ia  well  timed.  It  is  at  once  saggeslive 
andfull.    Osliieomiei!         A.B.  G. 


EiUnbni-gh:  Andreir  Elliot.  1874, 
The  Epistle  to  the  Romans  contains  many 
of  'those  things  hard  to  he  understood' 
which  the  Apostle  Paul  has  written.  It 
has  attracted  commentators  of  every  de- 
gree of  merit.  It  has  been  the  stronghold 
of  Calvinists,  and  the  stoutest  Socinians 
have  found  it  to  be  the  bulwark  which 
most  called  forth  their  exegelical  akill  and 
defied  it.  The  eighth  chapter  of  thia 
wonderful  epistle  has  everbeen  a  fsTonrite 
with  believers.  In  it  divine  truth  is  pre- 
sented in  various  aspects.  We  .hare  the 
practical  and  the  experimental  r 


their 


1  the   e 


I   of   the 


for  most  interesting  and  useful  observation 
to  the  sympathetic  and  competent  writer. 
Mr.  Parlane  brings  to  his  task  many  excel- 
lent quaUfications  — mature  experience, 
undoubted  ability,  abundant  scholarship, 
and  cordial  interest  in  the  work.      He 
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VTites  M  much  from  the  heart  m  from  the  cautioned  all  other  ipiriti  never  to  tentire 
bftad;  hii  object  ig  not  lO  much  to  be  on  the  perilona  wbtI  Ht.  Walkefa  book 
leamedlj  critTcal  M  to  be  naefaU;  popnlar.  beara  no  such  ambigaoiu  title.  He  hai 
There  is  no  parade  of  erudition,  bat  the  not  been  'to  Bome  and  bach,'  bnt  reSK- 
resnlta  of  mnch  thought  and  careful  stndj  tioD  and  obserration  hare  made  bimmQ 
ue  giTen  in  dear  and  forcible  langaage  acquainted  with  theTariousro.atet.  With 
and  in  an  orderlj  and  interesting  manuer,  our  limited  apace  wo  can  hardly  giTe  » Jul 
and  he  has  thua  produced  a  hook  which  idea  of  the  contents  of  his  litue  toIcu^ 
tbe  acholar  maj  read  with  profit,  and  which  far  lesa  allow  it  to  apeak  for  itaelf  in  &fe<t 
will  mioiiter  largely  to  the  edification  and  quotadona.  It  tracea  the  genealogy  and 
deligbt  of  the  deToat  belioTer  of  ordinary  growth  of  Ritualism,  that  '  excteEcence  a! 
intdligence.  Uigh-Churchitm,'  as  it  has  been  called, 
Mr,  Parlane  aays: — 'The  publication  ia  which,  like  an  nglj  tumour,  is  thiesteniog 
intended  to  be  a  memorial  of  a  ministry  of  the  life  of  tbe  Church  of  England.  Wllo 
more  than  half  a  century's  duration,  and  a  skilful  hand  it  lays  bare  those  unscripttiral 
contribation  to  the  illustratioa  of  goapel  principteawhtcbtostertheperniciaiiBmois- 
tnUh.'  Both  of  these  ohjecta  are  quite  ment.  The  groundleas  asanmption  'tluU 
compatible.  During  these  fifty  jeara  many  tbe  buildinginwhich  Christian  people  meet 
changes  have  taken  place,  and  in  the  for  worship  correaponde  esaeoliaHy  irilh 
theological  aphere  there  baa  been  mnch  the  Old  Testament  temple,'  is  rightly  re- 
conflict.  Ola  foea  have  reappeared  with  gardedastheaap-ioot  ofthawhDle|mwlli, 
new  faces.  Of  this  our  aalhor  ia  aware;  preparing  the  way  for  tbe  pretensiona  of 
bat  instead  of  addreasing  himself  directly  sacerdotalism,  the  Ufiilk  adonunent  of 
to  the  refutation  of  modern  arguments  of  churchee,piieet1;T0itmentf,Mc.  BiCnalin 
an  infidel  kind,  he  has  maio^  confined  iadeicribedas'thereliponof  theiinagina- 
lumself  to  the  setting  forth  of  the  truth  of  tion,'  and  its  principal  attractioQS  are  ihn 
tbe  gospel aa  contained  in  hia  text,  judging  stated:  '1.  It  aims  at  satisfying  the  Salt 
tbat  'the  beat  mode  of  refuting  error,  ia  <^ Beauty;  a.  It  pteaenta  to  tbe  fancy  t 
not  in  erery  case  oppoaing  and  following  captivating  Chiereh  Idta  ;  3.  It  meeti  the 
it  in  all  ita  gnbtletiei  and  mazes  of  arga-  liking  we  all  natnially  bare  for  Symioli; 
ment,  but  clearly,  fully,  and  directly  ex-  *■  I'  gives  opportunities  for  eaperienung 
hibiting  the  troth  as  it  is  in  Jesui.'  the  SpeU  qf  Mystery.'  The  Tokme  em- 
it may  be  that  a  younger  generation  may  tains  able  papers  on  Newman,  Keble,  ind 
think  that  the  higher  aspecta  of  the  CalviU'  Pnaey.  'what  we  know  about  the  Tin;ii 
Istic  creed  have  apecial  attractions  for  Mr.  Mary '  ia  a  masterly  exposition,  wbile  Mr. 
Parlane,  and  that  thoj  would  have  pre-  Walker's  recent  interview  widi  the  Bishro 
ferred  a  softening  down,  as  it  were,  of  of  Oeventer  furnishes  mach  uierul  sua 
tbese,  and  the  setting  forth  of  wbat  tbey  interesting  infonnaUon.  Whtu  Borne  ia 
deem  the  gentler  elements  of  divine  truth,  making  distinguished  perverts,  when  naiy 
They  will  find,  however,  that  Mr.  Farlane  u^  ^ti^ng  their  religions  tastes  in  * 
does  not  go  out  of  his  way  in  search  of  any  religion  of  signs  and  mysteries,  when,  even 
special  doctrine,  but  seta  forth  what  he  among  onrsetves,  tbe  idea  ia  gaiiiiig 
apprehend*  to  ba  the  truth  langht  in  his  ground  that  it  matters  not  what  yon 
text.  And  this  he  hai  done  with  a  vigour  believe  or  where  you  wonbip,  piorided 
and  earnestness  which  not  only  do  hononr  "t'?  the  religions  leiue  is  cidtiTated,  aid 
to  himself,  but  also  to  the  Chnrch  of  wbicb,  >  publication  aa  this  is  *  a  word  in  sesKM.' 
daring  all  these  years,  he  ha*  been  a  con-  Atp.I36Hr.WalkerebMrreithBt'tlieiM 
icientioos  and  attached  and  able  minister,  s'ock  arguments  againit  tbe  P^tacy  hire 

now  grown  nearly  to  benseles*. .  ■  ■  T^f* 

m__  „_  ,,  ia  thns,  we  cannot  help  thinkine  nrgent 
Tm  HimAuanc  Movranurr  w  some  of  need  for  a  apecial  coStribution  to  the 
na  SOD80M  i»i>  iBsrBS.  By  Rsr.  Bomiahcontroversy  in  theshapeof  iwotk 
WORMAitL.Wii.KBB.  aaited  to  the  timei— a  wort  wbicb,  on  the 
Lonaon:fl,w.PBrtriage4Co.  1BT4.  one  hand,  shall  show  a  thorough  acqnsial- 
Some  time  ago  a  friend  of  onra,  meditating  ance  with  the  pecnliarities  of  modem 
atoarto  the  Eternal  City,  beard  of  a  book  Catholicism,  and,  on  the  other,  shallow. 
which  bore  the  title,  '  To  Rome  and  Back,  tain,  along  with  a  candid  recognition  ot 
by  one  who  baa  made  the  journey,'  and  at  what  is  good  in  tbe  system,  an  indow 
once  ordered  it,  expecting  that  it  would  expoaition  of  the  essential  differences  ex- 
prove  an  excellent  handbook.  But  what  iatingbetween  it  and  the  reUglon  of  the 
was  his  disappointment  on  discovering  NewT"estaineut.'  If,  in  the  woA  befort 
that  It  contained  no  tourist's  notes,  but  ns,  this  want  is  not  altogether  nn>{^ 
Binyilj  traced  the  progress  of  a  wandering  evidence  at  least  is  given  of  ability  » 
■pirit  along  one  of  those  new  and  im-  carry  out  tbe  suggestion ;  aodwehopethst 
proved  patba  that  incline  Bomewards,  and  Mr.  Walker's  tact  and  penetration,  iii 
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intereat  ia  tlie  sabject,  and  hi*  acquaint- 
ance yiilh  it,  will  yield  as  BoaetbioB  to  fill 
the  gap  to  irhich  he  points.  HIb  style  ia 
May,  graceful,  and  yigoroua.  On  the 
whole,  we.ara  conriiiced  that  the  icriptnial 
principleg  asserted  and  defended  in  this 
little  woik  would,  if  seriously  pondered, 
do  more  to  check  the  exeesaei  of  Ritualism 
than  anjlegiflatiTe  measure  is  likely  to  do. 

ThB  ElTiSUBHED  ChDSCH  Of  SCOTUlIID. 

Letter  to  the  Scolttnan,  by  the  Bight 
Hod.  T.  F.  Kbkmkdt,  August  1874. 


the  title-page,  was  flrat  ineened  as  a  lei 
in  an  Edinburgh  newspaper,  aud  is  n 
published  in  pamphlet  form.  The  aubji 
Establialimenta,  u  in  the  highest  degree 
intereslinf;;  indeed,  in  out  eatim&iioD,  it  is 
the  qaestiou  of  the  day.  And  one  aulhor'a 
name  carriea  great  weight  with  it.  He 
passed  as  an  Advocate  in  ISll,  and  men 
of  a  former  generation  will  remember  him 
IS  one  of  the  stauncbeat  of  Reformers,  at 
a  time  when  Beformers,  or,  as  they  were 
called,  black-neba,  were  few,  and  generally 
detested  and  deapiaed.  In  those  eril  days 
he  did  battle  along  with  such  heroes  as 
the  late  Mr.  James  Qibson,  afterwards 
Sir  James  Qibaon-Craig,  and  Mr.  Adam 
Black.  Snbaoqnently  he  became  con- 
nected with  the  Qovemment  ander  Earl 
Grey,*  and,  aa  an  M.F.,  left  faia  mark  far 
more  deeply  than  many  who  made  a  greater 
noise.  All  along  be  has  been  a  conaiatent 
Whig,  and  approved  of  Chareb  and  Stale 
connectioD.  But  he  aaya,  'I  have  been 
driven  to  a  conTeraion  of  opinion  much 
against  my  prerions  Tiews,  and  much 
against  my  inclinations.  .  .  .  Ibavebeca 
compelled  10  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  best  and  only  thing  which  can  take 
place  is  the  disestablishment  and  dia- 
endowment  of  the  Established  Church  of 
Scotland.' 

The  'three  occnrrencea'  which  have 
brought  about  this  revolution  are : — First, 
The  donation  of  half  a  million,  under 
certain  conditions,  to  the  Kirk  by  a  neigh- 
bonr  landed  proprietor,  Mr.  Baiiil  of  Cam- 
busdoon  ;  Sec(md,  The  conduct  of  the 
General  Assembly  in  reference  to  that 

K'ft;  and  Third,  The  passing  of  the  Act 
T  the  abolition  of  Church  Patronage  in 
^Scotland.  To  these  he  adds,  aa  a  sort  of 
appendix,  the  eonstitntion  and  condition 
of  the  qkoad  sacra  pariahce,  which  he 
styles  a  '  ecandal  calling  for  redress.' 
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Now,  BB  to  the  first,  supposing  the  huge 
donation  fitted  to  be  msaatroua  to  the 
Establisbment,  we  still  feel  that,  as  Telnn- 
taries.and  aaconnected  with  the  Kirk,  we 
have  for  ourselves  nothing  to  say.  Hr. 
Baird  had  a  perfect  right  to  do  with  his 
own  aa  he  u-ould ;  and  we  cannot  hot 
commend  him  for  the  favour  he  showed 
for  eraagelical  doctrine  maaifeating  itself 
in  practical  reaulta.  The  objection  to  hia 
deed,  we  auppose,  is,  that  it  espoasea  a 
particular  scbool  of  theology,  appoints  his 
trustees  instead  of  the  Church  courta  the 
judges  of  faithfulness  and  efficiency,  and 
introduces  something  like  paying  by  (he 
piece.  Mr.  Kennedy  says  :  '  While  the 
Assembly  could  not  withstand  the  glitter 
of  (0  much  gold,  they  bad  not  the  grace 
to  acknowledge  even  the  greatness  of  the 

S;ift,  still  less  to  retam  thanka  for  it,  bat 
eft  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy  to  reaist 
or  yield  to  the  pecuniary  temptation  aa 
best  they  might. '  We  dont  see  what  else 
they  could  do.  The  gin  waa  not  ofered 
nor  even  intimated  to  them,  but  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  a  body  of  tmsteea. 
There  seemed,  therefore,  no  oall  to  retnm 
thanks.  They  could  not  alter  the  teima 
of  the  tmat,  nor  do  we  believe  they  could 
hinder  any  of  the  clergy,  who  might  be 
offered  a  share,  from  accepting  it.  For 
example,  the  directors  of  a  bank  might 
say  to  those  in  their  eervice,  'Now,  tbete 
is  a  fond  to  which  you  may  have  acceM, 
but  if  yon  receive  a  farthing  from  it  you 
and  we  sbaU  instantly  part.'  But  we  do 
not  believe  that  the  Assembly  could  either 
in  law  or  reason  prevent  a  miniaier  from 
accepting  a  gratuity  that  might  be  offered 
him.  These,  however,  ate  mattera  wholly 
among  themselves. 

Bnttheabolitionof  Patronage  is  a  more 
lerions  affairj  and  being  national,  we,  like 
all  our  fellow-snbjeota,  have  a  tight  to  con- 
sider it,  and  apeak  our  mind.  Our  practice 
all  along  has  shown  that  we  approve  of 
the  election  of  ministers  by  the  members 
of  the  Church,  and  it  would  bo  base  to 
refuse  or  graiga  to  our  neighbonrs  what 
we  claim  ftr  ourselves.  But,  as  opposed 
to  ecclesiastica!  establishments,  we  are 
entitled  to  object  to  a  new  constitution 
being  given  to  the  Kirk  for  the  purpose  of 
strengthening  and  perpetuating  it  as  a  civil 
institulioQ.  Mr.  Kennedy,  indeed,  views 
the  affair  more  in  a  political  aspect.  He 
says:  'The  Bill  had  ita  origin  and  much 
of  its  support  from  political  motives  and 
objects,  its  promoters  and  supporters  being 
precisely  the  ssme  class  of  persona  who, 
on  all  former  occaaiona,  were  the  bitter 
enemies  of  the  abolition  of  Patronage. 
Their  sudden  conversion  to  a  violent  zeal 
in  the  opposite  direeiion  ia  obviously  a 
high  bid  for  popularity  and  political  sup- 
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port.  .  .  ,     Added  to  all,   ecclesiutical  ruled  for  good,  sf  the 

powen  nnezampled  are  confeired  od  the  EalabliabineDt  will  acarcely  penpit. 

GenersI  AHemblj, — poirets   to  which  a  with  as  there  is  a  rerj  powerful  nod  laln- 

free  coontrj  cannot  long  submii.'    Thia  tarj  check.    Mutual  conceBsious  mnti  be 

iDEBsure  boa  excited  a  great  deal  of  keen  maiJe,  and  cTeTjthing  moat  be  dons  in  ilit 

feeling  botli  within  the  Eirk  and  nitfaout  moat  conciliator;  manner,   else   roinoiu 

it,  and  oppoaite  opinioni  are  entertained  aa  pecuDiarj  conaeijaeaees  will  enene.    Bat 

toitapractical  tendency.  Prediction  is  use-  in  an  Eatablishment,  provided  a  msjoriij 

leaa,  at  a  ahort  time  will  ahow  its  actaal  of  rotes  can  be  lecnred,  no  one  needi  to 

working.  Ourowndiapaaaianateopinionia,  care  who,  or  how  man;,  may  be  offended, 

that  along  with  manj  other  powerfut  con-  Lord  Aberdeen'a  Bill  baa  been  attended 

siderationa,  it  will  accelerate  the   aboli-  with  many  scandalous  pioceaeea.   Itwoold 

tion  of  the  Eatablishment.     Let  oa  Terj  not  be  wonderfal  though  a  crop  of  Ist. 

briefiy  notice  oae  01  two  points.  auita  should  dow  spring  up.    It  n  ill  be 

First,  popalar  election  will  detach,  and  said,  perhapa,  that,  practically,  tbe  cdd' 

to  some  extent  alienate,  the  aristocracy  gregations  ubts  bod  the  privilege  of  clec- 

from  tbe  Eirk.     Moat  of  them  are  already  tion  for  some  time  past,  and  faavegencrill; 

Epiacopaliana,   and  aome   of   them    siill  conducted  themaelveswith  moderaiionsnd 

further  removed.    Bat  the  class  to  which  propriety.    But  bere,  too,  there  hu  been 

they  belong  keep  up  some  local  influence,  a  check.     The  patrons  generally  gave  s 

by  gelling  miniatera  appoinled  who  look  sort  of  modified  right  to  elect,  profidedlbe 

up  to  them  with  reapect  and  gratitude,  who  choice  should  be  nuanimons.    The  people 

have  long  cberiahed  a  feeling  of  depend-  coneeijuentlr  aaw  that  unless  they  agieal, 

ence  on  them,  and  are  generally  disposed  nnmiiigated  patronage  wouldbeejtercised, 

to  promote  their  wiahea.    All  thia  will  be  whereas  now  all  restraint  is  withdiami. 
al  an   end;  possibly,  in  some  cases,  the         Moreover,  we  cannot  donbt  that  there 

oppositeof  it  may  be  realized.    The  gentry  are  multitudea  in  the  Eaiablisbment  wbo 

will  then  be  apt  to  think  of  the  Kirk  only  have  candour  and  spirit  enough  to  feel 

aa  a  burden  to  them.    What  will  tbe  Dnke  that  it  ia  quite  incaoaistent  with   leU- 

of  Buccleuch  know  aboat  it,  except  that  reapectforthcmtohavetheircburcbesbiull 
for  its  Bnpport  there  has  every  year  a  cer-     and  upheld,  and  their  ministera'  stipend 

tain  percentage  to  be  deducted  from  bis  paid,  at  the  public  expense,  while  all  olbei 

rent-roll,  under  the  name  of  teinds?   True,  denominations,  enjoying   juat    the  saniA 

indeed,  the  teinds  belong  to  the  Crown,  privileges,  bear  all  their  own  hardens. 
i.t.   to  the  nation,  and  are  beld  by  the        Whether  these  forebodings  be  coireN 

lairda,  generally  on  very  easy  terms.  And  or  olherwiae,  we  are  not  singnlar  in  bold- 
wben  abolition  takes  place,  the  whole  will     ing  that  Ealabliahments  and  Fatronagero 

surely  be  received  at  full  value  into  the  hand  in  hand.  Not  only  was  this  the 
public  runda.  But  few  of  tbe  landlords  opinion  of  the  late  Dr.  John  Cook,  and  of 
understand  that,  or  could  eaaily  be  con-      all  consistent  Moderates,  but  whoever  will 

vinccd  of  it.  It  seems  to  be  thought  by  look  into  tbe  Blue  Book  of  the  late  Sit 
theMarqnia  of  Lome  and  many  othera  tbat  George  Sinclair'a  Committee  on  Fatrocaje, 
the  abolition  of  Fatronage  will  render  the  will  find  that  divera  on  tbe  oppoaite  side  of 
Kirk  more  national,  by  giving  her  a  larger  the  Churcb,  such  as  the  late  Sir  Jamei 
cansiitnency.  Were  they  to  say  'more  (Lord)  Moncreiff,  were  quite  of  the  saint 
plebeian,'  we  diould  concor  with  them.  —"" 
Sut  the  pioletarjate  ia  not  the  order  for 
an  Eatablishmenl.    When  the  masses  get  ,  ^ 

enlightened,  and,  as  enlightened  people  little  more,  instead  of  giving  as  so  uiiicli  of 
altvays  do,  independent,  the;  ecom  the  hia  mere  ipee  dixit.  His  weighty  word) 
idea  of  having  their  religion  supported  at  will  danbtless  be  pronoanced  a  mere  eSil- 
other  people's  expense.  Such  a  semblance  aion  of  aeuility.  To  that  we  would  oppose 
of  pauperism  is  intolerable  to  them.  They  the  sentiment  of  the  man  of  Ui,— '  Will 
can,  and  will,  maintain  inalitntiouB  for  the  ancient  ia  wisdom,  and  in  length  of 
themselves.  Woe  betide  an  Establishment  days  understanding;'  also  of  Elihu  the 
when  it  loses  the  aristocracy  t  Bazite, — '  Days  shontd  speak,  and  nmlti- 

Again,  '  beats  and  diviaions,'  we  aiispect,     tude  of  years  sbonld  teach  wisdom.'    IM 
will  be  numerone  and  pernicioos.     These     na  add,  from  tbe  wise  man, — *Avoidiii 
hare  not  been  unknown  among  ourselves,     doe  season,  bow  good  is  ill' 
though  the;  have  frequently  been  over- 
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PROFESSOR  TTNDALL. 
AssociATiOKS,  like  mdividuaU,  not  only  hare  their  special  aimB,  bnt  special 
cbaracteristica.     When  the  meeting  of  certain  Asaociations  ia  announced,  you  IcnoT 
very  well  what  aubjeota  are  lo  be  diacuaaed,  and  what  is  almost  certain  to  be  the 
manner  and  spirit  of  the  dlBcussion. 

The  British  Scientific  Association  has  earned  for  itself  a  characteT.  Its  annual 
gatherings  are  looked  forward  to  with  oxpectatious  of  a  mixed  kind.  W«  anticipate 
very  able  and  learned  diacusaions  of  matters  purely  scientific,  and  therein  we  rejoice. 
Many  of  ita  members,  however,  go  further  than  this,  and,  not  content  with  the 
statement  of  physical  facts,  and  the  enunciation  and  illustration  of  pbyaiasl  law, 
proceed  to  draw  certain  moral  and  spiritual  inferences  therefrom.  The  two 
domains,  the  phrsical  and  the  spiritual,  are  separate  and  distinct ;  and  a  man  may 
hare  gifts  which  enable  him  to  excel  in  the  one,  whilst  he  miserably  fails  in  his 
attempts  in  the  other.  Thia  is  not  seen  and  will  not  be  acknowledged  by  our 
scientific  sages,  and  we  see  before  us  every  day  proof,  positive  and  incontestable, 
of  the  oneness  of  humanity  even  where  it  may  seem  moat  to  differ.  There  is  a 
professed  infallibility  of  science  aa  well  as  of  religion — there  is  a  Popery  that  arro- 
gates to  be  founded  on  reason  and  fact,  as  well  as  a  Popery  whose  claims  rest  on 
mere  fanciful  pretensions  and  the  ignorance  of  its  votaries. 

[a  this  icientificD -religious  sphere,  no  name  stands  more  prominent  than  that  of 
Profeaaor  Tyndall,  He  shocked  the  Christian  world,  and  surprised  even  the 
unchristian,  some  time  ago  by  his  proposal  in  reference  to  the  reality  and  results  of 
prayer, — a  proposal  whiSi  showed  equal  irreverence  and  ignorance  of  the  subject. 
This  year  he  delivered  the  opening  address  of  the  British  Association  at  its  meeting 
.  in  Belfast.  The  presidential  address  is  always  regarded  as  one  of  much  importance. 
It  is  only  one  who  has  highly  distinguished  himself,  andisregarded  worthy  of  special 
hononr,  that  is  deemed  equal  to  the  position  of  President ;  and  what  he  says  as  such 
may  be  regarded  as  expository  of  the  ajma  and  spirit  of  the  Association,  and  illus- 
trative of  the  highest  ability  it  can  command.  Of  Professor  Tyndall's  ability  and 
great  scientific  attainments  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  were  he  to  confine  himself 
to  his  proper  sphere,  he  might  do  signal  service.  But  unfortunately  he  very 
frequently  travels  beyond  it—  unfortunately,  we  say,  for  his  hearers  and  readers ;  but 
yet  it  argues  something  m  his  favour  that  these  highest  of  all  subjects  have  such  an 
irresistible  attraction  for  him,  and  that  he  cannot  cease  to  care  for  these  things. 

In  his  addreas  we  have  an  exhibition  of  more  than  great  scientific  ability  and 
a,ttainmeuts ;  we  have  much  and  various  learning.  His  historical  sketch  is 
interesting  and  masterly,  and  fraught  nith  instruction.  It  may  be  thought,  also, 
that  there  is  an  improvement  in  Ss  tone  in  reference  to  things  divine,  i'or  have 
ve  not  sometbing  more  than  blind  force  spoken  of,  and  inevitable  law  ?  We  find 
the  word  Creator  used.  Thia  is  hopeful,  but  still  it  is  difficult  to  understand  in 
what  sense  the  word  is  employed ;  and  if,  as  we  read  it,  we  are  encouraged  to  tniat 
that  abetter  day  is  beginning  ta  dawn  on  the  sdentific  world,  and  the  recognition  of 
a  Great  First  Cause  allowed,  we  are  speedily  undeceived.  Thus  Profesaor  Tyndall, 
in  his  closing  sentences,  says,  eloquently  and  tonehingly  indeed,  but  with  a 
meaning  that  is  nnmistakeable :  '  If  still  unsatisfied,  the  human  mind,  with  the 
yearning  of  a  pilgrim  for  his  distant  home,  will  turn  to  the  mystery  from  which  it 
has  emerged,  seeking  so  to  fashion  it  as  to  give  unity  to  thought  and  faith ;  so  long 
as  this  is  done  not  only  without  intolerance  or  bigotry  of  any  kind,  but  with  the 
enlightened  recognition  that  ultimate  fixity  of  conception  is  here  imattainable,  and 
that  each  succeeding  age  must  be  held  free  to  fashion  the  mystery  in  accordance 
with  its  own  needs, — then,  in  opporition  to  all  the  restrictions  of  materialism,  I 
would  affirm  this  to  be  a  field  for  the  noblest  ezercise  of  what,  in  contrast  with 
the  knowing  faculties,  may  be  called  the  creative  faculties  of  man.  Here,  however, 
I  must  quit  a  theme  too  great  for  me  to  handle,  but  which  will  he  handled  by  the 
loftiest  minds,  ages  after  you  and  I,  like  streaks  of  morning  cloud,  shall  have  melted 
into  the  infinite  azure  of  the  past.'  In  this  sentence  we  have  testimony  borne  to 
the  grandeur  of  human  nature,  as  evinced  by  its  inexpressible  and  ineztinguish- 
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able  longicgB  after  n  good  that  earth  cannot  eive,  and  the  Bolntion  of  the  mysterf 
bj  which  it  is  BUrrounded.  Bnt  whilst  ample  liberty  is  given  to  all  in  ancceeding 
ages  to  address  themselves,  after  this  fashion,  to  this  great  work,  bnt  little  hope  is 
held  out  of  ita  snoceas.  Man  is  merely  pnrauiiig  a  phantom,  and  that  phantom  will 
always  assume  the  shape  and  colour  of  his  own  mind.  Han,  in  short,  is  not  created 
b;  Ood ;  he  is  the  creator  of  God,  and  snch  as  he  himself  is  his  God  will  invariablj 
be.  Now  those  familiar  witb  the  teachinga  ol  a  certain  claas  of  materialiste  know 
this  is  exactly  their  doctrine.  Feucrbach,  the  German  matenalist,  iUostretcs  uid 
enforces  it  at  great  length  and  in  various  ways ;  and  now,  under  tiie  patronage  of 
Professor  Tyndall,  we  find  it,  with  something  like  the  poetry  of  despair,  introduced 
among  ourselves.  A  subtle  kind  of  Atheism  it  is,  and  in  behalf  of  which  much 
tliat  is  plausible  ia  advanced ;  but  it  is  Atheism  etill,  and  leaves  even  the  greateet 
authoritiefl  amongst  us  merely  the  blind  leaders  of  the  blind. 

TVe  have  said  that  amongst  the  class  of  writers  to  which  we  have  referred  there 
ia  often  much  offensive  assumption  and  a  tone  of  initatiiig  contempt.  This  is 
to  be  lamented,  bnt  it  is  also  to  be  lamented  that  scorn  is  sometimea  met  witti 
BOom.  The  odium  tkeologicam  has  not  yet  left  the  world,  and  some  of  the  auimad- 
versions  which  Professor  Tyndall's  address  has  called  forth  may  well  be  animadverted 
npon.  One  speaker,  in  a  place  of  power  and  prominence,  is  r«firesented  as  denonnciiig 
it  '  in  a  tone  of  withenng  sarcasm.'  It  surely  is  time  that  sarcasm  should  cease, 
and  this'  unseemly  and  ounatuial  war  between  science  and  religion  c<nne  to  an  end. 
May  we  not  expect  a  period  to  arrive  when  all  honest  men  lAitU  be  regarded  aa 
idncere  seekers  of  truth,  and  when  those  who  have  found  it  shall  took,  with 
sympathy  on  their  erring  brethren,  and  lovingly  extend  to  them  a  helping  hand? 

A  CONTRAST. 
Dk.  De  WmE  Talhaoe  is  one  of  the  most  popular  preadiers  of  America.  He 
addresses  admiring  thousands,  and  is  one  of  '  the  licnts '  of  Brooklyn.  He  ia  not 
afraid  to  set  forth  his  opinions  and  conviction*,  and  he  doea  so  uways  foreibly, 
though  often  grotesquely.  He,  like  other  eminent  Amerioan  divines,  haa  been  in 
this  country,  and  he  has  taken  the  opportunity  of  hearing  two  preaclieTB,  widely 
different  alike  iu  their  cast  of  thought  and  manner  of  preaching, — Mr.  Spurgeom 
and  Canon  Liddon,— ^uid  he  thus  describes  them  ; — '  The  dream  of  many  years  was 
realized  at  last,  and,  amid  thousands  of  other  eager  worshipperB,  we  eat  in  Mr. 
Sporgeon's  Tabernacle  in  Londtm.  There  was  time,  bdore  tiie  services  b^an,  to 
look  around  and  note  the  wonderful  economy  (rf  space,  and  the  marvellous  acoustic 
arrang^nents  of  this  world-known  specimen  of  simple  tKchitecture.  KUipttcal  in 
shape,  and  surrounded  on  all  sides  with  a  double  row  of  glories,  it  is  ao  perfectly 
constructed  that  all  tbe  audience  can  see  the  speaker  \  and,  standing  in  one  focus, 
it  is  not  difficult  for  one  of  his  strong  and  weU-modalated  vtnce  to  make  ev^y 
Intonation  distinct  and  clear  to  ^ery  hearer. 

_ '  But  when  he  walked  down  the  steps  of  the  gallery  to  his  platfcMTS,  and  seated 
himself  among  his  elders,  it  was  hard  to  believe  tiiat  this  large,  portly,  full-be»rded 
man  was  the  original  of  that  youthful  face  which  had  graced  the  "  Iirat  Series  "  of 
his  publiahed  sermons,  these  many  years  ago.  Bat  when  a  hush  came  over  the 
vast  audience,  and  "  !«(  us  pray  "  sounded  out,  strong  and  clear,  like  the  notes  of  « 
clarion,  we  fc^t  at  once  that  this  was  he.  No  other  voice  we  had  ever  heard  was 
>o  electric  and  so  tlirilling  as  that ;  and  in  every  sentiment  ot  that  tender  and 
pathetic  invocation,  we  hewd  tbe  gushingof  an  anxious  heart,  filled  wiUt  a  sensed 
fioman  reepousibihties,  and  yet  strengthened  by  a  consdousness  of  heavenly  grace. 
*  The  singing  was  hearty,  whole-sonled,  and  melodious,  swelling  "  like  the  voice 
of  many-waters  "  from  the  thousands  who  had  already  caught  the  magic  inspiration 
cd  that  manly  voiee  which  had  told  us  all  to  ang,  and  "to  sing  wiUi  the  spirit  and 
tiie  understanding." 

'  The  runniug  camment  on  tbe  chatter  read  was  sharp,  timely,  suggestive, 
comprehensive;  and  the  prayer  which  followed  was  simple,  earnest,  solemd, 
impressive,  showing  a  nearness  of  approadi  to  \he  tiirone  <^  grace,  and  tbe  fami- 
liarity of  a  child  with  his  Heavenly  Father.  The  sermon  vas  a  comlrinatioa  of 
reasooing  and  pathetic  appeal,  of  argument  and  poetry,  of  sc^d  doctrine  and  of 
practical  implication,  wbicn  enchained  the  whole  audience  fram  beginning  to  end. 
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At  the  toTDing  of  each  diTiaiou  of  the  subject,  &ere  would  be  a  nuUing  of  garments, 
like  Qie  leaves  of  the  forest,  showing  that  all,  for  the  first  time,  were  shifting  their 
position  after  manj  minutes  of  complete  ahstraction  from  the  world  aroond  them. 

'There  were  times  when  Mr.  Spargeonwouldkindle  with  his  theme,  "TheLoying- 
kmdaeBS  of  God,"  into  the  loftiest  strains  of  red,  genuine  eloquence.  His  faee 
wonld  be  wreathed  with  a  smile,  and  his  eyes  would  fairly  sparkle  with  theb 
brilliant  radiacoe  and  flashes  of  emotion.  But  the  most  of  the  time  he  stood 
holding  to  the  railing  around  the  platform,  and  in  a  conversational  tone,  which 
was  cleac  and  sb-ong,  would  simply  and  pongently  pour  out  what  was  evidently  the 
experience  of  his  own  warm  and  tender  heart ;  and  dming  the  whole  service  we 
could  not  help  feeling,  here  is  a  man  of  world-wide  reputation,  who  could  con- 
Bcientiouelj  say,  as  Paul  did  r  "  We  preach  not  ourselves,  but  Christ  Jesus  the 
Lord,  and  ourselves  your  servants  for  Jesns'  sahe ; "  and  who,  in  the  intensity  of 
his  desire  to  do  good,  might  almost  say,  with  Paul :  "  I  could  wish  myself  accursed 
from  Christ,  for  my  brethren,  my  kinsmen  according  to  the  flesh." 

^Leaving  this  "feast  of  fat  things,  and  wine  upon  the  lees,"  we  strolled  on  down 
across  old  London  Bridge,  up  tlmragh  the  old  dty-^now  strangely  qiuet  and 
serene — to  that  splendid  monument  to  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  8t.  Paul  s  Cathedral 
!t  was  about  3  p.m.,  and  very  pleasant  it  was  to  ait  down  amid  the  grand  arches 
and  under  the  splendid  dome  of  this  vast  cathedral. 

'  The  audience  was  evidently  composed  of  a  very  difierent  class  of  peraons  from 
those  we  had  jnst  parted  with  at  "The  Tabernacle;"  for  while  this  was  not 
indicated  hy  any  excess  of  show  in  dress  or  manners,  we  know  that  many  of  these 
were  the  nobility  of  that  proud  laud,  and  their  very  looks  showed  a  want  of  that 
umple  and  hearty  reverence  with  which  we  had  just  been  in  contact.  A  chilly  air 
of  lonoality,  as  of  a  damp  cnrrent  from  the  crypt  below,  where  Wellington  and 
Netson  are  sleeiong,  seemed  to  pervade  the  whole  vast  audience.  By  and  byt  t 
procession  of  men  and  boys,  clothed  in  long  white  gowns,  came  marching  in,  to 
the  soft,  sweet  notes  of  the  organ.  Some  one,  who  reminded  ns  of  the  monotonous 
drawl  of  a  Hard-Shell  Baptist  preacher,  "lifted  the  tune"  with  a  nasal  twang,  and 
these  boys  chanted  the  responses.  After  a  while,  the  familiar  words  of  the 
Episcopal  service  could  be  detected,  and  the  Lord's  Prayer,  mutilated  hy_  this 
jargon  of  discord  as  it  appeared  to  ns  ;  and  we  were  glad  when  Canon  Liddon 
asc^ided  the  pulpit  in  front  of  one  of -the  fluted  columns  and  commenced  his 
sermon.  Bnt  there  was  such  a  mingling  of  echoes  from  these  columns  and  arches, 
that  his  voice  sounded  somewhat  l^o  an  Alpine  horn,  heard  the  week  before. 
Bowever,  enoa^  was  heard,  showing  us  that  the  Canon  could  shape  out  and 
pidish  a  sermon  which  should  be  beautiful  and  symmetrical  and  perfect,  and  yet 
as  cold  and  lifeless  as  a-marble  statue.  When  a  man  wants  a  stone,  let  him  go  to 
St.  Paul's.  But  if  he  wants  bread  baked  in  heaven,  and  wholesome  and  nutritious  to 
the  soul,  hy  all  means  he  should  go  to  the  Tabernacle  and  listen  to  Mr.  Spurgeon.* 

THE  MARQUIS  OF  LORNE  ON  ESTABLISHMENTS. 
Fbou  the  hig^  position  which  he  occupies,  and  his  hereditary  character,  any  utter- 
ance of  the  Marqnis  of  Lome  is  sure  to  command  attention.  AddressiDg  his 
constitaents  at  Hjntyre  lately,  he  said,  remarking  on  the  Church  of  Scotland  : 
'  He  would  tell  them  why  he  would  not  vote  against  the  continuance  of  the  Estab- 
lished Church.  By  this  Establishment  he  heheved  they  secured  five-things  which 
were  very  good.  They  had  spiritual  instruction  given  in  every  parish  in  the 
country,  and  they  secured  the  best  meaus  of  recognition  hy  the  civO  magistrate  of 
religion,  which,  as  they  knew,  had  always  found  very  great  favour  in  Scotland. 
He  believed,  also,  that  hy  having  an  Established  Churcn  they  had  a  considerable ' 
check  on  excesses  of  zeal ;  that  it  prevented  any  minister  feeling  too  dependent  on 
his  congregation  ;  and  also  that  the  Established  Church  was,  in  the  main,  more 
tolerant  and  liberal,  without  giving  up  its  distinctive  doctrines,  than  other 
Churches  were  likely  to  be.  These  were  the  reasons  for  which  he  wished  to 
see  an  Established  Church  in  this  country,  and  also  in  England.  Of  course 
it  depended  upon  the  Church's  own  zeal,-  and  upon  its  means,  whether  it  was 
possible  to  have  an  Establishment  or  not.  U  it  ever  came  to  be  against  the  wish 
of  tie  great  maj<m1y,  of  course  it  wonld  not  be  able  to  maintain  it ;  but  as  long  em 
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it  kept  ita  own  position,  ami  received  the  re^ct  of  the  people,  he  would  always 
endeavour  to  maintain  it.'  The  Marquis  of  Lome  is  a  mtui  that  can  render  a 
reaaoQ,  but  the  reaaoua  be  asaigus  may  all  be  examioed  and  found  wanting.  It  ia 
not  our  intention  to  examine  them  seriatim,  but  there  is  one  to  which  we  wonld 
draw  Bpedsl  attention,  viz.  that  au  Established  Church  prevents  the  rainister  from 
being  dependent  on  the  people.  The  subject  of  the  relation  between  pastor  and 
people  is  one  of  vital  moment,  and  we  believe  that,  in  connection  with  mini- 
gten^  support,  the  existence  of  an  Established  Church  has  done  great  evil.  It  has 
taught  the  people  to  consider  that  they  have  no  personal  duty  in  this  matter — it  is 
the  duty  of  the  State ;  and  hence  anything  which  the^  give  is  regarded  as  an 
unwelcome  extraction  or  a  charitable  dole.  How  very  different  is  the  teaching  of 
Scripture .'  '  The  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire.  Let  him  who  is  taught  in  the 
word,  communicate  to  him  that  teacheth  in  all  good  things.  If  we  have  sown  our 
K>iritual  things,  it  is  a  small  matter  that  we  reap  your  carnal  things.'  Thus,  in 
Scripture,  ministerial  support  is  placed  on  the  ground  of  justice.  It  is  jusi  that  he 
in  whose  behalf  the  work  is  done  should,  as  in  other  spheres,  feel  and  discharge 
his  obligations.  The  idea  of  the  minister  being  dependent  on  bis  people,  in  the 
sense  in  which  that  offensive  phrase  is  nsnally  employed,  is  as  injurious  to  the 
people  as  it  is  degrading  to  the  minister.  Aiid  as  tune  advances,  the  teaching  of 
Scripture  will  come  to  1^  more  and  more  clearly  recognised  and  acted  on  ;  and  that 
will  be  aocounted  the  truly  honourable  mode  of  ministerial  support  which  conBists 
in  the  people  giving  lovingly,  freely,  and  conscientiously  towards  it,  and  cot  that 
which  consists  in  money  being  exacted  vt  et  armis,  often  from  most  reluctant  and 
scoffing  taxpayers,  for  the  support  of  a  man  of  whose  services  they  do  not  avail 
themselves,  and  in  whose  worth  they  have  no  faith. 

Churchmen  often  point  with  contempt  to  the  straitened  incomes  of  Dissenting 
clergy,  and  the  efforts  that  are  required  to  be  made  to  obt^n  them,  forgetting  that 
for  this  state  of  things  they  themselves  are  largely  responsible.  But  whatever 
scandals  may  have  arises  among  Dissenters  on  account  of  ministerial  poverty,  tbej 
sink  into  insignificance  when  placed  side  by  dde  with  the  wretched  scandals  arising 
out  of  the  weakness  of  an  Established  Church.  Thus,  to  cross  the  Border,  we  find, 
on  the  evidence  of  a  parliamentary  blue-book,  facta  like  the  following  ;— 

'A  oUss  of  "clerical  ngents"  have  ariean  wlio  manage  aftaira  with  proteatationH  of 
^^seorecj  and  ooLfidence,"  and  who  really  reqaire  to  make  good  tbeee  promieos  as  much  as 
if  Ihej  were  receivers  of  stolen  goods,  for  what  the;  undertake  to  accomplish  is  Bimply  to 
nuikfl  simoDy  safe.  The  actual  cases  related  before  the  committee  were  Ehameful.  A  cfei^y- 
man,  aged  80,  allowed  aon-resideuce  in  his  own  living  becanse  of  physical  infirmity,  wM 
appointed  rector  of  Spettiaburj  to  enable  the  patron  to  eel!  with  prospeot  of  early  pOBBCBsfoni 
and  although  the  hlehop  knew  the  facta,  ho  waa  compelled  by  law  to  institute  the  tottering 
and  Incapable  ootogeaarian.  Of.  course  the  poor  old  man  never,  did  any  work,  and  never 
tasidad  on  the  livioe.  In  another  aimilar  case,  which  happened  at  St.  Brvana,  the  broken- 
down  presentee  had  to  receive  wine  and  water  at  the  resding-doBk  in  order  to  help  him 
through  the  induction  service ;  and  when  he  bad  got  only  half  through,  he  hod  to  bo  removed 
to  the  inn  in  a  fainting  atale.  At  a  aulseqnent  Heryioe  he  did  contrive  to  get  to  the  end  of 
hifl  work,  but  it  well-nigh  made  an  end  of  him.  The  presentee  in  this  case  waa  a  helpless 
paralytic,  and  of  oounie  never  did  more  than  read  himself  in.  At  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  a 
clergyman  between  80  and  90  was  appointed  to  a  living  of  f  800  &  year,  where  there  had 
been  no  resident  rector  for  nearly  70  years.  Lord  Overetone  told  of  a  pariah  of  30,000 
Inhabitants,  whose  vicar  spent  20  years  in  habitual  intemperance  and  uMct  neglect  of  bis 
datiea,  and  he  cannot  be  got  rid  of,  for  to  pension  him  off  would  be  simonlacal ! ' 

It  may  be  said  that  such  evils  were  never  perpetrated  in  connection  with  patron- 
age in  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  that  now  at  least,  when  patron^  is  abolished, 
whatever  evils  have  resulted  from  it  will  cease  and  determine.  We  are  hopeful 
that  something  more  than  the  evils  of  patronage  will  soon  cease  and  detArmine. 
We  hope  the  Church  of  Scotland,  as  by  law  established,  will  soon  be  placed  on  a  more 
scriptural  foundation  ^exchange  its  dependence  on  the  State  for  dependence  on  the 
people,  in  whose  power,  according  to  tbe  Marquis  of  Lome,  it  is  to  decide  its  fate. 

THE  FHEE  CHURCH  ASSEMBLY  ON  rNTEMPERAKCE. 
The  Free  Church  of  Scotland  is  characterized  by  much  energy  and  zeal,  and,  even 
ita  enemies  being  judges,  it  has  done  and  is  doing  a  great  work  in  the  land.     It 
addresses  itaeli  to  the  reformalion  of  practical  evils,   and  seeks  to  rouse  the 
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epiritual  life  of  the  country.  It  ia  admitted  by  men  of  all  ebades  of  opinion  that 
intemperance  is  one  of  the  greateat  evils  that  afflieta  us,  and  that  it  urgently  calls 
for  zealous  and  enliglitened  efforts  for  ite  removal.  The  Report  of  the  Free  Assembly 
on  this  subjeot  lies  before  U8,  and  is  full  of  useful  information  as  well  as  earnest 
appeal.  Having  enlarged  on  the  manifold  evils  of  intomperaiico,  t^e  Report  thus 
Bpeaka  of  remedies : — '  In  directing  attention  to  specino  remediea,  tbe  gospel 
message  ii  entitled  to  the  foremost  place.  No  reformation  can  be  thorough  and 
abiding  which  doea  not  originate  in  the  regeneration  of  tlie  heart.  But  on  a 
review  of  the  whole  question,  we  must  be  satisfied  that  no  other  evilagency,  except 
intemperance,  causea  the  interesta  of  religion  to  suffer  so  much,  or  presents  so 
formidable  a  barrier  to  the  progress  of  the  truth.  What  else,  we  would  ask,  ao 
effectually  opeas  to  the  powers  of  darkness  the  avenues  of  the  heart?  What  else 
BO  blunts  the  moral  sensibilities  of  the  soul  ?  What  elae  so  bligbta  our  piei^, 
detaoea  our  faith,  destroys  our  influence,  and  exposes  religion  to  utter  contempt? 
And  what  cause  more  imperatively  demands  aacrifices  and  efforts  for  ita  miti- 
gation or  extinction  ? ' 

In  connection  with  apeoiflc  remedies,  the  following  are  very  fittingly  referred 
to : — '  Another  matter  of  primary  importance,  as  a  remedy,  is  to  improve  the 
dwellings  of  the  working  classes.  This,  we  are  glad  to  notice,  is  attracting  the 
attention  of  the  present  Parliament.  In  Switzerland,  a  considerable  proportion  of 
the  population  are  their  own  landlorda,  and  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  a  far  larger 
number  of  the  working  classes  in  this  country  from  attainiug  to  the  same  elevation. 
There  is  a  great  amount  of  misery  and  mischief  due  to  the  condition  of  the  dwell- 
ings of  the  poor.  The  absence  of  sewerage  causes  a  state  of  things  which  sickens 
every  visitor  ere  he  has  been  five  minutes  in  such  pk,ce3.  If  any  one  is  disposed 
to  BUBpect  us  of  exaggeration  in  describing  these  bouses,  they  would  soon  convince 
themaelves  of  their  error  b^  visiting  a  few  of  our  courts  and  squalid  hovels.  No 
doubt  there  is  here  a  practical  dif&culty.  There  are  laws  enabling  magistrates  to 
puU  down  such  houses ;  hut  then  comes  the  question.  Where  are  t£e  tenants  of  the 
dismantled  court  to  go  ?  They  can  only  crowd  into  other  similar  buildings,  and 
thus  aggravate  the  evil  complained  of.  If  mere  destruction  is  all  that  is  attempted, 
the  law  will  prove  inoperative.  The  evil  is  overcrowding  ;  it  is  this  that  forces 
,  up  rents,  and  compels  people  to  live  in  dens,  and  pay  more  for  them  than  those 
WDO  live  in  other  neighbourhoods  could  obtain  decent  houses  for.  The  first  requi- 
Bte  clearly  is,  that  where  powers  are  given  to  destroy,  powers  should  also  be  given, 
if  necessary,  to  rebuild.  Beaidea  these,  powers  of  compulsory  purchase  would  also 
need  to  be  obtained.  The  present  state  of  overcrowdmg  frustrates  aU  attempt  at 
civilisation,  whether  through  legal,  religious,  or  educational  agencies. 

'  It  would  be  a  grand  remedy  tor  intemperance  if  the  women  of  our  country 
were  carefully  taught  the  art  of  cooking  and  economizing  material.  There  should 
be  no  place  like  home  for  its  attractions  and  comforts.  It  should  be  to  every  man 
the  deaieat  and  sweetest  spot.  But  in  many  instances  home  has  been  made  uncom- 
fortable, by  means  of  the  slatternly  and  untidy  habits  of  her  to  whose  care  it  haa  been 
committm.  A  cleanly  and  cheerful  home  would  often  save  a  man  from  becoming 
a  drunkard.  Unwashed  and  unkempt  children,  an  empty  grate,  great  confuaioa  in 
the  household,  and  no  warm  meal  prepared— these  are  the  things  that,  occurring  day 
after  day,  sour  the  temper  of  many  a  husband,  and  drive  him  to  int«mperance.' 

Of  preabjterial  action  it  thus  speaks : — '  We  are  glad  to  notice  that  several 
presbyteries  during  the  past  year  have  had  the  subject  of  intemperance  under  their 
consideration,  and  have  been  employed  in  getting  returns  of  the  number  and 
character  of  the  public-houses  within  their  bounds,  with  the  view  of  checking 
irregularities  and  endeavouring  to  get  the  number  of  houses  reduced.  Law,  in  a 
free  country,  is  more  an  effect  than  a  cause,  and  the  passing  or  enforcement  of  any 
"  BumptuaiT  law  "  muat  depend  largely  on  the  state  of  public  opinion ;  and  it  ia 
piun  uiat  the  Church  can  exercise  great  influence  in  forming  and  deepening  that 
public  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  for  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  public -houses. 
It  is  certainly  the  place  of  the  Church  to  agitate  this  matter ;  and  she  haa  advan- 
tages for  doing  so  which  no  private  association  can  command.  She  has  her  organi- 
zation ready  in  every  parish,  and  an  agent  is  everywhere  present  to  work  it  out.' 

The  debate  on  the  Report  brought  out,  aawas  to  be  expected,  diversity  of  view 
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on  wirticiilAr  points,  bat  at  last  the  Aseembl;  agreed  to  the  CoUawing  delirerance : 
— 'The  Aseemblr  feels  deep  aeose  of  the  reepoodbility  rotdng  on  the  Christdan 
Church  in  regard  to  the  evils  arismg  from  intemperance,  aa  well  as  the  dnt^'of 
employing  every  lawfnl  and  scriptoral  meana  for  the  pxirpoee  of  leoBting  an  enl  ao 
powerful  and  deadly.  The  AsBembly  approve  of  all  treU-oonaidered  meBsures  ior 
d^ninUhiiig  the  uomber  and  size  of  licensed  honaes,  and  of  shortening  the  hoim 
during  wh^h  they  are  kept  open,  and  thus  removing  as  far  as  posible  the  vide- 
■pread  temptataons  to  drankennean  which  at  present  exist ;  but  cODHidering  that 
(uiinkenneBB  is  a  heinous  sin,  against  which  the  Church  is  bound  specially  to  direct 
ite  earnest  and  powerful  efforts,  the  Assembly  strongly  reconimeiri  all  synods  and 
presbyteries  to  deal  with  the  matter  within  their  bounds  ;  and  they  app<Hnt  all 
ministers  of  the  Church,  in  addition  to  suitable  references  in  their  ordinary  minig' 
trations,  to  preach  a  sermon  on  the  subject  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  December  1874 
{20th  December).  The  Afisembly,  moreover,  agree  to  memorialize  the  Govern- 
ment to  issue  a  Royal  CommiBsion  to  take  evidence  on  the  spot,  as  was  done  before 
the  paamng  of  the  Public  Houses  (Scotland)  Act,  1862,  in  order  to  ascert^u  the 
opinion  of  all  the  people  of  Scothmd  as  to  whether  any  and  what  alterations  and 
amendments  are  now  necessary  on  the  Act  of  1862  for  more  ' '  effectually  controlling 
and  limiting  the  dangerous  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors ; "  also  that  this  Assembly 
agree  to  petition  Parliament  to  pass  the  suspensory  claases  of  the  Spintoons 
Liquors  (Scotland)  Bill  into  law.' 

OUR  SABBATH. 
We  notice  from  the  newspapers,  that  while  the  Channd  Meet  was  at  Aberdeen, 
flre  tugs  plied  between  the  shore  and,  the  veBsels  from  twelve  till  seven  o'clock, 
crowded  ou  each  occasion.  Had  this  been  on  an  ordinary  day,  it  would  have  been 
fdl  very  right  and  proper ;  the  very  appearance  of  these  wonderful  vesaels  ezerta  a 
Bftange  kind  of  fascination  over  one,  and  leads  to  a  strong  dodte  to  see  and 
examine  their  internal  arrangements.  But,  as  the  wise  man  says,  '  for  eveiything 
QifiK  is  a  time,'  and  the  time  of  the  visitation  was  a  most  improper  one — il  teas 
Sabbath.  £ven  those  who  contend  most  earnestly  for  the  non-intarfeience  of 
the  State  in  reUgioua  matters  may  think  that  the  Government  of  a  Christian 
coimtry  might  very  fittingly  keep  the  Sabbath  holy  bv  not  making  the  property  oi 
the  nation  which  is  their  special  cbuge  a  public  exnibition  on  that  sacred  day. 
And  as  to  the  people,  we  wonder  if  there  were  any  or  many  of  the  members  of  our 
churches  amongst  that  hurrying,  jostling  crowd,  and  if  so,  what  are  their  views  of 
Sabbath  sanctification.  We  are  far  from  advocating  a  Pharisaic  strictneas  of  Sab* 
batical  observance.  The  world  is  a  divine  work,  and  fresh  ail  contributes  to  health 
of  mind  as  weU  as  of  bod^ :  and  there  are  certain  restraints,  saTOnriiiK  more  of  tiie 
lett«r  than  the  E^orit,  which  our  forefathers  placed  upon  themselves  UiAt  may  very 
beneficially  be  removed ;  but  surely  such  a  manner  of  spending  the  Sabbath  as  we 
have  refened  to  must  be  condemned  as  in  all  respects  injurious. 

Indeed,  it  is  tmly  depltoable  the  extent  to  which  the  Sabbath  is  desecrated  by 
being  spent  as  a  day  of  mere  pleasure- seeking.  We  are  deeply  giieved,  as  we 
look  from  the  windows  of  our  saaside  lodgings,  to  see  the  innumerable  velucIeB  ot 
all  descriptions  that  hurry  to  and  fro,  filled  with  exdted,  and,  on  th^  return,  not 
always  sober  occupants.  It  is  not  from  '  scenes  like  these  Anld  Scotia  draws  her 
power.'  One  of  ^e  noblest  of  England's  judges  said,  that  a  well-spent  Sabbath 
was  always,  in  his  experience,  the  precursor  of  a  happy  week.  But  this  riotous 
manner  oi  S[|ending  Sabbath  makes  a  wretched  retrospect  and  a  miserable  futme. 
The  subject  is  one  that  demands  most  earnest  attention  and  enlightened  action  cm 
the  part  ot  aU  having  influence ;  for  if  we  make  our  Sabbath  a  mere  holiday,  as  on 
the  Continent,  we  shall  speedily  sec  the  land  flooded  with  Continental  infidelity. 

THE  PONTIGNY  PILGRIMAGE. 
Tee  Ghnreh  of  Rrane,  in  the  course  of  her  history,  gradually  made  her  own  mai^ 
of  the  doctrin«  and  practices  of  Paganism.  In  tbis  way  she  gained  the  ear  of  the 
snperatitioDs  mnltitude  more  readily,  and  persuaded  them  to  join  her  standard. 
FUgrimages  aro  a  port  of  heathen  worship.  They  aire  in  no  form  or  deffw 
sanctioned  by  the  word  of  God.    In  their  true  idea  they  are  essentially  un- 
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otuJBtiaii,  for  that  idea  is,  that  they  are  meritorious  aa  a  work  o(  Eelf-Bacriflce,  and 
form  a  claiuL  of  right  on  iieaTen. 

J^lgrimagea  existed  in  their  glory  in  agee  of  darkneea ;  they  still  aurriTe, 
but  tiie  glory  is  departed.  DiiriDg  the  past  month,  a,  pilgriiuage  vaa  made  by 
about  SW  CatiiolicB  to  Pontigoy,  and  the  attention  of  the  world  y/ae  called  to  it. 
Bat  when  we  look  on  the  pilgrimagee  of  former  times  and  this,  the  contrast  is 
ludicroQfl.  Instead  of  the  soul  bent  on  aelf-«acrifice  and  Bcoming  worldly  joys,  we 
have  m«i  comfortably  seated  in  smoking-cairiages,  and  taking  along  with  them 
to  the  shrine  of  tbe  saint  many  of  tiie  means  of  a  happy  holiday  ezouraion  I 

PROFESSOR  BLACKIB  ON  PROFESSOR  TYNDALL 
Professor  Blackie  is  a  man  that  '  fechts  for  his  ain  hand '  and  in  hia  own  way. 
That  way  is  often  amusing,  always  intereeting,  and  is  sure  to  engage  attention  if 
not  to  beget  conviction.  We  suppose  he  would  very  emphatically  refuse  to  be 
called  an  orthodox  Christian,  but  no  one  can  deny  tiuit  ne  is  a  man  of  strong 
religions  feelings  .and  convictions.  Materialism,  in  all  its  forms,  he  abhors,  aa 
being  eqnally  contrarf  to  sound  phlloBOphj  and  true  religion.  In  a  letter  of  real 
learning  and  power,  no  has  lately  combated  tjie  chief  errors  of  that  system  aa  set 
fortit  in  Professor  Tyndali's  address.  After  speaking  of  the  teaching  of  the  really 
great  philoaopberB  oE  ancient  and  modem  times  on  the  origin  of  the  cosmos,  and 
also  that  of  St.  Paid,  and  stating  his  own  agreement  th^ewith,  he  thus,  suo  more, 
deecanta  on  the  reasons  for  the  present  state  of  scientific  Atheism  tliat  so  sbrongly 
and  lamentably  obtains  amongst  us : — '  I  seem  to  see  fonr  principal  causes  of  the 
dim  clouds  of  atJieistic  sentiment  at  present  blotting  the  clear  atmosphere  of  divine 
philosophy.  (1)  There  is  the  fact  ttiat  John  Bull  is  not  naturally  a  philosophic 
animal ;  and,  from  not  having  his  senses  well  exercised  in  the  domains  of  speculative 
tmth,  he  is  apt,  when  disturbed  in  his  easy-chair,  to  make  sudden  wild  plungea 
from  stJS  orthodox  to  staggering  scepticism.  (S)  There  is  the  clrcnnistance  t£at 
the  shaking  of  the  fonndations  of  traditicHial  orthodoxy  has  in  this  age  been 
accompani^  by  the  spread  of  democratic  ideas,  which  delist  to  revel  in  the 
unlicensed  anarchy  of  the  individoa),  and  are  given  to  rebel  against  all  fair  ideas 
of  order  and  anHiority,  whether  in  social  polity  or  in  the  cosmic  system.  (3)  The 
one-sided  eagerness  with  which  Englishmen  in  these  latter  days  have  fastened  npon 
physical  science  is  peotdiarly  unfavourable  to  the  growth  of  a  true  philosophy  of 
the  nniverse.  It  most  be  bome',in  mind  that  in  no  one  of  its  vast  uid  various  fields 
is  mere  sdonce  to  be  confounded  with  philosophy — much  less  ph^cal  science, 
which  is  merely  the  outer  face  of  the  oosmoB,  aM  from  which  the  mner  soul  can 
no  more  be  interpreted  than  a  Shakespeare  can  be  nnderstood  from  paring  his 
nails,  or  detailing  how  he  buttoned  his  coat  or  fastened  his  shirt  coUar.  The 
gaping  world  is  only  too  apt  to  conclude  that,  because  a  man  talks  largely  on 
science,  he  is  Uierefore  entitled  to  be  listened  to  with  deference  when  he  puts  forth 
a  philosophy  of  the  cosmos.  The  observation  of  nature  is  one  thing ;  the  philosophy 
of^nature  another  and  a  very  different  thing.  Neither  Frofewor  l^daQ  nor  J^. 
Darwin  has  given  any  proofs  of  a  mission  to  teach  philosophy  ;  and  in  so  far  as  one 
deals  in  cosmical  theones,  in  which  speculations  of  a  one-sided  physical  science  are 
put  forth  as  a  phUoeophy,  they  are  to  be  regarded  as  nsorpers,  and  as  such  will 
assuredly  share  the  fat«  of  Oliver  Cromwell  and  Loois  Napoleon,  if  they  continue 
to  parade  subtle  vacuities  and  fond  crotchets  instead  of  sound  reason.  A  professor 
of  mechanical  science  may  know  how  to  put  the  parts  of  a  steam-engine  togeth^, 
and  may  (p.re  the  most  luminous  exposition  of  all  t^e  cunning  complexity  of  ita 
cylinder,  piston,  and  wheels  to  a  delighted  audience ;  but  if  he  were  solemnly  to 
declare,  at  the  end  of  his  lecture,  that  he  could  see  nothing  in  this  wonderful 
engine  but  the  mysterious  play  of  matter  and  force,  without  assuming  the  mind 
of  James  Watt  aa  first  mover  in  the  business,  we  should  simply  say  that  he  was 
mad,  or  that  somehow  or  other,  though  a  very  clever  fellow — to  use  a  familiar 
phrase — he  wanted  a  shilling  in  the  pound.  (4)  The  last  cause  of  this  sad  pheno- 
menon of  scientific  Atheism  which  occurs  to  me  lies  at  the  door,  I  fear,  not  of  the 
men  of  science,  but  of  the  orthodox  theologians.  Some  of  these  gentlemen  un- 
fortnnately,  say  rather  the  ^reat  majority  of  them,  have  bound  up  so  mooh 
queationable  matter  and  offensive  dogmatiBm  with  the  idea  of  Ood,  that  a  certain 
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class  of  Bcientific  men,  not  partdcnlsrlf  iitroiig'iii  the  organ  of  Teneration,  bavg 
thoQglit  it  the  cheapest  waj  to  get  rid  of  the  idea  altogether.  Well,  considering 
the  weakness  of  human  natnre,  and  the  tendency  of  action  in  one  direction  to 
produce  reaction  in  the  opposite  hne,  this  plea  must  be  admitted  to  a  cert^ 
extent  in  palliation  ;  bat  men  nho  profees  ,wisdom  certainly  onfiht  not  luMj  to 
follow  the  multitude  in  the  indiscriminate  haste  with  which,  as  the  German  prorecb 
has  it,  "  they  fling  out  the  baby  with  the  waah-watec."  No  amount  of  absoidiij 
in  any  popular  theology  can  jostify  a  lover  of  wisdom  in  reverting  to  tbe  inane 
babble  of  AtJieifBu,  which  is,  aodever  must  remain  with  all  sane  mindB,Bn  nniitl«r- 
able  idiocy ;  and  it  stands  as  true  now  as  it  did  in  the  days  of  King  David  tad 
John  Hilton,  that 

'  "  Of  bucU  doctrloe  neTsr  wu  there  aclii>ol 

Bat  the  heart  of  tbe  fool, 

And  no  man  Uierein  doctor  hot  hlmsell.'" 
This  letter  ha«  excited  much  attention,  and  drawn  forth  mnch  criticisni,  hostile 
and  otherwise.  The  only  part  which  specially  demands  notice  from  ua,  is  tk(  in 
which  reference  is  made  to  present-day  orthodoxy  as  partially  a  cause  of  present- 
day  iufidehty.  The  charge  is  one  of  great  gravity,  but  as  it  is  made  only  in  genenl 
terms,  it  cannot  be  int«lligently  met.  Perhaps  the  Professor,  with  his  ranal 
courage  and  candour,  will  tell  ns  speciflcally  what  those  reputed  orthodox  doctrines 
are  tl^t  are  so  injurious,  and  how  they  operate,  and  then  it  will  be  in  our  power  to 
understand  his  poution,  and  to  accept  or  reject,  or  it  may  be  rebut,  his  atat^menta. 

OBITUASr. 

The  distinguished  French  lifUraUur,  statesman,  and  edncationist,  M.  Guizot,  died 
on  Saturday  the  12th  September,  in  the  87th  year  of  his  age.  His  long  life  wm 
one  of  great  and  varied  activity,  and  he  experienced  various  uianges  of  fortune  i;i 
his  promineiit  and  public  connection  with  a  country  so  given  to  cbanee  as  France- 
He  has  ever  been  regarded  with  special  favour  in  England,  in  which  he  spent  a 
part  of  his  life,  and  with  whose  literature,  history,  and  religion  he  was  intimitelf 
acquainted,  and  has  largely  illustrated  in  his  writdngs.  M.  Guizot  was  a  Protestant, 
and  hia  different  works  on  various  important  aspecta  of  the  Christian  religion  prove 
that  he  was  an  intelligent  and  sincere  believer,  albeit  his  views  are  not  alirayi 
those  professedly  received  amongst  the  Churches  of  these  lands. 

The  Church  of  Scotland  has  lost  one  of  its  most  noteworthy  ministers.  Dr.  Cook 
died  at  Haddington  on  September  11th,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age.  He  ma;  lie 
said  to  be  '  the  last  of  the  Romans.'  In  many  respects  he  was  a  man  of  whom  the 
Church  of  Scotland  has  reason  to  be  proud.  His  news  and  convictions  on  mattes 
political  and  ecclesiastical  were  not  ours.  He  was  a  Tory  of  the  Tories,  and  believed 
m  the  Church  of  Scotiand  as  represented  by  the  old  Moderate  type  of  divines;  but 
we  can  admire  his  great  business  talenta  and  legal  knowledge,  his  high  sense  of 
honour,  and  his  unbending  integrity.  Tbe  passing  of  the  Patronage  Bill  wasasore 
blow  to  him,  and  was  utterly  Buhvereive  of  all  his  ideas  of  what  ought  to  be  in  a 
Church  by  law  established. 

We  note  with  regret  the  strikingly  sudden  death  of  Mr.  James  Dodds,  in  Dundee, 
on  the  12th  ult.  Hr.  Dodds  was  an  effective  lecturer  and  popular  writ«r.  Hia 
Leci«ret  on  Ihe  Covenanttra  and  his  Life  of  Dr.  Chalmers  give,  in  an  interesting 
manner,  an  admirable  epitome  of  these  great  subjects. 

By  the  death  of  Dr.  Hendereon,  of  Free  St.  Enoch's,  Glaaaow,  on  the  I2th  ult, 
the  Free  Church  has  lost  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  esteemed  of  ila  ministere.  He 
did  not  take  so  prominent  a  part  in  the  debates  of  the  Church  as  some,  hot  in  s 
quieter  way  did  mnch  good  work  for  it,  especially  as  convener  of  the  College 
Committee,  and  by  his  labours  in  behalf  of  theological  education.  At  its  meeting  m 
1856,  the  General  Assembly  testified  its  appreciation  of  his  services  and  cbaracter 
by  appointing  him  Moderator.  He  and  the  late  Principal  Fairtwum  were  wtra 
fnends,  and  Uie  Frindpal's  death  was  a  great  shock  to  him.  Dr.  Henderetai  died 
in  his  77th  year. 

Printed  by  Mobkat   awd  Gibb,    11,  Qaeen  Streat,   and   Pnbliihed  by  WttUiH 
OuFHJLHi  ABD  Co.,  67,  North  Frederick  Street,  Edinburgh,  on  tbe  1st  of  Oclobe' 


ONITED  PRESBYTERIAN  MAGAZINE. 


NOVEMBER    2,    1874. 


(Original   %xtuUs. 


PROFESSOR  TYNDALL'S  ADDRESS  TO  THE  BRITISH 
ASSOCIATION. 

BY  PROFESSOR  CAXDERWOOD. 

I^OFESSOR  Tthdaxl's  address  haa  called  forth  a  torrent  of  furious  criti- 
dsm.  Its  author  has  been  denonnced  aa  a  Materialist  and  Atheist, 
Amongst  his  asHailaatii,  those  who  valne  religioQH  life  above  all  else  hare 
been  prominent.  Distingnished  representative  men  in  many  of  the  Churches 
hare  given  ezpresBion  to  their  condemnation  in  a  form  which  shows  that 
they  hare  taken  the  President  of  the  Association  for  this  year  as  the  enemy 
of  Christianity.  In  this  denunciation  there  has  been  undue  haste.  Zeal 
and  earnestness  in  the  defence  of  all  that  we  hold  most  dear  have  been  mani- 
fest throughout ;  but  there  has  been  a  want  of  patient,  thorough  investiga- 
tion of  the  address  itself  before  criticism  was  nndertaken.  Hasty  utterances 
often  need  recalling ;  and  we  have  reason  for  satisfaction,  if,  in  reference  to  a 
distingnished  man  of  science,  there  be  reason  to  withdraw  charges  which 
we  should  all  greatly  deplore  if  they  could  be  substantiated.  Some  apology 
may  be  found  for  the  misunderstandings,  as  we  regard  them,  which  have 
been  circulated.  The  presidential  address  was  in  several  parts  so  vagne  as 
to  make'  an  unreasonably  heavy  demand  upon  the  willingness  of  the  reader 
to  accept  the  most  favourable  of  two  possible  meanings.  Profesaor  Tyndall 
explains,  in  the  preface  to  a  new  edition  of  the  address,  that  '  it  was  written 
nnder  some  disadvantages  this  year  ih  the  Alps,  and  sent  by  instalments  to 
the  printer.'  Besides  ambiguity,  it  is  also  to  be  remarked  that  observations 
of  a  theological  or  religious  bearing  are  so  scattered  through  the  midst  of 
historical  and  expository  discourse,  that  a  task  of  some  difficulty  is  imposed 
npon  the  reader  who  attempts  to  form  a  distinct  conception  of  their  united 
ffignificance.  Chief,  however,  among  the  causes  which  led  to  a  prompt  out- 
break of  condemnatory  criticism  may  have  been  the  suspicion  awakened  by 
the  manner  in  which  Professor  Tyndall  had  patronized  the  unscientific  and 
inexpressibly  foolish  proposal,  that  the  results  of  prayer  should  be  subjected 
to  test,  by  recording  results  in  a  ward  of  an  hospital,  tor  the  patients  in  which 
Ghrietians  offered  prayer,  over  against  the  results  in  another  ward,  for  whose 
patients  no  prayer  was  offered.  In  view  of  the  Professor's  introduction  of ' 
that  proposal,  there  is  less  marvel  that  an  nnfavonrable  judgment  was  at 
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once  formed  of  any  nttowiceB  in  the  address  which  seoned  to  bear  dacn  ol 
aDtagoniam  to  religion.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  so  obvious  that  troe  eckace 
and  true  reli^on  must  go  band  in  band,  and  this  is  so  fredy  admitted  and 
80  deeply  felt  by  thonghtfol  Chriatians  in  all  the  Gharches,  that  it  is  to  be 
regretted  when  nDgoarded  and  fierce  attacks  against  the  earnest  students  of 
science  are  made  by  those  who  esteem  it  their  chief  honour  and  satisfsctiag 
that  they  are  students  of  the  Bible. 

Professor  Tyndall's  address  is  not  deyoted  to  any  of  those  departtnenta  of 
physical  science,  sncb  ae  Light  and  Heat,  to  which  he  bas  tnrned  his  own 
researches,  and  in  which  he  is  an  acknowledged  authority.  The  Frendent 
over  all  tJie  sections  takes  for  the  time  a  wider  range.  Circnmstances 
favoured  his  selection  of  a  theme,  which,  however,  at  once  imposed  npon 
him  a  more  difficult  task,  and  diminished  the  authority  of  his  nttenucte.  In 
these  days  of  specialists,  it  is  a  critical  enterprise,  even  for  the  most  dis- 
tinguished scientific  men,  to  adventure  upon  tiie  wide  field  of  scientific  inquiry 
r^wded  as  a  whole.  Professor  Tyndall  in  great  part  of  this  address  don 
not  speak  of  his  own  knowledge,  but  of  what  be  has  gathered  liom  oitim, 
in  whom,  he  tells  us,  he  has  '  entire  confidence.'  He  bos  drawn  largely  npoo 
Lange's  Ilistorg  of  Materialistic  Dr^wr's  History  of  the  InttlUctaai  De- 
velopment of  Europe,  and  other  books  of  similar  character.  In  conseqaenc^ 
bis  statements  are  not  onfrequently  hable  to  question.  Relying,  howerca^ 
upon  bis  authorities,  be  ventures  on  a  sketch  of  stHeatific  aud  pbiloBophic 
thought  from  ancient  times.  In  doing  so,  be  prefers  Democritus,  Epicnn^ 
and  Lncretins  to  Socrates,  Plato,  and  Aristotle ;  and  tells  us  that  he  his 
*  sometimes  permitted  himself  to  compare  Aristotle  with  Goethe.'  llMee 
are  statements  which  will  read  strangely  to  most  students  of  aociciit 
philosophy. 

The  purpose  of  the  address  is  to  give  a  rapid  sketch  of  the  pn^taes  of 
scientific  research,  brii^ing  out  .in  bold  relief  the  accumulation  of  scteBtifo 
thonght  ia  our  day, — '  the  environment  which,  with  or  without  onr  consent,  ii 
rapidly  snrronnding  ns,'  and  to  which  we  all,  but  more  especially  the  theo- 
logians amongst  us,  must  adapt  ourselves.  The  slight  sketch  of  andent 
investigation  is  drawn  with  the  view  of  indicating  what  anticlpatians  then 
were  of  the  modern  theory  of  development.  The  main  part  of  the  addrees 
consists  of  an  exposition  and  genial  defence  of  the  development  of  spedes, 
as  presented  by  Darwin  and  Wallace,  and  aa  appUed  by  Herbert  Splicer- 
The  object  of  this  notice  does  not  require  minute  reference  to  the  Ihsoij. 
In  foundation  it  ia  this :  As  by  careful  eelection  of  stock  a  fanner  can 
greatly  improve  bis  breed  of  cattle,  so,  by  a  process  of  natural  selection,  the 
weakest  of  each  race  of  animals  are  driven  to  the  wall,  the  strongest  lir^ 
and. transmit  an  improved  organism  to  their  offapring.  Allowingfor  im- 
mense Btretcbee  of  time,  there  is  steady  progress  in  an  ascending  liMi  ^d 
as  geological  records  discover  the  lowest  organisms  in  the  deposits  of  far- 
back  oges,  there  ia  warrant  for  concluding  that  the  more  complex  organisms 
now  abounding  on  the  earth  are  developments  from  leas  complex  forma  of 
earlier  epocba.  In  such  a  theory  as  this  there  ia  notluug  distinctly  antagon- 
istic to  onr  rebgious  convictions.  It  may  be  in  entire  harmony  with  them. 
It  is  a  theory  which  has  a  large  mass  of  evidence  in  its  favour;  bnt  ithas,8t 
the  same  time,  enormous  ^flEculties  m  its  way,  which  have  not  yet  J»ea  f"Uj 
recognised.  Even  Professor  Tyndall,  appearmg  as  a  volunteer  exponader 
and  defender,  does  not  quite  commit  himself.  He  guards  himself  by  anchs 
statement  as  this :  '  The  strength  of  the  doctrine  of  evolution  consists,  not » 
an  experimental  demotist]-ation  (for  the  subject  is  hardly  accessible  to  liiis 
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mode  of  proof),  bnt  in  its  general  hormonf  with  the  method  of  nature  aa~ 
hitherto  known.'  Tius  amonnts  to  a  good  deal  from  one  who  Insistfl  upon 
facts,  and  declares  that  science  seeka  only  to  ascertain  what  is  trae,  inespec- 
tiv&of  all  other  considerations.  He  ewa  grants  that  the  development  theory 
eannot  stand  in  its  present  form.  He  says : '  It  is  not  to  the  point  to  say 
that  the  views  of  Lncretina  and  Brono,  of  Darwin  and  Spencer,  may  be. 
wrong.  Here  I  should  i^ree  with  yon,  deeming  it  indeed  certam  that  these 
views  will'  nndei^o  modification.  But  the  point  is  that,  whether  right  or 
wrong,  we  claim  the  freedom  to  discuss  them.'  This,  again,  is  a  good  deal 
from  the  expounder  of  the  theory.  And  as  to  '  the  point,'  namely,  the 
'claim 'for  free  discussion,  it  is  not  worth  Professor  Tyndall'a  trouble  to 
make  the  claim,  since  no  sane  man  in  Britain  opposes  it. 

Onr  readers  will,  however,  feel  a  special  interest  in  the  theological  and 
religions  bearings  of  Professor  Tyndall's  utterances;  and  we  turn  to  these. 
On  the  basis  of  tliis  address,  he  has  been  charged  with  'ignoring  the  exist- 
ence of  6od,  and  advocating  pure  and  simple  Materialism.'  The  Dean  of 
Manchester  even  w«it  bo  far  &«  to  say  that  the  Professor  had  ended  '  by 
terming  himself  a  Material  Atheist.'  To  both  of  these  statements  Professor 
Tyndall  refers  in  hia  preface  as  mistaken,  and  nnwarranted  by  what  he  had 
said.  Taking  the  address  simply  as  it  was  given,  when  Professor  Tyndall 
was  rather  in  the  mood  to  testify,  and  not  disposed  specially  to  gnord  liimself, 
we  shall  endeavour  to  bring  to  a  focus  the  avowals  of  personal  conviction 
which  are  scattered  over  the  address.  These  may  be  brought  under  the  two 
heads  of  rehgions  feeling  as  a  matter  of  personal  experience,  and  the  origin  of 
existence,  taken  as  a  philosophic  rather  than  a  scientific  problem;  more  briefly, 
the  regions  and  the  theological  aspects  of  ProfesBor  Tyndall's  address. 

We  prefer  to  begin  with  our  own  experience,  as  nearest  to  ns  and  most 
nmple,  though  the  other  is  really  the  fundamentaL  We  take  our  illustra- 
tions just  as  they  come  in  the  line  of  the  address.  Passing  the  references  to 
Democritus  and  Empedocles,  as  involving  nothmg  on  the  subject,  Professor 
Tyndall  refers  to  the  view  of  Eipicnms,  that  the  gods  were  eternal  and  im- 
mortal, and  quotes  with  approval  the  opinion  of  Lange,  that  the  reference  of 
Epicoras  (by  no  means  a  high  type  of  pliilosopher)  to  '  the  gods '  was  '  the 
indication,  probably,  of  an  ethical  requirement  of  hie  own  nature.'  In  other 
words,  onr  moral  nature  is  sach  as  to  lead  to  the  acknowledgment  of  Deity, 
disfigured  though  that  acknowledgment  be  by  the  forms  belonging  to  a  pre- 
vailing mythology.  Speaking,  then,  of  this  ethical  requirement  of  onr  nature, 
Professor  TyndaC  saya  :  '  We  cannot  read  history  with  open  eyes,  or  study 
hnman  nature  to  its  depths,  and  fail  to  discern  such  a  requirement.  Man 
never  has  been  and  be  never  will  be  satisfied  with  the  operations  and  pro- 
ducts of  the  understanding  alone ;  hence  physical  science  cannot  cover  all 
the'  denuoidB  of  liia  nature.'  This,  then,  is  one  part  of  Professor  Tyndall's 
'cioed,'  if  he  will  allow  the  word:  an  ethical  requirement  leads  to  the 
acknowledgment  of  Deity.  We  do  not  here  raise  the  qneation.  What  is  the 
conception  of  Deity  to  which  the  requirement  of  our  moral  nature  leads  1 
Passmg  the  reference  to  'the  three  men,  Socrates,  Plato,  and  Aristotle, 
whose  yoke  remans  to  some  extent  unbroken  to  the  present  hour,'  where 
nothing  is  said  as  to  religions  feeling,  we  shall  pass  also  minor  names 
and  the  transition  to  modem  thought,  and  proceed  towards  the  references  to 
hnman  nature  embraced  in  the  exposition  of  the  development  theory.  The 
opening  statement  is  this :  '  The  doetrine  of  evolation  derives  man,  in  his 
totality,  from  the  interaction  of  organism  and  environment  through  countless 
ages  past.'    We  do  not  deal  with  this  statement.    Evolation  meeto  it« 
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lurdeBt  teat  hov,  and  'WaH&ce  baa  recognised  the  peridexitiea  far  bitter 
than  Darwin.  Erery  pfayaicist  is  to  be  welcomed  on  to  the  gronnd  of  mratal 
philosophy,  whwe  both  Tyndall  sad  Huxley  are  dow  foimd  pretty  often,  and 
vhere  the  real  battle-grotmd  is  yet  to  be  choaen.  Bat  ve  are  not  now  deal* 
ii^  with  tiie  theory.  In  conrse  of  ita  ezpoeitioo,  Professor  TyndaU  Bays ; 
'There  are  mch  things  woren  into  the  texture  of  mtui  aa  the  feeling  ot  awe, 
lerereace,  wonder.  .  .  .  Th««  is  ^so  that  deep-set  feeling,  which,  since  the 
eulieet  dawn  of  history,  and  probably  for  ages  prior  to  all  history,  incor- 
porated itself  in  the  regions  of  the  world.  Ton,  who  havB  escaped  from 
tjieee  retigiona  in  tli«  high  and  dry  light  of  the  understanding,  may  deride 
them ;  but  in  so  doing  yon  deride  accidaits  of  form  mraely,  and  fail  to  loach 
the  immoveable  baaia  of  the  refigioos  aentiment  in  the  emotional  natnre  of 
man.  To  yield  this  sentimmt  reasonable  aatisfaction  is  the  problem  of  pro- 
blems at  the  preaent  hour.  ...  It  is  rain  to  oppoae  thia  force  with  a  view 
to  its  eztarpation/  This  passage  is  both  clear  and  ample  in  its  evidence  that 
Professor  Tyndall  recognises  tiut  regions  emotikm  belongs  to  the  eesoiee 
of  ooT  nature,  and  is  one  of  the  grandest  things  in  it.  In  hannony  idth  this 
utterance,  we  find  liiin  aaj'  towards  the  close :  '  I  wonM  set  fortii  equally  the 
inexorable  advance  of  man's  nnderstEuiding  in  the  path  of  knowledge,  and 
the  nnqnenchable  duras  of  his  emotional  natnre,  which  the  nndM^anding 
can  nerer  sstisfy.' 

From  this  we  pass  orer  to  the  theological  aspects  of  the  address,  where  the 
daints  of  tlie  tmderatanding  are  more  properly  considered  in  view  of  the 
problem  of  the  nniTerse.  Professor  Tyndall  says :  '  AU  religions  tbemieo, 
schemes,  and  systems  which  embrace  notions  of  cosmogony,  or  which  otb%- 
wise  reach  into  its  domain,  mnst.  in  so  far  as  they  do  this,  submit  to  the  con- 
trol of  science,  and  relinquish  all  thought  of  oontj-e^ling  it.'  This  we  accept 
OS  sdf-erident ;  and  as  the  Cbriatian  system  distinctly  afBrms  a  theory  of  1^ 
origin  of  the  universe,  the  admieslon  applies  to  it  as  b-oly  as  to  imy  pro- 
fessedly hranan  scheme  of  thought.  The  statement  is  simply  equivalent  to 
this :  Every  professed  theory  of  the  origin  of  the  aniverse  mnst  show  itself 
adapted  to  the  natnre  of  the  aniverse  as  disclosed  by  the  most  recent  inveeti' 
gations.  This  is  not  only  admitted  fay  theologians,  bnt  is  one  of  the  pre- 
reqnisitea  for  tbdr  reasoning.  What,  then,  of  the  problem  and  its  (uiawerT 
Professor  Tyndall  correctly  says,  that '  by  a  process  of  abstraction  frMn 
experience  we  fonn  physical  theories,  which  lie  beyond  the  pale  of  experience, 
but  winch  satisfy  the  desire  of  the  mind  to  see  every  natural  occoirence  rest- 
ing npon  a  canse.'  It  is  m  no  othw  way  the  theologian  reasons,  sedung  to 
satisfy  the  deshv  for  resting  upon  a  cause.  Again,  Professor  Tynd^  qaetes 
with  admiration  the  saying  of '  a  great  man '  addressed  to  himself :  '  Did  I 
not  believe  that  an  Intelligence  is  at  the  heart  of  things,  my  Life  on  earth 
vonld  be  iatcderable.'  AU  Christian  thinkers  are  in  accord  with  this.  Onoe 
more,  Professor  Tyndall  complains  of  anthropomorphic  representations  of 
the  Deity, — ^representations  which  imply  that  we  consent  to  think  oi  God 
OS  merely  an  ^larged  type  of  man.  In  this  complaint  all  must  concur 
who  have  thought  with  any  care  tm  the  sobiect,  even  though  they  have 
often  to  attempt  to  rid  their  own  thoughts  of  the  tendency  to  measure  thtf 
nature  of  God  by  onr  own  natnre,  and  His  doings  by  onrs.  Bnt,  granti^ 
all  this,  there  is  nothing  in  these  snccesave  positions  antagonistic  to  tlie 
theistic  doctrine.  They  really  harmonize  with  it,  and  imply  its  recognition. 
Science  cannot  estabHsh  the  existence  of  God  any  more  thui  it  can  c(»itra- 
Tert  it ;  but  all  science  craves  a  j^losophy  of  the  universe, — a  cosmogony— 
that  is,  gives  additional  force  and  deSnit«  direction  to  the  desire  of  the 
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mind  to  rest  aptm  a  cause  for  Ute  whole  order  el  eziBteoce  to  wtiiah  w« 
beloBg. 

Are,  thea,  those  pMsagu  we  have  qaat«d  to  be  accepted  as  the  oxpreaaioB 
of  the  opinkinB  which  pervade  and  r^nlate  the  whole  of  FrofeeBor  TyndaJi'i 
address  f  This  i^  not  so  clear,  Tjndall  the  physicist  and  TyndaU  the  philo* 
Bophio  theorist  are  not  always  in  agreements  It  is  ttte  misfartane  of  mcu 
trying  to  bring  their  general  ooaceptions  of  existence  into  hannoay  witb 
more  familiar  departments  of  science,  to  expwimce  perjdexity  in  the  attem[d> 
We  inoline  to  think  tJiat  Professor  TyndaU  experiences  this  perplexity  in  ft 
high  degree,  and  is  really  consoions  of.  it.  The  ^cial  is  always  ftpt  to 
'dominate  over  the  nniversal ;  and  when  the  narrowness  of  specialty  discloaeB 
its  insafficiency  to  meet  world-wide  demands,  there  is  a  degree  of  swnti£c 
perplexity,  which  it  is  not  easy  to  admit  in  a  philoBopIiic  spirit.  He  sees  that, 
to  make  organism  capable  of  dsTelopment  to  the  degree  indicated  by  a  theory 
<rf  erohitioD,  is  to  deepen  the  mystery,  and  throw  ns  book  npon  creatiye 
power  with  vastly  enlcu^ed  conceptions  of  what  creative  acts  have  involved. 
Here  the  relnctance  to  accept  creation  as  the  source  becomes  in  some  degree 
apparent.  The  scientist  epeaks'  out.  He  dislikes  creation  beeadse  it  seems 
to  represent  Ood  under  the  restrictions  of  human  effort.  This  representation, 
he  says, '  is  as  firmly  associated  with  the  creation  of  a  few  f onns  a»  witb 
the  creation  of  a  multitude.'  There  cannot  be  a  donbt  that  an  evolution 
theery  only  makes  the  demand  npon  creative  agency  more  marvellouH. 
Feelutg  this,  Professor  TyndaU  continues:  'We  need  clearness  and  thorough- 
ness here.  Two  courses,  and  two  only,  are  possible.  Either  let  us  opexi  our 
doors  freely  to  the  conception  of  creative  acts,  or,  abandoning  them,  let  us 
radically  change  onr  notions  of  matter.'  It  is  plain  enough  the  prefer^ioe 
of  the  Professor  is  for  the  latter,  and  tUs  it  is  which  warrants  others  to 
prrais  upon  him  the  chaise  of  Mat«rialism.  If  tbe  latter  is  prefeired,  t^e 
result  is  blank  Materi§,lism ;  and  all  that  has  been  said  in  the  address  abont 
intelligence  at  the  heart  of  thirds,  and  the  validity  of  religions  feelings,  mnst 
im  read  backwards.  But,  as  Professor  Tyndall  sa^  'we  need  deameBB 
and  thoEonglmesB  here.'  He  has  given  ns  neither ;  nor  are  tiuse  two 
desirable  properties  of  onr  thinking  very  eaeily  attained  here.  We  doubt  if 
there  are  as  many  as  two  courses  open.  If  the  latter  suggrated  alternative 
be  taken,  as  the  scientist  naturally  prefers,  the  need  for  a  philosophy  still 
remaina.  If  matt«r  have  this  wonderful  power  of  evolution,  the  marvel  is 
even  greater  than  if  it  bdonged  only  to  llnng  organism ;  and,  under  enlarged 
inteliectnal  demands,  we  still  need  to  '  satisfy  the  desire  of  the  mind  to  see 
-every  natural  oocnrrence  resting  npon  a  canse.'  Science  has  a  wonderful 
task  before  it  in  the  way  of  contoibnting  '  cleuness  fuid  thoroughnesa '  to  onr 
Uioi^hts  OS  to  the  origin  of  things.  -The  loagra-  it  seeks  to  guide  the  pviiSe 
mind  witiwat  agreeing  'to  open  our  doors  freely  to  the  conception  of 
creative  aots,'  the  more  arduous  its  work  becomes. 

Professor  Tyndall  has  certainly  contributed  to  the  fwce  of  the  attacks 
baeed  upon  a  chaise  of  Materialism  by  the  v«y  formal  way  in  which  he 
nu^efli '  confession,'  as  if  he  were  drc^piog  a  mask,  and  takmg  the  pabUc 
into  his  confidence  at  the  risk  of  serioas  consequences  to  himself.  Professor 
Tyadall,  roaming  abont  among  the  Alps,  may  not  have  folly  considered  the 
miport  of  his  form  of  utterance,  bathe  supplied  material  for  suspicion.  The 
pnblic  hates  disgniees,  uid  is  not  inclined  to  think  them  worthy  of  scientific 
ini«Btigators  or  philosophic  thinkers.  Notiiing  has  so  damaged  the  reputa- 
tion of  Mr.  J.  S.  Mill  as  the  posthumous  publication  of  the  avowal  that  afl 
along  he  doubted  or  disbelieved  tiie  existence  of  God,  and  had  deliberate^ 
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trimmed  his  nttemocea  so  as  to  escape  the  avowal  during  hb  tifetfane.  Froi- 
feesoF  Tyndall  adopted  on  awkward  fonanla,  as  if  he  wrahed  Me  audience 
to  hold  breath  while  be  made  an  aatonndiiig  confessioD.  '  Abandonh^  ai& 
disgnise,  the  confession  I  feet  bound  to  make  before  yon  is,  tiiat  I  jKoIong 
the  Tision  backwards,  across  the  boundary  of  the  experimental  eTidanee,  and 
discern  In  that  matter  which  we  in  our  ignorance,  and  notwitbrtandii^  onr 
professed  reTerence  for  its  Creator,  liave  hitherto  covered  with  opprotariom, 
the  promise  and  potency  of  every  form  and  qoahty  of  life.'  The  f<»m-fille 
which  titis  is  thrown  is  nnfortnnate,  and  Profeflsor  Tjndall  most  i^ree  to 
take  his  own  share  (a  considerable  one,  as  we  think)  of  the  blame  conoested 
with  the '  nnezpectEHJ  amoimt  of  criticism '  it  has  '  provoked.'  The  Dean  of 
Manchester  may  be  to  blame  for  affirming  that  the  President  had  termed'haat- 
self '  a  Material  Atheist,'  but  Professor  Tyndall  needs  to  remember  thsA  be 
hhnself  labelled  his  theory  '  Materialism.'  We  grant  that  there  is  '  no  very 
rank  Materiahsm  here,' as  he  hims^  declared;  bnt  he  did  something  toio&tm 
people  suppose  it  '  Materiahsm '  after  all.  'Across  the  bonndnry  of  -  tlie 
experimental  evidence'  waniB  na  that  this  is  not  sdeace,  bat  beHef,  whicdt  we 
occasionally  hear  decried  in  scientific  quarters ;-  or  by  courtesy  we  might  stretch 
names  so  far  as  to  classify  it  with  the  '  scientific  nsea  of  the  imagination,'  on 
which  the  author  once  eloquently  discoarsed.  <  Discern  in  that  matted  the 
promise  and  potency  'Of  every  ft^m  and  qn^ty  of  life,'  teSs  of  the  exercise  of 
a  decidedly  hvely  imagination,  but  still  leaves  upon  us  the  necessity  for  '  pro- 
longing the  vision  backwards,'  across  another  boundary,  to  discern  whence  this 
potency  came.  '  We,  in  oar  ignorance,  have  hitherto  covered  m^ter  %itli 
oi^robrinm,'  is  a  statement  which  may  be  qnestioned ;  bnt  if  we  are  ceoi- 
demned  for  this,  becanse  we  have  done  it  'notwithstanding  onr  professed 
reverence  for  its  Creator,'  it  is  still  implied  that  the  Creator  is  the  scarce  of 
the  potency,  or  that  Professor  Tyndali  is  not  prepared  to  close  t^e  doors,  If 
be  is  not  quite  clear  and  thorough  as  to  the  opening  of  them.  Tliere  is  evctt 
warrant  for  conclading  that  he  does  often,  in  thought,  go  fnrth^.  In  declar- 
ing that  *  the  whole  process  of  evolution  is  the  manifestation  of  a  Power  abso- 
lately  inscmtable  to  the  intdlect  of  man,'  he  admits  that  in  '  prcdonging  the 
■vision  backwards '  he  does  not  divcem  very  dewty,  and  yet  it  remains  (nw 
that  w«  mast  satisfy  the  deeire  of  the  mind  to  rest  npon  a  cause.  ProIeiKir 
TyndaR  comptaina  of  the  attacks  made  upon  him,  and  remarics  ot  Bom»  of 
them,  that  they  have  been  'exceedtag  fierce.'  But  he  must  bear  in  mind,  tbat 
according  to  the  eminence  of  a  man  in  science  is  the  importance  attached  to 
what  he  says  when  he  passes  from  science  to  theology.  There  is,  m  tkltom, 
a  tendency  here  to  attach  more  importance  than  fairly  belongs  to  discaSrfoos 
going  beyond  the  province  in  which  the  speaker  is  an  authority.  Ja  tlds  re- 
lation, we  admit  the  truth  of  Professor  l^dall's  words  cMiceminf  Newtont 
*When  the  fanman  mind  has  achieved  greatjtess,  and  given  eridentft  of 
extraordmary  power  in  any  domain,  there  is  a  tendency  to  credit  iC  wttlt 
dmilar  power  in  all  other  domains.  Thns  theologians  have  foond  comfort 
and  assurance  in  the  thought  that  Newton  dealt  with  the  question  of  rerela- 
-tion,  forgetful  of  the  fa«t  that  the  very  ddvotion  of  bis  powers,  through  a& 
the  best  years  of  his  life,  to  a  totally  diderent  class  of  ideas,  not  to  afok  Of 
any  natural  disqualification,  tended  to  render  him  less  instead  of  more  com- 
-petent  to  deal  idth  theological  and  historic  questions.'  This  is  an  (^nioiiB 
'truth.  Forgetfulness  of  it  has  tempted  theologians  to  attach: more  import- 
ance to  the  utterances  of  Professor  Tyndall  on  theological  points  tiiMi  la 
■  fairly  dne  to  the  utterances  of  one  who  has  devoted  his  powersi  throngh  «H  the 
.best  years  of  hts  M^  to  a  totally  dUferent  class  of  ideas.    Allowing,  howevM', 
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for  the  drslrb&ck  coimectdd  with  derotitm  to  physical  admce,  tb&t  soimU&t 
man  ia  probably  the  most  to  be  credited  in  theological  walks  whoae  thinking 
reconcilea  itself  moat  readily  with  what  Profeaaor  Tyndall  appropriately  de- 
scribes  ae  'the  immoveable  basis  of  the  roligioos  sentiment  La  the  emotiooal 
nature  of  man.'  That  his  own  thinking  is  fnndamentally  in  harmony  with 
thiB  sentiment  Professor  Tyndall  has  given  na  good  reason  to  suppose,  in  th* 
snpplemeDtaiy  nttersnce  contmned  in  tbe  preface  to  the  new  edition  of  the 
adidress.  In  a  fine  spirit,  the  more  woriihy  of  admiration  that  it  appears 
when  he  is  repelling  nnwiurant^d  attacks,  he  says:  'Christian  men  aie 
proved  by  their  writings  to  have  tfaeir  homrs  of  weakness  and  of  donbt,  as 
irell  as  their  honrs  of  strength  and  of  conviction ;  and  men  like  mysalf 
share  in  their  own  way  these  variaticHiB  of  mood  and  tense.'  And  m  U> 
'  Material  Atheism,'  he  adds  i '  I  have  noticed  during  years  of  self-obserVa* 
tion  that  it  ia  not  in  honre  of  cleameaa  and  vigour  that  this  doctrine  com- 
mends Ita^  to  n^mind;  that  in  the  presence  of  stronger  and  healthier 
thonght  it  ever  dissolves  and  disappears,  as  oSettag  no  eolation  of  tlie 
mystery  in  which  we  dwell,  and  oi  which  we  form  a  part.' 
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I.  Cherish  high  ideas  of  the  importance  of  your  r^ptce.  We  fear  that  elders  very 
geoeralfy  fail  in  doing  this.  They  are  apt  to  entertain  too  low  ideas  both  of 
the  ^oity  and  osefatoess  of  this  office.  Ferhsfn  this  may  be  owing  in  port 
to  an  unworthy  prejndice  in  the' minds  Of  the  people,  who,  while  they  wil] 
prise  the  services  of  the  minister,  will  in  some  cases  slight  those  of  the  elder. 
Bat  even  this  prejadiee,  snch  is  the  action  and  reaction  that  takes  place 
among  things,  ma;  be  as  moch  the  effect  as  the  cause  of  the  low  estimate 
which  the  elder  himself  makes  of  his  office.  The  man  who  does  not  honour 
himself  teaches  thoae  aroond  him  not  to  honour  him  either.  We  mast  not 
mtorel  if  the  people  think  lightly  of.  our  office  if  we  show  them  bat  too 
plunly  that  we  think  ligbtiy  of  it  ourselves.  It  is  a  much  more  important 
precept  than  at  first  sight  it  eeuns  which  the  apostle  address^  to  'Ktus,— ^ 
'  Let  no  man  despise  thee.'  The  apostle  means  not  only  that  he  ought  to 
«ct  in  snidi  a  manner  as  would  fnmish  to  men  no  reason  for  despising  him, 
bnt  that  he  oi^ht  to  assert  and  maintain,  by  the  serioos  and  solemn  manner 
in  wluchhe  discharges  his  duties,  the  high  d^nityand  ivine  authority  of 
\as  office.  The  precept,  let  it  be  obswved,  is  ushered  in  by  the  exhDrtati<n, 
'  These  things  speak,  and  exhort  with  all  anthority.' 

We  would  say  to  the  eldra-,  then,  Though  you  may  not  magnify  yourself, 
'  magnify  your  office.'  !^ot,  indeed,  by  employing  Mgh-sonnding  words  of 
vanity,  or  assuming  lofty  airs  of  importance,  but  by  showing  the  h^h  and 
divine  sanctlcms  by  which  it  is  Burroonded.  Ttie  importanee  of  maintaining 
and  exhibiting  snch  deep  and  solemn  impressions  of  the  magnitude  of  yonr 
offic«  wilt  be  at  once  apparent.  It  will  be  the  readiest  way  of  impressing 
flie-  people  with  a  sense  of  what  is  due  to  the  scriptural  character  of  yonr 
office;  and  till  this  is  done^  yon  cannot  expect  to  be  useful  to  them,  at  least 
to  the  «tt«it  you  wish  to  be,  or  migM  be^  It  is  wonderful  how  mnch  the 
people  take  their  ideas  of  church  office-bearers  from  themsdves.  They  will 
ordinarily  respect  the  office  which  the  man  himaelf  shows  that  he  reelects. 
Let  us  only  ourselves  properly  feel  the  dignity  of  onr  character  as  ambassa- 


dfxa  lot  ChriBt,  and  those  with  whom  w«  uBoci»t«  will,  wlthoot  aoy  t£ozt 
OIL  001  part,  natoTE^j  feel  it  also.  But  wbaterer  ht  tha  effect  t^mhi  tha 
ndnd  of  others,  its  effect  nppo  the  elder's  owa  mind  will  be  most  inqrartukt. 
How  differently  does  a  man  discharge  the  dnties  of  tut  ofGce  to  which  h* 
attaches  a  solemn  importance,  from  what  he  would  do  nere  they  those  of  as 
office  of  small  accoaet  in  his  estimation !  In  the  one  case  they  would  b« 
done  reiy  slightly  and  perfunctorUy,  in  the  other,  attentirely  &nd  diligcatlj. 
Our  impressions  of  the  office  are  naturally  transferred  to  the  duties,  so  tint 
the  latter  assome  their  form  and  t^ke  their  colour  from  the  fnmer.  '  IW 
moment,'  to  borrow  the  words  of  the  eloquent  Hall, '  we  permit  oonelTef 
to  think  lightly  of  onr  office,  onr  right  ana  is  withered;  nothing  but  im- 
l^ility  and  relaxation  remain.  For  no  man  eyer  excelled  in  a  profeaeion  to 
which  he  did  not  feel  an  attachmwt  bordetmg  on  enthusiasm ;  though  what 
in  other  professions  is  enthnsiaem  is  in  onrs  the  dictate  of  sobriety  and 
truth.' 

n.  Maie  the  p^fomumce  of  all  the  (kiiiet  of  your  offke,  mdter  ofoonecioKt- 
We  mean  here  to  say,  not  only  that  all  the  duties  of  the  elder's  office  ought 
to  be  diligently  and  regnlarly  performed,  but  that  they  onght  to  be  so  as 
matter  of  conscience.  It  is  of  great  importance  to  feel  that  the  dnties  fA 
the  eldership  are  not  things  which  may  either  be  done  or  not  dc»te,  but 
things  which  must  be  done  unless  we  would  commit  sin  and  incor  gnilt — in 
other  words,  that  their  performance  is  not  a  question  of  feeling,  or  con- 
Teniency,  or  expediency,  but  of  conscience.  The  practical  bearing  of  UlIb 
mnst  at  once  be  apparent.  If  you  consider  the  duties  oE  your  ofGce  is  this 
high  pomt  of  view, — and  it  is  not  higher  than  the  trath, — yon  wiU  Jnoi  onjy  be 
kept  from,  neglecting  them  altogether,  bnt  you  will  perform  them  under  an 
impression  of  solemnity  and  sacredness  which  would  be  otherwise  amuting. 
Now,  to  the  wont  of  this  deep  couscientiona  feeliog,  we  u%  to  ascribe,  we 
apprehend,  the  neglect  aliogeiher  in  some  instaQces  of  the  paiticalar  dnjies  of 
the  elder's  office.  '  I  wish  not,'  says  an  elder  of  twenty  years'  standing,  in  a 
published  oommnnication  in  a  religions  magaaine, '  to  bring  a,  railing  aocoMr 
tion  against  the  brethren,  but  to  be  faithful  in  my  bint^.  I  cannot  hot 
speak  the  things  which  I  have  seen  and  heard.  Are  there,  not  many  wha 
hold  the  office  of  elder  who  do  not  put  themselves  to  the  trouble  of  ifMi)iiii^ 
an  inquiry  into  either  the  moral  or  religions  charactw  of  a^ilicanta  for 
membership,  and  who  will  not  vi^t  the  sick  even  when  invited  ?  ajod  jast  bb 
little  do  they  cultivate  friendly  intercourse  with  those  whose  spiritaal  iDtotete 
fire  committed  to  then).  Sndi  men  have  no  heart  to  tie  wofik,  and  but  for 
th«ir  appearance  at  the  church  door  as  collectors,  or  on  a  cowqanioB 
Sabbath,  they  would  not  be  known  m  the  church  to  be  elders,'  "nns 
witness,  we  fear,  is  in  many  instances  true;  bnt  instead  oi  rebukiBg  eha^ly, 
we  would  affectionately  entreat  such  elders  as  brethren  and  f^ere.  Wa 
apprehend  that  snch  neglects  are  to  be  referred  not  so  much  to  a  deetitntie* 
of  rel^ions  principle,  as  to  taking  on  inadequate  view  of  the  oharactefr  and 
views  of  the  elder's  office.  It  has  been  too  much  the  {practice,  and  Bvi^sten 
Ifaye  been  at  least  as  much  to  blame  as  elders,  to  regard  the  fiMl.  dischaisa 
of  the  functions  of  the  office  as  what  might  be  instead  of  what  wgia  to  ia,  aa 
desirable  rather  than  absolutely  necessary.  But  thongh '  at  the  tin^  of  tJUs 
^norance  God  has  winked,  He  now  commandeth  men  everywhere  to  repoil' 
The  dnties  of  the  elder  are  to  be  contemplated  not. 09  matters  of  mue  at- 
pediency,  but  of  higlk,  sacred  principle-^-not  as  things  to  be  regulatad  by  tka 
example  of  others,  but  to  be  determined  by  an  eol^ht^ifid  cenaei^Be- 
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Bnt  we  inttnd  onr  direotloa  to  apply  not  mmtAj  to  tbe  dnties  themselTM, 
bot  to  the  atanneF  of  performing  them.  Tbe  feeling  of  coDscience  is  to  be 
cnxried  into  Ute  minatest  details  of  dnty,  ae  well  %3  into  the  more  general 
perfonnaDceB.  If  there  are  casea  whwe  datiea  are  altogether  neglected, 
there  m  more  where  they  are  only  nominally  or  eapeificii^ly  performed 
Theje  is  in  too  many  instancea  bnt  the  form  of  duty  instead  of  the  substance. 
We  balieTO  that  in  Home  cases  this  may  be  owing  to  indolence  and  careleaa- 
nees  on  the  part  of  elders,  bnt  that  more  frequently  it  is  to  be  refeired  to  an 
nndae  mod^ty  and  want  of  confidence  in  themselTea,  conpled,  it  may  be, 
with  the  impression  that  thsir  taking  any  particalar  prominent  part  in  actiTe 
exn'tioB  IB  rendered  unnecessary  by  what  the  pastor  or  tbeir  fellow-eldera 
do.  Hence,  though  they  may  visit,  they  will  p^aps  scarce^  make  a  paa»- 
iug  remark  out  of  the  ordinary  coursei  and  tfaongh  they  may  attend  meetings 
of  session  and  presbytwy,  they  axe  littie  dee  than  silent  and  panaiTe  apee- 
tators.  Though  they  are  candles  lighted  and  set  upon  a  candlestick  by  tke 
great  Head  of  the  Ghnruh,  they  hide  their  Ught  under  a  bnshel,  to  the  loss 
of  the  cfanrch  over  which  they  en  placed,  and  the  embarraesment  frequently 
of  their  pastor  tuid  fellow-«lders.  'I  ctui  conoeire  of  nothing,'  says  the 
reepectable  witness  whom  we  have  formerly  quoted,  ■  more  teasing  to  the 
moderator  of  a  session,  and  nothing  more  cowardly  on  tbe  part  of  the 
eldership,  than  when  a  case  has  been  in  some  measure  discnssed,  and  they 
called  upon  from  Uie  chair  to  say  what  is  to  be  done,  this  (me,  or  another, 
or  perhaps  the  whole,  decline  to  give  thdr  opinion ;  or  if  amotion  be  snb- 
mittfld  by  one  of  the  brethren  (it  may  be  he  is  more  forward  than  wise  in  his 
proposals),  the  rest  chime  in  with  him,  not  because  they  tiiink  his  proposal 
is  just,  bnt  simply  because  they  either  cannot  or  will  not  put  themselves  to 
the  trouble  to  make  another,  and  therefore  tmth,  honour,  and  pnrity  are 
violated.'  Modesty  is  a  very  amiable  thing  in  itself,  but  in  the  peiformance 
of  duty  we  ought  to  be'  guided  not  by  modesty,  but  by  conscience.  It 
Should  always  be  recollected  tliat  it  ia  not  to  our  fellow-servaDts  but  to  our 
Master  that  we  mast  stand  or  faE  The  simple  question,  then,  which  the 
elder  ongbt  to  ask  is,  What  is  my  duty  as  on  elder  f  and  when  this  qnestion 
has  been  answered  by  conscience,  let  him,  under  the  guidance  of  the  same 
judge  who  pronounced  the  sentence,  prooeed  at  once  to  the  execution  of  it. 

TTT.  Be  prudent  and  condliatorg  m  perfornting  your  duliet.  It  is  not  necee> 
aory  that  a  man,  in  order  to  be  conscientious,  should  be  reckless,  or  that,  in 
order  to  maintain  hie  dignity,  be  should  be  harsh  and  imperious.  Con- 
scientioufiuess  need  not  be  divorced  from  prnd«ice,  nor  the  h^hest  sense  of 
dignity  be  separated  from  tbe  softest  and  blandest  attentioQ.  '  While,'  says 
tlie  writer  of  the  excellent  address  to  elders  on  the  means  of  promoting  a 
cevival  of  religion,  which  we  have  repeatedly  quoted, '  I  recommend  unflinch- 
ing intrepidity  and  unbending  fidelity  in  tbe  use  of  all  prescribed  means  for 
preserving  the  pnrity  of  the  Church,  I  am  f af  from  recommending  harshness 
or  tyranny.  Christianity  is  a  religion  at  once  of  holiness  and  love,  repugnant 
alike  to  a  criminal  and  mischievous  lenity,  and  to  on  unnecessary  and  dis- 
heartening severity.  The  wisdom  that  ia  from  above  is  first  pure;  then 
peaceable,  gentle,  and  easy  to  be  entreated,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits, 
witbont  partiaUty  and  without  hypocrisy,'  The  elder,  therefore,  who  is 
puffed  up  with  his  '  little  brief  authority,'  and  who,  undwthe  idea  of  superior 
faithfulness,  iodnlges  a  pragmatical  and  intermeddling  hnmoor,  or  a  harsh 
and  nafeelii^  temper,  in^eod  of  a  blessing  will  be  a  curse  to  the  Church,  and 
nolees  ie{>r«sBed  by  ilaa  wipdom  mid  firznness  of  his  collee^^nee,  will  enfeeble 
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tbe  bonds  snd  disconragfl  the  heart  of  hie  tnimster,  and  convert  Aa  SMSicn,  a 
eonrt  in  which  harmony  a&d  Iotb  ought  ever  to  reign,  into  a  scene  of  loces- 
Bsnt  diBcord  sad  strife.  "■  Follow  then,'  tre  would  say, '  the  things  which  make 
lor  peace,  and  wherewith  one  may  edify  another.'  White  some  in  the  di»- 
eha^  of  th«r  datiee  fall  like  the  bail,  and  otbws  descend  like  the  rain,  let  it 
be  yonre  istber  to  distil  as  the  dew,  which  operatee  nnseen,  tinfelt,  and  the 
presence  of  which  is  only  known  by  the  blessings  with  whitA  it  refre^eft  and 
beantifiee  the  parched  herbage.  It  is  always  best,  vhen  ofBce-bearers  of  the 
Ohnrdi,  insteiui  of  obtruding  npon  the  attention  at  arery  turn  the  imag^  of 
their  authority,  appear  arrayed  in  the  attractive  garmentB  of  love,  «»d  man 
softly  and  noiselessly  like  Him  who  did  not  '  strive,  nor  cry,  nor  cause  Hla 
Toiceto  be  heard  in  the  streets.'  So  endeavoor,  then,  to  combine  the  ex^dse 
of  canscimtiouBuesB  with  the  ezerdse  of  pmdence,  and  to  temper  the  Bteni- 
oesB  of  the  authority  with  which  Christ  has  invested  you  with  His  own  iMek- 
ness  and  gentleness,  so  that  your  manner  of  performing  even  the  most  painfol 
d&tiee  will,  like  a  pi«dons  oil,  soften  what  is  harsh  iuid  smooth  what  is  roBglu 
Let  it,  in  shoH,  b«  your  study  so  to  act  that  your  people  will  mor«  readily 
recognise  in  you  the  faithful  and  affectionate  friend  than  even  the  Ohrktiaii 
elder,  and  while  tht^  are  not  allowed  to  forget  the  sacred  authority  -wMk 
which  yon  are  clotLoi,  shall  yet  be  most  attracted  and  won  by  the  beantlful 
and  lovely  graces  of  your  character.  '  Be,  then,  wise  afl  serpents  and  harm- 
less  as  doves;'  and  feeling,  as  Lorim^  on  the  eldership  expresses  it^'thA 
'  there  is  no  incongruity  between  strict  discipline  and  peaceable  disporitJoo, 
between  trnth  and  love,  be,  like  the  Apcffitle  Paul,  gentle  amtmg  your  pet^h^ 
«TeQ  as  a  nurse  chrajgheth  her  clnldrra.' 

IV,  Be  impartial  and  condescending  in  the  exercise  of  your  odkial  JvwHions. 
This  direction  might  be  sapposed  to  be  comprehended  under  the  formca-,  for 
you  cannot  act  prudently  without  acting  impartially,  or  be  contnliatory  4ith- 
ont  being  condescmding.  It  respects,  howerer,  a  branch  of  the  subject  too 
fanportant  to  be  passed  by  without  a  separate  notice.  Hnch,  nrf  muci 
depoids  upon  the  ofBee-beorerB  of  the  Church  being  impartial  in '  ^ 
discipline  they  exercise  and  the  private  attentions  they  bestow.  Hh  raet^ 
snspicion  of  preferring  the  rich  to  the  poor,  or  of  exercising  favoBritiraaj 
npon  whatever  principle,  would  pds<m  the  streams  of  discipline  at  the 
foontainfaead,  and  render  what  ought  to  hare  been  salutary  pg^tively 
noxious.  And  if  the  bare  suspicion  would  be  ao  mischievous,  much  more 
the  actual  r^aUty.  Elders  andministersoughtin  the  exercise  of  th^fnndtH^ns 
to  '  know  no  man  after  the  flesh,'  The  wealth  of  the  rich  ought'  to  be-  no 
protection  against  just  censure,  and  the  poverty  of  the  poor  no  shelter.  We 
ongbt  not,  in  administering  the  laws  of  (Hirist's  Church,  to  be  awed  by  great- 
ness or  softened  by  pity.  When,  however,  justice  and  Christian  princijds 
are  not  concerned,  the  poor  and  the  afBicted  should  enjoy  a  preference  is 
our  attentions.  The  office-bearers  of  the  Chnrch  ought  to  be  more  freqacmUy 
tonnd  in  the  cottages  of  the  indigent  and  at  the  beds  Of  the  sick  than  in  tM 
mansions  of  the  rich  and  the  houses  of  feasting.  Our  Master,  while  He  would 
in  vain  have  been  songht  in  the  palace  of  Herod  oc  the  hall  of  Pilate;  might 
be  found  always  in  the  haants  of  suffering  and  the  dwellings  of  poverty. 
And  shall  not  the  servants  follow  the  Master?  '  Enow  ye  not  that  Qod 
kath  chosen  the  poor  in  this  world,  nch  in  faith  and  h^rs  of  the  kingdom  T' 
Yonr  influence  for  good  will  be  mightily  increased  by  showing  attenticm  to 
ttie  poor.  Not  only  will  the  blessing  of  him  that  was  ready  to  periA  oonM 
npon  yon,  but  you  wiU  aijoj  the  good  opinion  of  every  one  whose  opinion 
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is  vtxih  vdaing.  Bj.  a  rigbteous  law  of  faeaTen,  yon,  as  Chnrch  ralera,  wiU 
^nk  by  atta<^iDg  yourselves  to  tfas  rich,  and  rise  by  giving  attention  to  tht 
poor.  Heap  worldly  blesBings  apon  the  Chnrch,  and  yon  impoTeriah.  her; 
employ  her  in  bestowing  spiritnal  blessing,  and  yon  enrich  hor.  We  '  cbai^e 
yoo,  therefore,  before  God,  and  the  Lord  Jeans  Christ,  and  the  elect  angels, 
that  yon  observe  these  tbings,  withont  preferring  olie  before  another,  doing 
nothing  by  partiality.' 

T.  GuUivale  harmony  tmlh  your  paator  andfellow-eldtn.  Union  ia  strength, 
and  disanion  is, weakness.  Divide  the  eldership  of  a  chnrch,  and  yon  enfeeble 
and  pai'alyzQ  it ;  bind  it  close  together,  and  yon  convert  it  into  a  strong  tower. 
By  acting  in  harmony,  the  office-bearers  of  any  Chnrch  both  receive  and 
impart  support  They  BTidently  receim  it.  Their  individnal  efforts,  which 
mi^ht  by  themselves  be  like  water  spilt  upon  the  groond,  derive  an  import- 
ance from  their  being  parts  of  one  well-concerted  system  of  action.  And 
they  give  as  well  as  receive.  What  they  do  for  othera,  others  do  for  them; 
Wl^t  conid  one  musical  string,  however  welt  toned,  do  alone  T  It  ia  from 
the  union  of  strings,  alt  tnned  in  harmony,  that  the  sweet  mnsic  of  the  harp 
proceeds.  Oh,  that  session  is  a  happy  one  in  which  the  most  perfect  harmony 
prevails — not  only  harmony  of  opinion,  but  hannony  of  action ;  among  the 
members  of  which  there  are  no  jarring  sounds,  no  discordant  movements,  bnt 
where  all  is  beautifully  blended,  like  the  colours  of  the  rainbow  or  the  notes 
of  the  sweetest  melody.  To  this  little  more  is  requisite  than  that  each  be 
vriSing  to  yield  his  own  individual  opinion  and  his  own  individual  plan,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  the  plana  and  opinions  of  his  brethren,  and  that  all  be 
4esirona  only  to  promote  the  cause  and  honour  of  the  Redeemer.  Let  this 
bo  done,  let  the  office-bearers  of  the  Church  '  look  not  every  man  on  his 
own  things,  but  especially  on  the  things  of  others,'  and  we  she^  immediate^ 
eee  the  lovely  speotacle,  lovelier  than  Hermon'a  dew  and  Aaron's  sacred  oil, 
of  elders  not  only  dwelling,  bnt  working  togetiher,  io  nnity.  And  when  then 
is  harmoDy  among  the  elders,  tbwe  is  likely  to  be  harmony  also  among  the 
members.  As  discord  is  cont^ioos,  so  also  is  peace.  The  lovely  im^e  of 
peace  in  the  aesnou  will  be  roQected  vrith  an  aenmilatmg  effect  apon  Uie 
Church.    .  . 


WAS  UNFERMENTED  WINE  KNOWN  AMONG  THE  HEBREWS  ? 

The  opUriooB  we  form  as  to  the  nature  of  tite  wines  of  Scripture  hava  an  important 
bearing  on  the  numerous  texts  that  relate  to  the  produce  of  the  ■r"  ~      ""*  ~  ~~ 


tenet  we  have  long  felt  in  this  subject  is  chiefly  in  relation  to  the  interpretation 
'  "    '  and  the  views  we  have  been  led  to  adopt  most  be  held  by  us  even 

«  cause  to  abandon  the  principle  of  total  aDstinence  from  intoiicating 


drink.  Much  loose  and  unsatisfactory  reasoning  has  been  introduced  into  ^Js 
•object  from  giving  too  much  prontinenoc  to  the  mere  opinions  of  men.  There  is 
hatdy  a  Btngla  error  which  cannot  claim  Ibe  sapport  oi  some  learned  mea.  As 
the  sacred  writers  refer  wili  great  frequency  to  me  produoe  of  the  vine,  we  have 
abundant  matcriaU  for  aac«itaining  the  facta  on  which  all  our  reasoning  must 
depend.  The  question  is  not.  In  what  sense  do  we  use  the  term  now?  but^  In 
what  sense  do  the  wicred  writers  use  the  generic  terms  for  wine  in  the  Hebrew  and 
Greek  languages  ?  This  term  is  yayin  in  Hebrew,  ainos  in  Greek,  vinum  in  Latin, 
and  wtTte  in  Enghsb.  The  meaning  of  a  word  of  frequent  use  is  a  question  of 
faot ;  and  the  gener^  reader  has  the  msMis  of  ascertaining  it  by  an  independent 
examination  of  l^:tB,  irreepeotive  of  the  opiuionB  of  lexicographers,  whi<m  are  to 
be  used  as  helps  only,  not  authorities.  The  He]»^w  teru,  whence  the  othen 
have  sprung,  appears  to  have  been  derived  from  a  verb  i^iufying  ta  preu ;  and  it 
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denoted  At  MpreaKdjuice  of  the  grape,  whetiia  fermented  or  n&f^ijieiited,  pun 
or  mixed.  Tiub  wb«  ike  radical  idea  in  the  word ;  but  it  waa  moch  more  acxm- 
prebensi7e  in  il«  application  than  is  uaual  with  our  Buglieh  term.  It  was  some- 
times applied  to  the  grape,  as  well  as  to  the  nnfermented  juice  in  varioue  states. 

The  meaning  of  a  word  is  determined  hy  use  rather  than  derivation.  Let  t}ie 
reader  torn,  then,  to  a  few  t«xte,to  ascertain  whether  the  sacrod  writerH  ever  spplf 
their  generic  term  for  wine  to  aoTthing  anferment^.  In  Num.  ri.  i,  according 
to  the  common  veraion,  the  Nasarite  is  enjoined  to  '  eat  nothing  that  is  made  titaa 
die  vine-tree,  from  the  kernels  even  to  the  husks.'     Our  translatorB  retjuned  the 

ginnd  word  '  vine-tree,'  but  &ej  deemed  it  proper  to  state  in  the  marg^  tluit 
ebrew  has  '  vine  of  the  wine.'  As  it  is  grapes  which  tlie  Tine  prodnceB| 
Gesewus  very  properly  translates  grape-vine  here,  the  generic  word  for  wine 
being  used  in  the  sense  of  grapes.  Nor  is  this  a  loose  style  of  writing,  for,  as  thi> 
diatinguiahed  lexicographer  justly  remarks,  it  is  used  here,  'where  greater 
accuracy  is  required,  as  in  laws.  •  The  word  vine  is  rarely  applied  to  odier 
nmilar  plants ;  from  which,  however,  it  is  distingoished  in  legal  langu^e  by  the 
irord  grape  beiag  wpended  to  it.  Ho  one  will  nsk  bis  reputaiioii  by  the  abraid 
assertion  that  the  Hebrew  ya^in  is  here  reetricted  to  a  liquid ;  still  lees  tiiat  it 
meane  intoxicating  wine.  Kernels  and  hiisks  form  no  part  of  wine,  thoogh  the/ 
are  here  said  to  belong  to  the  produce  of  the  grape-vine ;  and  if  the  original  termt 
are  understood  of  sour  and  ripe  grapes,  instead  of  Jumels  and  hasJos,  our  e^lana- 
tton  wiU  be  equally  appropriate,  and  the  other  equally  inapt.  In  Jndg.  xid.  14, 
the  mother  of  Samson  is,  by  the  angel  of  Jehomi,  forbidden  to  '  eat  anything 
that  Cometh  of  the  vine,'  or  rather  grape-vine,  the  terms  of  the  angel  b^g  jb«- 
dsely  the  same  as  those  employed  by  Moses.  It  is  evident  that  neither  the  JerwiA 
lawgiver  nor  the  angel  of  the  Lord  restricted  tbe  geaeric  t«rm  for  wine  to  intozl- 
caljng  liquor,  whatever  modem  miunterpret«ts  mi^  do. 

In  the  precise  terms  of  law  we  read,  in  Deut.  xxviii.  39,  *  Thou  shalt  plant  vine- 
yards ana  dress  them,  but  shalt  neither  drink  of  the  grapes  nor  gather  them,  tar 
the  worms  shall  eat  them.'  The  produce  ol  the  vineyard  here  referred  to  is 
capable  of  being  sucked,  gathered,  eaten,  aU  of  which  may  be  predicated  of  grapes, 
but  not  of  the  liquid  wine.  The  worms  do  not  eat  winej  and  yet  it  is  yapn  tint 
the  worms  are  said  to  eat.  In  Jer.  xl.  10  we  read  that  Gedaliah  commanded  the 
Jews  to  gather  grapes  and  summer  fruits ;  and  it  sounds  strange  when  we  read,  fn 
the  English  version,  that  they  '  gathered  wine  and  summer  fruits  very  much.' 
The  vine  produce,  here  called  gayin,  waa  growing  on  the  vine  when  it  was  gathered 
in  bunches  at  the  same  time  with  the  growing  summer  fruits.  The  Greek  term 
oinos,  which,  with  the  digamma,  strongly  resembled  the  Hebrew  word  from  which 
it  was  derived,  was  sometimes,  but  more  rarely,  applied  to  grapes.  For  insbmce, 
among  the  articles  found  in  the  fortress  of  Masada,  Josephus  mentions  aito»,  oinot, 
and  elaion;  aod  he  adds,  that  the  Romans  found  the  i^mains  of  these /ruilt  (cn 
karpSn)  still  uncorrupted.t  In  Rev.  vi.  6  a  command  is  given  to  abatwn  from 
injuring  the  vine-fruit  and  olive-fruit,  referring  to  both  in  their  growmg  state; 
and  Professor  Robinson,  in  ^ving  this  explanation  in  hia  lexicon,  refen  to  a 
similar  use  of  the  word  in  the  Septuagint. 

The  generic  term  thus  comprehended  the  Urosh;  w4uch  the  Hebrews  oaed'fltt 
vine-fmit  in  general,  but  limited  to  the  solid  produce.  We  are  awara  that  *■  Att 
Ohi  Disciple,'  in  the  Magazine  iat  October,  says  of  this  term,  '  Th&t  it  meant  SB 
intoxicating  beverage  is  obvious  from  Hoa.  iv.  11.'  Simple  raau!  titistazinja 
nothing  about  either  a  bev^^e  or  iittoxicatioD.  It  says  that  tvoA  '  take*  aww 
the  heart,'  but  it  says  nothing  about  its  effect  on  the  head.  Let  VB  teat  im 
reasoning  by  applying  it  to  something  dfie  vidah  takes  away  tixe  heart.  QM 
takes  away  the  heart;  thaefore  ^M  is  an  intoxiaUina  beverage!  Th»  'OU 
Disciple '  must  fiave  forgotten  the  logic  he  learned  in  his  teens,'  else  ha  -mold 
never  have  committed  himself  to  anch  reasoning  as  tliis.  If  he  would  knonr  tia 
effect  ot  Srosk  on  the  heart,  he  has  only  to  read  the  words  of  tbe  4tit  Fsaln: 
'  Thou  hast  pnt  gladness  in  my  heart,  more  than  in  the  time  that  their  ocmi  aai 
then:  vine-fruit  increased.'  He  says  that  the  word  '  occurs  some  tbirty-fonr  ttn« 
in  Scriptnie.'  Let  him  count  again,  and  lie  will'  find  that  it  is  of  autre  Inqaat 
•  «s».  Zea,  under  'Gephan.'  ;  fWia-to/thtJevt,  o.  vU. 
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occurrence.  Let  him  bring  forward  his  ilfong  argoments  to  prove  ikei  arosh  u  « 
liquid,  and  that  it  is  iotozicating,  and  we  are  quite  preparM  to  prore,  from  the 
testimony  of  Sonptnre,  that  it  ia  neither.  If  manj  readers  of  the  Magadne  are  io 
Buch  a  Btate  of  deplorable  ignoraace  as  he,  there  ie  much  need  of  Uie  present 


Isaiah  (xri.  10)  speaks  o^  &  time  of  famine,  whou  '  the  treaders  shall  tread  no 
grapce  in  tiieir  preesea,'  where  he  eridently  uses  yayin  in  the  sense  of  grapes,  lot  it 

is  the  fruit  that  is  la^den  to  obtain  the  liquid  produce.  But  if  an;  one  contends 
for  aie  juice  here,  it  ia  eridently  unfermented,  tor  it  is  in  the  act  of  Jawing  from 
the  grape.  Jeremiah  predict  a  time  of  cakunity  and  want,  when  the  spoiler  shill 
fall  on  the  summer  fruits  and  vintege  ;  '  grapes  shall  fail  from  the  wiue-pressM, 
and  none  Bhall  tread  with  ehouting'  (uviii  33).  Yayin  evidently  denotes  the 
grapes,  and  the  prophet  predicts  that  none  shall  be  found  to  be  trodden. 

In  lea.  ly.  1  an  invitation  is  addressed  to  the  hungiy  and  thirsty :  '  Ho,  erery 
one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  money ;  come  ye, 
buy,  as>A  eat;  yea,  oome,  buy  wine  and  milk  without  money  and  without  price.' 
Wine  ia  not  here  a  Itqnid,  for  it  ia  something  to  be  eiUen ;  and  it  is  distinguished 
from  ivater,  which  is  the  thing  to  be  used  for  drinking.  Wine  and  milk,  then, 
must  be  osad  in  the  sense  of  syrup  of  grapes  and  butter,  or  some  similar  prepara- 
tiona-  This  e^lanation  ia  confirmed  by  comparing  tiiis  text  with  Isa.  viL  22, 
where  we  find  an  aipreasion  probably  identical  in  signification,  though  lie  terms 
employed  are  different :  '  Suiter  and  honey  shall  every  one  eat  that  ia  left  in  the 
land ;'  ica  the  term  rendered  honey  here  probably  denot^i  ^S^'tp  of  grapes,  a  mean- 
ing vrhich  ia  assigned  to  it  in  many  passages  by  the  best  critics.  The  honey  of 
g^pea  was  much  used  by  the  ancient  Hebrews,  and  it  is  much  used  in  modem 
times  in  the  Holy  Land.  Dr.  Sbaw,  in  his  Travels,  says :  '  Besides  the  great 
quantity  of  grapea  and  raisina  that  are  one  or  other  of  them  brought  daily  to  the 
mxricetfl  of  Jerusalem  and  the  neighbouring  villages,  Hebron  alone  sends  eveir 
year  to  Egypt  three  hundred  camel-loads  (i.  e.  near  two  thouaand  q^uiatals)  of  the 
Tobb,  which  they  call  dibse,  the  same  wonl  that  is  rendered  simply  honey  in  th« 
Scriptures,  particularly  Gen.  sliii.  11 ;  for  honey,  properly  so  called,  could  not 
be  a  rarity  so  great  there  as  dibse  most  be,  from  the  want  of  vineyards  in  Egypti 
In  Lev.  ii.  II  honey  seema  to  be  of  several  sorts :  "Ye  shall  burn  no  leaven,  nor 
any  kind  of  honey  in  any  offering."  For  besides  the  honey  of  grapes,  of  bees,  and 
of  the  palm  or  dates,  the  honey  of  the  reed  or  sugar  might  be  of  great  antiquity ' 
(voL  ii.  p.  144).  Professors  Kosenmiiller,  Geaenius,  and  Eobinson,  and  many 
other  biblical  critics  agree  with  Shaw.  When  Professor  Bobinaon  visited  the 
famous  vineyards  of  Hebron,  he  found  that  almost  all  the  grapes  are  either  '  dried 
as  raisins,'  or,  '  being  trodden  and  pressed,  the  juice  is  boiled  down  to  a  syrup, 
which,  under  the  name  of  dibs  (the  Hebrew  word  debhash,  aignifying  ?ioneg,  and 
also  syrup  of  grapes),  is  much  used  by  ell  ctaases,  wherever  vineyards  are  found,  as 
a  condiment  with  their  food.' "  Eli  Smith  was  met  by  a  stare  of  surpriae  when  he 
inquired  for  unferment«d  wine  ;  and  his  authority  has  often  been  foolishly  quoted 
to  prove  that  unfermented  wine  was  unknown  among  the  Hebrews.  We  are 
reminded,  too,  of  his  great  eiperience  in  the  East,  and  that  he  was  coadjutor  of 
Profeasor  Robinson  in  the  production  of  the  best  work  that  has  ever  been  written 
on  Palestino.  He  did  act  aa  henchman  to  Robinson,  and  waa  very  useful  ia 
pointing  ottt  the  places  which  his  distinguished  countryman  wished  to  visit  and 
describe.  But  the  Biblical  Researches  were  written  by  Robinaon^  and  not  by 
Smith ;  and  had  they  been  prepared  by  the  latter,  they  would  probably  have  been 
of  mudi  less  value.  Recollecting  that  another  missionary  in  the  East  had  written 
on  the  wines  of  Palestine,  we  took  down  from  our  shdf  the  Bibliatheea  Sacra  fot 
1848,  and  found  the  admirable  article  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Holmes  on  the  '  Produce 
of  the  Vineyard  in  the  East.'  According  to  Mr.  Holmes,  '  the  remarkable  fact  ia, 
that  in  Asia  Minor  and  Syria  the  largest  part  of  the  prodnoe  of  the  vine  ia  used 
forother  purposes  than  making  intoxicating  liquors.'  Mr.  Smith  admits  as  much; 
for  he  says  that  '  wine  is  not  tbe  most  important,  but  rather  the  leait  so,  of  all  the 
objeots  for  which  the  vine  ia  cultivated.'  Describing  simple  boiled  must,  or  '  Nar- 
denk,'  Mr,  Holmes  says ;  '  Simple  grape- juice,  without  the  addition  of  any  earth  to 
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nentrktiEe  th«  aeicUl^,  is  boited  from  toar  to  fire  hours,  lo  as  to  reduce  it  tooM- 
J^mih  ot  tike  quantitj  put  in.  He  dt/rulum  of  Flioj  waa  only  boiled  down  to 
one-hitlf.  ...  It  ordiaarilf  baa  not  a  particle  of  intoxicatiiig  quality,  being  lued 
freely  by  both  M&homnedane  uid  Cfaiistiana.  Some,  which  I  have  had  oa  hand 
for  two  ye&ra,  baa  nitdergone  no  change.  .  .  .  Nardenk  is  used  as  a  syrap  for  a 
beverage,  one  part  oE  the  ayrnp  to  from  Biz  to  fifteen  parta  of  water.'  Hr. 
Holmes  TemarkH,  with  chaiaeteristic  modesty,  '  We  wonld  suggest  whether  this 
array  of  facta  on  the  utility  of  the  grape-vine  will  not  suatain  the  idea  tbat  tbs 
greater  parted  the  praisea  bestowed  upon  "wine,"  aait  ia  tranelatedin  ourTersion, 
are  bestowed  upon  the  grspe-juice  aa  freshly  exprMsed,  without  bringing  into 
view  the  specific  forms  into  which  it  may  afterwards  be  manufactured.'  The  lier. 
S.  Robson,  missioDary  in  Syria,  has  borne  similar  testimony ;  but  his  werda  have 
been  frequently  quoted,  and  need  not  be  repeated- here. 

Whatever,  then,  may  be  said  of  the  names  for  the  produce  ot  the  viae  at  tbe  pre- 
Mut  day  in  the  East,  it  is  evident  Ihat  Isaiah  apptiet  the  term  wine  to  the  boney 
Ot  syrup  of  grapes,  whether  eaten  with  bread  or  milted  with  water  to  be  used  as  » 
beverage.  In  this  unfennented  atate  it  was  highly  prized  by  the  Hebrewa  in  the 
days  of  lauab,  and  employed  by  him  as  the  emblem  <rf  the  soul-satiafying  UessingB 
of  tiie  gospel.  Our  Saviour's  remark,  about  drinking  the  fruit  of  the  vine  new  in 
heaven,  impliw  tJiat  wine  when  new  waa  io  its  beet  state,  according  to  the  Hebrew 
taate  in  His  time.  'Riis  is  the  explanation  of  Professor  Robinion,  and  his  sound 
judgmait  gives  great  weight  to  his  opinion.  The  boiled  wine,  mixed  with  water, 
aecording  to  the  acknowledged  custom  in  the  Passover,  would  have  been  preferred 
by  the  Hebrews,  even  if  tJiere  hod  been  no. prohibition  of  everything  fermented. 

We  have  qnotfid  teits  in  which  the  Hebrew  word  for  wiae  is  applied  to  what 
was  solid,  and  consequently  unfermented  and  unintoiicating.  We  now  quote  a 
few  in  which  an  uniermented  liquid  is  referred  to.  It  is  said  prophetically  of 
Judah  (Qen.  zlix.  11),  with  reference  to  the  vine-bearing  portion  of  Canaan  which 
was  to  be  allotted  to  bis  descendabts,  '  He  washed  his  garments  in  wine,  and  hit 
clothes  in  ihe  hlood  of  grapes'  Here  we  have  an  instance  of  Hebrew  parallel- 
ism, in  which  the  idea  of  the  former  clause  ia  repeated  in  the  latter.  The  word 
garments  in  the  one  corresponds  to  clothes  in  tlie  other,  and  wine  in  tlie  (me  to 
iht  bhod  of  grapes  in  the  other.  The  phrase  '  the  blood  of  grapes'  designates  the 
red  juice  of  the  grape,  and  is  indicative  of  its  colour  in  Palestine.  It  will  not  be 
contended  that  it  here  designates  the  fermented  and  intoxicating  juice.  The  vioe 
la  mentioned  in  the  verse,  aod  the  wine  ia  no  doubt  simply  the  expressed  juice  of 
the  grape.  In  Prov.  ix.  2,  Wisdom  is  said  to  have  'mingled  her  wine'— no  dottbt 
the  boiled  juice  of  the  grape,  remaining  urifsrmented,  and  mixed  with  water  wbMi 
used  aa  a  beverage.  In  the  Song  of  Solomon,  v,  1,  the  bridegroom  says :  '  I  have 
drQnk  my  wine  with  my  milk  f '  where  the  wine  is  found  in  very  harmless  company, 
and  is  undoubtedly  unfermented.  The  lovers  of  strong  port  don't  drink  milk  with 
it.  In  Song  of  Solomon  vii.  9,  the  best  wiae  is  said  to  be  that  which  '  goeth  down 
Bweetly' — a  striking  contrast  to  the  burning  liquid  commonly  used  in  onr  countiy 
under  the  name  of  wine.  We  might  add  other  passages,  which  either  pjainbr 
refer  to  unintoiicating  wine,  or  regarding  which  ftis  might  be  proved  by  a  Kttle 
criticism ;  but  those  given  are  sufficient  for  our  purpose. 

The  '  Old  Disciple '  threatens  ua  with  the  frown  i^  Oriental  scholars  if  we  speak 
of  unfermented  wine  being  referred  to  in  the  Bible ;  but  probably,  like  himsdf, 
tiiey  require  some  enlightenment  on  this  subject.  They  have  little  advantage  over 
as  in  judging  of  the  meaning  of  texts  of  Scripture.  We  have  endeavoured  to  show 
that  unfermented  wine  was  not  only  known  among  the  Hebrews,  but  also  preferred 
by  them.  There  ia  no  reason,  then,  on  the  ground  of  Scripture,  why  we  shodld 
continue  to  nse  intoxicating  wine  in  the  Lord's  Supper.  The  question  as  to  the 
kind  of  wine  to  be  used  ought  to  he  left  to  the  decision  of  each  session.  A  calm 
■nd  temperate  discuraion  of  the  subject  will  be  nseful  in  the  meantime.  Dr. 
Hitchcock,  a  distinguished  American  chemist,  has  expressed  himself  decidedly  in 
favour  of  the  use  of  unfermented  wine  at  the  communion  table.  He  saj^ ;  '  I  beg 
leave  to  express  my  conviction,  that  whether  this  inspissated  juice  of  the  grape  be 
called  wine  or  not,  it  is  certainly  ike  fruit  of  the  vine,  and  therefore  a  hr  mora 
appropriate  substance  to  be  employed  in  the  Eudiarist  than  idcoholic  wine  ;  for  it 


m  tiie  fruit  of  tbe  virw,  ftod  not  wine,  iliat  ia  described  in  tlie  Bible  tu  a^^nx^riAto 
to  tbu  celebratioa.  And  everf  cbemiat  knows  that  this  ioapiaaaled  ivice  i^  iho 
gT«^  IB  liCerallj  aod  exactly  the  fruit  of  the  vine,  with  notbiDg  lost  by  evapora- 
tian  except  water ;  whereas,  before  it  oan  become  alcobolio  wine,  it  moat  undergo 
aa  extenaiTe  decoropoaition,  and  a  new,  powerful,  and  poinonous  aubatance  be 
formed  io  it  out  of  the  elements  of  the  sugar.'  The  greatest  eoemjr  of  religion 
aad  deatrojer  of  human  happineas  has  laid  hold  of  the  honu  of  the  altar ;  but  wa 
sympathize  with  tJioee  who  would  drag  him  forth,  and  free  the  Church  from  the 
foUf  of  giving  counteoEuice  to  her  greatest  foe.  Dr.  Whedon,  whose  excellent 
eomLinentar;  on  the  New  Teatament  la  in  course  of  iaaue  from  the  London  press, 
and  ia  meeting  with  much  favour  from  both  the  press  and  the  public,  oontenda 
th&t  tbo  wine  made  by  Christ  at  Cana  was  unfermented ;  and  in  his  second  volume, 
which  has  appeared  since  this  diacusuon  eoaimenoed  in  the  pages  of  the  Maga^ne, 
he  aaya  of  the  wine  in  the  communion,  '  As  leaven  is,  like  wioe  fermentation,  a 
corruplion,  death,  or  decomposition,  so  it  was  prohibited  at  the  Pasaaver.  It 
veto  absurd,  then,  to  snppoae  that  Jeaus  adminiatered  fermented  wine  at  the 
Supper,  which  is  His  substitute  for  the  Pasaover,  or  that  He  ever  used  it  at  alL' 
It  is  Borprising  that  the  presence  of  the  enemy  at  the  most  sacred  of  all  the 
Church's  ordinances  should  find  any  defenders,  bat  Hie  opinion  of  the  Church  in 
favour  of  its  extrusion  is  growing.  Eren  those  who  have  iotoidcating  wine  on 
their  own  table  begin  to  think  titat  it  ought  to  be  excluded  from  the  table  of  Ute 
Lord,  where  ita  [^esence  is  leading  to  nnpleasant  discusaionf.  Thsta. 


BLAISE   PASCAL. 

BT  REV.  WILLIAM  TURNER, 

{Cmcladed.') 


We  come  now  to  the  more  properlv  religious  portion  of  Pascal's  life,  into  which,  aa 
into  hie  scientific  and  controTersial,  he  carried  his  governing  principle  of  devoted- 
nfya  to  truth,  and  which  is  specially  interesting  and  instructive  aa  presenting  an 
example,  among  the  rooat  marked  ia  modern  timea,  of  one  formed  to  reach  with 
ease  the  highest  peais  of  worldly  greatness  becomiog  as  a  little  child  in  his  abso- 
lute subjection  to  the  recognised  will  of  God.  It  is  too  much  the  fashion  to  regard 
religion  with  ita  beliefs  and  ita  obaervaocea  as  something  lying  apart  from  the 
ordinary  course  of  human  life,  aomething  which  does  not  essentially  belong  to  man 
aa  B.  condition  of  hia  well-being  and  perfection,  and  which  ia  at  the  best  onlf  a 
comely  ornament  or  a  happy  accident.  Often  it  appears  aa  if  men  might  lay  aside 
everything  pertaining  to  tfieir  professed  religion,  and  yet  be  in  prineiple  and  con-, 
duct  uncharigeil.  Against  this  kind  of  accidental  and  adventitious  religionism,  the 
career  of  Piiacal  forms  a  streuuouB  protest.  The  new  truth  which  opened  out  to 
his  mind  when  his  attention  was  turned  to  religious  interests,  at  once  asaunied  ita 
due  place  among  the  posaeswona  of  his  soul,  and  exercised  its  proper  commanding 
power  over  the  conduct  of  his  life.  Moreover,  in  the  case  o£  this  man,  religion 
came  in  the  full  ripeness  of  hisintellectual  powers,  as  the  ultimatum  of  his  reaearchea 
and  experiences,  forming  'the  bright  cousmnmate  flower'  of  his  whole  history.  Into 
this,  under  the  guidance  of  Providence,  he  finally  grew,  a  man  who  '  counted  all 
tbinga  but  loss  for  the  excellent  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ.'  These  words  suggest 
that,  however  different  in  many  respects  the  character  and  career  of  the  Apostle 
Paul  and  of  the  subject  of  tliese  remarks,  yet  in  not  a  few  points  a  striking 
analogy  exists  between  them.  Like  Paul,  he  was  yet  in  the  ardour  and  bloom  of 
hie  youth,  when  the  currents  of  his  life  were  turned  into  a  new — a  Christian 


ohannel.  Like  Paul,  he  had,  before  that  crisis  in  his  history,  lived  blamelessly  ii 
the  eyes  of  men,  and  was  held  in  reputation  as  a.  youth  of  unblemished  moral  in 
tegrity,  aa  well  aa  of  diattnguished  talent  and  brilliant  promise.     Like  Paul,  he  wsa 


indebted  in  a  certain  marked  way  to  the  interposition  of  Providence  for  being  led 
to  give  heed  to  the  words  of  Jeaus  Christ,  and  to  the  cluma  of  divine  truth.    Like 


F«nl,  be  ma  not  dbob«di«nt  to  ills  rtrioe  ftt>m  bMten,  btft  »t  onoe  and  iHtb  fnfi 
eonyiction  renounced  tbe  irorliHT'  pAstion  he  had  achieved,  and  the  'worldtr 
pmspecte  irfaich  wen  ofKniiig  up  before  hitti,  that  he  might  deroto  binwaa 
vithont  reeeire  to  the  honoor  of  tie  drrine  Master  who  olaimed  bis  awvloe. 
Like  Pitnl,  be  tbenoeforw&rd  took  for<tiie  gaidiug  pciociples  of  hie  lUe  ttie  mdtltoes, 
*  One  thing  I  do,'  '  For  me  to  live  to  Ohriet,'  >  I  keep  nndeT  my  body  and  hiing 
It  into  Bi^fectioo.'  the  particular  modee  of  rel^oini  Barrlee  vhi<^  nnder 
llta  influence  of  the  ecclnnafttioal  syatem  to  which  lie  belonged,  be  vab  led  to 
adopt  wtX9  indeed  \etj-  different  from  tboee  of  the  Aposble  Pml.  Ib  tlie  Bconldt 
(Uonih,  that  dianctefiatic  of  tbe  evil  power  predicted  as  i^nt  to  KppeKt  in  the 
kst  days,  '  forlAkliDg  to  marrj,  Mid  camtriuidiiig  to  abetain  from  meata  irblcb 
Ood  bath  created  to  be  rcedved  with  titankigtriog  of  them  which  beUeve  wad 
know  the  tmtb,'  flndg  ite  realization ;  and  accordiiigly  in  the  religious  life  ef 
Paaoal,  when  meaanred  by  the  apoetolic  standard,  tbm  is  to  be  recognised  an 
undue  tendency  to  redoieness  and  aseetioiein  and  bodily  molti&catiims, — a 
tendency  to  the  following  after  holinesB,  father  in  aepafatenesa  from  society,  ^bb 
in  the  ezerdae  (d  a  beneficent  and  aanfitifying  action  upon  aocieby.  As  aoon  as 
ttie  new  and  Bpiritnal  light  broke  in  upon  his  soul,  be  ceased  in  great  measare  from 
tiie  prowcntion  of  his  acientific  atodies,  applying  hiB«e1f  specially  to  the  reading  irf 
the  Scripture,  with  which  it  is  vid  his  acquaintance  became  sa  perfect  that  he 
knew  the  whole  trf  it  by  heart,  and  was  able  to  detect  the  least  error  in  qnotationa 
from  it.  By  bis  oonTeraation,  he  began  to  exareise  a  powerfnl  spiritoaliring  in- 
finenee  upon  his  famUy  and  friends.  His  beautiful  and  talented  younger  sister 
was  so  impressed  by  hia  repreeantatuin  of  iite  an^iasiing  importance  of  (Svine  and 
eternal  thiugs,  that  she  renounced,  like  himself,  her  brilliant  worldly  prospeols 
and  became  a  nun  in  the  Foct'Boyal  establisbment ;  and  his  father  a&o,  from 
whom  he  bad  learned  so  mnch,  becDne  now  his  scholar,  and  received  through  bim 
a  Taoza  spiritual  faith  and  a  more  earnest  piety,  enabling  him  to  meet  death  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  eereoity  of  a  Christian  belierer.  Upon  the  Duke  of  Roonnei 
imd  his  sister,  with  whom  be  was  On  terms  of  intimacy,  bis  conversation  and  ex- 
ample had  a  umilar  effect, — both,  notwithstanding  the  temptation  presented  t^ 
high  rank  and  aristocratic  associates,  being  thereby  led  to  the  rennnciation  of  the 
world. 

After  a  few  years  tiie  piety  of  Pascal  acqnired  a  deeper,  more  determined, -men 
self-denying,  and,  as  it  may  appear  to  m,  more  gloomy  character,  This  is  due,  it 
is  said,  in  part  to  the  convene  and  eaJufftations  of  bis  sister  Jacqneline — tke 
scholar  reacting  upon  the  teacher — and  in  part  to  a  sermon  which  he  happened 
to  hear  at  pOTt-Eoyal  when  there  on  a  visit.  Mainly,  however,  it  seems  to  have 
been  due  to  a  remarkable  escape  from  sodden  death  wfaich  about  the  same  time  be 
experienced.  '  He  was  going,'  we  are  told,  '  in  a  carriage  with  fotir  horses,  ae- 
companied  by  some  friends,  to  the  promenade  at  the  bridge  of  Neuilly.  Thebndge 
Was  a  Tery  lofty  one,  and  part  of  it  was  without  a  parapet.  When  the  carriage 
arrived  at  that  part,  the  two  leaders  took  the  bit  between  their  t«eth,  and  dashing 
aside,  probably  from  some  fright,  plunged  over  the  side  of  the  bridge.  Fortit- 
nately,  the  traces  which  held  them  snappei,  and  the  wheel-horses,  with  the  carnage, 
stood  firm  on  the  edge.  Pascal  was  saved.  But  the  event  mode  'Uie  profOundeet 
impression  on  bis  bighly-wrougbt  and  refiective  mmd.'  '  From  that  day  forward,' 
we  are  told,  '  be  was  haunted  with  the  apprehension  of  a  great  ab^sa  on  bis  left 
side,  and  though  he  perfectly  well  knew  it  to  be  all  a  fancy,  yet  he  liked  to  have  a 
chair  placed  on  his  left  to  protect  him  from  falling  over.'  He  conld  never  more 
forget  that  death  was  always  at  hand,  opening  its  abyss  by  his  aide  to  receive  ^'^'^'■ 
To  the  heightened  religious  feeling  thus  occasioned,  may  be  reasonably  assigned  a 
certain  mysterious  passage  in  hia  spirilaal  experience,  forming  the  burden  of  a 
siDgular  document,  '  whidi  was  found  sewed  up  in  the  lining  of  hia  doublet  after 
bis  death,  and  which  it  appears  that  he  nnsewed  as  often  as  he  took  ofi  his 
clothes,  and  sewed  np  again  as  often  as  he  put  tbem  on.  There  was  both  a  paper 
copy  and  a  parchmeDt  copy  folded  up  toge^er  in  the  doublet.'  The  following  Is  a 
Uteral  tranHlation  of  this  document : 

if  Hovomber,  the  day  ol     In  the  mar^olt^. 


'"%!!X«^  HLAI8B  PAaOAL,  4W 

The  TjgQ  of  S.  dufioBoniu,  uurtTr,  and        Joj,  j<7,  Jc?,  tMn  ol  joj. 
olbera.  I  biiTa  sepuraled  mjail  from  Him. 

Froca  abont  baJt-paet  t«D  o*dack  at  night         '  Tba;  haTs  forsaken  me,  tbe  fountain  of 

to  mbont  baU-an-honr  tHer  midnight  IItIik  iratora.' 

Fin.  My  Qod,  wilt  Thou  foruke  me  ? 

Q«d  of  Abiwhun,  Ood  of  tatM,  QoA  of         JSay  I  not  ba  Mpu-otad  froa  Htm  hi 

lacob, — not  of  pbiloaopheTB  and  wise  men.  evarl 

Certdoty.    CerUintj.     Bentlnunt.    J07.         '  This  a  life  eterol,  that  they  may  knoir 

Peace.  Thee,  the  only  Una  Qod,  and  Joflna  Cbri|t 

The  God  of  Jeana  Ohriat.  whom  Thau  haet  sent.' 

'  My  Qod  aad  toot  God.'  Jeana  Ohrist,  Jeeus  ChriA 

'  Tby  God  aball  be  my  Qod.'  '  I  hara  aeparated  myadf  fn 

FoigeUnlMU  of  the  worid  wul  oE  all  urn  fled   front  Him;  lenounoed   , 

Ood.  Him.    May  I  nsvei  ba  aepaiaiad  iroia  Him. 

One  cannot  fled  oneself  but  by  the  ways         One  cannot  preaerva  oaeselE  but  by  the 

la^bt  in  the  eospel.  ways  taught  in  the  gospel. 

CnMidear  of  the  bnman  loiit.  '■Ihitire  and  gentle  self-renunciation,' 

'BIgbleone  Father,  the  woild  bath  not 
known  Thae,  but  I  have  fcnown  Thee.' 

On  the  pikTchment  copy  were  tbree  lines  which  were  cot  found  on  the  paper : 

'  Satire  sabminion  to  Jseoi  Ohiist,  and  to  Eternally  In  joy  (or  ona  day's  diadplbte 
my  dliector,  haie  upas  earth. 

"  I  will  not  forget  Thy  wofda."    Amen.' 

Ot  thifi  TonarkaUa  aoroU,  howerer  disjointed,  the  genwal  impMt  eeema  ioffi- 
dently  cle&r.  Every  one  who  has  any  ^nuine  experiBoee  ot  the  religious  life 
knows  t^t  titeie  occur  ia  thkt  life  particular  tiinea,  Bomelimes  brief,  gometimes 
more  prolonged,  during  which  spiritual  reahties  present  thenwelves  with  pecuUw 
ficidaesB  andoTerpoweringforoeto  thenund,-~whenlhetou]fora  ieason  seems  to 
Bcape  from  the  ahaioklee  of  sense,  and  lives  in  oontaet  with  the  powen  of  the  world 
naateu-  Such  a  season,  it  is  evident,  in  tbe  experienoe  ot  Pascal,  was  that  which 
tbifl  cherished  record  comraeiaoTatea.  In  the  sUeucff  and  solitude  of  the  night,  the 
Qod  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jaoob,  tbe  Ood  of  Jeaus  Christ,  the  Ood  of  the  BiUe, 
make*  him  to  feel  Hia  glory  and  His  grace.  The  word  '  fire '  seemB  to  intimat*, 
that  upon  his  excited  and  delicate  nervous  system  thwe  was  made  an  impression  of 
flame  or  brightneaa.  He  looks  upon  the  past  years  of  his  reli|^ous  life  as  a  time  of 
mtfaithfulnesa  and  backsliding.  But  God  has  laid  His  hand  upon  him,  and  filled 
his  HOnI  with  joy  and  peace,  and  he  renews  his  coreuuit,  and  dedicatcB  himself  in 
onreswved  Bubmission  to  His  will.  All  lukevannneas,  all  halting  between  Ood  and 
Uie  wwld,  are  now  over ;  the  leading  impressions  of  that  hour  are  set  down  while 
they  ore  still  fresh  in  his  mind,  and  the  record  is  carefully  treasured  up  and  con- 
Btaatly  looked  at,  that  if  possible  the  feehngs  and  resolutions  of  that  crisis  may 
abide  with  him  for  ever.  In  harmony  with  this  new  beginning  of  hie  religious 
Doreer,  was  the  resolute  self-denial  which  marked  its  sequel.  He  '  forthwitb 
ohanged  his  habits  of  life,  and  to  do  bo  more  effectually,  retired  for  a  while  into  the 
oountiy,  until  tbe  alteration  had  token  shape.  The  principle  upon  which  be  now 
regulated  his  hie  #as  that  of  renouncing  all  pleasures  and  aU  superfluities.  He 
nade  his  own  bed.  He  carried  op  his  own  dinner  from  the  kitchen,  and,  in  short, 
dUpeneed  with  servants  altogether,  except  in  the  matter  of  cooking,  and  some  other 
litue  offices  which  he  was  unable  to  do  for  himself.  He  devoted  his  time  to  prayer, 
and  to  the  devotional  study  of  the  holy  Scriptures,'  He  wore  under  hia  clothes  an 
Icoo  girdle  set  with  spikes,  turned  inwards,  and  this  he  smartly  jogged  with  his 
elbow  whenever  he  felt  rising  within  bim  any  worldly  feeling, — '  a  practioe,'  his 
aistei  tolls  us,  ''whieh  he  never  abandoned  even  in  his  last  malady,  when  nature 
might  have  been  supposed  to  have  taken  into  ber  own  hands  the  tai^  of  mortifying 
the  flesh.'  '  His  hberalitj  to  the  poor  sometimes  went,'  we  are  told,  '  beyond  t^ 
extent  of  his  fortunes,  and  when  he  was  expostulated  with  on  the  iudiscretion  of 
stripping  himself  bare  of  oU  things  in  his  own  hour  of  need,  he  would  only  reply, 
"  One  thing  I  have  observed,  that  however  poor  one  is,  one  always  leaves  some- 
thing behind  one  in  dying." '  '  He  dvelt  with  great  emphasis  on  the- obligation 
nuder  which  individual  Christians  Ue,  of  giving  some  portion  of  their^ime  to  the 
relief  of  the  poor.'  'Do  not  oSeot  grand  plaos  of  benevolence' — such  was  the 
tenor  of  his  advice  to  his  aistw — '  bat  go  straight  into  the  hovels  of  the  poor,  ac- 
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quaint  fonrseU  'witb  them  as  individiiBlB.'  When  he  wbb  ai^roudnjig  ha  end, 
*  Let  me  hare,'  Baid  he,  '  some  poor  dok  man  in  the  house,  and  let  him  be  tended 
at  mj  expense,  with,  precisely  the  same  care  as  I  my Belf  am  tended  with.  F<r 
when  I  see  how  my  erery  want  is  supplied,  it  ^res  me  great  pain  to  think  what  an 
infinite  nnmber  of  poor  t^ie  are,  more  ill  than  myaelf,  who  are  destitute  eren  of 
tbe  oonimtai  neceBBariea  of  life.' 

Perhaps  the  moet  remaikable  tc^en  of  his  unsparing  self-mortificslion  remains 
to  be  mentioned.  We  know  by  his  sister's  teetimony,  as  well  as  by  his  own  «- 
tant  letters,  that  he  had  a  tender  and  affecticmate  natore,  aad  was  diatiDgoidied 
for  his  datiful  kindnea  to  his  relatives  and  friends.  During  these  later  yean  of  his 
life,  however,  be  was  in  the  balHt  of  repelling  the  tenderness  aad  sympathy  of  hii 
■ister  while  waiting  upon  him  under  his  attacks  of  iUness,  so  that  she  was  led  to 
eomplain  of  hie  condact  t«  his  other  sister,  and  to  espreas  her  fear  that  he  did  not 
Io7e  her.  She  wss  eoon  disabused  of  her  mistake,  and  learned  to  appreeiate  the 
loftiness  of  the  princij^  on  which  her  Invther  acted,  and  whidi  is  set  forth  in 
his  own  words  as  follows : — '  It  is  nnjoat  that  persons  ehonld  attach  themselTea  to 
me,  even  thon^  they  do  it  with  pleasnie  and  ToluntarOy.  I  should  be  decuTing 
those  in  whom  I  should  ct«&te  the  deaire  of  each  attachment ;  for  I  am  not  the 
end  of  anybody,  nor  have  I  the  wherewithal  to  satisfy  them.  Am  I  not  cm  the 
point  of  d^th  ?  and  thus,  the  object  of  their  attachment  wiU  die,  will  it  not?' 
On  the  same  principle,  he  caotioneid  his  siRter  against  leceiring  tiie  careeaes  of  her 
own  children,  and  pronounced  marriage  to  be  the  most  perilous  and  the  loweet  of 
tiie  0(»iditionB  of  Gbnsttauity. 

In  all  this,  the  religious  practice  of  Pascal  will  appear  to  us  uonatoral  and  orer- 
■bained.  This  is  a  style  of  Christianity  to  which  we  axe  not  accustomed,  and  I 
am  not  prepared  to  stand  up  in  its  defence.  Let  it  be  obeerred,  however,  that  in 
Christ's  noose,  the  particular  methods  «f  serrice  are  of  lase  importance  liuui  the 
nunifeetation  in  some  nnmirtakeable  way  of  the  true  spirit  of  service ; — the  spiril 
of  entire  and  uncompromising  self-renunciation.  We  must  not  forget  that  i£«m 
words  are  written  ammig  the  instmctionB  of  the  divine  Master,  '  He  that  loretb 
father  or  mother  more  than  me  is  not  worthy  of  me  ;  and  he  that  loveth  son  (v 
danghttt  more  than  me  is  sot  worthy  of  me.  And  he  that  taketh  not  Ihs  croM 
and  followeth  after  me  is  not  worthy  of  me.  He  that  findeth  his  life  shall  lose  it^ 
md  he  that  loseth  his  life  for  my  s^e  shaU  find  it'  There  is  a  fashion  relating  to 
ootward  things  in  the  Church  bs  there  is  in  the  worid,  and  eqnall^  with  the  l^ter 
this  fashion  is  given  to  change.  Tlie  particular  forma  tmder  which  ^iritual  piin< 
cjple  expresses  itself  are  liable  to  be  a^cted  md  modified  by  the  lapse  of  iame,  the 
rise  of  new  wants,  the  spread  of  intelligence,  the  iqieDing  up  of  new  oppartmii- 
tiea  of  acting  benefio^itly  upon  the  world.  Notiung,  however,  can  alter  the. 
paramount  obligation  of  the  great  laws  of  self- consistency  and  seU-deniaL  What- 
ever spedal  views  we  may  in  oar  position  and  dicumstances  be  led  to  adtmt,  we 
must,  at  least,  be  consistent  with  otusdvee  and  set  ouiEelyee  to  be  guided  by.  iia 
truth,  BO  far  as  it  is  approhemded  by  ns,  and  see  to  it  that  we  condemn  not  Mir> 
■elves  in  that  which  we  allow.  And,  whatever  be  the  special  acta  of  our  ChristiaB 
atrvioe,  they  must  at  least  be  such  as  imply  true  and  manifest  self -denial — for  it  is 
Mtly  the  self-denial  accompanying  service  that  imparte  to  it  its  discijdiiiaiy  and 
abiding  value.  Kow,  what  we  dum  iar  Pascal  in  connectbn  with  his  rehgio<is  life, 
is  the  praise  of  self-conaiBteni^  and  self-denial.  He  followed  the  light,  he  denied 
himsell.  Are  we,  with  our  evangelical  doctrine,  our  philanthropic  scjiecnea,  onr 
misaionary  enterfirises,  our  pure  Church,  doing  as  much  as  he  did,  at  the  bidding  cf 
spiritual  principle  for  spiritual  ends?  Before  we  feel  ourselres  entitled  to  oast  a 
■tone  at  bis  asceticism  and  his  gloom,  let  us  see  that  we  have  reached  the  level  (» 
which  he  stood  of  thorough  eameetnees  in  the  service  of  Jesus  Christ. 

I  have  said  that  Pascal's  religion  was  of  such  a  kind  as  to  absorb  into  itself  all 
his  energies,  and  stimulate  and  govern  bis  whole  nature  ;  but  his  nature  waa  one 
pre-eminently  reflective,  rational,  inteUeotual.  For  everything  in  vrhich  be 
eoMged  he  behoved  to  be  able  to  render  a  reason,  Having  found  in  the  Biblaaad 
in  Jesus  Christ  that  which  fully  and  finally  pacified  and  aal^fied  hia  own  spirit,  he 
forthwith  addressed  himself  to  the  task  of  explaining  to  himaelf  and  to  others  how 
this  should  be,  i.e.  how  the  retigion  of  the  Kble  shonld  be  the  one  all-enflkient 
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divine  religion  t(x  the  noduiea  and  regsDeiBtjoii  of  moukincL  His  aim  -vna  to 
write  a  grand  '  Apologj  for  Christianitj '  which  ^nld  meet  uid  orertfarow  all  the 
objectionB  of  infidek,  and  eetaUish  tiiia  faith  in  its  dne  position  of  lUvine  authority 

and  anprone  worshipfolneas,  in  oniTemil  eatimatioQ.  It  ia  said  that  he  wbs  inoited 
to  tbe  prosecntion  of  this  ded^  by  a  miracle, — the  famous  miracle  of  ^e  holjr 
thorn,  of  which  his  own  niece,  Marguerite  Perier,  was  the  Bubiect.  It  is  certain 
that,  however  doubtful  to  na,  this  miracle  was  bdieved  by  Pascal,  on  whom  it 
made  a  great  impression,  so  that  he  referH  to  it  in  hie  Provincial  Letters  as  an  in- 
dioatjon  that  hie  oj^nents  were  fighting  against  God,  and  ho  that,  bv  way  of 
commemorating  the  event,  he  had  a  seal  made  on  which  was  a  crown  of  thorns, 
with  rajB  of  glory  streaming  fnjm  it,  and  the  legend  underneath  in  Latin,  '  I 
know  in  whom  I  have  believed.'  His  time  and  strength  proved  inadequate  to 
complete  tlie  work  which  be  contemplated,  and  there  was  left  at  his  death  among 
bis  pap^B  ouIt  a  oollection  of  preparatory  fragments  which  are  now  published 
and^  the  title  of  TTte  Thoughts  of  PascaL  These  thoaghis  are  only  like  the 
loiigb  sketches  drawn  by  the  artist  in  view  of  some  great  picture,  or  like  the 
ooTDicee  and  capitals  and  hewn  stones,  heaped  together  in  Utile  order  in  view  of 
rearing  tome  gloriooB  piece  of  architectnre.  'But,  even  aa  they  stand,  these  dis- 
iointed  and  fragmentary  thoughte  form  a  great  work,  making  an  epoch  in  Uie 
histo^  of  Christian  apologetios,  in  the  composition  of  which,  as  Tholnck  says, 
'  St.  Paid  and  Auguetine  have  held  the  torch  to  the  author.' 

Space  does  not  permit  our  entering  into  a  full  cooperation  of  the  argnment 
wbioh  PaHcal  cont^nplated  in  defence  of  the  rel%ion  ofc  Jesus  Ohrist.  Wfa«n  the 
frogmenta  of  his  work  are  rightly  arranged,  we  are  able  to  understand  to  some 
extent  hie  plan,  and  to  appreciate  the  comprehensiveneffi  of  his  range  and  tjie 
depth  of  the  fonndatdtais  which  he  laid.  First  of  all,  he  bids  us  look  at  man — so 
great,  yet  so  little;  sobent  on  being  happy,  yet  so  incapableof  attaining  happiness; 
eo  eager  in  pursuit  of  truth,  so  liable  to  error  and  deccptiea,  so  out  of  proportdon 
with  bis  soirouudings  and  hie  poreoits.  Then  he  bids  us  consider  the  favourite 
Bchentes  of  philosophy,  and  the  remedies  which  man  himself  has  devised  to 
ameliorBte  his  oonditioa,  to  satisfy  hia  craving  for  tmth,  and  to  bring  himself  into 
harmony  with  hia  circmnstanoes ;  and  he  shows  how  all  these  scbemee  have 

rfteA  ntter  and  palpable  failures.  "Hien  he  bids  ub  bethink  onrselvee  what  should 
the  character  of  the  right  religion  for  man,  how  it  should  explain  ourselves  to 
ooTBelves,  and  how  it  should  lead  us  to  the  knowledge  and  the  love  of  God ;  and  he 
Ediows  how  all  that  can  be  demanded  by  reason,  as  the  characteristics  of  a  perfect 
religion,  is  foond  combined  in  the  religion  of  the  Bible — a  religion  which  both 
shows  us  what  we  are  and  enforces  what  we  should  be,  and  opens  up  the  way  for 
our  retnm  to  happiness  and  to  God.  He  then,  in  Sue,  seta  forth  the  external  marlcs 
of  divinity  which  this  religion  bears  upon  ite  front,  and  l^  which  it  is  commended, 
as  none  other  is,  to  the  acceptance  and  faith  of  men — the  eridenoe  of  miracle,  of 
Mophe^,  of  Jewish  history  as  a  preparation  for  Jesus  Christ,  of  Jesus  Christ 
Himself  in  His  simreme  and  onapproachahle  moral  eioellence  and  glory. 

Snch  is  a  brief  oottine  of  the  plan  of  the  work  to  which  Fasc^  had  dedicated 
his  life,  and  which  he  was  not  spared  to  complete.  It  is  sufGcient  to  satisfy  us 
th&t  his  genius  had  not  faUed  him  when  he  became  a  hnmble  self-denying  follower 
(tf  the  crnclfied  Naiarene;  and  that,  as  with  Moeea  when  he  proposed  to  load 
his  people  into  the  promised  land,  his  eye  had  not  waxed  dim,  nor  was  his 
natural  force  abated.  He  knew  well  what  he  was  doing  when  he  resigned  him- 
self so  patiently  to  the  worUfications  and  sacrifices  of  Christ's  service,  not  lees' 
well  (ban  when  he  was  accompanying  Euclid  in  his  demonstf  ations,  or  discomfiting 
the  Jesuits  with  the  artillery -of  his  logic  and  his  wit.  Amid  all  his  spirituu 
Htapsodies  and  corporeal  austerities,  hia  reason,  like  the  eagle,  soared  into  the  sky 
aaia  looked  ondazzled  npon  the  sun  of  truth.  And  when  we  think  of  this  man, 
weakened  by  constant  and  painful  disease,  dying  in  his  youth,  with  a  mind  whioh 
had  grappled  with  the  hardest  problems  of  human  reason,  and  which  was  consoiooa 
'         ■        '  '■'  1  ■  >        >      >  ..     jjg^ — finding  rest  and 

:e  of  Jesus,  in  taking 
lessons  from  the  Bible  and  doing  his  Utmost  to  practise  its  precepts ;  it  seems  to 
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me  UiAt  the  spectMld  is  of  itaelf  Buffiiaeot  to  win  tiie  respect^  attentiim  of  the 
doubter  to  Uie  evidences  of  Cbrifltianity.  Surelj'  this  hueljiDK  to  rest  of  a  spirit  m> 
eager,  this  '  aatiafjring  wiA  good  things '  a  hus^ei  so  keen,  tbis  shedding  the  balm 
of  sweet  repose  over  a  soul  so  full  of  questionings  and  so  toBsed  with  pain,  mnat 
be  the  work  of  the  Father  of  spirits. 
One  or  two  suheidiarj  leesons  may,  in  concInsioD,  be  mentioned : 

1.  The  first  is  one  of  tolerance  for  diversities  of  poutiou  and  of  creed.  PaaoJ 
was  a  Catholic,  and  we  are  Protestante.  Pascal  disliked  the  Reformeio,  and  to 
him  Luther  and  Calvin  were  hateful  heretics.  In  like  manner,  we  dislike  the  F(^ 
aod  all  his  supporters.  Meanwhile,  will  Frotwtantifm  or  CatiioUciam,  or  mj 
other  ism,  determine  our  standing  before  God  on  the  daj  of  final  and  righteona 
iadgmeot  ?  In  tiiat  day  wiU  not  he  stand  in  the  highest  place  who  hath,  not  ssid 
LoiSl  Lordl  hut,  done  the  will  of  Christ's  Father? 

2.  The  second  lesson  is  one  of  honest,  painstaking,  persevering  search  aftei 
tmth.  This,  in  the  first  instance,  made  Pascal  great ;  he  eagerly  sought  inf  onna- 
tion,  and  was  ready  on  all  hands  to  receive  it.  There  ar^  many  scholars  and 
students  in  onr  day  ;  but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  of  these  the  majority  are  students 
<rf  what  the  Germans  call  the  bread-and-butter  sciences.  But  the  interested 
pursuit  of  information,  the  seeking  the  spiritual  for  the  sake  of  the  material,  can 
only  tend  tn  m^e  small  men,  and  to  degrade  the  generation  in  which  it  prevails. 

S.  The  third  lesson  is  one  of  resolute,  practical  submission  to  the  authority  of 
tmth.  For  what  is  light  given,  hut  that  we  may  guide  our  steps  hy  it?  We 
cannot  expect  to  attain  what  we  show  that  we  do  not  value ;  and  proving  false  to 
the  truth  we  have,  we  shaU  soon  loee  the  power  to  acquire  or  to  recognise  it. 


DR  BEQG  AND  THE  FREE  CHDKOH.* 

Thi  author  of  thia^  volume  has,  for  a  considerable  time,  been  recognised  aa  the 
bead  of  a  section  of  Lis  Church  who  are  strongly  opposed  to  certain  jneasures 
on  which  a  great  majority  of  their  drethrea  are  eagerly  bent.  There  is  no  room 
for  doubt  as  to  the  ground  on  which  this  opposition  is  made  to  rest.  Br.  Besg 
and  his  adherents  are  warmly  attached  to  the  principle  of  ecclesiastical  estahl^- 
ments,  which,  thev  understand,  is  embodied  in  the  constitution  of  the  Free  Church  j 
while  they  conaiaer  the  promoters  of  the  measures  referred  to  as  '  apparently 
aeeking  to  shift  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  from  her  original  basis,  and  to 
Identify  her  with  the  unscriptural  and  revolutionary  principles  of  modem  dissent' 

This  malcontent  party  have  for  a  long  time  shown  disBatisfaction  at  the  manifest 
tendency  of  Free  Church  procedure  towards  liberalism ;  but  what  seems  to  have 
brought  matters  to  the  point  of  crystallization  was  the  movement  in  1878  for 
the  Mutual  Eligibility  Scheme,  under  which  United  Presbyterian  miniatets  were, 
on  certain  conditions,  to  he  admisdble  into  the  other  Church.  Hod  that  scheme, 
as  originally  proposed,  been  carried  out,  Dr.  Begg  and  his  friends  were  prepand 
to  withdraw  from  the  majority,  to  declare  tliemselves  the  Free  Church,  and  to 
maintain  that  to'them  all  the  property  of  the  dcnomiuatioa  legallv  and  rigt^oHy 
belonged.  Some  small  verbal  c[uasi- concession,  made  at  the  last  hour,  preveotoa 
this  catastrophe  from  being  realized.  The  union  with  the  United  I^eabyterian 
Ohurch,  which  Had  been  so  long  under  consideration,  and  which  seemed  to  harve 
siriyed  almost  at  the  point  of  consummation,  was,  of  course,  a  etiU  more  seriona 
affair.  But  that  was  found  impractics.ble  without  bringing  on  a  mpture ;  and  to 
avoid  so  unseemly  a  result,  the  scheme  was  laid  aside.  It  was  hoped  ^t,  after 
all  this,  the  turbulent  zeal  of  Dr.  Begg  had  fallen  asleep  ;  but  it  seems  to  have 
been  awakened  hy  the  recent  Act  d  Parliament  abolishing  patronage  in  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  and  hence  the  publication  before  us. 

The  volume  is  made  up  of  three  parts.  The^rsi  is  entitJed,  '  The  State  ol  tha 
Question,'  and  oooMste  of  lucubrations  by  the  author  on  a  variety  of  politioo- 
ecdesiastical  topics j  the  second  is  'A  Memorial  to  Counsel,'  which,  from  some 

•  JftmoWoi,  vrilhthe  (hMeru  a/  Eminent  Cotauel  in  regard  to  the  Cotulittilian  ^Ut  Hm 
Chirch  of  Scotland,  and  Banaria  on  our  Fntatt  BlaU  obS  Pro^xeli.  Bi  Jaubs  Bmo^  DJ^ 
Second  TlKnuand,  orown;8vo,  pp.  260.    Edinburgh!  Johnstune,  Hunter,  &  00^  187*. 
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dates  and  other  circumBt&nceH,  eeema  to  hare  been  got  up  in  the  apring  of  1678 ; 
(md  the  third  is  the  '  Opinion  of  Gonnael  thereon.'  Let  na  begin  vith  tiie 
'  HemoriaL' 

The  counsel  are,  no  doubt,  what  Dr.  Begg  calla  them,  '  eminent.'  They  are  the 
prasent  Lord  Adyocftte,  Mr.  E.  S.  Gordon ;  the  present  Lotd  Craighill,  Mr.  John 
BCllar ;  the  present  Dean  of  Faoolty,  Mr.  A.  Hntherfurd  Clark ;  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Bal- 
four. Every  one  knowB,  howeyer,  ttiat  the  opinion  of  oonnsel  ia  given  not  on  the 
facte  of  a  case  aa  they  actually  stand,  bnt  on  the  repreaentation  made  in  the 
'Memorial'  that  is  submitted.  Now  the  Datiy  Review  remarks  that  'the  long 
Hemorial  does  not  pretend  to  be  otherwise  than  one-sided.'  Our  readers,  we  sup- 
pose, wiU  very  readily  anapect  that  it  probably  haa  somewhat  of  a  partlaan  tinge. 
It  ia,  at  all  events,  of  great  length,  inclades  a  multitude  of  particnlsfH,  and  con- 
aiats  to  a  considerable  extent  of  what  ia,  in  form  and  aubetancse,  apeciil  pleading 
aa  truly  as  anything  that  was  ever  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  Court  of  Seeaion.  Afl 
this,  too,  is  bolatered  up  by  niunerous  quotatjona, — aometimea  from  docomenta, 
aud  sometimes,  we  Buppoae,  from  pamphlets,  speeches,  and  reports,  occasionally 
without  any  specific  citation.  Such  a  conglomeration  it  would  be  impoeaible  for  ns 
to  veiify,  whatever  leisure  we  might  have  at  command.  Let  us  therefore  aaaume 
that  the  '  Memorial '  ia  subetantially  correct.  But  the  lawyera,  like  doctors,  differ 
in  their  verdict.  "There  are,  in  fact,  three  separate  opinions  given  :  First,  ty  Mr. 
Millar :  second,  by  Mr.  Gordon  ;  third,  by  Ifr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Balfonr  conjointly ; 
and  it  baa  been  remarked  that  the  chief  difference  in  these  opinions  correBpouda  to 
tiie  several  political  views  of  the  persons  consulted.  It  waa  humiliating  to  obeerve 
an  analogoua  divergence  in  the  opinions  of  the  Judges  on  queationa  connected  with 
the  Disruption.  It  is  clear,  however,  that  on  three  points  of  prime  importance  all 
the  counsel  agree :  First,  That  the  EstabUshment  principle  ia  embodied  in  the  con- 
atitntion  of  tne  Free  Church  ;  second,  That  the  Free  Church  has  no  power  by  a 
majority,  however  large,  to  alter  its  conatitntion  on  any  eaaential  or  fundamental 
pCHnt;  and  third.  That  ibe  constitution  of  the  Free  Church  would  be  recognised  by 
ttie  dvil  courts  in  determining  disputed  questions  of  right  to  property  belonging 
to  tiiat  Church.  There  is  a  diversity  of  opinion,  however,  as  to  whether  the 
adoption  of  the  original  overture  for  mutual  eligibility  would  have  been  such  a 
violation  of  the  conatitution  as  to  entitle  tjie  minority  to  the  propertv.  We  under- 
(tand  Dr.  CandUsh  said  on  one  occasion,  'The  model-deed  waa  drawn  by  Lord 
Rutherfurd,  and  I  bebeve  it  will  hold  water.'  But  thwe  ia  proverbially  a  '  gloriona 
uncertainty '  in  law.  And  we  have  heard  that  a  peraon,  whose  position  gave  him 
a  higher  authority  than  any  of  the  counsel,  once  aaid,  '  For  my  part,  I  do  not 
think  the  property  in  danger ;  but  if  the  case  were  coming  before  the  Court  of 
Session,  it  would  be  hard  to  say  how  it  might  be  settled.'  O^own  humble  opinion 
ia,  that  the  Free  Church,  by  adopting  su^  a  constitution,  has  got  into  a  fix,"  and 
t^t  Dr.. Begg  haa  the  whip-hand.  He  may  not,  as  acme  expect,  go  over  to  the 
Eirk,  bnt  he  can  aerve  it  betterjby  remaining  where  he  ia,  and  preventing,  or  at 
least  im^ding,  a  union  between  the  Free  Church  and  other  non-established  de- 


ITie  firat  part  of  the  volume,  entitled  '  The  State  of  the  Question,'  exhibits  the 
viewB  of  Dr.  Begg  on;  a  wide  range  of  subjects  connected  with  ecclesiastical  polity. 
We  are  aorry  tSat  generally  we  are  irreconcilably  at  variance  with  him ;  but  it 
is  not  neceaaary  to  enter  on  a  diacuasion  of  the  topica  he  handlea,  in  which  there  ie 
Uttte  Uiat  ia  new,  and  probably  almost  nothing  on  which  our  readers  have  not  long 
^o  made  up  their  minda.  We  must  beg  their  attention,  however,  for  a  little  to 
two  or  three  points. 

Dr.  Be^  se^ns  to  hold  that  non-estabhsbed  Churches  have  not  the  power  of 
altering  Uidr  conatitution  by  a  majority,  and  atall  contdnmag  the  inaldtution. 


•  The  writer  recoltecta  Ibftt  in  1848  he  annooliced  from  hie  pnlpit,  to  a  donntry  oonp*- 
faCioD,  that  llie  CikmpUon  had  taken  plnce.  euloeiced  the  faithmliiBBB  mid  self-deiual  of  the 
eec«diiiK  party,  and  anticipated  glorioua  reeults.  He  a,t  the  same  titoe  eipreHBed  his 
tvgret  that  the  Uoderator  of  the  Fi«e  Assembly  bad,  accordiog  to  the  DewEpapera,  faid  he 
vonld  write  •■Ho  Yoluntaryishi '  on  the  faniidaUoD-Blone.  i.  more  respectaUe  inscription, 
H  Waa  added,  would' be,  'QodforUd  that  I  shonld  slory,  nve  id  the  cross  ol  our  Lord  Jeaoa 
Carriflt' 
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'  There  &re,'  Bays  he,  '  certain  things  in  all  Ohorches  which  maiufestlf  form  port  of 
the  groand  of  their  sntarate  ezistraice,  which  may  be  called  the  vital  primni^es  <^ 

their  constttntione,  and  which,  therefore,  c^tiinot  be  altered  without  a  revolation — 
theabandonment  of  which,  in  truth,  implieBadieeolution  of  these particularChnrobes 
as  previously  exiBting.  ,  .  .  When  men  j'oiu  tt^ther  in  a  Nonconfonnist  Chtwch 
Qpon  clear  and  recorded  piisciples,  can  any  majority,  in  oppofrition  to  a  protMting 
minority,  rightfully  change  or  abandon  these  principles,  either  directly  or  by  any 
process  leacLDg  to  the  same  result,  without  diesolTing  the  asBociatdon  7  .  .  .  TJn- 
egtabliehed  Prcsbyterianism  would  become  impoaaible  nnlesa  aome  fiaed  and  nn- 
alterable  elements  were  understood  to  exist  in  ecclesiastical  constitations.'  Now 
it  seemg  to  ns,  that  while  an  Establiahed  Church  cannot,  witbout  the  consent  t^ 
the  Three  Estates,  alter  a  single  letter  in  its  creed  or  its  oonetitntion,  any  non- 
eBtablished  Church  may  make  such  prorision  that,  without  asking  any  man's  leare, 
it  may  introduce  whatever  changes  a  majority  may  judge  proper,  a  minority  bar- 
ing aJways  the  privilege  not  only  of  protesting,  E)ut  also  of  witMrawing  and 
fully  securing  all  its  civil  rights  afFected  bytbe  change.  The  '  (^inioa  of  Counsel* 
is  not  at  all  inconsiBtent  with  this.  They  speak  only  of  the  Free  Chnrdi ;  and 
the  Lord  Advocate  eipressly  says :  *  The  constitution,  which  is  tbe  contract  upcn 
which  the  association  of  the  adherenta  of  that  Church  was  founded,  in  the  abseoce 
of  any  provision  that  alterations  can  be  made  on  the  constitution  by  a  apedfied  ot 
any  majority,  can  be  altered  only  with  the  consent  of  all  the  repreeentative  meni- 
ben  of  the  Free  Church  in  the  Gieneral  Afeembly.'  From  this  Lord  Crughill 
differs  only  in  words.  It  seema,  then,  that  if  any  such  Church  as  our  own  may 
want  the  privilege  in  gneation,  that  most  result  entirely  from  its  having  selected 
to  take  the  proper  nrecaution  in  framing  ite  constitution.  The  Free  Church,  tlieae 
high  authorities  tell  us,  is  bound  neck  and  heel ;  but  that  is  only  by  its  own  deed. 
Again,  Dr.  Begg  soema  to  hold  that  Dissenting  Churches  are  not  more  free  tlnn 
Churches  recognised  and  established  by  the  State — that,  in  fact,  the  former  stand 
less  advantageously  before  the  civil  courts  than  the  latter,  aa  all  questions  touching 
them  are  deoded  merely  oo  the  ground  of  contract,  jast  as  is  tlie  case  with  Mason 
lodgea  or  other  secular  aesociationa.  Now  the  rewon  for  this  is  quite  obTitras, 
and  one  which  we  contemplate  with  the  highest  satiiifaction.  It  is  just  that  civil 
courts  dare  not  aay  a  word  to  us  simply  as  Churehee,  and  that  their  contnd  o\et  ua 
relates  entirely  to  things  civiL  If  Churches  bold  property  (a  thing  generally 
thought  expedient,  thoagh  certainly  not  essential),  that,  like  all  the  other  property 
in  the  nation,  is  subject  to  the  civO  courts ;  and  what  ground  of  complaint  is  there 
in  having  that  property  disposed  of  as  if  it  had  belonged  to  any  other  institntiali  ? 
If  a  Dissenting  minister  should,  in  the  exermse  of  discipliue,  go  a  length  which  a 
member  held  to  be  libellous,  there  might  no  doubt  be  a  suit  raised  for  damages,  and 
then  '  contract '  would  be  brought  mka  view.  It  would  be  pleaded  that  a  special 
relation  subsisted  between  the  minister  and  the  member,  giving  tie  former  certain 
priviiegeB ;  and  the  question  would  be.  Had  the  terms  of  this  contract,  expreas  ot 
implied,  been  exceeded  ?  But  would  not  something  very  similar  take  place,  if  a 
case  of  the  same  kind  should  occur  in  an  Established  Church  ?  It  would  be  argued, 
that  though  the  minister  may  have  acted  a  part  which,  simply  ooo^ered,  would 
have  been  actionable,  yet,  inasmuch  as  the  member  waa  one  of  hia  psriahjaiien; 
Statedly  observed  public  ordinances  in  his  church,  and  had  to  all  intents  and  tkh- 
poaes  placed  himself  under  the  auperiutendenee  of  the  session,  that  entitled  the 
moderator  of  seasion  to  go  a  certiun,  though  not  unlimited,  length  in  dealing  with 
the  member.  The  question,  therefore,  would  jnst  be,  Had  the  legitimate  bounds 
been  observed,  t.e.  had  the  terms  of  the  contract  existing  by  implioatioa,  been  duly 
regarded  ? — At  the  meeting  of  the  Commiasion  of  the  General  AawmMy  ok  ue 
14th  October,  Dr.  Fine  ia  reported  to  have  eeiA :  '  He  believed  that  Miey  mem 
enjoyed,  bo  far  as  he  cOuld  understand  the  term,  an  independence  grea/tat  tliaa 
ever  was  enjoyed  by  any  ecclesiaatteal  body,  establiabed  or  non-eetaUiBhed— ^tlier 
the  one  or  the.  other — and  most  certtunly,  he  believed,  than  could  be  enjt^ed  in  a 
non- established  Church.'  Surely  the  very  fact  that  they  needed  an  Act  ot  PaiUa- 
ment  before  any  change  oould  oe  made  in  tlie  mode  oiF  appointing  minivers  Mfaa 
well  fitted  to  remind  them  of  their  servility ;  nor  should  tiiBy  forget,  as  they  aem 
to  do,  that  what  one  Act  has  glten,  another  Act  may  take  away.    Witneai  Iha 
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Act  ol  Queen  Ajina.  But,  Hiey  will  ear;  they  ara  free  now.  Let  us  refer  to  & 
very  small  matter  by  way  of  reply.  Were  they  bo  much  as  to  protract  .^e 
aittiags  of  their  Geaeral  A^tnbly  beyond  the  second  Monday  after  they  sat  dowuj 
again  they  would  find  themseWea  in  fettecs.  IlluatrationB  more  important  might 
be  given  by  the  score.  Dr.  Pirie  waa  pleased  to  8a^  also :  '  They  had  received  an 
Act  which  was  all  thw  could  have  asked  for — which,  so  far  as  he  knew,  was  all 
that  was  ever  asked  for  by  anybody  at  the  time  of  the  Secession  of  1843 — nay, 
vhiicb  was  more  than  anybody  asked  for  at  that  time.'  We  thought  '  Bpiritoil 
independence '  had  been  asked ;  has  that  been  given  ? 

According  to.  Dr.  Begg,  the  Confession  of  Faith,  lightly  interpreted,  doee  not 
t^ich,  nor  may  be  supposed  to  teach,  intolerant  or  persecating  priociples.  That 
does  not  change  our  opinion  of  the  Confe^on,  whicn  we  hare  read  and  pondered 
from  of  old,  t^t  it  leassuree  us  of  his  opinion  of  persecution.  We  do  not.know 
wbethw  he  has  read  Dr.  William  Marshall's  volume,  entitled,  JTie  Principles  of  tH 
Westminster  Slaadards  Persecating,  but  it  would  be  a  feat  worthy  of  his  proweis 
to  refute  it. 

Sr.  Begg  is  eager  for  the  union  of  Fresbyteriana  in  Scotland,  and  says  'the 
great  barriei  is  removed,'  but  admits  that '  there  are  still  dif&culties  on  both  aides 
of  various  kinds.'  He  has  a  great  repugnance  to  '  Yoluntarics  and  rcTolutionista.' 
'  Yoluntaryiam,'  says  he,  '  is  a  thing  of  yesterday  ;  and  instead  of  being  an  element 
of  niuon,  it  has  been  the  dividing  element  amongst  the  Presbyterians  of  Scotland 
rince  the  beginning  of  the  century.  A  union  would  be  purchased  too  dearly  at  the 
expense  of  adopting  a  novel,  unscriptural,  andrevolutionaiy  principle,  which  might 
ultimately  overthrow  both  Church  and  State.'  We  console  ourselves  by  reflect- 
ing that  we  shall  get  admittance  into  a  State  Church  when  we  ask  it. 

What  Dr.  Be^'s  intentions  are  we  do  not  conjecture.  Probably  something 
will  depend  on  the  regulations  made  by  the  Conunission  of  the  General  Assembly. 
We  conclude  by  quoting  tlie  words  of  his  brother.  Dr.  John  Adam  of  Glasgow, 
in  hie  pamphlet  entitled,  Shall  teeHetum  to  the  Eatablishnientf — 'What  humiliating 
work  for  jh.  Bsgg's  lateJ"  years  I  Who  that  remembers  the  past  will  not  exclaim, 
Quantum  mutatm  T  It  is  welt,  however,  that  now  there  should  be  no  mistake. 
Where  he  stands,  and  whither  he  would  go,  ia  no  longer  doubtful.  Alasl  the  con- 
viction cannot  be  shut  out  that  he  is  rather  among  us  than  of  lis,  so  far  as  all  Free 
Churoh  principles  and  intereata  are  concerned.' 


AN  ADDKESa  DELITBRBD  AT  THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  THEOLOGICAL 
HALL 

BY  EEV.  ANDBEW  THOMSON,  n.D.,  MODEEATOB  OF  SYNOD, 

I  APDKE9S  yon  in  the  name  of  the  Synod  It  is  natural  and  proper  that  I  should 

of  oar  Ohuioh ;  and  the  thought  of  this  first  address  some  words  of  affectionate 

at)  once  suetaina  n^einmy  present  service  counsel  to  those  students  who  have  this 

and  iuereases  my  sense  of  responsibility,  day  finished  their  course  of  study  in  the 

I   am  glad   t«   take   advantage  of   my  Divinity  Hall,  who  in  a  few  months  will 

official.  poeitioQ,  as,  in  some  sense,  speak-  be  on  our  roll  of  probationers,  and  many 

ii^  to  you  in  the  name  of  the  Synod,  in  of  whom,  it  is  probable,  before  another 

the  hope  that  this  may  give  greater  session  of  the  Hall  returns,  will  hare 

Wtthority  to  my  words;    and  at  the  been  ordained  and  settled  in  paUoral 

■ame  time,  fhia  tnakea  me  the  mere  obarg«a. 

anxiouB  that  I  should  say  nothing  which  .  I  venture  to  express  the  earnest  hope, 

would    not  carry   with   it  the   cordial  that  while  you  cease  to  bear  the  narae 

sanction  of  those  honoured  fatheiB  and  d  student,  you  have  resolved  that  yon 

bntbien  irh<Hn  I  for  the  mconent  repre-  shall  be  students  for  life.    Carry  witii 

Bant.    AeyouwUlnatuiallybeimpatJent,  you  into  those  spheres  in  which  Divine 

aftor  yoiu  short  but  laborioos  aesaiiMi,  to  Proridenoe  may  fix  your  lot,  those  habits 

rrtom  to   yonr  hcanes  and  spheres  of  of .  methodizing  work,   of  economizing 

wonted  labour,  I  shall  take  care  in  my  time,  of  diligent  reading,  and  of  devontiy 

brief  addfesenotto  task  your  patience  stiidiousaolitude,which,itmaybehope<i, 

nndnly.  have  already  been  formed  in  your  Uni- 
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TonilT  and  IMriaity  Ball  Mnraes.    Be  gatikAu.    Th*  grocracl  ia  in  ■  riate  of 

anared  that  you  will  need  4^em  all  whai  unwonted  readineao,  idl  ova  Seothad, 

you  become  ministen.    The  nniTenal  tat  receinng  the  emd  of  1^  tifjtM 

axtennoQ  of  education,  and  ibe  higher  of  hearen-     So  nrach  ia  this  tia  cut, 

lUndard  of  educatioDsl  attainment  tlutt  ihat  vhes  a  jDoag  nunirter  goea  fatk 

il  both  Bou^t  and  reached  by  maM-  to  preaoh,  yrhoBt  owa  heart  haa  nemi 

tndea,  more  tJian  ever  reqnira  a  pro'  a  baptiam  frora  beaven,  and  *ho  m 

greeBirel;  educated  miiuBtrj.  The  duties  thMefoie  in   faH  sympatfcj  with  U 

of  the  pulpit,  in  these  dajB  eqwciallf,  meeaage,  it  ■  almoat  certain  tfait  he 

am   onlj  be   fitly  diachargad   throu^  ihall  not  labov  in  vun.    He  wiU  dn« 

habitual  and  diligont  aa  wall  as  deroat  up  from  the  deep  maay  a  loaded  not 

preparation ;  aod  the  mind  of  highest  '  Lift  up  your  eyea^  ukl  look  ai  1k» 

power  in  the  land  would  soon  beoome  fields,   u>r  they  are  white  alm^  to 

'stale,  flat,   and   improfitabls'    in    ita  harveat.'    Oh,  thore  ia  a  high  d^gU  ia 

miniBtntionB,  which  aalasGed  itself  with  preaching  to  a  peoide  who  loci;  iota 

alight  preparationB,  or  preaumed  to  truat  your  couuteaance  with  hungeri^  Sfia  1 

in  mere  extempore  elfasions.    The  pul-  It  ia  like  eating  of  the  com  at  hems, 

pit  haa  been  justly  styled 'tJiejiteaofasr's  <x  oi  angels'  bread.    1^7  fill  nsra 

throne,'  and  it  is  the  last  tiimg  in  all  fail  to  raoc^^DiBe  uid  lovingly  wrfeeoe 

tiie  world  to  be  trifled  wilJi.    In  the  one  whose  heart  ia  glowing  with  siund 

oue  of  men  like  Whitfield  and  Wesley,  paanon  to  eave  aoola.      Thej  wiM  be 

who  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  time  quick   to   hear  the  rmee  (tf  the  Good 

In  itinerating,  and  wnose  pariah  waa  &wph«d  in  that  <A  the  true  nnder' 

almost  literally  a  kingdom,  lesa  of  tbia  idtepherd.    Bat  they  will  be  impstimt 

habitual  preparation  was  needed ;  but  ot  that  kind  ot  preadiing  whidi  -tamw 

in  a  settled  pastorate,  this  is  indiapais-  long  ia  t^  onter  court  of  the  tanpk 

able  if  you  would  not  be  despised.    Our  of  buth.    Ton  mnst  give  than  twee 

pulpit  teaching  must  be  muuieetly  the  liying,    life  -  giving   TOritieB  whidi  «n 

ripe  fruits  of  holy  thought,  if  we  would  Qod's  poww  unto  the  salvation  ef  em} 

retain  our  people  aroand  us,  and  attract  oae  who  belieTaa  tham.     '  Go  en,  ibt 

otherswitUn  the  sphere  of  our  influence,  dear  brotJiw,'  we  find  ov  am  Rs^ 

He  temple  of  God  must  be  Iwbted  with  Si^ine   writivg    on    tme  oooasioB  to 

the  pure  oil 'beaten  for  the  light,  to  eaBse  Whitfldd,  —  'go  vn  in  auiuiliilg  «J 

the  lamps  to  burn  altrays.'     One  of  the  pabltehing  tiie  docfcrinie-of  piM  n^ 

bosiest  and  most  useful  men  of  t^  last  mg  through  the  rwbteonsneat  of  Obnit 

age,  Dr.  Arnold,  was  accustomed  to  say  onto  eternal  life.  Sir  tiaa  and  onlyfliie 

that  he  always  endeavoured  to  read  aa  gospel  will  be  tbeot^aa  of  oanifrtenijr, 

much  as  would  keep  bis  mind  like  a  and  the  poww  of  God  to  the  uinisa 

sl^am  of  running  water— not  like  a  pond,  of  sinners.' 

which  would  soon  become  stagnant  and '  I  would  only  ethost  yon  fnrther,  ia 

unwholesome,  if  not  emp^.  And  yet,  are  looking  f<»wud  to  aa  eady  wMce 

there  not  some  inTeeted  with  the  office  on  tbe  minUiy  of  tbe  goqpdytefMBa 

of  the  Christian  ministry  who  too  neuly  high  estimate  of    tte  naoitode  *ai 

realixe  Foetef's  description,  amd  imagine  dignity  of  the  offico, — not)  A  ooffi^  ft* 

that  at  an  early  period  of  life  ueir  the  porpcae  of  awakausg  fediiiP  <■ 

studies  are  finished,  and  that  they  may  vaiit^tKy,  bnt  of  deep  humiUlK  *ms 

nowbeframed  and  hung  up  like  a  pie-  halutDaiaMi^eof  dependatee^tav"^ 

tnre  In  a    gUt  frame,  to  accunu^ste  Yoa  know  weQ  titat  the  true  BaiutM 

nothing  afterwards  but  duat  7  ot  Christ  doea  not  bekHig  tt)aU|WSl* 

I  should  like  at  once  to  encourags  you,  and  sacred  casta,  inrertad  with  at™ 

and  to  deepen  yeur  eeaaa  of  reqioasi-  aad  myateriinvrepfattuallDiioikiiK  » 

Irility,  by  reminding  you  that  yon  go  ia  of  the  people,  and  ha  eiisti  let  te 

tmrnsd  to  the  woib  of  the  Christiau  peo^e;  he  is  not  apisst,  batannp* 

ministvy  at  a  time  of  great  interest  and  ^Mtar,    Bua  you  know  also  that  htiaa 

hopefulness.     Speaking  from  a  some-  man  scftaratea  from  all  eonmAsMW 

what  extensife  obserration,  I  have  no  oc«i^ati(Hia  to-  a  quntoal'  "^'^J^ 

hesitation    in  saying  that  there  is  a  that  tJwwotk  of.t^  pal^  ""^    J_S 

remarkable  thirst  for  the  gospel  uid  pastorate  is  to  be  his  M»-mtA.   Ad 

BOMisptibiUt^    to    reUgitfua   instructioB  surety  to  be  an  ambaasador  at  ^^''^^ 

and impceasion  iit  many  ctf  our  oongra-  bean  ^iposiWof  God^  inspkedmn 
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to  Bpoak  to  hi*  fdlow-men  in  God's  <d   iatnrMge   In   store  to  beeiii   hig 

name,  te  be  a  guide  to  Inquiring  and  niinifltn  wini,  ha  will  never  become 

pei^«xed  K>aU,  stid  a  healer  of  tboee  mentalff  rich,  and  the  etrain  upon  his 

vho  exe  broken-hearted,  to  be  a  pablic  mraital    raergtea  required    to   prodnca 

repmee  and  censor  ol  tiie  world's  Tiees  two  good  diseoorses  in  the  week  will 

sod  tollies— la  not  a  woA  to  be  tiioaght  be  greater  than  he  is  well  able  to  bear. 

at  spokea  of  lightly,  or  for  which  it  ii  I  am  not  of  those  who  would  seek  to 

■CMKible  to  be  too  well    eqtiipped   or  oonfine  f  onr  stndiee  to  one  book,  Bssom- 

fatni^ed.      Judged  of,  indeed,  by  its  ing  that  it  ii  tire  dmne  Book  iteilf.    Of 

difficulties  and  its  poaaible  ifBuee,  one  ii  eourae  tJiat  mnet  be  the  supreme  and 

apt  to  tliink  that  it  is  a  woric  more  fit  daily  subject  of  tnetbodiied  atndf  for 

for  ajHgels  than  for  meD.  ereir  one  who  aspires  to  the  ministiy 

1  now  addrees  mjself  more  partaon-  of  the  gospel.    Bnt  I  think  there  ifi  a 

larlf  to  OtODB  yoong  brethren  who  hsTe  period  in  witich  the  reading  of  a  student 

not  jet  completed  their  currionlnm  of  of  divinitjr  may  be  profitably  discurmve, 

Btaidj  at  tbe  TheologiMl  H^  but  who  and  in  which  he  ihouM  be  allowed,  and 

are  about  to  retnni  to  tiiOF   homet,  eT«B  eneoura^ed,  to  follow  a  good  deal 

ta  raminat«  on  wh&t  they  liaTe  been  &e  bent  of  bis  natural  ninpatbies  and 

tKigbi,  to  add  to  tbeb  stMw  by  priTste  tastes.     The  Church  is  Bkdy,  by  this 

VBttdiiig  and  titoi^ht,  as  w^  as  tannigh  means,  to  be  enriched  by  a  much  greater 

Ae  superintendence  and  instruction  of  variety  of  gifts  and  attainments,  tium 

ORT  presbyterial  committees;    I  wish  I  under  a  more  rigid  rule  that  would 

ooidd  convey  to    the  mind  of    every  riiape  ^  her  ministers  aft«r  one  nniform 

student  an  itdeqnate  impression  of  thfa  pattern.    But  then,  while  intermeddling 

impcortance  of  giving  hnnself  in  good  with  eH  knowledge,  the  rule  is,  that 

earnest,  of  devotisg  his  whtAe  nentel  everything  you  rwd  must  not  only  be 

stergy,  to  these  passing  years  ot  pte-  subordmated  to  your  sacred,  etudiee,  but 

paiHtay  study   for  the   work    of    the  madetopay tTibutetothem,aDdthrongh 

Ghiwtian  ministry.    If  tbeae  jwtK  are  them    to    your    subsequent    ministty. 

Bpeat  in  c^nparative  indoleboe,  or  frit-  When  an  excellent  minister  was  once 

tw«d  away  in  puisnita  thst  have  no  challenged  by  a  brother  for  consuming 

acmnaetion  with  the  sacred  office,  tile  his  time  in  reading  Gibbon's  DeeUite 

loBB  wili  bo  parmanMit,  and  never  cap-  and  f^U,  he  replied  with  conscious  sin^ 

aide  (A  being  recovered  by  any  later  cerity,  &at  he  was  reading  that  very 

flfforta.    N»  stodent  .oan  live  his  tTni-  book  with  the  distinct  end  before  him 

TDHBty  or  Hall  Hfe  twice  over,  any  mcro  of  promoting  his  usefulneBa  both  in  the 

tban  tJie  ant  or  the  bee  can  have  two  p<Spitandout  of  it.    Though  the  earnest 

Bonman  in  whit^  to  lay  up  in  store  for  student  will  bear  in  mind  the  practice 

winter.    Neglect  tjiese  momentous  yeais,  of  the  sailitly  Henry  Martyn,  who,  when 

tad  your  whole  future  will  sofier  from  he  found  the  perusal  of  common  books 

it;  you  will 'go  halting' ever  afterwarda.  diminishing    his    taste    for    scriptural 

I  TOB«mber  how  even  Wilberforoe  eom-  studies,  threw  aside  for  the  time  tike 

pbuMd  of  a  season  of  mwdireoted  oppor-  ctaseio  and  the  book  of  science,  untQ 

tnaityt  from  vrhich  he  w«  consoiouB  rf  tile  roiritual  tone  of  his  mind  was  com- 

BuSoii^   to    t^e    end.      Th»   r^aik  jdetely  restored. 

wo«M.  have  been  true  at  any  period.  In  connection  wiUi  these  references 

b«t  it  never  wm  bo  empltatica%  kue  to  biblical  studies,  let  me  affectionately 

aa  in  these  days  uid  in  iJiis  oountry.  endorse  an  advice  whidi  I  have  no  doubt 

For  -wiaia  I  do   not  retract  ot  evest  you  have  many  a  time  received  before,-^ 

modify  one  woid  of  what  I  ha;ve  said  tint  m  addition  to  jaai  profession^ 

on.  tbe  necessity  and   dafTT  ef   evei^  study  of  the  word  of  God,  tkere  should 

isbiietw  of  religicm  being  a  student  for  also  be  &  distinct  and  d^y  reading  of  it, 

life,  and  being  jeadouS  over  his  tima  as  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  and  in- 

a  miseo-  over  his  gold,   yet  I  cannot  creasing   your  own   personal  religioiF. 

forget  that  the  cWms  upon  a  minister's  The  Christian  must  grow  as  well  as  the 

time  in  these  days  of  ouri  are  so  mis-  student,  thonch  it  would  be  difficult  to 

cellaneouB  and  numerous, — in  the  form  say  how  much  you  will  improve  as  a 

of  oommittees,  and  classes,  and  week'  student  of  the  word  through  your  un- 

dsy  services,  and  pnblio  meeluigs,  and  conseiouB  growth  as  a  Christian.    And 

Boaa,-^faatindoUuehasaIaige<ca[^tal  this  glowing  pie^  will  make  you  elo- 
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quent  and  effective  in  the  pulpit,  when  to  master   Bome   one   or  other  of  iia 

nothing  elso  aad  nothing  leas  would  do  scieiuse^  tfa&t  they  m&y  be  able,  wilL 

it.    Mere  edncation  can  make  a  man  a  the  greater  anthoritj,  to  meet  the  mm 

rhetorician,  but  the  inward  fire  of  liring  of  Boieoce  <»  his  own  gnnmd,  and  to 

rdigion  will  alone  kindle  within  him  distinguish  between  the  demonstrakd 

the  fire  oi  sacted  eloquence.    Then  there  facta  of  science  and  the  undemonBtraCcd 

will  oome  both  '  the  phantaay  and  the  conclnBioDs  which  some  men  trf  soence 

flame,'  accordiiig  to  the  wonls  of  the  show  an  nnBOientifia  readinees  to  drav 

ancient  I«tin  proTetb,  '  Cvftu  vita  fid-  from  them.  '  Modern  thought  is  becamin; 

r',  «jiu  verba  timitnia,' — if  a  man's  Ufe  more  and  more  raaterialized.     Hijack 

Ughlxiing,  hia  words  will  be  thunder,  edenoe  begins  to  be  spoken  of  m  if  it 

L^  me  Tentore  upon  another  advioe.  comprehended  in  it*the  whole  univ«M 

It  ia  of  no  little  moment  in  yoar  trun-  of  tooth ;  and  there  is  a  growing  dig- 

ing  iot  the  Christian  ministry,  tiiat  yon  poailion  with  some  to  ignore  the  highs 

identify  youraelTes  with  the  work  (A  the  nemisphK«  of  troth  altogether,  and  to 

congr^iation  of  wliich  yon  are  a  mem-  treat  metapbysica  and  tSeology  as  di 

ber,  and  endeaTOuc  to  make  yoarBelves  dnamlaod  and  darkness, 

f^t  and  remembered  in  it  for  good.  These  i^erenceS'  make  it  abanduitlf 

lUa  would  be  your  Aabj  even  were  erideut  that  miniat«rB  of  the  goBpd  in 

yon  uever  inteudmg  to  rise  be^xind  the  these  days  are  not  to  count  on  a  imniiby 

positiM)   of  a  priTB'  ;   member  of  the  of   esse  and  peace.       Chiuliaiiity  bu 

Chnrch.    But  snch  u>.'Uve  labour  as  a  still  to  do  battle  with  her  old  enemiu, 

prirate  monber,  would  form  an  excellent  anperstition  &nd  unbelief,  imder  mv 

training  for  many  parte  of  your  pastoral  forms  ;  and  men  whom  it  i*  needlea  to 

duty.    It  wonld  be  like  the  young  pfar-  name  are  seeking  to  do  the  mnk  of 

sidan  walking  the  hoBpitala  after  tlte  Celaus  and    Porphyry  and  Julna  in 

lecture.    It  would  not  be  all  theory  and  earlier  times.    Those  new  shapes  of  na- 

wiitten  rule,  in  which,  after  yonr  en-  belief  will  hare  their  day  and  iSe,  ud 

trance  on  the  ministry,  many  of  your  the  gospel  of  heaven  will  still  live  aid 

own    Sabbath -school    teachorfl    would  conquer.     Yoa,    my    young   brethren, 

ezoel  you  in  eKperienoe ;  but  you  would  deem  it  yonr  higheat  honour  to  be  its 

direct  and  prende  in  work  with  whieh  disciples,  and  you  make  it  your  highest 

you  ba<i^ long  been  praotjoally  familiar.  ambition  one  ijay  to  beeomeitaministen. 

Let  me  t^row  out  only  one  further  Yon  have  consecrated  youraelves,  and 
snggeation.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  one  by  Qod'i  help  you  aie  qualifying  year- 
duty  oi  our  theological  students  to  make  selves,  for  the  defence  and  propaga^ 
themielveB  acquainted  with  all  the  more  of  that  religion  which  not  only  beusin 
popular  forms  of  modem  nnbdief ,  so  as  its  mLracles  and  accomplished  pnqihecin 
to  be  able  at  once  to  state  them  dia-  the  maib  and  dedentials  of  its  heavenly 
tinctly  and  fairly,  and  to  present  tlie  origin,  hut  in  the  fact  that  it  is  tke  beet 
principles  and  arguments  by  which  they  friend ,  of  human  liberty,  order,  and 
are  to  be  refuted  and  ex^Kwed.  Yon  progrees,  the  great  teacher  and  fautffl- 
who  belong  to  this  theological  Beminary  ment  of  holy  ^ving,  tho  great  heski  <i 
are  unguWiy  favoured  in  this  respect,  human  etaxowi,  the  strength  of  lav,  llK 
both  by  the  high  qualifications  of  your  Mni-tificT  of  genius,  the  grand  nonl 
professors,  and  by  the  fact  liat  the  lever  of  the  world.  Without  it*  pMenoe 

mastcriy  woi'     '  ■"     "   '-      .it..  ...■,.■,-,■,  .r  ,        -.-^ 

ttm,  wtncfais             „                        ,   .  . 

so  rich  in  the  armour  of  modem  Ghns-  gaaranteefortlieeleTBtionofoiiiiKe,— 

tian  defence.    In  connection  with  this,  that  which  is  to  unite  men  in  one  g««t 

it  wonld  be   a  wise    and   seaBoDable  loving  brotherhood,  whieh  is  to  hrii^ 

arrangemoit  that  certain  of  onr  sta-  back  the  lost  paradise,  and  to  nin  cxv 

dents  who  have  natural   leanings    to  earth  to  heaven  and  God. 
■deutifio  pnnnits  shonhi  be  encouraged 
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'§ami  (JCircIe. 

IMPORTANCE  OF  LITTLE  THINGS. 


LrnT£  thlngB  are  often  much  despised  nune  of  ttiis  tree  or  the  propertiee  of 

and  neglected,  although  the  proverb  of  that  plant,  to  know  the  nature  of  this 

well-tned  experience  tells    us   not  to  aniau  or  the  habits  of  that,  seems  to 

despise  the  day  of  small  things.    Things  them  to  be  knowledge  so   UBetesB  as 

that  appear  large  to   the  senses  more  scarcely  to  be  worth  listening  to.      It 

readily  impose  upon  ns  a  belief  in  their  appeals  to  be  aseless  to  them,  because 

great  import«nce  than  things  that  are  at  the  moment  they  may  not  be  able  to 

email.     But  the  importance  of  anything  antJcipate  the  time  or  the  place  where 

should  not  be  eetimated  by  its  size.     It  and  when  that  knowledge  will  be  of  oae 

sometimes  happens  that  things  inorease  to  them,  and  so  thej  sddom  think  any 

in  their  importance  with  theii  lit^Jeness,  more  about  it,  and  it  is  soon  forgotten, 

and  diminish  with  their  greatness.   Some  That  is  something  like  the  argument  by 

of  the  greatest  forces  inthewcvldamiear  which  they  judge  of  the  importance  tn 

ineigniflcant  to  the  eye,  and  some  things  little  beginnings  in  knowledge.    When 

of  the  greatest  value  are  little  in  size,  children   begin   the  work   of  acquiring 

An  atom  is  a  small  thing,  smaller  than  knowledge,  it  is  not  many  of  them  that 

you  can  see  with  the  naked  eye,  but  it  at  that  early  period  have  any  partdcnlar 

is  the  accomnJatton  of  atoms  that  makes  profession  or  object  in  view  for  whioh 

a   world.      The   marvellous   beauty   in  they  mean  specially  to  i^epare  them- 

which  nature  is  clothed  is  the  at»:umn-  selves;  and  hence  it  is  that  the  littlethings 

lated  loveliness  of  the  indiTidual  little  in  knowledge  they  are  taught  seem  un- 

planta  and  flowers  that  adorn  the  fields,  important,  because  they  never  anticipate 

yetwhioh,intbeireeeminginaigniflcance,  whentheywill  bo  of  practical valoe  to 

we  tiften  tread  beneath  our  feet  or  crnsh  them.      Suppose  these  Kttle  things  of 

betwa^  our  fingers  without  a  thought  knowledge  were  pfta  that  a  friend  gave 

or  regret.     Both  the  power  and  value  of  yon,  or  scnne  tiiingH  of  curions  torm  and 

little  things  are  often  immensely  greater  colour  yon  had  found  by  the  wayside, 

than  their  size  or   appearance  would  yon  would  not  treat  them  in  that  manner 

indicate.  Because  great  things  mt^  often  and  oast  than  aside.    No,  yon  would 

DDderlie  Uttle  things,  we  ^ould  never  keep  them;  and  although  any  one  should 

despise    little    things,  espedally  when  say  they  were  of  no  value,  yon  would  - 

they  come  in  the  way  of  duty.    A  wise  not  believe  them,  because  you  would  be 

man,  who  knows  what  power  and  value  '  thinking  that  at  some  future  time  they 

r  he  enclosed  in  little  bulk,  will  study  would  be  cE  use  to   yon,  though   jtm. 

e  things  and  do  little  duties  as  weU  could  not  then  tell  when  or  how  it 

aa  great,  for  out  of  these  there  have  wtniH  be.    So  httie  things  in  knowledge 

often  come  results  that  have  filled  the  will  all  be  useful  to  you  some  day, 

world  with  their  greatness  and  goodness,  whaterei  they  are,  and  whatever  your 

The  young  especially  require  to  remem-  trade  or  profeaiion  in  life  be.    A  mer- 

ber  this,  because  they  are  the  most  ready,  chut  has  often  a  ra«at  many  kinds  of 

in  Ukit  inexperience  and  ignorance,  to  goods  in  stock  which  he  is  not  immedi.- 

cast  aside  little  things,  ss  something  ately  in  want  of ;  but  he  knows  that  if 

without  interest  and  without  value  to  he  is  at  all  successful  in  business  he  will 

than.    I  trustthat  in  thefewremariu  require  them,  and  so  he  has  them  always 

I  have  to  make  1  may  be  able  tn  interest  ready.    Now  knowledge  is  your  stook- 

you  a  little  more  in  a  few  little  thin^  I  in-tnde  for  life,  and  5  you  are  spared 

shall  mention.  many  years,  you  will  find  a  nse  for  all 

Firtt,  I  shall  say  something  to  you  the  Knowledge  you  ha'ra  acquired,  of 

about  little  beginnings  in  knowledge,  whatever  kind  it  has  been. . 

The  importance  of  these  is  apt  to  be  But  this  is  a  kind  of  stock  which  yon 

ovmlooked  by  the  young  because  they  cannot  get  all  at  once.     It  mnst  be 

seem  to  be  unimportant.      And  they  gathered,  and  that,  too,  by  little  and 

impear  unimportant    to  them  because  little.      Oonmder  how    you  are  made 

t£^  appear  to  be  useless.    To  know  the  acholars,  that  is,  how  you  acquire  such 
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UL  amonnt-of  knowledge  as  fits  you  for  not  allowed  to  enter. .  One  da;  he  toid 

becoming  oseful  membere  of   societf,  her  when  she  returned  to  bring  wiUi  bet 

And  engaging  in  some  profession.    Tbat  a  black  beetle,  a  little  rancid  buttv, 

is  the  work  of  jeani.    But  theee  jetin  h  ball  of  ailk,  a  bUl  of  cord,  and  a  ccdl 

are  made  up  of  montha,  and  weeks,  and  of  rope.    HsTing  procured  thee^  it« 

ereo  daja.    And  how  short  a  day  is,  returned  to  {lie  prison.    The  pecoluritT 

and  s|:^«rentl7  nnimportant;  yet  it  is  of  Uie  Uack  beetle  is,  that  it  is  gmded 

tJte  work  of  these  individual  daya  ac-  by  the  sense  of  smell.    His  wife  noir  pot 

cDmulated   into  years  that  makes   yon  t>  litUe  of  the  rancid  butter  on  Uie  DM 

Bcholars,  and  flte  you  for  the  bueineee  of  of  the  beetle,  and  haring  fastened  to  it 

life.  Bat  coneids  ag«n  how  little  know-  the  end  of  the  ball  of  nilk,  ahe  plticed  it 

ledge  the  movt  diligent  among  yon  can  on  the  wall,  right  nndei  the  wmdov  d 

Bcqmre  in  a  day.  It  is  Tery  little  indeed,  the  cell.    The  beetle  no  sooner  felt  Ua 

But  Beit  day  yon  acquire  as  much  more,  smell  of  Oie  rancid  butter  than  it  went 

and  tlien  you  know  twice  aa  mnch  as  climbing  up  the  wall  in  the  diiection  of 

yon  did  at  the  first.    The  third  day,  Uietmi£,thatwaaalwayBaboTeit,initii 

yon  know  tiiree  times  sb  mnch  aa  on  the  it  reached  the  window,  when  thehW' 

first  day ;  and  in  thia  way  you  go  on  band  got  hold  of  it,  and  W  it  got  bdd 

day  after  day,  adding  litUe  and  little,  of  tlie  ball  of  silk,  with  which  he  dnv 

nntjl  in  a  few  years  yon  are  able  to  up  the  ball  of  cord,  and  witii  the  aai 

go  ont  into  the  world,  to  think  and  act  drew  np  the  coil  of  rope,  and  with  the 

for  yoniselTca.    On  -die  other  hajid,  if  help  of  the  rope  made  his  escape. 

despise  these  little  beginnings  of  Second,  the  importance  of  uttle  ^ 

rlei^e,    consider   what   yon    lose,  and    earnings.      The   same  -gnaafk 

He  little  yott  acquire  to-day  is  foi^prtten  applies  here  sa  in  the  last  inatanca 

bjr  to-morrow,  because   it    seems   bo  'niese  little  gifts    or   eamiDga  vIM 

trifling  ;  the  little  yon  leam  to-morrow  you    sometimes    receiva   are  deemed 

is  forgotten  tor  the  same  reason;  and  unimportant,  because  they  are  »ni>n 

then,  mstead  of  knowing  twice  as  much  '  and  of  little  Tslne.    ffith  tMi  thongtt 

aa  YOU  did  when  yon  began',  you  know  in    their    minds,    children  tee  often 

noOing.    If  yon  go  on  in  this  way  day  squander  what  they  thus  get  M  sM 

after  day  and  year  after  year,  nntfl  yoo  as  it  is  in  their  power,  and  are  rew 

Uare  BchoOl  to  go  out  into  the  world,  with  the   siwne    axgrroifflit  to  do  W 

you  will  find  yonrselTes  aboost  as  ignor-  same  thing  the  next  opportnoilj.    K 

ant  as  when  jou  btrgsa  yonr  education,  you  reason  the  pcwnt  with  ttem,  na 

noA  tiiose  who  have  been  more  earnest  show  them  how,  by  prcsemnf  Bta» 

and  dihgent  than  you  will  nse  you  to  little  gifts  and  eaminga,  tlxj  waua 

help  themselree  on  in  the  World.     Con-  aoon  amoont  to  a  large  earn,  witiivluu 

sider,  too,  what  ws  call  an  intelligent  they  would  be  able  to  benefit  aotontf 

man.     We  do  not  mean  by  that  one  themselves  but  also  otheis,  ther  w 

who  has  an  extenslTo  knowledge  of  one  tell  you  tiat  would  do  Tery  weu  u  » 

subject,  bnt  who  knows  almost  nothiog  was  a  large  sum  they  had  at  o^*  ** 

of  any  other.      An  intelligent  man  is  prestovo.      Now   the   difficul^^."" 

one  who  knows  something  of  a  great  whole  duty  is  met  at  the  b^™*^ 

variety  of  subjects.     His  knowledge  of  I  confeea  yon  would  require  to  ein^ 

any  one  of  these  may  not  be  very  great,  a  Uttle  self-dBnial  in  layisg  f^  'r 

biit  he  knows  a  great  many  m&rent  finrt  Kttle  mm ;  bnt  the  next  ^^? 

■nbiects,  and  is  always  pieMng  up  a  woidd  Hot  require  so  great  ^^™^ 

littfc  here  and  there,  wherever  he  goe«,  becadse  you'  wonld  have. the  ™?P'*? 

amd  on  many  different  things.    There  is  help  yon  that- (here  is  »  Htlfc  '""•''J 

a  story  told  of  a  man  who  once  saved  his  and  now  yon  will  have  twice  «  M*' 

life  by  his  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  aa  when  yonbqtan  to  sarcjovluw 

the  bla<i  beetle,  whieh  he  had  learned  gitta  or  earnings.    Tie  f"""  *"?  I! 

Vfhai  a  boy  at  Bobo<rf.     He  wwi  prime  will  be  still  e«iet  than  the  "J??™? 

minister  in  an  Eastern  comitry,  and  exercise  this  sdf-denial,  and  in  "a*9 

harinl;  fallen  under  the  disjAeaenw  of  you  will  soon  feel  i  desice  to  p[»«" 

hfe  Boreroign,  be  was  pet  in  prison,  what  you  earn,  instead  of  tea"l  « 

HU  wife  used  to  visit  tie  pciain  e^eiy  gMM  effort  to  deny  ysBwelr*  ^ 

d!^;  and  stand  under  the  rnndow  of  kis  aQowing  them  to  acemnidat*  aw 

<Sdl  and  cmveane  with  bim,  as  she  Was  way,  you  #ill  be  snrjrire*  *>  ™" 
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the  eai  ot  tiie  year  to  hov  luge  a.  Bum  it  will  be  difficult  indeed  to  form  it 

t^eee  littles  hiiTe  amounted.    Oat  of  when  yoo.  grow  np,  for  then  yonr  temp- 

thia  BOni  you  will  be  able  to  spend  bo  tations  will  be  itronger  and  more  nomfl- 

maoh  u  mil  retilly  get  somethiuK  liiai  roos  than  tbey  ure  now,    The  Bible  uys, 

will  do  yon  good, — a  little  book,  an  '  He  that  ie  faithful  in  that  which  ia 

article  of  dotliing, — and  also  to  give  least  ia  faithfol  also  in  much ;  and  he 

Bomethiug  to  tbe  caoge  of  miaBions,  uiat  that  is  unjust  in  tiie  least  ia  unjust  also 

will  do  good,  and  of  the  best  kind,  to  in  much.' 

others.      But  if  jou    squander   these        Third,  the  importance  of  Uttla  acts  of 

earnings  as  jou  get  them,  you  are  none  kindness.     I  have  no  doubt  you  will  all 

tho  better  for  it,  and  at  the  end  of  the  admit  that  it.ia  proper  you  should  cnlti- 

year  yon  have  notliing  with  which  to  do  rate  a  kind  and  obliging  diapositioa 

good,  either  to  yourselves  or  others.  towards  every  one.     Sut  while  many 

Now  there  are  two  advantages  to  be  profess  auch  a  spirit,  there  are  a  great 

gained  from  this  habit  of  saving  your  many  who  do  not  show  it.     Admitting, 

fittle  earnings : — 1.   It  will  give  you  however,  that  you  both  profess   and 

Ctci  opportnnities  of  doing  good.     I  practise  such  a  spirit,  there  la  gomething 

ot  mean  to  say  that  you  cannot  do  morewhichlwant.andthatia  principle. 

good  unlesa  you  have  money  at  your  Y9U  may  profess  to  have  such  a  epirit 

command.    'Hiat  is  not  tme,  for  all  of  for  the  aake  of  character,  and  you  may 

you  can  do  good,  however  little,  in  practise  such  a  spirit  for  the  aake  of 

some  way  or  other.    But  I  mean  that  reward,  and  all  the  time  there  may  be 

in  thia  way  you  would  have  opportuni-  no  principle  in  your  conduct ;  for  when 

ties  of  doing  more  good  than  yon  would  yon  are  under  no  restraint  for  the  sako 

otherwise  have.     Tliia  is  bnt  refuting  of  these  things,  another  and  very  difier- 

yoa  with  your  own  argument.     Yoa  ent  spirit  sometJmee  appears-     Thia  ia 

say  yoa  cannot  do  much  jP^  because  a  small  matter,  yoa  may  think,  and 

it  is  not  in  your  power.     If  it  ia  in  the  scarcely  worth  noticing ;  bnt  small  aa 

way  of  giving,  you  try  to  escape  by  it  is,  it  has  its  importanoe.     A  kind 

saying  that  we    little    yon  can   give  look,  a  kind  word,  or  a  kind  act  has 

would  make  no  difference.    Bnt  how-  often  been  productive    of    great  and 

ever  little  you  can  give,  it  will  do  some  lasting  good ;  and  how  little  it  costs  I 

good ;  and  in  the  way  I  have  stated  Now  I  wish  you  to  cultivate  this  kind 

yon  may  do  something  which  yon  think  and  obliging  disposition  among  your- 

will  do  some  good.    I  once  knew  a  little  selves.    In  your  own  little  family  circks, 

boy  who  received  a  halfpenny  every  and  amongst  your  companions,  are  tha 

Sabbath  morning  from  an  uncle  of  bis,  places    where    it   is    most   frequent^ 

and  as  regularly  ns  he  received  it  he  needed,  and  it  is  where  it  is  to  oa 

put  it  in  a  little  missionary-box.    At  learned  or  unlearned.     It  is  in  such 

the  end  of  the  year,  when  these  half-  places  as  these  that  you  show  what  yoni 

pennies  came  to  be  counted  out,  they  real  diaposition  is,  becauae  you  are  under 

amoOQted  to  the  sum  of  two  slullings  no  restraint  there,  and  under  no  temp- 

and  twopence.    That  was  the  unount  tation  to  appear  to  be  anything  elsa 

of  the  little  weekly  gift  he  received  of  a  than  what  you  are.     The  little  favonrs 

halfpenny.     2.   It   will   learn   yon   the  that   are  asked   of  tbe   one  from   the 

habit  of  economy  when  you  are  youi^.  ether  bring  out  the  real  spirit  that  is  in 

It  is  the  boy  that  makes  the  man  ;  and  yon,  and  wiU  make  you  better  or  worae, 

just  aa  you  value  a  penny  now,  so  wiQ  and  form  the  outlinea  of  the  character 

you  Talne  a  shiiliug  when  you  grow  to  yon  will  bear  when  you  grow  up  to  be 

manbood.     If  you  are  careful  of  the  men  and  women.    The  fact  that  these 

little  money  you  have  now,  you  are  things  are  so  little  is  no  excuse  for  not 

likely  to  be  so  of  a  larger  snm  when  doing  them.    It  ought  rather  to  be  an 

Eou  grow  up ;  but  if  you  waste  what  argument  In  their  favour,  that  since 

ttle  yon  have  now,  you  are  likely  to  they  demand  so  little  saci^ce'  on  your 

prove  bad  stewards  of  what  you  may  part,  and  so  much  good  may  be  done  by 

poiqesB  afterwards.    When  you  are  un-  liiem,  yoa  should  be  the  more  ready  ^ 

faitiifnl  to  yonr  own  interests,  there  la  do  them. 

great  fear  that  you  will  not  serve  your        From  these  seemingly  trifling  things 

nuuteiB  to  bett^  advantage.     If  this  let  us  see  what  good  may  arise  to  yonr- 

ItaUt  of  economy  iSDOtfon^  in  youth,  selvea.   1.  You  learn  the  habit  of  acting 
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from  a  principle  or  law  ri  kindiiesti.  and  the  Uttie  deception  is  pnctued  la 
This  principle  is  something  worth  g&in-  ,  gain  some  mean    and  worthier  eni 

ing.    A  boy  may  profees  to  be  kind-  Yon  maj  indulge  all  theae,  as  ninf 

hefuied,  I  hare  said,  for  the  iake  of  a  children  do,  and  be  utterly  onconBdoiu 

good   character,    and   may   do   a   kind  of  the  great  evil  you  are  doing  to  Tonr- 

deed  now  and  then  for  the  sake  of  a  wires,  and  perhaps  to  others  eiso.    Sb 

reward,  and  yet  nerer  act  from  principle  is  like  the  eabtle  poison,  that  first  Inlb 

— a  real  desire  to  do  any  one  a  kind  turn,  with  its  swoetnera,  and  then  killa  with 

You  will  the  more  readily  leam  this  its  bittemess. 

jmnciple    among    yourselree,    because        GonsideT  some  of  the  consequencta  ot 

there  yon  are  comparatiTely  free  from  thefie    little    Bins: — I.    They   are  bad 

any  unworthy  motires  to   act  kindly,  habits,    and   though  they   seem  to  be 

A  real  desire  to  be  kind  and  obliging  to  trifling,  they  will  grow  upon  you  yn& 

others  is  the  only  motive  that  should  fearfnl   rapidity.      You   must  all  have 

prompt   all  your  httle   acts  of   good-  felt  how  easy  it  is  to  learn  to  do  eri], 

doing ;  and  when  they  spring  from  that  and  bow  difficult  it  is  to  learn  to  do 

alone,  they  cover  jyoutt  with  a  beauty  well.    The  Boil  from  wbioh  these  little 

that  wins  the  admiration  kdA  esteem  of  sinB  spring,  yoor  own  corrnpt  hearto,  ii 

alL    2.  If  you  cultivate  this  habit  at  very  favourable  for  their  growth.  There 

school  and  at  home,  it  wiU  remain  with  are  no  plants  that  ^^ow  so  ramdlf  asd 

you  when  you  go  ont  into  the  world  vigorously  as  weeds.     The  good  seed  ol 

amongst  your  friends  and  naghbours,  truth  and  right^ouanesB  requires  canful 

and  become  yonr  character  in  manhood  mltiration  to  make  it  grow  and  flourish, 

and  womanhood.    S.  A  kind  deed  begets  but  the  noxious  weeds  of  emv  and  erS 

another  in  return.    If  yoa  are  kind  to  will  grow  and  sti«ugthea  of  their  ovn 

otha^s,  it  will  have  the  effect  of  opening  accord.  It  reqairee  diligence  and  irateh- 

their  hearts  to   yon.     A  kindly  spirit  fulness  and  sof-denial  to  grow  in  gooj- 

has  a  OMitagiouB  influence,  for  it  not  nees.     These  little  sins  may  seem  it 

only  awakens  the  kindness  of  those  to  first  to  be  feeble,  yet,  if  atloTed  to  go 

irttom  yoa   are  kind,   but  leads  those  on,  they  will  gain  strength  every  dKf, 

who  are  looking  on  to  f<^ow  yonr  ex-  nntO  in  a  short  time  you  will  £Ildy01l^ 

ample.    It  was  in  this  way  that  Christ  selves  so  completely  in  th^  pow«r,  (hat 

£iat  won  onr  lore.    He  loved  ns  first  yoa  cannot    oreak  from  their  gnup. 

with  a  pure  aud  unselfish  love,  and  that  When  yon  let  thmi  grov  into  hattis, 

love,  touching  our  hearts  with  the  fire  they  ai«  like  the  strong  aud  raann 

of  its   own   spirit,   kindled  np  in  our  rope  that  holds  ttie  ship  securely  against 

hwrts  a  returning  love  to  Hun.     '  We  the  ewdl  and  sweep  of  the  wiM  and 

love  Him,'  says  the  apostle,  '  who  first  wares.    Did  you  ever  see  one  of  these 

lored  ns.'  large  thick  ropes  that  are  used  in  laige 

fourth,  the  importance  of  Httle  mm.  ships  ?    Well,  it  b  made  up  of  a  nmnber 

I  suppose  yoa  will  all  admit  that  littte  of  small  ropes  twisted  tt^Btha'   ^>^ 

sins  may  be  productire  of  great  evil,  of  these  small  ropes  is  made  up  of  s 

and  that  that  is  sufficient  to  -mxa  us  number  of  cords  tiristed  ti«ether,uid 

agKust  thetn.    The  little  sins  against  each  t^  these  cords  is  made  up  ef  * 

which  I  wish  to  warn  rou  are  such  as  number   of   fibres   or    threads   twitted 

the  little  oalh,  the  htUe  lU,  the  little  together.    Now  if  you  bAo  these  filrM 

theji,    the  little   deception.      These   are  singlyjjou  might  break  any  one  of  than 

dns    which    many    yoang    people   are  with  a  slight  effort.     Put  two  bother, 

guilty  of,  and  eepedally  among  tham-  and  it  woidd  require  a  slnmger  effort 

selves.     I  have  known  children  belong-  to   break   them;    and    three   together 

ing  to  the  bettor  class  of  society  guilty  wonld  require  a  still  atrtmgar  efiort  to 

of  these  sins, — children  who  had  the  ei-  break  them;    and  when  you  twist* 

ample  and  teaching  of  better  things  set  greater  number  together,  yoa  find  il  u 

before  them  at  home.     The  httle  oath,  almost,  if  not  altogether,  impoaaib^to 

they  think,  gives  a  colouring  of  boldness  your  strength   fo  break  them.    Wbea 

ftnd    detenoinatiou  to  their  conduct ;  the  litUe  cords  are  twisted  inte  one  rf 

tite  httle  lie  is  often  spoken  to  create  the  little  ropes,  a  mui  cannot  bieii 

amusement ;  the  little  tiieft  is  of  some-  them  witti  aJ!  hia  strength ;  arid  »h» 

thing  which  they  think  so  worthless  the  little  ropes  are  twisted  into  ene 

that  it  can  scarcely  be  called  stealing ;  large  thick  rope,  even  the  stmnig  sl^ 
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rooked  to  and  fio  od  the  top  of  tiio  are  a  great  11UU17  people,  both  jonng 

w&rea,  ctknnot  break  it.     WeU,  when  and  old,  that  try  to  ezcuHe  thw'  sina  t^ 

you  are  first  guilt;  of  these  little  ana,  calling  them  little  sins,  and  barmleM 

you  may  break  away  from  them  by  a  Bins,  and  aoch  like  nsmee.    But  thc^ 

slight  effort ;  but  when  you  repeat  them  fo^et  the  fact  th&t  they  are  still  bIdb, 

again  and  again,  the;  require  a  stronger  and  that  is  what  God  lodu  upon.     The 

and  Btill  stronger  effort  to  break  them  little  boy  who  refuses  to  do  his  father'a 

off ;  and  if  this  ie  not  done,  tiiej  will  wiU  Bhows  the  same  spirit  of  evil  that 

grow  into  habits  so  strong,  that  70U  eon  the  youth  does  who  leavM  his  father's 

oever  after  break  away  fi«m  them.    2.  house  and  spends  his  substance  iu  riot- 

You  know  not  what  eril  you  may  be  ous  living.     It  is  the  same  between  you 

doing  to  otheia  by  these  little  sine,  and  your  Heavenly  Father.  ~  What  yoa 

The  influence  of  example  is  a   great  call  a  little  sin  shows  the  same  spirit  of 

power  in  teaohing  others.    If  you  have  evil,  in  the  sight  of  God,  that  the  ereat 

teamed  any  of  tbeee  bad  habLta,  if  you  sin  in  the  man  does.    Beware  of  the 

think  for  a  moment  you  will  remember  world's  judgment  of  what  are  little  and 

you  learned  them  from  the  example  of  what  are  great  sins.     It  is  often  a  very 

others.     The  same  influence  is  going  false  jud^eut.     Do  you  think  that, 

forth  from  your  example  which    you  if  any  of  you  were  guilty  of  uttering  an 

have  felt  from  others  ;  and  the  example  oath  or  comniitting  a  theft,  olheis  would 

of  one  of  these  little  sins,  as  you  think  consider  you  the  beet  judge  whether  it 

them,  may  leave  its  poisonous  root  in  was  a  great  sin  or  a  lit^e  sin?     Ah, 

another  that  may  prove  the  means  of  no ;  and  neither  does  God  oonaider  na 

his  rain  in  this  world  and  also  in  that  fit  judges  whether  our  dns  are  little  or 

which  is  to  come.     A  little  leak  will  great,      iij  dear   children,  remember 

sink  the  ship  if  it  is  not  stopped;   a  Qua  solemn  truth,  about  all  your  sins: 

single  spark  may  fire  the  train  that  will  there  is  only  one  punishment  appointed 

blow  the  house  to  atoms.    A  little  spark  to  all,  be  they  big  or  little  sins, — the 

once  set  a  great  American  forest  on  fire,  wrath  of  God.    It  is  with  God  we  have 

and  the  conflagration  spread  for  milea  all  to  do  at  last,  and  it  is  His  judgment 

around,   destroying    everything    in   its  of  our  mns  we  should  constantly  keep 

way.     One  Uttte  sm  has  Med  uie  world  befrae  our  minds,  and  not   our  own 

wiUl  aonow  and  death.    From  tiie  eat-  opinion  <^  them.    We  are  all  too  ready 

ing  of  the  forbidden  fruit  by  Eve  in  the  to  pay  more  respect  to  what  man  thinks 

garden  of  Eden,  there  have  sprung  all  of  us  than  to  what  God  thinks  of  us, 

the  forms  of  evil  in  the  worid,  all  the  and  that  leads  us  into  numy  an  evil 

anguish  and  the  woe  that  from  age  to  from  which  otherwise  we  would  be  free. 
age  have  oppressed  nmnldnd.      Look        I  trust  yon  will  keep  in  mind  the 

around  you  and  think  of  the  enormotu  little  things  about  which  I  have  been 

evil  you  see  everywhere, — man  killing  speaking  to  you,  and  in  after  years,  if 

their  fellow-men,  brother  hating  brother,  God  spate  you,  I  am  sure  you  will  aE 

and  sister  hating  sister, — all  springing  feel  bow  iniportant  they  are.      Those 

from  the  one  httle  sin  of  eating  the  for-  who  have  neglected  them  will  feel  their 

bidden  fruit.    3.  The   guilt    of   these  importance  in  the  loss  they  have  bos- 

little  sins  is  as  sufficient  to  destroy  your  tajned,  and  thoee  who  have  improved 

soul  as  the  guilt  of  gteat  sins.    There  them  in  the  blessing  they  have  gained. 
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__.      The  Synod  Eonaists  of  five  ptesbj- 

teriea — namely,  Berwick,  Catliile,  Lanca-  delivered  an  address,  in  which  he  reviewed 

shire,  Newcastle,  and  Lundon,  camprising  the  leading  ecdetiasiical  events  of  the  laat 

106  congregations  and   IB.TM  membera.  thirty  yean. 

The  total  amoanl  raised  by  tbem  for  all  The  Synod  resamed,  Tuesday,  October 

{larpoBea  was  £54,206.    The  Synod  was  18,  Bev.  Dr.  M'Lcod,  moderator,  presiding. 
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Tsi  DMiOM  arastioR.  Engli^   PrubjteiUni  could  Tuaiij  bg 

Tbs  Bev.  a.  Bu-t  (S«veMtle)  gave  cont^t  to  wcspl  the  Utt  rote  bi  •  asiu 

notice,  Uiat  whsu  the  qoeitioD  of  Daioa  defioitive  ftnairer  to  their  orertnTci,  i?  for 

with    the   EngliBh   FreBbjteiian   Church  no  other  reuoii  than  that  the  vote  waiM 

came  before  the  Sjnod,  he  would  uiotb  :  narrow.      Soaner   or   later,   the   Engliih 

'That  thii  ^nod  agrees  to  memorialiaa  Preibyterian  Church  had  Bome  brotheilj 

the  G«Deral  S^nod,  to  meet  In  Edinburgh  claim   to    know.   In    a    EomeRhst   mora 

in  Hay  1675,  to  proeeed  at  onee  to  the  definite  way,  and  b;  a  larger  and  more 

coninmmatioQ  of  nnlon  with  the  BngHah  neiled  expreuion  of  mind,  whether  Cfaej 

Pretbjteiian   Charch,   on  the   rian   laid  wtahed  to  soon  with  the  matter  ortolesx 

before  the  Synod  at  It*  but  iBeeiiiig,'    He  it  alone.     Dr-  DjkM  then  entered  upoD  t 

wonld  alio  more  Utat  the  nut  iMMng  of  losg  and  intereiHus  review  of  the  poeition 


Sjnod  be  held  in  Edinborgh  on  Hi^  18^  vhich  he  conceired  was  held  in  England 
ISfS,  in  clau-room  6  of  Queen  btreet  hj  the  Chnrch  to  which  he  belonged 
Hall,  at  8  AJi.,  to  take  inch  ateps  anent     duelling  upon  the  importanee  of  am 
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qaettion  of   Union  aa   the  deci^loA  haTina    become,   as    he    maintained,  ^_ 

the    General    Synod    might    render  Bngliah    Preabyteriaii    Church,  and  not 

neceua^.  merely  a  FreBbyterian  Church  in  E^elind. 

The  Ber.  R.  BaDPArK  (London)  aaid  Tbtj  felt  more  and  more  that  the  brid|g 

he  intended  to  moTe  on  the  diacuuion  on  aaroii  the  Tweed  had  been  broken,  and 

the   lame  qneition :     '  ^at    thin  Bjnod,  that  their  nhipi  were  burnt,  and  that  ihej 

iriiila  deiirouj  of  union  with  the  Bngliah  were  now   GngUahmen,   though  bitberlo 

Preibytarian  Churoh,  deems  it  nnwlM  to  the  miniitry  wai  incidentally  and  aceideik- 

oaII  for  a  reconsideraUoD  of  thii  queation  tally  eompoaed  of  men  from  Sco^Mld  ud 

BO  BOOS  after  the  Sapreme  C«aH  had  giren  the  North  of  Ireland.    Their  Cboceh  nnM 

a  deeiiion   upon   it,   n^om  fiptciallj  u  ineTitablr  drift  farther  and  farther  Jrom 

there  has  been  no  change  in  ^e  circuin,-  the  Scotch  connection,  in  proportion  m  il 

■tances,  and  a  little  dcljay  may  apta  up  stmck  iti  roots  further  down  and  begui 

the  way  to  a  union  in  which  all  can  agree.'  to  take  the  flavour  of  ttie  soil,  at  Enguili- 

DBPnTi.TiON  VROM  THB  BHOLiBH  pBEiBT-  men  Were  reared  for  its  ministry,  and  u 

TiBiiir  BTHOD.  it  contained  congregations  with  two-thirda 

The  TteT.  Dr.  Oswald  Dykes,  who,  nith  three-fourths,  and  sometimes  focr-QfUuet 

I>r.  W.   Chalmers   and   Mr.    George   B.  pnra  English  blood. 

Bruce,  had  been  appointed  ai  a  deputation  

to  the  Synod  from  the  Synod  of  the  Eng-  WeAiada^,  14tA  Oet«ter. 

litb  Presbyterian  Chnrch,  was  iniro^nced  The  Synod lesomed  to-day  iuBmaswid 

by    Hr.    Uraham    (Lirerpool),   and    ex-  Street    Obai«b— the   Ker.   Dr.   Hlieod, 

pressed    regret    at    the   inabiUtv  of   his  Claugbton,  moderator. 

coUeagnei  to  be  prsient.     Beferring  to  pbssbitkbian  dhiom'  in  SKaLUCi). 

the  Union,  he  said   the  qnestion  of  the  The  Synod  tooknp  an  oTerturafromllie 

future  of  the  two  Chnrchea  was  at  tbis  Presbytery  of  Lancashire  on  the  sabjcct 

moment,  to  his  mind,  in  an  exceedingly  of  the  union  of  the  congregations  of  li* 

grave  and  delicate,  and  he  might  almost  United  Preibyterian  Chnrch  in  Endinl 

say  critical,  condition.     Speaking  for  the  with  the  Enriish  Presbyterian  Church. 

English  Pteabjteriao  Church,  be  said  the  The  Rev.  w.  Gxabau,  LiTerpooI,  np- 

Bttitude    of    that    Church    was    at   that  ported  the  overture  from  the  Presbfteiy 

moment  one  of  silence  and  oF  expectancy,  of  Lancashire.    He  addressed  himielf  to 

Thii  was  ^nite  nccessorr,  when  ne^otia-  the  obstacio  of  union  slated  in  the  reiala- 

Uons,  oorried  on  for  a  long  time  m  an  tion  of  the  General  Synod,   and  replied 

apparently  hopeful  manner,  were  brought  especially  to  the  minority  in  the  Engliso 

to  a  Gudden,  and,  so  for  as  his  Churcb  was  Synod.    He  pointed  oat  that  the  msjoritv 

concerned,  an  unexpected  termination,  by  of  their  brethren  in  England  had  decided 

the  narrow  Tote  of  the  last  Synod  of  the  for  the  union,  and  the  Genetoi  Synod  de- 

Uuited  Presbyterian   Church.      He   was  cided  for  it  on  the  ground  of  principle, 

bound   to  respect,  and  his  brethren  re-  andaaidio  the  minority, 'We,  too,  deiiie 

spected,   the  motives   and    conscientious  it.'      "What,   then,   hindered  the   nnionf 

views   and  opinions   of  those  whose  in-  Simply  the  dissent  of  the  minority  in  En|- 

ability  to  enter  into  union  bad  brought  lan^    He  asked  them  kindly  and  fcuiU^, 

the  present  arrest  upon  ii ;  but  it  was  vain  Was  that  a  position  which  tbey  conld  long 

to  conceal  the  fact,  that  tbey  of  the  &ug-  maintain  ?     He  for  one  should  not  like  W 

lish  Presbyterian  Church  did  receive  last  stand  in  the  way  of  a  clear  majorily  of  his 

year's  vote  with  some  measure  of  disap-  brethren  and  the  unanimitj  of  the  Oeneril 

pointmeni    and    discouragement.      Thej  Synod;  he  should  not  think  it  tobifi' 

were  still  anxious  for  union,  on  a  good,  or  kind,  and  he  should  certunly  feel  it  to 

durable,    and   satisfacioiy    basis.      The  bo  not  comfortable.    Was  there  anyUiuig 
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exceptional  in  the  posiiion  of  the  EDglish     may  open  np  •  vay 

miniltitj  to  ssDction  the  stand  ttiej  had 

taken  in  the  matter  ?    There  naa  much  in 

his  friends  themselTes— in  their  aelf-denial, 

their  eameBt  work,  their  high  character, 

and  their   manifold   talent — niDch   every 

waj.    But  where  wai  this  minorilj  placed 

locally?     It   lay  mainlj  in   the  legiona 

north  of  Dorbam,   and  eien  there  the 

minority  waB  in  a  divided  state.    Belc 

that  line  in  all  England,  which 


in  which 

Mr.    FiBEBM,   Stamfoidham,   seconded 
the  ameadment,  arguing  in  favour  of  com- 

ance  of  historical  connections. 

Dr.  M'Ksnaow  supported  Mr.  Bell's 
motion. 
-Mr.  HoBKOUN  (elder),  London,  as  an 
English  layman,  said  that  the  stambling- 
reiy  block  in  the  way  of  the  reception  of  Ftes- 
It  at,  byterianism  was  its  Scotch  connection; 
there  was  all  bnt  absolnte  nnanimity  for  as,  while  they  admired  the  beauty  and 
the  nnion.  He  bad  not  in  the  least  seen  advantages  of  PresbjterianiBm,  they  had 
anything  that  would  infringe  npOD  the  no  desire  to  serve  themselves  heira  to  the 
rights  or  feelings  of  his  brethren,  hut  he  disputes  in  ecclesiastical  matters  which 
put  the  question  to  them.  Should  Berwick     had  agitated  Scotland  for  centuries. 

'      '  .■        ■    ..         ■  ..  j^^^    MiLLiGiB,    Houghton-le-Sprlng, 


and  other  congregations  in  the  neighbt 
hood,  which  were  really  and  geographically 
Scotch,  decide  for  London  and  Manchester 
and  Liverpool  ?  Wouldthey  for  a  moment 
think  it  to  be  statesmanlike,  that  a  few 
congregations  away  in  the  Hebrides,  or 
-      t   Cape   Wrath,  in  Caithness,  should 


supported    Mr.    Bedpath's 
challenged  the  majority  to  point  oat  what 
circnmstauces  had  occurred  to  justify  them 
in  going  to  the  General  Synod  and  asking 
them  to  reverse  their  decision. 
Dr.  CiutKH,  Berwick- on -Tweed,  s 


dominate  over  the   policy   of  the   whole     felt  that  the  revival  of  this  question  made 


Free  Cbnrch  of  ScoiUod  over  its  breadth 
in  a  qnestion  of  this  kind,  but  more  espe- 
cially when  these  Cape  Wrath  and  Heb- 
rides congregations  were  divided  among 
themselves  on  the  qnestion  ?  If  there  was 
any  irony  in  the  words  he  used,  it  came 
from  the  essential  irony  of  the  sjtuation 
itself.     In  the  event  of  •  the  English  r'-- 


it  necessary  ti 


for  □ 


e  the  negotiations 


rjty  n 


iliog 


I,  he  still 


advocated  the  keeping  alive  of  the  ques. 
tion,  in  the  hope  of  making  conversions  at 
headquarters. 

Mr.  Itfn.i.F.it,  Hammersmith,  spoke  in 
support  of  a  similar  overture  from  bis  ses- 
sion and  congregation,  transmitted  by  the 
Presbytery  of  London, 

Mr.  Beli.,  Newcastle,  moved;  'That 
this  Synod  agrees  very  respectfully  to 
memorialize  the  General  Synod  (to  meet 
in  Edinburgh  in  18;S)  to  reconsider  their 
decision  of  last  year,  and  to  proceed  to 
the  consummation  of  union  with  the  Eng- 
lish Presbyterian  Cbnrch,  on  the  plan  laid  of  thi 
before  the  Synod  at  its  last  meeting.'  -  He     might 


Mr.  Thoubon,  Newcastle,  as  an  English 
minister,  said  he  could  not  accept  Mr. 
Bell's  motion ;  and  that  the  duty  of  this 
Synod  was  not  to  go  to  the  General 
Synod  for  an  immediate  consummation  of 
the  nnion  with  another  Church,  but  rather 
to  obtain  harmony  amongst  themselves. 
He  moved;  'That  this  Synod  appoint  a 
committee  to  consider  wheiher  any  modi- 
fications, acceptable  to  the  English  Freshy- 
lerians,  can  be  made  npon  the  proposed 
scheme,  which  maj  meet  the  conscientious 
objections  of  those  who  cannot  accept  the 
said  scheme.' 

Dr.  EDMOim,  London,  supported  Mr. 
Bell's  motion,  bnt  suggested  that  a  con- 
ference should  be  held,  as  suggested  by 
Mr.  Thomson. 

Mr.  S.  SirrrCelder),  Liverpool,  approved 
but  suiigeE^ted  that  a  rider 
'  ■     Mr.  Beirs  i "   - 


jostiSed  the'  re-opening  of  the  qnestion  the  effect  of  re-appointing  the  Committee 

on  the  ground  that  the  divisions  among  on  Union,  to  consult  and  travel  with  the 

Presbyterians  in  England,   and  to  some  Union  Committee  in  the  English  Presby- 

extent  even  the  negotiations   for    union,  terian  Church. 

had  stopped  the  work  of  church  extension  Mr.  Leitcr,  Newcastle,  moved,  ai  an   . 

by  United  Presbyterians  in  England.  addition  to  Mr.  Bell's  motion  ;  '  That  the 

Dr.  Simpson,  Derby,  seconded  the  mo-  Synod  re-appoint  the  Union  Committee, 

tion.  to  confer  with  the  Committee  of  the  Eng- 

Mr.  Redpath,  London,  moved:  'Thnt  lish  Presbyterian  Chutcb,  to  see  if  any 

this  Synod,  while  desirous  of  anion  with  modification  can  be  made  on  the  scheme  of 

the  English  Presbyterian  Church,  deems  Union,  which  would  make  it  more  accept- 

it   nnwise  to  renew  the  consideration  of  able  to  the  minority  of  our  own  English 

this  qnestion  so  soon  after  the  Supreme  Synod.' 

Court  has  given  a  decision  upon  it,  more  When  the  Synod  divided,  there  voted 

especially  as  there  has  been  no  change  in  for  Mr.  Bell's  motion,  59  ;  Mr.  Redpath's, 

the  circumstances,  and  as  a  little  delay  IS;  Mr.  Thomson's,  13;  Mr.  Leitch's,  5. 
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The  two  laat  motioni  were  then  dropped, 
tad  a  aecoDd  rote  wm  taken  between  Ur. 
Ball'a  and  Mr.  Bcdpsth's  moOon.  The 
reinK  waa— Mr.  Bell's  motion,  68 ;  Mr. 

ath't,  SI ;  majority 

e  Bjnod  then  adjoarned. 

Thursday,  1S(A  Oelobtr. 

The  Sjnod  met  again  to-day— Dr, 
MXeod,  moderator.  The  Sjnod  adapted 
the  following  rewlntion :— 'This  STnod 
re-appointB  Ita  Union  Committee,  to  con- 
Bider  whether  any  modiQcations  accept- 
able to  the  English  Presbyterians,  and 
not  iaconEistent  with  the  main  prindplet 
of  the  Chnrch  plan  proposed,  can  be  made 
npon  the  sud  plan,  so  as  to  meet  the  con- 
gcientioDi  objections  of  those  nho  are 
opposed  to  it  aa  it  noir  standi.' 

It  was  agreed  that  the  next  meeUng  of 
the  Synod  shonLd  be  held  in  LiTerpool,  in 
October  1BT5,  and  to  call  s  special  meeting 
of  the  Synod,  if  occasion  required,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Gleneial  Synod  in  May  next. 

The  BcT.  Dr.  gmraOH,  of  Derby,  was 
elected  moderator  for  the  next  year. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Dodd  of  ITewry,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Iriih  General  Aisembly,  stated 
that  that  body  had  appointed  a  meeting 
to  resist  the  aggressions  of  Borne  in  Eng- 
land.    He  said  he  had  come  to  the  S?n^ 


in  the  hope  of  interesting  that  and  othtr 
Fresbylerian  bodiea  In  the  coantry  in 
or^niiing  lectures  and  meellcgl  to  oppose 
Bitnalism  and  Bomaaism. 

It  was  agreed  to  appoint  a  commillse 
to  consider  whether  any  action  should  be 
practicable  between  the  Irish  Fresb^teriic 
Synod  and  the  naited  Presbyterian  Spoil 
in  regard  to  the  matter. 

The  MoDBsitoK  said  ;  We  are  st  ace 
with  yon  in  thinking  that  Bomanismii  a 
bad  thing ;  we  are  at  one  with  joa  in 
thinking  that  it  onght  to  be  opposed;  bst 
in  Lancashire  we  have  a  great  difficolt;, 
which  in  the  North  of  Ireland  jon  per- 
haps cannot  appreciate.  We  are,  io  tbe 
most  secret  manner,  in  matters  Wncbing 
the  advancement  of  trnth  in  everyrespect, 
and  touching  the  incTcaae  of  temperance, 
opposed  by  a  Timlent,  wicked,  politicil 
conspiracy  called  Orangeism ;  and  va 
could  never  be  parties  to  any  moTemenl 
that  wonld  bring  ns,  eren  in  the  slighlal 
way,  into  fellowship  with  the  Ofange  con- 
spiracy in  Lancashire.  I  want  to  laj 
that  with  frankness,  because  if  it  is  I 
moTement  outside  of  thai,  if  it  is  a  nrnTe- 
ment  of  Christian  trtith,  a  nHxenest  of 
aggression  b;  Christian  principle  sitd 
right  use  of  Christian  means,  we  vil 
at  one  with  joo  in  opposing  Borne. 


PRE8BYTERIAL  PBOCEEDINQS. 


Aanandr^. — This  presbytery  met  at 
Ecclefechan  on  the  Gtb  Oct.— the  Bev. 
Wm.  Button,  moderator.  Beferringtortio 
case  of  Walcrbecfc,  the  presbytery  agreed 
to  record  that  they  reserve  Mr.  Ooodbam's 
claim  to  parlicipale  in  the  benefits  of  the 
Aged  aDd  InBrm  Afinistera'Fund.  Messrs. 
Dickson  and  Common  presented  certiG- 
cates  of  their  attendance  at  last  session 
of  the  Divinity  Hall.  After  giving  a 
satisfactory  accoont  of  the  lectures  at- 
tended, Mr.  Dickson  had  subjects  of  dis. 
courses  and  examinations  prescribed,  and 
Mr.  Common  was  traoBferred  to  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Lanark.  Mr.  Ballantyne  was 
appointed  examiner  in  theology.  Bead 
an  extract  minute  of  the  Home  Mission 
Committee,  approving  of  Mr.  Bickion's 
re-engagement  at  Wamphray,  and  of  his 
■alan  being  increased  £5.  Appointed 
the  aispensation  of  the  ordinance  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  to  take  place  in  Wamphray 
Congregation  on  the  fourth  Sabbath  of 
November, — Mr.  Ronald  lo  preaide,  and 
Mr.  HoEton  to  conduct  the  fast-day  ser- 
vice. The  presbytery  considered  the 
Synod's  remit  on  Evangelistic  Effort  and 
Home  Evangeliaation,  and  agreed,  as  fast 
year,  to  recommend  to  the  different  ses- 
sions to  hold  a  weeb-of  meetings  for  thia 


eling  of 
le  viut, 


purpose.      Appointed    i 

presbytery  to  be  held  it . 

on  the  Tuesday  after  the  third  Sabbatli 
of  December  next,  when  the  rejKirt  od 
Theological  Training,  and  the  remit  at  (o 
the  Bevised  Draft  Hymn-Book,  irill  De 
considered. 

Arbroaili This  prBshyteryiiielsl.it- 

broath  on  8th  September — the  Ber.  Alei. 
Sorley,  moderator  pro  lem.  It  was  slated 
that  parcels,  coDtniiiing  a  eonsidereUe 
number  of  copies  of  the  Pastoral  AddreM 
prepared  by  the  Synod's  ConilBilteo  on 
Beligions  Revival  and  EvangehslioWoA, 
had  been  sent  to  the  different  congrega- 
tions in.,.tho  presbytery  foe  diitribolios. 
In  reply  to  a  commnnication  scot  to  the 
Home  Mission  Board  on  bebalf  of  tli< 
congregationofMnirton,  a  letter  was  read 
from  the  Board,  expressing  their  nmptibT 
with  that  congregation  in  their  dejira/or 
the  continued  enjoyment  of  gospel  pn"- 
leges,  and  in  their  efforts  to  obtain  a  n^- 
oesaor  to  their  late  pastor,  and  sgreeing  a 
the  circumstances  to  grant  them  the  maxi- 
mum supplement.  The  presbyleTj  agrwd 
to  record  their  satisfaction  with  this  result. 
The  presbytery  were  then  engsged  fcr 
some  time  discussing  arrangements  wlicti 
had  been  proposed  in  teganl  to  the  con- 
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gregation  of  Letbam,  ia  tli«  coam  of 
which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clark  roae,  and  inti- 
mated that,  nndat  all  the  circumstaQcei  ia 
which  be  wae  now  placed,  be  had  come  to 
the  decision  to  la;  the  resignation  of  hii 
charge  of  the  congrsgatioD  of  Letham  oa 
the  table  of  the  prosbftery,  and  he  now 
tendered  it  accordingly.  The  presbytery, 
oa  hearing  this  statement,  reaolred  that 
the  resignation  lie  od  the  table  meaatima, 
and  Mr.  Campbell  was  appointed  to 
preach  to  Letham  Congregatii 
14th  September,  and  make  '  '' 
the  resignatiOD  of  their  miDiscer,  ana 
summon  them  to  apgear  before  next  meet- 
ing of  presbytery,  on  6th  October.  —  Thia 
presbytery  met  again,  on  the  6lh  of  Oc- 
tober, in  Montrose — the  Rev.  Hugh  Aird, 
moderator.  Mr.  D.  Buihb,  student  of  the 
third  year,  was  duly  attested  frbm  the 
Hall,  and  at  his  request  a  certificate  of 
transference  wot  granted  him  to  the 
Melrose  Presbytery,  within  whose  bonnds 
he  hai  gone  to  reside.  Copies  of  draft 
Hymn-Book  were  laid  on  the  table  and 
diitribnted  to  members.  Discnision  re- 
serTed  for  another  meeting.  The  annual 
schedule  aaeat  the  contribution  for  the 
Synod's  Gieneral  Pnnd  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  attention  of  congregations 
was  called  to  the  subject.  A  petition 
was  read  from  the  eoDgr^tion  of  Muir- 
ton,  requesting  modeiaiian  in  a  call  on  aa 
early  day.  Messrs.  David  Milne  and  John 
Smith  appeared  as  commissioners,  and 
stated  that  the  stipend,  iDolnding  supple- 
ment, would  be  £150  and  a  manse. 
Agreed  to  grant  moderation,  and  Mr. 
Orr  was  appointed  to  moderate  accord- 
ingly  in  Mninon  on  the  SOth  inst.  Mr. 
Campbell  gave  in  report  of  his  visit  to 
Letkam  on  14th  September,  stating  that 
there  was  a  good  attendance  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  congregation,  that  much  interest 
was  taken  bj  the  people  in  the  proceed- 
inga,  and  that  deep  regret  was  expressed 
by  them  at  the  prospect  of  separation 
from  tiieir  minister.  They  also  testified 
their  high  appreciation  of  Mr.  Clark's 
ministrations  amongthemfor sixteen  years, 
— his  worth  as  a  man,  the  value  of  his 
services  as  a  minister,  and  his  anremittiag 
attention  to  their  interests  aa  a  pastor. 
Messrs.  James  Gibson  and  James  Tosh 
appeared  as  commissioners,  and  corrobo- 
rated the  report  of  Mr.  Campbell.  Mr. 
Clark  was  then  asked  whether  he  still 
adhered  to  his  resolution  to  demit 
his  charge  at  Letham,  when  he  stated  in 
the  coarse  of  his  remarks  that  the  utmost 
harmony  had  ever  prevailed  between  him 
and  the  people,  but  owing  to  the  con-- 
tinned  depressed  condition  of  ths-vill^B, 
with  consequent  decrease  of  the  popula- 
tion and  diminished  prospects  of  useful- 


ness, and  owing  also  to  the  unwillingiiess 
of  tbe  Chnrch  to  continue  to  uphold  the 
congregation  of  Letham  as  a  regular 
charge,  under  these  circamstances  he  felt 
be  must,  however  reluctantly,  abide  by  his 
resignation.  It  was  then  agreed  to  accept 
of  the  resignation,  and  to  dissolve  the 
pastoral  connection  between  Mr.  Clark 
and  the  congregation  of  Letham.  The 
hrelhren  expressed  thcar  regret  at  parting 
with  Mr.  Clark,  and  added  their  best 
wishes  for  his  future  welfare  and  nsefnl- 
ness.  It  was  also  agreed,  at  his  request, 
to  place  his  name  on  the  roll  of  proba- 
tioners. It  was  stated,  in  reply  to  a 
question,  that  the  matter  of  the  solatium 
which  tbe  Mission  Board  proposed  to  give 
to  Mr.  Clark,  with  the  sanation  of  the 
Synod,  on  his  leaving  Letham,  would  be 
duly  attended  to.  The  question  was  then 
considered.  What  should  be  done  with  the 
congregation  of  Letham  in  the  peenliar 
circumstances?  when,  after  reasoning,  it 
was  agreed  to  delay  coming  to  a  decision 
till  nest  meeting.  Next  meetini;  was 
appointed  to  ba  held  at  Arbroath,  on 
Tuesday,  the  8th  of  December. 

Benoitk. — This  presbytery  met  on  the 
Bth  of  October-^  (he  Bev.  Ballantyns 
Brodie,  M.A.,  moderator.  Aeommunica- 
tion  was  read  from  Dr.  Scott,  expressing 
the  satisfaction  of  tbe  Home  Committee 
with  the  religions  awakening  at  Holy 
Island,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Joseph  Scott. 
The  Rev.  John  Stark  reported  that  he  bad 
dispensed  tbe  communion  at  Holy  Island, 
as  appointed.  Mr.  Stark  reported  also 
that  the  station  is  in  a  very  efficient  and 
prosperous  state,  and  expressed  his  opinion 
that  it  is  cow  very  desirable  that  eldere  be 
elected  from  the  congregation.  The  pres- 
bytery received  this  report  with  gratifica- 
tion, and  agreed  to  consider  the  suggestion 
regarding  elders  at  next  meeting.  Cer- 
tificates from  the  professors  were  read  in 
favour  of  Mr.  James  Meams,  student  of 
the  second  year,  and  Mr.  Wiitiam  Steed- 
man,  of  the  fifth  year.  Mr.  Bteedman  was 
then  taken  on  trial  for  licence  ;  and  sub- 
jects were  appointed  to  Mr,  Meami  for 
sermon  and  exercise,  with  additions.  Ad- 
dltioniU  snpply  was  appointed  for  the 
pulpit  of  the  Bev.  James  M'Leish,  of 
whose  health  a  favourable  report  was 
riven.  Ms.  John  Tonng,  convenec  of  the 
Stipend    Angmentation    Committee,    re- 

Eorted  that  the  Homdean  Congregation 
ave  resolved  to  pajr  the  whole  stipend 
of  their  minister,  the  Bev.  John  Stark, 
without  further  aid  from  the  Home  Mis- 
sion Board.  For  some  time  the  congre- 
gation have  been  desirous  of  increasing 
the  congregational  income ;  and  some  were 
in  faronr  of  an  advance  in  tbe  price  of 
seat-rents,  while  others  approved  of  in- 
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creftsiog  Iha  wsekl/  Mllectian.  Mean- 
while the  people  of  their  own  aceord 
gradoall]'  improved  the  colIeclioD,  so  ihat 
(he  managcn  felt  theniBelTes  jaetified  ia 
propoiiDg  at  last  meetiog  thnt  thej  should 
charge  ihemselTes  with  the  whole  stipend. 
Mr.  Stark  laid  that  he  had  been  gresitf 
plewed  with  the  spirit  in  wbich  thii  in- 
creaie  in  the  weeklj  collection  had  been 
made.  The  preBb;tet7  expressed  great 
gratification  on  Teceiving  this  report.  A 
regnlarW  tranamttted  memorial  hj  Dr. 
Joha  C-  Brown,  abking  peimiaiiDn  to 
withdraw  from  the  memberahip  of  the 
United  Presbjtarian  Chnrch,  was  read, 
with  a  view  to  iti  being  tranamittcd  to 
the  Sjnod.  It  was  fonnd  that  the  memorial 
cont^ncd  serious  reflections  on  the  pro- 
cedure of  bolb  presbjterv  and  Sjnod  in 
tegard  to  mallcTB  which  had  been  pre- 
Tiouslj  adjudicated  on,  and  that  the 
memOriBlist  only  asked  permission  to 
withdraw  from  tbe  membership  of  the 
Church.  The  presbjterj  therefore  re- 
turned the  memorial  to  ihe  session,  as  it 
is  within  their  proper  province  (o  deal 
with  SQch  s  request  from  one  who  is  a 
member  of  their  own  congregation.  It 
was  agreed  to  take  np  remits  of  fiynod 
on  the  draft  Bymn-Book  and  Theological 
Training  at  next  meeting,  on  the  3d  of 
Norember,  The  clerk  intimated  that 
copies  of  the  Bjmn-Book  hod  been  sent 
to  tbe  presbytery  for  each  min'  ' 


BvD.,  moderator.  New  arrangements  of 
stipend  ang mentation,  as  proposed  bj  the 
Home  Hl«Bion  Board  in  the  cases  of  New 
Deer,  Koseheartj,  New  Leeds,  and  Fraser- 
burgh congregationa,  were  considered  and 
approved.  Sick  supply  for  the  pnlpit  of 
Boseheartj  was  asked  on  behalf  of  Rev. 
Wm.  Balfour,  and  granted,  the  presbytery 
expressing  much  sympathy  with  their 
brother  in  his  siBiction,  and  the  hope  that 
he  may  soon  be  able  to  resume  his  labours. 
Official  notices  from  the  Fresbyteries  of 
Ireland  and  Lancaahire,  proposing  to 
place  the  names  of  the  Bev.  W.  Cuth- 
bertson,  formerly  of  I'ortadown,  and  the 
Rev.  Alex.  Wither,  formerly  of  Bolton,  on 
the  Synod's  roll  of  probationers,  were 
read.  Took  into  consideration  Ihe  report 
of  the  Synod's  Committee  on  moreefBcieni 
training  of  students  at  the  Theological 
Hall,  and  approved  generally  of  the  altera- 
tions proposed.  Appointed  next  meeting 
to  be  held  in  the  same  place,  on  Tnesday, 
tbe  ISth  December,  at  ten  o'clock. 

Dun^riet. — This  presbytery  met  on  6th 
October — the  lUv.  John  Sellar,  moderator. 
Mr.  George  Heughan,  student  of  tbe  fifth 
year,  was  tcansferred  from  the  Presbytery 


of  Cupar,  and  raceived  tri^  for  lieeoM. 
Mr,  James  Aitken,  student  of  tbe  fifth 
year,  was  transferred  to  the  Preabporyof 
Copar.  A  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  Scott, 
Intimating  that  the  committee  of  the 
Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Scheme  lud 
most  cordially  and  nnanimoasly  Bdniucd 
Mr.  Rothoieu  an  anuuilaiit  from  1st  Jil; 
18T4.  A  letter  was  read  from  Hr.  Rothsic, 
thanking  the  presbytery  for  the  kiidl; 
and  painstaking  coniideration  thty  htn 
faeatowed  on  hia  cose,  and  his  cangref^ioo 
for  the  large  addition  to  their  eipenditnre 
they  have  generously  undertaken  on  his 
account.  The  clerk  intimated  that  bchid 
received  s  copy  of  Hodge's  Tlitolagy  foe 
the  USB  of  the  presbytery.  A  letter  *u 
read  from  the  convener  of  the  Fisisce 
Committee,  staling  the  amount  to  be  coo- 
tributed  by  each  congregation  for  the 
Synod  Fund.  The  attention  of  the  pro- 
byCery  was  also  called  (o  the  impoiusn 
of  the  collection  for  tbe  Aged  Uieisltn' 
Fund.    It  was  agreed  to  take  ap  tho  re- 

Sirts  on  Theological  Training  and  tht 
ymn-Book  next  meeting,  which  itiU  be 
held  at  Bomfriei  on  the  first  TuewUy  of 
November. 

Dundee.  —  This  presbytery  met  on 
Tnesday,  S2d  September,  and  mt  conili- 
tuted  by  the  Rev.  A.  Carter,  moderitai, 
Hr.  Miller  reported  that  he  had  alteiulel 
a  meeting  of  the  Aberdeen  Fresbrtetyln 
support  of  the  call  to  the  Kev.  M.  Gil- 
braith  by  the  Vietoria  Street  Coagregl- 
tion,  and  that  Mr.  Oalbraith  iniimsted 
his  decision  to  remain  in  his  ptfKut 
charge,  and  therefore  declined  thcr oil  to 
Victoria  Street  Congregation.  Tbo  clati 
read  a  letter  Irom  Mr.  Galbriith  to  Ihe 
same  effect.  The  call  was  accoKlinglr 
laid  aside.  Mr.  Charles  Smith  «UI« 
that  the  second  congregailon,  BroDghl; 
Ferry,  had  acquired  a  site  for  s  new 
church,  the  erection  of  which  wsl  id  bs 
proceeded  with  immediately,  and  ihil  it 
was  to  be  named  tbe  Queen  Street  0niled 
Presbyterian  Church.  The  clerk  rflsd  » 
letter  from  the  Bev.  Thomas  Adsm,  sit- 
ing the  presbytery  to  trsnifer  hii  nsme 
to  the  presbytery  of  Melrose,  in  whote 
bounds  he  now  resides.  Mr.  Adam's  re- 
quest was  granted.  A  letter  fnun  the 
convener  of  Ifae  Synod's  Finance  Com- 
mittee, contaioibg  a  list  of  the  cosgtesa- 
tions  of  tbe  presbytery,  and  the  lumi  p»T- 
able  by  each  to  the  Synod  Fund  fbi  Iba 
year  1874,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oo 
the  table.  Tho  presbyteir  agreed  to  t^e 
np  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  Ihe 
Synod's  Committee  on  the  more  efficient 
training  of  studenu  at  the  Theolt^iw 
Hall  at  the  usaal  monthly  meeting  m 
November.  Mr.  RusseU,  die  conrewrol 
the  committee  appointed  to  make  anwgf" 


RBLTQTOU8  INTELLIGENCE. 


517 


xnenla  for  the  snpplj  of  tbe  Newlyle  Ma- 
tinD,  reported  that,  in  iccordBnca  with 
the  unanimoDs  desire  of  the  coogregation, 
the^  had  secarsd  the  Benicea  of  Mr.  B.  F, 

'Watt,  Btndent  in  dirinitj.  '^^^7  bI^o 
suggested  certsiti  rules  for  Mr.  Watl'a 
gaidauce.  The  preebjtery  receired  and 
adoptsd  the  report,  and  thanked  the  com- 
mitlee  for  their  diligence,  and  iustmcted 
:Mr.  Bnfisell  to  engage  Mr.  Watt.  Tbe 
Ber.  Hr.  Baxter,  in  compliance  vith  a 
wish  prGTiouBl;  expressed,  read  an  able 
and  interesting  paper,  giving  bis  impres- 
sions of  the  religions  condition  of  tbe 
United  States  of  America.  A  cardial 
Tote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Ur.  Bax- 
ter for  hJB  paper.  It  was  agreed  to  hold 
a  ooDfereace  on  Home  EvangeliKation  at 
^B  next  ordinarr  meeting  in  October, 
and  to  consider  wheCbec  it  may  not  be 
well  to  make  arrangements  again  for  a 
series  of  successiTe  meetings  in  the  dif- 
fereat  cougregatioos  Duder  the  inspeotion 
of  the  presbjtary.  Tbe  Home  Evangelis- 
tic Committee  ivas  instructed  to  bring  up 
anj  suggestions  which  they  may  think 
adrisable. 

Dni^ermline. — This  presbjtery  met  on 
Tnesday,  the  &lh  October— tbe  Rev.  Mr. 
.Alexander,  moderator.  Mr.  Duncan,  from 
the  Presbytery  of  Kinross,  being  present, 
was  iaviled  to  correspood.  Mr.  M'Lean, 
nndec  call  to  Alloa,  gare  all  his  trials  for 
ordination,  vhich  were  uOBnimously  sus- 
tained, and  his  ordination  was  appointed 
to  take  place  on  Thursday,  the  asth  of 
October,  at  twelve  o'clock  noon — Mr. 
Alexander  to  preach,  Mr.  M'Dowall  to 
-ordain,  and  Mr.  Bassell  to  address  the 
minister  and  congregation.  A  call  ad- 
dressed by  the  congregation  of  Kincar- 
dine to  Mr.  Mnnro,  A.M.,  B.D.,  preacher, 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  nnanimonsly 
■nstained.  Trials  were  prescribed  for  Mr. 
Monro's  ordination  should  he  accept  the 
call.  Mr.  Brown  was  appointed  to  dis- 
pense the  Lord's  Supper  at  Kincardine  on 
the  last  Sabbath  of  October,  and  to  preach 
at  Iiimekilns  on  Thursday,  the  26tb  No- 
Tember.  Messrs.  Laird  and  Smith,  the 
presbytery's  missionaries  in  CrossKates 
and  Locbgelly,  read  their  Gist  annual  re- 
ports. Both  were  deemed  highly  satisfac- 
tory by  tbe  presbytery.  Mr.  Graham  lud 
on  tbe  table  a  series  of  resolutions  anent 
the  Patronage  measure  and  Establish- 
ments  in  general.  The  reeoluiiona  were 
tecoaded  by  Mr.  M'Dowall,  aod  after 
eome  discussion  it  was  agreed  to  remit 
them  to  a  committee — Mr.  Graham,  con- 
n  somewhat  modify  them ;  said 
~  ~'~~  to  suggest  some  practical 
lucmuiB  or  measures  for  following  up  the 
resolntions,  uid  to  report.  Took  up 
Synod's  remit  on  '  the  more  efficient  train- 


ing of  Gtadents  at  the  Theological  Hall.' 
After  fall  consideration,  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed,  Jiret,  To  approve  of  the 
fundamental  principle  of  the  proposed 
scheme,  viz.  that  there  shall  he  a  longer 
neriod  of  study  each  year  at  onr  Theo- 
logical Hall ;  and  aecoadly,  To  approre 
generally  of  the  scheme  as  a  whole. 
Euriher,  it  was  agreed  to  suggest  that 
each  session  of  the  Hall  should  consist  of 
not  less  than  five  months,  and  that  the- 
cbair  entitled  'Chait  of  Hebrew  and  Old 
Testament  Exegesis '  should  be  entitled 
'  Cbair(  of  Hebrew  and  Old  Testament 
lAUrature  and  Exegesis.'  Agreed  to  take 
up  Synod  remit  on  Iha  Hymn-Book  at  the 
meeting  of  presbytery  in  December.  Ap- 
pointed next  meeting  to  be  held  at  Alloa, 
on  Thursday,  tbe  29th  October,  at  half- 
past  eleven  o'clock. 

Edmbargh. — This  presbytery  met  on 
Tuesday,  Oct.  6— Hev.  J.  Boberteon,  Bread 
Street  Church,  moderator.  The  presby- 
tery sustained  the  moderation  in  call  of 
the  Rev.  James  Craig  to  Mossbank  Cod> 
gregation,  Shetland.  The  Burnt  Isles 
Congregation,  which  that  gentleman 
leaves,  lodged  reasons  of  dissent,  which 
were  dismissed.  Tbe  acceptance  of  the 
call  was  read,  and  the  indnclion  to  the 
pastorate  fixed  for  2Tth  inst.  In  the 
creation  which  followed, 
made  to  haVe  the  Shet- 


tery.  Jt  was  proposed  that  they  shonld 
be  annexed  to  the  Presbyteir  of  Ork- 
ney or  Aberdeen,  both  being  close  to  the 
vicinity.  Several  members  deprecated 
snch  a  course,  on  the  gronnd  that  Shet- 
land woold  soon  have  a  presbytery  of  ita 
own.  The  question  was  afterwards 
dropped,  as  the  overture  had  not  been 
brought  in  a  regular  manner.  A  petition 
for  moderatiou  was  presented  from  the 
Canongate  Church,  which  has  for  some 
time  been  without  a  settled  pastor.  Tbe 
petition  was  sustained,  Dr.  Thomson  beluc 
appointed  to  moderate  on  21st  inst.  A 
letter  was  read  from  Dr.  Scott,  Glasgow, 
reporting  that  he  had  appeared  on  behalf 
of  the  presbytery  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Waldentian  Synod  held  last  month,  mak* 
ing  an  appeal  on  behalf  of  Signor  Savi. 
In  his  letter,  the  Doctor  gave  an  interest- 
ing account  of  the  meeting  in  question, 
for  which  the  presbytery  expresGed  th^ 
thanks,  authorizing  payment  of  his  ex- 
penses. The  overture  by  Mr.  Farlane  OH 
Patronage  was  then  taken  into  considera- 
tion. It  was  thought  highly  desirable  by 
several  of  the  members  that  the  overinre 
should  be  discnssed  in  privnte.  In  answer 
to  this  expression  of  opinion,  Mr.  Parlane 
said  it  was  Qsual  for  the  presbytery  to 
hear  explanations.'  Ifdiscussed  in  private, 
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the  object  which   he   desired  -woald,  be  coaTeaer  of  Sub-Committee  on  the  New 

thought,  be  entirelj  lost.    Ai  it  hail  heen  Hjmn-Boak,  baring  been  laid  upon  tiie 

Agreed  to  hear  Mr.  Sckter  ou  misiioDar;  table,  beitig  one  copj  for  each  membu, 

work  amongst  the  Caffiei,  the  matter  was  and   one  copy  for   each  session,  it  hu 

delayed.       After    tha    address    bj    Mr.  agreedto  take  thismatterandercoiiudera- 

Sclster  had  besD  delivered,  it  was  inti-  tion   at   next   meeting.     The  presbjteij 

mated  that  the  overture  would   be  dig-  took  into  aansid  era  tion  the  particular  dt- 

cused  in  priratB. — This  presbytery  met  cumetancea  of  one  of  tlie  enpptemeuted 

again  on  Wednesdar,  October  T,  in  Hoie  congregations    in    the    presbytery,   villi 

Street  Chnrcb,  for  the  induction  of  Ber.  reference  to  which  a  communicatiou  TrDm 

(T.  Mitchell  Harvey,  A.M.     The  Rev.  Mr.  the  Homo  Mission  Committee  was  read 

Mair  preached,  and  Bev.  Dr.  Beid  presided  at  last  ordinary  meeting,  with  the  viev 

and  addressed  the  pastor  and  people.  of  arranging  matters   satis faclorily  st  ID 

Elgin  and  Invemesi, — A  jiro  re  nata  stipend  and  supplement.     The  prenliyieij 

meetmg   of  this   presbytery  wsi   held  at  having   taken   up   the   Synod's  remit  <a 

Porres  on  the  SSd  September,  in  connec-  more  efficient  training  of  stndeDla  at  Ibt 

tion  with   a  call  addressed   to  the  Bev.  Theological  Hall,   and   several  memben 

Bobut  F,  Douglu,  Campbeltown,  Arder-  having  espressed  their  views  on  Che  tub- 

aier,  by  the  congregation  of  Otterbaru—  ject,  it  was  agreed  to  delay  a  final  deliTer- 

Ber.    Adam    Lind,   moderator  pro  iem.  ance  upon  it  till  next   meeting,  when  it 

The    clerk    having  stated    that    he    had  was  agreed  also  to  take  up  the  Sjnod't 

received,   on    the    3d    lost.,   an    iQlima-  remit  on  Evangelistic  Effort.   Next  meel- 

tion  from  the  clerk  of  the  Presbytery  of  ing  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  NalrD,  ol 

Newcastle   of  a  unanimous   call   to   Mr.  Tuesday    after    the 'Second   Sabbath  of 

Dnnglaa  from  Che  congregation  of  Otter-  December, 

bum,  which   had  been  sustained  by  the  ■■  '"  ' 
Presbftery  of  Newcastle  on  the  1st  in«t., 

«iid  had  also  received  the  call  and  paper     ^. 

of  adherence,  with  relative  documents,  peared  from  Erttkine  Chuicb,  Falkirk, 
the  clerk  further  stated  he  bad  on  the  praying  the  preabjteif  for  a  nadersUan. 
following  Sabbath  preached  at  Campbel-  Altei  the  nsnal  questions  were  asked  and 
town,  and  had  given  official  notice  of  the  answered,  the  presbytery  granted  tlis 
call  to  Mr.  Douglas ;  and  had  also  held  a  moderation,  to  take  place. on  the  ISIb  inU., 
meeting  with  the  congregation  on  the  fol-  at  seven  fm.  Certificates  from  the  pr^ 
lotring  day,  and  had  furnished  them  with  fessors  in  favoor  of  Messrs.  WilsoaBslra 
reasons  of  translation,  drawn  up  by  the  and  Andrew  H.  M'Gregor,  students,  were 
congregationofOcierburQ,andhadinvited  read.  Mr.  Baird  having  completed  us 
their  appearance,  with  answers,  at  this  course,  gave,  as  previously  prcECtibed,  s 
pieetiug  of  presbytery.  Parlies  in  the  case  popular  sermon  on  exegesis,  andaneia- 
having  been  duly  heard,  Mr,  Douglas  was  cise  with  additions,  with  esamiuatioD"  c« 
requested  to  state  his  views  with  reference  Hebrew  and  Church  History,  all  »ludi 
to  the  call,  when  be  staud  that,  while  it  were  sustained  as  part  of  trials  for  licence. 
was  with  regret  that  he  parted  with  his  ffotoiraji,— This  presbytery  met  m  lie 
friends  at  Campbeltown,  he  had,  after  de-  6th  October,  and  was  constituted  by  Mr. 
liberate  and  prayerfalconsideratlonofthe  Smith,  moderator.  Devotional  exerose' 
matter,  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  were  conducted  by  Mr.  Watson.  CcidB- 
his  dntj  to  accept  of  the  call  from  Otter-  cates  of  attendance  on  the  Hail  of  Mr- 
bum.  The  members  of  presbytery  having  Thomas  M'C.  Flaming,  A,M,,wetela« 
expressed  the  high  esteem  in  which  Mr.  on  thetablo;  andonreqaest,itwais^°<' 
Douglas  was  held  by  them,  the  regret  to  transfer  him  to  the  PresbyteryofEilm- 
felt  by  them  in  coonectian  with  his  re-  burgh.  This  being  the  day  of  tko  fuoet^ 
moval,  and  their  cordial  desire  for  his  of  the  late  Eobert  Hannay  of  Boko,  1™ 
(nccesB  and  comfort  in  his  new  sphere,  it  presbytery  agreed  to  record  their  seoie  V 
was  moved  and  agreed  to  that  the  connec-  the  great  loss  which  the  Churdi  bad  tui- 
tion between  Mr.  Douglas  and  the  con-  tained  by  his  removal,  aed  theli  regn* 
gregation  of  Campbeltown,  Ardersier,  be  that,  owing  to  arrangemsDis  previoDi^ 
now  dissolved.  Mr.  Watson  was  appointed  entered  into,  it  was  out  of  their  pev^  " 
to  preach  at  Campbeltown  on  Sabbath  accompany  hU  remains  to  their  restiiijt- 
&nt,  and  declare  the  church  vacant.  Mr.  place  in  Anwotb,  and  instruct  tbe  cls» 
Watson  was  also  appointed  modeiator  of  to  intimate  this  to  Mrs.  Hannaf  and  bn 
session  during  the  vacancy. — This  presby-  family,  with  an  expression  on  the  pari"* 
tery  met  again  at  Forres  on  the  13ih  Oct.  the  presbytery  of  their  deep  lyaipi'V 
Hr. Smith wasappointedmoderatordoring  with  them  on  accoDnt  of  their  ''^''f?^ 
(he  next  twelve  months.  Copies  of  the  ment,  and  of  the  high  uteem  in  wbuA 
JDraft  Hymn-Book,  forwarded  by  Mr.  Thin,     Mr.  Hannay  hod  always  heea  bui  V 
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them,  and  which  tliey  now  entertuhed  for 
hia  tnemorj'.  Mr.  Gibson,  from  the  Pres- 
bytery of  GiBjgow,  beinj;  prcEent,  w&b  in- 
Tited  to  oorrespond.  The  presbytery,  as 
formerly  agreed  npoa,  now  held  a  con- 
ference on  Erangelistic  Effort.  Mr. Mitchell 
intrcidaced  the  subject  by  reading  a  paper 
upon  it.,  Mr,  Mitchell  receiTed  the  thanks 
Df  the  presbytery.  An  interesting  conrer- 
sation  took  place,  in  which  all  the  mem- 
bers espreesed  their  deep  interest  in  the 
■abject,  and  their  desire  that  the  work 
shonld  be  saccessfully  proaecnted  in  their 
seTeial  localities.  Agreed  to  consider  at 
next  meeting  those  Synodical  references 
wbich  require  to  be  reported  on  by  the  Ist 
of  Jannarj  next.  Neit  meeting  of  pres- 
bytery to  be  held  at  Newton- 8  tew  art,  on 
the  Tuesday  after  the  first  Sabbath  of 
December. 

Olaagow. — This  preabjtery  coDToned 
Tuesday,  October  13— the  Rev.  Mr.  Clark, 
moderator.  The  second  Sunday  of  No- 
Tember  was  appointed  as  a  day  of  thanks- 
giving for  the  harvest.  Dr.  M'Ewan 
presented  a  report  with  reference  to  the 
application  from  young  men  to  be  allowed 
to  nnderlake  evangelistic  work  in  the  city. 
Meetings  had  been  held  with  these  young 
men,  and  the  committee  were  much  sur- 
prised and  gratified  at  the  result.  The 
report  recommended  that  ministers  should 
inquire  if  there  wore  any  more  young  men 
in  their  congregations  who  were  anxious  to 
engage  in  evangelistic  work.  Mr.  Firret 
gave  notice  of  motion  as  to  inducements 
being  held  out  to  these  young  men,  and 
as  to  their  training  for  such  work.  The 
report  was  adopted.  Mr.  Bachanan,  for 
Dr.  Black,  submitted  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Church  Extension  among 
the  Lapsed  Masses  of  Glasgow.  As  the 
result  of  mission  labour,  there  had  been 
Added,  it  was  stated,  to  the  Christian 
Chnrch,  in  the  course  of  the  lost  five  years, 
from  1600  to  SOOO  persons.  The  Sum 
annually  expended  h;  thirty-one  congre- 
gations on  mission  work  was  about  £6000. 
1300  persons  were  engaged  as  Sabbath- 
school  teachers,  whose  classes -' 
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exercises  darine  the  last  session  of  the 
Divioity  Hall.  Mr.  Crawford  haling  com- 
pleted his  theological  course,  made  applica- 
tion to  be  taken  on  trial  Ibt  licence,  and 
various  sabjects  and  esercises  were  pre- 
scribed to  him  for  that  purpose.  The 
clerk  reported  the  appointmeotof  preachers 
to  supply  Chapei  Street  Church  for  the 


s  from  Chapel  Street  Chnrch,  and 
presented  a  petitlaa  from  that  congrega- 
tion, prajing  the  presbytery  to  appoint 
one  of  their  number  to  moderate  in  a  call, 
with  a  view  to  their  having  a  pastor  placed 
overthem.  Itwas  stated  that  the  annual  sti- 
pend would  be  £2b0,  £12,  lOs.  for  profes- 
sional expenses,  and  a  calendar  month's 
holidays.  The  petition  was  read,  the 
moderator  of  session  and  the  commis- 
sioners were  heard  in  SQppoit  of  the  same, 
and  the  presbytery,  Ending  that  everything 
had  been  rightly  conducted,  unanimously 
granted  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  ap- 
pointed the  Bev.  Mr.  Donaldson  to  mode- 
rate in  a  call  in  said  congregation  on  the 
evening  of  Monday,  the  12lh  October,  at 
eight  o'clock ;  and  also  appointed  intima- 
tion of  the  same  to  be  made  by  the  offici- 
ating preacher  on  Sabbath  first  and  Sabbath 
eight  days.     Mr.  Anderson  gave  in  a  re- 


ning    : 


the  present  pastor,  Mr.  Carawell.  The 
moderiRor  was  appointed  to  conduct  the 
proceedings, 'on  29th  insi.  The  Blan- 
tyre  Congregation  also  petitioned  for 
moderation  in  a  call.  Mr.  M'Cluckie  was 
aoinin.itcd  to  preside,  on  a6th  inst. 

SamUltm. — This  presbytery  met  on  agih 
Sapl. — Mr.  Donaldson,  moderator.  Certi- 
Scatel  from  the  different  professors  were 
read,  stating  that  Mr.  George  Crawford, 
student  of  the  fifth  year,  bad  attended  tbe 
classes    and    perfonned    the    prescribed 


Newton  and  Cambuslang,  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  a  station  had  been  opened  in 
both  of  these  places,  and  that,  in  fntnre, 
services  will  be  conducted  regularly  by 
ministers  of  the  presbytery.  The  Bev. 
Mr,  Anderson  was  appointed  to  preach  on 
Sabbath  first,  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Farlaue  on 
Sabbath  eight  days,  and  the  Bev.  Mr. 
Peterson  on  the  lonrth  Sabbath  of  this 
month.  The  clerk  reported  that  he  had 
received  horn  the  Theological  Committee 
Hodge's  Syelematic  Theology,  for  the  use 
of  the  presbytery  in  the  enaminaiion  of 
students. 

Orkncg. — This  presbytery  met  at  Sand- 
wick,  on  theS2d  Septfmber,  for  Iheordina- 
tion  of  Mr.  George  Souter — Mr.  Pleming, 
moderator   pro    tem.    The    sermon   was 

E reached  by  Mr.  M'Lellan.  Thereafter 
Er.  Fleming  pnt  the  questions  of  the  For- 
mnla,  and  delivered  tbe  charge  to  the 
voting  minister,  and  Mr.  Bogerson  ad- 
dressed the  congregation.  There  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  read,  a  petition  from 
the  congregation  of  South  Ronaldahay, 
requesting  the  presbytery  to  appoint  one 
to  moderate  in  a  call  to  be  given  by  that 
congregation  to  one  to  be  their  minister. 
Mr,  Bogerson  was  appointed  to  moderate 
on  the  5th  of  October. — This  presbytery 
met  again,  at  Kirkwall,  on  6lh  October — 
Bev.  Bobert  Beid,  moderator  pro  tent. 
The  clerk  reported  thai  he  had  received  a 
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cop7  of  Hodge's  iSgitematie  Theolagj/  for 
the  niB  of  ths  preabjter;^.  Hr.  Knnci- 
mui  read  the  following  resolation,  wtiicli 
ha  bad  Riren  notice  of  at  a  preTiixu  meet- 
ing:— 'Whenx  it  occaiionall;  happena 
that  peraoDS  in  struteaed  circQmattuices 
&ai  UiBmielvei  plaoged  into  deepdiatreu 
tiirongh  the  losa  of  an  animal  which  has 
been  a  prime  means  of  snppoTt,  and  that 
man;  ao  sitnated  seek  to  maxe  up  the  ]ou 
hj  traversing  iha  coantry  be^ng  anb- 
Bcriptioni)  Whereas  this  prooeas  most  be 
TeiT  painful  to  a  right-minded  paraon, 
and  in  ths  caae  of  Chnrcb  memberH  dis- 
creditable to  the  care  which  we,  as  bre- 
thren, ongbt  to  exercise  orei  one  another  ; 
Whereas,  further,  stich  a  ejacem  ia  a  con- 
venient cover  to  impostnre,  the  preab;- 
tery,  after  due  coosideration,  agree  to 
respectfally  recommend  to  tbe  sesiiona 
within  their  jariadiction  to  take  ipecial 
Date  of  ench  and  like  caaei  occnning  ia 
th^r  reapective  congregations,  and,  while 
taking  care  not  to  injure  the  spirit  of 
iodependoace  which  shoold  characterize 
Christians,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  wiU 
effactnallj  relieve  tbe  diatresa.'  After 
doe  consideration,  tbe  presbyterj  adopted 
the  resolntion.  There  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  read,  a  petition  from  the  Wick 
Congregation,  praying  the  presbyKiy  to 
appoint  one  of  their  nnmber  to  moderate 
ia  a  call  to  be  given  by  tbem.  Ur.  Neill 
Miller  and  Mr.  Alexander  Malcolm  har- 
iog  been  heard  as  commiasionera  from 
Wick  Congregation,  the  presbytery  anani- 
moDsl;  agreed  Co  grant  the  prayer  of  the 
petition,  and  appointed  Mr.  Banciman  to 
moderate  in  the  call  on  the  26lh.  Messra. 
Beid  and  Sanciman  were  appointed  to 
dispense  the  Communion  at  Wick  on  the 
last  Sabbath  of  this  month.  Mr.  Ingram 
was  appointed  to  dispenae  the  Commanion 
at  Westray  on  aucU  a  Sabbath  as  might 
be  foand  convenient.  Mr.  Webster,  as 
convener  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
make  arrangemenia  for  Mr.  Bntherford 
and  Mr.  Boas  visiting  the  congragatioiu 
within  the  bonnda,  as  a  deputation  on 
Systematic  Qiving,  reported  that  Ur.  Boaa 
viaiced  all  the  congregations,  with  ose  ex- 
ception; and  that  Ur.  Butbeiford  had 
Tieiled  the  greater  put  of  them.  From 
the  reports  be  had  heard,  he  believed  good 
liad  reanlied  from  their  risit.  After  some 
conversation  reapectipg  several  notices 
in  reference  to  Synod's  remita  and  evan- 
gelistic work,  the  presbytery  adjonmed,  to 
meet  in  Kirkwall  on  the  firal  Tuesday  of 
November. 

Perth.— Thia  presbytery  met  on  the  16th 
September.  Mesare.  Mackenzie  and  Eeir, 
members  of  the  Scone  Congregation,  were 
received  as  competitors  for  Honey  Bur- 
saries.   Mr.  Nelson  repotted  his  conduct 


ID  the  moderation  at  Xiogiealmond  on  tbe 
S4th  nltinio,  which  was  approved  of.  The 
call,  addressed  to  Mr.  J.  G,  Crawford,  pro- 
bationer,  was  sualained  ;  and  in  liev  of 
hii  accepting  it,  aabjecta  of  triid  for  udi- 
notion  were  asaignod  iiim.  CoDUnitMi 
were  appointed  for  the  snperinieadaiw 
of  Btadenta,  and  on  atatistics,  miuiou, 
and  evangeliatic  work.  Tbe  work  of  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  Bdigion  wai 
committed  to  the  Evangeliatic  Ccnmiittc^ 
which  was  reconstructed  and  enlarged. 
On  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Bj«d 
Bemila,  it  was  agreed  to  conaider  U  thi 


Belfast.  —  Mr.  John  Moir,  preuhci, 
Glasgow,  A.M.,  B.D.,  called. 

Orkiify  {Sooth  ^ona  idsAoj).— Mr.  Thm. 
Sclater,  A.M.,  preacher,  Glasgow,  called, 
October  5. 

Eammon  {Chapel  Streei). —"Buf.  'B. 
Balgarnie,  Woolwich,  called,  October  II. 

Kev!tomn,  St  BosweUa. —  til.  George 
Jamea  Young,  preacher,  called  on  I9u 
October. 


Kinnm  (Wat').—'Mi.  B.  Smith,  jito- 
bationer,  ordained,  October  13. 

Einrott,  Eiat.  —  Mr.  Robert  Snith  or- 
dained oD  Wednesday,  Utb  October. 

Keith.— Ut.  Williuu  H.  Haersriut, 
preacher,  Glaagow,  ordained  an  liA 
October. 


Edinhargh  {Soie  Sir«rf).— The  Ee».  i. 
Mitchell  Harvey,  A.M.,  of  CoUegs  Slrett, 
inducted,  October  7. 


BEW  CAOEOH  i.T  REW  KlbFlWCl- 

Tbb  popnlation  of  this  rising  antinrtrhai 
increased  rapidly  during  the  last  nt  m 
three  years,  and  for  some  lime  pastithai 
been  a  felt  want  in  having  no  plan  of 
worship  for  thote  who  belooK  to  the 
Uniied  Presbyterian  and  Free  Chnrehea. 
About  ft  year  ago  a  movement  w«»"<_y 
foot  toeudeavonr  to  eNCtannioDckHno. 
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The  committee  met  with   the  most  en-  itmaj.higfMlingB— whMfailinphehad — 

coDiaging  inpporC,   and  bnilding  opera-  mikj  M  be  seid  to  haro  leaned  lo  the  aide 

tionB  were  commenced  ebont  the  close  of  of  virtna  and   charity.     He  woe  a  man 

last   year.     On    the    Slit   JannaTj    the  un|;ularly     straightfornard,     ontepoken, 

memorial -stone  was  laid  by  James  White,  end   coeaeieutioDB.      He    never   wore   « 

Esq.  of  Orertonn,  and  the  building  ie  now  mask  bimBelf,  and  he  could  not  nnder- 

compleied,  and  was  formally  opened  by  stand  anybody  that  did.      There  was  a 

FrofesBoi  Eodie,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Glasgow.  beautifal  traoaporency  of  character  jabont 

Id  the  forenoon  the  FrofeesoT  preached  him ;  what  lie  appeared  to  be,  that  be 
an  «hle  diacoaree  from  Ps.  lixii.  15.  really  was,  and  withal  an  admirable  fbrti- 
He  ipoke  of  (he  Cbnrch  haTing  a  liring  fade  end  A'anknesi  in  maintaining  what 
Seed  ;  the  Lord  of  the  Church  was  a  his  conscience  held  to  be  light.  Aboie 
genecons  Lord  ;  the  heart  of  the  Church  all,  be  was  a  man  of  most  consistent  piety 
was  a  praying  heart;  the  tongoe  of  the  and  Christian  devotion.  He  was  one  of 
Church  was  a  EiDging  tongue.  In  the  the  h^piest  of  Christian  heKeven.  Not- 
afternoon  the  Sev.  George  M'Qoeen,  witbatanding  that  he  passed  through  a 
M.A.,  of  Milngevie  U.  F,  Church,  occu-  mote  than  nanally  cheqaered  life,  his 
pied  the  pulpit,  and  preached  an  excellent  habitual  cheerfnlnesa  and  hie  childlike 
sermon  from  John  xii,  32,  and  at  the'  confideoee  in  God's  good  proridence  neTor 
close  congratulated  the  young  congrege-  forsook  him.  He  lived  for  Christ;  and  he 
tion  on  the  highly  favourable  circom-  prayed  while  be  lived,  and  he  sought  to 
stances  in  which  they  found  themselves  live  as  he  prayed.  In  everything  con- 
that  day.  In  the  evening  the  services  nected  with  Christ  and  His  came  be  took 
ivere  condncted  by  the  Rev.  Robert  B.  the  most  active,  heartfelt  interest.  He 
Thorn,  of  St,  David's  Free  Church,  Glas-  was  ready  to  do  every  good  work  which 
gow,  who  preached  a  most  eloquent  he  thought  would  further  either  the  social 
sermon  from  2  KingB  xx,  i.  The  col-  or  moral  wellbeing  of  Society,  or  the 
lections  for  the  three  diets  B,mounted  to  prosperity  of  the  Church.  Believing  with 
the  handsotneeumof  i£215,4b.  2d.  About  bis  whole  heart  that  in  the  temperance 
£1400  were  previouEly  subscribed.  movement  there  was  a  meatu  not  only 

for  remedying  one  of  the  greatest  evils  of 

THE  ljltb  mt.  wiLLiAu  DATIDSOH,  BLSXB,  Our  country,  but  of  removing  one  of  the. 

ABBBOATH.  greatest  stumbling-blocks  to  the  progress 

iTisimpossible  to  estimate  the  importance  of  the  gospel,  he  aided  it  with  ail  the  leal 

and  utility  oftheofficeofthe  elder,anditiB  and  fervour  characCeriBtic  of  his  nature; 

delightful  to  think  in  how  many  instances  and  the  same  seal  and  activity  be  mani- 

it  has  been  Cited  by  men  of  high  Chriatian  fested  in  the  work  of  this  congregation, 

character  and  great  tboegh  unobtrusive  and  in  the  cause  of  Chiist  generally.   The 

nsefulnesa.    Elders  of  this  kind  have  been  friends  of  temperance  have  lost  in  him  a 

the  joy  of  theii  minister  and  the  strength  valued  and   veteran   co-worker,  and   hie 

of  (neir  coogregatioa.  It  is  well  that  such  place  as  a  highly  esteemed  and  universally 

should   be   held   in   honourable    remem-  beloved  brotber  and  elder  among  ns  will 

brance,  and  their  example  set  forth  for  not  eaaily  be  filled  up.     I  find  he  was  one 

imitation.    We  have  pleasure  in  inserting  of  the  oldeal  members  of  this  congrega- 

a  brief  sketch  of  one  of  these  estimable  tiou,  his  name  having  been  on  its  com- 

men.  mnnion  roll  for  nearly  half  a  century,  and 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Cameron,  in  preaching  a  for  nearly  forty-four  years  of  that  time  he 

suitable  sermon  in  connection   with  the  discharged,  with    singular    fidelity    and 

death  of  one  of  bis  elders,  Wm.  David-  honour,  the  office  of  the  eldership.    Like 

son,  observed :   '  Before  closing,  I  feel  it  a  clock  whose  weights  had  run  down,  his 

my  duty  to  refer  to  en  event  which  bas  life,  ever  active  and  useful,  was  suddenly 

occurred  since  last  I  occupied  this  place,  stopped  in  its  course ;   yet,  had  he  had 

and  which  bas  deprived  ns  of  a  universally  the  matter  in  his  own  cboosing,  he  coold 

esteemed  brother  and  elder  in  this  con-  not,perhaps,havewished  foramore  peace- 

gregation.    I  am  sure  yon  will  agree  with  fal  and  painless  departure.    To  such  a 

me,  that  if  there  was  one  among  us  who  man,  death  conld  not  come  at  any  time  or 

could  have  mode  the  words  of  our  text  in  any  form   and  find  him  unprepared, 

this  afternoon  bis  own,  that  one  wnt  our  though  iu  the  case  of  any  worldly,  nn- 

departed  brother,  Wm.   Davidson.      We  believiag  man,  such  a  death  as  his  would 

all  knew  him  as  a  man  of  most  unworldly,  have  been  regarded  as  a  aolemn  warning, 

self-denying.    Christian    spirit.       Itlany  "Be  ye  also  ready,  for  io  such  an  hour  a« 

people  might  say  that  he  lived  too  little  ye  ibink  not  the  Son  of  man  comelh." 

for  himself,  and  cored  too  little  for  this  But  if  ye  be  thus  reedy,  if  the  Son  of  man 

world,  and  that  he  was  generous,  confid-  is  only  coming  to  lake  His  own  home  to 

log,  and  guileless  to  a  fault.    Be  that  as  HittselT,  what  matters  It  boir  or  when  to 
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Hia  serrant  death  appears?  Snrelj  this 
prajer  may  well  rise  to  the  lipi  of  as  all, 
"Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  lighteona ; 
let  mj  latter  end  be  like  hia."  ' 


SBongeUgtic  Con/erttme.  —  A  largely 
attended  laeelinft  of  Btud^itB  alteadiog 
our  Theological  Hall  was  held  on  Monday 
evening,  September  11.  Dr.  Cairns  oc- 
oopied  the  chair.  ReTifal  and  evangelistic 
work  was  the  subject  of  conversation. 
Various  speakera  gave  their  impressions 
and  experiences  in  connection  with  the 
present  awakening;  and  valoable  snggee- 
tions  were  made  as  to  how  divinity 
•todentg  might  do  mneh  to  help  on  the 
good  work.  As  expreasiie  of  ^e  senti- 
ments of  the  conference,  the  folloning 
cesolntion  was  afterwards  drawn  up  by  a 
eommiitee  appointerl  for  the  purpose  : — 
ThiB  conference  d  -ires  to  record  its 
gratitude  to  God  foi'  the  great  spiritual 
awakening  which  Scotland  and  other  parts 
of  the  world  are  now  experiencing.  It 
lecogniges  with  thankfulness  the  evit^nccs 
of  a  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  con- 
verrion  of  sinners,  the  reviving  of  Cbris- 
lians,  and  the  increased  vigour  and  hope- 
fulness with  which  congregBiional,  mission, 
Ud  evangelistic  work  is  being  cairied  on 
at  home  and  abroad.  One  onl  of  the 
many  cheering  results  of  the  movement 
deserves  the   especial   gratitude  of   this 


conferenee,  vii.  the  number  of  young  men 
who  have  lately  declared  (heir  intenlioa 
to  give  themEelves  to  the  ministiy  of  the 
word.  There  is  therefore  every  hope 
that  in  a  few  jeus  the  divinity  halls  of 
the  countiy  will  be  largely  recruited  by 
earnest  students,  and  thas  the  btessinga  of 
the  revival  be  extended  and  perpetaited 
in  a  most  desirable  and  effectual  way.  In 
these  benefits  and  prospects,  it  is  believed 
the  United  Preabyierian  Church  is  largely 
participating,  and  the  cooference  accord- 
ingly, while  thankful  that  so  many  of  the 
students  have  been  engaged  in  reTlvalanl 
niesion  work  during  the  past  monthi, 
hopes  that  the  coming  winter  will  be 
marked  by  yet  more  sustained  endeavonr 
on  the  part  of  ali  to  combine  praclioJ 
evangelistic  effort  with  Bamesi  study,  and 
thus  initiate  themselves  in  the  work  to 
which,  in  a,  large  measure,  they  poipote 
devoting  their  lives.  With  a  view  to  llii% 
the  conference  appoints  a  committee  toseo 
what  steps  can  be  taken  to  faciUtate  co- 
operation among  students  in  evangelitlie 
work  dnring  the  recess,  and  recommeodt 
that  a  meeting  similar  to  this  beheld  eaily 
next  session.  In  pnrsuance  of  (he  latter 
part  of  the  resolntion,  a  list  of  the  stndenli 
engaged  in  mission  work,  together  with 
the  names  and  addresses  of  those  willing 
to  help,  has  been  printed  ;  and  Ihns,  it  i> 
hoped,  the  influence  of  the  stadenU  in 
regard  to  helping  on  revival  work  daring 
the  wintor  will  be  largely  increased. 


^aikta  of  ^tia  |pufrlicaiwms. 


FoaaiTiKses  abd  Law, 
PaurciFLEa  nrraBPHXTU)  bt  Hdham. 
Ahai.ociixs.  By  Hobaob  Bobhsoli., 
DJ). 

Loadoa:  HoMicASbHiebtin.    1ST4. 

Db.  BDamrHij.'e  name  is  associated  with 
intelleclaal  power  and  views  that  are 
ant  entirely  orthodos.  In  this  volume  he 
eMifesaei  and  amends,  ob  he  thinks,  former 
defects  ia  Ms  teaching.  PMhapa  many 
wiU  be  inclined  to  think  that  the  remedy 
'  supplied  is  not  more  satisfactory  than  the 
defect  confeesed.  The  discovery  which 
Dr.  Bunnell  opines  he  has  made  is  the 
right  theory  of  Sacriflce— what,  according 
to  Soiiptnre  teaching,  human  analogy,  and 
right  reason,  it  really  means.  The  two 
words  with  which  at  the  outset  Dr.  Bush- 
nell  has  to  do,  are  Propitiation  and  Espia- 
tioB.  Be  searches  all  Scripture,  and  finds 
noanehthingas thelatterwordimplics.  It 
is  entirely  heathen,  and  is  de«ading  in  its 
oonoeplion  and  results.  Scriptnre  speaks 
only  of  Propitiation.  And  what  is  Pro- 
pitiation ?   It  ia,-~«nd  this  is  the  discovery 


possibility  of  this  si  .  .      . 

called  the 'Lamb  of  Qod,  that  takelhsn«y 
the  sins  of  the  world.' 

All  the  paasages  that  speak  of  jniiifie*- 
tian  are  examined,  and  eflinned  to  bare  a 
moral,  not  forensic  meaning. 

There  is  much  powerful  writing  in  the 
volume,  specially  towards  the  close  |  but 
OD  the  whole  it  is  intricate  and  besiy.  It 
seems  as  If  the  idea  with  which  the  anlbor 
is  hnrdened  had  not  got  itself  snfficiently 
^to  shape.  Itwould  have  been  betterfor 
him  to  have  waited  a  little  longer  before 
appearing  in  print.  As  it  is,  bis  volnmo 
is  sure  to  be  cordially  condemned  by  su 
evangelical  Christians,  as  missing  whst 
they  deem  the  vital  point  of  the  gospeli 
while  Broad  Chnrehmen  will  deem  K  too 
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Whbhcb  AMD  What  is  ran  Chuscb  ?  A 
Tract  for  the  Times.  By  &  Free  Churcb 
Layman. 

aiugOT:  Junu Mudebose.  1874. 
It  is  one  of  tbe  good  ligns  of  the  timei 
that  laymen  are  foand  taking  a  deep 
iaunn  in  theologiosl  studies,  and  giving 
tbe  world  tbe  resalt  of  their  refleotioa  and 
research.  It  ia  surely  most  necessary  to 
haTe  trained  theoloj;ians,^men  who,  by 
reason  of  the  special  exercise  of  Uieir 
faculties  and  the  acquirement  of  special 
knontedge,  are  able  to  treat  religioDB  sub- 
jects in  a  fitting  manner.  But  theology, 
tinlike  some  other  sciences,  ia  of  uniTersat 
Interest  and  application,  and  the  man 
whose  converse  is  more  Urgel;  whh  the 
world  than  with  books  may  make  freah 
«B<1  intereMing  conCribnlions  to  the  great 

The  author  of  tbia  votama  tells  ns  that 
he  was  led  to  ask  and  aDswer  tbe  questions 
he  pats  for  his  own  sstiEraction,  and  now 
gives  the  resnU  in  theae  pages.  The 
subject  requires  for  ita  adequate * 


in  our  sutbor  ;  and  after  all  hia  inquiries, 
he  comes  to  the  conclasion  that  it  would 
savour  something  of  preanmption  if  be 
were  to  snawer  hia  own  queation.  But 
"  "ledoesnotwithatanding;  for  ' 
ronld  appear,  then,  that  i 

_, Me  Goo's  witnesBSB  on 

and  that  of  such  the  Church  must 
And  they  are  not  more  anxious  in  proving 
the  truth  than  in  proving  that  they  do 
indeed  believe  in  the  truth.'  Now  it  will 
be  seen  that  this  leaves  tbe  subject  very 
much  where  it  was  ;  for  any  one  animated 
ttj  the  qaeationing  spirit  of  onr  antbM 
■My  go  on  to  ask,  'Bat what  [s  the  truth T 
Isto  what  does  the  Church  inqnire  f  In 
what  does  it  beUeve?'  And  amidst  tbe 
multiplicity  of  answers  which  anch  ques- 
tionings would  call  forth,  still  it  would  re- 
qnire  to  be  asked,  '  Whence  and  what  is 
tbe  Church  ?  * 


London ;  W.  IibliMr  A  Co.  IS74. 
Tbs  object  uf  tbe  autbor  of  this  beauti- 
fully got  up  little  volume  is  to  set  forth 
the  glory  of  Christ  sa  '  the  King  of  Love,' 
and  the  power  of  lore  to  Him  in  purifying 
and  comforting  His  people.  Perhaps  at 
times  there  isa  tendency  to  sentimentsutw ; 
but  still  there  is  much  ime  feeling  as  well 
as  divine  truth  exhibited,  and  many  will 


peruse  it  with  pleasure  and  profit.  It 
strikes  the  right  chorda,  and  annonnces  and 
illustrates  the  secret  of  the  hidden  life. 


Ths  Tbstimont  AiTBBTBs:  A  Fopnlar 
Manual  of  tbe  Evidence  in  Support  of 
tbe  Authority  and  Inspiration  of  the 
Scriptures.  By  Rev.  JtUEs  Cdpiaiid, 
M.A.,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  Dunedin,  Kew 
Zealand. 

Edlnborgta:  Ajifisv  Elliot.  IWt. 
This  little  manual  may  be  used  very  pro- 
fitably as  a  lext'book  in  advanced  Bihte 
claaacs,  and  bf  Christian  parents  in  the 
teaching  of  then:  children.  A  great  amount 
of  nsefa!  informatiou  and  of  cogent  and 
concUsive  argument  is  brought  together 
in  au  interesting  manner  within  a  short 
space.  These  are  days  of  trisl.  Infidelity 
in  many  forms  is  coming  in  like  a  Qood 
sgaiost  us,  and  surely  it  is  the  duty  of 
Christian  parents  and  teachers  to  warn 
their  youthful  charges  of  the  snares  and 
dangers  that  lie  before  them,  and  fortify 
their  minds  by  wise  counsel  and  sound 
argnmeut.  This  manual  will  be  found  to 
be  very  helpful  in  this  connection,  and  an 
boar  or  two  of  a  Sabbatb  evening  may, 
with  the.happiest  efiect  to  both  parent  and 
child,  be  devoted  to  the  earnest  and  care- 
ful study  of  its  pagea.  It  gives  tbe  results 
of  the  reading  of  many  tomes,  whose  size 
and  elaborateness  would  eutirely  deter 
the  reader  of  ordinary  intelligence  frum 
their  perusal.  And  in  this  Dr.  Copland 
has  done'  good  work,  which  we  trust  will 
be  appreciated,  both  at  borne  and  in  the 
land  of  his  adoption. 

Tbb  SumBs's  FsiEHD.  Two  million  and 
ninetieth  thousand.  Price  Id. 
Loudon:  Warren,  Hall,  fe  Go.  1S74. 
Tbib  little  tractate  has  bad  an  immense 
circulation,  and  in  the  cheap  and  handy 
ferm  in  which  it  is  now  published  it  is  well 
fitted  for  general  distribation.  Of  its  con- 
tents we  need  say  nothing ;  a  book  that 
has  reached  its  tansof  tbousanda  and  done 
■0  much  good  has  proved  its  worth.  Still 
we  would  suggeat  that  Jesus,  tbe  sinner's 
Prieud,  wouM  not  bare  assumed  eitactl; 
the  tone  that  ia  aometimea  here  assumed 
in  speaking  to  the  outcast.  '  Qrace  was 
poured  iuto  His  lips,'  and  we  Snd  in  His 
utterances  surely  more  of  winning  tender- 
ness than  stem  denuuciatiou. 

Chuboh  mi>  HoMB.    Price  ^. 
Loudou ;  ¥.  £.  Loss!*/.    ISIl. 
This  periodical  has  two  merits,  cheapness 
and  exMllent  reading. 
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THE  SOCIAL  SCIENCE  CONGRESS. 
A  FBiEHD  of  ours,  vho  had  spent  a  nnmber  of  yean  in  India,  and  had  qtedal 
knowledge  of  certain  iotereeting  phases  of  Indian  life,  was  requested  to  read  a 
paper  on  tike  anbiect  at  a  meeting  of  the  Social  Science  Association  some  years 
ago.  Snffering,  however,  from  a  disordered  liver,  and  depreaaed  by  the  gloomy 
hopeleaanem  often  attendant  on  such  a  diseasB,  he  rather  gruffly  replied :  'Cui 
bono  f     It  is  all  talk,  and  nothing  more.' 

Somewhat  the  «ame  view  is  ti&en  of  Associations  of  the  talMng  kind  by  many 
perBODS  not  so  much  afflicted  oa  onr  friend.  At  the  head  of  this  class  notably 
Btands  Carljle,  who,  in  bis  own  emphatic  manner,  freqaentlj  denoonces  all  kinoB 
of  congresses,  from  Parliament  downward,  where  speaking  is  fluent  and  predominant. 
Now  it  may  be  true  that  in  connection  with  all  such  gatherings  there  ia  a  lament- 
able deficiency  of  result  in  action,  when  the  amount  of  talk  is  considered ;  bat  it 
mnat  be  conceded  that  Associations  like  the  Social  Science  seek  deeirable  ends,  and 
that,  in  their  own  place,  the  means  employed  are  not  only  legitimat«,  bnt  ab- 
solotely  neccKary.  All  right  action  must  be  founded  on  right  principle.  An 
erroneous  theory  may  be  simply  productive  of  deplorable  results,  and  therefore  it 
is  well  that  men  of  great  ability,  of  special  information  and  benevolent  disposition, 
should  meet  and  discuss  those  social  problems  that  are  felt  to  be  so  distracting, 
and  which  never  were  of  graver  importance  or  deeper  interest  than  at  the  present 
day.  '  The  times  are  out  of  joint.'  A  kind  of  internecine  war  prevails  between 
varioQB  classes  of  society.  Strikes  and  lock-onts  are  the  order  of  the  day,  or 
rather  the  disorder ;  while  the  daily  newspapers  groan  with  a  continual  burden  >A 
disgusting,  heartless,  and  fatal  crimes.  We  are  no  pessimists,  and  take  no  de- 
spairing views  of  things,  but  surely  the  slate  of  things  amongst  ns  socially  is 
enough  i«  depress  the  most  hopeful,  and  to  rouse  the  moat  indifierent. 

It  IS  well  that  an  Association  like  this  acknowledges  the  claims  of  religion,  and 
begins  its  meetings  by  publicly  invoking  the  blessing  of  the  Most  High.  Its  first 
act  was  an  act  of  worship,  its  first  discourse  a  sermon.  The  preacher  was  Principal 
Caird, — a  preacherwhose  teaching  certaijil;  does  not  command  the  full  confidence 
of  the  religious  public,  but  whose  powers  no  one  will  deny,  and  many  of  whose 
utterances  were  not  only  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  but  worthy  of  being  seriously 
pondered.  Had  there  been  a  little  more  of  definition,  there  might  have  been  more 
general  agreement.  As  usual,  however,  his  sermon  was  characterized  by  great 
beauty  (also,  as  usual,  difiuseness)  of  language  and  freshness  of  thought  The 
place  he  assigned  to  reUgion  was  the  right  place — the  highest,  most  important, 
and  influential.  It  would  be  well  if  our  modern  scientists,  who  seek,  on  tbe  bans 
of  fact,  to  exclude  religion  from  the  world,  would  consider  that  its  existence  is  o 
fact,  and  that  it  has  been,  and  is,  the  mightiest  factor  in  the  history  of  our  race. 
Princip^  Caird,  in  insisting  that  while  godless  science  is  a  poor  thing,  ignorant 
religion  is  a  poorer,  did  not  mean,  we  suppcse,  to  cast  contempt  on  tliat  humUe  piety 
whose  possessor,  acquainted  with  little  but  the  excellent  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus, 
has  displayed  much  grandeur  and  elevation  of  character,  but  on  those  forms  of 
religion  which  are  akin  to  superstition,  and  whoso  history  is  written  in  blood. 
Be  took  up  in  this  a  position  the  reverse  of  that  of  Archbishop  Manning ;  but  it  ia 
the  true  one,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  deplorable  condition  of  multitu£a  of  Arch- 
bishop Manning's  followetB.*  Ignorance  may  be  the  mother  of  devotion  to  the 
Chntek  that  is  arrogant  in  its  claims  and  perverted  in  its  teaching,  but  it  is  not 
the  mother  of  devotion,  enlightened  and  ennobling,  to-duty  and  to  God,  Perhaps 
some  may  think  that  the  Principal  insisted  too  much  on  religion  in  tts  presmt 
apart  from  its  future  aspects,  insisted  on  the  performance  of  present  duty  to  the 

•  In  a  town  inluibitBd  Igrgsly  bj  the  Archbiehop'fl  friends,  near  one  of  Lord  Hojebory's 
beautiful  coantry  eeatH,  we  happened  to  see  a  number  of  thsm  after  tbey  b>d  spent  the  nigot 
in  one  of  those  (earful  onlbraaka  of  weU-meaning  but  ignorant  religion  (auperstitionj  called 
'  wtikee-'  They  were  loafing  about  smoking,  and  preeent^d  ft  very  dirty  and  repolaive  ap- 
pearsnce.  Two  oanny  Scotcbmen  were  passing,  and  regarding  them  with  a  miztara  <^ 
piW  and  contempt,  one  of  them  obaeryed;  '  They're  ignorant,  the  cratarfl  ;  they've  got  nae 
edioauoi].' 
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eicluBioQ  of  our  prospects  for  fntnrity.  But  in  thia  the  preacher  reaU;  follows  the 
teaching  of  Scripture,  strikes  &t  the  root  of  a  too  preraleiit  and  peetilential  error, 
and  is  supported  by  the  example  of  the  best  and  most  pions  of  men.  Thus,  when 
Joha  Weaiey  was  asked  on  his  deathbed  for  a  Btriiing  testimony  to  be  bequeathed 
to  hia  followers  as  to  his  present  experience,  he  said  ;  ^  I  have  no  deathbed  testi- 
luany  other  than  that  I  gave  in  m;  life.  I  bequeath  my  Ufe ;  let  it  speak.'  Yea, 
we  need  much  to  insist  on  this,  tiiat  religion  is  a  thing  to  be  lived  alway  and 
everywhere,  and  not  something  that  is  to  be  reserved  as  a  desperate  resort  at  Uie 
last  hour.  And  in  this  connection  it  la  well  to  consider  what  was  aaid  about  God 
being  near  us  here,  and  time,  after  all,  being  only  a  part  of  eternity ;  and  that,  in 
point  of  fact,  we  are  in  eternity  now. 

There  are  many  h  opes  connected  with  the  youthful  president  of  the  AasociatJon  ; 
and  we  are  Bore  all  our  readers  will  cordially  wish,  with  Lord  Houghton,  that  be 
may  so  use  and  improve  bis  talents  that  his  name  may  be  enrolled  as  one  of  tbe 
illastrioua  Scotchmen  of  his  age.  Hia  address  displayed  much  ability  and  great 
research,  as  well  as  a  kindly  disposition.  He  seems  to  be  animated  in  no  small 
degree  by  '  the  enthusiasm  of  humanity ; '  and  it  would  be  well  if  the  men  of  his 
d^  were  all  to  interest  themselves  Id  the  subjects  which  seem  to  have  a  kind  of 
fascination  for  the  Earl  of  Rosebery,  and  were  to  cherish  lud  to  exhibit  sentiments 
so  liberal  and  catholic  as  bis. 

At  the  same  time  we  miss  something.  In  bis  position,  and  with  the  object 
which  he  had  in  view,  be  might  suielybave  made  some  allusion  to  the  word  of  God, 
as  the  best  means  of  social  regeneration  and  only  hope  of  the  progress  of  the  race. 
Apart  from  it,  well  may  it  be  a  matter  of  uncertainty  with  him  what  will  be  the 
future  of  our  country ;  well  may  he  dose  with  words  that  are  not  altogether  words 
of  hope  and  cheer.  It  is  only  in  the  light  of  revelation  that  we  see  in  the  future 
aglonous  destiny  for  our  country  and  the  world.  And  pity  it  is  that  in  the  interests 
of  truth,  as  well  as  of  real  progreaa,  it  should  not,  in  a  manly,  unaffected  way,  be 
adverted  to  and  acknowledged. 

In  the  various  sections,  special  papere,  as  usual,  were  read  on  special  subjects, 
and  a  gr«at  mass  of  interesting  information  given  within  small  compass.  Maoy  of 
these  papers,  such  as  those  on  Education,  tiie  Repression  of  Crime,  Arbitration, 
etc.  etc,  were  of  much  importance,  and  have  a  special  interest  for  ue,  bnt  our 
apace  foxUds  us  doing  more  than  merely  referring  to  them. 

THE  HIGHER  CHRISTIAN  LIFE. 
SokE  time  ago  a  Conference  was  held  at  Oxford,  the  purpose  of  which  was  to  pro- 
mote '  the  higher  Christian  life  '  of  those  who  took  part  in  it.  The  phrase  is  Uahle 
(o  objection,  as  seeming  to  indicate  that  there  ma;  be  lioa  kinds  of  Christiau  life, — 
a  higher  and  a  lower, — a  kind  of  teaching  which  is  as  unscripturai  as  it  is  danger- 
ous. There  is,  and  can  be,  only  on«  kind  of  Christian  life,  varying,  however,  very 
much  in  degree.  Exception  has  been  taken  not  only  to  the  phrase,  hut  to  the 
means  used  and  results  reached  in 'connection  with  it.  We  confees  to  having  some 
difficulty  in  understanding  what  is  exactly  meant  to  be  taught  by  the  setters  forth 
of  this  doctrine,  but  we  shall  let  them  speak  for  tbeoudves.  A  letter,  sbarply 
criticising  the  Conference  and  its  idea,  appeared  iu  a  recent  number  of  the  English 
Independent,  from  a  reply  to  which  by  one  who  had  attended  the  Conference,  and  is 
an  '  enthusiastic  believer '  in  its  teaching,  we  qnot«  the  following,  leaving  it  with 
our  readers  to  judge  for  themselves ; — 

'  Next,  we  take  one  or  two  of  your  correspondent's  queatdoos.  "  Is  this  '  higher 
life' some  new  thing?"  No;  and  it  was  carefully  presented  at  Oxford  as  an  old 
thing,  frequent  in  the  experience  of  the  Church  in  New  Testament  times  and  since. 
To  a,  good  brother  who  was  inquiring,  one  said,  "  It  is  all  in  Romaice."  And  in 
Romaine  he  looked,  and  found  it.  Your  correspondent  goes  on ;  "  Has  some  one 
discovered  what  may  be  called  a  sort  of  '  royal  road '  or  '  short  cut '  to  the  maturity 
of  Christian  manhood  ?  "  Yes,  a  royal  road  and  short  cut  truly,  but  not  discovered 
hy  any  one, — the  old  royal  road  of  faith,  as  revealed  in  the  New  Testament,  and 
yet  most  distinctly  a  royal  road  and  short  cut  aa  compared  with  the  ordinary 
teaching  on  the  subject.  "  Doea  it  supersede  the  necessity  of  self-culture  and 
KlfHUfidpline?"    No;  audit  uses  both  with  amazingly  increased  power.     "Is  it 
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a  '  bonqnet  of  scDtimentalities,  an  ury  realm  of  sweet  imaf^atiooa  and  heaTeoIy 
viaioc3?'"  I  should  like  to  print  a  "No"  in  large  capitals.  If  it  were  viriied  to 
describe  lohat  it  i>  not,  vorAa  could  not  be  better  choBen.  It  is  as  much  the  appo- 
site of  all  these  as  a  life  of  faith  is  diSetent  from  a  lite  of  sight.  "  Will  anj  ons 
tell  H8  in  what  respect  this  'higher  life' differa  from Uie deepening  of  the  religioua 
life  which  I  have  always  thoaght  wa«  the  core  of  every  Christian  miniBiefs  ci-eed, 
the  burden  of  all  his  teaching,  and  the  daily  aim  of  erery  sincere  disciple  ? "  This 
qnealdon  puts  us  in  front  of  the  snbject. 

*  The  philosophical  account  of  the  increase  of  power  is  this :  The  ordinary  teach- 
ing  says,  "  Do  it  yonrself,  trusting  in  Christ's  help."  I  should  Bay,  "  Trnat  Christ 
to  do  it  altogether."  For  to  the  extent  a  man  is  looking  to  his  own  strength  as  at 
all  engaged  in  the  work,  (o  that  extent  he  shall  have  the  distmst  and  uncertainty 
which  he  is  accustomed  to  aaaociate  with  hie  own  efforts.  But  when  self-con- 
soiooanesa  has  died  out  in  the  grand  thought  of  an  ever-living,  ever-present  Ssvionr, 
he  eiperiencea  that  victory  of  faith  which  overcomes  the  world.  That  tiiis  is  the 
Apostle  Paul's  view  of  sancttficatlon  I  see  no  room  to  question:  "I  can  do  all 
things  through  Christ,  which  stiengtheneth  me ; "  "I  live,  yet  not  I,  but  Christ 
liveth  in  me.  And  that  all  our  Churches  are  singing  about  tliis  sanctificdtion,  aa 
well  aa  reading  of  it  in  their  Bibles,  I  cannot  doubt  either : 
' "  Male  and  keep  me  pure  witMn ; 

CleauBe  me  from  its  guilt  uid  power ; 

HelpleGB,  look  to  Thm  for  grace ! " 

'  Not  only  doee  this  teaching  of  sanctification  exist  in  Scriptore,  and  in  some  <rf 
our  best  hymns,  but  I  should  like  to  show,  had  I  time  and  you  F^>ace,  that  it  ii 
based  on  the  only  philosophical  statement  of  the  hunian  nund,  and  of  the  relationt 
existing  between  toe  human  mind  and  the  divine.  This  doctrine  of  saucli&cation 
may  be  presented  practically,  aa  I  apprehend,  in  three  propositions : 

<  1.  Yield  yourself  altogether  to  Qod.  This  exhortation  was  made  with  great 
power  at  Oxford.  Those  present  were  called  upon  to  bring  their  hewla  and  lives 
into  the  very  presence  of  God,  and  to  ask  Him  to  "  search  "  them,  and  "  see  if 
there  were  any  evil  way  in  them."  And  it  was  clearly  tau^t,  that  while  iniquity, 
even  in  the  least  conceivable  degree,  was  regarded  in  the  heart,  the  Lord  woald 
not  hear  them. 

'  2.  Trust  that  Christ  receivea  yon  and  will  keep  yon,  as  He  Himself  has  pro- 
mised. He  has  promised  you  rest ;  and  to  rcfrt  you  have  the  right  which  Hia  pro- 
mise gives.  And  rest  means  rest-— not  a  partial  but  an  entire  rest.  In  so  fu'  as 
you  are  outside  an  absolute  and  entire  rest,  you  are  not  believing  in  the  promise 
of  Christ. 

'  3.  Do  both  these  now.  Growth  in  grace  uid  knowledge  may  be  gradual  after- 
wards; but  aince-consecration  and  faith  concern  only  the  voluntary  attitude  of  your 
soul  toward  Christ,  take  that  attitude  at  the  present  moment,  and  continue  in  it 
at  every  subsequent  moment  till  the  attitude  becomes  the  h^t  of  your  life. 

'  The  effects  of  this  simple  teaching,  set  forth  as  it  was  at  Oxford,  no  ttrngoe 
can  describe.  To  many  it  was  a  revelation.  I  heard  scores  of  ministers  (chieSy 
Episcopalian)  declare  in  public  that  they  had  at  first  regarded  the  teadiiag  with 
distrust  or  dislike,  as  being  "something  new,"  or  "  perfectioniMn,"  bat  that  a 
closer  examination  had  discloBed  its  blessednaw.  I  h«ird  scores  of  them — idbilt 
scores — attest  that  the  reception  of  it  then  and  there  had  made  them  new  men,  and 
that  they  went  back  to  their  work  to  be  new  ministers.  And  I  heard  many,  who 
had  been  thus  trusting  in  Christ  six  or  twelve  months,  declare  the  resnlte  in  pul^l 
and  parish  as  most  wonderiul.  Sermon-raaking  was  new,  preaching  was  new, 
visiting  was  new ;  and  this  not  only  to  themselves,  bat  to  others. 

'  Well,  indeed,  spake  one  Church  dignitary,  when  he  said  that  he  never  expected 
this  side  heaven  to  be  present  at  such  religious  gatherings.  And  yet  every^ung 
was  as  quiet  as  a  summer  evening.    Over  all  there  lay 

' "  The  holy  awe  that  dares  not  move, 

And  all  tbe  illent  heaven  of  love," 

And  those  who  yet  telt  themselves  outside  that  heaven  were  consoions  it  was  nigh. 

'  One  thing  more.    Your  correspondent  concludes  with  an  appeal  for  "  manly 
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piel; ,"  08  set  off  Eigainst  a  "  sort  of  eicUy  Bentimantal  pietism,  without  a  particle 
of  muscle  or  manhood  about  it."  I  have  already  said  that  &e  very  characterigtio 
of  this  teaching  is  the  absence  of  senUnientalistn.  F^th — faith  is  its  burden. 
Give  yourself  to  the  living  Christ,  and  trast  that  the  living  Christ  receives  you, 
and  ia  in  you,  and  will  keep  yon ;  and  do  this  every  hour,  ia  absolute  independence 
o!  frames  and  feelings.  Abandon  self-seeking,  not  in  a  degree,  but  entirely.  Live 
in  the  spirit  of  the  great  Lore  which  gave  itself  for  the  world.  If  all  ttus  ia  nob 
manly  piety,  if  thieiBnot  the  very  robustness  of  piety,  I  should  wish  to  be  set  right.' 

CONFERENCE  AT  DEEBT. 
A  Conference,  whose  chief  object  was  the  bringing  ChriatianB  nearer  to  each  other, 
and  stirring  them  to  greater  activity  in  Christ's  work,  was  held  at  Derby  some 
weeks  ago.  Many  able,  earnest,  and  interesting  addresses  were  given  by  ministers 
and  laymen  of  various  denominations.  Amongst  those  present  was  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Stewart,  Glasgow,  who  gave  the  following  account  of  what  is  doing  in  Glasgow  in 
this  connection.  He  said  that  at  Glasgow  Green,  in  a  neighbourhood  which  was 
greatly  demoralized,  a  tent  bad  been  erected  ca}>able  of  holdine  about  2000  per- 
soub,  and  in  it  the  gospel  was  preached  every  night.  On  Sunoay  morning  it  wad 
customary  to  gather  the  lame,  the  halt,  the  blind,  the  hungry,  and  the  starving, 
and  to  feed  them.  The  tent  was  the  gift  of  a  man  who  had  been  recently  brongKt 
to  a  knowledge  of  God  by  attending  religious  meetings.  Hundreds  of  worlung 
men  gathered  round  the  tent  every  Sunday  morning,  to  watch  the  poor  people  as 
they  went  to  get  their  morning  meaL  He  hardly  kaew  how  the  money  was  pro- 
vided,, but  it  came  in  every  Sabbath  morning  without  faO  for  feeding  twelve  &t 
thirteen  hundred  people ;  and  that  money  was  given  by  the  working  men. 
Joumeymou  bakers  were  constantly  sending  in  rolls ;  the  merchants  subsOTibed  a 
guinea  a  week,  while  other  persons  contributed  pence.  Thus  the  work  ptooeeded ; 
and  although  ^000  persons  had  been  converted  in  that  tent,  there  were  people  who 
would  ask  whether  it  waa  a  work  of  God.  Some  had  asked  him  whether  he 
thought  all  the  converts  would  stand,  and  he  then  mentioned  to  them  the  parable 
of  the  sower,  and  said  they  ought  to  be  thankful  to  know  that  some  oi  we  seed 
had  fallea  on  good  ground.  He  could  not  help  connecting  the  good  tims  done 
with  the  prayer  meetings  which  had  been  held  daily  in  Glasgow  aver  steco  1B59. 
Union  amongst  Christians  was  also  one  of  the  things  they  were  enioyis^  to  a  great 
extent.  He  did  not  say  they  were  enjoying  a  perfect  vmioD,  out  many  of  the 
barriers  .were  broken  down. 

THE  CONFERENCE  AT  BONN. 
This  may  be  called  the  age  of  Conferences.  In  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  in 
connection  vrith  all  kinds  ot  subjecta,  Conferences  are  held ;  sorely  neAr  before 
waa  so  realized  the  power  of  numbers  and  the  truth  of  the  aphorism,  '  Union  is 
strength.'  Among  tbese  many  Conferences,  the  one  held  at  Bonn  occupies  a  coa- 
spicuoua  place.  It  is  remarkable  alike  for  the  men  assembled,  the  purpose  in 
view,  and  the  conclusions  reaohod.  In  reading  an  account  of  its  proceedings,  one 
feels  quite  taken  by  surprise.  The  things  allowed  to  be  done,  or  not  forbidden, 
seem  often  very  strange.  When  one  reads  that  the  word  of  God  may  be  read  in 
the  vulgar  tongue,  it  seems  as  if  these  '  grave  and  reverend  seignora '  allowed  that 
the  sun  might  shine,  and  a  man  might  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  warmth  and 
beauty  thereof.  It  is  interesting,  though  provocative  of  a  smile,  to  place  these 
things  allowed  side  by  side.  Thus,  in  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
ference, we  find  the  following : — 

' ''  We  agree  that  faith,  working  by  love,  and  not  faith  alone,  is  the  means  and 
condition  ofman's  juBtificati(»i  before  God." 

'  "  Alone  "  waa  objected  to,  on  the  ground  that  it  seemed  to  be  wmed  at  the 


English  articles  of  faith.    The  Bishop  of  nttsbnrgmoved  the  amendment  that  tlie 
words  "  without  love"  should  replace  "alone."     This  w 
position  waa  accepted.     The  sixth  waa : — 


"  Salvation  cannot  be  merited  by  '  merit  of  oondignity,'  because  there  ia  no 
proportion  between  the  infinite  good  of  the  salvaUon  pronuBed  by  God  and  the 

finite  merit  of  man's  good  works." 
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'  The  Bisliop  of  WincheBter  suggested  the  amendment  of  replacing  "  merit "  (in 
italics)  by  "good,"  and  striking  out  "good"  (in  italics).  This nas done,  and  the 
propoaition  accepted.    The  aeventli : — 

' ' '  Wo  agree  that  the  doctrine  of  opera  supererogatioais  and  of  a  thesaurus  meritorum 
sanctorum — i.e.  that  the  overflowing  merila  of  the  eainta  can  bo  traaaferred  to 
othere,  either  by  the  rulera  of  the  Ghorcli  or  by  the  atithors  of  the  good  works 
themBelves — ia  untenable  " — was  commented  npon  at  length  by  Dr.  Dpllinger,  He 
enlarged  upon  indulgences,  and  pointed  out,  among  other  things,  that  Papal 
BuUSjBccording  to  the  Fapisbi,  were  infallible. 

' ' '  We  reject  the  new  Soman  doctrine  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin,  as  being  contrary  to  the  tradition  of  the  first  thirteen  centuries,  acconliDg 
to  which  Christ  alone  is  bom  without  sin." 

'Canon  Liddon  auggeeted  the  interpolation  after  " reject "  of  " as  a  dogma  of 
fMtli."  This,  howcTer,  was  strongly  opposed  by  the  Bishop  of  Pittsburg  and  Dr. 
Nevin,  the  American  chaplain  in.  Bome.  Ga^on  ~I>iddon  said,  thongh  he  was 
convinced  of  the  falseness  of  tiie  new  doctrine,  ho  still  thonght,  aa  far  as  he  could 
nndeistand,  in  the  interest  of  liberty,  a  margin  should  be  left  tor  many  who  would 
be  shut  out  from  the  Union  if  the  original  were  retained.  He  was  supported  with 
enthusiasm  by  a  young  English  Boman  Catholic,  who  expressed  with  fervency  Itis 
conviction  of  the  truth  of  Uie  new  doctrine.  Dr.  Nevin  replied  to  Canon  Liddon, 
tbat  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  for  the  interest  of  liberty  to  protest  against  a  fetter 
the  Pope  had  tried  to  put  upon  them.  Dr.  Dollinger  thought  they  must  pointedly 
resist  this  doctrine,  which  had  been  historically  shown  to  be  false,    lliey  must 

'The  12th  article — "We  agree  that  indulgences  can  only  refer. to  penalties 
actually  imptsed  by  the  Church  herself" — was  accepted  without  discnasion. 

'  The  18tli  article  :— 

'  "  We  agree  that  the  eommemoration  of  the  faithful  departed,  i.e.  a  calling  down 
of  an  outpouring  of  Christ's  grace  for  them,  has  come  down  to  us  from  the  nimi- 
tive  Church,  and  should  be  preserved  in  the  Church." 

'After  a  few  words  from  the  Dean  of  Chester,  who  feared  that  the  old  corrup- 
tions  which  had  sprung  from  it  might  arise  again,  it  was  acceptvi. 

'  Dr.  Diillinger  then  brought  in  the  14th  clause  : — 

'  "  We  acknowledge  that  the  invocation  of  saints  is  not  commanded  as  a  duty 
necessary  to  salvation  for  every  Christian." 

'  This  was  strongly  resisted  by  the  representatives  of  the  Greek  Church,  ■ 

'  M.  JanicheS  said  it  conflicted  with  the  decision  of  his  Church  as  te  the  neceBsity 
of  invoking  saints,  and  he  regarded  the  decision  of  his  Church  as  indicating  his  duty, 

'  Dr.  Dollinger  perfecUy  saw  the  difBculty,  and  withdrew  the  article.' 

Of  the  eminent  ability  and  great  earnestneBs  of  some  of  those  who  took  part  in 
this  Conference  there  can  be  no  doubt.     The  spiritual  history  of  its  distiugoished 

Eresidept,  Dr.  Diillinger,  is  deeply  interesting  and  fraught  with  instruction ;  and 
e  has  the  sympathy  of  many  who  are  in  Rome,  and  yet  not  altogether  of  Bom& 
But  the  work  in  which  he  is  engaged  is  vain.  It  is  his  wish,  if  not  to  found,  at 
least  to  gather  together,  an  authoritative  Church,  which  traces  its  history  to 
apostolic  times,  but  has  no  (earthly)  infallible  head.  But  the  wish  is  futile, 
l^e  Church  of  Rome  has  got  the  only  workable  idea  of  this  kind ;  and  when  men 
break  away  from  it,  and  rejoice  in  liberty  of  thought,  they  will  £nd,  that  though 
there  is  one  true  Church  in  spirit,  yet  it  differs  greatly  in  form,  and  that  the  source 
of  authority  is  not  the  Church,  but  the  word  of  God.  In  this  way  we  follow  with 
interest  the  steps  of  Dr.  Dollinger  and  his  co-workers.  Some  of  them  may  seem 
to  be  retrogressive,  but  the  spirit  of  this  Conference  was  in  reality  that  of  pro- 
gress. At  aU  events  they  cannot  stand  where  they  now  are ;  and  it  is  possible, 
that  while  some  go  forward  to  a  more  pronounced  and  scriptural  Protestantdsm, 
some  may  find  their  way  back  into  a  Church  in  which  authority  reigns  in  all  its 

glory-  ^^ __^^ 
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COMFORT  FROM  THE  CHARACTER  OF  GOD :  A  SERMON. 

BY  KEV.  WALTER  MORI  SON,  D.D.,  LONDON. 

'Be  of  good  cheer  :  it  is  I ;  be  not  afiaid.' — Makk  v'i.  GO. 
NoNB  of  the  miracles  of  Jesus  was  merely  spectacalar  or  morally  nselegs ; 
and  this  impressive  sapematnral  display  of  power  given  in  the  walking  npon 
the  water  was  certainly  no  idle  pageuit,  bnt  was  fitted  to  serve  important 
practical  pnrpoEes.  With  reference  to  its  most  immediate  object,  I  wonld 
remind  you  how  the  people,  impressed  by  the  '  miracle  of  the  loaves,'  had 
jnst'sought  to  make  the  great  Wonder-worker  a  king ;  and  possibly  some  of 
the  disciples  shared  in  the  popular  de^re,  perhaps  wondering,  and  almost 
complaining,  in  themselves,  that  their  great  Master  did  not,  as  the  Son  of 
David,  take  to  Himself  the  temporal  power.  Now  was  not  this  gigantic 
miracle,  the  main  characteristic  of  which  was  its  spectacular  impressiveuess, 
fitted  to  put  an  end  to  the  mistaken  idea  at  once  and  for  ever  1  For  how 
does  it  show  that  Jesns  was  all  too  great  to  be  a  king !  What  temtoiy  that 
conld  be  given  Him  would  not  be  a  limiting  of  the  sovereignty  of  One  who 
thus  ruled  over  nature?  The  steps  of  what  earthly  throne  could  He  be 
asked  to  climb  who  thus  walked  upon  the  billows?  This  was  manifestly 
their  God,  and  how  could  the  people  ask  Him  to  stoop  to  be  a  king?  In 
addition  to  this,  no  doubt  its  primary  purpose,  the  miracle  is  fitted,  by 
the  record  of  it,  to  serve  the  most  important  ends  still.  How  are  we  led  by 
it,  for  instance,  to  the  thought  that — 

I.  Thei-e  is  a-Personal  Power  behind  and  above  Mature  ! 

It  has  become  a  wild,  tempestous  night.  The  moon  drives  fast  through  the 
clonds.  The  gloomy  shores  of  the  lake,  dimly  seen,  seem  to  rise  and  fall 
with  the  tossing  of  the  barque.  The  winds  tear  up  the  water,  and  smite  the 
bow  of  the  boat,  and  beat  about  the  rowers'  heads.  '  It  is  a  wild  night!' 
they  mntt«r  to  each  other.  And  how  natural  it  would  have  been  in  the  cir- 
cuBistances,  when  material  things  were  so  impressive,  to  think  only  of  n^ht, 
and  wind,  and  waves,— to  rest  in  the  mere  physical  phenomena  of  the  scene ! 
Bnt  see  there,  between  the  water  and  the  sky,  unimpeded  by  the  wind,  not 
sinking  in  the  waves,  the  figure  of  a  Person,  who,  when  He  comes  near, 
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epeaks  1  That  PeraoD  has  control  over  nature ;  for  mark,  He  ia  iralking 
npon  the  water,  OTercoming  in  some  way  those  material  laws  according  to 
which  any  one  like  ns  would  have  sunk !  Was  this  quite  an  exceptional 
thing, — a  '  miracle,'  as  we  call  it  T  Taking  only  that  view  of  the  ocenrrraice, 
may  we  not  ask :  Is  there  not  comfort  in  the  thought  that  there  is  a  great 
Personal  Power  who  can  manifest  HimHelf,  and  who  has,  at  least  at  times, 
done  BO,  and  exercised  His  energy  directly  in  the  material  world  T  We  are 
thankful  to  think  of  a  pergonal  Qod,  who  has  fraedom  to  interpose  as  He 
will  in  the  storm-criaes  of  history.  Bnt  are  we  not  taught  rather  to  suppose, 
that,  although  only  occasionally  majtifeatiog  Himself  by  supernatural  or 
extraordinary  working,  He  is  Always  really  present  and  operative  behind  and 
beneath  natnreT  What  else  is  it  that  is  tanght  by  Scripture? — by  the 
Psalms  everywhere,  which  speak  of  the  'God  of  gloiy'  as  'thundering,' 
and  of  His '  feeding  the  young  ravens  when  they  cry 't — and  by  these  words ; 
'  In  Him  we  live  and  move  and  have  our  being  '7 — and  these : '  He  left  not  Him- 
self without  a  witness,  in  that  He  did  good,  and  gave  us  rain  from  heaven 
and  fruitful  seasons'?  And  does  not  right  reason  lead  us  to  the  same  con- 
clusion,, inasmuch  as  we  see  that  there  is  no  native  force  in  what  is  called 
'law'  in  the  material  woridT  Has  not  even  scientific  inquiry  it£elf  been 
brought  to  say  in  these  days,  by  the  mouth  of  one  of  its^most  eminent  repre- 
sentatives,* that  the  'nltimate  force'  in  nature  must  be  '■mind'?  And  if  it 
is  mind  that  is  the  nltimate  energy  in  the  material  nniverae,  it  is  not  mind  as 
destitute  of  inteUigence,  feeling,  and  will,  which  all  belong  to  it  essentially, 
and  of  conrse  exist  only  in  a  person.  The  ultimate  energy  is  God  I  There 
is  an  all-glorious  Being,  He  in  whom  we  believe,  who  can  say  to  ns  when 
we  are  afrajd, — not  merely  amid  the  occasional  storms,  but  beneath  the  more 
awfnt  regularity  of  the  system  of  things,  which  the  thoughtful  mind  is 
tempted  at  times  to  fear,  as  if  it  were  a  mechanism,  or  a  fate,  or  a  happy 
accident,  which  might  change  for  an  accident  of  another  and  disastrons  kind, 
— ^  Be  of  good  cheer :  it  ia  I ;  be  not  afraid !'  Unseen,  Qod  is  always  walk- 
ing upon  the  waves ;  unheard — though  let  ns  listen  and  understand — He  is 
always  saying,  '■It  is  I!' 

A  second  Utoaght  sn^^ested  by  the  remarkable  incident  of  the  passage  is 
that— 

n.  The  Supernatural  ia  in  Divine  Bands  aa  well  as  the  Natural. 

There  are  those  of  ns  who,  believing  in  the  supernatural  as  possible,  are 
afraid  of  it.  It  would  greatly  alarm  us  if  anything  out  of  the  usual  course 
in  the  world  were  to  take  place.  But  why  shonld  we  be  thus  disturbed  in 
feeling  T  Here  upon  the  Sea  of  Galilee  was  a  supernatural  manifestation. 
A  man  walked  upon  the  water !  The  disciples  were  agitated  by  what  they 
saw,  and  cried  out  for  fear.  It  was  a  mistake  on  their  part  to  be  so  afiected, 
for  it  was  no  demon  form  that  strode  over  the  billows.  The  '  prince  of  the 
power  of  the  air '  was  not  on  the  wind.  It  was  no  other  than  the  Master 
and  Friend  of  the  disciples  who  was  coming  op  to  them  in  this  mmsnal  way, 
and  the  words  with  which  they  were  to  be  greeted  were  words  of  comforting. 
Nor  should  we  now  have  any  more  reason  to  be  sfniid  of  the  supernatural,  if 
it  were  to  manifest  itself.  It  is  not  in  unfriendly  hands.  Even  previous  to 
Christ's  coming,  evil  spirits  (whose  operation  in  "the  world  is  not  to  be  denied) 
had  little  power;  but  that  power  has  been  more  and  more  restricted  since 
His  blessed  advent ; — 

*  Dr.  CarpeBter. 
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■  For  from  that  bappj  day. 
The  old  Dragon  nndergroond, 
In  itraiter  limiti  bound, 
Kot  half  SI)  far  easts  hia  uBarpid  awaj.' 

We  shoald  not  need  to  be  afraid  of  supemataral  apparitions,  or  dreame,  or 
'  manifestatioiiB,'  if  such  things  could  come  to  as.  Nor  is  there  reason  for 
our  being  apprehensire  in  view  of  what  shall  one  day  be  a  most  practical 
thing  to  experience,  as  it  is  now  a  most  solemn  thing  to  think  of  even  as  afar 
off.  There  is  to  be,  in  the  fntnre  history  of  onr  planet,  a  great  inbreaking  of 
the  snpematnral.  As  the  present  order  of  things  began,  so  is  it  to  end — in 
the  snpematnral.  The  boming  np  of  the  earth,  predicted  especially  by  the 
Apostle  Peter,  who  compares  it  to  the  delage  of  water  in  loan's  time, 
camiot  be  imderstood  as  merely  metaphorical.  The  globe  is  to  be  literally 
wrapped  in  flames.  Second  causes  will  no  donbt  have  their  part  in  the  bring- 
ing abont  of  the  catastrophe ;  bnt  it  will  be  as  the  result  of  the  special  pro- 
arrangements  of  God  that  the  august  event  will  happen.  There  will  be  a 
visitation  from  Heaven,  a  coming  in  upon  the  long-existing  order  of  things 
far  greater  than  there  was  at  the  time  of  the  Flood — so  great  as  to  answer 
inimportance  to  creation  at  the  first.  And  it  is  a  very  awful  thought,  which 
must  have  forced  itself  at  times  into  the  minds  even  of  unreflecting  men 
amongst  us,  'What  if  I  shoald  be  living  at  that  timet'  or,  'What  if  I 
should  be  brought  into  practical  connection  mth  the  dread  event  from  being 
then  raised  from  the  grave  ? '  Awfnl  as  it  is,  this  is  not  too  realistic  a  view 
which  we  are  taking  of  those  great  coming  occurrences,  and  of  the  relation 
which  we  ehall  individually  sustain  to  them.  It  is  a  view  which,  although 
possibly  not  often  expressed  by  them,  or  even  for  them  in  the  pnlpit,  has 
been,  perhaps,  much  present  to  many  minds.  '  How  shall  we  fore  in  the 
midst  of  the  dread  visitation  t  What  will  come  of  us  when  the  world  is  on 
fire?'  This  answer,  ray  brethren  in  this  great  anxiety,  we  can  calmly  give  : 
That  when  the  terrible  catastrophe  takes  place,  it  will  not  be  as  an  accident ; 
coming  we  know  not  whence,  to  issue  we  know  not  how, — the  fatal  blaze 
struck  out  by  the  fortuitous  collision  of  blind  forces.  No !  Nor  will  it  be 
as  the  hideous  work  of  any  malignant  being  delighting  in  destruction,  madly 
gleeful  over  ruim  When  it  happens,  it  will  be  as  the  predetermined  act  of  a 
Personal  Power,  who  is  wise  and  just  and  kind, — that  Power  who  broke  in 
npon  space  and  nothingness  in  the  beginning  by  the  fair  material  creation, 
and  whose  righteous  and  beneficent  plan  it  is  which  has  been  marvellously  - 
mitolding  itself  in  events  from  the  first  in  the  history  of  the  world.  The  time, 
and  the  manner,  and  all  the  incidents  of  the  great  occorrence,  and  our  posi- 
tion in  relation  to  and  experiences  in  connection  with  it,  will  be  ordered 
every  one  as  the  '  Lord  of  all'  will  order  them  !  It  will  not  be  alarm  that 
will  litl  our  bosoms  then ;  and  it  should  not  be  alarm  that  fills  them  now. 
Awe  will  possess  them,  and  a  sublime  excitement;  bnt  in  company  with  the 
awe  there  will  be  a  hidden  joy.  There  are  some  who  delight  in  a  thunder- 
storm, because  they  have  no  fear;  they  watch  from  their  casement  the 
lightnings  which  come  out  upon  the  cloud,  observing  them  as  if  they 
were  tigers  at  a  distance  at  play.  And  they  do  not  tremble  when  the 
Gerce  bright  creatures  roar.  If  they  are  men  of  piety,  I  do  not  say  that 
this  fearlessness  is  folly.  And  this  I  say,  that  with  similar  fearlessness 
and  strange  joy  we  may,  as  from  afar,  look  onwards  in  faith  into  the 
dark  of  the  unknown  future,  and  see,  wheeling  into  the  field  of  vision,  a 
world  on  fire  I  For  a  Ood  will  have  kindled  it,  and  a  Ood  will  gnide  the 
confl^ratiou  I     Oh,  over  the  billows,  this  time  of  rolling  flame,  I  see  Oi)e 
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walk ;  aod  He  speaks,  and  this  is  vliat  He  sa^ :  '  Be  of  good  cheer :  it  U  I; 
be  ttot  afraid  f 

Bat  let  ns  come  down  aJid  back  in  onr  tboDghts  to  the  ordinary  events  of 
PrOTidence  in  the  present  condition  of  things.    It  is  snggested  to  na,  thirdly, 
that- 
Ill.  Divine  Vieilaliont  are  tomettmee  mt/eteriotts,  and  apparently  threatening. 
whiU  in  realitt/  they  are  idndly. 

"Hie  fishermen-disciples  hare  encountered  an  unexpected  stonn.  Thej 
have  hard  work  at  the  oars,  and  make  little  way.  They  are  wearied.  What 
if,  their  boat  Bwamped,  they  ehonld  go  to  the  bottom?  And  to  add  to 
their  distress,  the  {nviaible  world  itself  seems  to  open  upon  them  with  fresh 
terrors.  They  see,  as  they  think,  a  '  spirit,'  and  are  agitated  with  new  fears. 
All  things  appear  to  be  gainst  them,  Bnt  straightway  the  alarming  ap- 
parition, at  which  they  had  been  gazing  with  fixed  eyes,  resolves  itself  into 
the  famUiar  form  of  their  best  Friend  1  There  comes,  too,  a  calm  aa  im- 
preseive  as  the  storm  had  been.  The  boat  is  pnshed  smoothly  along,  as  if 
fairies  were  at  the  keel,  and  immediately  she  grinds  the  gravel  of  the  shore, 
which  had  been  so  long  toilsomely  sought  in  vaia.  The  disciples  have 
also  got  a  new  possession  in  their  sonla  from  their  experience,  viz.  a  know- 
ledge of  their  Master's  kingship  and  power,  and  kindness  towards  them 
nnder  the  guise  of  apparent  threatening.  Thns  vrill  they  be  led  ever  after* 
wards  to  tmst  Him  implicitly,  even  against  appearances,  in  all  darkest  and 
stormiest  timea.  Through  the  mists  of  the  spray  they  will  search  keenly  for 
His  form,  as  He  comes  towards  them  over  the  sea; — over  the  seal  that  is, 
jaat  by  a  pathway  which  mere  earthly  helpers  cannot  tread !  They  will 
look  for  deliverance  in  extremity,  and  by  ways  impossible  to  man,  impossible 
even  to  God's  onn  ordinary  means !  Amid  the  boom,  and  rattle,  and  shriek 
of  the  storm,  they  will,  with  faith's  fine  ear,  listen  for  the  qniet,  great  word : 
"■  Be  of  good  cheer :  it  is  I ;  be  not  afraid!' 

In  addition  to  these  more  obvions  thonghts,  another  has  been  snggested 
to  me  by  my  text;  or  perhaps  I  ought  more  strictly  to  say,  being  in  my 
mind,  it  has  found  in  the  text  language  which  fittingly  exposes  it.  The 
eviJs  of  the  world  are  a  terrible  mystery  and  trial  to  us.  Why  should  the 
pleasant  lake  ever  darken  under  storm,  so  that  we  find  the  rowing  hard  and 
even  hopeless,  and  are  made  to  look  in  each  othei-'s  faces  in  fear,  and  are 
ready  at  times  to  think  that  we  must  perish  ?  What  is  to  be  the  final  issue 
of  this  vexed  condition  of  things?  What  ia  to  come  of  the  company  of 
troubled  rowers,  caught  in  the  storm  of  sin  and  its  consequences,  npon  this 
stricken  world  of  pursT  Are  they  to  go  down,  or  to  be  saved?  When  we 
look  to  the  sky  for  an  answer,  our  trouble  seems  at  first  only  to  be  increasei3. 
There  advances  towards  us,  as  if  menacingly,  a  shape  that  makes  us  cry  out 
in  new  apprehension.  In  plain  terms,  misconception  of  God  has  added  to 
onr  terrors.  Let  us  wait  till  He  comes  nearer  to  us  out  of  the  gloom,  and 
till  we  hear  Him  speak  1  What  does  He  say  T — '  Be  of  good  cheer :  a  is  I  ; 
he  not  afraid!'  From  what  God  is,  may  we,  then,  gather  comfort  with 
r^ard  to  the  final  issne  of  the  present  disorder  of  things  t  Snch  is  the 
unspeakably  important  question  at  which  I  would  ask  you  now  to  look.  Let 
ns  ponder — 

IV.  The  eUraal  Destiny  of  Men  in  the  Ught  of  the  Character  of  God. 
It  is  a  Intimate  thing  to  reason,  if  only  we  are  able  to  do  so  aright,  from 
what  God  is  to  what  He  will  do ;  and  no  donbt  His  character  is  aucb,  that 


a  conclasioQ  of  '  cheer,'  and  '  not  bring  afrwd,'  may  be  hopefully  drawn. 
Still  we  most  exercise  the  atmost  caution  in  oar  inquiries,  seekiDg  to 
remember  all  that  God  is,  and  also  what  men  are  and  deserve  aa  sinners. 

Undeniably  we  should  be  greatly  helped  to  a  trne  theology,  if  we  were 
able  to  form  a  right  conception  of  the  divine  character  and  disposition. 
Revelation,  extensive  as  it  is,  is  not  the  disclosare  of  the  whole  mind  of  the 
Infinite ;  and  He  may  have  '  many  thinga  to  say  to  as  which  we  cannot  bear 
now.'  And  if  so,  conid  we  truly  comprehend  the  'spirit  He  is  of,'  then  we 
might  be  able  to  forecast  some  of  those  things.  Bat  while  I  say  this, 
believing  that  we  have  had  communicated  to  ns  all  that  is  necessary  and 
proper  for  present  practical  oses,  and  that,  with  our  imperfection,  snch 
attempts  at  forecasting  wonld  be  very  perilons,  I  have  no  thought  of  ven- 
turing to  speculate  in  that  direction,  going  outside  the  record.  1  will  allow, 
however,  that  in  order  to  understand  the  Revelation  which  has  been  actually 
given,  with  reference  to  some  points,  it  is  of  much  consequence  to  know,  if 
possible,  God's  general  disposition  and  feeling  towards  as ;  just  as  sometimes, 
in  the  interpretation  of  a  will,  the  known  disposition  of  the  testator  throws 
light  upon  uncertain  clauses  of  the  docnment. 

We  find  men,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  constantly  acting  on  this  principle  with 
rderence  to  this  question  of  future  destiny.  Have  you  not  heard  some  say 
coarsely,  when  warned  of  the  '  wrath  to  come,'  that  God  would  never  have 
made  men  to — I  cannot  use  to  you  the  actual  word  employed — condmm 
them?  That  was  reasoning  from  a  belief  in  the  necessary  benevolence 
of  God,  although  it  left  entirely  out  of  account  the  fact  of  His  justice,  and 
also  the  fact  that  man  had  made  himself  a  guilty  being,  through  abuse  of 
the  gift  of  free-will.  Not  in  such  an  offensive  manner,  but  on  essentially  the 
same  principle,  do  not  a  few  reflecting  minds  amongst  ns  in  the  present  day, 
taking  different  sides,  too,  reason  on  the  mysterious  and  awful  subject  of 
future  panishment.  According  to  their  conceptions  of  the  character  and 
disposition  of  God,  are  their  hopes  or  their  fears.  Some  of  you  may  have 
heard,  that  when  an  important  proselyte  to  the  Homish  faith  expressed  doubts 
— I  think  it  was  to  Cardinal  Wiseman — regarding  the  eternity  of  punish- 
ments, he  was  advised  by  the  Cardinal  to  go  into  retirement,  and  medi- 
tate for  six  weeks  upon  the  holiness  of  God ;  it  being  believed  that  the 
solemn  contemplation  of  the  Infinite  Purity,  aloi^  with  a  view  of  the  fouhiess 
and  demerit  of  sin,  would  put  an  end  to  the  doubts  for  ever.  And  on  the 
other  hand,  there  may  be  those  of  you  who  recollect  Tennyson's  remarkable 
words  in  his  '  Vision  of  Sin ' : — 

'  At  last  I  heard  a  voice  npon  the  slope 
Cry  to  Ihe  Bumraii,  "la  there  auy  hope?" 
To  which  an  answer  peajed  from  that  high  land, 
Bnt  in  a  tongue  no  man  could  underaEand ; 
And  an  the  glitcmering  limit,  fanrithdrairn, 
God  taade  Himself  an  awful  rose  of  dawnl' 

No  answer  in  articulate  words,  such  as  could  be  comprehended,  was  given ; 
but  a  virtual  reply  was  made,  by  God's  showing  Himself  in  the  tar  horizon, 
not  aa  a  blackening  twilight  settling  down,  but  as  a  '  rose  of  dawn.'  '  O.od 
ii  love!'  says  tJie  poet  in  substance i  'and  although  you  cannot  understand 
clearly  the  individnal  Bible  utterances  on  the  subject  of  punishment,  contem- 
plate God  Himself,  and  as  you  look  you  will  see  a  day,  an  eternal  day,  rising 
in  the  east  or  the  future ! ' 
Now  is  either  of  these  the  right  way  of  setting  forth  this  great  matter^ 
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Which,  if  either,  of  these  two  rq>re8eiit«tiTe3  of  opposed  thought  has  formed 
the  true  conception  of  the  divine  disposition  T  If  we  knew  that  disposition 
aright,  it  wonld  still  be  a  most  difficult  task  for  us  to  apply  the  general  know- 
ledge correctly  in  the  solution  of  particular  cases ;  bnt  this  oppositioa  of 
view  on  the  part  of  two  thoaghtfnl  men  shows  us  bow  hard  it  is  to  determine 
satisfactorily  what  the  disposition  itself  is.  The  one  says : '  Go  tmd  meditate 
upoa  Qod's  hoUntsa ;'  and  the  other  says:  'Qo  and  contemplate  the  divine 
Imei'  While  they  both,  express  a  portion  of  tmtb,  neither  of  the  two  has 
■applied  ns  with  the  key  for  the  unlocking  of  the  whole  mystery.  Each  key 
fa^  with  some  of  the  wards.  We  must  consider,  I  venture  to  say,  not  the 
hoiintM  of  God,  nor  the  love  of  God,  bat  God.  Holiness  by  itself  might 
impel  in  one  direction,  and  love  by  itself  might  impel  in  another  direction ; 
but  the  question  is,  In  what  direction  will  God,  who  is  both  holinesB  and 
love,  and  all  perfection,  movet  It  is  evident  that,  for  tiie  solution  of  the 
ctae,  we  most  consid^  the  diviae  character  as  a  whole. 

But  this  being  granted,  it  will  still  be  asked,  Is  there  not  a  ruling  du^ositum 
in  God,  which  will  give  to  the  final  iasnes  of  things  their  distinctive  characterf 
Among  men,  each  has  his  ruliag  spirit,  so  that  one  is  called  a  just  and 
another  a  merciful  man.  N^ow  is  there  what  corresponds  to  this  in  God? 
Is  justice  or  mercy  regnant  and  finally  detennining  in  His  nature?  TbR 
issues  of  things  will  be  shaped  accordingly.  If  justice  is  regnant,  ponish- 
ment  final;  if  mercy  is  regnant,  ultimate  deliverance  will  be  the  end.  That 
t^ere  is  such  a  dominating  principle  or  ruling  disposition  in  the  divine 
nature  baa  been  concluded  by  some  from  the  Scripture  declaration,  '  God  is 
love,'  the  language  being  taken  as  expressive  of  what  is  most  essential  in  His 
character.  '■  Here,'  it  is  said,  '  is  that  which  is  deepest  in  the  divine  nature, 
"God  w  lovel"'  But  what  will  those  who  thus  reason  answer,  when  we 
quote  an  exactly  similar  expression  nsed  by  Uie  same  inspired  writer,  John, 
— '  God  is  hght'  ?  Whatever  is  meant  by  '  light '  must  also,  according  to 
the  saipe  reasoning,  which  we  do  not  question,  belong  to  the  essence  of  the 
divine  nature.  Now  hght  certainly  includes  not  only  perfect  knowledge, 
bnt  also  holiness  and  righteousness ;  so  that  God  must,  from  His  essential 
nature,  manifest  Himself  as  just  no  less  than  as  merciful. 

It  does  not  seem,  then,  that  we  can  speak  of  a  ruling  ditpoattitm  in  God. 
In  fact,  from  His  perfection,  we  do  not,  when  we  reflect,  expect  to  find  any 
Buch  predominating  principle  or  spirit  in  His  harmonious  nature.  No  si'n^ 
disposition  reigns  in  Him.  He  is  one.  When  He  appears  and  speaks,  He 
does  not  say, '  It  is  righteousness  ! '  or,  '  It  is  love  ! '  but,  '  It  is  //' 

It  is  impossible,  therefore,  to  conclude  from  a  contemplation  of  the 
character  of  God  that  all  men  or  all  sinful  beings  will  ultimately  be  saved. 
For  God,  in  His  self-harmonious  nature,  is  righteous  as  well  as  merciful,  and 
we  cannot  tell  beforehand  what  the  d^nands  of  justice  may  require.  We 
are  to  be  hopeful,  indeed,  for  '  God  is  love.'  Even  the  name  'light'  is  a 
happy  one,  for  light  is  kindhness— '  Truly  the  light  is  sweet ' — as  well  as 
purity.  And  we  must  not  overlook  the  connection  in  which  the  two  parts  of 
our  text  stand.  God's  being  what  He  is,  is  undoubtedly  a  ground  of '  cheer,* 
a  reason  for  '  being  not  afraid.'  But,  on  the  other  hand,  we  may  not  foi^et 
that  '  God  is  light,'  His  nature  including  moral  purity  not  lees  iLaa  benevo- 
lence. The  '  love '  itself  is  a  goodness  containing  in  it  t^  goodness  of  aD 
needed  repression  of  eviL  The '  rose  of  dawn,'  of  whidi  tiie  poet  spe^s, 
he  cannot  but  characterize  as  '  awful.'  And  let  us  remember  that  the  com- 
forting words  which  constitute  our  text  were  addressed  to  '  diidpUs,' — 
xuat  who  had  repented  of  their  sins  aud  returned  to  God  through  Uiat 
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SavioDr  to  whom  they  had  attached  themfielres;  and  we  have  no  warrant,  in 
this  use  of  the  language,  to  conclude  tfiat  it  may  be  taken  home  to  them- 
selvea  by  jail  men,  whether  they  have  repented  and  believed  or  not. 

It  is,  then,  a  negative,  ot,  at  all  events,  a  partial  I'esnlt  alone  which  can 
be  reached  by  thiB  procesa  of  d  priori  reasoning.  We  may  not  say,  'Since 
Qod  is  love,  nnivereal  hi^piness  mast  be  the  final  isaae  of  things.'  Onr 
langoi^e  must  rather  be,  '  Ood  is  God,  and  accordii^  to  Hia  nature  as  a 
faarmoniona  whole  must  the  issue  be.'  Bnt  what  that  nature,  righteouB  as 
well  as  mercifol,  may  reqnire,  and  conseqnently  shape  out,  we  are  nnable  as 
finite  creatures  to  foretell.  We  are  driven  back  '  to  the  law  and  to  the 
testimony.'  There  is  nothing  for  us  bat  to  listen  more  keenly  and  thooght- 
f oily  to  the  '  speech  from  the  high  land,'  trying  to  '  imderstand '  it ! 

It  follows  from  what  has  been  advanced — 

1.  7%ai,  whoever  are  saved,  whatever  thtir  mmber,  mtut  be  taved  through 
Jesus  Christ.  It  is  God  m  Chritt  who  utters  the  words, '  Be  of  good  cheer ; 
it  is  I ;  be  not  afraid  ! '  It  is  that  wondrous  '  I,'  that  divine-human  Person 
who  is  oar  hope.  We  have  concluded  that,  as  Ood  is  one,  the  issne  of 
things  most  be  aa  His  love  and  righteonsDese  operating  together,  in  other 
words,  as  He  Himself,  shall  determine.  Now  when  do  these  meet  and 
operate  harmonionsly  ?  Where  can  the  righteons  GFod  manifest  Himself 
gracionsly  towards  sinners  but  in  '  Christ  crucified,' — the  highest  expression 
at  once  of  love  and  of  righteonsness  in  the  nniverse  ?  Clasping  each  other 
at  the  cross, '  mercy  and  tmth  have  met  together,  righteousness  and  peace 
have  kissed  each  other  I ' 

It  seems  equally  plain — 

2.  That  there  can  he  no  salvation  but  for  tAote  who  take  advantage  of  it  per- 
tawdlg. 

"Hie  disciples  needed  to  hear  and  to  believe  the  words,  'Be  of  good 
cheer !'  before  their  fears  could  be  allayed  in  the  midst  of  the  storm.  And 
how  can  we  be  comforted  under  a  sense  of  guilt  and  condemnation;  unless 
we  listen  to  Ood's  testimony  with  regard  to  His  mercy  in  Christ,  and 
receive  the  testimony  as  with  reference  to  ouraelves  ?  How  can  a  soul  be 
saved  onleae  it  become  the  subject  of  the  salvation  which  it  needs,  any 
more  than  a  diseased  body  can  be  made  whole  without  the  cure  bring 
wrought  upon  and  wtthin  itself  T  We  are,  as  sinners,  conscious  of  condem- 
nation and  apprehensive  of  wrath,  and  need  to  be  assured  of  forgiveness  in 
order  to  enter  into  peace.  We  are,  in  onr  fallen  condition,  corrupt,  and 
require  (there  is  nothing  arbitrary  in  the  matter)  to  undergo  internal  purify- 
ing that  we  may  be  made  good.  Hence  there  must  be  *  r^ientance^ 
which  is  the  soul's  disengaging  of  itself  from  the  evil ;  and  th»e  mast  be 
'  faith,'  which  is  the  soal'e  takiag  on  erf  the  new  life  of  pardon,  and  accept- 
ance, and  holiness,  and  peace.  Beden^tion  cannot  be  more  extensive  than 
the  redeeming.  What  we  receive,  that  we  have.  Let  us  be  Christ's  dis- 
ciples, if  we  would  possess  the  salvation  He  has  brought ! 

Then,  that  being  our  condition,  amid  every  storm — of  troubled  conscienc*, 
or  worldly  trial,  or  fear  of  death, — we  shall  see  the  form  of  our  Helper 
moving  towards  bs  otw  the  billows ;  and  onr  agitated  spirits  within  as  will 
sink  to  rest  beneath  the  sunbeam-touch  of  the  assurance,  '  Be  of  good  cheer: 
it  is  I;  he  not  ajrmidi' 
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WHAT  DOES  WINE  MEAN  IN  HOLY  3CEIPTURE? 

BT  THE  BEV.  ALEXANDEB  KAIB,  U.A.,  MOBNINOSmE.  , 

In  an  article  in  the  Augnat  number  of  thia  Magashie  we  diiciuaed  the  qaeetion, 
'  Was  the  Ijord'e  Supper  institated  with  wine  ? '  Emd  soBwered  it  in  the  affirmative, 
in  sccordaoce  with  the  uaanimoua  teiitmioDy  of  ancient  timea.  This  article  has 
given  rise  to  even  a  greater  variety  of  criticiam  than  we  expected,  with  moat  <^ 
which,  we  sappoee,  we  have  been  kept  acquunted  through  the  kindness  of  fnends, 
known  and  itnsnowu.  Theae  produdiouH  we  have  perused  with  eH  the  care  which 
they  aeetned  to  demand,  but  with  the  exceptioa  of  a  number  of  additional  mistakes, 
we  hare  found  nothing  in  them  with  which  we  were  not  previously  acqu^nted  from 
our  reading  on  both  sides  of  the  sahject.  Oue  point,  however,  on  which  thej  all 
fasten,  is  tite  alleged  unwarranted  assumption,  that  in  Holy  Scripture  and  ordinaiy 
English  '  wine  means  wine,  or  the  fermented  juice  of  the  grape.'  We  had  no  apace 
to  enter  on  this  department  of  the  aubj'ect  in  our  previous  paper,  we  had  no  inten- 
tion of  writing  a  second,  and  accordingly  asBumea  the  common  meaning  of  wine  in 
Hebrew  and  in  English,  which  we  believe  we  were  fully  warranted  in  doing.  We 
would  also  here  remim  the  reader  that  oar  references  were  selected,  from  the 
multitude  which  passed  through  our  hands,  for  the  moat  part  to  prove  both  points 
at  the  same  time,  viz.  that  it  was  '  fcine,'  and  fermeuUd  wine,  which  was  used  at  the 
Faasover  and  Supper.  Now,  however,  that  the  ojmortunity  has  presented  itself, 
we  mean  to  adilrese  ourselves  to  the  more  special  discussion  of  the  queetion,  and 
Bhow  that  yayin  (Heb.)  =  mnos  (Greek)  =  vimtm  (Latin)  =  Wein  (Ger.)  =  icute— means 
*  the  fermented  juice  of  the  grape '  in  the  Bible. 

We  have  to  state  again  very  emphatically  that  the  question  is  not  one  to  be 
determined  h  priori.  It  is  one  simply  ol  historical  and  hnguiatic  interpretation. 
We  are  neither  warranted  nor  competent  to  say  what  God  must  have  dnue,  or  must 
not  have  done,  in  such  a  case.  We  can  only  inquire  what  are  the  facts.  For 
example,  we  find  certain  passages  in  Holy  Scripture  where  wine  plainly  means  the 
fermented  juice  of  the  grape.  We  find,  again,  other  passages  where  it  is  spoken 
of  with  favour,  or  as  connected  with  religious  servicee ;  and  as  the  word  is  identi- 
cally the  same,  and  never  a  hint  given  that  it  ia  to  be  understood  in  such  pasBages 
in  a  different  sense,  we  are  compelled  to  conclude  that  the  sense  muat  be  the  same. 
To  say  that  it  must  mean  unfermented  grape-juice,  or  syrup,  in  these  paaasges, 
because  ue  think  that  God  could  not  possibly  look  with  favour  on  wine,  is  not  to 
interpret  the  meacing  of  language.     It  is  to  put  our  own  meaning  into  it.     It  is 

E Tactically  to  say  :  '  We  shall  moke  this  word  mean  one  thing  when  it  suits  ns ; 
Qt  when  it  does  not  suit  us,  we  shidl  make  it  mean  a  generically  different  thing.' 
We  are  persuaded  that  if  we  were  to  carry  this  mode  ca  interpretation  into  other 
departments  of  Scripture  truth,  e.g.  justification,  or  the  sacrifice  of  our  Lord,  we 
should  soon  find  onnelves  upon  the  rocks.  At  all  erenls,  what  we  have  set  our- 
selves to  do,  is  to  arrive  at  historic  truth  by  the  interpretation  of  words  and  facts. 
We  DOW  affirm  that  '  wine '  techoically  means  the  fermented  juice  of  the  grape. 
In  snch  a  case  the  dictionaries  moat  be  our  appeal,  for  we  cannot  make  mean- 
ings for  words  to  auit  ourselves.  We  take  such  English  dictionaries  as  are 
eaSly  acceesihle.  Johnson  gives  it  as  the  fermented  juice  of  the  giapt ;  the 
Imperial,  as  the  fermented  juice  of  tlie  grape;  Webster,  as  the  fennented  juice  of 

S-apei ;  Kichardson,  as  tie  fermented  juice  of  the  grape  and  other  fruits ;  and 
hambeis,  as  the  fermented  juice  of  the  vine.  The  jJatin  equivalent  is  vinun, 
which  is  syalematically  rendered  into  English  by  teine,  which  we  have  just  seen 
is  the  femienled  juice  of  the  grape.  But  to  make  thia  more  certain,  we  may 
just  remark  that  Pliny  speaks  of  firvere  as  meaning  the  passage  of  mvst  into  wine, 
which  shows  that  wnum  was  distinguished  from  niustum  1^  being  fermented.*  The 
same  is  the  meaning  of  the  Greek  ofno«.  Liddell  and  Scott's  Lexicon  gives  it  = 
wine,  the  fermented  juice  ofthe^ape.  The  same  is  true  of  the  Hebrew  jojin.  All 
English  lexicographeis  render  it  into  English  by  wine,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  Englicdt 
translations  of,  say,  Gesenius  and  Fiirst.  Since  these  lexicographers  are  (xermaus, 
we  may  say  that  the  German  word  Wein  means  exactly  the  same  thing  as  the 
*  Nat.  Eitt.  xlr.  9  \  Bee  ilso  zlv.  E,  at  the  beginning. 
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English  equivalent.  Hence  Sanders,  in  his  large  German  diotJonarj  {in  Gennan), 
defines  it  M  the  fermented  juice  of  grapes.  Surely,  if  we  are  not  to  make  the 
maaninga  of  woida  to  suit  ourselves,  we  muat  hold  that  the  technical  and  proper 
meaning  of  mne  in  these  languages  is  Ihe  fermented  juke  of  the. grape.  It  mnat 
hare  some  adjective  or  phrase  attached  to  it  destroying  or  (nodifying  its  own  mean* 
ing  before  it  can  be  used  to  denote  any  other  substance ;  and  then  it  is  not  the 
word  'wine'  which  baa  the  new  meaning,  but  *  wine '  ji/iM  the  adjective  or  phrase — 
83,  unfermented  wine. 

But  it  is  more  espedally  with  the  Hebrew  and  Greek  words  (^ayin  =  oinos)  that 
we  have  to  do.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  make  something  out  of  the  derivation 
of  yayin,  but  invain,  the  word  being  in  all  probabilityan  original  one;  and  hence  ito 
use  in  the  non-Sbemitic  langnages  as  well.  We  hare  seen  that  it  is  systemaljcally 
rendered  by  English  and  German  lexicographers  by  wine  or  Wein,  i.e.  '  the  fer- 
mented juice  of  the  grape ; '  and  this  is  &e  meaning  borne  out  by  Holy  Scripture. 
Wben  we  wish  to  find  the  meaning  of  a  difficult  word,  we  naturally  prefer  the 
clearest  passages ;  just  as  a  student  of  botany  naturally  selects  the  best-developed 
specimens  be  can  get  for  examination.  We  cannot  do  better  llian  go  back  to  tiie 
passages  cited  in  ouf  previous  article,  which  were  carefully  selected.  We  do  not 
need  to  dwell  apon  them.  '  Noah  drank  of  the  wine,  and  was  drunken '  (Gen.  ijt. 
^t).  Eli  asked  Hannah,  '  How  long  wilt  thou  be  drunken  ?  put  away  thy  wine 
from  thee'  (1  Sam.  i.  li).  The  case  of  Nabal  U  equally  explicit  (I  Sam,  ixv.  36, 
37).  So  ia  also  Prov.  tx.  1 :  '  Wine  is  a  mocker.'  Isaiah  mieaks  of  the  Jews  as 
*  drunken,  but  not  with  wine '  (xsix.  9).  Jeremiah  says :  '  I  am  drunken,  like  a 
man  whom  wine  hath  overcome '  (Tiiii.  9)  ;  and  Paul,  in  £ph.  v.  18,  says :  '  Be  not 
drunk  with  wine,  wherein  is  eicess.'  These  texts  were  deliberately  selected  to 
showtheuaeof  the  one  word  u'iHe(=jayin=oin(w),  which  alone  occurs  in  connection 
with  the  Passover  and  the  Supper,  to  show  its  use  by  different  authors  and  at 
different  ages.  In  all  the  Old  'Testament  texts,  the  word  nsed  in  the  Hebrew  is 
yayin ;  in  the  Septuagint,  oinos ;  and  in  the  Yulgate,  vinum.  Dr.  Ritchie  speaks 
of  these  texts  as  cited  '  at  random  ;'  but  the  criticism  is  not  only  groundless,  but 
comes  with  bad  grace  from  one  wbo  in  the  same  article  has  mixed  together  texts 
which  in  the  original  have  the  different  words  yayin,  bheimr,  and  tirosh.  Furdier- 
more,  we  would  draw  attention  to  the  fact,  that  in  such  texts  as  Prov.  xx.  1,  '  Wine 
is  a  mocker,'  the  word  yayin  has  the  article,  which  is  the  strongest  way  the  Hebrew 
has  of  expressing  the  abstract  or  generic  sense.  The  Hebrew  article  is  prefixed  to 
express  '  the  names  of  clagses  at  objects  which  are  well  knOwn,  as  the  gold,  the 
toaler '  (Geaenius ;  so  also  Bwald).  The  natural  conclusion,  then,  is,  that  not  some 
wine,  bat '  the  class  of  objects '  called  wine,  is  '  a  mocker.'  Again,  the  sanie  con- 
clusion is  naturally  implied  in  the  prohibition  to  the  priests  :  '  Do  not  drink  wine 
.  .  .  when  ye  go  into  tte  tabernacle,'  etc.  (Lev.  x.  9).  The  sentence  ia  a  negative, 
and  therefore  the  predicate,  according  to  the  laws  of  logic,  must  be  taken  in  its 
entire  meaning,  as  including  all  kinds  of  wine.  And  why  were  all  kinds  of  wine 
forbidden  if  it  was  not  fermented?  Surely  passages  of  the  kind  quoted  above, 
which  might  be  greatly  multiplied,  clearly  show  that  j/ny'n,  oinoa,  wine,  must  have 
been  fermented. 

But  this  view  is  foriiher  strongly  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  we  find  texts  in 
which  yayin  is  distinguished  more  or  less  carefully  from  other  words.  We  find  it 
distinguished  from  grapes  in  Neb.  xiii  15:  'Wine,  grapes,  and  figs;'  from  minus 
in  1  Chron.  xii.  40:  'Bnnches  of  raisins,  and  wina;'  from  asi>,  must,  or  newly- 
pretaed  grape-juice,  Joel  i.  5 :  '  Howl,  all  ye  drinkers  of  wine,  because  of  the  a.ii>;' 
from  liroih,  Mic.  v.  16 :  '  Thou  shalt  tread  tlie  tirosh,  but  ahalt  not  drink  the  wine,' 
— where  tJie  ttro«&  yields  the  yayin;  from  debath,  honey,  or  dib>,aB  in  the  case  of  the 
burnt-offering,  and  in  Ezek.  xxvii.  17,  18.  Further,  it  is  distinguished  from  the 
juice  got  from  grapes  by  maceration,  Num.  vi.  3,  where  the  word  is  rendered  in  the 
English  version  by  '  liquor  of  grapes.'  In  the  same  passage  it  is  distingnished  from 
vinegar  of  wine,  and  trom  grapes,  moist  and  dried.  In  short,  we  find  it  distin- 
guished from  grapes,  from  must,  from  vinegar,  and  from  debath.  What,  then,  can 
yayin  be  hut  wine,  the  fermented  juice  of  the  grape  ?  And  if  this  is  not  the  tectinioal  - 
Hebrew  word  for  the  fermented  juice  of  the  grape,  what  can  it  be  ?  Reference  is 
specially  made  to  the  dream  of  Pharaoh's  bntUo;  to  prove  that  yayin  is  unfermented ; 
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bat  ibe  juice  is  not  called  wine  in  the  paaoBge,  which  entirely  BqaArea  with  oarTiew 
of  theqaestioD.  Dr.  Ritchie  has,  indeed,  afiirmed  tlist  Jceephui  csUb  it  ut'ne ;  but 
ifk  this  lie  has  fallen  into  a  mistake.  Joeephos  calls  it  gkulaii  *  (naulHtu  in  Haver- 
eamp's  Ladu  tranilation),  and  we  ehall  permit  Dr.  Ritchie  to  define  glefdua  himself: 
'  The  sweet  unftrmailed  juice  of  the  gn)pe  was  called  gleukoi  by  tiie  Grtda,  and 
Houtum  bj  the  Romans.'  Dr.  Bitohie  has  apparently  beien  misled  1^  L'Eslzaiige'B 
very  inaccurate  English  translatjoQ  of  the  anginal. 

But  since  wine  is  often  spoken  of  with  approval,  and  was  eitensiTelr  used  in 
the  tonple  service,  most  it  not  have  been  mere  gnpe-jniee,  oz  syrup?  The  leal 
cmeetioa  is,  What  does  the  Old  TesfAment  declBre  to  hftve  been  nsed?  The 
Hebrew,  Greek,  and  English  alike  answer  '  wine.'  There  is  not  a  single  hint  givoi 
in  Holy  Sohpture  that  it  was  different  from  (he  common  wine,  the  same  identictl 
woid  being  used  over  and  over  again.  There  is  the  clearest  distinction  laid  down 
M  to  the  aninUla  to  be  oaed  in  the  sacrifices,  but  none  in  regard  to  Uie  wine.  We 
find  the  clearest  dittinction  laid  down  in  regard  to  bread  in  the  bumt-oSerings, — 
in  which  it  was  to  be  not  leavened,  but  nnlearened,  and  pt^iared  in  a  certain  way, — 
bat  uarer  a  single  hint  about  nnf  eimented  wine.  We  even  find  certain  specifications 
laid  down  in  re^id  to  the  oil  in  sereral  cases  (Ex.  uni.  20,  xiii.  40),  but  never 
any  apecificatdonin  regard  to  the  wine.  Sniely  then,  when  everyotber  matter  wssio 
carefully  and  exactly  preseribed  in  regard  to  the  temple  e^-vice,  we  must  condode 
that  the  wine  need  was  just  the  oidinarj  wine,  which  could  not  possibly  ba 
miatak«i,  beoauae  there  were  not  different  hinds  to  mistake.  It  was  so  understood 
by  the  ancient  Jews  and  Christians,  and  tiutil  the  last  fifty  years  or  so  by  univeml 
Ciiristendom.  At  all  events,  we  have  not  come  upon  any  reference  which  shows 
that  even  the  ancient  ascetics  doubted  that  wine  means  the  fermented  juice  of  the 
grape  in  Holy  Scripture.  Surely,  in  the  caae  of  a  book  written  by  men  onda 
divme  inspiistion,  we  must  oonclude  that  the  writera  mean  what  their  langnage 
expresses,  and  diat  in  the  class  of  texts  lefoied  to  wine  means  wine,  othMwine  tii^ 
woold  have  clearly  said  so. 

We  come  now  to  a  different  clan  (d  texts,  on  which  great  BtrsN  is  laid  by 
contioversialistB  (m  the  other  side.  These  are  texts  in  which  tiie  yayin  ia  spoken  of 
as  growing  in  the  dnster,  or  being  in  the  wine-vat  YaipH  is  qx^n  of  aa  grow- 
iag  (m  the  vine,  it  is  said ;  theraore  it  most  mean  grapes.  Bnt  this  is  quite  a 
ownmon  mode  of  speaking  in  wine-growing  countriee.  The  wine  is  growing  on 
the  vine  during  the  summer ;  and  if  not,  then  where  is  it  growing  ?  Bat  yayin  is 
said  to  be  in  the  gn^tes,  therefore  it  must  mean  mere  grape-jnice.  Bat  where  is 
the  wine,  if  not  in  the  grapes,  befc«%  it  ia  pressed  out  and  made?  Of  oonrae  it  is 
there ;  and  the  very  fact  wat  it  is  called  wine  shows  that  it  is  going  to  be  made 
into  wine,  and  not  into  syrup  or  molasses.  If  the  grower  were  going  to  make  it 
into  molasee,  then  he  wonla  speakT  of  the  molsMca,  and  not  of  the  wine,  bemg  in 
the  grapes.  Becaose  we  speak  of  the  bread  beii^  in  the  fidd,  or  the  cider  in  the 
apples,  or  the  jelly  in  the  gooseberries,  or  the  sugar  in  the  caoe,  we  do  not  mean  that 
bread  is  raw  whtat  or  oats,  or  jelly  raw  gooeeberry-ioice,  or  sugar  the  raw  si^  of 
the  sugar-cane.  We  only  mean  that  ^  raw  matonak  are  destined  to  be  omv^ted 
into  ttese  objects,  and  if  they  were  going  to  be  converted  into  differwit  objects^ 
we  would  have  nsed  a  totally  different  mode  of  expressiim ;  and  so,  in  like  manner, 
when  we  speak  of  wine  being  in  the  gr^ie  or  vineyard.  The  sanM  TCMOniug  is 
equally  true  in  regard  to  those  texts  which  speak  of  wine  as  being  in  the  wiiw 
jwesa.  It  does  not  mean  that  in  that  state  it  is  perfect  wine,  but  that  it  is  on  the 
way  to  be  made  true  wine,  acelw^ng  to  langu^e  common  in  eveiy  kind  of  vaau- 
faeture.  The  bakor  ^ttaks  of  the  bread  being  in  the  dongh ;  the  housewife  tells 
the  ehild  not  to  touek  the  jelly,  whidi  is  in  the  basin  v  btnling  on  the  fire ;  the 
manufacturer  speaks  of  the  cane-jnice  or  syrup  ae  being  the  su^r.  In  these 
cases  it  is  not  mtant  thai;  the  dough  ia  periect  bread,  or  the  jnice  jdly,  or  the 
syrap  ngar^  but  it  is  Bsauiedly  meant  that  the  raw  material  is  going  to  be 
converted  into  ^eee  objects,  and  if  it  were  gtAag  to  be  made  into  a  differcot 
object,  the  name  of  that  ol^ect  would  be  Boed  instead.    So  with  wine  in  the  pros; 


jiMio^ac 


M  he  tewled,  and  having  b«- 
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it  is  SO  colled  because  it  it  tlie  vine  in  its  ihen  ccatdition,  aud  ia  on  the  wa^  to 
perfect  wine.  If  the  muiufaetar&r  were  going  to  maie  it  into  dibs  or  molaaseB, 
uien  he  would  oall  it  molanea,  and  not  wine.  All  the  texts  of  this  clan  aie 
therefore  juat  what  we  might  e^>ect,  and  are  in  complete  accordance  witii  common 
language  all  the  world  orei,  and  eapeciall^  in  wine-growing  countries.  In  order, 
then,  to  prove  that  wioe  means  unleimented  grape-juioe,  or  syrnp,  or  molaaaes, 
onr  frieuda  most  produoe  a  fair  number  of  texte  where  wine,  fuU  made,  laid  up  in 
bottles  or  otherwise,  and  used  at  meals  as  a  beTcmge,  ia  diatinctlf  spoken  o(  as 
uofermented.  Such  texts  have  never  jet  been  produced ;  and  we  may  reason- 
ably conclude  that  a  book  which  diatinguiahes  ao  carefully  between  leavened  and 
unleavened  bread  would  have  as  carefully  distinguiahed  between  fermented  and 
nnfermented  wine,  whan  the  distinction  is  certainly  of  greater  moral  importance, 
if  there  had  been  such  a  thing  aa  unfermented  wine,  which  alone  might  be  uaod. 

We  mean  now  to  look  at  some  of  the  aius  of  texts  referred  to,  and  afaall  aelect  ■ 
few  put  prominently  forward  by  the  other  aide.  One  of  these  is  Num.  vL  4,  where 
in  tbe  Hebrew  the  vine  is  cailed  the  '  vine  of  the  wine,'  or  the  wine- vine,  to 
distinguish  it  from  other  kinds  of  vines  (cf.  2  Eiu^  iv.  29,  etc.).  The  exprenion 
Lb  exactly  parallel  to  '  sugar-cane,'  and  implies  that  wine  was  the  distinguishing 
produce  of  the  vine ;  and  if  molasses  had  been  its  commcm  produce,  it  would  have  - 
been  called  the  molaaaea-Tine,  In  Dent,  xxviii.  39  we  read:  '  Thou  ahalt  not  drink 
vine,  nor  gather  (it),  for  the  worm  shall  eat  it.'  The  best  way,  as  nsnal,  here  is 
just  to  ati^  to  the  true  meaning  of  w«da :  '  They  would  not  drink  wine ;  tb^ 
would  not  even  gather  it,  for  the  worm  would  eat  it '  (when  in  the  grape  form  of 
stage),  which  is  a  use  of  language  quite  commm  in  wine-growing  counlnea.  If-we 
unwarrantably  change  ^ayi'n  h^e  luto  grapes,  then  we  must  with  equal  violence 
change  the  commcai  verb  to  drink  into  eat,  or  suck,  when  it  ia  actually  distin* 
guished  from  the  verb  to  eatia  the  ve^  same  verse.  In  Jer.  zl.  10  the  Jews  are 
commanded  to  gather  '  wine,  summer-iroits,  and  oil  (ikeniat) ; '  whoiee  it  is  in- 
ferred that  wine  must  mean  grapes,  and  of  course  oil  olive-berries.  One  would  have 
thought  that  the  summer- fruits  here  would  have  included  both  the  grapes  and  the 
olive-berries,  and  that  wine  might  easily  mean  wine  and  oil  mean  oil  (cf.  2  Sam. 
xvi.  1).  But  at  all  events,  if  wine  means  grapes  here,  it  ia  only  because  they  are 
the  raw  material  of  wine,  and  going  to  be  made  into  wine;  and  if  they  were  to  be 
made  into  dibs,  they  would  have  been  called  diii.  In  like  mannei  we  are  to 
undentaod  such  texts  as  Isa.  xvi.  10,  zlviii.  S3,  etc.,  where  the  wine  ia  spoken  of 
as  being  in  the  press.  That  was  the  state  in  which  the  wine  then  was ;  and  its 
destination  was  to  become  wine,  otherwise  it  would  have  been  called  eymp  or 
molasses.  In  like  manner,  we  find  meal  and  even  grain  spoken  of  as  loead  (S 
Kings  iv.  22  ;  Job  xxviii.  5),  jnst  because  these  matwiala  were  going  to  be  converted 
into  bread.  Another  text  referred  to  is  Isa.  Iv.  1.  Here  it  is  said  that  wioe  most 
be  something  that  can  be  etAea. ;  but  as  weU  might  we  say  that  water  or  milk  is 
fffimething  that  can  be  eaten.  Tbe  mistake  all  arises  from  not  noticing  that  the 
Hebiew  verb  i<x  buy  is  tbe  regular  dettomiaiatim  verb  signifying  to  hug  grain  or  fond 

SGen.  xli.  56,  hi,  xliL  5),  a  mistake  which  might  have  been  avoided  l^  looking  at 
Wk  next  verse.  Again,  in  Gen.  xlix.  11,  '  blood  of  grapes '  is  parallel  to  yai/in,  and 
therefcoe  yaytn  means  the  raw  juice  of  the  grt^,  it  is  said ;  ss  if  in  the  very  next 
verse  this  yo^  were  not  qmken  of  as  producing  iutoxicwting  effects.  The  word 
(AAocAUJ)  there  used  is  applied  to  '  the  djarh,  fiatiung  eyes  of  a  peiscm  excited 
through  wine '  (Ges^uB  uu  Furat)  ;  and  the  coiresptHiding  noun  is  used  in  Fror. 
-rriil  39,  vrbere  the  meaning  is  plain.  A  similar  remark  maybe  made  in  regard  to 
Deut.  xxxiL  14:  'Thou  didst  drink  the  blood  of  tiie  grape— wine'  {hhaner). 
Here  the  '  blood  of  tbe  gtape'  ia  apoken  of  as  khemtr,  a  wcid  derived  from  the 
Qonunon  Toctt  to  ftrmait,  ana  applial  in  its  Qialdee  form  to  the  vine  drunk  by 
PelfthawMJ,  It  ia  a  common  Ghaldee  equivalent  for  wine,  and  Ihe  common  word  in 
Syria  at  the  piesent  day,  wheie  it  means  fermented  wine  always  and  only.  Oat 
opponents  forget  that  '  blood  of  the  gmpe '  is  a  very  natural  poetic  ei^o^ssiDa  iat 
red  wine,  quite  common  in  such  a  wine-growing  country  as  Germany,  and  of 
which  it  would  be  ea^^  foe  ss  to  produce  numerous  examples  in  which  it  means 
nothinc  but  wine. 

We  hove  now  finished  oar  Bible  inveetjgatioa ;  and  in  dosing  it,  would  draw 
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attention  to  the  fact  Uiat  the  opposite  mode  of  intwpret&tim),  wbich  bc^na  hj 
ohaDging  the  imeaning  of  yayin,  nu  to  maintain  it  by  carrying  thia  violent  Systran 
of  change  to  a  moot  unwanantahle  degree.  To  back  op  the  fake  interpretation 
wit^  which  it  starta,  it  has  to  change  Uemer,  '  wine,  bo  called  from  fermentation,* 
into  molasses ;  iheehar,  '  strong  diink,'  into  a  '  sweet  drink ; '  hhamels,  '  ieavened 
bread,'  mnst  be  made  to  inclnde  wine,  thoagfa  nerer  applied  to  it  in  the  Bible ; 
achat,  *  est,'  nmst  also  mean  '  drink  -, '  and  shalhah,  '  drink,'  miut  also  mean  '  eat,' 
or  'auck;'  meihiuko  or  intlhuo,  'be  dmnk  with  wine,'  muat  mean  'be filled'  with 
grape-juice ;  and  paroinoi,  '  drunken,' '  given  to  wine '  (1  Tim.  iii.  3),  mncrt  mean 
ii«ar  wine.  Hhalab,  'milk,'  must  be  changed  into  'batter,' and  even  'che^M 
and  debaA,  honey  (or  dibs),  ioto  wine.  Every  one  who  has  read  on  the  qneBtion 
knowB  tiiat  all  tlkeae  words  have  had  more  or  len  violence  done  to  their  accepted 
meaning;  and  we  might  easily  increase  the  number.  Sorely  a  STBtem  of  inter- 
pretation which  proceeds  in  this  way  must  be  grounded  on  false  prindplea,  and 
only  needs  to  be  carried  into  other  departments  to  produce  the  most  dangravos 
results. 

We  now  proceed  briefly  to  give  some  adequate  testimonieB  in  regard  to  the  facts 
in  the  East,  and  we  take  them  from  men  who  have  bug  rend<^  there,  and  are 
familiar  widi  the  language  and  ccwtome  of  the  country.  We  have  already  referred 
to  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Kli  Smith,  to  Uie  effect  that  be  never  saw  nor  heard  of  un- 
ftrmenled  wine  in  Syria,  notwithstanding  all  hia  inquiriefl.  We  adduce  from  him 
only  the  following  additional  extracts,  the  italics  in  the  quotations  being  ours  :— 
'  In  regard  to  the  wine  used  at  the  sacrament,  I  have  questioned  both  Papal  and 
Oreek  prieata,  and  received  the  same  answer.  It  mnst,  they  say,  be  perfect, jmrt 
wine.  Ifvnfermented,itu!iUnotaruwer.  .  .  .  To  this  (the  use  of  wine  at  the  FasB- 
OTer)  the  custom  of  the  Jews  in  Palestine  now  corresponds.  In  1885  I  called  on 
the  chi^  rabbi  of  the  Spanish  Jews  in  Hebron  daring  the  feast,  and  was  treated 
with  unleavened  bread  and  mine.  Finding  the  wine  was  fermented,  I  asked  him 
how  he  could  consistently  nee  it  or  have  it  in  his  hooae.  He  replied  .  .  .  that  it 
did  not  come  within  the  prohibition  ol  the  feast.'  *  It  is  also  plain,  whatever 
'  Theta,'  may  think,  that  Dr.  Bobinson  evidently  held  the  same  general  view  in  regard 
to  Bible  wine ;  for  he  gives  Tnethasta  and  methuo  their  correct  meaning — '  be  drunk,' 
'  get  drank,'  in  such  testing  passages  as  John  ii.  10  and  1  Cor.  xi.  21. 

Dr.  Van  Dyck,  who  was  misraonary  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  Syria, 
testifies  to  exactly  the  same  effect  as  Dr.  Eli  Smith,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  October 
Magazine.  We  quote  only  a  sentence  or  two :  '  There  is  not,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  find 
out,  never  was,  anything  tike  what  has  been  called  uafermented  wine  (in  Syria).  The 
thing  is  unknoicn  in  the  Bast.'  In  regard  to  the  Jews  be  says :  '  At  the  Passover, 
only  fermented  wine  u  used.  As  I  said  before,  there  is  no  ouier,  and  they  have  no 
idea  of  any  other.  The  native  Churches,  Evangelical,  Maronite,  Greek,  Coptic, 
and  Armenian,  all  use  fermented  wine  at  the  communion.  They  have  no  other,  and 
have  no  idea  of  any  other.' t  And  yet  Dr.  Lees,  with  hia  usual  inaccuracy, 
aaserts  that  *  all  the  oriEinsl  Eastern  Churches  to  this  day  use  unfermented  wine ! ' 
Dr.  Laarie,  who  was  ^ao  mimionary  in  Lebantm  for  a  number  o!  years,  testifles 
that  in  Syria  '  the  juice  (of  the  grape)  is  atored  away  after  it  has  been  properly 
fermented,  and  then  only  it  it  called  wine.  .  .  .  The  molasses  made  by  boiling  down 
the  juice  before  fermentation  it  never  called  wine,  or  even  classed  among  drinks. 
It  is  called  dibs.'  X  It  is  true  we  have  Dr.  Ritchie's  affirmation  that  '  the  name 
(wine  applied  to  the  unfermented  juice  of  the  grape)  is  quite  common  in  the 
East.'  But  in  view  of  auch  authorities  as  we  here  adduce,  we  may  well 
be  excused  if  we  venture  to  think  that  he  has  only  fallen  into  uiother  mistake. 
'Theta,'  in  last  Magazine,  quotca  from  Mr.  Homes,  whom  he  persists  in  callii^ 
Holmes.  Mr.  Homes  was  a  miaaionary  in  Constantinople,  which  is,  of  coarse,  at 
some  distance  from  the  Holy  Land.  He  distinctly  oeclaree  that  wine  only  is 
called  wine,  and  nardeuk  is  never  so  called.  We  give  an  additional  quotation 
from  the  same  article  to  help  out  that  of  '  Theta' :  '  All  that  which  is  note  called 
wine  in  the  East  is  as  truly  wine  as  tltat  which  is  called  wine  in  France.  Whether 
boiled  or  not,  whether  sweet  or  tour,  all  the  known  winet  are  intoxicating.'  After 
speaking  of  the  boiling  of  the  juice,  before  fermentation,  to  make  it  thioker,  be 
'Sai.  Ok.  18*6,  p.  888.  ^  Ibid.  1B69,  pp.  170, 171.  t  Ibid.  1869,  p.  687. 
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Bays :  '  "  An  inspisaated  wine  "  sbonld  never  be  confounded  with  lui  "  iospuaated 
grape-jaioe."  Tlie  former  gives  na  an  inloxicating  liquor,  and  the  latter  a  sffrup  or 
moUusm.  ...  In  some  districta  the  people  regard  the  boiled  aina  aa  stronger  tfaan 
the  umplf  fermented  ones.  Those  of  Monnt  Lebanm  are  stronger  than  the  majocin 
of  those  of  France.'  Speaking  even  of  raiHti-wine,  he  dtstjnctlv  declares  that  it  la 
jermeitied,  and  poesessea  of  exhilarating  qo^tdea.*  Surely  such  clear  and  concur- 
rent testimony  cannot  be  set  aside. 

We  conclude  by  stating  that  tve  believe  we  were  justified,  in  tiie  wast  of  space, 
in  asBuming  that  wine  means  wine  in  Holy  Scripture.  We  close  with  two  more 
quotations.  One  is  from  Dr.  Hodge :  '  The  wine  of  the  Bible  . . .  was  not  the  juice 
OE  the  grape  as  it  eiista  in  the  fruit,  but  that  juice  submitted  to  such  a  process  of 
fermentation  as  secured  its  preservvtion  and  gave  it  the  qualities  ascribed  to  it  in 
Scripture.  That  oinoj  in  the  Bible,  when  unqualified  by  soch  terms  as  n«r  or  sweet, 
means  the  fermented  juice  of  tbe  grape,  is  hardly  an  open  qneetion.  It  has  never 
been  questioned  in  the  Church,  if  we  esct^it  a  few  Christians  of  the  present  day. 
And  it  may  safely  be  said,  that  there  u  not  a  scholar  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  who 
hag  the  least  doubt  on  the  auhj'ect.'  f  We  adduce  another  quotation  from  Dr.  Schaff, 
who  may  be  regarded  as  speaking  from  the  more  German  side  of  the  question. 
We  quote,  of  course,  only  with  a  view  to  the  question  of  fact  before  us.  He  de- 
claT«e  that  it  is  '  contrary  to  all  exegetical  tradition  tiiat  the  wine  generally  used 
in  Faleatine  was  tie  unfermented  juice  of  the  grape.  .  .  .  The  wine  of  the  Bible  was 
no  doubt  pure  and  ujiadullerated,  but  it  was  genuine  and  real  wine  ;  uid  like  all 
wine  in  wine-growing  countries,  exhilarating,  and,  if  taken  to  excess,  intoxicating.' 
'  To  lay  down  the  principle  that>  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  as  a  beverage  it  a 
sin  per  se,  is  to  condemn  the  greater  part  of  Christendom,  to  contradict  the  Bible, 
and  to  impeach  Christ  Himself,  who  drank  wine  (He  was  alauderously  called  a  wine- 
bibber),  who  made  wine  by  a  miracle,  and  who  instituted  the  Holy  Communion 
nnder  tJie  symbols  of  bread  and  wine.']:  We  close  with  a  simple  rSerence  to  Dr. 
Eadie,  whom  Dr.  Ritchie  assuredly  miaunderstands.  We  have  not  space  to  quote, 
but  may  say  that  while  he  says  yayin  '  seems '  sometimes  to  mean  grapes,  he  un- 
doubtedly holds  that,  when  it  is  applied  to  liquid  proper,  it  means  only  fermented 
liquid;  and  according  to  him,  it  was  with  this  liquid  tluit  the  Supper  waainstitatod, 
and  the  fact  was  never  doubted  in  the  ancient  Church.  % 
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These  words  occnr  in  one  of  the  Psalms;  displays. of  His  glorious  perfections  in 

and  there  are  many  other  statements  of  the  '  wonderful  works  which  He   has 

similar  import  in  the  Scriptures  of  the  done ; '  and  of  the  latter,  His  goodness 

Old    TestEunent.     Bat  the  truth   thus  and  bounty,   or   the  various  blessings, 

asserted  ia  one  in  which  Christiana  are  temporal  and  apiritual,  whioh  He  fa^ 

as  deeply  interested  as  were  believers  of  bestowed  upon  us.    In  both  these  views, 

old,  and  we  shall   therefore  endeavour  praise,  undoubtedly,  is  the  grand  em- 

to  point  out  Bome  of  those  modes  of  ploymeut  of  glorified  saints.    But  the 

praising  and  glorifying   God  that   are  praise  which,  tlioy  offer,  though  of  the 

unknown  in  the  state  of  the  dead  or  in  most  exalted  kind,  and   in  the  highest 

the  world  to  come — in  which,  for  this  degree  glorifying  to  God,  must,  in  some 

reason,  Hia   people   should    diligently  important  respects,  be  widely  different 

employ  themselves  while  they  are  the  from  the  praise  of  God's  people  in  this 

living  on  earth.  lower  world.     The  adoration  of  the  re-    . 

Pnuse  properly  consistB  in  the  devo*  deemed  in  heaTen  is  expressive  of  the 

tional  expression  of  oertain  sentiments  most  ardent  love,  combined  with  the 

and  emotions    about  God   and  divine  most  profound  reverence ;  but  it  is  only 

tbingg.     It  possesses  the  character  either  on  the  earth  that  we  can  praise  God  I^ 

of  adoration  or  of  thanksgiving, — the  giving    Him    our    hearts  while  other 

subjects  of  the  former  being  the  great-  objects  exist  around  us  that  solicit  our 

ness  Euid  excellence  of  G^,  and  the  regard,  by  resisting  the  impious  or  in* 

•  Bat.  Sac  1848,  p.  28B.  f  Tkaot.  vol.  ilL  818. 

t  Lange's  John,  ii.  l-Il— note.  g  C^^.,  art  '  Wine.' 
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ordiiutocliJiiuc^  these  peTBOiia<«tliiDgR  ChrisHm  beneTolence,  onr  compwion 

OD  oar  ttffeetioiu,  ind  miking  God,  in  for  periHliiDg  nnDera,  and  oar  Hympathj 

Oppoati(»  to  them  all,  the  object  of  our  wHh  'them   thbt  snffer  adversity;'   it 

mpnme  veneration,  and  eonfidenoe,  and  hoconn  the  mediatiaQ  of  Chiiat,  and 

love.    In  heaveu,  the  uinta  of  the  MoM  givM  icope  forUie  gracione  opeistion  of 

High  will  praise  and  honoor   Him  as  the  H0I7'  Spirit.     These  are  sentunents 

*  the  blessea  and  only  Potentate,'  who  and  affections  by  vhieh  Ccod  is  glorified, 

'doeth   aooording  to   His  will   in   the  Bat  they  ref^,   chieSy  or  solely,  to  a 

army  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabit-  state  of   imperfeetJon ;    and  prayer,  u 

ants  of  tiie  earUi,'  and  who  is  *  righteous  it  is  now  presented  at  His  throne,  can 

in  all  His  ways,  and  holy  in  all  Hia  have  no  place  in  heaven,  where  there  ii 

voib;'  but  they  will  no  longer  have  'the  fulness  of  joy.'     Id  their  preseBl 

ooeamon  to  adore  Him  in  such  language  form,  and  in  the-  circnrnstances  in  which 

as  that  of  the  Fsalmiat,  '  1  know,  O  they  are  now  made,  the  prayers  of  the 

Lord,  that   Thy   iadgments   are  right,  sointaare  ended  at  death.    The  redeemed 

and  that  in  faithialneas  Thon  hast  af-  above  no  longer  '  come  to  the  throne  of  . 

flicted  me ; '  or  of  Job,  '  The  Lord  gave,  grace,  that  they  may  obtain  mercy,  and 

and  the  Lord  halh  taken  away :  blMsad  find  grace  to  help  tiiem  in  the  time  of 

be  the  name  of  the  Lord.'    They  will  need,'    Then,  then,  let  ub   '  cohliniie 

'  be  thankful  unto  the  Lord,  and  bless  imtant    in     prayer.'      Let    ns    imitate 

His  name.'    But  we  are  called  to  praise  David,  who  said,  'Evening,   morning, 

God  on  earth  for  manifold  blessings  that  and  at  noon  will  I  pray ; '  and  Danid, 

will  no  longer  be  needed  by  us  in  heaven,  who  'kneeled  upon  his  knees  three  times 

— for  His  goodness  displayed  in  giving  a  day,  sad  prayed,  and  gave   thanks 

ns  'the  tilings  tiiat  are  needfol  to  the  before  his  Ood.'    Let  us  'pray  alwsy,' 

body ; '  and  for  His  mercy  and  grace  in  and  '  pray  everywhere ; '  and  '  in  every- 

forgiving  out  iniquities,  and  sapplying  thing,  by  prayer  and  supplication,  with 

those  wants  of  the  sool  that  will  cease  thutluigiving,  let  our  requests  be'madc 

to  exist  when  it  shall  be  made  perfect  in  known  unto  God.'     Let  ua  '  pray  with 

holiweRH,  and  pan  into  glory.  all  penever&ece  and  supplication  for  aJI 

Here,  then,  let  us  say  with  David,  sainta '  and  '  for  all  men,'    Let '  prayer 

'I  will  ung  onto  the  Lewd  as  long  as  I  be  made  for  Messiah  continually,'  for 

live;  I  will  sing pr^se  to myGod  while  the  pro?reasive  advancement  and  the 

I  have  my  being,'     '  Every  day '  let  us  universJ^  triumph  of  the  kingdom  of  our 

'  bless  Him '  who  '  daily  loadeth  ua  with  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  and  in  this  let  onr 

benefits,  even  the  God  of  our  salvation.'  supreme  desires  and  hopes  attain  their 

*  Seven  timea  a  day '  let  uh  '  praise  Him,  consummation.    '  Blesaed  be  His  glorioos 

bec&nse  of    His  rigbteons  jndgmenta.'  name  forever;  and  let  the  whole  earth 

ThB  saints  of  Qod  will  do  this  work  in  be  filled  with  Hia  glory.     Amen  and 

a  better  manner  in  a  better  world  ;  bnt  Amen.' 

iet  them  Aim  to  do  it  here,  in  the  forms        God  is  praised  by  xas  in  the  celebra- 

appropriate  to  the  present  state,  with  tion  of  all  His  ordinances,  when  we  are 

all  the  energy  and  conBtBDicy  of  which  infinenced  by  a  desire  to  honour  His 

they  are  capable.     'They,'  says  an  old  wisdom   and    authority   in    appointing 

writer,   '  that  make  this  their  constant  them,  to   receive   the   spiritu^   benefit 

work  on  earth,  shall  hare  it  their  ever-  whidi  they  are  mtMided  to  impart,  and 

lastdng  bliK  in  heaven.'  to  promote  the  glory  and  iiit«resta  of 

But  the  work  of  pnuse  to  be  per-  Chnat  by  the  confession  of  Hia  name 

formed  by  the  people  of  God  on  earth  before  men.    But  these  ordinances  are 

may  be  regarded  «•  including    much  all  adapted  to  the  present    imperfect 

more  than  the  direct  acts  d  adoration  state ;  and  '  when  that  which  is  perfect 

and  thanksgiving.    Prayer  may  be  said  is  come,'  they  shall  be  'done  away.' 

to  be  a  service  of  praise  befitting  onr  Worship  will  no  longer  be  presented  by 

present    condition.      It    acknowledge  faith  in  the  inatructions  of  the  written 

onr  dependence  npcm  God,  and  testifiee  word,  nor  through  the  medium  of  aym- 

onr  confidence  in  Him ;  it  indicates  the  boHoal  fnatitntions.      The  worahippeis 

high  value  that  we  put  on  the  bleeni^  are  '  before  the  throne,'  and  '  see  God's 

exhibited  in  the  ■ezoeediiig  gneX  and  foce,  and  serve  Him.'    They  are  'with 

predouspronuBes' which  Benss  given  Chriat,  whoe  He  is.'    neyno  longer 

ns;  it  is  a  means  of  ecpressing  our  need  to 'hear  of  Hff  by  the  hearing  of 
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the  ear,'  for  now  'tkeir  e^M  we  tiie  P^'se,  b^  erindDg  our  peraaaaion  erf 

King  in  His  beautj.'     They  have  also  Hii  Borereigntj  and  His  righteouBness, 

'finished  their  teBttmonj,'  and   Christ  and  onr  confidenoe  in  His  wisdom  and 

has  rewarded  their  confesdou  of   Hitn  love,  and  attesting  the  reality  and  the 

before  men  bf  '  confessing  them  before  pover  of  the  coneolatdoos  which  His 

Hia  Father  who  is  in  neaTeo.'     The  word  and  Spirit  impart 
ordinances  of  religion  are  '  wells  of  ul-         We  ^orilj  God  bf  '  striving  against 

vation,'  opened  for  the  refreshment  of  sin,'  '  lesistang  the  devil,'  '  overcoming 

Giod's  people  ' la  a  weary  land ; '  'pools '  the  world,'  ' fighting  the  good  fight  of 

prepared  for  them  bj  the  way,  ana  filled  futh.'     But  the  present  onlyiHthemili- 

with  rain  from  above.    Hereittflr,  dwell-  tant  state ;  in  another  world  the  warfare 

ing  in  '  the  paradise  of  God,'  they  ahaJ]  is  ended,  and  the  enemies  whom  we  now 

'  £inh  of  the  river  of  His  plaamireB ; '  see  we  shall  see  i^ain  no  more  for  ever, 

and  '  the  Lamb,  which  is  in  the  midst  of  Here,  then,  let  us  persevere  in  die  con- 

the  throne,   ahall  feed  them,  and  diall  flict,   still   '  taking    to    us    the    whole 

lead  them  to  living  fountains  of  waters.'  armour '  which  '  the  Captain  of   onr 

But  while  we  are  ha«,  let  ns  ^orify  salvation '  has   providod    for   ns,  and 

God  by  evin<jng  an  ardent  love  to  His  strengthening  ouiseWeB  in  the  Lord  and 

hoDBe,  and  ' coDtihuing  stedfsstly,'  like  in  the  'power  of  His  might,'  till,  having 

the  primitivediseiplee,  in  the  observance  been   'faithful   unto  death,'  we  shi^ 

of  those   sacred   ordinances  which   are  obtain 'the  crown  of  life' and  glory, 
appointed  to  be  the  grand  channels  for         In  this  world  God  displays  ffis  merci- 

the  conveyance  of  'all  spiritual  blessing^'  fnl  kindness  in  comforting  and  relieving 

to  the  souls  of  men,  and  the  principal  those  that  are  anyways  dieted  or  dia- 

means   of   declaring   God's    glory  and  tressed ;  and  He  is  glorified  by  ns  when 

p^petoating  His  name  in  the  world.  we  imitate  His  benevolence,  and,  accord- 

'Thepeopleof  God  praise  Him,  as  with  ing   t«   our  means   and    opportunitiea, 

their  hearts  and  wiui  their  lipe,  ao  in  take  pleasure  in  aUeviatJng  tiie  miseries 

their  lives.     By  obeying  His  command'  of  our  fellow-men.     But  there  will  no 

ments,  by  doing  what  He  enjoins  and  longer  be  room  for  deeds  of  eompasmon 

avoiding  what  He  forbids,  they  acknow-  and  mercy  when  the  present  state,  with 

ledge  the  law  which  He  has  given  them  aU  its  manifold  ilia,  shall  have  come  to 

to  be  '  holy,  and  just,  and  good,'  and  do  an  end.    Here,  then,  '  as  we  have  oppor- 

homage  to  His  supreme  authority  ;  and  tunity,'  or  '  while  we  have  the  season,' 

in  heaven  this  homage  will  be  pore  and  and  in  proportion  as  we  have  it,  '  let  ns 

perfect.     Bat  (as  hw  already  been  in-  do  good  nnto  all  men,'  to  their  bodiefl 

dicsted)  there  is  a  passiTe  obedience  as  well  as  to  their  souls,  for  the  season  is 

required  from  Christians  on  earth,  a  fast  passing  away. 

patient    endurance    of    afflictions    and         In  the  heavenly  world,   besides  the 

trials,  according  to  God's  will,  which  is  exercises  that  relate  immediatdy  to  God, 

raunently  glcd^ing  to  G^od,  as  a  prsc-  we  cannot  doabt  that  there  will  be  em- 

ticaJ  acknowledgment,  not  easily  made,  ployments  for  the  redeemed  aridng  from 

of  His  sovereignty,  Hia  wisdom,  His  the  intimate    and   endearing  rda^ons 

righteousness,  faitUolness,  and    love ;  they  sustain  to  one  -another.    '  Who,' 

and  it  is  on  earth  only  that  this  obedi-  says  one,  '  will  preanme  to  assert  that 

ence  can  be  rendered.     Patience  bos  its  they  are  not  int«nsely  occupied  in  ren- 

wmk,  its  '  perfect  work '  here ;  it  can  dering  services  to  each  other,  in  labours 

have  no  place  in  heaven,  where  'there  eipressive  of  reciprooal  love,  and  in- 

ahall  be  ;io  more  death,  neither  sorrow,  tended  to  promote  their  mutual  advance- 

nor  crying,  neither  shall  thwe  be  any  mcnt  in  knowledge,  purity,  and  joy?'* 

more  pain;  for  the  former  things  are  Bat  they  will  have  no  opportunity  of 

passed  sway.'    Here,  then,  where  '  man  performing  such  labours  of  love  as  those 

is  bom  to  trouble,  as  the  sparks  fiy  to  which  our  Savioar  has  told  ns  He  will 

upward,'  and  'many  are  the  affiictiona  appeal  in  the  day  of  His  glorious  appear- 

of  the  righteous,'  let  us  conjoin  patience  ing  as  evidences  of  the  true  state  and 

with  godliness,  and  earnestly  seek  that,  cbaract«r  of  the  righteous,  on  whom  He 

under  the  influence  of  the  knowledge,  wOl '  command  the  bksnng,  even  life 

and  faith,  and  fesr,  and  love  of  God,  for  evermore,'' — works  of  charitv  done 

we  may  bear  onr  afflictions  in  such  a  to  their  brethren  forHissoke,  analhere- 
maimer   as  will  be   to   His   glory  and  *Vtlm«r:  Finitnlgirmim/briin.ar>>iKi. 
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fore  reckoned  bj  Him  u  done  to  Him-  ipeuallT  meotioiiad  in  Scriptnre  as  one 

self.      TheM  works  are    gioiifTinK  to  in  which  God  may  be  glorified  by  tbe 

God  as  they  are  ezpieuions  of  a  lore  liring :  '  The  grave  cannot  praise  Thee, 

which   is    'the    frmt  of    the    Spirit,'  etc:  the  living,  the  living,   he  shall 

eminently  chaiirctenstie  of  His  regene-  praiae  Thee ;  the  father  to  the  children 

rated  children,  and  which  is  cherished  to  shall  make  known    Thy  truth'    (Isa. 

those  who  bear  Hia  image  and  are  the  xxxviii.  18,  19).  In  iinpartuig  religious 

dojects  of  His  pecnliar  regard.    By  the  iostraction.  to  theic  children,    parents 

manitestslion  (»  tbisloveinthoieappro-  glorify  God;   for  thus  they  one;  an 

priate  works,  Christians  '  show  forui  the  express  divine  commsnd, — they  endn- 

pnusM '  of  Him  who  '  hath  begotten  vonr    to   prepare    their    children  far 

them  again.'    And  the  thought  that  it  serring  God  and  doing  good  in  theic 

can  be  thns  displayed  by  them  only  in  generation,  and  tbey  employ  one  of  the 

the  present  world,  is  a.  powerful  motive  most  eSectual   means   of    propagating 

to  uiem  to  '  do  good  while  they  have  and  perpetuating  the  knowledge  and 

the  season,'  as  '  unto  all  men,'  so  '  espe-  worship  of  God  in  the  world.    This  is 

dally  to  those  who  are  of  the  household  the  work  of  parents,  to  which  death 

of  faith.'  pats  a  period,  and  which,  llierefore, 

God  is  glori&ed  by  His  people  in  all  they  ahanld    '  do   with    their   might' 

their  holy  efforts  for  the  conveiuon  of  whUe  time  is  afforded  them  for  peiform- 

sinners,  and  the  diffuaion  of  the  know-  ing  it. 

ledge  and  influence  of  true  religion.  All  the  good  works  of  Christjans — 
But  the  dead  cannot  thoH  praise  the  thoee'tbat  belong  to  piety,  to  righteous- 
Lord.  The  spirits  of  the  just  are  not  ness,  and  self-goreniment,  as  well  as  to 
employed  in  such  labonrs  on  earth,  and  benevolence,  and  that  form  the  general 
there  ia  no  place  for  them  in  heaven,  character— are  directly  glorifying  to 
Here,  then,  v^atever  opportunities  God  God  as  an  exhibition  of  His  ciianctei 
gives  UB  for  promoting  the  great  cause  and  clsums,  He  being  the  Author  of  the 
of  His  glory  and  man's  salvation,  let  ns  new  and  '  God-like  nature '  from  which 
embrace  them  with  eagerness,  apply  to  they  all  proceed,  and  the  Object  of  all 
them  all  our  energies,  and  persevere  in  the  homage  which  they  involre.  But 
them  with  untiring  and  ever-growing  the  influence  which  the  good  works  of 
effort.  Christians  exert  upon  those  who  witness 

We  are  commanded  to  '  honour  the  them  t«nds  also  to  bring  gloij  to  God. 

Loid  with  onr  substance.'    We  hononr  It  is  to  this  that  our  Lord  refers  when 

Him  when  we  use  our  substance  accord-  He  says,  '  Iiet  your  light  so  shine  before 

ing  to  His  will,  or  in  the  way  that  He  men,   that   they   may  see    your    good 

has  enjoined  and  for  the  purposes  for  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  who  is 

which  He  has  given  it.   But  the  injnnc-  in  heaven,'   But  it  is  only  iu  the  present 

tion   refers    specially   to    the    duty   of  world  that  Christians  can  make  their 

devoting  our  substance  directly  to  the  light  so  shine  as  t«  have  that  happy 

Lord,  or  of  employing  it  in  such  ways  effect ;  and  the  thought  of  thin  shoidd 

as  dearly  show  that  it  is  oar  desire  to  excite  them  to  be  incresaingly  'fruitful 

honour  Him  vrith  it.     We  thus  honour  in  every  good  work.' 
the  Lord  when  we  contribnte  of  our        Such,  ttien,  are  some  of  the  modes  of 

property  to  the  support  and  extension  praising  and  g^orif^g  God  that  cease 

of  the  gospel.    This  is  a  privilege  as  to  Christians  individually  at  the  period 

well  as  a  duty ;  and  it  is  a  duty  that  of  death.  Bat  it  may  now  be  remarked, 

can  be  performed  and  a  privilege  that  that  if  in  these  ways  they  faithfully 

can  be  enjoyed  by  ns  only  while  we  ore  praise  God  while  the^  live,  they  may 

in  the  laud  of  the  living.     Let  ns  never  continue  to  honour  TTim  on  earth  after 

forget  how  dosely  contribution  is  con-  their  departure  from  it.     They  may  do 

nected  with  prayer,  and  both  these  with  so  by  tlie  prayers  they  leave  to  be  on- 

g raise,    in    the    prediction    respecting  swered,  the  examples  to  be  imitated, 

avid's   Son   and   Lord,   the   King  <S  the  instructions  and  coausels  to  be  fol- 

Zion :  '  To  Him  shall  be  given  of  the  lowed,  the  property  to  be  expended  in 

gold  of  Sheba;  prayer  uso  shall  be  the  cause  of  religion  and  benevolence, 

made  for  Him  continually ;  and  doily  and  by  the  children   surviving    them 

shall  He  be  jwaised.'  whom  they  have  trdned  in  the  know- 

Th^e    is   a   department   of   labour  ledge  and  fear  of  tlie  Lord,  or  others 
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vbom  thef  have  been  the  inBtniments 
of  conTerting  to  God  and  engiiging  in 
His  service.  In  these  and  other  ways 
ChiiBti&DB  may  be  ptiifiing  God  on  earth 
after  they  have  become  inhabitante  of 
heaven. 

Once  more  it  may  be  remarked,  God 
is  glorified  when  HioQers  return  in  Him 
beueving  in  the  name  of  Hie  Son  Jeaus 
Ohriet,  oonfeeBing  and  foraakdng  their 
sins,  and  seeking  mercy  and  forgiveness 
throngh  toe  blood  of  the  cros ;  and  it 
is  only  in  this  way  that  men  can  truly 
begin  to  praise  the  Laid.  But  for  this 
method  of  praise  there  is  no  opportunity 
in  death  and  the  grave.  At  death,  the 
door  of  mercy  is  ahnt ;  in  the  grave,  the 
voice  of  the  goqtel  is  not  heard,  and  the 
language  of  faith  and  repentance  can- 
not be  ottered.  In  the  unseen  world 
the  spirits  of  the  joet  have  *  received  the 
end  of  their  faim,'  and  '  need  no  re- 


Ctance;'  and  the  aouls  of  those  who 
e  died  unbelieving  and  impenitentare 
'spirits  in  priaon,' who  have  received  the 
sentence  oftheir  eternal  doom,  and  await 
its  foil  execution  '  in  the  day  of  wrath 
and  revelation  of  the  lighteoua  judgment 
of  God.'  '  Behold,  now  is  the  accepted 
time ;  behold,  now  is  the  day  of  salva- 
tion.' '  Seek  ye  the  Lord  while  He  may 
be  found ;  call  je  upon  Him  while  He  is 
near.  Let  the  wicked  forsake  his  way, 
and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts ; 
and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and 
He  will  have  mercy  upon  Him,  and  to 
our  God,  for  He  will  abundantly  pardon.' 
'  Repent,  and  be  converted,  that  yonr 
sins  mar  be  blotted  out,'  and  you  may 
be  '  added  to  the  Church '  of  the  living 
God,  of  which  He  has  said,  '  This  people 
have  I  formed  for  myself;  they  shall 
show  forth  my  praise.' 

A.  D.  M. 


THE  LATE  EEV.  WILLIAM  TURNER,  DUNOON. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  France,  Paisley,  at  the 
close  of  a  discourse  preached  in  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  Dnnoon, 
on  Sabbath  the  20th  of  September,  in 
connection  with  Mr.  Tomer'sdeath,  said: 

And  now,  dear  brethren,  let  me  speak 
-b)  you  for  a  little  about  the  '  good  man ' 
who  has  been  taken  from  ua,  that  we 
may  give  praise  to  God,  who  made  him 
what  he  was,  and  that  we  may  learn  the 
leeson  of  hia  life  and  ministry. 

Your  deceased  pastor,  Mr.  Turner,  was 
lx)m  at  Penicnik  on  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber 1606.  When  he  was  four  years 
old,''  his  parents  removed  to  Almond 
Bank,  a  village  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Perth.  There  be  received  the  rudiments 
of  his  education  at  the  village  school, 
then  under  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Scott  of  Inverness,  a  venerable  minister 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  His 
earliest  instructions  in  Latin  were  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  M'Gregor,  a  teacher  in 
Perth,  where  he  continued  at  school  till 


During  his  preparatory  studies  for  the 
ministry,  Mr.  Turner,  like  many  of  his 
compeers,  and  like  many  also  who  had 
gone  before  them,  supported  himself  to 
a  large  extent  by  what  he  earned  as 
teacher  of  a  school.  His  school  was  in 
the  neighbonrhood  of  Dalkeith.  Whilst 
there  he  was  under  the  ministry  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan  of  Dalkeith,  a  man 
of  repnte  for  general  culture  and  theo- 
logic^  attainment,  as  well  as  for  exem- 
plary diligence  in  the  work  of  his 
miniatry.  In  these  circumstances  Mr. 
Turner  enjoyed  advantages  of  no  com- 
mon order,  and  be  appears  to  have 
largely  profited  thereby.  It  was  at  this 
period  that  he  became  acquainted  with 
her  whom  he  afterwards  took  to  wife, 
and  who  proved  to  him  a  helpmeet 
indeed,  a  partaker  of  his  faith  and  sharer 
of  his  joys,  the  companion  of  his  life, 
and,  under  Providence,  the  stay  of  bis 
old  age. 

In  1827,  Mr.   Turner,  after  haviug 


.,_s  removed  to  Edinburgh  for  the     passed  through  the  usual  c 

prosecution  of  his  University  course.  No  University  of  Edinburgh,  was,  by  the 

incident  calling  for  speciaJ.  notice  has  United  Associate  Presbytery  of  Edin- 

been  reported  to  me  concerning  t^is  por-  burgh,  admitted  as  a  student  of  divinity, 

tion  of  his  life.     But  it  must  he  men-  and  certified  to  the  junior  division  of 

tioned,  that  from  a  child  he  was  taught  the   Theological  Hall,  then  under  the 

to  know  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  was  charge  of  Ute  late  reverend  Professor, 

affectionately  brought  to  the  throne  of  Dr.  Mitehell  ot  Glasgow. 

grace,  both  hia  parents  being  godly,  and  It  waa  aa  an  occupant  of  a  place  on 

earnestly  desirous  to  bring  up  their  son  one  of  the  benches  appropriated  to  that 

intbenurtureandadinonitionoftheLoid.  class  that  I  first  saw  Mr.  Tamer;  and 
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546  THE  LA.TB  BBV.  WILUAM  TUESBB,  DDKOON.      '^"oiJ'Ct,^ 

ve  sfterwAida  porsned  our  coune  lo-  Spuxl.    Thereafter  Uie  cDQgr^stion  of 

getlier,flnt  under Dr.HitcheU.aiidthen  Dnnoon  vas  dnlj  formed,  and  the|dace 

imdeilheBev.Dr.  Dick,  also  of  Glasgow,  ol  worahip  in  which  ve  ate  now  asBera- 

Eaviiig  with  credit  to  hiineeU  and  bled  wu  erected.    Here  I  mAy  be  per- 

with  the  approval  of  bia  Profsaaora  pio-  mitted  to  rmutrk,  that  it  waa  idMnt  this 

aeonted  bia  atiidiea  for  fire  seesioDH  at  time  that  t  perftonallj  became  cc^Diaant 

the    Divinitr  Hall,  he    waa    in    1862  of  the  state  of  the  cixigregation,  when 

lioeuMd  to  preach    the  gcdpel  by  the  folfilliiig    luj    firet   appointment  as  a 

United  Associate  Preabyteiy  of  Edin-  preacbor  cuia»  the  Synod,  in  the  mood 

burgh,  and  his  name  waa  pat  on  the  list  of  October  ISS'J.    The  Doooon  of  tbat 

of  probatitaieta  for  the  miniatry  in  the  time  was  small  ia  comparison  with  the 

irmt«d  Secession  Ghuich.  Donoon  of  the  present.    The  landing  to 

A  good  many  years  before  this  time,  it  wu  effected  by  means  of  a  small  boat, 
a  Society,  haTioig  for  its  object  the  pro-  and  sometdniea  at  the  risk  of  the  pas- 
viuon  c)  rdigioua  inatrDction  for  cer~  sengers'  Utcb.  The  rillag«'waB  indeed 
tain  neglected  parts  in  Argyllshire,  was  ia  a  state  ta  awaken  hope  of  what  it 
formed  in  Glasgow.  It  was  originated  might  become,  and  of  what  it  actnally 
and  finstained  1^  men  who  loved  the  has  become.  But  its  native  iuhalatants 
truth  at  it  ia  in  Jetna,  and  who  earnestly  were  few,  and  in  ciicomatances  fai 
desired  the  salvation  of  souls.  When  I  fnan  afflnenL  The  membership  of  the 
name  Dra.  Dick,  Mitchell,  Kidston,  and  cougr^^tion  shared  in  the  cooditaoa  ol 
Beugh  aaamong  the  ministere,  and  David  the  place.  Generally  they  were  in  him- 
Anderson,  James  SomerviJle,  William  ble  circnmHtancea.  There  were,  indeed, 
Waddell,  and  fiobert  Smith  aa  among  eome  not  ho  straitened  as  to  be  prevented 
the  elders  who  lent  the  Society  their  from  giving  liberally,  for  their  means, 
cordial  support,  it  will  be  understood  towards  the  snpport  of  ordinances,  ot 
whatsortofworkitwBstbat  the  Society  from  giving  also  a  portion  of  their  time 
waa  meant  to  do.  Of  the-  eftrl;  friendB  for  the  promotion  of  the  congregation's 
of  the  Cowal  Miaaion— for  by  this  de-  intereets.  Foremost  amongst  these  was 
signation  the  Society  waa  known — moat.  Hr.  Robert  P.  M'Kell,  who  still  survives, 
have  been  removed  by  death.  But  there  and  cheriahea  a  warm  interest  inthecMi- 
stdll  suryivesitAboiionredEecretary,  who  gregation's  welfare,  althoagb  disabled 
was  tffeseut  with  us  on  Thursday  last  to  t<a  those  activitice  for  which  he  waa  for- 
pay  his  tribute  of  respect  to  Uie.  memory  merly  distinguished. 
of  your  departed  pwtor,  and  his  faithfiil  It  was  of  a  congregation  thus  consli- 
friend  For  the  apace  of  forty  yeaiG — I  tuted  that  Mr.  Turner  was  in  due  form 
mean  Mr,  David  Anderson  of  Glasgow,  ordained  pastor  on  the  2d  of  September 
ch^mum  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  ldS4.  He  accepted  the  position,  and 
United  Presbyterian  Synod,  and  for  half  cheerfully  gave  himself  to  the  duties  of 
a  century  the  stedfaat  supporter  of  all  hisallottedsphere.stndyiiigtoexemplify 
its  schemes  of  us^alnesa.  Dunoon  the  injunction,  '  Preach  the  word ;  be 
formed  in  a  sort  the  centre  from  which  instant  in  season  and  out  of  aeaaon  ;  re- 
the  operations  of  the  Cowal  Mission  were  prove,  rebuke,  exhort,  with  all  long- 
ctaiduoted,  which  in  its  range  of  wcffk  HufEering  and  doctrine.  . .  .  Watch  thou 
embraced  stations  at  Toward  Point,  in  all  Ihings,  endure  aMctions,  do  the 
Sandbank,  Powder  Mills,  Ardeotiuny,  work  of  an  evangelist,  make  full  proof 
Strachur,  and  other  locaUties  I  cannot  of  thy  ministry.'  He  preached  the  goe- 
now  name.  It  zealously  prosecuted  its  pel  not  only  in  the  plaee  of  public  wor- 
work  for  many  years  before  Dr.  Chalmers'  ship,  but  also  from  house  to  boose, 
famous  Church  Extension  Scheme  was  having  a  care  for  oU  the  flock.  He 
in  existence,  and  for  well  on  towards  laboured  aasiduougly  for  the  religions 
a .  quarter  of  a  century  before  the  era  inatructian  of  (he  young ;  he  visited 
of  the  Disruption,  and  the  planting  of  the  sick  in  their  affliction,  and  corn- 
churches  conaequent  tbereupon.  forted    others    with    the    consolations 

Aiter  a  time,  when  the  formation  of  a  wherewith  he  himself   had   been    com- 

eongregalJonatDunoon  became  obviously  forted  of  God. 

required,  the  directorsof  theCowalMis-         Whilst  his  first  attention  was  given  to 

sion  deemed  it  expedient  to  transfer  the  his  own  flock,  he  did  not  forget  the 

care  of  its  operations  to  the  Home  Mis-  claims  which  the  staldona  that  had  beeo 

sion  CommiMiee  of  the  United  A  ssociato  supported  by  the  CowidJtIifisiou. had  oo 
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his  regard ;  &nd  often  did  he,  eEpeciallj  aDowsnce  for  bis  suBtemmce,  which  in 
in  the  earlf  part  of  hie  miniatry,  repair  the  oircnmstacceB  was  most  creditable 
to  Toward  Point,  preaching  the  word  ;  to  their  good  feeling  and  their  Uberftlitj. 
to  Sandbank  also,  and  to  Powder  Mills.  When  tbeae  arrangements  were  corn- 
He  took,  moreover,  an  oversight  of  the  mnnicated  to  him  by  myself,  as  rSpre- 
fftatdona  at  Ardentinny  and  Strachur,  sentiug  the  committee  of  prea^tery, 
not  withholding  his  attention  from  the  the  aged  pastor  %vas  deeply  affected, 
station  at  Inveraray.  In  the  place  of  his  and  eiprefls»d  his  Kratitnde  to  God  and 
reaidence  he  studied  to  beoome  all  things  to  his  people  for  their  kind  oonsld«ra- 
to  all  men,  that  by  any  means  he  might  tion. 

gain  some.    Ever  faithful  to  our  peculuT  It  is  not  needful  that  1  should  spwk 

religions  profession,  he  was  jtt  no  sec-  maeh  in  this  place  of'  the  innoomce'  and 

tari)ui  in  spirit.    He  was  a  lover  of  good  pettoefnluess  of  his  life;  or  to  t^  yoa 

men,  of  wnatever  name ;  sod  as  be  had  how  careful  he  was  to  give  no  offence  at 

opportonil?,  he  did  good  unto  all  men,  anything,  that  the  ministry  might  not 

especially  to  them  of  the  hotuelxdd  of-  be  blajned-;  or  how  he  atndied  '  to  show 

faith.  himself  a  pattern  of  good  works,  in  doc- 

Ab  a  member  of  presbytety,  ha  was  trine   ehowing'  inoormptaeas,    gravity, 

ever  ready  to  perform  whaterer   duty  sincerity,  aannd  speech  that  caniiDt  be 

was  sasigDed  to  him ;   and  in  the  dis-  condemned,  that  he  that  was  of  the  con- 

cbarge  of  that  duty  he  acquitted  him-  trary  part  nngbt  be  ashamed,  having  no 

B^  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  brethren,  evil  thing  to  say  of  him.' 

I  may  mention  in  porticolar,  that  in  the  In  his  declining  years,  Mr.   Turner's 

last  public  service  required  of  him, — it  genial,  kindly  disposition,  whidi  had 

was  an  addresB  on  occasion  of  an  ordi-  gladdened  the  hearto  of  Me  Mends  all 

natioDatInnellanlQl869, — suchwssthe  through  life,  becuue  more  andmOTede- 

jndiciousness  of  its  counsels,  such  the  vdopwi,  as  did  his  earnest  desire  to  be 

unction  of  its  spirit,  and  such  the  rich-  useful.     He  hved  ha^py  and  cheerful, 

neas  and^aptness  of  its  scriptural  allu-  but  ever  conscious  that  thM«  was  but  a 

Qons,  that  many  of  the  brethren  feJt  it  step  between  him  and  death. 

to  be  refreshing.    He  did  not,  howeyer,  At  length  that  step  had  to  be  taken. 

give  himself  to  the  conduct  of  ecolesiasti-  On  Thursday,  the  10th  of  this  month-, 

cal  aSairs,  but,  tme  to  the  ciMiacteriBtics  he  ezperienoed  an  increase  of  his  illness, 

of  his  early  work,  continued  paatoi  and  but  seemed  towards  evening  to  have 

evangelist  to  the  last.  Tallied  somewhat.     On  the  for«ioon  of 

In  1865  hia  congKgatdon  provided  Saturday,  howevef,  his  OIness  recorred 
him  with  a  colleague,  and  from. the  date  with  increased  violence,  and  continued' 
of  Mr.  Johnstone's  ordination  Mr.  so  till,  'on  the  morning  of  Monday 
Turner's  pulpit  duties  were  much  less  the  14th,  at  a  quarter  before  five,  be 
onerous.  He  peisevered,  however,  in  breathed  bis  last.  Thus  passed  away 
giving  himself  to  bis  aooustomed  work,  a  brother  beloved,  and  a  servant  of 
till,  in  the  summer  of  1871,  he  wasstized  Christ  faithful  and  tme. 
with  {laralysis.  Thereafter  he  lost  no  How  high  he  stood  in  the  esteem  of 
time  in  twidering  to  the  [xeabytery  the  the  community  of  Dunoon  and  neigh- 
demission  of  his  charge,  he  having  been  bourhood  was  strikingly  shown  by  the 
assured,  on  medical  anthoiity,  of  his  general  suspemdon  of  busineas  at  the 
never  again  being  able  for  the  perform-  hour  of  his  fneeral,  and  by  the  largeness 
ance  of  bis  public  duties.  The  presby-  of  the  nnmber  who  met  to  convey  hia 
tery  allowed  the  demis^on  to  lie  on  the  .  mortal  r^naine  to  the  grave. 
table,  and  appointed  a  c<HBmittce  of  Let  ua  reJMce  that  it  is  written  by 
their  number  to  confer  with  the  coo-  the  conunand  of  Him  who  cannot  lie : 
gregation.  The  result  of  that  conference  'Blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the 
vras  that  (he  congregation,  by  a  unani-  Lord  from  henceforth :  yea,  aaith  the 
mona  and  cordial  vote,  reaolvad  to  peti-  Spirit,  that  th^  may  rest  from  their 
tion  the  presbytery  not  to  accept  the  labours,  aodtb^  works  do  follow  tbem.' 
resignation,  it  being  theu  earnest  desire  Dear  brethren,  let  us  every  one  show  the 
tharti  Mr.  Turner  should  spend  amongst  same  dihgence  to  the  full  assurance  of 
them  the  renuiader  of  Mb  daya  in  the  hope  to  the  «nd  ;  and  '  be  ye  not  sloth- 
relation  of  their: senior 'paitor.  Tbey  at  ful^  but  follawers  of  them  who  through 
theBHBa.^iBiie..iaKdTed  to.'gire  him  am  faith  Andpatiesee  inhent  the  promises' 
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pome  €ircit. 

THE  DAY  OF  SMALL  THINGS. 


It  is  Terj  fooliBh  to  dmpise  the  day  of  He  compOBea  them  out  of  hU  own  head, 

Email  thuigs,  and  for  this  reason,  that  it  wiiteB  tjiem  with  his  own  pen,  puts  ttie 

ie  the  small  thinga  that  make  the  big  title  on  tlie  title-page,  and  then  adde. 

things ;  it  ie  the  little  beginnings  that  '  bj  Henry  Alford.'     He  is  a  veif  toI- 

lead  on  to  great  teaults.  umiaooB  little  author.     His  works  ime 

An  acorn  is  not  very  large.    It  will  from  the  press  totj  frequently,  and  the 

lie  in  Uie  palm  of  a  httle  child.    But  let  public,  coneistiog  of  the  family  dKk, 

the  acorn  be  planted  in  the  ground,  give  is  well  pleased.    Do  not  smile  at  our 

ittjmeto  grow,  and  it  stands  forth  the  dererboy.    Hedied  tiio  other  day  Dem 

oak,  the  monarch  of  the  forest  of  Canterbary,  author  of  many  vorb 

A  little  rill  comes  out  of  the  hillside,  and  a  large  commentary  ou  the  Greet 

A  small  cop  could  catch  its  silver  thread  New  Testament, 
of  water.    But  follow  it  down  into  the        Foolish  thongh  it  be,  people  areaptto 

plain,  and  now  bridges  are  needed  to  despise  the  day  of  small  things.  Afither 

cross  the  stream ;  by  and  by  it  is  the  takes  his  boy  t«  see  the  new  ship  he  i> 

broad  river,  bearing  on  its  bosom  the  building.    They  go  to  the  shiphnilding- 

shipa  that  sail  to  all  the  world.  yard.    There  is  nothing  there  but  s  long 

Ilie  sea  is  broad  and  deep.      No  man  slipof  wood.  He.asks,  'IsthistheBhip?' 

can   couot  its   billows,   or  number  its  He  is  answered  that  it  is ;  thatlocgiip 

^J^lea  (m  the  beach,  yet  drops  compose  is  the  feeel,  and  day  by  day  the  ship  w 

the  ocean  ;    and  the  rolling,   sweUing  be  built  up  out  of  it  and  around  it 
deep  is  girdled  round  by  something  so        Afriend  takesmetoeeehisnewboisc. 

infinitesimal  as  sand.  1  go  with  him,  and  see  nothing  but  i 

To  despise  the  day  of  small  things  square  trench  in  the  ground,  with  one  oi 

would  be  to  despise  the  plan  on  which  the  sides  built  in  witii  stone.     It  seema 

Qod  has  acted  in  creation.  It  would  also  very  small,  but  so  does  every  house  whai 

be  to  despise  a  principle  on  which  so  you   see   the   foundation    and  nothicg 

much  of  life  and  progress  depends.  more.    You  may  think  little  of  whst  yoii 

A  little  boy  is  watching  a  Kettle  sing-  see,  but  come  back  when  the  hooas  is 

ing  on  the  Are.     By  and  by  it  reaches  finished,   and  you  will  see  how  fwiiei 

.    its  highest  notes,  and  has  begun  to  boil,  you  were  in  despising  the  small  begin' 

The  lid  begins  to  dance ;  the  steam  comes  ning. 

out    through  the  spout    in  clouds  of        Childhood  and  youth  aie  the  dsy  of 

Tapoor,  as  if  it  would  bear  away  kettle  small  things.    But  mere  small  thlnga  ik 

and  all  on  its  white  wings.    The  boy  sits  not  to  be  despised.     It  is  very  wrong  in 

dreaming  about  the  power  of  steam.  Do  parents  to  despise  them ;  itisverywmig 

....   ^.__.__  L._.      T.. :     ,.     ._  .  Letmehave 


„  your  attention, 

by  and  by ;  and  Henry  Bell  will  pnt  it  you  (first)  of 
inside  a  ship,  and  steamships  will  tra- 

verse  the  ocean,  while  railways  intersect  siiali,  t: 

the  land.  When  Dr.  Marah  was  a  little  boj,  he 

A  yonng  child  is  drawing  on  a  slate  was  known  as  Billy  Marsh.  Having  beai 

beside  the  cradle  of  his  little  brother,  in  a  fault  one  day,  he  was  locked  in  ' 

He  has  finished  the  brow  and  the  eyes,  place  by  himself  by  way  of  puoiahsent. 

A  sweep  of  the  pencil  has  tombed  off  the  Strange  to  Bay,the  place  of  his  temper^ 

nose.     Now  the  little  mouth  is  rounded ;  imprisonment   was    the    pantry;   ^ 

and  last,thechin  is  complete,   dimple  stranger  still,  the  person  that  had  locked 

and  all!      He  takes  it  to  his  mother,  him  in  forgot  to  let  Mm  out.  Theboygot 

Doeshismotherdespisethelittle  portrait?  very  hungry,  and  there  he  was  with  food 

She  pruses  her  little  Benjie.  He  becomes  on  one  side  of  him  and  oranges  on  ue 

a  great  painter,  and  is  known  as  Sir  other.    It  was  a  great  temptation  to  him, 

BeDjamin  West.  bat  he  misted  the  temptati<».    T°* 

A  clever  schoolboy  makes  little  books,  hungrier  he  grew,  UteamBgeiS!^''^ 
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tempting;  atill  he  oontianed  to  renst. 

At  lengUi,  when  the  door  wm  opened,  shall  Sins. 

there  he  waa,  wiping  hiB  eyes  with  hiR         FerhapH  I  ehonld  Bajr  small  fotilts,  bat 


'Billrn)nBtii'ttoi]ch;BillyinuBtnof  touch;  followuig  stoiy.     A  girl  on  her  way  to 

not  Billy's  own.'     To  take  thing*  they  school  IumI  to  pus  a  fniit-Bhop.     'There 

have  not  heeti  permitted  to  take  is  a  rery  were  aome  apples  on  a  little  stall  before 

comiuoa   temptation    among   children,  the  door,  one   of    which   partJcnlarly 

When  rewsted,  it  makes  a  boy  brave,  attracted  her  eye.      At  the  et^ll  she 

and  true,  and  sbong.    When  it  U  not  pansed,  and  what  her  heart  bad  coveted 

resisted,  it  often  leads  to  decdt  and  on-  her  hand  was  eafer  to  take.     TJnseen  l:^ 

tmthfnbiess.  anj^ooe,  herhandwandaed  totheamile; 

Now  it  seems  a  very  small  thing  ti3  but  the  moment  she  touched  it  she  i&ew 

take  what  yon  have  not  been  allowed  back   her  hand,  leaving  the   tempting 

to  take ;   bat  it  may  be  the  letting  in  of  piece  of  fruit  where  it  was.     Bonnding 

evil  into  your  heart,  which  everyday  off  to  school,  she  tried  to  forget  all  about 

will  become  stronger  and  stronger,  carry-  it,  bnt  she  couldn't.     No  one  had  sees 

ing  all  before  it.     Suppose  you  saw  a  her,  but  had  not  God's  eye  been  upon 

lai^  reservoir  of  water,  and  that  in  one  her  ?    No  one  knew  of  it,  but  ike  knew 

part  of  the  embankment  yon  saw  a  place  it.     She  had  not  taken  the  apple,  bot 

where  the  water  was  coming  out.     It  is  she  had  touched  it.     She  had  not  com- 

a  small  spout  of  water,  you  say,  and  will  pleted  tiie  bad  act,  but  she  had  gone  so 

do  no  hum.    But  it  will  do  harm.     The  far  in  it.     Distressed  about  what  had 

spout  will   every  day  get  larger  ;   the  happened,  she  told  her  mother  all  about 

Broallholewilleveryday  be  bigger.  And  it  at  night.     Her  mother  coasoled  her 

if  it  ia  not  discovered  in  tjme,  the  water  that,  as  she  had  not  tidcen  the  apple, 

will  one  day  burst  the  embankment,  and  she  had  not  broken  the  commandment. 

may  carry  with  it  destruction  and  death.  '  Yes,  mother,'  was  the  reply,  '  but  if  I 

And  so  the  temptation  to  take  what  is  did  not  break  the  commandinent,  I'm 

not  your  own  is  a  small  apout.     Close  it  afraid  that  I  cracked  it' 

up,  as  Billy  Marsh  did,  and  all  will  be  Now  there  ia  a  great  deal  of  '  crack- 

weli.    On  the  other  hand,  yield  to  it,  let  ing'  the  commandments  among  children, 

the  temptation  have  its  way  with  you,  They  are  told  not  to  touch  some  valn- 

and  the  embankment  of  truthfulness  will  able  piece  of  furniture,  aud  they  don't 

be  thrown  down,  and  other  and  stronger  touch,  but  they  think  they  are  ill-nsed 

temptations  will  come  rushing  in  upon  in  not  being  allowed  to  look  at  it  and 

you.  handle  it     They  are  told  not  to  put  (m 

Sometimes  the  temptation  is  to  do  some  bit  of  ornament  on  their  dress,  as 
wbat  is  mean.  You  all  know,  I  daresay,  it  is  not  theirs.  They  lay  it  down,  but 
what  a '  parley '  is.  One  day  a  boy  was  in  their  hearts  they  are  coveting  it  all 
dividing  one  with  his  younger  brother,  the  while.  They  are  told  not  to  speak 
There  was  a  bigger  half,  and  a  smaller,  cross  to  their  httle  brothers,  and  they 
He  gave  the  smaller  half  to  his  young  atop  at  once ;  but  then  they  feel  cross, 
brotber,  and  kept  the  larger  to  himself,  and  in  their  hearts  are  saying  it  all  the 
Not  long  afterwards  the  young  brother  same.  On  Saturday  afternoon,  Jane  is 
died,  and  now  the  big  brother  was  in  quite  pleased  to  be  her  mother's  little 
sore  distress  about  his  meanness.  He  servant.  She  does  the  tnrns  in  the 
went  into  quiet  corners,  weeping  and  house  precisely  as  she  is  told.  By  and 
saying,  '  Oh  that  I  had  given  wee  Gay  by,  however,  uie  begins  to  improve  ou 
the  big  half ! '  Twenty  years  afterwards  her  mother's  way,  aftd  introduces  some- 
he  told  me  the  story.  He  was  then  a  thing  of  her  own  way  of  doing  them. 
strong,  powerful  man;  but  aa  he  told  Ah,  Jane,  though  your  mother  does 
the  story,  the  tears  were  rolling  down  not  see  you,  thia  spoils  all  your  glory 
his  face,  and  the  bed  where  he  lay  was  as  mother's  maid -of -all- work.  Right 
shaking  with  his  emotion.  Now  to  do  obedience  is  through -and -through  obe- 
an  ungenerous  act  like  that  may  seem  a  dience.  Obedience  with  a  variation, 
very  small  thing,  but  the  small  thing  obedience  with  a  little  bit  put  in  to 
may  plant  a  seed  of  bitter  regret  bug  please  yourself,  is  not  right  obedience, 
years  afterward.  If  not  breaking  the  commandment,  all 

Let  me  now  speak  of  this  is  at  least  cracking  it. 


;.oogle 
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There  are  some,  however,  who  Beem  look'Ti^Uf'Kt'tfie  tdeclMn  it  gira, 

to  try  how  far  the;  eui  go  in  cracking  thejr  would  be  anred  of  a  verj  raigir 

the  oamuModment  without  ftttiterame  halnt.    Inaatrikii^addreato  cbildreu, 

time  braaking  it.    A  boy  is  s^ad  by  his  liie  lateDr.  Aadenon  of  Qlugowiud: 

faUier  if  he  did  bo  wd  so.     He  pntB  on  '  ChiMreii,  don't  wnut ;  it's  the  bita^Kay 

a  look  of  anrpnae,  and  timnring  a  tone  of&t  egt.' 

of  innooeucB  into  Ids  voice,  uya, '  Me,  f  on  Badergtaad  now  what  I  ntem 

father  ? '    He  does  not  want  to  tell  a  lie,  by  small  obs.    Bat  reaUy  ix)  nn  osu  k 

bat  he  tries  to  «acape  it  b;  acting  a  lie.  scoall.     Any  departure  from  tmth  utd 

A  girl  who  baa  been  quarrelling  with  right  is  a  real  dapartnre.    Tiai  foo 

Another  on  the  street  is  called  in  and  ma^  not  miss  this,  listen  to  me  dot 

aaked  what  she  has  been  doing.    She  whilst  1  speak  of — 
telle  the  story,  lea-riiiR  ont  of  it 'the 

worst  bits  against  heriJf,  and  putting  small  depaktdees,  keal  DEPAMom 

in  the  worst  bits  against  the  other.    She  Atnost  railway  stations,  and  certsiiilj 

does  not  want  to  tell  an  nntrntb,  but  at  all  jnnctionB,  there  are  places  wlime 

she  does  what  is  often  as  bad,  and  some-  oae  line  of  rsils  is  constmeted  io  aa  to 

times  worse — she  tells  a  kalf-tnOk.  tete  t^e  train  ofi  another  line.    In  the 

To  pretend  obedience  in  the  midst  of  main  line  the  metals  are  Isad  so  that  the 

disobedience,  to  tell  a  half-trnth  for  the  train   goes,  without   any   departure  to 

whole  truth,  to  act  a  falsehood  to  avoid  right  or  left,  to  its  desttnation.    In  tbe 

telling  one— all  this  is  trying  to  crack  branch  line  the  metals   are   laid  Ter; 

the  commandment  without  breaking  it.  near  to  tlK  mun  line.      At  the  poiit 

Do   not   deeeire  yourselves,   my  dear  nearest  the  ntsin  line  theyareTeiytMn. 

children ;  wherever  there  is  this  trying,  By   means   of    a   switoh  they  can  te 

the     cotrmiandment     is     cracked     and  turned  in  oloae  to  the  main  line,  melal 

broken  both.    Remember  that  the  crack-  toucidng  metal,  and  when  this  is  done 

ing  the   commandmmt  is  nsually  fol-  thetrainproceeds  along  tbobranchline. 

lowed  by  the  breaking — that  the  hand  The  point  of  departure  from  the  lom 

on  the   apple   is  very  sure  to  end   in  line  is  at  &st  no  more  tbaa  tJie  bresdtb 

stealing  the  apple.     Be  os  your  guard  of  a  penny-piece ;  it  ie  always  becoming 

against     partial     obedience.  ~     Strive  wider,  bOTvever,  tiU  at  last  they  mi?  be 

against  doing  a  thing  with  your  hands  half  a  kingdom  apart. 

bat  net  toith  your  heari.     Never  give  a  I  knew  a  boy  whose  dnirf  it  was  to  go 

lat  of  the  truth  for  the  whole.     Be  to  his  father's  shop  every  night  at  eigbt 

above  acting  «  thing  yoti  would  not  say.  o'clock,  and  give  the  ■watch  -  dog  ba 

Never  utter  sny^ing  like  an  oath  by  supper.     The  dog  was  stationed  msidB 

pronouncing  the  first  syllable  or   first  at  night,  and  in  making  his  way  to  it  k 

letters  of  tiie  divine  mune.     As  you  had  to  pass  the  tilL    In  an  evil  boor, 

would  not  pollute  yoDT  lips  with  a  fall  when  no  one  was  nigh,  he  opesedit; 

rounded    oath,    beware    of    the    small  there  were  coppers  in  Abundance.    He 

nibblings  in  which  some  indulge.     Holy  took  one,  only  one  ;  but  that  penny  V 

and  reverend  is  His  name.    We  must  fais  point  of  deparlnre  from  hoaes^i 

not  tamper  with  it  in  anyway  ;  even  in  and  the  departure  J^ecame  wider  wi 

quoting  the  words  of  another,  we  must  wider.      The  penny  appropriated  booh 

never  make  light  of  its  sanctity.    As  led  to  a  sixpence.    ThesixpeneebecwiB 

Herbert  says  :  half-a-crown.     At  length  a  ponod-note 

'Wb«.tl.ondosltelUnother'siMt.theroin  ?'*''*  PecuUar™"''  T }\}^.  ^i^ 

Omit  thB  oaths,  which  true  wit  cannot  detection.     Dishonesty  had  led  to  ocwr 

need ;                 ■  evils,  which  issued  in  premature  a^J 

Plot  out  of  tales  the  mirth,  bnt  not  the  nn :  and  death.     I  trast  he  repented  in  ti>» 

He  pares  his  apple  that  wiU  olBanlj  feed.'  j^gj  jn^^  ;„  ^^^^^^  ^nd  that  hie  depirt- 

Thete  is  a  portrait  of  a  naughty  per-  ure  from  (tod  ceased  ere  the  clese  of  uL 

sou  in  the  6th  chapter  of  the  Proverbs,  But  what  a  departure  it  was  from  the 

where  we  read:   'He  minketk  icith  Ms  bright,  kind-hearted  boy  I  remember » 

eyes,  he  ipeaketh  with  Ma  feet,  he  teaoheth  sdiool,  to  the  worn-out,  wasted  youth, 

ici'tA  Msfingert.'    I  am  afraid  tiist  this  is  glad  anywhere  to  find  a  hiding-p^ 

a  gbsa  in  which  many  children  might  and  flni£ng  it  at  last  in  the  gravel   >^ 

eee  what  at  timse  thsy  themselres  are.  what  a  departure  ;  but  it  was  that  oc^ 

I  am  enre,  however,  if  only  they  would  penny-piece  that  was  the  beginning  w 


And  one  tmuwreuion  maallf  leads  to 
ftnoAer ;   tbe  Int  depatMre  becomes 
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«11.    A  bdmU  dipaHxire  from  honca^  la  the  water  dl  the  while  rushinj;  throtigfa 

a  TMl  depaitore ;  a  small  tranBgressiMi  betow   till  l^e    boat    is    lifted    up,    it 

H  quite   open.      The  boat  then 

n  to  the  ne»t  lock.    Gate  No.  2 

an  ever  widaniiig  departure.  is  aow  otixed  behind,  and  No.  3  begins 

I  remanber  reading  in  Todd's  Lee-  to  open  in  the«ame  manner,  till  the  ^- 

turt*  to  CkiktrtH  of  a    ship-carpenter  ration  of  the  next  number  of  feat  ia 

who  was  engaged  in  bnildini  a  abip.    A  gained ;  and  so  on  till  the  highest  point 

piece  of  woM  he  was  luing  bad  a  titHe  is  reached.     This  is  a  slow  proceaa,  bnt 

speck  of  rottenness  in  it.    Initead  of  then  it  is  a  sliip  going  np'Mll.    I  do  not 

removing  it  with  fiis  chigel,  or  throwing  know  whether  in  the  lock  syfttHn  it  is 

itaside  foraeoond  piece,  he  nailed  it  (m  eaaier  going  down-hill,  but  this  J  know, 

the  resseVfl  side.  The  ship  was  launched,  that  it  is  easy  going  with  the  corrent 

It  made  many  a  prospeioua  voyage.    No  tiiat  is  all  around  us  in  the  world  and  in 

one  knew  of  any  rottennees  in  its  tim-  ourhearta.    Thedifficultyis  togoagainst 

beoe.     The  catpenter,  if  he  was  living,  the    corrent — to   return  to   God   after 

had  In  all  likelihood  forgot  all  about  it.  having  wandered  from  Him,  to  rise  to  a 

All  the  while,  however,  the  ring  of  rot-  higher  level  from  the  depths  in  which 

teimefls  bad  been  growing  larger,  and  our  sin  has  left  ns.    Thisisthedifhculty; 

tite  vessel's  side  getting  weaker.     At  and  we  cannot  be  i«o  thankful  for  any 

length  one  n^ht  a  storm  overtook  the  sluice  openings  that   let  in   upon   onr 

doomed  craft.  The  waves  made  a  breach  aoul  the  water  of  a  better  disposition,  a 

on  the  fatal  aide,  and  in  a  short  time  purer  feeling,  or   a  higher  life.     The 

nothing  remained  bat  a  total  wreck.  sluice  openings  may  be  small,  but  the 

And  so  small  b^inninga  of  evil  are  water  comes  &om  a  higher  level.    The 

real  beghuiiDgs.      Unless  repented  of  lifting  up  may  be  very  slow,  and  almost 

and  forsaken,  they  are  snre  to  lead  to  imperceptible;  still  we  are  risJDg.   Only 

rmnooeends.    And  the  last  end  may  be  let  the  water  flow,  and  we  shall  be 

shipwreck,  not  for  time  merely,  bnt  for  filiated  into  something  better  and  higher. 

ertOTnity  as  well.     Whatever  evil  you  Only  let  the   heart-sluices  of  earnest 

may  have   done,  and  from  which  you  prayer    be    kept    open,    and   we   shall 

hftve   not   tamed  by  repentance,   is   a  rise  higher  still  ;    and   the  nearer  we 

-worm  at  your  heart.     From  ite  very  come  to  God,  we  shall  be  able  to  say 

nature,  the  wtffm  will  grow  and  increase,  with  David,  'All  my  weU-springs  are 

There  may  be  notliing  in  your  life  to  in  Thee.' 

proclaim  the  corruptionthatis  going  on  Young  people  are  apt  to  make  mis- 

-witfain,  t>ut  when  the  last  storm  comes  takes  about  repentance.    Small  turninga 

theweakpartCTillbespeedUydiscovered.  to  God  are  gracious  tunungs,  or  rather 

Boys  and  girls,  beware  of  a  first  lie,  a  gracious  turnings  have  their  beginning 

&Bt  aet  of  dishonesty,  a  first  wicked  in  small  turnings.     There  con  be  no 

word.     6eek  to  have  it  chiselled  out  of  doubt  that  the  prodigal's  was  a.  gracious 

your  heart,  lest  it  should  become  the  returning,  for  he  was  folded   to    his 

worm  that  dieth  not.  falher's     heart     and    restored    to    his 

Perhaps  therearesoraewhoare  ready  father's  house.     But  what  was  the  be- 
to  tell  me  that  they  have  been  guilty  of  ginning  of  it  all  ?    It  was  a  single  dcMre 
many  such  departures  from  God  and  that  sprang  up  in  his  heart,  a  single  re- 
igood,  and  that  if  this  is  all  I  can  tell  solution  in  which  his  desire  took  shape, 
them  of  the  Power  of  Littles,  I  have  no  — '  I  will  arise  and  go  to  my  father,  and 
gospel  for  them  at  all.     Listen  to  me,  say  unto  him.  Father,  I  have  unned.' 
then,whilstladvancetothenextpoint, —  The  moment  he  said  ihat,  already  his 
heart  had  left  the  far  land  of  sin  behind 
SHALL  BKTDiomiGS,  (ffiAOiocs  jj .  ^nd  whither  his  heart  had  gone  his 
RBTDKNINOS.  feet  soon  foUowed.     And  Peter's  was  a 

In  going  through  a  oanil,  ttie  track-  real  returning,  for  when- the  threefold 

boat  goes  up-hill  by  means  of  a  aeries  question  was  pot,  '  Loveot  thou  me  ? ' 

of  locks.    The  isoat  enters  a  lock ;  Uie  he    could    reply    with    ever-incremng 

wooden  gate  closes  behind  it    Then  a  trnthMoees     and     solemnity,     'Thou 

elnioe  in  the  gate  in  front  is  lifted  up  fcnoweat  that  I  love  Thee.'    But  what 

like  a  window  by  meme  of  a  crank,  was  the  beginning  of  this  happy  restora- 
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tion  ?    JeBM  had  tuned  uid  looked  on  qnind  to  do  to  direct  Hm  moTemeute  ol 

Feter  on  the  night  of  the  deoial,  and  he  tne  great  vesael  was  Bimplf  to  touch 

went  ont  and  wept  bitteriy .    A  aiaglo  with  hia  fingers  &  small  rod.   The  itevn 

look  from  that  Savioor  he  had  denied,  that  propela  the  ship  haa  been  otiUied 

a  nn^e  look  to  Him  whom  he  had  to  tuniL  the  vrheel,  and  by  means  oi  Uud 

pierced,  smote  his  unfnl  self.    As  hj  small  rod  the  steam  is  applied  ia  vbat- 

one  stroke  the  bard  heart  was  broken  ;  ever  manner  it  may  be  leqnired.    Heie, 

the  tean  that  flowed,  the  more  bitter  then,  is  the  largest  and  most  bean^nl 

tears  that  followed,  the  eameat  prayen  coasting-reseel  on  the  Clyde,  that  cm 

with  which  donbtlesa   his    grief    was  cany  between  two  and  three  thousud 

sncceeded,  were  all  so  many  steps  in  passengen  ;    its    every    movement  n 

that  return  to  God  of  which  a  look  was  governed  by  the  helm,  and  the  helm  a 

the  first.  swayed  hither   and    thither   by   tiny 

Do  not  despise  small  tnrciinga  of  the  touches  of  a  tiny  lod.     '  Behold  slw 

heart  to  God.    The  small  turmng  may  the  ahipa,  which,  thongh  they  be  N 

beagnicionBtamiug,and,  diligenUyim-  great,  and  are  driven  of  fierce  vinds, 

proved,  will  end  in  a  oomplet«  turning,  yet  are  they  turned  about  with  a  very 

My  boy,  is  not  your  heart  sore  about  small  helm  whiHenoever  the  gotenor 

some  wrong   thmg   you   have   done?  littetk.'    I  said  to  myself,  it  is  not  is 

There  is  good  hope  for  you ;  for  if  your  the  governor  Usteth  and  wrestlet^,  bat 

heart  is  sore  about  it,  you  are  iu  a  simply  as  the  governor  listeth.    Then 

better  state  than  if  yoo  were  indifferent,  touches  are  powerful  toucbes,  becinn 

and  conscience  unawakened.    The  heart-  they  call  in  a  power  above  and  beyond 

soreness  is  the  sluice  beginning  to  open ;  his  own.    And  here,  I  thought  to  my- 

seek    to    have   it    opened   wider   still,  self,  is  an  emblem  of  what  faith  is.    It 

Fray  that  you  may  be  made  more  truly  touches   a    hisher  power.     It   biingt 

BOny,  and  that  He  that  healeth  the  down  this  higner  strength  to  aid  am 

broken   in  heart  may   bind    up    your  weakness.     AJad  so  it  can  steer  the  life 

wounds.    But  here  is  another  boy  who  in  face  of  any  temptation  that  blows ; 

has  done  something  wrong,  and  is  not  it  can  take  the  bark  in  which  our  ever- 

Boiry  about  it.    He  knows  he  has  done  lasting  all  is  placed  safe  round  sn; 

wrong ;  be  knows  he  should  be  sorry  for  rock  S  danger. 

i^  and  he  would  like  to  be  truly  sorry.  Your  uns  may  be  very  many,  JMt 

My  son,  there  is  hope  for  you  too ;  you  plead  the  blood  that  cleanseth  from  all 

are  willing  to  aav,  I  have  done  wrong,  sin ;  seek  pardon  through  the  blessed 

and  you  would  uke  to  feel  the  evil  of  Saviour,  who  died  for  you  and  nm 

having  done  wrong.    I  like  that  Uke.  again ;    do    this  in  humble,    childlike 

I  hear  in  it  a  good  and  honest  heart.     I  faith,    and  the  faith-touch  will  be  i 

see  in  it  a  not  very  far-off  beginning  of  pow^nl  touch,  for  it  will  bring  Christ 

turning  to  the  Lord.    Just  take  your  to  your  aid.    Your  sense  of  unworlM- 

like,  and  tell  it  to  God,  and  the  turning  nesa  may  be  very  deep,  but  only  let 

will  very  soon  begin  in  deed  and  in  yourheartgoouttoHimwhoiaworUiy— 

truth.     But  repentance    toward   God  realize  that  worthiness  as  broad  euoogb, 

must  not  be  alone.    It  should  go  hand  ample  enough,  to  cover  all  youi  un- 

in  hand  with  faith  toward  Jeeus  Christ,  worthiness,  and  this  heart-touch   will 

This  brings  us  to  our  next  point, —  make  Christ  and  Hie  righteousness  yom 
m.    Your  feeling  of  weakness  nsj 
venr  great ;  but  just  remember  that 
116  who  ii 

1  the  yooF  s 

—V—.  — i J.— mber     upon  I „.... 

afternoon,  the  steamer  lona  was  rolling  not  be  in  vain;  it  will  touch  Him  where 
and  pitching  a  good  deal.  The  man  at  He  sits  enthroned  in  glory, 
the  wheel  was  assisted  by  other  two  The  faith-touch  maybe  a  small  touch, 
men,  one  on  either  side  of  him,  and  it  yet  it  is  a  powerful  touch,  for  it  goes  at 
took  the  united  strength  of  ail  the  three  once  to  the  heart  of  the  divine  Be- 
to  stoer  the  ship.  Not  long  after,  I  was  deemer.  You  remember  that  it  was  so 
on  board  the  same  steamer,  and  instead  when  He  hung  on  the  cross.  One  of  the 
of  three  men  struggling  at  the  wheel,  malefactors  who  were  crucified  with  Him 
there  was  one  man,  and  all  that  he  re-  suddenly    ceased   his   reviling.     Cod- 


is  yonr  righteousness  is  also 
sngth.  In  your  weakness  call 
m  for  strength.     That  call  will 
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visced  of  its  injoatice,  he  by  and  by  it  was  a  aimple  prajer, — '  Lord,  TNoem- 
rebnked  his  pArtner  in  guilt.  Clearer  ber  me.'  But  it  was  a  prayer  of  faith, 
ttnd  dearer  rofle  the  image  of  Christ's  It  was  but  a  little  touch,  but  it  reached 
innocenae  befcse  his  mind.  Here  was  the  Saviour's  heart ;  it  drew  from  Him 
an  innocence  in  which  he  might  hide  the  exceeding  great  and  preoions  pro- 
biHgnilt;  here  was  a  Saviour  that  might  mise  and  anawer,  'To-dayBhaltthoa.be 
be  a  Saviour  for  his  sonl  in  the  closing  with  me  in  Paradise.' 
hour  of  its  earthly  history  I  And  so,  as  .And  so  is  it  still.  Faith  touohea  the 
the  crowd  was  swaying  around  him,  as  Saviour.  Its  smallest  touches  reach 
the  tumult  of  angry  voices  was  sending  Him.  '  Lord,  remember  me ; ' — the  out- 
its  hoarse  murmur  toward  the  three  going  of  your  heart  to  Him  in  these 
crosEes,  there  came  from  hia  lips  the  words  will  secare  His  attention.  '  Save 
prayer, 'Loid,  remember  me  when  Thou  me,  I  perish!' — that  one  cry  from  any 
comeat  in  Tfay  kingdom.'  Here  was  a  earnest  soul  will  be  followed  by  His 
dying  man  prayingtothedyingSaviour.  instant  aid.  'Lord  Jesus,  receive  my 
Perhaps  it  was  his  first  prayer;  who  spirit;' — that  prayer  from  dying  lips  will 
knows  but  itwashislast?  Itmaybave  receive  for  its  answer,  *Lo,  thou  art 
been  a  faint,  a  feeble  prayer.    Certainly  with  me  in  Paradise.' 


PROCLAMATION  OF  BANNS. 


Sib, — In  this  month's  issue  I  observe        '  That  the  inhabitants  of paridi 

with  pleasure  that  the  hint  I  threw  out  are,  like  those  in  the  other  parishes  over 

anent  the  proclamation  of  banns  in  the  Scotland,  of   various   reli^ous   peisna- 

EstabUshed  Church  has  not  altogether  sions,  such  as  the  Established,  United 

been  lost.    I  would  humbly  suggest  that  Presbyterian,  Free,  Independent,  Roman 

our  Church  should  not  remain  inactive  Catholic,  and  others, 
longer,   but  do   as  others   do,   and   go         '  That  the  proclamations  referred  to 

in.  for  petitions,  as  the  only  means  of  are  made  only  in  the  Established  Church 

getting  rid  of  this  burlesque.    Since  you  of  the  parish  in  which  the  intending  con- 

veiy  kiiidly  inserted  my  last,  I  trust  you  tracting  parties  reside,  and  consequently 

will  not  consider  it  trespassing  too  much  only  a  few  of  the  inhabitants  hear  the 

if  I  suggest  the  form  of  such  a  petition: —  proclamations.     It  seems  to  the  peti- 
tioners tbat  the  original  objects  of  the 

'  Unto  the  Honourable  the  Members  practice  are  thus  lost,  and  that  on  this 

of  the  House  of  Commons  in  Parliament  and  other  grounds  it  is  desirable  tbat 

aSBHnbled ;  The  petition  of Con-  the  population  be  treated  on  equal  foot- 

gregation   humbly   showeth, — That   by  ing,  and  no  undue  preference  or  con- 

the  laws  and  practice  of  Scotland,  it  is  venience  be  given  to  one  congregaticot 

necessary,  before  parties  can  be  married  or  denomination,  and  that  a  less  expen- 

injacie  ecck^'e,  that  they  should  be  pro-  sive  mode  of  proclamation  be  adopted. 
claimed   in  the  Establi^ed  Church  of  '  That    every   facility  for   marrying 

the  parish  in  which  the^  severally  reside,  should  be  given  to  the  poor  as  well  as 

for  three  consecutive  Sundays,  or  three  to  the  rich ;   and  the  present  laws  and 

times  in  one  Sunday.     In  the  parish  of  practices  before  referrM  to  should  be 

,   as   in   other    parishes,   there  is  abolished,  and  an  unsectarian  system  of 

charged  a  fee  of  £1,  Is.  for  the  pro-  publication  suhetituted.    The  petitioners 

clamation  if  one  Sunday,   and  7s.  6d.  would  therefore  respectfully  suggest  that 

if   Uie  proclamation  is  mode  on  three  on  Act  of  Parliament  should  be  passed 

Sundays,— an  expense  aggravated  and  abolishing   the  said   law   and  practice, 

doubled  where  the  two  parties  happen,  or   else  ^ternatively  therewith,   or    in 

M  isnotuncommon,  toresideinseparate  lieu  thereof,   enacting  that  henceforth 

parishes.     These  fees  were  originally  intimations  of  intended  marriages  shall 

devoted  to  the  poor,  but  now  this  is  no  be-  made  to  the  registrar  of  the  parish 

longer  the  case,  as  the  poor  are  under  '  or  district  days  at  least  before 

the  care  of  the  Parochial  Board.  their  celebration,  and  that  such  intima- 


554  OOBBBBPCaiDBKOfi.  ^'^MJii^ 

tienaalutllakobeiHLUiibedinBGaTani-  ouctin^tli&t  hncafastlintrri^Mihill 

ment  Gaiatte,  eitoer  at  a  nnifona  nM,  be  )R«elAuaad  iu  tiieiMwnBr  mggarted 

or  nptm  pkymeBt  of  Booh  fees  u  nny  be  in  this  pctitian,  or  to  do  otkerwiw  at 

detmedespedieDt;  and  which  f  era,  while  to  tow  HonooiAUe  Honae  dull  hcd 

modCTate  to  the  parties,'  mi^t  also  form  proper.' 
a  fair  Bonrcs  of  puUic  Rrettne. 

'  Har  it  themore  plea«e  joxk  Bononr-        Pemit  me  to  aik  wiiy  oar  Chmdi  or 

able  lunue   to  take  Hub  petition  into  ita  leaden  do  not  take  ap  tliU  qneitiOB. 

your    oonaideration,  and  to    pasa  the  Trnatiug  to  hear  more  on  the  pcont  bmb, 

naoeiMiT  act  aboliBhing  the  eaid  preaent  and  that  action  witi  be  taken, — I  as, 
law  and  piactiee,  and  in  jieu  tk«reof  ^ii. 


THE  COMMUNION  WIHE  QUEBTION. 


Sir, — I  hope  you  will  allow  me  room  lor  a  word  or  two,'chi^y  of  explanUioi], 
in  reply  to  what  your  comepondeDt '  Theta  '  haa  aaid  of  me  in  laat  nnmber  of  the 
Magazine.  With  his  gener^  srgnment  on  the  subject  of  'imfermented  vine'l 
do  not  intermeddle,  thongh  I  think  many  of  hie  asMrtiong  and  interpretationa  of 
Scripture  open  to  serious  queation.  I  leave  that  argument  to  others  better  qaab- 
fied  than  I  am  to  deal  with  it,  and  confine  myself 'to  what  '  Theta '  has  aajd  ol  mj 
letter  to  you,  which  was  written  in  the  intcreete  of  peace,  and  contained  only  qno- 
tfttiona  and  condensatioaB  of  what  had  been  written  by  others  on  the  anbject  of 
Communion  wine. 

'  mteta '  insinaatee  that  I  acted  unfairly  in  nnderstating  the  number  of  times  in 
which  the  Hebrew  word  Tirosh  occnra  in  Scriptnre.  My  reply  to  that  is,  that  (as  I 
distinctly  stated)  I  was  condensing  the  repreaentationa  of  another,  and  was  boand, 
tbetefore,  to  give  hia  statements  as  I  fonnd  them.  But  I  heartily  concede  to 
'  Tbeta  '  all  the  advantage  he  may  be  able  to  derive  from  the  fact  that  the  nnmber 
Stated  ongfat  to  have  been  38  inatead  of  34. 

'  Theta '  charges  me  with  simplicity,  want  of  logic,  and  '  deplorable  ignorant*, 
becanse  I  said  that  the  same  word  (Tiro'h)  in  Hob.  ir.  11  obTieosly  me«M  '  an 
intoxicating  bererage.'  To  this  I  might  make  the  aotce  reply  as  before — that  Irns 
giving  the  reprwentation  of  another  (Kitto'e  Oyelop.  8d  ed.  vol.  iii.  p.  1108).  Bat 
I  ahaJ!  not,  in  this  cuse,  have  reconrae  to  this  apology,  seeing  that,  after  getting 
the  benefit  of  'Theta'a '  wisdom  and  logic  and  leaming,  I  am  as  deplorably  ignorant 
on  the  auWect  as  ever.  I  make  no  Tiretenaions  to  Hebrew  scholarship ;  far  less  to 
be  able,  like  'Theta,'  to  correct  and  enlighten  Oriental  at^olars.  T  am  content, 
'Aerefore,  to  leam  the  tstablished  meaning  of  Hebrew  words  fnxn  the  ordiniiy 
sonrccfl ;  and  in  all  tboae  within  my  reach,  I  find  the  meaning  of  TiroA  to  be 
'  wine,'  '  new  wine,' '  sweet  wine,'  or  '  must,' — all  which,  whrther  (iey  may  be 
described  aa  intoxicating  beverages  or  not,  are  certainly,  in  opposition  to  'Thets|B 
dictnm,  Hquidi.  He  aaserts  very  dogmatically  that  t^  Hebrews  used  thia  wo™ 
'  for  vine-fruit  in  genera],  but  limited  to  the  aolid  prodnce.'  Well,  be  it  so ;  *b*t, 
then,  becoraea  of  the  saying  of  the  prophet  Hoaea?  By  vine-Jreit,  I  prwiioe 
'Theta'  intends,  inmore  Mdinary  phrase,  grapes  or  raitins,  or  both;  sotiiat  tte 
prophet's  meaning  must  be,  '  Whoredom,  and  wine,  and  grapes  or  raiiiif,  ^f 
away  the  heart.'  I  make  bim  welcome  to  thia  gioas ;  but  does'he  not,  with  all  ™ 
boasted  logic,  perceive  that  it  aape  the  foundation  of  much  of  hia  own  argnment, 
seeing  it  makes  the  eating  of  grapes  or  raisins  to  be  as  ainfal  and  dangerons  as,  1 
auppose,  he  holds  t^edrinking  of  wine  and  the  practice  of  whoredom  to  be. 

'  Theta '  lays  much  stresa  on  the  fact  that  it  is  the  htari,  and  not  the  head,  that 
is  said  to  be  taken  away  by  theae  things.  Scriptnre  addom  makes  any  sharp  die- 
'tinction  between  the  hmrt  and  tie  head,  in  '  Theta'a'  sense  of  the  latter  t«nD.  I' 
•very  often  includea  the  one  in  the  other.  But  it  seems  to  me  of  little  coDaequeiiee 
wtat  issaidto  be  taken  away.  On  .' rAeio'j'inierpMforion,  the  language  of  H(«» 
condemns  as  really,  if  not  aa  much,  the  eating  of  grapes  or  raiwne  sa  the  drinkiiiE 
of  intoxicating  wine  or  the  practice  of  whoredom;  and  car  he  eipect  anylorerof 
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UieBiUe,  otanj  believerin  ita  inspirntion.'toreceiTe,  on  his  ipse  (fiici(,'that  intcr- 
pietation-?  For  njy  part,  I  prefer  to  receivcUie  interpratation  ot  the  word  given 
b;  the  moat  eminent  lexicogrttpbers  and  commentAtors,  rather  than  that  contended 
for  fay  his  forced  rftther  than  forcible  logical  am,  etc., 

As  Old  Disciple. 


vamaaTTMBiAi,  fsockzsinob.  by    the    commitcee,    «ere    suggested    as 
wertiij  cf  -a    place    in    the   eeir  book. 

£frui«t.— This  piejbj^erj  met  on  the  Uhimalely   a  ccmmittee  vas   appointed, 

3d    of  NoTtmbei — the  Bct.   B,  Biodie,  cocaiating  of  the  Keva.  Dr.  Ritchie,   7. 

U.A.,  moderator.    The  Bev.  John  Tonng,  Meame,   and  W.  Linont — Mr.  Limont, 

M.A.,  from  the  PrsBbjtery  of  Edinburgh,  oonvener — lo  receive  further  snggeations, 

being  preaenC,   was  aiaotiated  with   the  and  reporc  Co  next  meeting  of  presbytery, 

presbytery.       Mr.    A.  Birrell    preaented  when  the  diacnaaion  will  be  reenmed. 
cenlScatea  from  the  Frofessorg,  attesting  '      Oupar. — Thia   presbyteiy  met    in    the 

his  attendaacs  at  the  Hal).    At  their  own  sesiion-honse  of  Boaion  Chnicli,  Cupar, 

reqnest,   Mr.  Biirell   waa   transferred   to  on    Tuesday,    the    IStb    October  —  Mr. 

EMinbnrgb,   and   Mr.  Junes   Mearaa   to  Alliaon,  moderator.    Mr.  James  Aitken, 

Newoastie.      It   was   intimated    by    the  A.M.,  stndent  of  diiinitj  of  the  fifth  year, 

Fceabylery  of  Arbnnth  that  they  propose  and   transferred  fiou  the  Presbytery  of 

the  name  of  the  Bar.  A.  Clark,  late  of  Damfriea,  delirered    part    of   trials    for 

IiCtham,  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  proba-  licence,  nhit^  trere  ap^rored  of  and  sus- 

tionere.      The    Rev.   G.    H.    Main    was  tained,  and  it  was  agreed  to  receive  his 

appointed  to  preaide   at   an   election  of  remaining  sabjects  of  trial  at  next  meet- 

etders   ia   tbe    mission   congregation    at  ing  of  presb^'tery.     The   clerk  reported 

Holy  Island,  and  Mr.  Scott,  ebier,  waa  tbat   Mr.  Heugban,   student  of  divinity, 

asaociaced  with  bim.    Mr.  W.  Sleedmac,  hsd  been    transferred    to  the   Dumfriea 

■under  trials  for  licence,  deiivered  a  homily  Presbytery,      Draft  copies   of   tbe    new 

on  Luke  xxiv.  26,  which  was  sustained.  Hjmn-Boob    ivere    distributed    to    the 

The  Rev.  J.   Laing,  W.  Rntherford,  and  members,  and  it  was  agreed  to  consider 

W.  Wilson  were  appointed  to  snp|^  the  this  subject  at  a  future  meeting.      Tbe 

pulpit  of  the  Hev,  James  M'Leish  on  tbe  moderator  submitted  a  scheme  for  COB- 

fonrth    Sabbath   of   November  and    the  ducting  the  intei-Bessionel  CEamination  of 

first    and    third    SaUiatha  of  December  etadents,  which   was    approved    of,   and 

respectively,  the  congr^ation  supplying  ordered    to    be    printed    and    circulated 

tbe  alternate  da^s.    The  Synod  remit  on  among  the  members.    The  consideratioa 

Training  was  deferred  to  next  meeting, 

....                    ^,                    --       I  which  was  appointed  lo  be  held  in  Bonny- 

pointedtoboheldon  theStbof  Decenberj  gate  Church  class-room  on  the  Tuesday 

and  on  account  of  the  amount  of  business,  after  tbe  first  Sabbath  of  December, 

it  naa  agreed  to  meet  at  10  o'clock  Adi.  Zhm^ria. — This  presbytery  met  on  3d 

on  tbat  day,  the  first  buaineaa  t^  be  taken  Novembei — tbe  liev.  John  Sellar,  mode- 

np  being  the  faeajing  of  hia   remaining  raCor.    Intimation  was  reeeived  from  the 

triala  for  licence  by  Mr.  BteedBon.    The  Presbytery   of   Arbroath    tbat   the  Bev. 

Draft  Hymn-Bod  was  ^ en   taken    up.  Alexander   Clati,   late   of  Letham,  was 

Several   members  expressed  the  opinion  recommendedtobaplacedonthepreacliers' 

that  itmnitundeq|o  very  mateiial  changes  liat.     Mr.  Qeorge  He aghan,  student  of  the 

ere  it  can  be  Bd<^>ted  by  tbe  Churdi.    One  fi^h  year,  gave  an  outline  6f  the  lectures 

menber  vxpressed  a  decided  preference  delivered  laat  session  of  the  Hall,  and  was 

for  the  book  at  present  in  oae  aa  compared  examined  on  theology  in  Tien  of  licence, 

with  the  draft.    Some'  of  the  naw  b^Biis  Mr.  George  Strang,  student  of  the  first 

were  mich  approved  of;  bat  objections  year,  was  transferred  from  the  Presbytery 

were  stated  to  Nos.  SO,  103,  110,  111,  213,  of  CUasgow,  gave  an  ontlioe  of  tbe  lectures 

31G,    and    many    others.     'Borne    were  delivered  last  session    of  tbe  Hall,  and 

objected    to  for  their  matter,   some  for  received  Ephesiaos  v.  16   for  a   homily. 

their  meaiore,  and  others  for.botb.    Many  The  report  on  Theol^cal  Training  waa 

of  tbe  alterations  proposed  bytbe  com-  then  considered.    Tbe  first  five  recom- 

mittee  were  considered  tbe  reverse  of  im-  mendations  of  the  committee  were  agreed 

provemsDts.    Ssveral hymns, not  pnpoiod  to-by  a'majority  or  Bnanimonsty ;  on  the 
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[UllH<PlIlkll«>. 


,_.    M  decided  tbmt, 

coniidering  tbs  voat  Kod  ETOwing  import- 
aoce  ofOlMgow,  the  presbytery  have  not 
sufficient  evidenca  that  the  Hall  ghonld 
not  meet  in  that  cit;.  The  ssrenth,  ninth, 
and  tenth  recommendaiiona  were  all 
adopted ;  but  on  the  eighth  it  wm  Bug- 
gested  that  the  eubjects  Bssigned  to  the 
five  EDggeated  Frafesaors  should  be 
comprisea  in  four.  On  the  rules  for 
Btudenta  preaching — 1.  Instead  of  under 
any  etrcunutaaces  leAaiever,  under  ordinary 
circumatances  waa  suggested.  3.  It  was 
agreed  to  inlimale  that  this  rule  cannot, 
in  thepresent  state  of  our  probationers' list, 
he  carried  out.  3.  This  suggestion  was 
agreed  to.  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  szamice  the  Ujmn-Book  and  report 
next  meeting.  It  was  also  agreed  to  con- 
sider Evangelistic  Effort  and  Home  Evan- 
geliiation  next  meeting,  which  will  be 
held  at  Dumfries  on  the  first  Tuesdaj  of 
Becemher. 

Duadet.^This  presbjlery  met  on  Tnes- 
da;  the  30tb  October — the  Ber.  Andrew 
Carter,  moderator.  CeriiGcates  from 
Froressor  Harper  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Andrew  Chapman,  student  of  (he  fourth 
year,  and  Mr.  John  Dandas,  of  tbe  third 
year.  These  two  students,  along  with 
Messrs.  Butcharl,  Watt,  and  Dickie,  being 
present,  were  examined  on  the  lectures 
given  at  tbe  Hall.  The  presbytery  ex- 
pressed themselves  satibfied  with  the 
examination.  Mr.  John  M'Kenzie, 
student  of  the  fourth  year,  and  Mr. 
John  Orr,  of  the  third  year,  at  their  own 
request,  were  transferred  to  the  Presby- 
tery of  Paisley  and  Greenock,  and  iir, 
Jamej  V.  Johnston,  stodent  of  tbe  first 
year,  to  the  Presbyiery  of  Melrose.  Bead 
certificate  of  transference  in  favonr  of 
Mr.  Robert  P.  Watt,  student  of  the 
second  year,  from  the  Presbytery  of  KiU 
marnocK.  Agreed  to  give  authority  to 
the  Students'  Committee  (o  appoint  sob- 
jects  of  discourse  to  the  students,  and  to 
tix  the  days  when  they  shall  be  delivered. 
Subjects  of  discourse  were  tben  assigned 
by  the  committee,  with  the  days  on  which 
they  are  due.  The  oommittee  for  the 
Augmentation  of  Stipend  was  then  ap- 
pointed—Mr. Graham,  convener.  Agreed 
to  combine  tbe  Evangelistic  and  Mission 
com mif.ee s  of  presbytery ^Mr.  Lawrie, 
convener.  It  wai  also  agreed,  that  when 
a  committee  is  appointed,  a  day  shall  be 
£zed  when  it  shall  give  in  its  report. 
Draft  copies  of  the  new  Hymn-Boofcwere 
laid  on  tbe  table  and  distributed  to  the 
members.  Agreed  to  take  up  tbe  Synod's 
remit  on  this  matter  at  the  ordinary 
meeting  if   " ■---      "^ ■-- 


geliiatiop.  The  presbytery  united  a 
praise  and  prayer.  After  a  full  eipcea- 
sion  of  opinion,  it  was  moved  and 
seconded  and  carried,  '  That  the  presby- 
tery, having  held  a  conference  on  Evan- 
gelistic Work,  entrust  to  the  Evangeliitic 
Committee  appointed  by  the  piesbylecy 
the  carrying  out  of  tbe  end  contemplated 
by  the  recommendation  of  the  Synod.'  Il 
was  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  different 
congregations  of  the  presbytery  to  obierre 
the  second  Sabbath  of  November  as  a  day 
of  thanksgiving  for  the  late  abundant 
harvest.  Head  a  communication  from 
the  Arbroath  Presbytery,  stating  that  th^ 
had  loosed  tbe  Bev.  Alexander  Clark  from 
his  charge  at  Letham,  and  that  they  pro- 
posed that  his  name  shonld  bs  placed  oi 
tbe  list  of  probationers  of  the  TJniKd 
Presbyterian  Church.  Dr.  M'Gavii 
stated  that  there  were  several  young  mea 
belonging  to  the  Church  who  had  lately 
been  brought  under  deep  religions  impul- 
sion, and  that  they  were  anxious  to  demle 
themselves  to  tbe  work  of  preaching  Ibt 
gospel.  He  snggested  that  it  sbanldbc 
remitted  to  the  Mission  Committee  of  lie 
presbytery  to  find  out  these  yoniig  nta, 
and  to  devise  means  to  aid  them  in  ihtit 
preparatory  studies.     This  was  agreed  la 

liunfermline. — This  presbyteir  met  it 
Alloa  on  October  29  — the  Rev.  Mr. 
M'Dowall,  moderator  pro  tem.  Dr. 
Joseph  Brown  and  Mr.  PatersoD,  fiiM 
tbePresbytery  of  Qlasgow;  Uessrs. Brows, 
Boyd,  and  Macintyre,  from  tbe  Presbytery 
of  Paisley  and  Greenock ;  Dr.  Ogilrie, 
from  the  Presbytery  of  Falkirk  j  ssd 
Messrs.  White,  Mo&t,  Wilson,  and  Thom- 
son, from  tbe  Presbytery  of  Stirling,  being 
present,  were  invited  to  correspond.  Mr. 
Daniel  M'Leon,  A.M.,  B.D.,  was  ordained 
to  the  office  of  the  holy  ministry,  and  ibe 
co-pastorate  of  the  First  Congtegalion, 
Alloa.  Il  was  agreed  to  hold  thankagivisg 
services  for  the  late  abundant  harvest  an 
as  early  a  day  as  possible.  Next  meeting 
of  presbytery  to  be  held  on  Tuesday,  the 
1st  December,  at  U  o'clock  a.k. 

Edinburgh — This  presbytery  met  in  i 
Queen  Street  on  Taesday,  November  S— 
the  Eer.  Mr,  Willianison,  Qneenifonj, 
moderator.  The  presbytery  was  ecgBged 
for  some  hours  in  hearing  several  students 
give  part  of  their  trials  for  licence,  aftw 
which  Rev.  Dr.  Andrew  Thomson,  mode- 
rator in  a  call  to  Canongate  Chnrcb, 
reported  that,  at  a  meeting  of  that  congre- 
gation held  on  aist  October,  it  had  been 
agreed  to  present  a  call  to  the  Bev.  Boberl 
Gray,  Cullybaekey,  near  Belfast,  to  become 
their  pastor.  The  call,  which  bad  beea 
signed  by  121  members  and  IB  adheienl^ 
was  snstained  by  the  presbytery.  Tte 
presbytery  then  proceeded  to  tbe  diaeu- 
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sion  of  the  report  of  the  Sjnod'g  committee  of  efEciency  in  arts  tnd  theologv,  irre- 

on  the  more  efficient  Theological  Training  apecCire  of  the  waj  in  which  snch  profi- 

of  Stndentt,  inbmitted  to  last  meeting  of  ciencj   bad   been  attained.      Mr.   Dobie, 

Sjnod,  tmd  thence  ient  down  to  presbj-  however,  withdrew  his  motion  after  toase 

teriea  and  seasiona  in  order  that  eaggea-  conTeraation,   and  that   of  Mr.   Gemmel 

libna    thereanenC   might  be    tranamilted  waiagreed  to,  a  committee  being  appointed 

back  to  the  committee  beforo  lit  Jannarj.  to  bring  op  a  report  on  the  details  of  the 

Dr-  Andrew  Thomson,  as  convener  of  the  aubject  at  next  meeting  of  preabjtery. 

commiltee  in  qnealion,  initiated  Iha  dia-  Falkirk. — This  presbytery  met  on   the 

ca^aion  by  briefly  laying  down  the  princi-  27  tb  October — tbe  Ber.  Andrew  Dodds, 

pal  recommendaliona  of  the  report  in  i^nes-  moderator.    Tbe  clerk  reported  that  he 

[ion.     Its  moat  important  propoaats  were  had    implemented    the    appointment    of 

— (1)  That  inatead  of  an  annual  seaaion  preabyiery,  hy  preaching  and  moderating 

extending  over  aeven  or  eight  weeka,  there  in  a  call  in  Erskine  Church,  Falkirk,  on 

should  be  a  aeaaion  of  five  or  six  montha  the  19th  October.    He  laid  tbe  call  on  the 

in  the  year ;  and  (2}  That  inatead  of  five  table,  in  favonr  of  Mr.  James  Aitchison, 

BCBsion*  for  Hall  attendance,  (here  ahould  preacher,   subacribed    by   aOG    members. 

be  three  aeaeiona,  aaid  enrricnlum  to  com-  Themoderator'BConduc(wasappioved,and 

mence   after  the  Arts  carricnlnm  at  tbe  ibe  call  waa  anataineil  as  a  regular  gospel 

Univcrait;  had  been  completed.     In  com-  call,   and  triala  for  ordination  were  ap- 

mon  with  hit  brethren  on  the  committee,  pointed.     Mr.    Wilson    Baird   gave   ihe 

it    seemed  to  him,  he  said,  that  several  remainder  of  hia   triala   for  licence,   all 

advantages  wonid    grow  ont  of  such   a  which  were  anaCained,  when  the  moderator 

scbeme.      Mr.   Gemmel  moved  that  tbe  dnly  licensed  bim,  and  addreased  lo  him 

Rresbyterj  approve  of  the  two  main  suitable  exhortations. 
taturea  of  the  scheme.  Br.  Davidson  Oaltoviay.^A  pro  re  nala  meeting  of 
had  some  donbts  abont  tbe  scheme  pro-  this  preabytery  waa  held  at  Newton- 
posed,  for  although  the  curriculum  would  Stewart,  5th  November,  and  waa  con- 
ifaerebj  be  shortened,  the  expense  attend-  atitnted  by  Mr.  Lindaaj,  moderator.  It 
ing  it  woald  be  greatly  increased.  A  waa  agreed  to  gram  a  moderation  to  Weet- 
possible  alternative  plan  would  be,  that  Cbnrch  Congregation,  Stranraer,  and  Mr. 
men  of  sufScient  mental  power  and  attain-  Hogarth  waa  appointed  to  preside  and 
iMenta  might  he  admitted  to  the  miniatij  moderate  on  the  16th  of  this  month. 
withont  being  required  to  go  through  all  Qlasgov!. — A  meeting  of  this  preabytery 
the  curriculum  proposed  in  the  echeme.  was  held  on  Tuesday,  10th  November — 
Stndenta  might,  for  inatance,  be  allowed  Bev.  Mr.  Clark,  Barrhead,  moderator. 
to  make  op  by  private  sindy  what  was  Mr.  Koberts  propoaed  that  a  committee 
~  '     [  College.     Dr.  Brnce  he  now  appointed  with  the  view  of  com- 


generally  ti 
seconded  t 


seconded  the  motion  of  Mr.  Qemmel.  mnnicating  with  the  memhera  of  prea- 
Afr.  Dobie  (Leith)  aaid  that  (he  question  byiery  betwi:ct  this  and  next  meeting,  and 
seemed  to  him  not  ao  mnch  one  of  the  receiving  auggeattona  with  reference  tothe 
training  of  atndents,  aa  how  to  increaae  new  Hymn-Book,  and  to  report  at  next 
the  numbers  at  present  attending  the  meeting  of  presbytery.  Afier  some  dts- 
Theologicol  Hall.  In  the  meantime  the  cnasion,  a  committee  was  appointed  in 
TJnited  Presbyterian  Church,  in  common  terma  of  Mr.  Roberta'  motion.  Bev.  Mr. 
with  other  denominatiooa  thioughont  the  Anderson,  a  member  of  tbe  Presbytery  of 
conntry,  was  aufltering  from  a  dearth  Hamilton,  attended  aa  a  depntation,  and 
of  students;  and  it  aeemed  to  him  that  explained  what  stepa  iiad  been  taken  to 
the  question  QrsC  to  be  considered  waa,  eatabliah  preaching-stationa  at  Newton 
to  what  extent,  if  any,  tbe  propoaed  and  Cambuilang.  It  was  unanimously 
plan  would  diminish  the  nnmber  of  agreed  to  recommend  the  two  staliona 
Etndents.  Dr.  Beid  cordially  approved  in  referred  to  to  the  special  care  of  the  Prea- 
general  terma  of  the  acbeme  as  proposed,  bytery  of  Hamilton.  Bev.  Mr.  Pirretsaid 
Mr.  Mair  thought  that  the  lengthening  that  the  proper  training  of  agents  for  city 
of  the  session  was  an  absolute  necessity,  miaaion  and  evangelistic  work  was  a  sub- 
simply  looked  at  from  the  student's  point  ject  of  great  and  permanent  importance, 
of  view.  Mr.  Dobie  moved  to  the  efltect  apart  from  the  special  circumatances  of 
that,  while  approving  of  the  general  the  present  religious  morcment.  He  con- 
features  of  the  scheme,  it  ahould  be  sug-  eluded  an  address  on  tbe  aubject  by  pro- 
gested  to  tbe  committee  to  consider  whe-  posing — I.  'That  a  special  committee  be 
ther,  in  addition  to  this  plan  of  theological  appointed,  or  the  existing  committee 
training,  candidatea  for  the  ministry  might  instructed,  to  take  interim  measures  for 
not  be  received  and  licensed  when  fonnd  the  inauguration  of  a  ayatem  of  training 
to  be  of  decided  Christian  character,  and  yonng  men  as  evangeliata  ;'  and  S.  'That 
nho  were  ablo  to  meet  t,  certain  standard  the  ptetbyterj  should,  on  an  eariy  day. 


558  BXUGIOUS  nlZELI.IGBNOE. 


ftrntointed  on  ike  whole .iDbjeot  of  Hodu  meeting  of  EagleihaiB  aoiigregUia»,  & 
UlinoDs  i&  GlateoiTi'  Sev,  Br.  David  liad  been  giren  to  Mr.  Jai  "  '* 
U'Ewui    seconded   the  reetJttiou,    the      GLaajtow,  to  ba  collBagoe  ai 


hare  a  conference  with  the  Board  to  be  tioo.    The  modenttoi  ii 

if  Hodu  meeting  of  Eagleihaia  O' 

'.  David  had  been  given  to  Mr.  Jkbu  Aitchison, 

IDS,    the  GLaajtow,  to  be  collBagoe  and  Bstceisar  in 

object  of  which,  he  laid,  wu  to  tecoie  the  Kew.  Mr.  Carewell.    lie  preifajtcrr 

aatboriied  eTangellste,    After  Bome  dis-  snMained  the  calL    Bev.  Mr.  M'L;icU« 

cnnioD,   on  (be  motion  of  Bev.   Dr.  A,  reported  that  the  Rer.  John  Smith,  M.L, 

MacEwen,  the  presbjterr  agreed  to  thank  Bargbead,  had  been  ananmoiulr  called  te 

Mr.  Pirret  for  briuging  the  matter  forward,  be  pastor  of  Blanljre  congregatiao.    The 

and  to  appoint  a  committee  to  draw  np  an  presbTterr  Baatained  the  call,  and- agreed 

overtnre  to  the  Sjnod,  calling  attention  to  to  pnMecnIe  it.    The  cleik  read  a  leuti 

the  whole  Bobject  of  ^e  training  of  joang  from  tbe  seesions  reganUng  the  recun- 

men  for  evangeliBEic  work.     It  wa  alio  mendation  erf  tbe  committee  to  erect  ihe 

agreed  to  remit  to  a  commiltee  Co  deal  with  He Ddenon  Memorial  Church  in  Ovcmcir- 

the  joung  men  already  engaged  in  erau-  ton  diatrint.     Seventeen,  setaiona  were  la 

geliatic  work.    The  minutes  of  a  meeting  favour  of  the  propOBal,  and  eight  agiinst 

of  the  joint  committees  of  tbe  Giaigow  it.    After  bearing  Dr.  Scott,  it  na*  moTed 

Presbjler;  and  the  Home  Cammittee  of  bj  Dr.  MacEwen  that  the  pnwbjterj  ap- 

the  SjDod'iBoerd  of  MiaiiiHia  oaQlaigow  prove  of  the  aite,  and  was  sseaaded  bj 

City  Bvangeliiationwere  read  byLhecIeTk  Bev.  Mr.  Cameron.    Dr.  Joteph  Biovi 

(Dr.    George   Jeffrev).    Tbe;  contained  moved  that  thesileba  not  Ba]]etioiieil,aid 

reaolntiona  come  to  by  the  jiunt  commit-  was  seconded  by  Drj  Wilaon.    Dr.  Mu- 

tees  concerning  the  conitilation  of  a  pro-  Ewen'a  motion  waa  carried  bj  SL  to  IL 

posed  Board,  in  connection  with  the  United  The  site  wa*  therefore  Banctioned  by  lb 

PrOBbylerian    Chnroh    in    Glaagow,     for  preabjlety. 

planting  new  congregationa  in  neceasitons  ffamHion, — ThiapreabyCeiy  metanlTIk 
oi  promising,  localiciee,  and  for  the  ays-  October  —  the  Bev.  A.  W.  Donalihn, 
tematic  pioaacnlion  of  home  miaaion  wotk  moderator.  Mr.  Donaldaoa  reponed  itnl 
ia  poorer  and  denaely  popnlated  diatricta.  he  had  preached  in  Chapel  Street  Cbnitk 
The  Board  shall  be  cJled  '  Tbe  Olaigow  on  the  12th  instant,  and  aftarwarda  pit- 
Chnrch  Planting  and  Evai^iiialioa  aided  in  the  moderation  of  a  call,  wiid 
Board,'  and  shall  consist  of  36  members —  bad  tnmed  out  naanimonal;  tn  faroDr  of 
miniatera,  elders,  and  members  of  tbe  the  Bev.  Bobert  Balganie  of  Woolwicl: 
United  Freebyteiian  Chnieh,  to  be  chosen  The  call,  signed  by  asi  memben,  aad 
by  fonr  bodies,  vii.  by  the  Presbytery  of  papers  of  concnrrance  signed  by  90  ordi- 
Glasgow,  the  Bone  Committee  of  the  nary  hearers,  and  petition  by  tlie  a»- 
Board  of  MiasionB,  tbe  Glasgow  United  gregation,  praying  that  the  call  be  pro- 
Presbyterian  Eldera'  Association,  and  at  ceedcd  in  according  to  ths'  mks  of  dt 
an  annnal  pablic  meeting.  After  the  first  Cbnrcfa,  were  laid  on  tbe  table-  tbt 
year,  one-third  of  the  members  of  each  petition  was  then  read,  in  which  it  vu 
section  of  the  Board  shall  retire  annaally,  alated  that  Hessrs.  James  Gilcbrisl  aid 
bat  may  be  le-elected.  The  Boaid  shall  David  Myeis  and  the  Bst.  A  W. 
endeavour  at  the  ontset  to  raise  a  fand  of  Donaldson  are  appointed  commiuioi'cn 
at  least  jCSOiOOO,  both  the  interest  and  the  to  proseente  the  caU  to  a  Ssal  isms- 
principal  of  which  may  be  used  for  tbe  These  commissioneis  were  present,  ind 
furtherance  of  its  objects ;  shall  seek  to  were  heud.  The  pre^tery  inetsiaed 
make  arrangements  with  iodividnala  and  the  call  aa  a  regular  gospel  call-  Ths 
congregations  by  which  an  annual  revenne  csmmiaaioners  stated  thai  reaaena  for  At 
may  be  obtained  for  the  cimtinnons  pro-  triwiletioit  of  Mr.  Balgame  bu!  >>£«■ 
leeution  of  its  WM-k;  and  shall  aim  at  prepared  and  adopted  by  tbe  conip-egalioa, 
inducing  particular  congn^tiona  to  or-  which  were  read,  and  three  copies  cf  ibe 
guuES  new  congregationa  and  erect  aame  were  laid  on  the  table.  Ilepresbj- 
churches  in  speciu  districts  wfaete  loia-  tery  iaatmcted  tbe  clerk  tosend  noiiceof 
sionary  work  ia  carried  on  by  them,  and  thia  call,  the  coll  itself,  and  tbe  tlirM 
where  regnlar  and  permanent  ordinances  copies  of  the  reasons  of  translatioD,  lo  iba 
seem  to  be  required.  Ali  the  work  of  the  clerk  of  the  Presbytery  of  London,  "ttliia 
Board  shall  be  dons  in  accordanoe  with  t^oae  bounds  Mr.  Balgamie  itaiilca.  "* 
presbyteFial  order ;  and  in  all  their  opera-  questine  said  clerk  to  f<3low  out  tlie  nilel 
tions  the  Board  shall  endeavour  to  aecnre  of  the  Ohnrch  regarding  the  ssme  wilti  sU 
the  concurrence  and  co-operation  of  the  conventent  apeed.  The  Bav.  Mews. 
Home  Committee  of  the  Synod's  Board  of  'Wila«ii,L  Iian^land,  and  Dunlop,  wiib  iba 
Missions.  After  considerable  discosaion,  elder  from  aath  of  th«r  congteEStiiD^ 
the  presbytery  agreed  to  tbe  foregoing  were  appointed  aa  a  sBnding'cemiaiuu 
resolmiona,  and  iDstrscted  a  copy  of  tbem  oa  Miaaions,  Evangelisite  Wnb  mi 
to  betrawmiited  to  the  Elders'  Aasecis-'  Stipend.  ADgDMOtationi-Hr.  LaogUsiid, 
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convenar.  l^e  Iter.  Mgmm.  M'Failane,  moDtht. — This  prMbjter]'  met  again  at 
DancaDMn,  aod  Anderaon,  with  the  elder  Belfatt,  SOth ,  October — Ker.  B.  Gray, 
ttoia  each  of  th«ir  conf|r«gatioDs,  were  moderator.  Bead  intimation  from  Dr. 
appointed  a  conunittee  00  StatistiCB — Mr.  Bcott  that  it  falls  to  tbi*  presbjterj  to 
DnncaaBon,  convenei.  Mr.  Anderaon,  nominate  a.  miniater  to  MTve  on  tbe 
coDvener  of  tbe  cammitCes  for  suparin-  MiMion  Bo«cd;  agreed  to  raqocat  the 
tending  tbe  miMJon  stations  at  Newion  Bar.  James  Bfinnie,  Glasgow,  to  represent 
and  Cambnslang,  gave  in  a  favourable  tbe  presbytery  at  the  Board.  Bead 
report  regarding  tbe  suae.  Bad  tbo  pres-  extract  minute  of  Home  Mission  Board, 
bjterj  appointed  the  Ber.  Messrs.  Meiklc;  iatimating  that  tbe  BeT.  W.  Clark  tuul 
John,  Sbearer,  Wilson,  Morton,  and  been  again  appointed  to  visit  the  congre- 
Dnncanson  respeotivolj  to  preach  in  Ibeee-  •  gations  in  Ireland.  Read  letter  from  Mr. 
stations  doring  the  moatb  of  November.  Claik,  expressing  his  willingnees  to  visit 
Tbe  preabjier;  also  agreed  10  t^e  up  at  Ireland,  but  stating  difficulties  in  his  wav  1 
next  meeting  the  remits  of  S7aod  on  agreed  to  intimate  to  Mr.  Clark  tbat  the 
Theological  Training,  the  Hymn-Book,,  presbjteijappieciate these di£Gcaltie>, and 
and  Evanfielistic  Work.  vill  not  ask  nim  to  come  till  the  spring  or 
Ireiatid. — Tliis  presbytery  met  at  Bel-  summer.  Mr.  Matwiok  reported  tiiat  a 
fast  OD  the  2ad  September— Bev.  W.  uaanimons  call  bad  been  given  by  the  Bel- 
Bnchan,  moderator.  The  Sev.  A.  S.  fast  Congregation  to  Mr.  John  Moir,  B.D., 
M'liean,  from  tbe  Glatgow  Presbytery,  preacber,  Glasgow,  The  call,  signed  by  49 
being  present,  was  invited  to  correspond,  members  and  47  adherents,  was  laid  on  the 
Bead  cew  arrangements  of  the  Mission  table.  It  was  cordially  agreed  to  sustoio. 
Board  with  supplemented  congiegatioiu..  the  call,  and  to  appoint  to  Mr.  Uoir  trials 
The  proposals  of  tbe  MiEsion  Board  were  for  ordination  in  tlie  event  of  tilH  accept- 
accepted  by  the  congr^ations,  with  some  ance.  Presbytery  appointed  to  meet  at 
BUgbt  reservations.  On  the  motion  of  Belfast  on  the  SSd  December. 
Mr.  !Fitspa|[icl^  it  wae  unauimouEly  KeUo. — This  presbyterymeton  theSOth 
agreed:  'That  tbe  best  thanks  of  the  Oct. — Mr.AndrewBitchie,moderBtor,with 
presbytery  be  given  to  tbe  Hone  Mission  whomwereeight  ministers  and  threeelders. 
Board  for  their  kindness  in  sending  the  The  last  nunnte  nas  confirmed,  when  the 
Bev.  W.  Clark,  Barrhead,  as  a  depotation  clerk  reported  that  the  Presbytery  of 
to  our  several  congregations ;  that  we  ex-  Arliroath  hare  loosed  the  Bev.  Alesandu 
ceedingly  regret  his  arrangements  only  Clark  from  his  charge  at  Iielham,  near 
permitted  him  to  see  the  office-bearers,  and  ITorfar,  and  propose  that  hia  name  be  pnt 
not  the  people,  of  the  congregations,  except  oa  the  list  of  probationers.  He  also  inii- 
in  the  case  of  Fortadowo;  and  tbat  we  mated  tbat  tbe  committee  on  the  new 
eamestiy  hope  the  Home  Mission  Board  Hymn-Book,  as  instructed,  had  sent  copies 
will  again  send  Mr.  Clark,  at  some  early  of  Draft  Hymn-Book  for  each  minister 
date,  to  visit  and  preach  to  the  people  and  session,  which  were  distributed ;  and 
ttitonghout  the  bonnds  of  the  presbyteiT,  as  tbat  snggestions  thereon  by  presbyteries 
we  believe  no  evangelistic  work  could  be  or  sessions  require  to  be  sent  to  the  dark 
of  greater  importance  than  that  which  Mr.  to  the  committee  before  the  Isl  day  of 
Clark  would  render,  were  he  for  a  few  January  next.  A  letterwos  read  fromthe 
weeks  located  among  ut,'  A  letter  was  convener  of  the  Finance  Committee,  call- 
read  from  Mr.  B.  Smith,  preacher,  do-  ing  attention  to  injanctione  of  Synod  ia 
clining  the  call  to  Belfast.  Bead  petition  reference  to  the  annual  contribution  to 
for  a  moderation  from  Belfast  Congrega-  the  Synod  Fnnd  for  1874)  which  oogbt  to 
tion ;  agreed  to  grant  the  moderation,  and  be  transmitted  by  every  congregation  dai> 
appointed  to  moderate  on  the  evening  of  isg  the  mootb  nov  corrent.  The  Bev,  - 
Wednesday,  14tb  October.  Bead  extract  John  Milne  reported  tbat  be  had  imple- 
miunte  of  Home  Mission  Board,  recom-  meated  the  appointment  of  presbytery  to 
mending  the  presbytery  to  encourage  tbe  preach  and  preside  in  the  moderation  of 
people  at  Poriadown  to  persevere  in  their  a  caU  to  one  to  be  colleague  to  the  Bev, 
efforts  to  support  ordinances,  and  surest-  James  Jarvie  in  the  East .  Congregation, 
ing  that  the  services  of  a  preacher  or  ad-  Kelso,  on  the  eveningofMonday,the3Sth 
vanced  etndent  should  be  secured  for  six  day  of  S^tember  Ust.  The  call  had 
months  or  so  to  conduct  tbe  services.  Mr.  turned  out  ananimously  in  favonr  of  Mr. 
Marwick  stated  that  h«  had  got  a  notice  William  Mnirhead,  M.A.,  probationer, 
placed  in  tbe  lobby  of  our  Divinity  Hall,  and  signed  in  bis  presence  most  cordiaUy. 
oETeriag  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  £100  per  The  call,  irith  relative  documents,  was 
annnm  to  any  advanced  student  who  laid  oa  the  table  by  the  commisHoners  of 
wonld  .undertake  the  work,  but  that  uoap-  the  congregation,  and  hod  upended  to  it 
plication  had  heenimade,  Mr.  Qraywas  tha  names  of  171  persoDS  in  full  com- 
appoUtad.  moderator  for.  the  next  twelve  VMUiiaDi  together  with  paper  of  adherence 
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Kgnti  bj  ordlnaiy  be»ren  to  tbe  nombei  toinitten  «nd  seHionB ;  vliich  committee 

of  99.    Tbecondact  of  the  moderator  wu  shall  have  power  to  fix  the  timet  for  (tie 

fonnd  to  haTe  becD  re^lar  in  all  reipecta^  nieetiDg>,'aTid  arraage  for  the  ipeaken  at 

and   ira»   approved   of.       The    commii-  the  same   time,  ao   as  to  secure  miited 
■ioner*  haTing  been  beard,  on  the  motioi 

of  Hr.  Bentoi],  teconded  bj  Mr.  Poison,  i  ... 
WBi  nnanimonslj  agreed  to  SDStain  the  The  committee  think  that  the  follaving 
call,  and  to  give  intimation  of  the  same,  among  other  points  shonid  form  the  Biit>- 
with  all  needed  information,  to  Mr.  MaJr-  jeet  or  friendly  conversation  at  the  confer- 
bead,  reqniring  him  lo  aignirj  his  mind  epce  on  EvaDgeliatic  Work  to  be  held  in 
eoDceming  it  at  neit  meeting.  Pieces  of  the  presbjtflrj ; — '  The  Inqairjr  Meeting, 
trial  were  appointed  for  ordination  in  the  'how  best  to^condnct  it;'  '  The  EtHs  some, 
erent  of  his  acceptance.  The  preshjterj  times  attending  and  following  od  a  time 
took  into  consideration  proposed  new  ar-  of  Beligions  Excitement,  bow  best  to 
isngetneuti  as  to  stipend  and  sopplament  gnard  against  thetn;'  'The  Country  Vil- 
on  the  part  of  the  Home  Committee  of  the  lages  and  Farm  Towns,  how  best  to  reach 
Mission  Board  with  the  congregation  of  them;'  'The  Prayer  Meeting  and  Sab- 
]>itho1ni,  the  settlement  of  which,  how-  bath  School,  how  to  make  them  influence; 
ever,  could  not  be  effected,  through  the  of  revival.'  The  ptesbjtery  at  this  stagE 
non-appearance  of  the  representatives  of  agreed  to  meet  for  an  hour  in  private,  for 
the  congregation.  The  clerk  was  in-  the  free  discussion  of  those  and  such-like 
Btrueted  to  remind  them  of  their  neglect,  points.  At  the  close  of  the  private  cod- 
•nd  to  require  their  presence  at  next  ferencCi  the  following  deliverance  was 
neeting.  The  Set,  James  Rogers,  as  unanimouslycome  to,  as  snhmittedbjMr. 
convener  of  the  atandiug  committee  of  Benton;— 'That  the  presbyterj  having 
presbrterj  on  Evangelistic  Effort,  pre-  taken  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
seated  his  report  preparatory  to  the  con-  committee,  and  along  with  it  the  remit  of 
fsrenoe  on  the  subject.  The  report  em-  the  Sjnod  on  the  subject,  after  long  con- 
braced  (I)  tforittlonedurini/fAe  past  i/eor.  ference,  nnauimouslj  agree  to  take  pres- 
— Evangelistic  meetings  have  been  held  in  byterial  action  for  promoting  evangelistic 
bU  the  congregations  under  the  inspection  services  in  all  the  congregations  under  its 
of  the  presbjtery,  with  one  exeepUon,  and  care,  and  appoints  a  small  committee  to 
these  have  extended  over  from  two  to  ten  make  arrangements  for  a  fortnight's  mecL- 
weeks.  In  the  large  towns,  such  as  Kelso  ings  in  each  congregation,  by  correspond- 
and  Jedburgh,  united  meetings  have  been  ence  with  the  several  ministers,  and  tbe 
held,  and  in  most  cases  there  has  been  framingofsach  suggestions  as  sball  seem 
co-operation  with  ministers  of  other  de-  most  conducive  to  the  end.'  Mr.  RentoD 
nominations.  It  is  hoped  that  mnch  good  gave  notice  of  the  following  motion:— 
has  been  done  bj  these  meetings,  for  it  it  '  That  when  the  report  sent  down  to  prei- 
believed  that  some  hopeful  cases  of  con-  byteriei  anent  more  elBcient  Training  of 
version  have  occurred,  while  there  has  Students  at  tbe  Theological  Hall  is  taken 
been  mnch  qnickening  of  spiritual  life  under  consideration,  I  ^all  move  that  the 
among  God's  people,  and  as  a  result,  better  presbjtery,  approving  generallj  of  the 
attendance  on  the  Sabbath-day  services  scheme  set  forth  in  the  report,  deem  it 
and  week-day  prayer  meetings,  and,  at  the  essential  to  the  end  in  view  that  the 
time  at  leastiawarmerintereBtinspirilnal  annual  session  of  the  Theological  Hsll 
thingt.  Lty  agency  has,  to  a  certain  ex-  should  not  be  less  than  five  months,  and 
tent,  been  made  nse  of  in  these  meetings,  therefore  that  the  Professors  shonlil  he 
and  among  others,  soma  of  the  evangelists  separated  from  paatoral  charges ;  and 
of'onr  own  Cbardi  have  been  employed;  having  regard  to  efficiency,  nnity,  and 
but  generally  the  ministers  have,  with  tbe  economy,  deem  one  Hall  both  desirable 
assistance  of  brethren  from  the  presbytery  and  sufficient ;  and  that  Ediabnrgh  i«  the 
and  from  other  denominations,  done  most  natural  and  noit  eligible  place  for  it.' 
of  the  work.  (3)  Suggatiom/or  the/uiure.  Hi.  Jarvie  gave  notice  of  an  amendment 
-'The  committee  recommend  that,  follow-  on  the  latter  portion  of  this  motion,  to  the 
ing  up  the  recommendation  of  the  Synod,  effect  that  there  shonid  be  two  Hall^  the 
'-^  should  ba  held  in  all  the  congre-  one  located  in  Edinburgh  and  the  other 


gations  within  the  bounds  of  the  preshy-  in  Olssgow,  for  the  greater  ci 

tery  during  the  ensuing  winter.     They  the  stadents.    Mr.  Benton  moved  thst  (he 

recommend  further,  that  instead  of  leav-  congregations  of  the  presbytery  should  he 

ing  it,  as  last  year,  lo  the  individual  action  recommended    to    observe   a    season  of 

of  the  various  sessions  and  ministers,  the  thank^iving  to  Almighty  Ood  for  Bis 

presbytery  shonid,  by  a  committee,  arrange  goodness  in  the  recent  harvest,  ssssiDns 

for  those  meetings  in  their  different  con-  being  left  to  fix  on   tbe  most  snitaU* 

gregations  after  comspondence  with  the  times;  which  wB«agre«d to. — ^dspieibf- 
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Connnittee  or  Superintendence  during  tha 
receii.  QianCed  a  moderation  in  a  call 
id  attendance.  It  wai  ascertained  to  Trinity  Church,  Irvine,  and  appointed 
aiioual  contribnlion  had  been  the  clerk  to  preach  and  preside  in  the 
mode,  or  was  in  course  of  being  made,  to  election  on  the  evening  of  the  S6tb  insC. 
the  Synod's  General  Fond.  The  clerk  read  The  cangregaCion  propose  to  give  £100 
letters  from  Mr.  William  Muirhead,  M.A.,  with  the  manse  to  Dr.  Robertson  mean- 
acknowledging  the  call  addressed  to  him,  white,  and  £220  in  name  of  stipend,  and 
and  which  had  been  cordiallj  enstained  b;  £30  for  honge-rent  and  expenaei,  to  the 
the  presbjtecy, from  the  EasiCongregation,  minister  that  maj  be  called.  After  hear- 
Kelso,  to  be  colleagne  to  the  Rev.  James  ing  a  report  with  reference  to  the  condi- 
Jarvie.  He  felt,  after  advice  and  prayer'  tion  and  prospects  of  Mmrkirk,  the  pres- 
fnl  consideration,  relactantl;  constrained  bjter;  agreed  to  maintain  thecongregation 
to  decline  the  honour  done  to  him.  The  as  a  regular  chaive,  and  recommend  them 
call  was  accordinglj  set  aside,  and  sjmpa-  to  the  faronrable  consideration  of  the 
thy  was  szpreslcd  with  the  congregation  Mission  Board  for  a  grant  to  make  up  the 
that'  their  unanimous  invitation  had  not  miuimnm  stipend  to  a  stated  minister. 
been  accepted.  Commissioners  from  the  The  petition  for  a  moderation  was  laid  on 
congregation  of  YethoEm  compeared  on  tbe  table  meantime.  Bead  proposed  nevr 
citation,  and  reported  that  it  had  been  arrangemeniswiihsupplementedchnrches. 
nuanimously  agreed  to  raise  the  stipend  Approved  of  the  proposed  arraDgements 
paid  by  the  people  from  £102, 10s.  to  £117,  with  Kilwinning  and  Patna.  Itecom- 
10s.,  in  compliance  witb  the  requirement  mended  that  the  new  arrangements  with 
of  the  Home  Committee  recently  made,  West  Elilbride  should  bagia  on  the  Ist 
bnt  that  they  could  not  pledge  the  ad-  April  1875,  and  contiaae  to  the  3Ist 
ditional  sum  of  £5  now  demanded.  March  1877.  Agreed  to  correspond  with 
The presbyterynnanimously  recommended  the jtongregation  of  Majbole  before  sauc- 
tbe  committee  to  accept  of  this  advance.  Cloning  the  proposed  new  arrangements 
Mr.  Bogers  reported  that  progress  was  with  them.  Agreed  to  send  to  the  sesaioni 
being  made  in  the  arrangements  for  evan-  within  the  bounds  printed  copies  of  sua- 
gelistic  meeiiuge  within  the  bounds,  and  ge^tions  with  reference  to  evangelistic 
that  they  bad  been  commenced  at  some  work. — This  preabyteir  met  again  on  the 
farm-places.  Took  up  the  remit  of  Synod  10th  November — the  Rev.  James  Patrick, 
to  presbyteries  and  seaaions  anent  report  moderator.  The  clerk  reported  that  the 
on  more  efficient  Theoiogical  Traiuing,  call  from  Triuity  (Hiarcb,  Irvine,  bad  come 
wheu  Mr.  Rentou  moved  in  terms  of  out  in  favour  of  Mr.  William  Muirhead, 
notice  given  at  last  meeting.  The  motion  preacher,  by  a  majority  over  other  two 
was  seconded  by  the  Rev.  David  Cairns,  preachers  who  had  been  pri^oaed  and 
and  after  lengthened  discussion  wa«unani-  seconded.  Agreed  to  sottain  the  call, 
monaly  adopted.  It  was  moved  by  Mr.  which  was  signed  by  20&  members,  and 
Jarvie,  aud  seconded  by  Mr.  Barr,  that  appointed  triala  for  ordination  to  Mr. 
the  presbytery,  meanwhile  expreasing  a  Muirhead.  Read  a  communicaiian  from 
general  approval  of  the  Draft  Hymn-  the  Mission  Board,  intimating  that  they 
Book,  appoint  a  small  committee  to  would  give  a  grant  to  Muirkirk  to  make 
Bcrutiniie  the  same,  and  giving  due  weight  up  a  stipend  from  all  sources  of  £157, 10«. 
to  any  suggestions  which  sessions  may  GraDted  a  moderation  in  a  call  to  the 
forward  to  them  within  three  weeks  from  coogregatiou,andBppointedMr.M'Donald 
this  date;  to  bring  up  to  next  meeting  a  to  preach  and  preside  on  the  23d  inet^ 
report  on  the  same,  containing  such  sug-  Took  ap  remit  of  Synod  anent  report  on 
sestiona  as  they  propose  should  be  sent  Theological  Training.  Approved  gene- 
in  to  the  Synod's  committee,  as  Invited,  rally  of  the  auggestioiu  of  the  committee. 
not  later  than  Ist  Jannair  next.  The  With  reference  to  the  sixth  tnggestion,  it 
motion  waa  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Jarvie,  wai  agreed  by  a  majority  to  recommend 
D.  E.  Miller,  and  Rogers  appointed  the  that  the  Hall  meet  in  Glasgow.  It  was 
committee — Mr.  Jarvie,  convener.  Next  also  agreed  by  a  majority  to  disapprove  of 
meeting  was  fixed  to  be  held  on  the  third  the  flitb  chair,  as  proposed,  but  reeom- 
Tueaday  in  December  next.  mend  that  provision  be  made  in  some  other 
Kilmamocli. — This  preabytery  met  at  way  for  training  atudenls  in  the  practical 
Kilmarnock  on  the  I3ih  October  —  the  work  of  the  ministry.  Scad  remit  of 
Rev.  James  Patrick,  moderator.  Messrs.  Synod  with  reference  to  Revised  Draft 
John  Howatson,  Robert  Faterson,  James  Hymn-Book.  Attfii  same  discusaion  it 
K.  Nisbet,  and  Robert  S.Wilson,  students,  was  agreed  to  approve  generally  of  the 
were  examined  on  the  lectures  which  work  of  the  Synod's  committee,  postpone 
they  had  severally  heard  at  the  Halt,  and  further  discussion  till  next  meeting,  and 
remitted  to  the  care  of  the  Kilmarnock  appoint  a  committee  to  carefnlly  examine 
NO.  ZH.  TOI-  XTHL  MEW  BSBIZS.— SSCBHBEB  Ufli.  2  N 
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the  Hvmn-Book  in  the  Ugbt  of  mggei-  Mr.  Archibald  Smich  to  the  Fresbjterj  af 

tlons  throon  out  bj  memlnrs,  and  briaE  Dundee,  and  Mr.  J.  F.  Dempster  to  lh« 

Dp  a  report  to  next  meeting.    AppoJnted  Pregbjletr  of  Aberdeen,     fiesd  extract 

tinBCot>e  held  at  EilmamocL  on  minnteBoftbePretb^tenegorOlugQwand 


the  lecond  Taeidaj  of  December.  Anoandale,  traiiBferriiig  to  Ibe  charze  of 

ZoTurt— This  pre*bftei7  met  on  the     this    preabyterj    Mr.     Bobort    M'Leai, 

6th  October — (be  aev.  Jobs  Blair,  mode-     atadent  of  the  fonrth  ;ear,  and  Mr.  i. 


__     jingemenw  as  to  sup-     Common,    sindeot    of    (he    third    jeir. 

ipend  proposed  by  the  Home     Appointed  u  snbjecU  to  Mr.  Common  foe 
1  Board  wilh  the  congregations  of    a  aermon,  Epbea.  i.  7  ;  and  for  a  Ihesis, 


Braehead  and  Donglas.  Approved  of  llie  Can  the  exiatence  of  God  be  legitimatclr 
arrangement  with  fionglai,  and  instrucltd  inferred  from  the  facts  of  the  materid 
the  clerk  to  correspond  with  the  congrega-  aniierse  ?  to  Ur.  Dewar,  for  a  lecture,  1 
tion  of  Brae  head  aa  to  the  propriet/ of  Cor.  ill.  9-15,  and  for  a  sermon,  laa.  iliii. 
increaaing  their  miaisier's  atipend.  Read  35;  and  to  Mr.  M'Lean,  for  a  lecinre,Til. 
cerllHcates  of  the  attendance  bj  the  iii.  -3-T,  and  for  a  eermoa,  laa.  i.  18. 
BtndenCa.at  the  Dirinitj  Hall.  Appointed  Elected  DQanimonaly  as  clerk  the  Rer.  D. 
Mr.  John  T.  Bnnon,  as  trials  for  licence,  M.  Connor,  M.A.,  LL.B.,  Bigger,  in  tlie 
for  B  leclare,  Tit.  ii.  11-14 ;  for  a  bomil;,  room  of  the  Rev.  Robert  D.  Scott,  who  till 
ProT.xxiii.33,QrvCclanBe;  for  an  exercise  resigned  on  account  of  increasing  duf- 
and  addition,  Fbil.  ii.  6-8;  far  a  popular  nesa.  Took  up  the  remit  of  Sjnod  incut 
aermon.  Acta  xiii.  96,  last  clauae;  and  far  the  Theological  Hall.  Agreed  nnani- 
an  exegesis,  the  thesis,  Does  the  answer  to  monalT  to  the  lengthening  of  the  aewion; 
prejer  for  material  blessings  necessitate  that  there  be  threesessionB  of  attendance; 
the  Tiolation  of  natural  taws?— Mr.  John-  that  the  Profesaon  be  separated  from  their 
Stan  to  examine  him  in  theolog]',  personal  charges  ;  that  there  be  one  Hall ;  and  bj 
religion,  and  molires  for  seeking  to  enter  a  majaritT,  that  the  Hall  meet  at  Ediii-  ' 
theministrj.  Bead  reports  of  the  misaiona  burgh.  Agreed  unanimonslj  as  to  the 
at  Caistaira  Junction,  Forth,  and  Cobin-  salaries  of  the  Profeasors,  Uie  mode  of 
ahaw,  which  were  adopted  and  trana-  raiaing  the  funds,  and  the  increase  oF 
mitted  to  the  Home  Mission  Board.  The  scholarsbipa ;  that  there  be  no  tpedil 
moderator  intimated  that  Mr,  Archibald  cbair  of  Pastoral  Theology,  etc.,  bat  ihsl 
Smith,  misaionar/  at  Caratairs  Junction,  cbe  dullea  of  the  proposed  chair  be  dis. 
had  remoTed  to  Lochee,  and  that  his  charged  by  the  other  Profeasort,  or  bj 
place  had  been  supplied  by  the  appoint-  special  lee tniers.  Delayed  consideration  of 
ment  of  Mr.  Common,  .student  of  the  the  remainder  of  the  remit  till  next  meet- 
third  year.  Read  extract  minute  of  the  iug.  Reaolved  then  to  lake  up  the  remit 
Home  Board  of  Missions,  appro«ing  of  the  on  Evangelization  and  the  Hymn-Bool:; 
purchase  of  the  property  at  Forth  as  the  the  students  to  be  examined  and  heard  at  s 
site  for  the  mission  premises,  agreeing  to  special  meeting.  Next  meeting  to  be  held 
remit  £60  from  the  Pernianent  Loan  Fund  on  the  Tuesday  after  the  first  Sabbatb  of 
in  aid  of  compleiina  the  payment  of  said  December.  Closed  with  the  benediction, 
property,  and  calling  the  attention  of  ZanciuAire, — This  presbytery  met  oi 
presbytery  to  the  mission  agency,  Ap-  the  9th  November  in  Liverpool — Rev.  d. 
pointed  Mesera.  M'Lean  and  Kiles,  Simpson,  moderator.  On  the  motion  oi 
ministers,  and  Mr.  James  Shirlaw,  elder,  Mr.  Sumner,  elder,  a  minute  of  sympslb; 


:o  superintend  the  m 
Mr.  M'Lean,   convener.      Appointed   as 
eiCBininers  for  the  current  year — in  Latin, 

Mr.  R.D.  Scott;  in  Greek,  Mr.  Fraser:  in  uu  mc  B^i;ini  icaiuics  m  luc  fiiujMn 
Hebrew,  Mr.  M'Lean  ^  in  theology,  Mr.  new  Hymn -Book.  Several  members  ei 
Banks;  in  biblical  literature,  Mr.  Miles  ;  pressed  their  opinion  upon  the  new  Hjnu' 
and  in  Church  bistoty,  Mr.  J.  Henderson  Book,  and  regretted  that  some  of  the  best- 
Scott.  Reappointed  the  committees  oa  known  hymns  had  been  excluded  from 
Missions,  Stipend  Augmentation,  and  the  collection,  and  also  that  the  best  of 
Evangelization.  Next  meetlog  to  be  held  the  Paraphrases  had  not  a  place  in  tbe 
on  the  Tueeday  after  the  first  Sabbath  of  book.  The  Rev.  A.  B.  Grosan,  Black- 
November,  at  which  it  was  agreed  to  take  bum,  moved  that  a  representation  be 
up  the  questions  of  Theological  Education  made  to  the  committee  that  it  was  deair- 
and  Evangelization.  Closed  with  the  able  that  the  Paraphrase*  should  be 
benediction.— This  presbytery  met  again  adopted.  The  Rev.  H.  T.  Howai,  Liver- 
on  3d  November — the  Ker.'  John  Blair,  pool,  in  seconding  the  resolution,  said  bia 
moderator.  Read  letter  from  Home  personal  opinion  was,  that  the^  conld  not 
MiasionBoard,exnreaaing  satisfaction  with  do  better  than  adopt  the  English  Presbj- 
the  miasion   at  Cobinsbaw.    Transferred  terian  Chnrcb  collection  in  its  entirely. 
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as  he  conBidered  it  wu  one  of  the  bed  in  tioa  it  would  be  best  to  tiv'ue  migiatloa 

Die  at  present.    The  Rot.  J.  Mnir,  cierk,  oatvaTds   be/ond   ibe  citj  baands,   and 

Egrenont,  moved  that  •  committee  shonld  felt  that  two  tbingi  should  be  chiefl;  kept 

be  appointed  to  consider  the  Ujmn-Book.  in  view,  viz.  in  what  qnarler  (he  largeit 

Mr.  Sumner  seconded  tbe  motion,  which  nnmber  of  the  exialing  congreg&lion  conld 

WHS  agreed  to,    The  Her.  W.  Morrison,  be  kept  together,  and  in  what  quarter  a 

Fendlelon,  read  the  report  for  IS73  of  ihe  district  could  be  obtained  for  tbe  evan- 

Committee  on  Statistics  of  the  Lancashire  gelization   of  which   anfficient    provision 

Preibjierj,  from  which  it  appeared  that  has  not  ;et  been  m&de  bj  Fresbjterian 

there  are  now   27   congregations  in  the  'Churches.    Tbe  committee  were  of  opinioD 

presbyter;;  elders,  US;  members, 4944 —  that  botb  these  conditioos  would  be  best 

an  increase  of  86  (Ij  per  cent.).    The  in-  met   by  movement   in    a    north- east erty 

come    for    congregational    purposes   was  direction.    They  further  were  of  opinion, 

£18,616,  ISs.  3id.,  an  increase  of  ^2972,  that    removal    being    unavoidable,    tbe 

13s.  4}d.     The  income  for  missionary  and  Sooner    it    cao    be   CDnveuienlly  «ccom- 

benevolent  purposes  was  £4341,  I5s.  6d.,  plished  the  better.' — Tbe  presbytery  met 

.  a  decrease  of  X1T5,  9s.  Id.    The  total  in-  again  on  the  8tb  September — Bev.  G.  B. 

come  was  £23,958,  10s.  9^.,  an  increase  Carr,    moderator.      In    accordance    with 

of  2797,  4s.  S^d.    The  giving  per  member  notice  given,  Mr.  Balgamie  moved  that 

was£4,  t2s.  lO^d.    The  amount  paid  in  this    presbytery    overture    tbe    English 

stipends  from  congregational  funds  was  Synod,  appointed  to  meet  in  Manchester 

£7791,  17s.  2d.,  which  was  an  average  to  in  October,  in  the  following  terms:— 'That 

each  miaisterof  abaD[£30a.     The  general  whereas  church  extension  in  England  baa 

and  miscellaneons  expenditure  wa^  £4097,  for  a  considerable  time,  and  from  variona 

14s.  8d.    The  amount  of  debt  diecharged  causes,    been  in    a  great  measare    SQS- 

was  about  £2768,  and  the  debt  still  owmg  pended;  and  whereas  the  Church  may  now 

.  amonnted  to  £16,875,   Gs.    3^d.      Tliere  be  considered  to  be  in  a  position  to  resume 

were    36    Snoday  schools,    68!^    Snnday-  its  operations;  and  whereas  there  is  a  lond 

school  teachers,  and  5831  scholars,  being  call    and    large   opportunity   for   further 

an   increase  of  107.    There  were  also  9  effort  in  this   direction   at    the    present 

day  schools  in  connection  wiib  the  con-  time,  tbe  English  Synod  is  humbly  over- 

.^regaLions.  The  report  was  unanimously  tored  by  this  presbytery  to  take  into 
adopted.  The  presbytery  sustained  a  call  conslderalion  the  desirability  and  beat 
to  tbe  Rev.  J.  Sclater,  missionary,  Caf-  mode  of  prosecnling  this  work.'  The 
fraria,  to  become  the  pastoroftheCoupland  presbytery  adopted  the  overture. — Tbe 
Street  Church,  Manchester.  Tbe  Rev.A.  presbytery  met  again  on  the  8th  October 
B.  Grosart,  Blackburn,  reported  that  the  — -Rev.  O.  B.  Carr,  moderator.  A  com- 
w hole  of  the  £2000  debt  on  his  church  monicatioQ  was  read  from  the  Home  Corn- 
was  no«  entirely  cleared  off.  mittee  of  the  Mission  Board,  expressing 
Londtm. — This  presbytery  met  on  the  regret  that  Albion  Church  most  be  closed, 
lltb  AugBst — Rev.  Alex,  Hamihon,  D.D.,  but  accepting  the  nnavoidable,  and  ex- 
moderator  pro  tern.  The  following  report  pressing  general  approval  of  tbe  proposed 
of  a  committee,  appointed  to  consider  removal  beyond  the  city  bounds.  Trans- 
wbai  the  congregation  of  Albion  should  mitted  an  overture  from  the  sessioa  of 
do  in  present  circumstances,  was  received.  Hammersmith  Church  to  the  English 
and  transmitted  to  the  Home  Committee  Synod  in  favour  of  an  immediate  anion 
of  the  Mission  Board  for  their  considera-  with  the  English  Presbyterian  Church, 
tioni — 'Thacommitteeof GonsaUationand  A  communication  was  read  from  the 
advice  in  the  case  of  Albion  Church  met.  Home  Mission  Secretary,  stating  that, 
U>.  Campbell  stated  that  a  communica-  according  to  the  Synod's  scheme,  it  falls 
tion  had  been  received  from  the  City  to  the  Presbytery  of  London  to  nominate 
Comptroller,  to  tbe  effect  that  the  Bridge  a  minister  to  serve  'on  the  Mission  Board 
House  Estates'  committee  had  resolved,  for  the  four  years  ending  May  1879. 
on  tbe  expiry  of  the  lease  of  Albion  Draft  copies  of  tbe  Dew  ^mn-Book  for 
Chapel  in  June  1876,  to  pull  down  the  the  use  of  the  presbytery,  and  of  sessions 
building,  and  let  tjie  site  for  building  within  the  bounds,  were  received. — The 
purposes.  The  committee  hereupon  pro-  presbyterr  met  again  on  the  9,th  November 
ceeded  to  consider  what  would  be  tho  — Bev.  O.  B.  Carr,  moderator.  Mr. 
best  course  to  advise  the  congregation  to  Matthew  Mure  Dickie,  H.A->  who  hai 
parsae,  and,  after  deliberation,  were  of  completed  his  course  of  study  at  tbe  Hall, 
opinion'tbat  it  would  be  nndesirable,  and  gave  all  his  trials  for  licence,  which  were 
indeed  impracticable,  to  attempt  planting  Hustained.  Mr.  Dickie  then  answered  the 
out  tbe  church  in  any  other  situation  in  questions  of  the  Formula,  after  which  he 
the  city.  The  committee  next  took  into  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel.  Mr. 
consitleratioii  tbe  qoestion  in  what  dilec-  William  Arnutrong,  student  of  the  first 
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jMTi  gaTe  a  homily  on  John  viiL  9G. 
which  wM  ni(Hiaea,  Meaan.  Tait  and 
Deacon  appeared  a*  commiMioaers  from 
the  can)!re|;at)on  of  Leicester,  who  Uid  on 
ihe  table  a  peiilion  rcqaeiting  a  inodeta- 
tion.  The  commiiBionera  stated,  that  in 
CDDieqoence  of  the  hearj  bnrdeni  reatlng 
on  the  congregation,  thej  were  not  ahle 
to  offer  a  aiipend  of  more  than  £150  per 
•annn  and  a  iDanie.  The  petition  wu 
left  on  the  table  nntil  ateps  were  taken  to 
iecnre  an  sdeqnate  inpplement.  A  peti- 
tion waa  read  from  the  congregitioa  of 
Stratford,  aiking  aid  from  the  cangrega- 
tioni  within  the  boandi  of  the  preabjlcry. 
A  committee  waa  appointed  to  eonaider 
what  can  be  done  for  the  congregation, 
and  to  report  to  next  meeting-  The 
clerk  reported  that  a  call  had  been  ad- 
dreaaed  to  the  Sev.  Robert  Balgamie  of 
Woolwich  b;  ChaJMl  Street  Congregation, 
Hamilton,  and  that  the  uinal  «tepB  had 
been  taken  in  the  caae.  Commiaaionera 
from  the  congpegation  of  Hamilton  and 
alao  from  Woolwich  were  preaent. 
ReMODi  of  trail  alation  and  snawera 
thereto  were  read,  and  the  commiarionera 
were   heard,  after  which   Mr.   Balgamie 


Mr.  Campbell  reported  that  Albion  Con- 
gregation haa  removed  from  London  Wall, 
and  DOW  HBeemblea  for  worship  in  Bt. 
Thomas'  Hal!,  Hackney. 

Melrote.—Tii'u  preabjterj  met  on  the 
6th  of  October — Hr.  Lawaoo,  moderator. 
The  West  End  Congregation,  Hawick, 
baring  entered  their  new  place  of  wonhip, 
presented  an  application,  to  the  effect  that 
the  name  of  their  church  he  changed  to 
Orroek  Place  Charch.  This  change  wai 
aanctioned,  and  notiee  of  it  directed  to  be 
sent  in  dne  time  to  the  Sjnod.  Mr.  John 
Brown,  atadent  of  divinity,  was  trane- 
ferred  to  the  Presbytery  of  Kdinbnrgh,  and 
Mr.  J.  V.  Johnstone,  student,  was  trans- 
ferred to  this  presbytery  from  ibat  of 
Baodee.  A  moderation  was  granted  to 
Newtown  Congregation,  Hr.  Sterenson  to 
preside  thereat,  on  the  19lh  current.  The 
stipend  offered  is  £170,  with  a  free  manse 
and  three  weeks'  holidays.  Messn.  Kerr 
and  Bomerrille  appeared  as  commis- 
sioners. The  Rot.  Thomas  Adam,  lately 
resident  at  Eirriemnir,  now  at  Bowden, 
was  transferred  from  the  Presbytery  of 
Dundee  to  this  presbyteiy. — Met  agiiin  on 
the  8d  of  November— Mr.  Lawson,  mode- 
rator. Mr.  Daiid  Boms,  stadenC  of 
divinity,  was  traosreired  to  this  presby- 
tery from  Arbroath.  Mr.  Steienson  re- 
Eorted  his  procednre  in  the  moderation  at 
lewtonn,  which  issued  in  a  nnanimoiu 
call  to  Mr.  George  James  Young,  preacher. 
The  call,  which  waa  subscribed  by  136 
members  out  of  a  commnnion-roll  number- 


B  them.    Took 


and  trials  for 
orHitiation  were  appointed  to  Hr.  Yoong 
in  the  erent  of  his  accepting  the  call. 
The  commissioners  present  were  Ueisn. 
Somerville  and  Thomas.  Agreed  to  R- 
commend  a  thanksgiving  service  for  the 
harvest,  at  the  lime  and  in  the  way  jad)!ed 
most  expedient  by  each  seasion.  Ut. 
Robson  introdnced  the  consideration  of 
the  new  Hymn-Book  by  a  prepared  speecb, 
for  which  be  Was  thanked  ;  after  which  i 
general  conversation  was  engaged  in,  ind 
the  flnal  decision  deferred  till  next  meev 
ing,  to  be  held  on  the  first  Tnesdij  of 
December. 

JtTeuKiutZe. — The  presbytery  met  (lib 
October — Re*.  T.  S.  French,  modenio: 
pro  tern.  Arrangements  were  made  for 
the  induction  of  Rev.  R.  F.  Doagiss,  otii} 
had  been  loosed  from  the  charge  of  itis 
congregation  of  Ardersier  oti  occeplin; 
Ihe  call  to  Otterbura.  Appointed  a  com- 
mittee for  the  examination  of  student)— 
Rev.  Q.  Donglaa,  convener.  After  hold- 
ing a  conference  on  Evangeliatic  Work,  ibt 
preabylery  agreed  to  express  its  nnabiltd 
interest  in  the  work  of  evangelication,  ami 
10  appoint  a  committee  to  make  arran|;e- 
menta  for  the  visits  of  evangellatic  it- 
pntallona  to  all  the  congregatioiu  ■' 
should  be  willing  to  recei  -  "  —  ■"- 
up  the  Synod's  remit  ane 
tation  Scheme.  After  c 
presbytery  agreed  to  record  ila  nnabtuil 
interest  in  the  Scheme,  and  its  resdiaeti 
cordially  to  welcome  and  co-operate  wilb 
any  deputations  which  may  be  sent  to  la; 
the  Scheme  before  the  congregalioni. 
Proceeded  to  consider  the  proposed  code 
of  rules  for  the  superintendence  of  joong 
persons  changing  their  places  of  reiidenn- 
Aner  discussion,  it  was  agreed  to  approve 
generally  of  the  scheme,  and  while  eipror 
ing  a  fear  that  the  arrangements  arc  loo 
complicated  to  be  snccessful,  and  alio  ' 
conviction  that  efficient  parental  c«re 
and  instruction  would  be  soffleient  u 
aecnre  many  of  the  enda  contemplated,  >l 
the  aame  time  commend  the  rules  of  lli< 
proposed  scheme  to  the  careful  considera- 
tion oF  sessions,  that  as  far  as  practicable 
they  may  carry  them  into  efifect.— 1^* 
presbvtery  met  at  Otterbum  on  Hi 
Octoh'er  for  the  induction  of  Rev,  B.  1*, 
Douglas.  Rev.  W.  A.  Mitchell  of  Oa<- 
bam  preached  from  Col.  i.  88,  Rev-  H- 
Angus,  having  narrated  the  previous  dcpi 
andnroposed  the  questions  of  the  Fonuulsi 
whic^  were  satisfactorily  answered,  Mr. 
Douglas  was  then  by  prayer  inducted  IdI" 
the  pastoral  charge  of  the  congregation  of 
Otterburn.  Mr.  Angus  then  gave  tbj 
charge  to  the  newly  inducted  minister,  ud 
Rev.  J.  H.  Wilson  addressed  the  coniirt- 
gation. — The  presbytery  met  on  3d  }">■ 
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Tcmber—Rer.  W.  Nef,  moderator.  Itwu  Paislej/  and  Crtenoct.— Thii  preiby' 
Hgreed  to  appoint  Mr.  William  Clelland,  or  terj  met  at  Faialej  on  SOih  October. 
Willington  Quaji  ai  Tepreieatative  of  th«  The  gtndente  were  ez&inined  oa  the  work 
praabytery  on  tbe  MiMion  Board.  Read  of  the  Hall.  The  Stipend  Committee  re- 
a  commnnieatioD  from  the  English  Fre>-  ported  that  all  tbe  itipends  were  regulatlj 
bjterian  Presbytery  of  Newcastle,  eiiclos-  paid.  Took  up  remit  on  Theological  Train- 
ing a  cop;  or  the  correipon dance  between  ing.  The  diicojaion,  which  wu  animated, 
the  coQTener  of  its  committee  and  [he  tmt-  was  adjourned  to  next  meetiag.  A  peti' 
teesofCliffSCreetChnrch,Whitb7,aadHll0  tion  from  Mr.  Thomaa  Hamilton,  WemjaB 
an  extract  of  the  judgment  on  ihe  matter  Bay,  anent  the  introduction  of  a  bar- 
broagbt  under  ila  notice,  namely,  'That  monium,  was  diamiiaed.  Adopted  recom- 
they  cannot  take  any  further  Btepi  in  the  meadatiensofCommitteeoD  Augmentation 
matter'  (of  the  legal  custody  of  the  title-  to  take  action  to  raise  stipendi  under  <S00 
deeds).  It  was  agreed  to  recommend  to  that  inm  or  above  it  ;  to  promote 
the  congregation  of  Whitby  to  consider  conaregatioaal  organiiations  in  the 
whether  it  ma;  not  he  expedient  to  prO'  wealthier  congregations,  and  recommend 
ceed  to  the  election  of  additional  trnstees.  increased  liberality,  and  that  weaker 
Proceeded  to  consider  the  remit  of  S;nod  congregations  make  an  annual  collection. 
anent  the  Theological  Hall.  Took  up  the  Also  empowered  the  committee  to  send 
Tarious  points  teriaUm,  and  agreed  to  deputations  where  ic  was  thought  neces- 
Tccord  approial  of  Nos.  1,  2,  3.  f ,  S,  6,  7,  (ary.  It  was  reported  that,  in  the  form  of 
10,  II,  and  IS.  In  regard  to  No.  S,  con-  sabscriptions,  £6900  had  been  given  for 
ceming  the  number  and  arrangement  of  tbe  current  year  by  119  subscriber!,  of 
the  classes,  it  was  agreed  to  gire  no  de-  which  sum  £1G50  was  from  IT  subscribers 
lirerance  ;  and  in  regard  to  No.  9,  namely,  in  this  presbytery. 

'that  a  higher  standard  of  qualification  in  Perth. — This  presbyter;  met  on  tbe 
Hebrew  shall  be  reqaired  of  entrants  to  the  STth  October.  Mr.  M'Neil  was  appointed 
Hall,' it  was  agreed  loezpressdisapproYsl,  moderator  for  the  next  twelTe  months, 
while  agreeing  thai  theultimatestandardof  The  Hall  certificates  of  Messrs.  Arrostrong 
attaioment  in  Hebrew  should  be  elevated.  Black,  James  Bavne,  William  Salmond, 
Ortney, — Tbis  presbytery  met  at  Kirk-  George  Smart,  and  Duncan  Sillars,  were 
wall  on  the  10th  November — Mr.Bogerson,  received.  The  name  of  Mr.  John  Ander- 
moderator  pro  tern.  There  was  laid  on  son,  student,  Auchterarder,  was  put  on 
the  table,  and  read,  a  call  from  the  con-  the  list  of  competitors  for  Honey  bursaries, 
frregation  of  Soutb  Honaldshaj  to  Mr.  A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  James  Q. 
Thomas  Sclater.  The  call  was  unani-  Crawford,  declining  the  call  from  Logie- 
motiBl;  sustained,  and  subjects  prescribed  almond,  and  the  call  was  set  aside.  On 
as  trials  for  ordination  should  Mr.  Sclater  a  petition  from  Logiealmond,  Mr.  John 
accept  the  call.  There  was  also  laid  on  Millar  was  appointed  to  moderate  in  a 
the  table,  and  read,  a  call  from  the  con-  call  there  on  tbe  19th  November.  Copies 
gregation  of  Wick  to  Mr.  James  G.  Craw-  of  the  draft  Hjmn-Book  were  received, 
ford.  The  call  was  anenimously  sustained.  Leave  of  rest  from  his  official  duties  for 
and  Bnbjecte  as  trials  for  ordination  pre-  three  months  was  given  to  Mr.  M'Netl,  on 
scribed.  A  petition  was  read  from  the  account  of  tbe  slate  of  his  health.  Mr. 
congregation  of  Sandsv,  praying  that,  as  Armstrong  Black  was,  after  examination, 
their  minister  desired  assistance,  the  taken  on  trials  for  licence,  and  delivered 
presbyter;  would  send  a  regular  supply  of  part  of  bis  trials,  which  were  sustained. 
preachers  to  Sanda;,  so  that  the;  might  The  remit  of  Synod  on  Theological  Train- 
hear  them,  with  the  view  of  calling  a  col-  ing  was  entered  on;  and  after  opinions 
league  and  successor  to  Mr.  Paul.  The  adverse,  wilb  scarcely  an  exception,  to 
Committee  on  Statistics  were  instructed  to  the  length  of  the  sesiion  of  tbe  Hall  in 
turn  their  attention  to  a  proposed  schedule,  the  proposed  scheme,  the  further  con- 
a  draft  of  which  was  presented  by  Mr.  sideration  of  the  subject  was  deferred  till 
M'Beatb,  with  the  view  of  bringing  more  next  meeting,  to  be  held  on  the  2ith  No- 
fully  before    the    congregations    in    tbe  vember. 

presbytery  tbe  average  givings  of  each  for  Stirling. — This  presbjlery  met  on  the 

tlie  various  schemes,  etc.,  of  the  Church.  GthOctober— Rev.  W.Galletly,  moderator. 

The     Synod    committee's    report    anent  Extract  minaiea  of  the  Home  Board  anent 

Theological  Training  of  Students  was  with  the  resignation  of  tbe  Rev.  A.  F.  Knox, 

some  SDggestions  generally  approved  of.  and  his  risht  to  the  Aged  Ministers'Fnnd, 

Mr.  Webster  gave  notice  of  a  nnmber  of  were  read  and  entered   on   the   record. 

amendments   he  intended  to  propose  on  Copies  of  the  new  H;mn-Book  were  laid 

the  new  Hymn-Bock   at  next  meeting;  on  the  table   and   supplied  to  members, 

and  the  presbytery  adjourned,  to  meet  at  Mr.   William   Thomson,    nnder   call   to 

Kirknall  on  Tuesday,  the  24tb.  Alloa,  delivered  all  his  trials  for  ordina- 
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tioa  to  tbe  latiifaetioii  «f  tbe  pretbjierr,  ou.ls. 

^a  ordination  wu  fixed   for  lbs  STch  Fallnrlc  (ffi-atitu  CAurcA).— Hr.  Jucci 

October — Rev.  W,  B.  R.  WiIboil  to  preach,  Aitchiion,  preacher,  called. 

and  tbe  Ber.  John  Steedm&n  to  preiide  Edinburgh    (fiamcmgate).  —  The  Rcr. 

and    giTS   tbs    chaises.      Mr.   John    L.  BobertQraj,  Cnlljbacke;,  Ireland,  ctUeii, 

Hanter,   itndenc,  gare  bia  exercise  with  October  SI. 

addition*  on  1  John  t.  S,  which  wna  sub-  EaghAam.  —  Mr.    James    Aitchinn, 

tained.     Meura.  Hnnter  and  Arnold  were  preacher,  celled,  October  B9. 

examined  on  their  tlndies  at  tbe  Theolo-  Irvine  (Trinity  C^urcA).— Mr.  'WilKui 

gical  HaU.    Hr,  Arnold  sahmitted  a  re-  Muirbead,  A.M^  called   to  be  colleigug 

qoeit  that  tbe  preah^terr   either    allow  and  au<M:csaor  to  Rev.  Dr.  Robertaoa. 

■tndenti  thirty  minates  to  deliTer  their  dia-  Blan^re.  — The  Ber.  Jobn  Smith,  MA., 

eonnei,  or  appoint  a  eommiltee  to  examine  Biinthead,  called. 

the  diiconnea  in  KB. — The  preabjtery  met  Wiet. — Mr.  J.  O.  Crawford,  preatliet, 

at  AJloa   on   STlh   October— Rer.   John  called,  October  S6. 

8t«edman,  moderator.    TheRer.  W.  B.  R.  • 


WilaoD  prekched  from  Oal.  vi.  14,  and  Mr. 

Steednsn   ordained   Mr.    Tbomion,   and  Kijtrott  lEtul).^tir.  Robert  Smith  it- 

addreaaed  anitable  connaela  to  him  and  hii  dained,  October  14. 

congregation.    Agreed  to  take  ap  remita  AUaii  (^Wett). — Mr.  Willisni  TbomBon, 

on    Hall  *  Beform,    ETangeliialion,    and  preacher,  ordained,  October  S7. 

Draft  Hvmn-Book  at  next  meeting,  on  Alloa  (^Tovmi^ait). — Mr.   A.  Hacleu 

lat  December.  ordained,  October  S9. 


THE  COHGREQATIONAL  UNION  MEETINGS  AT  HUDDERSFIELD. 

Tb£  Coagregational  Union  meetinga  were  held  at  Huddenfield  wbilet  our  own 
gjnod  of  tbo  Englieh  Church  wtie  in  seesion  at  Uancbester.  Cordial  and  fraler- 
Dal  greetings  pa^ed  between  them,  tbe  ioitiatiTe  haring  been  taken  bf  our  onn 
Cbnrcb.  There  are  man^  reaaona  why  there  should  be  a  close  and  cordial  relation 
between  na  and  our  Nonconformial:  brethren.  It  is  tme  that  the  different  fonus  of 
Church  government  effectually  prcTent  an  incorporating  union  being  even  eo  mucii 
aa  dreamt  of ;  bat  in  oar  love  ca  liberty,  in  our  adherence  to  die  Voluntary  priu- 
ciple,  and  tbe  eesentialH  of  the  faith,  we  are  at  one.  And  no  one  can  read  the  reportt 
that  are  presented  and  the  apeechee  that  are  delivered  at  their  bait-yearly  galha^ 
ings  without  being  atnick  with  the  amount  of  activity  and  the  high  degree  of 
intellectual  power  which  they  display. 

It  has  been  thought  that  of  lat«  yearg  there  haa  been  a  tendency  t«  assnme 
■omething  like  a  mild  PreabyterianiBm  on  the  part  of  some  of  their  leaders.  On 
this  Bubject  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Rogers,  President  of  the  Union,  whose  opening  epte^ 
on  '  The  Age  and  our  WorV  in  it,'  ie  one  o(  great  power  and  comprehensivenea, 
obeervw  tlutt  it  ia  extremely  unlikely,  and  that  it  would  he  very  undesirable  iur 
them  to  move  away  from  tiieir  present  position  in  this  respect.  It  is,  however, 
evident  from  the  diversity  of  views  on  the  subject,  that  whilst  some  desire  to 
retain  the  old  forms  in  their  entirety,  others,  again,  feel  that  certain  advantages 
might  be  gained  by  a  more  compact  form  of  government. 

Sometimea  it  la  said  that  tbe  present  race  ol  Independents,  as  a  whole,  are  not 
retaining  the  old  doctrines,  for  the  full  and  fervent  proclamation  of  which  Iheir 
fathers  were  eo  distinguished,  and  in  which  they  were  so  greatly  blessed. 

Now,  doubtless,  there  are  diversities  of  opinion  and  conviction  amongst  tbem. 
Mr.  D^e,  Dr.  Kennedy,  Dr.  Raleigh,  and  Baldwin  Brown,  e.g.,  do  not  see  eye  to 
eye  on  some  matters  of  very  great  moment ;  but  on  this  deeply  important  subject 
we  shall  let  tbe  President  speak.  Thus  Mr.  Rogers  says :  '  Last  May  you  gave 
your  Und  and  patient  attention  tA  an  exposition  ot  the  ^iritual  force  of  Noncon- 
formit;.  I  prooeed  now  to  explain  the  field  in  which  it  is  to  be  employed,  and  to 
indicate  some  points  to  which  we  must  give  heed  if  we  would  rightly  develope  it 
The  force  of  which  I  have  to  speak  is  that  which  is  the  product  of  an  evangelical 
creed  (I  use  the  term  for  lack  of  a  better)  and  ecclesiastical  freedom.  We  hold 
fast  t^  well-known  principles  continually  aasailod  under  the  general  name  of  Cal- 
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vinism,  but  which,  so  far  from  being  peoQliarly  CalTinirtic,  are  held  by  numbere 
who  are  detenmn^l  opponents  of  the  distinctive  doctrines  of  Calvin,  and  are  oom- 
mon  to  all  who  tire  classed  as  evuigelical.  Faith  in  supernatural  religioD,— Buper- 
natnral  not  only  in  that  ite  trutha  have  been  received  by  divine  revelation,  but 
that  its  actdon  on  the  spirit  of  man  is  supernatural  alike  in  ite  procesaes  and  reeults, — 
fwth  in  a  divine  life  in  the  aoul,^a  life  which  is  "  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of 
the  flesh,  nor  of  the  wiU  of  man,  but  of  God,"  a  Ufe  of  faith  in  the  Son  of  God, 
.who  loved  us  and  gave  Himself  for  us, — is  the  characteristic  feature  of  our 
theology.  It  is  combined  With  an  utter  disbelief  in  a  great  organization  called 
the  Church,  endowed  with  certain  supernatural  gifts,  and  therefore  speaking  with 
infa]Iible  authority,  and  wielding  a  power  over  the  souls  of  men  which  none  can 
dilute  or  resist  without  fighting  against  God.' 

The  attention  of  the  Union  was  tamed  strongly  to  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Church.  It  was  rightly  asserted,  that  not  only  for  the  comfort  of  their  ministers, 
but  for  the  sake  of  Uieir  principles,  they  Bhould  exemplify  a  larger  and  more  general 
liberality  than  has  yet  been  reached.  Pew-rents  formed  a  fertile  theme  of  discus- 
sion, some  maintaining  that  they  were  alike  nnaeemly  and  injurious,  others 
averring  that  they  were  both  expedient  and  proper.  The  minimom  stipend  aimed 
at  in  the  movement  set  on  foot  is  £160, — a  very  modest  income,  surely,  and  some- 
what behind  the  minTmiim  which  our  own  Church  ia  now  endeavouring  to  reach. 
The  discussion  turned  not  on  the  amount  to  be  aimed  at,  but  on  the  method  of 
raising  it, — a  kind  of  sustentation  fund  being  proposed,  which,  in  the  estimation 
of  ceriiaia  stanach  libertarians,  seemed  an  encroachment,  or  the  threatening  of  a 
poesibility  of  encroachment,  on  the  rights  and  privileges  of  individual  churches.  A 
BOheme  of  this  kind,  of  course,  will  seem  more  foreign  to  the  genius  of  Congrega- 
tionalism than  that  of  PresbytierianiBm,  and  will  be  more  difficult  to  work.  But 
licence  and  liberty  are  two  different  things ;  and  it  is  not  well  that  congregations 
should  be  left  to  do  what  is  right  in  tiieir  own  eyes,  if  that  imply  licence  to 
starve  their  ministers. 

With  them  as  with  us,  mral  congregations  are  at  present  a  difficulty.  Country 
congregations  are  passing  through  a  trying  ordeal.  The  determination  of  the 
population  to  large  centres  is  increasing,  and  while  towns  grow  apace,  the  country 
becomes  thinly  inhabited.  The  frequent  formation,  too,  of  one  large  farm  out  of 
many  small  ones,  and  the  introduction  of  mechanical  appliances  to  agricultural 
purposes,  lessen  the  demand  for  labourers.  And  so  many  a  faithful  preacher  sees  hiB 
pews  emptying  and  his  flock  decreasing  by  reason  of  circumstances  over  which  he 
has  not  the  slightest  control.  It  is  a  transition  period  in  our  country's  history,  and 
tbe  Bufierers  in  this  case  are  the  country  ministers.  Un  this  subject  Mr.  Henry  Lee, 
one  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  influential  of  their  laymen,  thus  speaks ;  '  The  pro- 
posal which  has  been  made,  and  which  now  and  then  I  have  he^d  strongly  com- 
mented upon,  is,  that  we  should  have  gathered  together  in  one  focus  all  the  funds 
that  are  raised  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  county  associations,  in  order  that, 
after  the  various  counties  had  been  sat^ed  as  to  the  proportion  which  they  require, 
what  is  left  may  be  handed  over  to  those  other  counties  in  England  which  are  not 
able  to  provide  entirely  for  themselves.  Why  is  (his  necessary  ?  It  is  necessary, 
first,  because  of  the  change  that  are  rapidly  progressing  with  regard  to  many  of  our 
rural  districts.  We  in  the  manufacturing  towns  are  gradu^ly  drawing  away 
persons  from  the  rural  districts ;  the  introduction  of  steam  machinery  into  these 
rural  counties  is  leading  to  fewer  persons  being  necessary  for  cultivating  the  land ; 
and  by  and  by  yon  will  find  that  a  great  many  of  these  eounties  are  shorn  of  their 
population,  and  that  they  will  require  a  great  deal  of  support  in  order  to  keep 
alive  there  the  great  principles  which  we  believe  to  be  vital  to  the  full  development 
of  spiritual  life  in  this  land.' 

Two  of  the  resolutions,  proposed  by  Mr.  Hannay  and  supported  by  Mr.  Lee,  were 
as  follows : — '  That  the  stipends  of  Congregational  ministers  are,  as  a  rule,  insuffi- 
cient ;  that  in  individnal  cases  the  ineufficieocy  is  sometimes  such  as  seriously  to 
limit  the  usefulness  of  the  minister ;  and  that,  in  its  general  effect,  it  hinders  the 
growth  of  Congregationalism  as  a  form  of  Free  Church  life.'  '  That  in  villages 
and  rural  distncte,  where  £100  per  annum  is  by  no  means  the  lowest  stipend  com- 
monly received,  the  stipend  of  no  rec<^nu^ed  Congregational  minister  should,  witli 
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the  prewnt  coat  of  living,  be  leu  fhan  £160  per  anntim,  and  th&t  in  tomu  ad 
cities  there  ohoold  be  a  proportioDate  incresBe.' 

It  maj  be  thought  that,  after  all,  it  ia  still  with  them  the  da;-  of  Hmall  things  in 
this  connection ;  but  it  is  so  with  otben  also.  The  subject  is  one  of  grave  import- 
ance ;  for  if,  amidst  abounding  material  wealth,  the  spiritnal  element  ia  nnder- 
Talned,  then  speedily  will  come  to  an  end  even  our  material  prospeiity. 

'We  have  read  the  entire  report  of  the  meetings  with  mtereat,  and  in  some 
mstances  with  admiration.  One  note,  however,  jarnd  on  Our  ear ;  that  was  the 
frequent  reference  to  the  contempt  in  which  Konoonformist  ministers  are  held  W 
the  Church  and  its  dergj,  and  the  feeling  of  sorenesa  that  seemed  to  be  indicated. 
Dr.  Parker  told  of  a  T»y  High  Churchman  who  was  acquainted  with  Thomai 
Binney,  whom,  he  Raid,  he  admired  as  a  man  of  great  physical  and  intellectual 
endowments,  but  whom  he  could  not  recognise  as  a  minister  of  the  goepel.  On 
which  observee  Dr.  Parker :  '  Physicallj  and  intellectually,  few  bora  among  men 
were  greater  than  Thomas  Binney ;  but  clerically,  the  poorest  cnrate  that  ever  read 
K  sermon  which  he  never  wrote  is  greater  than  he.'  nell,  let  them  so  feel  and  bo 
vpeak,  tlieae  high  and  migbty  Church  people ;  they  can  affect  no  grander  sirs  than 
did  the  ruling  religionista  in  the  days  of  our  Lord,  but  their  scorn  only  moved  HU 
pity. 

THE  UBERATION  SOCIETY. 
A  CoHFERENCE  of  thls  Society  was  held  in  Manchester  on  the  4th  of  Novemb^. 
About  500  membera  were  present,  and  a  large  and  enthusiastic  public  meeting  was 
held  in  the  evening,  at  which  resolntionE  in  favour  of  Disestablishment  and  Disen- 
dowment  were  cordially  passed.  At  the  Conference  Mr.  Miall  read  a  papercharac- 
terized  bj  all  his  wonted  zeal  and  power ;  the  evils  arising  out  of  an  Established 
Church  were  set  forth  very  strongly,  and  epithets  used  which  some  may  think 
nnwarrantably  severe.  Mr.  John  Morley,  in  proposing  a  resolution  in  the  line  of 
Mr.  Miall's  paper,  said  that  he  had  a  letter  in  bis  pocket  from  a  Scotchman,  in 
■which  the  Established  Church  of  that  country  was  spoken  of  as  '  the  last  refuge  o( 
common  seuse  and  liberal  thought.'  This  will  be  news  to  many  of  us,  so  far  as  the 
first  claim  is  concerned.  As  to  the  second,  whether  it  be  a  merit  or  not  must 
depend  on  what  ia  meant  by  '  liberal  thought.'  Mr.  Morley  affirmed  that  the  men 
of  '  Uberal  thought'  in  the  Church  of  Eugland  were  reduced  to  shifta,  in  order  to 
save  their  conscience  and  retain  their  place,  which  would  disgrace  Jesuitism  itself. 

It  was  reported  that  much  progress  had  been  made  towards  raising  the  con- 
templated fund  of  £100,000,  Yorkshire  alone  giving  £25,000, 

AltK^ther  the  meetings  were  animated  and  encouraging. 

In  this  connection  we  may  state  that  TJie  Libtrator  has  the  folbwing : — '  last 
month  Mr.  Carvell  Williams,  the  secretary  of  the  Liberation  Socie^,  went  to 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Stirling,  Dundee,  Perth,  and  Paisley,  at  eome  of  which 
towns  he  met  the  local  committees,  and  at  others  addressed  meetings  convened 
by  drcular.  He  also  had  interviews  with  the  most  influential  members  of  the 
Eiee  Church  and  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  to  ascertain  the  probable 
action  of  those  bodies  when  the  Commission  of  the  Established  Church  has  framed 
the  regulations  required  for  the  working  of  the  Patronage  Act.  The  most  satis- 
faatory  assurances  were  received  in  regard  to  the  growing  conviction  of  Free 
Chiurchmen  that  the  passing  of  the  Patronage  Act  has  made  disestablishment  a 
necessity  j  but  it  is  admitted  that  a  good  deal  has  yet  to  be  done  to  difinse  itjixc- 
mation  on  the  subject,  and  to  convince  a  new  generation,  to  whom  "  the  Yoiun- 
tary  Controven?  "  ia  a  matter  of  history  only,  that  fidelity  to  truth  and  a  regard 
for  religion  require  that  State -intervention  in  the  affairs  of  Christian  Churaiei 
should  cease.  By  the  end  of  November  or  the  beginning  of  December,  it  is 
expected  that  the  way  will  be  clear  for  the  commencement  of  a  vigorous  and 
steady  agitation,  tiie  object  of  which  will  be  the  return  of  Scottish  H.P.'s  in 
favour  of  the  disestablishment  of  the  Chnrcb  of  Scotland.  It  is  proposed  that 
meetings  shall  first  be  held  in  meat  of  the  towns  already  named,  and  that 
then  tbe  country  shall  be  taken  in  detail  throughout  the  winter.  Much  satisfac- 
tion was  expressed  at  the  appointment  of  a  resident  agent  of  the  Socie^  tot 
Scotland,  the  Bev.  Edwin  Heath.' 
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The  work  of  the  Society  is  not  nnneeded  in  Seotland.  Chnrch  Bttendance  and 
membei^ip  is  more  than  maoy  beliere  a  matter  of  cuntom,  tradition,  or  conveni- 
ence. And  in  thia  way,  there  being  in  many  instanceB  no  dear  perception  of  dis- 
tinctive  principle,  there  ie  no  cordial  and  conscientious  support  of  it.  The 
questions  of  the  relation  of  the  Church  to  the  8tate,  of  the  right  and  scriptural 
method  of  supporting  and  diffusing  the  gospel,  and,  indeed,  the  whole  suhject  of 
Christian  duty  and  liberty  in  thia  connection,  need  to  be  widely  ventilated  ;  and 
\re  trust  the  work  of  the  Society  will  meet  with  hearty  recognition  and  be  greatly 
Bucceaafnl  amongst  us. 

1874. 
The  year  which  la  now  drawing  to  a  close  has  been  marked  by  events  Id  the 
religious  and  ecclesiastical  world  that  are  worthy  of  note,  some  of  them  calling  for 
special  tbanksgiviog. 

The  great  spiritual  awakening  which  we  have  experienced  is  a  matter  for  devout 
gratitude.  It  is  true  that  on  a  subject  like  thia  there  will  always  be  diversity  of 
opinion.  Of  course  nothing  but  opposition  can  be  expected  from  the  '  world  lying 
in  wickedneee ;'  and  when  bad  names  are  given  and  evil  motives  assigned,  we  may 
be  sorry,  but  not  surprised.  But  dirersity  of  views  prevails  even  amongst  Christiana 
tbemadves.  Minds  are  very  differently  constituted,  and  so  there  are  those  who 
always  will  think  differently  as  to  the  modes  of  presenting  doctrine,  as  to  the 
aspects  of  doctrine  to  be  dwelt  on,  and  the  utilitiy  of  excitement  as  a  meaoe  of 
advancing  Christ's  cause.  Whilst  this  is  so,  there  has  been  much  more  than  nsaal 
oneness  of  mind  in  reference  to  the  great  movement  which  has  been  the  chief 
feature  of  the  ])resent  year.  It  is  very  generally  allowed  not  only  that  many 
hundreds  and  even  thousands  have  been  brought  to  Christ,  that  multitudes  that 
were  merely  nomlDal  Christians  have  become  Christians  in  deed  and  in  truth,  and 
that  many  who  were  at  ease  in  Zion  have  been  led  to  bestir  themselves  as  they 
never  were  before ;  it  is  admitted  also  that  the  movement  as  a  whole  baa  been  con- 
dnoted  with  a  propriety  and  solemnity  that  are  worthy  of  grateful  recognition. 

Whilst  Jhe  interest  awakened  in  divine  things  by  the  visits  of  the  American 
evangelists  to  our  large  towns  was  great  during  their  presence,  it  did  not  cease 
with  their  departure  ;  and  in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Dundee,  and  elsewhere,  meet- 
ings for  prayer,  and  efforts  put  forth  for  the  gathering  iu  of  the  outcast,  continue  to 
be  held  and  prosecuted  witn  much  vigour. 

One  thing  in  connection  with  these  brethren  is  surely  very  remarkable,  and  that 
is  their  power  of  working.  Day  by  day  continually,  and  several  times  a  day,  they 
address  vast  audiences.  In  Dublin  the  largest  building  was  often  filled,  and 
15,000  persons  listened  to  tbe  evangel  declared  with  utmost  earnestness.  And  yet 
they  show  no  sign  of  their  strength  any  more  than  of  their  zeal  abating. 

The  movement  in  general,  and  the  special  aspect  of  it  at  Dublin,  show  us 
wherein  the  great  strength  of  Christians  lies.  There  are  two  great  forces  at  work 
around  us, — that  of  infidelity  on  the  one  hand,  and  superstition  on  the  other.  Any 
one  who  iu  ordinary  times  has  attempted  to  argue  with  the  victims  of  either  of 
these  errors  has  felt  how  difficult  of  conviction  was  tbe  one,  how  impossible  of 
access  was  the  other.  But  we  see  that  when  the  God  of  truth  goes  forth  in  might, 
all  obstacles  are  overturned,  the  haughtieat  mind  is  humbled,  and  tbe  stoutest 
heart  aubdued. 

One  feature,  however,  of  this  movement  doubtless  is,  as  has  often  been  noticed, 
that  it  has  gained  its  chief  trophies  among  our  church  membei^.  Well,  whilst  we 
wish  that  the  sunken  masses  bad  been  reached,  we  shouhl  be  gratefnl  for  what  we 
have  gained  ;  and  one  gain  made  evident  alreiady  is  a  people  made  willing  in  the 
day  of  God's  power  to  work  for  the  salvation  of  the  erring  and  outcast  at  oui  own 
door.     Having  put  her  own  house  in  order,  the  Church's  neit  great  duty  is  to 

We  turn  from  this  for  a  moment  to  the  ecclesiastical  movements  of  the  year. 
Some  think  that  during  a  time  of  religious  awakening  alt  diECUSsions  respecting 
mere  ecclesiastical  polity  should  be  laid  aside,  as  being  not  ouly  of  inferior  import- 
ance, but  a  disturbing  and  distracting  hindrance.  There  may  be  some  truth  in 
this ;  but  still,  aa  the  better  our  religion  is,  the  more  shall  it  lead  us  to  the  liglib 
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perfonnftoce  of  the  BmaUeet  ererjdaf  iatj,  bo  the  more  aba  shobld  it  lead  iu  to 
■ee  that  our  eccleeiwtical  polity  is  in  harmony  with  its  apirit. 

What  speciallj  calla  for  nntioe  in  this  conoectLon  ie  the  aboUtioD  of  Patronage  in 
the  ChuTcL  of  Scotland.  How  many  wars  and  rumouiB  of  wars  have  been  abont 
this  rexod  and  vexing  question  I  Bat  the  end  is  not  jeL  It  has  been  said  that  the 
promoters  of  this  object  are  like];  to  find  that  they  have  got  a  white  elephant. 
And  truly,  when  one  couaiden  the  elements  of  exploaion  which  it  contains,  and  the 
war  which  it  has  raised,  as  it  was  never  raised  before,  agamst  the  whole  eziHting 
Eatablishment,  we  see  that  it  is  even  so.  Gifts  are  not  always  benefits,  and  in- 
stdtutions  as  well  as  individuals  need  to  seek  to  be  saved  from  their  friends. 

The  Church  of  England  presents  in  an  increasingly  aggravated  form  the  anomalies 
for  which  daring  so  many  years  it  has  been  so  diagracefulty  conspicuous.  It  is 
evident,  however,  that  the  Ritualists  sie  the  rulers  of  the  hour.  The  Broad  Chnrch 
party  never  muster  in  a  united  and  impressive  form ;  the  Evangelicals  are  losing 
wei^t  and  character  by  unworthy  corapromisea  or  equally  unworthy  silence ;  bat 
the  Bitualiats  speak  and  act  in  the  most  arrogant,  but,  it  must  also  be  allowed,  in 
the  moat  earnest  manner,  and  all  attempts  iu  eocIeBiostica]  and  civil  courts  to 
lower  their  pretenuons  or  curtail  their  practices  seem  only  the  more  clearly  to 
bring  oat  the  strength  of  their  resolution  and  the  extent  of  their  liberty.  At  all 
eveata,  what  has  been  guned  by  such  regulations  as  have  been  attempted  is  exceed- 
ingly insignifioant,  and  further  procedure  is  likely  to  provoke  consequences  tor 
which  no  par^  within  the  borders  of  the  Anglican  Establishment  seems  prepared. 

PROFESSOR  TTNDALL  AT  MANCHESTER. 

PROyESSOR  Ttksall's  speech  at  Belfast  has  aroused  a  great  amount  of  critddsm,  of 
very  different  degrees  of  merit,  and  much  differing  in  its  spirit  This  criticism  has 
called  forth  some  utterances  from  the  Professor  which  are  worthy  of  most  serious 
cousideratdon,  and  which  may  modify  the  opinions  which  in  some  quarters  have 
been  expressed.  John  Foster,  in  one  of  hia  esaaj^  affirma  that  the  atheist,  when 
he  denies  the  existence  of  a  Qod,  makes  a  presumptuous,  f  ooliah  assertion,  inasmuch 
as  there  may,  in  some  parts  of  the  universe,  be  proofs  of  the  existence  of  a  Deity 
which  even  the  moet  hardened  unheUever  could  not  gainsay.  Professor  Tyndall 
never  took  up  this  podtton,  and  his  confcesion  in  reference  to  hia  mental  turmoil 
and  vacillation  was  very  touching,  and  must  have  struck  a  sympathetic  chord  in  the 
heart  of  every  candid  and  thoaghtful  man. 

His  recent  utterances  at  Manchester  are  worthy  of  conuderation.  At  the  dose 
of  a  lecture  delivered  there  on  a  epedally  scientific  subject,  he  branches  ont  into 
Bome  remarks  on  his  present  position,  and  afBrniB  that  scepticism  may  be  really  bid 
under  bitter  assertion,  and  belief  cherished  under  heeitatdng  utterance.  Be  thia 
as  it  may,  strong  belief  can  afFord  to  be  calm  and  tolerant.  A  friend  of  oun,  who 
has  passed  through  a  season  of  trial,  remarked  lately,  '  I  preach  quietly  and  calmly 
now  that  I  am  stronger ;  when  I  was  weak,  I  always  got  excited,  and  hurt  myself.' 
Doubtless  all  nndne  excitement  is  symptomatic  of  weakness  somewhere,  and  the  ve? 
hesitations  of  scepticiem  may  well  move  our  compsssion  and  make  us  strong.  We 
at  least  would  hail  with  gladness  this  confeesion  of  Profeeaor  Tyndall,  and  fondly 
hope  it  augurs  the  beginning  of  better  days  not  for  himself  ooly,  but  for  the  rela- 
tion between  reUgion  and  science,  which  ought  ever  to  be  that  of  cordial  friendship : 
— '  Perhaps  I  may  have  expressed  myself  too  strongly,'  he  saya,  '  in  calling  these 
beautiful  experiments  astonishing.  Still,  depend  upon  it,  the  revelations  of  science 
are  not  in  the  least  degree  calculated  to  lessen  our  feelings  of  astonishment.  We  are 
surrounded  hywondersand  mysteries  everywhere.  IhaveeometimeB — notsometimee, 
but  often — in  the  springtide  watched  the  advance  of  the  sprouting  leaves  and  of 
the  grass  and  of  the  fiowers,  and  observed  the  general  joy  of  opening  life  iu  nature ; 
and  I  have  asked  myself  this  question.  Can  it  he  that  there  is  no  being  or  tiling  in 
nature  that  knom  more  about  these  matters  than  I  do?  Do  I,  in  my  ignorance, 
represent  the  highest  knowledge  of  these  things  existing  in  this  universe  ?  Ladies 
.and  gentlemen,  the  man  who  puts  that  question  fairly  to  himaelf,  if  he  be  not  a 
shallow  man,  if  he  be  a  man  capable  of  being  penetrated  by  a  profound  tboight, 
^ill  never  answer  the  question  by  professing  that  creed  of  atl^m  which  has  ^en 
so  lightly  attributed  to  me.' 
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